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of the people and events that came together to create the great his- 
tory that is our heritage. 


PREFACE. 


The work of preparing the records of the war for public use was: 
begun, under the resolution of Congress of May 19, 1864, by Col. E. D. 
Townsend, assistant adjutant-general, U. S. Army (then in charge of 
the Adjutant-General’s Office, and subsequently the Adjutant-General), 
who caused copies to be made of reports of battles on file in his office 
and steps to be taken to collect missing records. 

Under the provisions of joint resolution of July 27, 1866, Hon. Peter 
H. Watson was appointed to supervise the preparation of the records 
and to formulate a plan for their publication, but he performed no 
service under this appointment, which expired July 27, 1868, by limi- 
tation. This resolution having also repealed the former one, the project 
was suspended for the time being. 

The first decisive step taken was the act of June 23, 1874, providing 
the necessary means “to enable the Secretary of War to begin the 
publication of the Official Records of the War of the Rebellion, both 
of the Union and Confederate Armies,” and directing him “to have 
copied for the Public Printer all reports, letters, telegrams, and gen- 
eral orders, not heretofore copied or printed, and properly arranged in 
chronological order.” Appropriations have been made from time to 
time for continuing such preparation. Under this act the preliminary 
work was resumed by General Townsend. 

Subsequently, under meager appropriations, it was prosecuted in a 
somewhat desultory manner by various subordinates of the War De- 
partment until December 14, 1877, when the Secretary of War, per- 
ceiving that the undertaking needed the undivided attention of a single 
head, detailed Capt. Robert N. Scott, Third U. S. Artillery (subse- 
quently major and lieutenant-colonel same regiment), to take charge 
of the office. 

The act of June 23, 1874, enlarged upon the first scheme of publica- 
tion. On this more comprehensive basis it was determined that the 
volumes should include not only the battle reports, correspondence, 
etc., in possession of the War Department, but also “all official docu- 
ments that can be obtained by the compiler, and that appear to be of 
any historical value.” Colonel Scott systematized the work, and, upon 
his recommendation, the Secretary of War approved the following 
order of publication: 

The first series will embrace the formal reports, both Union and Confederate, of 
the first seizures of United States property in the Southern States, and of all military 
operations in the field, with the correspondence, orders, and returns relating specially 


thereto, and, as proposed, is to be accompanied by an Atlas. 
I 


IV PREFACE. 


In this series the reports will be arranged according to the campaigns and several 
theaters of operations (in the chronological order of events), and the Union reports 
of any event will, as a rule, be immediately followed by the Confederate accounts. 
The correspondence, etc., not embraced in the “reports” proper will follow (first 
Union and next Confederate) in chronological order. 

The second series will contain the correspondence, orders, reports, and returns, 
Union and Confederate, relating to prisoners of war, and (so far as the military 
authorities were concerned) to state or political prisoners. 

The third series will contain the correspondence, orders, reports, and returns of 
the Union authorities (embracing their correspondence with the Confederate offi- 
cials) not relating specially to the subjects of the first and second series. It will 
set forth the annual and special reports of the Secretary of War, of the General- 
in-Chief, and of the chiefs of the several staff corps and departments; the calls 
for troops, and the correspondence between the National and the several State 
authorities. i 

The fourth series will exhibit the correspondence, orders, reports, and returns of 
the Confederate authorities, similar to that indicated for the Union officials, as of the 
third series, but excluding the correspondence between the Union and Confederate 
authorities given in that series. 


The first volume of the records was issued in the early fall of 1880. 
The act approved June 16, 1880, provided “‘for the printing and bind- 
ing, under direction of the Secretary of War, of 10,000 copies of a com- 
pilation of the Official Records (Union and Confederate) of the War of 
the Rebellion, so far as the same may be ready for publication, during 
the fiscal year;” and that “of said number 7,000 copies shall be for the 
use of the House of Representatives, 2,000 copies for the use of the 
Senate, and 1,000 copies for the use of the Executive Departments.” 


Under this act Colonel Scott proceeded to publish the first five volumes 
of the records.* : 


*All subsequent volumes have been distributed under the act approved August 7, 
1882, which provides that: 

“The volumes of the Official Records of the War of the Rebellion shall be dis- 
tributed as follows: One thousand copies to the Executive Departments, as now 
provided by law. One thousand copies for distribution by the Secretary of War 
among officers of the Army and contributors to the work. Eight thousand three 
hundred copies shall be sent by the Secretary of War to such libraries, organiza- 
tions, and individuals as may be designated by the Senators, Representatives, and 
Delegates of the Forty-seventh Congress. Each Senator shall designate not exceed- 
ing twenty-six, and each Representative and Delegate not exceeding twenty-one, of 
such addresses, and the volumes shall be sent thereto from time to time as they are 
published, until the publication is completed. Senators, Representatives, and Dele- 
gates shall inform the Secretary of War in each case how many volumes of those 
heretofore published they have forwarded to such addresses. The remaining copies 
of the eleven thousand to be published, and all sets that may not be ordered to be 
distributed as provided herein, shall be sold by the Secretary of War for cost of 
publication with ten per cent. added thereto, and the proceeds of such sale shall be 
covered into the Treasury. If two or more sets of said volumes are ordered to the 
same address, the Secretary of War shall inform the Senators, Representatives, or 
Delegates who have designated the same, who thereupon may designate other 
libraries, organizations, or individuals. The Secretary of War shall report to the 
first session of the Forty-eighth Congress what volumes of the series heretofore 
published have not been furnished to such libraries, organizations, and individuals. 
He shall also inform distributees at whose instance the volumes are sent.” 
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Colonel Scott died March 5, 1887. At his death some twenty-six 
books only had been issued, but he had compiled a large amount of 
matter for forthcoming volumes; consequently his name as compiler 
was retained in all the books up to and including Vol. XXXVI, 
although his successors had added largely to his compilations from 
new material found after his demise. 

The Secretary of War, May 7, 1887, assigned Lieut. Col. H. M. Lazelle, 
Twenty-third U. 8. Infantry, to duty as the successor of Colonel Scott. 
He had continued in charge about two years, when, in the act approved 
March 2, 1889, it was provided— 

That hereafter the preparation and publication of said records shall be conducted, 
under the Secretary of War, by a board of three persons, one of whom shall be an 
officer of the Army, and two civilian experts, to be appointed by the Secretary of 
War, the compensation of said civilian experts to be fixed by the Secretary of War. 

The Secretary of War appointed Maj. George B. Davis, judge-advo- 
cate, U. S. Army, as the military member, and Leslie J. Perry, of Kan- 
sas, and Joseph W. Kirkley, of Maryland, as the civilian expert mem- 
bers of said board. The board assumed direction of the publication at 
the commencement of the fiscal year 1889, its first work beginning with 
Serial No. 36 of Vol. XXIV. 

July 1, 1895, by direction of the Secretary of War, Maj. George W. 
Davis, Eleventh U. 8. Infantry (subsequently lieutenant-colonel Four- 
teenth U.S. Infantry), relieved Maj. George B. Davis as the military 
member and president of the Board of Publication. Subsequently 
Col. Fred C. Ainsworth, Chief of the Record and Pension Office, War 
Department, was appointed the military member and president of the 
board, relieving Lieut. Col. George W. Davis June 1, 1898. 

December 1, 1898, under the provision of the sundry civil act of 
July 1, 1898, relative to the War Records Office, the Board of Publica- 
tion was dissolved, whereupon, by direction of the Secretary of War, 
the continuance of the work, beginning with Vol. V1, Series II, devolved 
on Colonel (now Brigadier-General) Ainsworth. 

By operation of law (contained in “An act making appropriations 
for the legislative, executive, and judicial expenses of the Government 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1900,” approved February 24, 1899), 

-the War Records Office was merged into the Record and Pension 
Office, July 1, 1899, and since that date the work of publication has 
been conducted under the supervision of the chief of that office. 

Each volume includes a copious index, and for the further conven- 
ence of investigators there will be, in addition, a separate general 
index to the entire set. 

Nothing is printed in these volumes except duly authenticated con- 
temporaneous records of the war. The scope of the compiler’s work is 
to decide upon and arrange the matter to be published; to correct and 
verify the orthography of the papers used, and, wherever deemed neces- 
sary, to add a foot-note of explanation. 
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SERIES IT.-VOL. VIItI. 


CORRESPONDENCE, ORDERS, ETC., RELATING TO PRISON- 
ERS OF WAR AND STATE FROM JANUARY 1, 1865, TO 
THE END. 


UNION AND CONFEDERATE CORRESPONDENCE, HTC. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
January 1, 1865. 


Consolidated statement of prisoners of war from November 1, 1863, 10 January 1, 1865. 
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U.S. CHRISTIAN COMMISSION, 
CENTRAL OFFICE, 11 BANK STREET, 
Philadelphia, January —, 1865. 
To ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETING: 

The U. 8. Christian Commission have appointed and commissioned 
a a delegate to proceed to Richmond, Va., and to such 
other places in the South as may be accessible to him, to relieve the 
wants of the Union prisoners now confined in the Southern military 
prisons by distributing among them food, clothing, medicines, and 
religious publications. ’ 


* Should be 3,273. 

tShould be 52,273. 

t Using the correct figures, the “Equivalent to privates” is as printed. Using the 
erroneous figures, the ‘‘ Equivalent to privates” is 89,816. These figures were used 
in “Number on hand,” &c., in the next statement submitted by the Commissary- 


General of Prisoners, October 24, 1865. See post. 
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He is strictly enjoined to abstain from reporting anything not allowed 
by the authorities of the places he may visit, and to do no act that shall 
bring discredit on the cause in which he is engaged. _— 

All possible facilities and all due courtesies are asked for him in the 
discharge of the duties assigned him. 

GEO. H. STUART, 


Chairman U. S. Christian Commission. 
Attest. 
W. E. BOARDMAN, 
Secretary. 


WASHINGTON, January 1, 1865—10.30 a. m. 
Major-General CANBY, New Orleans: 

Mr. Ould reports to General Grant that the cotton was ready on 
board the lighter at Mobile on the 23d of December waiting for our 
transports; that our authorities had been so notified, but no answer had 
been returned. General Grant wishes that matter to be inquired into, 
and that there should be no neglect on our part to receive and transmit 
the cotton. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


———_ 


HEADQUARTERS CAMP MoRTON, 
Indianapolis, Ind., January 1, 1865. 
Col. A. A. STEVENS, Commanding Camp Morton: 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
December 31, 1864: 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—good state. Clothing—good. Bed- 
ding—good. State of quarters—kept well policed. State of mess- 
houses—have none. State of kitchen—good. Food, quality of—first 
class. Food, quantity of—sufficient, being according to orders. 
Water—sufficient. Sinks—sufficient. Police of grounds—good. Drain- 
age—complete. Police of hospital—thorough. Attendance of sick— 
good. Hospital diet—first class. General health of prisoners—good. 
Vigilance of guard—thorough. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. W. DAVIDSON, 
First Iieut. Co. D, 5th Regt. Vet. Reserve Corps, and Insp. Officer. 


[Indorsement. ] 


Capt. W. T. Hartz, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Office Commissary-General of Prisoners: 
CapTain: I have the honor to state that during the past week the 


weather has been more favorable and the barracks and camp have been 
thoroughly policed. 


Respectfully referred to the Commissary-General of Prisoners. 
2} A. A. STEVENS, 
Col, Fifth Regt. Vet. Reserve Corps, Oomdg. Camp Morton, Ind, 
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HEADQUARTERS Fort LAFAYETTE, 
L New York Harbor, January 1, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. MARTIN BURKE, 
Commanding Fort Lafayette, New York Harbor: 


Sim: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
January 1, 1865: 

Conduct—very good. Cleanliness—very good. Clothing—good. 
Bedding—iron bedsteads, husk mattresses, blankets, sheets, and _pil- 
lows. State of quarters—very good. State of mess-houses—cleanly. 
State of kitchen—cleanly. Food, quality of—good. Food, quantity 
of—circular of June 1, 1864, complied with. Water—excellent (Cro- 
ton). Sinks—cleanly. Police of grounds—excellent. Drainage—good. 
Police of hospital—no hospital at post; prisoners very sick are sent to 
Fort Hamilton. Attendance of sick—Hospital Doctor Gibson attends 
to sick every morning. Hospital diet—none at post. General health 
of prisoners—very good. Vigilance of guard—guards vigilant, pris- 
oners verified three times during the night. 

Remarks and suggestions.—There are fifty-four prisoners confined at 
this post, consisting of prisoners of war and state. Their treatment as 
regards quarters and exercise is excellent. Everything allowed by 
existing orders is furnished to them, and a good degree of satisfaction 
is expressed by them for the uniform excellence of their treatment. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant 
CHARLES STEELHAMMER, 
First Lieut., Seventeenth U.S. Infty., Post Adjt. and Insp. Officer. 


{Indorsement.] 


Treatment, &c., in accordance with instructions received, is strictly 
carried out. 
Respectfully referred to the Commissary-General of Prisoners. 
MARTIN BURKE, 
LTieutenant-Colonel, U. S. Army, Commanding Post. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY PRISON, 
Elmira, N. Y., January 1, 1865. 
Col, B. F. TRAcy, Commanding Post: 

Sim: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
January 1, 1865: ‘ 

Conduct—mueh improved. Oleanliness—good, better than it has 
been. Olothing—very fair. Bedding—I think there is plenty. State 
of quarters—greatly improved. State of mess-houses—good. State of 
kitchen—very good. Food, quality of—very fair. Food, quantity of— 
plenty. Water—abundant. Sinks—fair. Police of grounds—much 
better than I have ever seen them. Drainage—good. Police of hos- 
pital—good, except Ward 7, which was very dirty. Attendance of 
sick—good. Hospital diet—the very best. General health of prison- 
ers—has improved some. Vigilance of guard—good. 

Remarks and suggestions.—There are ninety-five cases of smallpox 
and nine deaths during the week. All clothing has been destroyed 
belonging to them. There has been a great change in the conduct and 
cleanliness of the men (for the better), on account of recent orders 
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issued by Lieutenant-Colonel Moore, commanding the camp, and if 
strictly carried out will add much to the discipline of the camp. Con- 
valescent Ward No. 4 is unsafe for use. The sides gave way Saturday 
evening on account of the heft of the roof, being four thicknesses of 
lumber on them. If they were shingled they would be more safe and 
lighter. 
. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. P. JORDAN, 
Captain, Twenty-ninth Maine Veteran Vols., Inspecting Officer. 


{Indorsement. j 


The ceiling of the hospital wards is completed and the wards are 
now very comfortable... I have the honor also to report that the con- 
duit for conducting a stream of water from the Chemung River through 
the prison camp is fully completed and works like a charm. It proves, 
however, to have been a more serious job than was anticipated, owing to 
waste and quicksand in the bottom of the cutting. Through a consider- 
able portion of the cutting we struck the coarse gravel of what seems 
once to have been the river’s bottom. Through this the water ran quite 
freely, compelling us to use the pump extensively. Quicksand was 
also found in places. It is at last completed at a cost, aside from the 
labor of prisoners, of $2,000, but it is worth twice its cost. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissary-General of Prisoners. 

B. F. TRACY, 
Colonel 127th U. 8. Colored Troops, Commanding Depot. 


HEADQUARTERS SUPERINTENDENT OF PRISON, 
Johnson’s Island, Ohio, January 1, 1865. 
Col. CHARLES W. HILL, 
128th Regt. Ohio Vol. Infty., Comdg. U. S. Forces, Johnson’s Island : 

Srr: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week end- 
ing January 1, 1865: 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—good. COlothing—good. Bedding— 
no straw issued to prison since June, 1864, except three blocks and hos- 
pital; bunks and blankets wanted. State of quarters—nine blocks 
clean, two fair, and Block 10 dirty. State of mess-houses—fair. State 
of kitchen—fair. Food, quality of—good. Food, quantity of—prison- 
ers’ ration, except potatoes. Water—lake water and good. Sinks— 
fair. Police of grounds—good. Drainage—good. Police of hospital— 
very good. Attendance of sick—good. Hospital diet—good and abun- 
dant. General health of prisoners—very good; one case of smallpox. 
Vigilance of guard—good. 

Remarks and suggestions—Whole number of prisoners, 3,209; num- 
ber in hospital, 44; deaths since last report, 3. 

Very respecttully, your obedient servant, 
K. A. SCOVILL, 
Lieut, Col. 128th Ohio Vol. Infantry and Inspecting Officer. 


{Indorsement. ] 


The deficiency of blankets it is expected will soon be obviated. The 
order to erect barracks for the Sixth Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps 
came at so late a day in the season as to render it very difficult to get 
the lumber, and the unexpectedly large increase of prisoners overrun 
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the capacity of the barracks and compelled the use of part of one of the 
mess-halls, which had to be provided with a floor and partition, in 
order to [accommodate] some 200 prisoners whom the superintendent 
reported could not be quartered in the barracks. For the floor, parti- 
tion, and increased number of bunks there was a new demand for lum- 
ber, which could be only partially met. Whenever the ice will permit 
deficient supplies are brought over on sleds and small boats operated 
by men on the ice. The distance is over three miles, and the ice much 
of the time unsafe for heavy loads. These facts will explain some of 
the deficiencies referred to in the foregoing report. 

Straw has been difficult to obtain, but if is expected that that neces- 
sity will soon be supplied. On a report of the chief medical officer 
that scurvy was appearing in the prison, an order was issued on the 
30th ultimo to issue sixty pounds of onions to every 100 rations until 
the Ist of March, 1865. I also understand from the chief medica) offi- 
cer that there are three cases of varioloid and smallpox among the 
prisoners. Pursuant to direction of the Commissary-General of Pris- 
oners, by telegram, an order was issued on the evening of the 31st 
ultimo to construct a pest-house in the prison yard. The work will go 
on immediately. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissary-General of Prisoners. 

CHAS. W. HILL, 
Colonel 128th Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Commanding Post. 


EAST OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
No. 1. Columbia, S. O., January 1, 1865. 
Headquarters C.S. Military Prisons East of Mississippi River, here- 
tofore at Augusta, Ga., is hereby removed to Columbia, 8. C., to which 
point all communications will be addressed. 
By order John H. Winder, brigadier-general : 
W. S. WINDER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


GENERAL <foiag Hopaqrs. C. 8. MILITARY PRISONS 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Nashville, January 2, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. G. H. THOMAS, 
Comdg. Department of the Cumberland, Nashville, Tenn. : 

GENERAL: I am informed that wounded rebel prisoners are being 
collected at Pulaski and Columbia, as well as at Franklin, and I have 
therefore the honor to request that the surgeons in charge of them may 
be instructed to forward them as rapidly as possible to this city. Those 
who are able to be moved should be sent forward at once, and others as 
soon as they are sufficiently recovered to bear the journey. It is not 
desirable to establish hospitals for prisoners south of this point, but as 
for the present it is unavoidable to provide for extreme cases, it 18 
desirable that all such cases should be collected:in the hospital at 
Franklin, to be forwarded as soon as they recover. By this arrange- 
ment guards and attendants will be saved and the prisoners will be 
properly accounted for. I fear if special instructions are not given 
wounded prisoners will not be pe erga as hie ta as ey, mwnight be. 

neral, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
yar hs peanakblbesie vies ee W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. 8S. Army, Com. Gen. of Prisoners West Miss. 
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[First indorsement. } 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND, 
Steamer Tarascon, January 12, 1865. 


Respectfully referred to Surg. George E. Cooper, medical director, 
Department of the Cumberland. 
By command of Major-General Thomas: 
HENRY M. OIST, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


{Second indorsement. | 


Hpers. DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND, 
MEDICAL DIRECTOR’S OFFICE, 
Eastport, Miss., January 16, 1865. 
Respectfully returned inviting attention to the inclosed letter.* 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8. Army, Medical Director. 


[Third indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND, 
Eastport, Miss., January 17, 1865. 
Respectfully returned to Bvt. Brig. Gen. W. Hoffman, Commissary- 
General of Prisoners, with reference to inclosed letter from Maj. George 
E. Cooper, medical director, Department of the Cumberland. 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Major-General, U. 8S. Army, Commanding. 


JANUARY 2, [1865]. 
Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER, 
Comdg. Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina, Fort Monroe: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to refer you to the bearer, Second Lieu- 
tenant Dobbs, Nineteenth U.S. Colored Infantry, an escaped prisoner 
from Columbia, S. C., as to the manner in which Capt. Shad. Harris, 

Third] Tennessee Cavalry, is treated by the rebels. Captain Harris has 

een in the hands of the rebels for two years, and has had all the indig- 
nities heaped upon him by his brutal captors of which even they are 
capable. You will learn from the statement of Lieutenant Dobbs the 
falsity of the assertion made by Mr. Ould that Captain Harris was not 
in irons. 

Trusting, general, to the efficacy of your measures with rebels to 
secure the release of a zealous, high-spirited, and gallant officer of our 
service, who has suffered long and uncomplainingly, 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. P. CARTER, 
Brig. Gen. and Provost-Marshal-General of East Tennessee. 


GENERAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF INDIANA, 
No. 1. Indianapolis, January 2, 1865. 
I. Before a military commission, which convened at Indianapolis, Ind., 
on the 19th day of September, 1864, pursuant to Special Orders, No. 129, 


*See Cooper to Hoffman, January 12, p. 56. 
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dated headquarters District of Indiana, Indianapolis, September 17 
1864 3, Special Orders, No. 132, paragraphs 2 and 3 dated RAN Rete 
District of Indiana, Indianapolis, September 22, 1864; Special Orders, 
No. 153, paragraphs 3 and 5, dated headquarters District of Indiana, 
Indianapolis, October 18, 1864; Special Orders, No. 154, paragraphs 2 
and 5, dated headquarters District of Indiana, Indianapolis, October 
19, 1864; Special Orders, No. 161, paragraph 1, dated headquarters 
District of Indiana, Indianapolis, October 29, 1864, and of which Bvt. 
wee e. ne Silas Colgrove, U.S. Volunteers, is president, were arraigned 
and tried: 


First. Andrew Humphreys, citizen of the State of Indiana, United States of 
America. 


CuHarGE I: Conspiracy against the Government of the United States. 


Specification 1,—In this, that the said William A. Bowles, Andrew Humphreys, 
Horace Heffren, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey, did, among themselves, 
and with Harrison H. Dodd, of Indiana; JoshuaF. Bullitt, of Kentucky; J.A. Barrett, 
of Missouri, and others, conspire against the Government and duly constituted 
authorities of the United States, and did join themselves to, and secretly organize 
and disseminate, a secret, unlawful society or order, known as the Order of Ameri- 
can Knights, or Order of the Sons of Liberty, having both a civil and military 
organization and jurisdiction, for the purpose of overthrowing the Government and 
duly constituted authorities of the United States. This, at a period of war and 
armed rebellion against the authority of the United States, at or near Indianapolis, 
Ind., a State within the military lines of the Army of the United States, and the 
theater of military operations, and which had been, and was constantly, threatened 
to be invaded by the enemy. This, on or about the 16th day of May, 1864. 

Specification 2.—In this, that the said William A. Bowles, Andrew Humphreys, 
Horace Heftren, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey, during anexisting rebel- 
lion against the Government and authorities of the United States, said rebellion 
claiming to be in name of, and on behalf of, certain States, being a part of and owing 
allegiance to the United States, did combine and agree, with one Harrison H. Dodd, 
of Indiana; Joshua F. Bullitt, of Kentucky; J. A. Barrett, of Missouri, and others, 
to adopt and impart to others the creed or ritual of a secret, unlawful society or 
order, known as the Order of American Knights, or Order of the Sons of Liberty, 
denying the authority of the United States to coerce to submission certain rebellious 
citizens of said United States, designing thereby to lessen the power and prevent 
the increase of the armies of the United States, and thereby did recognize and sus- 
tain the right of the citizens and States, then in rebellion, to disregard and resist 
the authority of the United States. This, at a period of war and armed rebellion 
against the authority of the United States, at or near the city of Indianapolis, Ind., 
a State within the military lines of the Army of the United States, and the theater 
of military operations, which had been, and was threatened to be, invaded by the 
enemy. This, on or about the 22d day of February, 1864, 

Specification 3.—In this, that the said William A. Bowles, Andrew Humphreys, 
Horace Heffren, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey, citizens of the State of 
Indiana, owing true faith and allegiance to the Government of the United States, 
and, while pretending to be peaceable, loyal citizens of the Government, did secretly, 
covertly, combine, agree, and conspire among themselves, and with one Harrison H. 
Dodd, of Indiana; Joshua F. Bullitt, of Kentucky; J. A. Barrett, of Missouri, and 
others, to overthrow and render powerless the Government of the United States, and 
did, in pursuance of said combination, agreement, and conspiracy, form and organize 
a certain unlawful secret society or order, known as the Order of American Knights, 
or Order of Sons of Liberty, whose intent and purpose was to cripple and render 
powerless the efforts of the Government of the United States in suppressing a then 
existing formidable rebellion against said Government. This, on or about the Ist 
day of October, 1863, ata period of war and armed rebellion, at or near the city of 
Indianapolis, Ind., a State within the military lines of the Army of the United 
States, and the theater of military operations, which had been, and was constantly, 
threatened to be invaded by the enemy. 

Specification 4.—In this, that the said William A. Bowles, Andrew Humphreys, 
Horace Heffren, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey, did conspire and agree 
with Harrison H. Dodd, David ‘I’. Yagel, John C. Walker, and Joshua Bullitt, and 
others—these men at that time holding military positions and ranks in a certain 
secret unlawful society or organization, known as the Order of American Knights, 
or Order of the Sons of Liberty—to seize by force the United States and State arsen- 
als at Indianapolis, Ind., Columbus, Ohio, and Springfield, Ill, to release by force the 
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rebel prisoners held by the authorities of the United States at Camp Douglas, and 
Rock Island, Ill., Camp Morton, Ind., and Camp Chase, Ohio, and the Depot of Pris- 
oners of War on Johnson’s Island, and arm these prisoners with the arms thus seized, 
and that then said conspirators, with all the forces they were able to raise in the 
secret order above named, were, in conjunction with the rebel prisoners thus released 
and armed, to march into Kentucky and Missouri, and co-operate with the rebel 
forces to be sent to those States by the rebel authorities against the Government and 
authorities of the United States. ‘his, on or about the 20th day of July, 1864, at a 
period of war and rebellion against the authority of the United States, at or near 
the city of Chicago, Ill., a State within the lines of the Army of the United States, 
and the theater of military operations, and threatened by invasion of the enemy. 


CHARGE II: Affording aid and comfort to rebels against the authority of the United 
States. 


Specification 1.—In this, that the said William A. Bowles, Andrew Humphreys, 
Horace Heffren, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey, being then members of 
a certain secret, unlawful society or order, known as the Order of American Knights, 
or Order of Song of Liberty—the United States being then in arms to suppress a 
rebellion in certain States against the authority of the United States—said William 
A. Bowles, Andrew Humphreys, Horace Heffren, Lambdin P. Milligan, Stephen 
Horsey, and others, then and there acting as members and officers of said secret, 
unlawful society or order, did design and plot to communicate with the enemies of 
the United States, and did communicate with the enemies of the United States, with 
the intent that they should in large force invade the territory of the United States, 
to wit: The States of Kentucky, Indiana, and Illinois, with the further intent that 
the so-called secret, unlawful society or order, aforesaid, should then and there 
co-operate with the said armed forces of the said rebellion against the authority of 
the United States, and did communicate to said armed forces the intent and pur- 
poses of said secret, unlawful society or order. This, at a period of war and armed 
rebellion against the authority of the United States, at or near the city of Indian- 
apolis, Jnd., a State within the military lines of the Army of the United States, and 
the theater of military operations, which had been, and was constantly threatened 
to be, invaded by the enemies of the United States. This, on or about the 16th day 
of May, 1864. 

Specification 2.—In this, that the said William A. Bowles, Andrew Humphreys, 
Horace Heffren, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey, while the Government 
was attempting by force of arms to suppress an existing rebellion, while guerrillas 
and other armed supporters of the rebellion were in the State of Kentucky, did 
send a messenger and brother member, with them, of a secret, unlawful society or 
order, known as the Order of American Knights, or Order of the Sons of Liberty, 
into said State of Kentucky with instructions for Joshua F. Bullitt, grand com- 
mander of said secret, unlawful society or order, in said State, and other members 
ot said secret society or order in said State, to select good couriers or runners to go 
upon short notice, and for the purpose of assisting those in rebellion against the 
United States, to call to arms the members of said secret society or order, and other 
sympathizers with the existing rebellion, whenever a signal should be given by the 
authorities of said secret society or order. This, on or about the 20th day of July, 
1864, at a period of war and armed rebellion against the authority of the United 
States, at or near Indianapolis, Ind., a State within the military lines of the United 
States, and the theater of military operations, and which had been, and was constantly 
threatened to be, invaded by the enemy. 

Specification 3.—In this, that the said William A. Bowles, Andrew Humphreys, 
Horace Heffren, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey, being citizens of the 
State of Indiana, United States of America, and owing true allegiance to the said 
United States, did join themselves to:a certain unlawful secret society or order, 
known as the Order. of American Knights, or Order of the Sons of Liberty, designed for 
the overthrow of the Government of the United States, and to compel terms with 
the citizens or authorities of the so-called Confederate States, the same being por- 
tion of the United States, and in rebellion against the authority of the United 
States, and did communicate the designs and intent of said order to those in rebellion 
against the Government of the United States. This, on or about the 20th day of 
July, 1864, at a period of war and armed rebellion against the authority of the 
United States, at or near Indianapolis, Ind., a State within the military lines of the 
Army of the United States, and the theater of military operations, and which had 
been, and was constantly threatened to be, invaded by the enemy. 


Cuarcz III: Inciting insurrection. 
Specification 1.—In this, that the said William A. Bowles, Andrew Humphreys, Hor- 


ace Heffren, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey did, during a time of war 
between the United States and armed enemies of the United States, and of rebellion 
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against its Government, organize, and attempt to arm, and did arm, a portion of the 
citizens of the United States, through an unlawful secret society or order, known as 
the Order of American Knights, or Order of the Sons of Liberty, with the intent to 
induce them, with themselves, to throw off the authority of the United States, and 
co-operate with said armed enemies of the United States against the legally con- 
stituted authorities of the United States. This, on or about the 20th day of July, 
1864, at or near Indianapolis, Ind.,a State within the military lines of the Army of 
the United States and the theater of military operations, and which had been, and 
was constantly threatened to be, invaded by the enemy. 

Specification 2.—In this, that the said William A. Bowles, Andrew Humphreys, Hor- 
ace Heffren, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey did, by public address, by 
secret circulars and communications, and by other means, endeavor to, and did arouse 
sentiments of hostility to the Government of the United States, and did attempt to 
induce the people to revolt against said Government, and secretly organize and arm 
themselves for the purpose of resisting the laws of the United States and the orders 
of the duly elected President thereof. This, on or about the 16th day of February, 
1864, at a period of war and armed rebellion against the authority of the United 
States, at or near Indianapolis, Ind., a State within the military lines of the Army 
of the United States, and the theater of military operations, and which had been, 
and was constantly threatened to be, invaded by the enemy. 


CuHarGE IV: Disloyal practices. 


Specification 1.—In this, that the said William A. Bowles, Andrew Humphreys, Hor- 
ace Heffren, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey, at a time of war, and during 
an armed rebellion against the legally constituted authorities and Government of 
the United States, did counsel and advise citizens of, and owing allegiance and mili- 
tary service to, the United States, to disregard the authority of the United States, 
and to resist a call or draft, designed to increase the Army of the United States, and 
did make preparation and attempt to arm, and did arm, certain citizens of the United 
States belonging to a certain unlawful secret order, known as the Order of American 
Knights, or Order of the Sons of Liberty, for the purpose and with intent of resist- 
ing said call or draft. This, on or about the Ist day of July, 1864, at or near Shoals 
Station, Martin County, Ind.,a State within the military lines of the Army of the 
United States, and the theater of military operations, and which had been, and was 
constantly threatened to be, invaded by the enemy. 

Specification 2.—In this, that the said William A. Bowles, Andrew Humphreys, Hor- 
ace Hefiren, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey, at a time of war, and during 
an armed rebellion against the legally constituted authorities and Government of 
the United States, did counsel and advise citizens of, and owing allegiance and mili 
tary service to, the United States, to disregard the authority of the United States, 
and to resist a call or draft designed to increase the Army of the United States, and 
did make preparation and attempt to arm, and did arm, certain citizens of the United 
States belonging to a certain unlawful secret society or order, known as the Order 
of American Knights, or Order of the Sons of Liberty, for the purpose and with the 
intent of resisting said call or draft. This, on or about the 1st day of November, 
1863, at or near Green Fork Township, Randolph County, Ind., a State within the 
military lines of the Army of the United States, and the theater of military operations, 
and which had been, and was constantly threatened to be, invaded by the enemy. 

Specification 3.—In this, that the said William A. Bowles, Andrew Humphreys, 
Horace Heffren, Lambdin P. Milligan, and- Stephen Horsey, at a time of war, and 
during an armed rebellion against the legally constituted authorities and Govern- 
ment, did counsel and advise citizens of, and owing allegiance and military service 
to, the United States, to disregard the authority of the United States, and to resist 
a call or draft designed to increase the Army of the United States, and did make 
preparations, and did attempt to arm, and did arm, certain citizens of the United 
States belonging to a certain unlawful secret society, or order, known as the Order 
of American Knights, or Order of the Sons of Liberty, for the purpose and with 
the intent of resisting said call or draft. This, on or about the 16th day of May, 
1864, at or near Indianapolis, Ind., a State within the military lines of the Army 
of the United States, and the theater of military operations, and which had been, 
and was constantly threatened to be, invaded by the enemy. 

Specification 4.—In this, that the said William A. Bowles, Andrew Humphreys, 
Horace Heffren, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey, at a time of war, and 
during an armed rebellion against the legally constituted authorities and Govern- 
ment of the United States, did counsel and advise citizens of, and owing allegiance 
and military service to, the United States, to disregard the authority of the United 
States, and to resist a call or draft designed to increase the Army of the United States, 
and did make preparation, and attempt to arm, and did arm, certain citizens of the 
United States belonging to a certain unlawful secret society, or order, known as 
the Order of American Knights, or Order of the Sons of Liberty, for the purpose 
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and with the intent of resisting said call or draft. This, on or about the Ist day of 
August, 1864, at or near Salem, Washington County, Ind., a State within the mili- 
tary lines of the Army of the United States, and the theater of military operations, 
and which had been, and was constantly threatened to be, invaded by the enemy. 

Specification 5.—In this, that the said William A. Bowles, Andrew Humphreys, 
Horace Heffren, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey did accept and hold 
offices of the military forces for the State of Indiana in a certain unlawful secret 
society or order known as the Order of American Knights, or Order of the Sons of 
Liberty, which said offices and military force was unknown to the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, or the State of Indiana, and were not in aid of, but 
opposed to, the legally constituted authorities thereof. ‘This, on orabout the 16th day 
of February, 1864, at a time of war and armed rebellion against the authority of 
the United States, at or near Indianapolis, Ind., a State within the military lines of 
the Army of the United States, and the theater of military operations, and which 
had been, and was constantly threatened to be, invaded by the enemy. 


CHARGE V: Violation of the laws of war. 


Specification 1.—In this, that the said William A. Bowles, Andrew Humphreys, 
Horace Heffren, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey did, while the Govern- 
ment of the United States was carrying on war with the enemies of the United 
States engaged in rebellion against their authority, while pretending to be peace- 
able and loyal citizens of the United States, violate their allegiance, and did, as 
citizens of said Government, attempt to introduce said enemies of the United States 
into loyal States of said United States, thereby to overthrow and destroy the 
authority of the United States. This,on or about the 16th day of May, 1864, at or 
near the city of Indianapolis, Ind., a State within the military lines of the Army of 
the United States, and the theater of military operations, which has been, and was 
constantly threatened to be, invaded by the enemy. 

Specification 2,—In this, that the said William A. Bowles, Andrew Humphreys, 
Horace Heffren, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey, during a war between 
the United States and the said enemies of the United States engaged in rebellion 
against their authority, and while pretending to be peaceable, loyal citizens of the 

nited States, [did] organize and extend a certain unlawful secret society or order, 
known as the Order of American Knights, or Order of the Sons of Liberty, havin 
for its purpose the same general object and design as the said enemies of the Unite 
States, and with the intent to aid and insure the success of said enemies in their 
resistance to the legally constituted authorities of the United States. This, at or 
near the city of Indianapolis, Ind., on or about the 16th day of May, 1864. 

aA which charges and specifications the accused, Andrew Humphreys, pleaded not 
guuty. 

FINDINGS. 


Having maturely considered the evidence adduced, the court finds the accused, 
Andrew Humphreys, as follows: 


Charge I. 


Of the first specification, guilty. 
Of the second specification, guilty. 
Of the third specification, guilty. 
Of the fourth specification, guilty. 
Of the first charge, guilty. 


Charge II. 


Of the first specification, guilty. 
Of the second specification, guilty. 
Of the third specification, guilty. 
Of the second charge, guilty. 


Charge III. 


Of the first specification, guilty. 
Of the second specification, not guilty. 
Of the third charge, guilty. 


Charge IV. 


Of the first specification, guilty. 
Of the second specification, guilty. 
Of the third specification, guilty. 
Of the fourth specification, guilty. 
Of the fifth specification, guilty. 
Of the fourth charge, guilty. 
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Charge V. 


Of the first apeciipation, not guilty. 
Of the second specification, guilty. 
Of the fifth charge, guilty. 


SENTENCE, 


_And the commission do, therefore, sentence him, the said Andrew Humphreys, a 
citizen of the State of Indiana, to be confined at hard labor during the war, at such 
place as the proper authority shall designate. 

Il. The proceedings, findings, and sentence in the foregoing case of 
Andrew Humphreys, a citizen of the State of Indiana, United States 
of America, are approved; but as the evidence does not show that the 
said Andrew Humphreys took any active part or committed any overt 
acts which were calculated to incite an insurrection or aid the con- 
spiracy, and in view of his former good character and lengthy confine- 
ment, Col. A. J. Warner, Seventeenth Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps, 
commanding post at Indianapolis, Ind., will discharge the said Andrew 
Humphreys upon the following conditions, viz: 

That the said Andrew Humphreys give his parole of honor that he 
will confine himself within the limits of Wright and Stockton Town- 
ships, in the county of Greene, in the State of Indiana, during the term 
of the present war of the rebellion; and, further, that he will take no 
part, directly or indirectly, against the prosecution of the present war 
by the United States against the rebels now in arms. 

Upon the breach of said parole by the said Andrew Humphreys, he 
will be immediately arrested and delivered to the commanding officer 
at Covington, Ky., who is charged with the execution of the sentence, 
in conformity with the finding of the commission. 

By command of Bvt. Maj. Gen. Alvin P. Hovey: 

J. W. WALKER, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
SUBSISTENCE DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, January 2, 1865. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, Secretary of War: 

Sre: I have the honor to state that about 13,000 prisoners are now 
held at Salisbury, N. U., and that they are being subsisted from a sec- 
tion of country which should, at this juncture, be wholly tributary to 
General Lee’s army. I respectfully request that they be removed to 
points where supplies are more abundant and cannot be made immedi- 
ately available for the troops in Virginia. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. B. NORTHROP, 
Commissary-General of Subsistence. 


[First indorsement.] 
JANUARY 2, 1865. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL: 

Refer to General Winder, who has general charge of all the prisoners, 
and inform him that the Department feels the force of the suggestion 
made by the Commissary-General, and would be pleased to have the 
prisoners at Salisbury removed to some more productive region as soon, 
and as fast, as some provision can be made for their security and sub- 
sistence elsewhere. PEE M ODOR, 
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ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
January 5, 1865. 


Respectfully referred to Brigadier-General Winder. 
Please see indorsement from the Secretary of War. 
By command of Secretary of War: 
H. L. CLAY. 


JANUARY 26, 1865. 


Respectfully returned to the Adjutant-General. 

This subject has already been a source of great concern (see my letter 
of December 21, 1864, from Columbia*). In that letter it was suggested 
to remove the prisoners either to Alabama or Southwestern Georgia. 
Since then, however, events have transpired to render both those places 
unsafe, in my opinion, and I know of no place south and west of the 
Savannah River that could be considered safe. (See my letter of 
January 24, 1865.) Every effort will be made to remove prisoners 
from Salisbury for the within and other reasons. There are, however, 
only about 8,000 prisoners at Salisbury. 

Respectfully, 


(Third indorsement. } 


JNO. H. WINDER, 
Brigadier- General. 
[Fourth indorsement. ]} 
FEBRUARY 4, 1865. 
Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War, in connection with 
W. 122, submitted to-day. 
Please see also inclosure, a copy of which has been returned to Gen- 
eral Winder. 
HAD, ‘OLA Y, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Fifth indorsement.] 
FEBRUARY 7, 1865, 
No further action can be taken on these papers at present. 
J. C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Secretary of War. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. 0. S. MILITARY PRISONS 
EAST OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
No. 1. Columbia, 8. C., January 2, 1865. 


I, Surg. Edward McDonald, having reported by letter to these head- 
quarters, will proceed at once to Andersonville, Ga., and report to com- 
manding officer for assignment to duty. 

II. Brig. Gen. J. D. Imboden, Provisional Army, ©. S., is hereby 
assigned to the command of all military prisons in the States of Georgia 
and Alabama and Mississippi, and will until further orders establish 
his headquarters at Augusta, Ga. 

Ill. The following-named officers are assigned to duty at these head- 
quarters: Chief Surg. Isaiah H. White; Capt. R. B. Winder, chief 
quartermaster; Capt. S. T. Bayly, assistant adjutant-general. 

By order: 

JNO. H. WINDER, 
Brigadier-General. 


“See Vol. VII, this series, p. 1258, 
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CoLumpBi, S. C., January 2, 1865. 
THOMAS WALKER, Esq., 
President Wilmington and Manchester Railroad, Wilmington, N. C.: 
I shall be obliged to remove the prisoners of war from Florence. 
Please hold the road in readiness to move them either toward Augusta 
or Wilmington. Inform me whatcanbedone. There are about 10,000 
prisoners and the guard. 
JNO. H. WINDER, 
Brigadier- General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., January 3, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, City Point: 

I learn from the Quartermaster and Commissary Generals that there 
are supplies at Fort Monroe and in the James which can be sent to our 
prisoners in accordance with General Orders, No. 299, December 7, 
1864, but that no special requisitions had been made for that purpose. 
It was understood that as soon as you perfected the arrangements with 
Mr. Ould some one would be designated by yourself or General Butler 
to deliver supplies to General Hayes or Colonel Weld within the enemy's 
lines. In order to properly settle the accounts it would be best that 
the issues should be on special requisitions naming the object. The 
Secretary of War is anxious that supplies be forwarded as promptly as 
possible. It is not known here whether any of the officers named in 
Order 299 have been accepted by the enemy. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, January 3, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, City Point, Va.: 

GENERAL: In compliance with the instructions of the Secretary of 
War, to transmit to you all papers in regard to supply of prisoners of 
war, I inclose herewith certain papers received from General Paine.* 

The Secretary of War refused permission to purchase on credit before 
the arrival of the cotton, on the ground that such a proceeding would 
give to the rebel Government and agents an acknowledged credit in our 
markets. The furnishing supplies from friends should be governed by 
what the rebels do in regard to our prisoners. The transfer of commis- 
sioned officers to camps where there are none has been ordered. The 
release on parole of other officers to assist General Beall is deemed 
objectionable on account of the facilities it would afford to communicate 
between the different camps and arrange plans of escape. But if the 
enemy should allow General Ilayes an assistant, probably the Secretary 
would permit one to General Beall. 

Since commencing this letter I learn that General Beall’s course of 
conduct in New York has been so conspicuous and offensive that the 
Secretary of War has ordered his sign to be taken down. General 
Paine has also been directed to suspend his parole and take him in 
custody till the cotton arrives. The selection of General Beall was 


*See Paine to Halleck, December 28, 1864, and inclosures, Vol. VII, this series, 
p. 1287. 
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unfortunate, for he seems disposed to make all the trouble hecan. His 
parole will be renewed the moment the cotton reaches New York. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


City POINT, VA., January 3, 1865. 
Judge ROBERT OULD, Agent of Exchange: 

Str: Herewith I have the honor to inclose official copy of General 
Orders, No. 299, from the War Department, of date December 7, 1864.* 
You will see that it contemplates the paroling of two officers for the 
purpose of receiving and distributing supplies. I am not aware that 
any other officer than General Beall has been paroled by the Federal 
authorities as general agent for the receipt and distribution of supplies 
to Confederate prisoners in our hands. I will, however, state that should 
they parole two, I have no doubt that the same number will be paroled 
on our part. I will be glad to send through the lines supplies of 
clothing and provisions so soon as notified when and where they will 
be received. 

U. S. GRANT, 
LDieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, D. C., January 3, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. E. PAINE, New York City: 

GENERAL: Whenever General Beall is ready to make distributions 
at any prison camp where there are no commissioned officers prisoners, 
you will give notice in order that three may be sent for that purpose 
from Johuson’s Island. The officers so sent will be kept separate from 
the other prisoners, and have no communication with them, except in 
making the distributions under your supervision and that of our officers 
at such camp. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


NEW YORK, January 3, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. W. N. R. BEALL: 

GENERAL: I inclose copy of telegram just received and will be ready 
to carry out the instructions therein contained at 2 o'clock p. m. 
to-morrow if you will be kind enough to meet me at that time at your 
office, 75 Murray street, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. E, PAINE, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 
[Inclosure.] 
Wak DEPARTMENT; 
Washington, D. 0., January 3, 1865—2.07 p.m. 
Brig. Gen. H. E, PAINE, New York: 


The Secretary of War directs that you will suspend General Beall’s 
parole and place him in Fort Lafayette as a prisoner of war until the 


“See Vol. VII, this series, p. 1198. 
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arrival of cotton from Mobile, when his parole will be renewed and he 
will enter upon the business as agreed upon between General Grant 
and Mr. Ould. You will remain in New York and await the arrival of 
the cotton. 
H. W. HALLEOK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


WASHINGTON City, D. C., January 3, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. E. R. 8S. CANBY, Commanding, Ce. : 

Srr: The Secretary of War directs me to inform you that Admiral 
Buchanan is held subject to exchange like other prisoners of war, and 
he desires this to be ade known to the rebel authorities west of the 
Mississippi River in order that a misapprehension on the subject may 
be corrected. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General, U. S. Volunteers, Commissioner of Exchange. 


P. S.—I presume, general, that the object of this notice is to remove 
an objection which it is said has stood in the way of the exchange of 
some naval prisoners (Union) held in Texas. You can act, therefore, in 
the case as if this information had been communicated prior to the 
interruption of exchanges. 

BK. A. H. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., January 3, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. E. R. 8. CANBY, 
Comdg. Mil. Div. of West Mississippi, New Orleans, La. : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that the necessary orders 
have been issued from this office for the forwarding to you for exchange 
of the prisoners captured at Helena, Ark., July 4, 1863; those cap- 
tured by the forces of Major-General Steele in the Department of 
Arkansas prior to July 28, 1864, and the officers (if any in our posses- 
sion) who were captured at Fort Butler, Donaldsonville, La., in June, 
1863, and inclose herewith for your information copies* of orders from 
this office in relation to the same. 

Those prisoners who were captured in Arkansas and who are now 
confined at Little Rock, Ark., being within your command, can be 
transferred on your order. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. WESSELLS, 
Brig. Gen., U. 8. Vols., Inspector and Vom. Gen. of Prisoners. 


HEADQUARTERS Rock ISLAND BARRACKS, 
Rock Island, IUl., January 3, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. WESSELLS, 
Inspector and Commissary-General of Prisoners : 
GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the com- 
munication addressed by you to Hon. G. M. Harris, Member of Congress, 


* See Special Orders, No. 49, December 30, 1864, Vol. VII, this series, p. 1298. 
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in relation to the alleged statements of the Argus newspaper, published 
in the city of Rock Island, the same being furnished for my information. 
The disposal of the subject by you in the manner indicated in the let- 
ter I am deeply thankful for, and as the matter has been brought to 
your notice through outside sources, I trust the following remarks in 
relation to the subject will not be amiss: During the political strife 
which has passed this paper was known as one of the most untruthful 
sheets in everything that related to the Government and the further- 
ance of its party success. As its circulation was largely among the 
friends and relations of the prisoners here residing in the border 
States, who took this paper for no other reason than to glean from its 
columns such slight intelligence of the prisoners as the editor was able 
to pick up on the streets, we were greatly annoyed by letters from 
these people asking if such and such statements were true. Though 
the inquiries were treated courteously, no steps were taken to correct 
the willful lies of this man, who seemed lost to all sense of honor or 
truth, until the appearance of the article which was referred to you. 
It was then debated in my mind whether to notice this statement or 
pass it by. Knowiug that I would be flooded with letters from the 
friends of the prisoners and others in relation to it, I decided it was 
the most judicious plan to answer it. A copy of that answer I beg to 
inclose herewith. In connection with this I would respectfully bring 
to your notice a rumor, which comes to me with every semblance of 
truth, to the effect that a well-known copperhead of Davenport, one 
Judge Graut by name, a bosom friend of Mr. Prettyman and such ilk, 
left for Washington some time ago to endeavor to bring to the notice 
of the President the “inhuman treatment of prisoners at this post,” 
and obtain, if possible, permission to visit the prison and investigate 
the matter. I have no fears of success on his part, but bring this for- 
ward to show the spirit animating these disloyal busybodies, whose 
desires are not to ameliorate the condition of the prisoners so much, 
but to use it as a hobby for partisan purposes. 

Lam, general, very truly and respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

A. J. JOHNSON, 
Colonel Fourth Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps, Comdg. Post. 


[Inclosure.] 


HEADQUARTERS RocK ISLAND BARRACKS, 
Rock Island, Il., November 23, 1864. 

Mr. Eprror: In your issue of the 21st instant I notice an article on 
the treatment of prisoners of war at this depot. Up to this time I have 
passed unnoticed the numerous erroneous articles that have appeared 
in the papers of this vicinity in relation to the occurrences at this post, 
but in this case I will deviate from an established rule and give your 
article of the 21st instant the notice it seems to merit. Owing to the 
fact that your paper has a wide circulation among the relatives of a 
large number of the prisoners, it is desirable that the antidote should 
quickly follow the poison in order to save the wives, mothers, fathers, 
sisters, and brothers of the prisoners unnecessary grief. Your asser- 
tions are founded on what you term a talk with several “newly made 
Union men,” and it would be difficult to imagine it possible to put 
together a greater amount of error and misrepresentation in the same 
space. 

You start with an issue of eight ounces of bread and a small piece of 
salt meat the size of two fingers daily; give large numbers the Scurvy, 
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and deliberately and willfully torture them to death, and call for fearful 
judgment on the guilty parties. Did you not blush when you pub- 
lished in your issue of the 22d instant the official report of the deaths 
of prisoners at this depot, amounting to three for the previous week? 
baer aeons Was a scorching answer to your whole article of the 21st 
instant. 

On the Ist of June last the issue of rations to prisoners was reduced 
to the following: Pork or bacon, ten ounces (in lieu of fresh beef); fresh 
beef, fourteen ounces; flour or soft bread, sixteen ounces; hard bread, 
fourteen ounces (in lieu of flour or soft bread); corn-meal, sixteen 
ounces (in lieu of flour or soft bread); beans or peas, twelve pounds 
and a half to 100 rations; rice or hominy, eight pounds to 100 rations; 
soap, four pounds to 100 rations; salt, three pounds and a quarter to 
100 rations; vinegar, three quarts to 100 rations. The bread and meat 
issue is two ounces per day less than is issued to the troops. The 
prisoners have no labor to perform while the troops are worked hard. 
When prisoners are worked they do so voluntarily, and receive addi- 
tional rations and also pay. Hundreds of dollars are expended every 
month to purchase tobacco to distribute among them. They have 
always been allowed to receive necessary clothing from their relatives, 
and scarcely a day passes without a large number of the most needy 
are brought out to receive clothing furnished by the Government. 
Thousands of snits of clothes, and likewise of blankets, have been 
issued, and the Government furnishes more clothing to destitute pris- 
oners in one day than friends do in two months. Only about one-fifth 
of the prisoners have received clothing from friends, while the other 
four-fifths are supplied entirely by the Government, and as a general 
thing that one-fifth are rebels and are supplied by rebels and rebel 
sympathizers. 

The above issue of rations is made to the letter. Hach company of 
prisoners receives ten days at a time, in bulk, they having the entire 
control of the distribution among themselves, and the few Union pris- 
oners in each company are at the mercy of a rebel majority. That, 
perhaps, will account, if true, for the eight ounces of bread and the 
small piece of meat received by them. 

Did it ever occur to you that, while you can spend the necessary time 
to pen an article like that and use nearly a column of your paper for 
its publication, your files may be searched in vain for the smallest edi- 
torial paragraph in condemnation of the rebel authorities for the brutal 
treatment of our men in their hands? You seem to be in doubt as to 
whom belongs the treatment of the prisoners at this depot. I will 
enlighten you. The treatment of them here and all issues to them are 
made strictly in accordance with orders from the War Department. I 

‘will embrace this opportunity to state that by a perusal of the columns 
of the Argus for the past year I am enabled to form a correct opinion 
of your position, and I have no objection to give you, in plain terms, 
what would be my action in regard to the treatment of prisoners in my 
charge if discretionary power rested with me: In the first place, 
instead of placing them in fine, comfortable barracks, with three large 
stoves in each and as much coal as they can burn, both day and night, 
I would place them in a pen with no shelter but the heavens, as our 
poor men were at Andersonville. Instead of giving them the same 
quality and nearly the same quantity of provisions that the troops on 
duty receive, I would give them, as near as possible, the same quantity 
and quality of provisions that the fiendish rebels give our men; and 
instead of a constant issue of clothing to them, I would let them wear 
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their rags, a8 our poor men in the hands of the rebel authorities are 
obliged to do; or, in other words, had I the power, strict retaliation 
would be practiced by me. Again, if discretionary power rested with 
me, I would arrest and confine the known sympathizers with the rebel- 
lion residing in Rock Island and Davenport, and quite a large number 
would be quickly added to our list of prisoners, and those communities 
would be relieved from a more dangerous element than open rebels in 


rms. 
You will oblige me by publishing this communication entire. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
A. J. JOHNSON, 
Colonel Fourth Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps, Comdg. Post. 


HEADQUARTERS WEST’S BUILDINGS HOSPITAL, 
Baltimore, Md., January 30, 1865.* 
Surg. A. CHAPEL, U.S. Volunteers, Commanding Hospital: 

Srr: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week 
ending January 28, 1865: 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—good. Clothing—sufficient. Bed- 
ding—good. State of quarters—good. State of mess-houses—good. 
State of kitchen—good.. Food, quality of—excellent. Food, quantity 
of—sufficient. Water—good. Sinks—good. Police of grounds—good. 
Drainage—good. Police of hospital—good. Attendance of sick— 
excellent. Hospital diet—good. General health of prisoners—good 
as could be expected from the nature of their wounds and diseases. 
Vigilance of guard—good. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HORATIO ROBERTS, 
Second Lieut., Veteran Reserve Corps, and Inspecting Officer. 


OFFICE SUPT. AND INSPECTOR OF MILITARY PRISON, 
Saint Louis, Mo., January 3, 1865. 
Col. J. H. BAKER, 
Provost-Marshal-General, Department of the Missouri: 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
January 2, 1865: 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—improving. Clothing—sufficient, with 
a few exceptions. Bedding—good enough. State of quarters—clean. 
State of mess-houses—clean. State of kitchen—clean. Food, quality 
of—according to regulations. Food, quantity of—sufficient. Water— 
plenty. Sinks—the same as last reported. Police of grounds—satis- 
factory. Drainage—sufficient, when it don’t freeze. Police of hospi- 
tal—very good. Attendance of sick—same. Hospital diet—accord- 
ing to regulations. General health of prisoners—good. Vigilance of 
guard—generally satisfactory. 

Remarks and suggestions.—I had the honor of accompanying the 
major-general commanding the department through our prisons to-day. 
The general had a careful inspection and was made acquainted with all 
the suggestions and propositions made from this office in reference to 
the necessity and propriety of a change of location and other reforms 


*Inadvertently inserted out of chronological order. 
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proposed. I respectfully refer to what may be the general’s opinion: 
He told me that he was pleased with the cleanliness and the good order 
about the prisons. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GUST. HEINRICHS, 
Lieut. Col. Forty-first Missouri Volunteers and Inspecting Officer. 


Hpqrs. C. 8. Min. PRISONS EAST OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Columbia, 8S. O., January 3, 1865. 
Dr. S. P. Moors, 
Surgeon-General C. 8. Army, Richmond, Va.: 


Srr: Permit me respectfully to invite your attention to General 
Orders, No. 84, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, paragraph I, 
by which I am constituted Commissary-General of Prisoners All 
officers and men serving with the different prisons east of Missis- 
sippi River are placed under my command. At the several prisons 
there are a large number of medical officers; some placed on duty in 
orders from the War Department, others by various medical directors. 
The location of these prisons is frequently changed, creating a necessity 
for the transfer of the officers beyond the limits of the department of 
medical director, by whom they were assigned. The interest of the 
prisons being somewhat at variance with the Confederate hospitals, 
great difficulty is sometimes experienced in obtaining the necessary 
supplies for the comfort of the sick of this command. Many of the 
administrative details of the medical department of this command 
necessarily pass through these headquarters. I have, therefore, placed 
Surg. Isaiah H. White on duty at these headquarters as chief medical 
officer of the prisons. I find this necessary and hope you will approve 
of this, and separate the prison hospitals from all medical directors, and 
that he report directly to your office. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. H. WINDER, 
Brigadier-General. 


NASHVILLE, TENN., January 3, 1865. 
Maj. WILLIAM INNES, 
Assistant Commissioner, Organizing U.S. Colored Troops: 

Masor: The following report of my capture and subsequent at- 
tempted murder is respectfully submitted for yourinformation: 

I was captured on the 20th of December fourteen miles in a southeast- 
erly direction from Murfreesborough, in company with two other officers, 
Lieut. D. G. Cooke, Twelfth U.S. Colored Infantry, and Capt. Charles G. 
Penfield, Forty-fourth U.S. Colored Infantry, by a company of scouts 
belonging to Forrest’s command, numbering thirty-six men, commanded 
by Captain Harvey. As soon as captured we were robbed of everything 
of any value, even to clothing. We were kept under guard for three days 
with some other prisoners (private soldiers of General Steedman’s divis- 
ion, who were captured near Murfreesborough) until we reached a small 
town called Lewisburg, some eighteen miles south of Duck River. There 
the officers were sent under a guard of four men to report, as I sup- 
posed, to General Forrest’s headquarters. The guard told [me] that 
was their destination, They took us along the pike road le ling from, 
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Lewisburg to Mooresville, about four miles, and then left tne road and 
turned to the right for the purpose, as they said, of stopping at a neighbor- 
ing house for the night. ; 

After leaving the road about half a mile, as we were walking along 
through a wooded ravine, the man in advance of us halted, partially 
turned his horse, and as I came up, drew his revolver and fired on me 
without a word. The ball entered my right ear just above the center, 
passed through and lodged in the bone back of the ear. It knocked 
me senseless for afew moments. I soon recovered, however, but lay 
perfectly quiet, knowing that my only hope lay in leading them to 
believe they had killed me. Presently I heard two carbine shots, and 
then all was still. After about fifteen minutes I staggered to my feet 
and attempted to get away, but found I could not walk. About that 
time a colored boy came along and helped me to a house near by. He 
told me that the other two officers were dead, having been shot through 
the head. That evening their bodies were brought to the house where 
Ilay. Next morning they were decently buried on the premises of Col. 
John C. Hill, near by. 

The shooting occurred on the 22d, and on the 23d, about midday, one 
of Forrest’s men came to the house where I was lying and inquired for 
me; said that he had come to kill me. The man of the house said that 
it was entirely unnecessary, as I was so severely wounded that I would 
die any way, and he expected I would not live over an hour. He then 
went away, saying that if I was not dead by morning I would be killed. 
After he left I was moved by the neighbors to another house, and was 
moved nearly every night from one house to another until the 27th, 
when I was relieved by a party of troops sent from Columbia and 
brought within the Federal lines. 

The privates were sent off on a road leading to the right of the one 
we took; about in the direction of ( columbia, 1 should judge. I cannot 
but think they were killed, as about that time our forces occupied 
Columbia, the rebel army having retreated. There were twelve privates, 
belonging, I think, to Cruft’s brigade.* 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. W. FITCH, 
First Ineutenant, Twelfth U. 8. Colored Infty., and A. A. Q. M. 


NEW ORLEANS, January 4, 1865. 
(Received 10.25 p. m. 10th) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK: 

Your telegram of December 29 has been received. The steamship 
Atlanta, capacity of carrying 1,500 bales, was sent to Mobile Bay on 
the 16th ultimo to take the cotton referred to to New York. The only 
delay on our part was occasioned by a norther of three days. The sub- 
sequent delay was due to the authorities in Mobile. Llearn this morning 
from Colonel Sawtelle, who has just returned from Mississippi Sound, 
that General Granger is unable to account for the delay, and was on 
the point of notifying General Maury that unless he received assur- 
ances that the cotton would soon be sent out he would not detain the 
Atlanta any longer. 

ED. R. 8. CANBY, 
Major-General. 


* See also Thomas to Hood, January 13, 1865, Series I, Vol. XLV, Part II, p. 578. 
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NEw YorK, January 4, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, Ohief of Staff: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose certain papers* relating to 
General Beall’s case, having referred to them in a letter this day sent. 
My attention was called to the matter of the sign some days since, but 
knowing that it was a small tin sign attached to the glass door on the 
inside, I did not object to it and am, perhaps, myself at fault. Ifthe 
weather permits we shall go to Fort Lafayette to-morrow, unless I 
hear by telegraph from you in reply to my telegram of this date. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HALBERT E. PAINE, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


NEw YoRK, January 4, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. E. PAINE, U.S. Volunteers, Present: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to state that I called at General Dix’s 
headquarters to-day, and learning the cause of the order, hope to be 
able to get it changed. Will you meet me at General Dix’s headquar- 
ters at some hour as soon as possible convenient to you? Please 
answer. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. N. R. BEALL, 
Brigadier-General, Provisional Army, C. 8., 
Paroled Prisoner and Agent to Supply Prisoners of War. 


NEw YORK, January 4, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEOK: 


The tug could not land at Fort Lafayette to-day. Please inform me 
whether General] Beall can remain on parole until you receive a written 
communication to be mailed to-night. 

H. E. PAINE, 


Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington, D. C., January 4, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. E. PAINE, New York: 
You have the same discretion in executing orders communicated 
through me that I have in sending them. 
H. W. HALLECK, 


Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


ed 


New York, January 4, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. E. Parne, U.S. Volunteers, Present: 


GENERAL: I haye the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a copy of 
a telegram of 3d instant, from Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, chief of staff, 


*See Beall to Van Buren, December 29, 1864, Vol. VII, this series, p. 1295, and Beall 
to Paine, January 4, next, post. 
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“directing that my parole be suspended and that I be placed in Fort 
Lafayette as a prisoner of war till the arrival of the cotton from 
Mobile, when my parole will be renewed and I will enter upon the busi- 
ness as agreed upon between General Grant and Mr. Ould.” I would 
respectfully state that having been paroled to make arrangements to 
sell the cotton and purchase supplies, I on my arrival here, as the cotton 
was daily looked for, rented a store, and have with three weeks’ hard 
work collected in the store-house a large lot of samples of blankets and 
clothing. These samples are from large and reliable firms and factories, 
some of them at a distance. The samples have not been examined and 
decided upon, as I was not ready to purchase. I will of course have 
to return them if I go to Fort Lafayette, and the purchases when the 
cotton does come must be delayed and all the work goneover. I would 
therefore most respectfully ask that the Honorable Secretary of War 
permit me to remain on parole till the arrival of the cotton. If this 
favor cannot be granted, I would ask for two days’ time to return the 
samples. It cannot be done in less time. By the suspension of my 
parole it is clear that I am thought to have acted in some way not con- 
sistent with my instructions and the wishes of the War Department. 

I have been studiously careful to observe to the letter my instruc- 
tions and parole, and if I have failed to do so in any one particular I 
am not aware of it, and ask that my conduct since here be examined 
into. This I think but justice to me, as my reputation must be injured 
by a suspension of my parole. 

I would state that a sign which I thought necessary to put up to 
point out my place of business gave grounds for some remarks in the 
papers. The sign has been permanently taken down. 

I am, general, very respectfnlly, your obedient servant, 
WM. N. R. BEALL, 
Brigadier-General, Provisional Army, C. S., 
Paroled Prisoner of War and Agent to Supply Prisoners of War. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. O., January 4, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER, 
Commissioner for Hachange, Fort Monroe, Va.: 

GENERAL: By authority of the Secretary of War I inclose herewith 
for your information a copy of special orders from this office, author- 
izing the execution of retaliatory measures in the case of Capt. W. H. 
Snowden, Tenth New Jersey Volunteers, now held as a prisoner by the 
rebels, and who it is represented is subjected to treatment set forth in 
the order. It is respectfully requested that the rebel authorities may 
be notified of the action taken. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. WESSELLS, 
Brig. Gen., U. 8. Vols., Inspector and Com. Gen. of Prisoners. 


{Inclosure, ] 


SPECIAL ORDERS, } OFFICE CoM. GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
No. 2. Washington, D. C., January 4, 1865, 
* * * * * * * 
VIII. By authority of the Secretary of War a captain of the rebel 
army, @ prisoner of war, will be selected and subjected to the same 
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treatment as Capt. W. H. Snowden, Tenth New J ersey Volunteers, 
who is said to be held as a hostage for the burning of Letcher’s build- 
ing, treated as a felon, and fed upon bread and water. 
¥* * * * * * * 

By order of Brig. Gen. H. W. Wessells, Inspect i - 

General of Prisoners: seat BBA Byiseinih yoo athe 
: W. T. HARTZ, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


EXECUTIVE MANSION, Washington, D. C., January 5, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, City Point, Va.: 

Richard T. Jacob, lieutenant-governor of Kentucky, is at the Spots- 
wood House, in Richmond, under an order of General Burbridge not 
to return to Kentucky. Please communicate leave to him to pass your 
lines and come to me here at Washington.* 

A. LINCOLN. 


NEw YORK, January 5, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. W. N. R. BEALL, 75 Murray Street: 
GENERAL: If you will be kind enough to be ready at your office at 
1 o’clock this afternoon I will call for you with a carriage. We can go 
thence to your quarters for your baggage. The tug will lie near the 
Battery. I beg that you will be ready at the time because the morning 
is fair and a landing can be easily made at the fort. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. E. PAINE, 


Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPOT PRISONERS OF WAR, 
Elmira, N. Y., January 5, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. WESSELLS, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to state that I forwarded from these 
headquarters December 1, 1864, a requisition for clothing for issue to 
prisoners of war. About December 7 we received a quantity of clothing, 
partly filling the requisition, which was issued to prisoners. December 
12 we received a communication from Brig. Gen. H. E. Paine, U.S. Vol- 
unteers, inclosing communication from Brigadier-General Beall, agent 
for rebel authorities, addressed to prisoners of war at this depot, noti- 
fying them of an arrangement between the United States Government 
and rebel authorities, by which each was to supply its own prisoners 
with necessary supplies, and requesting the prisoners to select three 
officers to receive and issue to them the supplies on their arrival. This 
request was complied with and report forwarded through General Paine 
December 17. December 14 we received a communication from your 
office advising us of the fact that, by a mutual agreement between the 
United States Government and rebel authorities, a large amount of 


*For other correspondence in relation to the arrest and banishment of Jacob see 
Series I, Vol. XLV, Part II, pp. 387, 402, 504. 
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cotton had been shipped for New York to be sold, the proceeds to be 
applied to the purchase of clothing for prisoners of war, and that in 
view of this fact it was not deemed advisable to provide any more 
clothing for prisoners than was absolutely demanded by the ordinary 
dictates of humanity. December 18 we received a communication from 
your office directing that, in pursuance of the arrangement between the 
United States and rebel authorities, commanding officers of military 
prisons will afford every necessary and proper facility for the purpose 
upon the request of Brigadier-General Paine. We have heard nothing 
further in relation to the subject since. A number of prisoners will 
soon be destitute of trousers and other articles of clothing. There are 
still due upon requisition of December 1 1,000 jackets, 2,500 shirts, 3,000 
pair trousers, 8,000 drawers, 4,000 bootees, 7,000 socks, 1,500 caps, and 
I would respectfully request that these amounts of jackets, trousers, 
shirts, bootees, socks, caps, and 4,000 pair of drawers be furnished 
immediately for issue to prisoners, unless the Department is advised 
that supplies will be speedily forwarded by the rebel authorities. 
lam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. F. TRACY, 
Colonel 127th U. 8. Colored Troops, Commanding Depot. 


{First indorsement. ] 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., January 7, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to the Quartermaster-General and attention 
invited to the statement of commanding officer of the prison camp at 
Elmira, N. Y. The delay in the arrival of rebel cotton renders it 
necessary to issue clothing to prisoners of war in our hands during the 
inclemency of winter. 
H. W. WESSELLS, 
Brig. Gen., U. 8. Vols., Inspector and Com. Gen. of Prisoners. 


[Second indorsement.] 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
January 14, 1865. 
Respectfully returned to Brigadier-General Wessells with information 
that the requisition referred to within was not received at this office, 
and with request that, if approved, he will make requisition on this 
office for such articles as in his opinion should be sent to the prisoners 
of war at Elmira. 
By order of Quarterinaster-General : 
ALEX. J. PERRY, 
Colonel, Quartermaster’s Department. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., January 5, 1865. 
Col. B. F. TRAcY, 


Commanding Depot Prisoners of War, Elmira, N. Y.: 


COLONEL: I ain directed by the Commissary-General of Prisoners to 
acknowledge the receipt of your inspection report for the week ending 
December 25, 1864, and to inform you that if cases of smallpox continue 
to multiply you are authorized, after consultation with the proper 
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medical authorities, to put up temporary buildings for the isolation of 
that class of patients. Place it within the inclosure, if practicable, 
but if circumstances require it to be established outside it should be 
suitably guarded. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. T. HARTZ, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS 
WEST OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
; Nashville, Tenn., January 5, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. WESSELLS, 
Com. Gen. of Prisoners East of the Mississippi, Washington, D. C.: 
GENERAL: The rebel wounded prisoners in the hospitals at this 
place and at Franklin are much in want of clothing suitable for sick 
men, and if it is thought advisable to consider their wants so far, I 
would suggest that General Beall be notified accordingly. In the 
belief that arrangements for the supplying of clothing to rebel prisoners 
in our hands by the rebel authorities have been completed, and in pur- 
suance of what I understand to be the views of the Secretary of War, I 
have directed that no clothing, including blankets, shall be issued to 
prisoners forwarded from this city since my arrival. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen. and Oom. Gen. of Prisoners West of the Miss. 


OFFICE PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL OF EAST TENN,, 
Knoxville, Tenn., January 5, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. E. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Commissioner for Exchange of Prisoners, Washington, D. O.: 

- GENERAL: J have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication of the 23d ultimo in regard to the arrangements entered 
into between the rebel General Vaughn and myself for the exchange 
and release of citizen prisoners from East Tennessee. The fifth article 
was intended, as you supposed, simply as a local agreement confined 
to East Tennessee in its operations, and not as a political, national act. 
Iconsidered it to bein keeping with the letter and spirit of the President’s 
amnesty proclamation, as the rebel sympathizers to be affected by it 
(those who voluntarily abandoned their homes in East Tennesxee) are 
simply permitted to return to them and remain so long as they conduct 
themselves peaceably and comply with the requirements of the author- 
ities, one of. which is (if they would secure protection) to take in good 
faith, for the purpose of restoring peace and establishing the national 
authority, the amnesty oath of the 8th of December, 1863, It was 
expressly stated in conversation with General Vaughn and fully 
understood, that the United States Government would not suspend 
action in cases where parties were indicted for treason, nor was our 
agreement to interfere with any trials pending in the civil courts. 
Many of our friends, from fear of arrest and maltreatment by the rebel 
troops, have been in the habit of leaving their homes aid of seeking 
protection within our lines on every retrograde movement of our forces. 
It is desirable to secure to them, if possible, immunity from arrest in 
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the event their homes are, by military necessity, left unprotected by 
our troops. And while I must confess I place but little faith in rebel 
pledges, I deemed it a duty to do all I could for the protection of our 
loyal citizens from rebel annoyances. Hence the adoption of the fifth 
article. I should be glad to know if, from your experience with the 
rebel authorities in the matter of exchanges, you think it will be safe 
for me to send the hostages now held at the North to the rebel lines 
immediately after their arrival at Knoxville, or should they be kept 
here until the rebels comply with their part of the agreement by deliv- 
ering the Union prisoners at our lines? While I desire to be careful 
not to violate any part of the obligation for which I pledged the faith 
of our authorities, nor give the rebels the slightest pretext for failing 
to release the Union citizens from East Tennessee held by them, I do 
not wish to act otherwise than in strict compliance with the rules you 
have found it necessary to adopt in exchanging prisoners unless I 
have the sanction of the Government in so doing. General Vaughn 
stated that he supposed that the citizens held by the rebels would 
reach our lines about the middle of December, but to this date I have 
heard nothing of them. It may be that the destruction of the Vir- 
ginia and East Tennessee Railroad in the recent raid of General Stone- 
man has caused delay in delivering them. I will at least hope so, 
although I cannot but entertain some fears that they will fail to com- 
ply strictly with the agreement. I would suggest that Captain Battle 
be continued in close confinement and in irons at Fort Delaware until 
Captain Harris is either released or it is certainly known he will be. 
When Captain Harris was last heard from, about 1st of December, 1864, 
he was still at Columbia, 8. C., and in irons. 
I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. P. CARTER, 
Brig. Gen. and Provost-Marshal-General of Hast Tennessee. 


HEADQUARTERS 1117TH U.S. COLORED INFANTRY, 
Nashville, Tenn., January 5, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER, 
Commanding Department of East Virginia: 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I have in my possession a 
copy of the Mobile Advertiser and Register of October, 1864, which 
contains a printed order from D. H. Maury, major-general, C.S. Army, 
giving the names of about 570 of our colored soldiers who belong to the 
One hundred and sixth, One hundred and tenth, and One hundred and 
eleventh U.S. Colored Infantry Regiments, and notifying the former 
owners of said soldiers that they were at that time employed by the 
engineer department at Mobile, Ala., and for the owners to report and 
receive the pay due for the soldiers’ services. If you desire me to send 
ce the paper which contains the order, or a copy of the order, I will 

0 SO. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
O. O. POPPLETON, 
Lieutenant and Acting Adjutant, 111th U. 8. Oolored Infantry. 


{Indorsement. ] 
Respectfully forwarded to Major-General Hitchcock, commissioner of 
exchange of prisoners. 


BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major- General. 
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CIRCULAR. | HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE GULF, 
wh ovens Mobile, October 15, 1864. 

e following-named negroes are employed by engineer cor 
Mobile, Ala. The owners are notified a reer PS tose the Oeics 
ne a 

‘The names of 575 men and of their alleged owners, with residences 
of the latter, are entered in this order.” 
* * * * * * * 


By command of Maj. Gen. D. H. Maury: 
GEORGE G. GARNER, 
Chief of Staff. 


U. 8. IRON-CLAD CHICKASAW, 
; Off Mobile, January 5, 1865. 
[Maj. JAMES E. MONTGOMERY:| 


MaJsor: Your communication of yesterday is just received, 5 p. m. 
The delay in sending the cotton through the obstructions has been 
explained by the authorities at Mobile to the senior naval officer here 
at two different times by flag of truce. The first time, under date of 
December 29 ultimo, he stated that the wind (a violent norther) had 
so lowered the water that the vessel on which the cotton was loaded 
could not go through the obstructions, and that as soon as high water 
returned he should send out the cotton. Yesterday another communi- 
cation was received from General Maury stating that the vessel on 
which the cotton was loaded had got aground, and that if she was not 
got off very soon the cotton would be transferred to another vessel and 
carried through the obstructions and delivered in accordance with the 
stipulations. General Maury stated his regret at the delay, and the 
naval officers here have no doubt that the reasons stated by General 
Maury are true. There is a high tide this p. m., and the naval officers 
here state to me their belief that the rebel steamer will be got off, as 
we can see her plainly, and heavy clouds of smoke indicate a vigorous 
attempt to get her off. 

So far as I can judge, I have no doubt that the delay has been 
unavoidable on the part of the rebel authorities, and that they are as 
anxious to get out the cotton as I am to have them. 

The communication from the major-general regarding the horse taken 
from Sand Island has been received, and the directions therein con- 
tained shall be complied with, as well as the matter in New Ycrk 
written me about by him. 

I shall be prompt in keeping you informed of my progress. 

Very respectfully, major, your obedient servant, 
; FRANK G. NOYES, 
Captain and Commissary of Subsistence. 


NEw YORK, January 5, 1865. 


Col. ROBERT OULD, Agent of Exchange, kichmond, Va.: 

COLONEL: I have the honor to state that by direction of the Secre- 
tary of War my parole has been suspended and I am to be placed in 
Fort Lafayette as a prisoner of war till the arrival of the cotton from 
Mobile, when my parole will be renewed and I will enter upon the busi- 
ness as agreed upon between General Grant and you. I feel confident 
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that I have done no act inconsistent with my parole and instructions 
that could place me in this position. Ihave asked of the United States 
an investigation. : 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. N. R. BEALL, 
Brig. Gen., Prov. Army, CO. 8., Agent to Supply Prisoners of War. 


[Indorsement. ] 
Submitted to Secretary of War, who directed it to be placed on file 
January 20, 1865. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Post-OFFICE DEPARTMENT, Washington, January 6, 1865. 
His EXCELLENOY THE PRESIDENT, Washington: 

In the case of my brother I respectfully apply to Your Excellency for 
the pardon of certain individuals on Johnson’s Island, sentenced to 
death by a military commission and reprieved by Your Excellency. My 
principal argument is that no harm could possibly arise from their 
pardon to the cause of the Union; while on the other hand it would 
save the lives of four brave Union officers who have suffered more in 
Southern dungeons than any other prisoners, and who are now kept in 
subterranean cells, The argument against such an exercise of Executive 
clemency might be the following, that ‘‘Our Government should not 
allow the rebels to prevent its exercise of the belligerent right to punish 
spies by taking hostages for them.” To this I answer that there is no 
danger that the rebels will make it a practice to prevent the execution 
of spies by selecting hostages for them from among our prisoners. 
Spies were arrested and punished by us before and after the case now 
in question without any attempt on the part of the rebels to prevent it. 
It is not a principle which the rebels want to assert—it is a mere 
personal matter. They took the hostages to whom I refer only in a 
particular case and to benefit particular individuals for whom powerful 
Southern influences were at work; and the experiment has not been 
repeated in subsequent cases, nor is it likely to be repeated again as 
the war will soon be brought to a close. 

In case objections should occur to Your Excellency to the granting of 
my application, I ask to be heard before you arrive at a final decision, 
and would respectfully request Your Excellency to appoint a day and 
hour when it will be convenient to hear me. 

I have the honor to remain, your obedient servant, 
BF. HASSAUREK. 


Names of individuals referred to: George P. Simms, William 8. Bur- 
gess, John Marr, Thomas M. Campbell, H. P. Esteph, John O. Shore, most 
of them belonging to the Second Independent Kentucky Regiment. 


WASHINGTON, January 7, 1865. 

Remarks in reference to the note of Mr, Hassaurek, of yesterday’s 
date, touching the case of Lieutenant Markbreit: 

The rebels claim the State of Kentucky as included in the “Confed- 
erate States,” and they have attempted to send rebel officers into that 
State to recruit for the rebel army. Men were also employed in vari- 
ous parts of the State, endeavoring to raise companies of which they 
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were to be the officers, under promises from the rebel authorities. 
They were thus within the State in the rear of the Union armies, Some 
being even at Maysville, on the Ohio River. They were acting secretly 
and were not in the dress of recognized rebels; they were therefore 
proper subjects for arrest and trial as spies. General Burnside caused 
two of this class of persons, after due trial and conviction, to be exe- 
cuted. Several others were duly tried and sentenced to death, but the 
sentences were commuted and the offenders were sent to Johnson’s 
Island as prisoners of war. 

The rebel authorities asserted their rights in Kentucky and endeav- 
ored to throw the protection of the rebel Government over this class 
of persons. To this end they placed Captains Sawyer and Flinn in cell 
confinement, under orders for execution in retaliation for the proceed- 
ings of General Burnside. At that time we held a son of Robert E. 
Lee as a captive, having the rank of a brigadier-general; and that 
officer, with one other of inferior rank, was set apart at Fort Monroe 
with orders to the commanding officer to execute them in case Sawyer 
and Flinn were put to death. This checked the proceedings at Rich- 
mond, and after some little time Sawyer and Flinn were exchanged for 
officers of like grade, and Lee was exchanged for Brigadier-General 
Dow. 

But the rebels did not relinquish their attempt or assumed right to 
recruit in Kentucky. Sawyer and Flinn being exchanged, they put 
other Union officers in cell confinement to enforce their claim to have 
“ spies,” as we call them, treated as ordinary prisoners of war, giving 
us formal notice, by letter, of their claim in this respect. 

If this claim shall be recognized, or in any manner acceded to, we 
may expect to find rebel officers more or less openly recruiting for the 
rebel army in Kentucky; the only penalty in that case, if captured, 
being that attending an ordinary capture of a prisoner of war. 

When Mr. Ould gave the formal notice referred to we were informed 
that to enforce it other Union officers had been placed in cell confine- 
ment in Richmond as hostages for the release of two rebels, one of 
whom was named Waller. These two—a concession to the rebel 
claim—were placed on a footing with captured officers. 

But this did not stop the attempt to assert the right to recruit in 
Kentucky. Other military criminals fell under the sentences of com- 
missions and are now held at Johnson’s Island; and these are the 
parties whom the rebels are now endeavoring to protect by the cell 
confinement of Lieutenant, Markbreit and others, and the question now 
seems to be, Shall the Government allow the rebels to make good their 
pretensions by acquiescing in their demand for the release of the offi- 
cers in question through the means they employ—that of cell confine- 
ment of certain Union officers, of which Lieutenant Markbreit is one? 

The undersigned desires only to present the question as it appears 


to him, and respectfully submits it. 
E. A. HITCHCOCK, 


Major-General of Volunteers, Commissioner of Exchange. 


WASHINGTON, September 17, 1864. 


His Excellency ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 
President of the United States: 
I take the liberty of applying to you for the exchange of my brother, 
who is actually being starved to death at Richmond, where he is kept 
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in close confinement as a hostage for some rebel prisoner on Johnson’s 
Island. His name is Leopold Markbreit (being my half-brother). He 
was General Averell’s acting assistant adjutant-general, and originally 
belonged to the Twenty-eighth Ohio Volunteers. He was taken last 
November at Salem, W. Va., and has been kept in close confinement 
for the last four months. Prompt action alone can save his life, as the 
subjoined extract from his last letter (dated July 10) will show. 

T implore Your Excellency to effect his immediate release in the name 
of humanity and of justice. 

Your most obedient servant, 
F. HASSAUREK. 


LOWER CELL, LIBBY PRISON, Richmond, July 10, 1864. 

* * * My situation could not be worse. I have become so weak 
and broken down from close confinement and want of food that [ can 
hardly walk. Our rations daily consist of one-half pound of corn 
bread, one-half pound of boiled beans, and about two or three ounces 
of bacon. This is what the commissary says our rations weigh, but 
judging from the quantity we actually receive I doubt whether it weighs 
that much. You can judge how much we get when I assure you that 
we eat every morsel as soon as we receive our rations and go hungry 
the balance of the twenty-four hours. I cannot say how long we shall 
be able to live on such rations, but I am confident that we cannot stand 
it much Jonger. I am becoming both blind and deaf. My eyes are 
very much inflamed, and my sense of hearing is getting worse every 
day. * * * 


{Indorsement. } 


SEPTEMBER 19, 1864, 
The writer of this, who appeals for his brother, is our minister to 
Ecuador, and whom, if at all compatible, I would like to have obliged 
by a special exchange of his brother. 
A. LINCOLN. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. 0., January 6, 1865. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. JAMES BARNES, 
Commanding District of Saint Mary’s, Point Lookout, Md. : 
GENERAL: I have the honor, by direction of the Commissary-Gen- 
eral of Prisoners, to acknowledge the receipt of inspection report of 
the condition of prisoners of war at Point Lookout, Md., for the week 
ending December 31, 1864, and request thatif in your opinion a portion 
of the tents are unfit for further use you will cause them to be in- 
spected in the usual manner and submit the report to this office, with 
such suggestions as you may deem proper to make. If the prisoners 
are suffering for want of necessary clothing, make a requisition for 
present wants and it will be submitted to the Quartermaster-General. 
It is hoped that the rebel authorities will be able to procure clothing 
for their men in our hands at an early day from the proceeds of a cargo 
of cotton said to have been shipped from Mobile with that object. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. T. HARTZ, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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HEADQUARTERS Fort LAFAYETTE, 
New York Harbor, January 6, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. WESSELLS, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. O.: 
’ Sir: Brigadier-General Beall, C. S. Army, was turned over to me as 
a prisoner last night by Brigadier-General Paine, U. S. Army, by order 
of Major-General Halleck, U.S. Army. Shall I restrict him to the 
actual rations of prisoners of war like all the rest, or shall I allow him 
to make purchases for his own use, as he appears to be off parole only 
until the cotton arrives? 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
MARTIN BURKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel, U. 8S. Army, Commanding. 


[First indorsement.] 
OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 


Washington, D. O., January 10, 1865. 


Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War for consideration. 
H. W. WESSELLS, 
Brig. Gen., U. S. Vols., Inspector and Com, Gen. of Prisoners.. 


[Second indorsement.] 


WAR DEPARTMENT, January 12, 1865. 


Returned to the Commissary-General of Prisoners. 
General Beall is to be treated precisely like any other prisoner of war. 
By order of the Secretary of War: 

C. A. DANA, 


Assistant Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS FORREST’S CAVALRY CORPS, 
In the Field, January 6, 1865. 
Major-General DANA, 
Commanding U. 8S. Forces, Memphis, Tenn.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor herewith to transmit copies of commu- 
nications between Major-General Rousseau and myself relative to an 
exchange of prisoners.* The arrangement or agreement failed on 
account of the defeat of our army at Nashville, and about 1,600 Federal 
prisoners captured by the cavalry of my command still remain in my 
possession. Accompanying his written communication I received a 
verbal message from Major-General Rousseau through Captain McCon- 
nell, of his staff, requesting “that Lieutenant-Colonel Grass, of the 
Sixty-first Illinois, be treated as kindly as circumstances would permit, 
as he was a high-toned gentleman, a brave soldier, and a magnanimous 
foe.” Since his capture Colonel Grass has remained at my headquarters, 
and is now released upon parole and accompanies my adjutant-general, 
Maj. J. P. Strange, to Memphis under a flag of truce with these dis- 
patches, for the purpose of effecting an exchange for Col. E. W. Rucker, 
of my command, who was captured and wounded during the recent 
engagement in front of Nashville. You are no doubt aware also of an 
agreement made between Major-General Washburn and myself for 


* See Forrest to Rousseau and Rousseau to Forrest, December 16, 1864, Vol. VII, 
this series, p. 1233. 
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exchanging prisoners, which has been approved by General Hood and 
by Lieutenaut-General Taylor, commanding this department, and under 
which a number of exchanges, both special and general, have been 
made. I am still willing to continue that arrangement; also to meet 
the expressed wishes of Major-General Rousseau in regard to Colonel 
Grass, by sending him on his parole of honor (a copy of which is here- 
with inclosed)* to effect an exchange for Colonel Rucker. My adjutant- 
general, Major Strange, is fully authorized to arrange for any further 
exchange of prisoners, mau for man, rank for rank. And believing it 
to be the duty of every government to relieve their faithful soldiers, 
whether sick, wounded, or in prison, I shall, so long as permitted to do 
so, hold myself in readiness to exchange, as far as in my power to do so, 
all Federal prisoners falling into my hands for those of my own com- 
mand first, and then for any others belonging to the 0. S. Army in the 
hands of the enemy. Quite a number ot your men recently captured 
are without sufficient clothing, shoes, and blankets. Should you desire 
to supply them with any articles necessary to their comfort, I will see 
that they are safely transmitted and issued to those of your army who 
most need them. 

Assuring you of my desire, as far as practicable, to mitigate human 
suffering and lessen the privations of the soldiers,t 

I am, general, very respectfully, &c., 
N. B. FORREST, 
Major-General. 


Statement of grade and equivalents of prisoners delivered to Maj. James R. Curell, C. S. 
age) Ot exchange in Mobile Bay, Ala., from the garrison of Fort Gaines, January 
; 6 
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Hpars. U.S. ForcEs, JoHNSON’s ISLAND AND SANDUSKY, 
Johnsows Island, Ohio, January 6, 1865. 
Col, CHARLES W. HILL, Commanding Post: 


The following table shows the average number of prisoners of war 
sresent at this post during the time herein mentioned: 
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*Not found. 
tSee Dana to Forrest, January 12, 1865, Series I, Vol. XLVIII, Part I, p. 498. 
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It is certified that the above is a correct report, as taken from the 
records at these headquarters. 
[ J. F. HUNTINGTON, 
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpars. C. 8. MIL. PRisons EAST OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Columbia, S. C., January 6, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. W. M. GARDNER, Richmond, Va.: 


GENERAL: The letter of Lieut. Col. Robert C. Smith, of December 
26, 1864, with your indorsement, has this day been received. I fear it 
will be impossible to get what he calls old regular troops. The same 
difficulty occurs at all the prisons, and if we can get reserves, or any 
other troops, we must be satisfied and do the best we can with them. 
I regret to see the spirit of discontent manifested in the letter. Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Smith, because he cannot get what he wants, asks to 
be relieved from the command, and that some one be ordered to relieve 
him who ranks Colonel Henry. General Orders, No. 84, provide for all 
difficulties arising from the officer in command of troops ranking the 
officer commanding the prisoners. You will please call attention to 
that order, and direct both Colonel Henry and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Smith to govern themselves byit. The want of provisions is a serious 
matter, which will, I think, require the removal of the prisoners from 
Danville. I have now a communication before the Department which 
I am in daily expectation to hear from. As soon as I doI shall then 
be prepared to take the necessary steps to remove the prisoners if 
necessary. 

In the meantime inform Lieutenant-Colonel Smith that I cannot 
apply to have him relieved from this command. He must do as other 
commanders of prisons have done and are still doing; that is, to make 
the best use he can of the means at his command. Relieving him 
would not remedy the evil; it would only throw it on somebody else. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. H. WINDER, 


Brigadier- General. 


RICHMOND, January 7, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. Jonn E. MuULForD, Assistant Agent of Kxchange: 

Sir: Some time ago Johnson S. Palmer, an inoffensive citizen of 
Loudoun County, Va., was tried by some sort of a Federal tribunal and 
sentenced to the penitentiary at Albany. Mr. Palmer’s offense, it seems, 
was that he carried cattle and other articles from his county to Rich- 
mond for sale. I now notify you that one Charles Thompson, who for 
some time past has been a citizen prisoner, has this day been put in the 
penitentiary at Richmond in retaliation. When Mr. Palmer is released 
Mr. Thompson will be discharged. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange, 
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RICHMOND, VA., January 7, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. Joon E. MULFORD, Assistant Agent of Exchange: 

Srm: I have learned from a friend of mine that Miss Amelia B. 
Murphy, daughter of another friend, is now in Fort ae held as 
aspy- It seems that the young lady obtained from General Sheridan 
a pass and a parole to go to Jefferson County, in this State. The provost- 
marshal at Duffield Station, on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, in- 
formed Miss Murphy that the pass would allow her to go to any place 
within the Federal Army lines. Acting upon this, it appears, she went 
as far as Frederick City, Md. She was arrested somewhere in that 
neighborhood. Her purpose was simply to purchase some clothing, of 
which she stood very much in need. [am as sure of this as I am of 
anything in this world. The idea of acting the part of a spy never 
entered into her head. Iam so fully satisfied that injustice is being 
done to this young lady by her imprisonment that I have thus earnestly 
brought the matter to your attention. I sincerely trust that you will 
without delay make such representations to your authorities as will 
secure her release. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., January 7, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. U. 8S. GRANT, General-in-Ohief U. 8S. Army: 

Str: I have the honor to inclose with this, by the direction of the 
President, certain papers, numbered from 1 to 18 inclusive, in relation 
to several officers, including Lieutenant Markbreit.* Among these 
papers there is one (No. 6) containing the copy of an indorsement by 
Mr. Ould, proposing a certain measure, the character of which will be 
seen by reference to it. That proposition was submitted to the Secre- 
tary of War and was by him approved, which approval I communi- 
cated to Lieutenant-Colonel Mulford, since which no official communica- 
tion has been made to me on the subject. 

It is known, however, that the arrangement did not take effect. Lieu- 
tenant Markbreit is step-brother to Mr. Hassaurek, our minister to 
Ecuador, and Mr. Hassaurek is interested in his case. 

The President has directed me to place these papers in his hands, to 
be by him submitted to yourself, and I am further directed by His 
Excellency to advise you that it is his desire that you would examine 
the subject to which they refer; or, to use his own language, he desires 
you to reconsider the matter and give such orders as in your judgment 
may be suitable and proper. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General of Volunteers. 


P.S.—The papers inclosed with this belong to the War Office and 
to my own office, and I respectfully request their return by the hands 
of Mr. Hassaurek if convenient. 

Respectfully, 
E. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major. General of Volunteers. 


*List of papers referred to, with references: 1. Goff to Willey, May 16, 1864; 2. 
Van Winkle to Lincoln, August 2, 1864; 3. Hitchcock to Hoffman, June 11, 1864; 4. 
Hitchcock to Butler, August 19, 1864; 5. Hitchcock to Hoffman, August 19, 1864 ; 
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HEADQUARTERS FoRT WARREN, 
Boston Harbor, January 7, 1865. 
Maj. A. A. GrBson, Commanding Fort Warren: 


Sir: L have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
Saturday, January 7, 1865: 

Conduct—orderly. Cleanliness—satisfactory. Clothing—inas good 
order as the limited allowance willpermit. Bedding—generally in good 
order. State of quarters—neat and clean. State of mess-houses—well 
conducted. State of kitchen—clean and well conducted. Food, qual- 
ity of—good. Food, quantity of—the full allowance. Water—good. 
Sinks—in good order. Police of grounds—every morning. Drainage— 
good. Police of hospital—no special hospital for prisoners. Attend- 
ance of sick—regular. Hospital diet—good. General health of pris- 
oners—good. Vigilance of guard—satisfactory. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. H. WOODMAN, 
First Iieut., First Batt. Mass. Vol. Artillery, Inspecting Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY COMMANDER, 
Louisville, Ky., January 7, 1865. 
Capt. S. E. JONES, 
Additional Aide-de-Camp and Asst. Com. Gen. Prisoners of War: 


Srer: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week end- 
ing January 7, 1865: 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—clean. Clothing—Confederate, good. 
Bedding—Government blankets. State of quarters—clean. State of 
mess-houses—clean. Stateot kitchen—clean. Food, quality of—good. 
Food, quantity of—full prison ration. Water—sufiicient. Sinks— 
clean. Police of grounds—good. Drainage—sufficient. Police of hos- 
pital—good. Attendance ofsick—Confederate nurses. Hospital diet— 
prison ration. General health of prisoners—good. Vigilance of 
guard—good. 

Remarks and suggestions.—\ carefully inspected the military prison, 
prison hospital, and quarters occupied by the guards and found them 
clean and in good order with the exception of the quarters occupied by 
the guards. There is not a sufficient number of guards to keep the 
number of prisoners that are confined in prison safe, and would sug- 
gest, if consistent, to have a regiment raised for the purpose of guard- 
ing the different prisons at this post. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. B. FOLSOM, 
101st Illinois Volunteer Infantry, Inspecting Officer. 


6. Mulford to Hitchcock, August 23, 1804; 7. Pavey to Trumbull, June 5, 1864; 8. 
Hitchcock to Hoffman, June 25, 1864; 9. Hoffman to Hitchcock, July 30, 1864; 10. 
Dickson to Chase, June 8, 1864; 11. Hitchcock to Butler, August 1, 1864; 12. Hitch- 
cock to Mulford, September 3, 1864; 13. Hitchcock to Hoffman, September 8, 1864; 
14. Butler to Stanton, September 18, 1864; 15. Hitchcock to Mulford, September 19, 
1864; 16. Statement of Michael Hoare, December 5, 1864; 17. Indorsement of Wes- 
sells on Hoare, December 8, 1864; all in Vol. VII, this series, pp. 148, 522, 223, 615 
(Nos. 4 and 5), 672, 197, 412, 512, 211, 519, 715, 714, 839, 842, 1190, 1191, respectively ; 
18. Hagssaurek to the President, January 6, 1865, p. 28, ante, 
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The guard at the prison cannot properly be said to be insufficient to 
guard securely the prisoners while in the prison. It is just that, and 
nothing more. It is insufficient to guard the prison and furnish details 
to send off with prisoners forwarded to other camps, and these latter 
have to be obtained as they can. From a conviction that all the men 
who could possibly be spared were needed in the field, I refrained from 
making requisition upon the department commander for additional 
guards, as authorized by Inspector and Commissary-General of Pris- 
oners in his communication of December 13, 1864. Upon the 2d 
instant, believing that the season for active field operations in this 
department passed, I addressed the general commanding a letter on 
the subject, of which the inclosed paper (marked A) is a copy.* I 
fully concur in the suggestion of the inspecting officer, that the author- 
ization of the raising of a regiment for this special service would be 
the surest method of providing against the evils that have been labored 
under during the past year. 

While it is true that the clothing of the prisoners in prison on the 
day of inspection was good, as reported, it is also true that very many of 
the prisoners recently received at and forwarded from this prison were 
in a very destitute condition. No arrangements have been made for 
distributing any portion of the ‘‘Confederate fund” at this prison, and 
General Hoffman, Commissary-General Prisoners of War, having issued 
instructions in communications dated December 22 and 24, 1864, to 
issue no more clothing trom the supply furnished by the United States 
Government, many prisoners must suffer severely. 

All of which is respectfully referred to the Commissary-General of 


Prisoners. 
STEPHEN E. JONES, 
Captain and Additional Aide-de-Camp, Comdg. Military Prison. 


HEADQUARTERS SHIP ISLAND, MIss., 
OFFICE ASSISTANT COMMISSARY OF PRISONERS, 
January 7, 1865. 
Col. E. W. HOLMSTEDT, Commanding Post: 

Srr: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
January 7, 1865: 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—good. Clothing—good. Bedding— 
straw. State of quarters—in good condition (tents). State of mess- 
houses—none. State of kitchen—good and clean. Food, quality of— 
good. Food, quantity of—plenty. Water—good. Sinks—in good con- 
dition. Police of grounds—well attended to. Drainage—good. Police 
of hospital—good. Attendance of sick—good. Hospital diet—good. 
General health of prisoners—excellent. Vigilance of guard—good. 

Remarks and suggestions.—Five hundred sets of clothing have been 
sent to this post from the military authorities in New Orleans for dis- 
tribution to prisoners of war in confinement at this post. Blankets 
are needed very much. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN AHLEFELDT, 
Lieutenant, Seventy-fourth U. 8. Colored Infantry, 
Assistant Commissary of Prisoners and Inspecting Officer. 


* Omitted. 
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HEADQUARTERS WEST’S BUILDINGS HosPIvrAat, 
Baltimore, Md., January 7, 1865. 
Surg. A. CHAPEL, U. 8. Volunteers, Commanding Hospital: 


Str: I have the honor to transmit the following inspection report of 
the condition of prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
January 7, 1865: 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—good. Olothing—sufficient, requisi- 
tion having been filled and received. Bedding—good. State of quar- 
ters—good. State of mess-houses—good. State of kitchen—good. 
Food, quality of—good. Food, quantity of—sufficient. Water—good. 
Sinks—good. Police of grounds—good. Drainage—good. Police of 
hospital—good. Attendance of sick—excellent. Hospital diet—good. 
General health of prisoners—good as could be expected from the nature 
of their wounds and diseases. Vigilance of guard—good. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HORATIO ROBERTS, 
Second Lieut., Veteran Reserve Corps, and Inspecting Officer. 


BRISTOL, R. I., January 7, 1865. 
CoMMISSARY-GENERAL U. 8. ARMy, Washington, D. C.: 

Sir: I hand you the inclosed slips from the New York Daily News 
of the 3d instant. I have resided the past year at Alton, Jl, and I 
know the prisoners there were well treated, and I have no doubt they 
were at Rock Island. This article and comments are intended to give 
aid and comfort to the enemies of the Government, and I felt you 
would be glad to know of the same. 

Asking pardon if I have intruded on your valuable time, 

I am, respectfully, yours, &c., 
A. J. BURBANK. 


[First indorsement. ] 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF SUBSISTENCE, 
January 11, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to Brig. Gen. H. W. Wessells, Commissary- 
General of Prisoners, with the suggestion that if, after a full and care- 
ful investigation, there shall be found no foundation for such statements 
as are here inclosed, there should be made, for the eye of the public 
and over an official signature, a proper counter statement. 
: A, B. EATON, 


Commissary-General of Subsistence. 
(Second indorsement.] 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. 0., January 11, 1865, 


Respectfally referred to Col. A. J. Johnson, commanding Rock 


Island, for remarks. ; 
By order of Brig. Gen. H. W. Wessells, Inspector and Commissary- 


f Prisoners: 
ads Orie W. T. HARTZ, - 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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HEADQUARTERS Rock ISLAND BARRACKS, 
Rock Island, Ill., January 18, 1865. 


Respectfully returned to Brig. Gen. H. W. Wessells, Inspector and 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, with the following remarks: The 
issues to prisoners of war at this depot have always been made in 
accordance with the various orders issued from the Bureau of the 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, and the most liberal construction 
has invariably been placed on those orders. When the rations to pris- 
oners were reduced by Circular No. 2, June 1, 1864, I gave directions 
to the issuing commissary to weigh 100 pounds of bread to every 100 
men, so that if the loaves should at any time be of short weight the 
prisoners would not be the sufferers by it. The issuing commissary, 
Captain Lawrence, of my regiment, is an upright and conscientious 
officer and perfectly reliable, so there cannot be the least doubt but 
the prisoners receive all that is allowed them by that circular. In 
regard to the issue of clothing, scarcely a day passes without from 20 
to 100 being brought out to receive such articles as they are in need of, 
and the general appearance of the prisoners here gives the lie to all 
such statements, especially of starvation, as, generally speaking, a 
more robust set of men cannot be found. I regard the article in ques- 
tion as having its birth in this vicinity, as it bears on its face the 
finger marks of the editor of the copperhead paper, who, failing in his 
attempt to bring official notice to the article forwarded to you by Mr. 
Harris, Member of Congress, and in his desire to find fault with the 
Government and myself and to pander to the tastes of the disloyal, 
has taken the method of transporting it to Chicago, as coming from a 
Union, Christian lady of that city. The loyal press and the people of 
this section understand the matter, and it has been handled in a way 
not very flattering to the authors of such vile trash. If the sugges- 
tion of the Commissary-General of Subsistence should be adopted and 
an official contradiction made the strongest language may be used, 
with the perfect assurance that the facts in the case will bear it out, 

A. J. JOHNSON, 
Colonel Fourth Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps, Comdg. Post. 


{Inclosure No. 1.] 


STARVING PRISONERS OF WAR. 


We have often received communications in regard to the treatment 
of prisoners of war confined in the several prisons of the North, but 
we have generally declined publishing them, because we were unwilling 
to believe that the cruelties they referred to could be practiced in a 
civilized land, and we concluded that the accounts so given were mis- 
representations or exaggerations. But we are constrained to publish 
to-day a statement respecting the condition of Southern prisoners at 
Rock Island, Il., revealing such inhumanity that we are sure the pub- 
lie will be startled, as we were, by the perusal. The details given are 
painful in the extreme, and we give them publicity because the charac- 
ter of the writer is such that we have not the slightest doubt that her 
representations are strictly true in every particular. By the language 
of the letter it will be perceived that the writer is a Unionist in senti- 
ment. She is a lady of unquestionable veracity, great purity of char- 
acter, and true Christian charity. We have no excuse for withholding 
the publication of facts that come to us from such a source, and we do 
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8o in the hope that the condemnation of every true man and woman in 
the North will rebuke such a system of barbarity and induce those in 
authority to amend it. 


({Inclosure No. 2.) 


PRISONERS AT ROCK ISLAND—INHUMAN TREATMENT—THEY FEED 
ON DOGS AND RATS.* 


[JANUARY 8, 1865.—For Foster to Halleck, asking for authority to 
send North the Confederate officers sent to the Department of the 
South for retaliation, and Halleck’s reply (15th), see Series I, Vol. 
XLVII, Part I, pp. 27, 57.| 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY PRISON, 
Elmira, N. Y., January 8, 1865. 
Col. B. F. TRAcy, Commanding Post: 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
January 8, 1865: 

Conduct—very good. Cleanliness—fair. Clothing—good, some tew 
exceptions; need pants and underclothiug for those discharged from the 
smallpox hospital. Bedding—plenty and good. State of quarters— 
very clean. State of mess-houses—good. State of kitchen—good. 
Food, quality of—has been very good this week. Food, quantity of— 
abundant. Water—good. Sinks—need changing. Police of grounds— 
extra. Drainage—good. Police of hospital—better than last week. 
Attendance of sick—very good. Hospital diet—good. General health 
of prisoners—not much change since last report. Vigilance of guard— 

ood. 
“ Remarks and suggestions.—The convalescent wards should be repaired 
immediately, as they are not safe for men to work in. The last storm 
affected them very much. Ward 6 came near blowing down. Small- 
pox not on the increase so much as last week—126 cases, 10 deaths. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. P. JORDAN, 
Captain, Twenty-ninth Maine Veteran Vols., Inspecting Officer. 


[Indorsement. ] 


I should have reported last week that al] the prisoners are in bar- 
racks. Owing to the efficient means adopted by Doctor Stocker, sur- 
geon in charge, to vaccinate the camp, we hope we have got control of 
this disease (the smallpox) and will be able to keep it within bounds. 
It is not on the increase. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissary-General of Prisoners. 

B. F. TRACY, 
Colonel 127th U. S. Colored Troops, Commanding Depot. 


*For the newspaper clipping (here omitted) see duplicate, dated December 27, 
1864, without Hitchcock’s indorsement, Vol. VII, this series, p, 1284. 
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HEADQUARTERS ForT DELAWARE, DEL., January 8, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. A. SCHOEPF, Commanding Post: 

Str: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
January 7, 1865: : : 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—good. Clothing—good, with few ex- 
ceptions. Bedding—in accordance with allowance. State of quarters— 
clean and comfortable. State of mess-houses—in good condition. 
State of kitchen—in perfect order. Food, quality of—very good. Food, 
quantity of—sufficient. Water—good and sufficient. Sinks—clean. 
Police of grounds—well conducted. Drainage—very good. Police of 
hospital—well conducted. Attendance of sick—receive excellent care. 
Hospital diet—good and sufficient. General health of prisoners—about 
64 per cent. sick, sixteen deaths during the week. Vigilance of guard— 

ood. 
° Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. W. AHL, 
Captain, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General and Insp. Officer. 


Fort LAFAYETTE, New York Harbor, January 8, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. E. PAINE, U.S. Volunteers, New York: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to state that, as the suspension of my 
parole by the Secretary of War will be by many persons thought to 
have been done on account of conduct on my part inconsistent with my 
parole and instructions, I most respectfully ask of you a close examina- 
tion into all of my acts during my association with you from Decem- 
ber 6, 1864, to January 5, 1865, when I was on parole as ‘“‘ Confederate 
agent to supply prisoners of war,” under the late arrangement between 
Lieutenant-General Grant and Col. Robert Ould. I boarded at the 
Saint Nicholas Hotel for some days after reaching New York; then 
took rooms at the Saint Julian Hotel, and often took my meals at the 
New York Hotel. My place of business was at 75 Murray street, and I 
would refer you to responsible men at and near said places for 
information. 

As my parole, given at Fort Warren, promised to return me to said 
place at the expiration of my duties, I will state that being much 
less comfortably quartered here than there, I will take it asa great 
favor if you will get me transferred to Fort Warren, if by any reason I 
should not have my parole renewed. The commanding officer, Col. M. 
Burke, and the other officers of the fort are kind and courteous, but the 
quarters are small and crowded and are so dark that it is difficult to 
read or write without the aid of a candle or lamp. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. N. R. BEALL, 
Brigadier-General, Provisional Army, C. S., Prisoner of War. 


HEADQUARTERS ForRT LAFAYETTE, 

New York Harbor, January 8, 1865. 

Lieut. Col. MARTIN BURKE, 
Commanding Fort Lafayette, New York Harbor: 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
January 8, 1865: 

Conduct—very good. Cleanliness—generally very good. Clothing— 
good. Bedding—iron bedsteads, husk mattresses, blankets, sheets, and 
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pillows. State of quarters—very good. State of mess-houses—cleanly. 
State of kitchen—cleanly. Food, quality of—good. Food, quantity 
of—circular of June 6, 1864, complied with. Water—excellent ( Croton). 
Sinks—cleanly. Police of grounds—excellent. Drainage—good. Police 
of hospital—no hospital at post; prisoners very sick are sent to Fort 
Hamilton. Attendance of sick—Hospital Doctor Gibson attends to 
sick every morning. Hospital diet—none at post. General health of 
prisoners—very good. Vigilance of guard—guards vigilant; prisoners 
verified three times during the night. 

Remarks and suggestions. There are fifty-eight prisoners confined at 
this post, consisting of prisoners of war and state. Their treatment as 
regards quarters and exercise is excellent. Everything allowed by 
existing orders is furnished to them, and a good degree of satisfaction 
is expressed by them for the uniform excellence of their treatment. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES STEELHAMMER, 
First Lieut., Seventeenth U.S. Infty., Post Adjt. and Insp. Officer. 


{Indorsement.] 


Treatment, &c.,in accordance with instructions received, is strictly 
adhered to. 
Respectfully referred to the Commissary-General of Prisoners. 
MARTIN BURKE, 
Tieutenant-Colonel, U. 8S. Army, Commanding Fort Lafayette. 


HEADQUARTERS SUPERINTENDENT OF PRISON, 
Johnson’s Island, Ohio, January 8, 1865. 
Col. CHARLES W. HILL, 
128th Ohio Vol. Infty., Comdg. U. S. Forces, Johnson’s Island, Ohio: 

Sie: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
January 8, 1865: 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—good. Clothing—comfortable. Bed- 
ding—plenty of blankets, but little straw, and that old. State of quar- 
ters—fair. State of mess-houses—fair. State of kitchen—fair. Food, 
quality of—good. Food, quantity of—prisoners’ ration. Water—lake 
water and good. Sinks—fair. Police of grounds—good. Drainage— 
good. Police of hospital—very good. Attendance of sick—good. Hos- 
pital diet—good and abundant. General health of prisoners—good. 
Vigilance of guard—good. 

Remarks and suggestions.—Whole number of prisoners, 3,219; num- 
ber in hospital, 46; number deaths since last report, 3. One death from 
smallpox, and one case of smallpox in pest-house. Prisoner Lieut. 
Amos C. Smith, Nineteenth Tennessee Infantry, has been in close con- 
finement on low diet since November 17, 1864, for assisting a fellow- 
prisoner to escape. It is respectfully suggested that his punishment 
has been sufficiently severe, and that he be restored to his original 
status. Prisoner Col. Daniel R. Hundley, Thirty-first Alabama Infantry, 
made his escape January 2 and was captured January 6, 1865. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK, A. SCOVILL, 
Lieut. Col. 128th Ohio Vol. Infantry and Inspecting Officer. 


[Indorsement. ] 


Lieutenant-Colonel Scovill omitted to mention the escape of Lieut. 
Rufus C. Jones, Ninth Alabama, on the 5th instant. That case, the 
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case of Colonel Hundley, Thirty-first Alabama, and Captain McKibbin, 
of the same regiment, are fully reported in a letter of this date here- 
with sent. I approve of the recommendation in regard to Lieutenant 
Smith, in close confinement for personating another prisoner at roll-call 
with a view to concealing his escape. The pest-house has been con- 
structed in the prison yard as authorized, and every means taken 
inside and outside of the prison to prevent the spread of smallpox. 
Respectfully referred to the Commissary-General of Prisoners. 
CHAS. W. HILL, 
Colonel 128th Regiment Ohio Vol. Infantry, Comdg. the Post. 


[Inclosure.] 


Hpars. U. S. Forcrs, Jounson’s ISLAND AND SANDUSKY, 
Johnson’s Island, January 8, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. WESSELLS, 
Inspector and Com. Gen. of Prisoners, Washington, D. C.: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to submit the following statement in 
relation to prisoners of war recently escaped from this post, the only suc- 
cessful escape since the 25th day of September last: On the 24th ultimo 
Capt. Robert McKibbin, or McGibben, escaped, probably about 9.30 in 
the morning; his absence was not discovered until the roll-call the next 
morning. On the 2d instant, immediately after the roll-call that morn- 
ing, Col. Daniel R. Hundley, Thirty-first Alabama, escaped, but his 
absence was not known until the roll-call of the next morning. He 
was recaptured at Fremont, about twenty-five miles from here, on the 
afternoon of the 6th instant, and returned to the prison yesterday noon. 
The most vigorous and persistent efforts within my control were made 
not only to recapture these prisoners, but also to ascertain by what 
means they escaped and to prevent the recurrence of like incidents. 
Notwithstanding the formation of ice around us has deprived this 
place of its island characteristics, and knowing that the prisoners 
could now count upon crossing swamps, ponds, and streams every- 
where with safety, and upon help from their copperhead friends in the 
country, thus inducing the most ingenious, determined, and unremit- 
ting efforts at escape, I still thought that, except by direct assault 
upon the guard in considerable numbers, no escape was practicable 
without the direct complicity or criminal negligence of some portion of 
the guard, and felt vexed and disgraced by these two escapes. The 
prisoners induced many to believe that McKibbin escaped when out 
upon the bay with a large party of prisoners after water, and that 
Hundley escaped from a burial party who had been out to the rebel 
grave-yard. I was not inclined to believe either statement, and was 
following up a careful investigation of the facts about noon of the 5th 
instant when I found cause to believe that another prisoner had 
escaped that morning about 9.30 o’clock. I immediately sent parties 
in pursuit to those points where I might hope to intercept him, not then 
knowing who he was, and ordered a muster of the prisoners and search 
for contraband articles and disguises. The muster and search was not 
concluded until about 4 p. m. of the 5th instant, and then it was discov- 
ered that Lieut. Rufus C. Jones, Ninth Alabama Infantry, had left 
since the morning roll-call of that day. I at once telegraphed to the 
proper points, sending descriptions there, and also to my pursuing 
parties, and I advertised the escape, offering a reward of $100. I 
append a copy of the advertisement. I offered alike reward in the 
case of Colonel Hundley. This reward offered for Jones occasioned the 
arrest of Hundley by a citizeu at Fremont, who at first supposed him 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION AND CONFEDERATE. 43 


to be Jones. Neither McKibbin nor Jones has been recaptured, and 
while there is scarcely any hope as to McKibbin, I feel pretty confident 
that I shall get Jones. I think I must have hedged him in unless he 
crossed the lake at the upper islands, where the ice has been practica- 
ble for footmen for nearly a week, but I doubt much if he would dare 
try that route. I rely much upon the stimulus of the little reward, 
with the other measures I have taken for his recapture. I have had 
repeated searches made in the prison for our uniform clothing and 
other contraband articles. 

It appears that the Port Hudson prisoners of 1863 were allowed to 
take into the prison many garments of our military clothing. At each 
search the last season some articles of military clothing were found, 
and stilla few more on the 5thinstant. The prisoners had kept these 
articles secreted for disguises. I am now satisfied beyond all doubt 
that McKibbin, Hundley, and Jones all passed out dressed in our uni- 
form with our roll-callers, and yet they could not have passed even with 
such aids if my orders to the gate-keepers to pass no one except under 
the immediate direction of an officer in the discharge of his duty, or 
where they themselves positively identified the person, who, in addition, 
must have the proper pass. Before these three cases, and without my 
knowledge or authority, the assistant superintendent of the prison, 
intending to aid the gate-keeper, had advised him to depend upon the 
uniform and customary equipments of the roll-callers. It was all 
meant well, but with a little dullness of the gate-keeper it produced 
bad results. Dress and trappings were noticed and personal identity 
searcely regarded. I have relieved the gate-keeper, corrected the 
error of the assistant superintendent, and, as I trust, effectually stopped 
the leaks, so far as clandestine escapes are concerned, and everything 
has been done that can be, so far as I know, to secure the utmost vig- 
ilance of the guard; and though it is plain that these 3,000 and more 
of commissioned officers have intelligence, desperation, and strength 
enough temporarily to break our guard-line at any point, yet we fear 
no escape from sucha cause. Weare ready for them and their out- 
side friends, whether they come from Canada or elsewhere, at any min- 
ute, day or night. 

Since the 13th ultimo my officers and men have regularly turned in 
without undressing and will continue to do so until our locality 
becomes an island again. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient ser- 


vant, 
CHAS. W. HILL, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Hogrs. U. S. ForcEs, JoHNSoN’s ISLAND AND SANDUSKY, 
Johnson’s Island, Ohio, January 5, 1865. 

Lieut. Rufus C. Jones, Ninth Alabama Infantry, prisoner of war, 
escaped from this post about 9 o’clock this morning. He is supposed 
to have been in the uniform worn by our soldiers, including the fatigue 
cap and light blue overcoat, and probably had other clothing under the 
military so that he could change at pleasure. It appears that he fol- 
lowed out the roll-callers and was passed as one of the party. He was 
about twenty-seven years of age, of light complexion, had dark hair, 
dark hazel eyes, and a scrofulous sore, or the marks of it, on left side of 
neck. As the island is surrounded by bare ice it was impossible to know 
what route he took, though he would probably try to reach Canada 
around the head of Lake Erie. ; 
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I will pay $100 reward for his capture and detention until I can get 
him. I desire the most active and efficient measures by provost- 
marshals and their subordinates, by officers and soldiers in the service, 


d by the civil police. 
ind ¥ CHAS. W. HILL, 


Colonel, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS CAMP MORTON, 
Indianapolis, Ind., January 8, 1865. 
Col. A. A. STEVENS, Commanding Camp Morton: 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report o 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
January 7, 1865: 

Conduct—very quiet; no attempts to escape. Cleanliness—good state. 
Clothing—good. Bedding—good. State of quarters—kept thoroughly 
policed. State of mess-houses—have none. State of kitchen—good. 
Food, quality of—first class. Food, quantity of—sufficient, being in 
accordance to orders. Water—sufficient. Sinks—sufficient for the 
cold weather. Police of grounds—thorough. Drainage—complete. 
Police of hospital—thorough. Attendance of sick—good. Hospital 
diet—first class. General health of prisoners—good. Vigilance of 
guard—both officers and enlisted men have been very vigilant. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. W. DAVIDSON, 
First Lieut., Veteran Reserve Corps, and Inspecting Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS CAMP DOUGLAS, 
Chicago, Ill., January 8, 1865. 
Col. B. J. SWEET, Commanding Camp Douglas, Iil.: 

Siz: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week end- 
ing January 8, 1865: 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—good. Clothing—the majority are 
comfortably clothed. Bedding—many of the prisoners are destitute of 
bedsofany kind. State of quarters—excellent. State of mess-houses— 
good. Stateof kitchen—excellent, perfectly clean. Food, quality of— 
sufficient to sustain life; good. Food, quantity of—barely sufficient in 
this climate. Water—plenty. Sinks—in good condition. Police of 
grounds—good. Drainage—good, considering the grounds. Police ot 
hospital—fair. Attendance of sick—good. Hospital diet—good. Gen- 
eral health of prisoners—fair. Vigilance of guard—good. 

Remarks and suggestions.—I would earnestly recommend that the 
ration be increased, or that the sutler be allowed to sell flour and pota- 
toes in limited quantities, under the direction of the commanding officer 
of the post. Iam well satisfied from experience that if the sutler in 
the prison square was allowed to sell all articles enumerated and 
allowed to be sent by the friends of prisoners, as provided by General 
Orders, No. 299, Adjutant-General’s Office, 1864, the Government would 
save largely in the cost of medicines. Antiscorbutics are indispensably 
necessary to save life. Cooking-stoves would be much cheaper to use 
in the kitchens than the Farmer boilers now there. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Bh. R. P. SHURLY, 
Captain, Highth Regt. Vet, Reserve Corps, and Insp, Officer. 
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GENERAL ORDERS, ; Hpqrs. M11. Div. oF WEsT MIssIssIPPt, 
No. 5. New Orleans, La., January 8, 1865. 

1. All the officers and enlisted men, prisoners of war, who were 
delivered on parole to Col. Charles C. Dwight, agent of exchange for 
this military division, at Red River Landing, La., June 17, 1864, not 
heretofore exchanged, are hereby declared duly exchanged and will 
return to duty. 

2. All the officers and enlisted men and employés of the quarter- 
master’s department, prisoners of war, who were delivered on parole 
at Galveston, Tex., on the 12th and 19th days of December, 1864, 
See eg iat are hereby declared duly exchanged and will return to 

uty. 

3. The commanding general of the Defenses of New Orleans will 
cause all prisoners herein declared exchanged who are now in parole 
camp in this city to be sent to their several regiments and commands. 

The quartermaster’s department will furnish the necessary trans- 
portation. 

By order of Maj. Gen. E. R. S. Canby: 

C. T, CHRISTENSEN, 
LIneutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpqrs. MILITARY DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI, 
New Orleans, La., January 8, 1865. 
Commodore J. S. PALMER, 
Commanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron, New Orleans: 
Srr: I have the honor to inform you that the officers and seamen of 
the U. S. Navy paroled at Camp Groce, Tex., December 15, 1864, and 
delivered on parole to Commander J. R. M. Mullany, U. S. Navy, at 
Galveston, Tex., December 19, 1864, have been duly exchanged by the 
delivery of equivalents at Mobile, Ala., on the 6th instant. The officers 
and seamen above referred to may therefore be at once returned to duty. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHAS. C. DWIGHT, 
Colonel and Agent of Bathange, Mil. Div. of West Mississippi. 


RicHMOND, VA., January 8, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT: 

Sir: Your note of the 3d instant was received yesterday. General 
Hayes and Colonel Weld will be given, as you suggest, such a parole as 
will enable them “to receive and distribute to the U.S. prisoners of 
war such articles of clothing and other necessaries as may be issued by 
the Government or contributed from other sources.” Iwill be ready at 
any time you may designate to receive any supplies which you may send 
al, Boulware’s Wharf, on James River, and at Charleston Harbor. Those 
which are sent to James River will be distributed amongst the prisoners 
at Richmond, Danville, and Salisbury, and those received at Charleston 
will be forwarded to the other points where your prisoners are confined. 

There are about 20,000 prisoners at the three places first named, and 
25,000 farther south. rein : 

I will be obliged to you if you will give Major-General Trimble a 
parole similar to that given General Beall, in order that he may assist 
the latter in the discharge of his duties, 
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You can notify me through the lines when you will have the supplies 
at Boulware’s Wharf, stating as nearly as you can the amount. I will 
thank you to give me a notice of a week or ten days as to supplies sent 
to Charleston. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Hxchange. 
[Indorsement. ] 
HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES, 
City Point, Va., January 10, 1865. 

Respectfully forwarded to the Secretary of War. 

It will be seen from the within letter that the Confederate authorities 
have paroled General Hayes and Colonel Weld, the officers designated 
in General Orders, No. 299, as agents, &c. I have therefore to request 
that if General Trimble is objected to, some other Confederate officer 
be paroled at once and that I be furnished with the name of the officer 
so paroled. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Tieutenant- General. 


EXECUTIVE MANSION, Washington, January 9, 1865. 
Hon. SCHUYLER COLFAX, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Str: I transmit herewith the letter of the Secretary of War, with 
accompanying report of the Adjutant-General, in reply to the resolution 
of the House of Representatives, dated December 7, 1864, requesting 
me ‘“‘to communicate to the House the report made by Col. Thomas M. 
Key of an interview between himself and General Howell Cobb on the 
14th [15th] day of June, 1862, on the banks of the Chickahominy, on 
the subject of the exchange of prisoners of war.” 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 


{Inclosure.] 


WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington City, January 5, 1865. 
Mr. PRESIDENT: 


I transmit herewith the report of the Adjutant-General giving an 
extract from a report made by Col. Thomas M. Key of an interview 
between himself and General Howell Cobb, on the banks of the Chick- 
ahominy, June 14 [15], 1862, called for by resolution of the House of 
Representatives, dated December 7, 1864, which was referred to me by 
the President. The extract contains all that relates to the subject of 
exchange. As the discourse with Howell Cobb on the subject of the 
existing contest was improper, it is believed that its publication would 
also be improper. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


(Sub-inclosure. ] 
WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, January 5, 1865. 
Hon, EDWIN M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 
Str: In compliance with your instructions in regard to “the report 


made by Col. Thomas M. Key of an interview between himself and 
General Howell Cobb on the 14th [15th] day of June, 1862, on the bank 
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of the Chickahominy, on the subject of the exchange of prisoners of 
war,” called for by resolution of the House of Representatives, dated 
December 7, 1864, I have the honor to submit the annexed extract from 
the said report.* The residue of the paper consists of a report of what 
Mr. Key terms the drift of a discourse between himself and Howell 
Cobb upon “the subject of the existing contest,” which, when the report 
was made, was disapproved by the Department in a letter, a copy of 
which is hereto attached.t 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General.. 


HEADQUARTERS U.S. FoRCEs, 
Camp Chase, near Columbus, Ohio, January 9, 1865. 


Brig. Gen. H. W. WESSELLS, 
Insp. and Com. Gen. of Prisoners, Washington City, D. C.: 


GENERAL: [ have the honor to report that there are now confined at 
this post 7,700 prisoners of war, and I am advised by Brevet Brigadier- 
General Hoffman that from 2,000 to 3,000 more will be sent here immedi- 
ately. I have made the necessary preparations to receive them and can 
accommodate 10,000 without extension of the prison inclosure. A large 
number of the recent arrivals are in need of clothing to protect them 
from actual suffering, many of them being on their arrival here bare- 
footed. I have ordered them to be supplied with shoes and such articles of 
clothing as are absolutely necessary to prevent suffering in this inclem- 
ent season, although I was notified by General Hoffman that they would 
be supplied by the Confederateagents. I inclose a copyit of the morning 
report of the post, and desire to call your attention to the actual strength 
of the garrison. You will perceive that the number of enlisted men for 
duty is but 650, and that number includes non-commissioned officers. 
The average daily detail for guard duty is about 200. So far we have 
had no difficulty, but the rapidly increasing disparity between the 
strength of the garrison and the number of prisoners has produced 
some uneasiness in my mind. I have therefore considered it my duty 
to lay these facts before you. The guards are armed with Remington 
revolvers in addition to their muskets (that is, the men actually on duty, 
having only 200 revolvers), which adds very much to their effective force. 
The Spencer rifle would be, in my opinion, much better for this service 
and greatly increase the effective force of the garrison. 1 made appli- 
cation to Major-General Hooker, commanding this department, for an 
increase of the garrison, which he has informed me has been approved 
and forwarded to the War Department. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. P. RICHARDSON, 
Colonel Twenty-fifth Ohio Veteran Volunteer Infantry, Comdg. 


Hpgrs. OFFICE PROVOST-MARSHAL OF PRISONERS, 
Rock Island Barracks, Il., January 9, 1865. 
Col. A. J. JOHNSON, Commanding Post: 

Sr: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
January 9, 1865: 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—good. Olothing—good. Bedding— 


*See foot-note, Series I, Vol. XI, Part I, p.1053. See ibid., p. 1056. } Omitted. 
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none. State of quarters—very good. State of mess-houses—no mess- 
houses. State of kitchen—very good. Food, quality of—good. Food, 
quantity of—as per circular from Commissary-General of Prisoners. 
Water — good. Sinks—not good. Police of grounds—very good. 
Drainage—good. Police of hospital—very good. Attendance of sick— 
very good. Hospital diet—very good. General health of prisoners— 
good. Vigilance of guard—good. . 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. P. CARAHER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Fourth Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps 
and Provost-Marshal of Prisoners, Inspecting Officer. 


(Indorsement.] 


The weather for the past week has been unusually fine. The improve- 
ments of the quartermaster’s department regarding the sinks and 
water-works are near completion, and the latter part of the week will 
find them ready for use. The prison hospital has been visited by Dr. 
R. H. Coolidge, medical inspector, U.S. Army, during the past week. 
He reports it as in the most satisfactory condition, and that the sani- 
tary condition of the prisoners is satisfactory, except in the gradual 
increase of smallpox since the first of the month. The accommodation 
for patients suffering with this terrible disease is good, and no fears 
are entertained but what it can be kept within bounds. The within 
report is concurred in. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissary-General of Prisoners. 

A. J. JOHNSON, 
Colonel Fourth Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps, Comdg. Post. 


HDQRs. COMR. ORGANIZATION U. 8. COLORED TROOPS, 
Nashville, Tenn., January 9, 1865. 
Bvt. Col. C. W. FostER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, U. S. Volunteers, 
and Chief of Colorsd Bureau, Washington, D. C.: 
COLONEL: I have the honor to forward a report of the capture and 
escape of George W. Fitch, regimental quartermaster Twelfth U. S. 
Colored Infantry; also the brutal murders of Captain Penfield, Forty- 
fourth U. S. Colored Infantry, and Lieutenant Cooke, Twelfth U.S. 
Colored Infantry, by a company of Forrest’s command.* 
I have the honor to be, colonel, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. INNES, 
Maj. and Asst. to Commissioner Organization U. 8, Colored Troops. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., January 9, 1865. 
ANDREW B. Oross, Baltimore, Md.: 

Str: I am directed by the Commissary-General of Prisoners to inform 
you, in reply to your letter of the 1st ultimo, that it will not be con- 
venient, on account of the pressure of business at the present time, to 
answer all the inquiries which you make. A report as to the number 


*See Fitch to Innes, January 3, p. 19, 
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of [deaths] among the prisoners has been called for from the three 
largest camps, with the following results: Johnuson’s Island, near San- 
dusky City, Ohio (chiefly officers)—number of prisoners since the early 
part of 1862, 7,377; number of deaths, 198. Fort Delaware, Del., since 
April, 1863—number of prisoners, 22,398; number of deaths, 1,926. 
Point Lookout, Md., since July 31, 1863—number of prisoners, 32,140; 
number of deaths, 1,532. These are three camps suggested in your 
letter and are a fair criterion of the others. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. BLAGDEN, 
Major, Second Mass. Cav., Asst. to Com. Gen. of Prisoners. 


SENATE, January 9, 1865. 
A RESOLUTION providing for the appointment of a joint committee to investigate 
the condition and treatment of prisoners of war held by the Confederate and 

United States Governments. 

Resolved (the House of Representatives concurring), That a committee 
of three on the part of the Senate and five on the part of the House 
of Representatives be appvinted to investigate and report upon the 
condition and treatment of the prisoners of war respectively held by 
the Confederate and United States Governments, and also upon the 
causes of their detention and refusal to exchange, which said com- 
mittee shall have authority to take testimony and send for persons and 
papers. * 

Submitted by Mr. Watson, and ordered to be printed. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE WEST, 
Montgomery, January 9, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN H. WINDER, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners: 

GENERAL: General Beauregard desires that you will furnish Maj. 
J. M. Hottle, quartermaster, with thirty Federal prisoners to take out 
the torpedoes and shells in railroad cuts on the West Point and 
Atlanta Railroad. Major Hottle has been charged with the repair of 
that road. 

I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. WM. BRENT, 
Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 
{First indorsement.] 
CoLuMBIA, 8. C., January 26, 1865. 

Respectfully referred to the Adjutant and Inspector General. 

I don’t think this is legitimate work for prisoners of war. I have 
therefore declined to furnish the prisoners asked for. I request to be 
informed if I have decided properly. 

JNO. H. WINDER, 


Brigadier- General. 
{Second indorsement. } 
ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
February 4, 1865. 
Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. 
: 5 H. L. CLAY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* For report of committee see March 3, p. 337, 
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(Third indorsement.] 


FEBRUARY 6, 1865. 


Approved, unless the prisoners be willing to do so. 
J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


[Fourth indorsement. } 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
February 10, 1865. 
Respectfully returned to General Beauregard, and his attention 
respectfully invited to the indorsement of the Secretary of War. 
By command of the Secretary of War: 
Hb. CuAY: 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[Fifth indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE WEST, 
March 4, 1865. 

Respectfully returned. 

I admit that it is not ‘a legitimate work for prisoners of war” to 
employ them in the removal of torpedoes, except as a measure of 
retaliation. I recollect distinctly that Major-General McClellan claimed 
in his report that he had made prisoners of. war, &c., move our torpe- 
does at Yorktown, and all the Federal letter writers allege that Major- 
General Sherman resorted to the same illegitimate measure at Fort 
McAllister. In view of this it was that I made the within requisition 
and legitimate act of retaliation. 

G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
General. 


{Sixth indorsement. } 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
March 14, 1865. 
Respectfully resubmitted to the Secretary of War. 
Please see preceding indorsement. 
H. L. CLAY, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


PRISONERS’ BARRACKS, 
Hilton Head, S. C., January 9, 1865. 
Hon. JULIAN HARTRIDGE, Richmond, Va.: 


My Dear Stir: You will see from where this is written that I am 
a prisoner of war, captured about a month since at my home by Gen- 
eral Sherman’s forces on their advance to Savannah. I reached this 
place about two weeks since with about 600 prisoners. With the offi- 
cers I was sent to the prison on this island, where 200 Confederate 
officers are confined and upon retaliatory treatment. Having shared 
their privations, hardships, and sutferings for two months, I propose to 
give you, and through you to the authorities of the Government, some- 
what in detail what we have been called to endure and what these 200 
officers are stillenduring. (Sherman’s prisoners are now drawing bet- 
ter rations, in other respects the same treatment.) The prison bounds 
embrace about fifty square yards. Upon this stand two buildings, 
lightly weatherboarded, about seventy-five by twenty-four feet in size 
one small kitchen, and fifteen tents. The remainder of the ground is 
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used for cooking place and exercise for about 260 men; about 100 of 
these are lodged on one floor of each of these buildings; remainder 
(privates) occupy the tents. Cells are arranged on both sides of these 
buildings, about seven by six feet, and are oceupied by from four to nine 
officers. But one door opens to the buildings and no windows, conse- 
quently the larger portion of the building [is] too dark even at midday 
for either reading or writing. No fire is allowed in these buildin gs. At 
about 5 p. m. is roll-call, when the inmates are all locked in until 7 a. m. 
next morning. The cold here is severe. Once since my arrival water 
would be ice in a moment after it touched the floor. Many of these 
officers are in rags, scarce enough clothing to cover their nakedness. 
Many, well nigh shoeless, lay at nights upon a rough, naked board, and 
in some instances two cover with one blanket, with their hips covered 
with a rough, horny scab from their nightly contact with their bedless 
bunks. To avoid freezing to death when the weather is cold much of 
the night is spent running up and down the building to keep up the 
circulation. This is done by almost the entire prison. The daily allow- 
ance to each man is one pint of stale meal, about two spoonsful of 
which is husk and weevils, four ounces of bread, and one-fourth pint of 
pickles. Three camp-kettles are allowed to each prison as cooking 
utensils. One stick of green wood about eight feet long and eight 
inches in diameter for fuel. The cooking is done in the open yard by 
the prisoners. Old coffee pots, tin kettles, frying-pans—in a word, every- 
thing upon which a hoecake can be baked or in which water can be 
boiled is brought into requisition and used thus. Two or three of a 
mess pick up their bunch of chips, cup of meal, &c., select a place, 
open a hole in the sand, pile it around the edge to keep off the wind. 
Into this the chips are deposited, the fire applied, down drops an officer, 
his mouth near the coals, and blows until sufficient fire is kindled to 
prepare his mush or hoecake. From the scanty supply of provisions 
and wood only two meals are taken per day. It is not uncommon for 
officers to cut the wood for the hospital for the privilege of picking up 
and using thechips. I have seen a little piece of dirty grease carefully 
picked out of the sand, carefully cleaned and put away for use. So 
perfectly ravenous are the cravings of nature for meat by men thus cir- 
cumstanced that every cat about the prison has been eaten, and rats 
are eaten as readily as a chicken would be at home. The officers and 
privates garrisoning the prison are kind and courteous, and although 
a portion of the troops are negroes, still we have no cause of complaint, 
as they confine themselves strictly to a performance of their duties. 
I write this letter by the consent of the provost-marshal of the depart- 
ment, who, whilst he enforces with fidelity the orders of his Govern- 
ment, is deeply anxious that Federal prisoners in Confederate prisons 
might be better treated, so as to bring about an amelioration of the 
Confederate prisoners both here and elsewhere. May I hear from you? 
Write via Charleston. 


While 1 remain, as ever, your friend, 
GEO. P. HARRISON. 


Hpers. MILITARY DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI, 
New Orleans, La., January 10, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff of the Army, Washington, D. C.: 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt by mail of copy of 
your telegram of the 29th ultimo in relation to the shipment of certain 
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cotton from Mobile, the proceeds to be applied for the benefit of pris- 
oners of war in our hands, and, referring to my dispatch of the 4th 
instant, to call your attention to the inclosed copy of report of Colonel 
Dwight, agent of exchange,* who has just returned from Mobile Bay, 
and who confirms the previous statement that the delay in the shipment 
of this. cotton is solely the fault of the authorities at Mobile. 
‘Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
ED. R. 8. CANBY, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpers. TENTH REGIMENT VETERAN RESERVE CORPS, 
Camp Fry, Washington, D. C., January 10, 1865. 
Major BLAGDEN, 
Assistant to Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. C.: 
Masor: I have the honor to inclose herewith an extract from a letter 
written by John Brusnan, a rebel prisoner at Elmira, N. Y., to a sister 
of his residing near Baltimore, Md. Some time ago his friends repre- 
sented to me that he (Brusnan) was loyal to the Union; that it was 
want of forethought placed him in the rebel ranks, and after being 
some time in the rebel service he repented his rashness, and on two 
occasions attempted to desert to the Union side. On this representa- 
tion (which I have no doubt his friends believed to be true), and he 
being also a relative of mine, I wrote twice to the Commissary-General 
of Prisoners to effect his release, if possible, by the first of the new 
year, providing he would take the oath of allegiance. At present I am 
glad that he is not released; aud further, I most respectfully request that 
no action will be taken on the letters which I have written in his behalf. 
Whether he has or has not taken the oath of allegiance it does not 
make much difference, as it is evident from the inclosed extract he is an 
incorrigible and an ungrateful rebel. In my humble opinion he deserves 
(instead of the rations he now complains of) to be kept on bread and 
water during his remaining term of confinement. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. EK. O}CONNOR, 
Iieutenant and Adjutant Tenth Veteran Reserve Corps. 
P. S.—I call your attention to the fact that letters pass from the 
prison to outsiders without going through the proper channel. 
P. BE. OC. 
[Indorsenent. ] 
OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., January 11, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to Col. B. F. Tracy, commanding Depot Prisoners 
of War, Elmira, N.Y., for his information. These papers to be returned. 
By order of Brig. Gen. H. W. Wessells, Inspector and Commissary- 
General of Prisoners : 
W. T. HARTZ, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


{Inclosure.] 


PRISONERS’ Camp, Elmira, N. Y., December 30, 1864. 
My Dear SisTER: I take this opportunity of writing you a letter 
(which the Yankees will not see). I wrote you a few days ago acknowl- 
edging the receipt of the money. I will give you some idea of my 


*See indorsement of Dwight, January 10, 1865, on Halleck to Canby, Decemb 
29, 1864, Vol. VII, this series, p. 1293. amiss y, December 
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situation. I would never have written to you for money, but I am 
almost starved to death. I only get two meals a day, breakfast and 
supper. For breakfast I get one-third of a pound of bread and a small 
piece of meat; for supper the same quantity of bread and not any 
meat, but a small plate of warm water called soup. I would never take 
that oath if I was not starved to doit. You know that without my 
telling you. When I came here this prison contained 10,000 prisoners, 
and they have all died except about 5,000. They are now dying at the 
rate of twenty-five a day. You know this is no place for me, 

* * * * * * * 

Your affectionate brother, 

JOHN BRUSNAN, 


OFFICE COMMISSARY OF PRISONERS, 
Fort McHenry, Md., January 10, 1865. 
Capt. J. G. RAMsay, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Second Separate Brigade, Highth Army Corps: 
Sir: Comformable with instructions herewith returned, I have the 
honor to report four commissioned officers, prisoners of war, held here 
for exchange or transfer. They are in close confinement, but not in 
irons, viz: Maj. H. F. Kendrick, Twenty-second Virginia Cavalry; 
Capt. J. W. Anderson, Twelfth Georgia Battalion; Capt. N.C. Beckley, 
Twenty-fifth Virginia Battalion; Second Lieut. O. R. Scott, First 
North Carolina Infantry. In addition there is held here for safe-keep- 
ing, in close confinement, but not in irons, one OC. W. Barkley, a citizen, 
who claims to be a major of the rebel army. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE ATCHESON, 
LTieut., Fourth U.S. Infantry, and Commissary of Prisoners. 


Roll of prisoners of war at Fort Warren, Mass., in close confinement for 
plotting to escape. 


First Asst. Engineer William Ahern, Master G. D. Bryan, Second 
Asst. Engineer J. B. Brown, Capt. Frank Battle, Asst. Surg. Thomas 
Emory, Master R. 8S. Floyd, Captain’s Clerk W. D. Hough, Master T. 
T. Hunter, Lieut. Col. John Hamilton,a Capt. E. J. Patterson, First 
Lieut. T. K. Porter, Lieut. 8. G. Stone, Midshipman G. T. Sinclair, 
Chief Engineer W. 8S. Thompson. 


{Indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS FoRT WARREN, MASsS., 
January 10, 1865. 
Respectfully furnished to the Commissary-General of Prisoners in 
explanation of the telegram sent last evening in reply to the telegraphic 
inquiry of what prisoners (officers) are in close confinement and if any 


are in irons. 
A. A. GIBSON, 
Major, Third Artillery, Commanding. 


a Through this prisoner the plot to escape was made known. He is in confinement 
with the others at his own request to avoid suspicion. 
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Hpagrs. 0. 8. Min. Prisons EAST OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Columbia, S. O., January 10, 1865. 
Col. G. CO. Gipss, Commanding, &e., Andersonville, Ga. : 

CoLONEL: The general commanding directs me to say that he has 
been informed that some prisoners from your post have been paroled 
and permitted to work at Oglethorpe, Ga. If this is so, you will order 
them in immediately. In future paroled prisoners will not be allowed 
to leave the post for work unless by special order from these head- 
quarters. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. S. WINDER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[JANUARY 11, 1865.—For proceedings of military commission in the 
case of George St. Leger Grenfel e¢ al., tried for conspiracy to release 
rebel prisoners in Camp Douglas, at Chicago, and then burn said city, 
see Executive Document No. 50, House of Representatives, Thirty-ninth 
Congress, second session. | 


Hpaqrs. C. 8. MIL. PRISONS EAST OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Columbia, S. C., January 11, 1865. 
Capt. C. MoRFIT, Assistant Quartermaster, Richmond, Va.: 

Captain: Your letter of 24th of December, inclosing report of Com- 
missioner Williams in regard to U. S. currency, has just been received. 
In reply I am directed by the general commanding to say that he will 
use every effort to accomplish the object desired by the Government 
and will render you every assistance in his power, but that the troops 
guarding the various prisons are so utterly worthless that it is impos- 
sible to prevent outsiders and even the soldiers from trading with the 
prisoners. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAMUEL T. BAYLY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Camp ASYLUM, ©. 8S. PRISON, January 11, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN H. WINDER, Commissary-General of Prisoners: 


GENERAL: In accordance with your orders I hereby inclose all the 
papers and accounts current* relating to moneys of the prisoners in 
the hands of the different officers in charge of this prison before I took 
command, and the reports of Captain Martin, who was by Colonel 
Means placed in charge of these money matters. 

Papers marked A relate to the first moneys received by Captain 
Martin. Itseems that when Colonel Means took command these papers 
were handed to Captain Martin by Captain Mobley, who was the man- 
aging officer for Captain Semple. He asked for no receipt from Captain 
Martin, and none was given. The first paper, No. 1, is an account cur- 
rent of moneys received for Federal prisoners, September 29, 1864, by 
Maj. Motte A. Pringle, with his receipt thereon; and a certificate of H. 
W. Conner & Co., bankers, that the moneys had by them been converted 
into Confederate money, and the order so to convert it made by Major- 
General Jones, and to inform the prisoners of the sums to their credit, 


* Not found as inclosures. 
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which was all forwarded to Captain Semple, as appears by the indorse- 
ment of Captain Gayer, provost-marshal of Charleston. 

Paper No. 2 represents all the moneys in the account current which 
came to the hands of Captain Martin from Captain Mobley, most, if 
not all, of it counterfeit and worthless. Paper No. 3 is Captain Martin’s 
report of his connection with the matter, Nothing is known by Cap- 
tain Martin, or any officer now connected with the prison, what became 
of the other money’s stated in the account current, A, nor can we ascer- 
tain whether paid to the prisoners or not. It is proper to add that the 
certificate of Messrs. H. W. Conner & Co. that the extensions of money 
converted is correct is an error. Captain Martin assures me that the 
extensions are not correct. 

The report of Captain Martin fully accounts for all money which 
came to his hands in account current No.1 A. 

Papers marked B are, No. 1, an account current of moneys received 
by flag of truce for Federal prisoners by Captain Warwick, October 1, 
1864, and turned over to Maj. Motte A. Pringle as from his receipt thereon 
converted into Confederate money, by whose order does not appear on 
the paper. This account current was inclosed by Major Pringle to 
Colonel Means, then commanding the prison. And paper No. 2, and 
letters inclosed, being Captain Martin’s report, shows that with this 
account current only a portion of the moneys were sent, namely, such 
as bills of exchange as could not be converted. What became of the 
moneys converted is not known at this prison. None of it has been 
paid to the prisoners. Captain Martin returns with his report all that 
came to his hands. 

Papers marked C are, No. 1, an account current of moneys, draft, &c., 
for Federal prisoners of war, which were sent by the provost-marshal 
of Charleston to Lieutenait Colonel Means, commanding prison, and to 
him receipted for October 31, 1864; that is to say, all the sums which 
are checked off on said account were receipted for; the items in said 
account not checked Colonel Means would not receipt for because the 
prisoners were not in the prison. The unchecked amounts were 
returned to the provost-marshal, Captain Gayer, and it is understood 
were turned over to Captain Senn, commanding Richland Jail prison, 
the prisoners to whom they belonged being there. Paper No. 2 is the 
order of Lieutenant-General Hardee directing that the money be con- 
verted into Confederate money. Paper No. 3 is the evidence that it 
was so converted by the firm of Messrs. J. C. Martin & Co., under 
General Hardee’s order. Paper No. 4 is Captain Martin’s report, 
inclosing his vouchers, showing the moneys paid to the prisoners, and 
also inclosing the balance of the moneys unpaid, and sundry letters 
containing bills of exchange, which could not be converted. Also a 
statement of a balance in his hands of $1,750 belonging to prisoners 
exchanged, escaped, and dead. 

This statement balances all the amount received by Captain Martin 
on account current C. I ought to add that there was also placed in 
Captain Martin’s hands a fund for prisoners called the Potter fund. 
Lieutenant-General Hardee issued an order giving permission to a Mr. 
L. T. Potter to advance money to the prisoners for their drafts in the 
North. The whole fund was $50,000. It was paid out to the prisoners 
by Captain Martin under General Hardee’s order, and_there was left 
in his hands of this amount when I took command $17,850.50, which 
has all been paid over to Capt. J. S. Richardson, assistant quarter- 
master, and his receipt taken therefor. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant 
am i fp. GRISWOLD, 


Major, Commanding Prison. 
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WASHINGTON, D. C., January 12, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, City Point: 
The Secretary of War (now absent) formerly refused to parole Gen- 
eral Trimble, and probably would do so again. Perhaps it would be 
well to ask Mr. Ould to name some one else, or to permit General Beall 


to do so. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Hpers. DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND, 
MEDICAL DIRECTOR’S OFFICE, 
January 12, 1865. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. W. HorrmMan, U.S. Army, ' 
Commissary-General of Prisoners: 


Sir: The information you have received concerning the collecting 
together the wounded rebel prisoners at Columbia and Pulaski, Tenn., 
and to which you refer in the communication of the 2d instant, and 
which has been referred to me, is correct. In consequence of these 
towns being on the line of Hood’s retreat, many of the prisoners who 
had been wounded at Franklin and were being carried to the rear were 
left there. These were augmented in number by the wounded brought 
in from the rear guard of the rebel army. As soon as it was learned 
that wounded rebels in any number were at Columbia and Pulaski 
Surg. O. Q. Herrick, superintendent of transportation of sick and 
wounded, was directed to have them removed to Nashville as son as 
the railroad would be opened. On December 19, 1864, Surgeon Brin- 
ton, U. S. Volunteers, superintendent and director U.S. general hos- 
pitals at Nashville, was ordered by telegram to designate and set 
aside for the reception of the rebel wounded a hospital of capacity 
sufficient for the whole number, and directions were at the same time 
sent prohibiting the entrance of visitors. On the same day a telegram 
was sent to the superintendent of sick and wounded to scour the 
country from Brentwood Heights to Spring Hill and bring into Frank- 
lin and Nashville such as would bear transportation. On the 22d of 
December, 1864, Surgeon Herrick was telegraphed to remove to Nash- 
ville, as soon as the road would be opened, all the rebel wounded at 
Columbia, as well as to collect all from the surrounding country and 
bring them in. On the 8th ultimo Surgeon Herrick received similar 
instructions regarding the wounded rebels at Pulaski. On the 30th 
of December, 1864, Surgeon Brinton, superintendent of hospitals at 
Nashville, was directed to make use of such of the rebel surgeons as 
he might require in the treatment of the rebel wounded, being informed 
at the same time that, previous to putting them on duty, it was abso- 
lutely necessary for them to be put upon their written parole by the pro- 
vost-marshal-general Department of the Cumberland. From all this it 
may be observed that everything was done in order to have the rebels 
properly cared for, both as sick men and prisoners of war. As soon as 
the Tennessee and Alabama Railroad shall be opened every wounded 
rebel in our possession whose life will not be endangered by so doing 
will be brought to Nashville, and not only those in the hospitals but 
those, too, who are scattered in the farm-houses through the country, 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8. Army, Medical Director. 
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IN THE FIELD, January 12, 1865. 
Judge ROBERT OULD, Agent of Exchange, C0. 8S. Army: 

Ihave the honor to inform you that General Canby telegraphs to 
Washington that a steamship was sent to Mobile on the 16th ultimo 
for the cotton, and that the delay has resulted from the neglect of 
those who were to furnish the cotton. The expense for demurrage is 
very heavy, and General Granger proposes to’ send the steamship 
North without the cotton, unless it is delivered very soon. 

Please advise me of any information you may have upon this matter, 
and whether you have taken the necessary steps to expedite the ship- 
ping of it. 

U. 8S. GRANT, 
LTieutenant-General. 


RICHMOND, January 12, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. JOHN E. MULFORD, Assistant Agent of Hauchange: 

Siz: Reliable information has been furnished to the Confederate 
authorities that Col. J. D. Morris and Maj. T. Steele, of the Confederate 
Army, are confined in the jail at Lexington, Ky., and are heavily 
ironed. It is further represented that they are to be tried as spies. 
Colonel Morris and Major Steele were acting under orders from the War 
Department at Richmond at the time of their capture. They had been 
ordered to go into Kentucky for the purpose of recruiting their regi- 
ments and bringing out soldiers belonging to the Confederate Army. 

I now notify you and the Federal authorities through you that 
Col. W. R. Hartshorne, One hundred and ninetieth Pennsylvania Regi- 
ment, and Maj. HE. 8. Horton, Fifty-eighth Massachusetts Regiment, 
have been selected for treatment similar to that received by Colonel 
Morris and Major Steele. Whatever punishment is suffered by’ the 
latter will be visited upon the two named Iederal officers. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Hxchange. 


Hpqrs. DEPT. OF WEST VIRGINIA AND EAST TENNESSEE, 
' January 12, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. 8S. G. BURBRIDGE, 
Commanding U.S. Forces, Lexington, Ky. : 

I learn from a source which I cannot discredit that you hold in irons 
at Lexington, Ky., Col. John D. Morris, Lieut. Col. C. K. Johnson, and 
Maj. Theophilus Steele, over whom is impending a threat of execution 
upon the occurrence of events which they have no power to control. 
Colonel Morris and Major Steele are regularly recognized officers of the 
Confederate Army from my command, and I Jearn that Colonel Johnson 
is also a regularly commissioned officer. I deem it unnecessary to enter 
into any argument with you as to the legality of such action. It is 
enough for me to demand for the prisoners in your hands the treatment 
to which they are entitled as prisoners of war, and to notify you that, 
painful as such retaliation will be, I shall resort to the most severe 
measures, if necessary, to secure justice to the officers and men of my 
command whom the fortunes of war have thrown into your power. It 
has been my aim, as.far as possible, to alleviate the necessary hard- 
ships and sufferings of prisoners of war. Any exceptional treatment of 
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those who have fallen into my hands has been in violation of my orders 
and has promptly received necessary attention. While I do not claim 
undue mildness, I have the right to claim, and shall expect, that pris- 
oners from my command shall be treated as prisoners of war. To secure 
this end I now notify you that I hold three Federal officers of equal 
rank from ycur command, whose treatment shall be regulated by that 
extended to the officers named, and whose fate shall be decided by 
theirs. Upon information that you have restored your prisoners to the 
status of prisoners of war, I will make a corresponding change in the 
condition of those held by me. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Maior- General. 


HDQRS. DEPT. OF WEST VIRGINIA AND EAST TENNESSEE, 
January 12, 1865. 


COMMANDING OFFICER U.S. FoRCEsS, Knowville: 


During the recent raid under Major-General Stoneman a number of 
officers and men were captured and paroled to report to Knoxville at a 
future day. The object of this communication is to inform you that, in 
accordance with the interpretation given to the subject by both Gov- 
ernments, allsuch paroles given to parties within our lines have been 
declared null and the men and officers ordered to duty. While your 
forces occupied the country the obligation was binding upon them 
individually, but when they were recaptured by the reoccupation of 
the Confederate forces they were released from the operation of the 
parole given. A number were found on their way to Knoxville to 
report as pledged—among whom I have been requested to mention the 
following who considered themselves under peculiar obligations to 
report: Surg. Ben. Gillespie; Major Lewellyn, quartermaster; Capt. 
William Johnson, assistant quartermaster; Capt. G. N. Eakin, assistant 
quartermaster; Lieut. G.S. Feeny, and Capt. A. J. Waters. 

I have also the honor to state that Surgeon Carrick, who was cap- 
tured at Marion, was sent to Richmond for transmission through the 
lines there in preference to the tedious route to Knoxville. Notice has 
been received that he has been sent through by flag. I have also sent 
for similar transmission Asst. Surg. John Swan, Fifth U.S. [Colored] 
Cavalry; Asst. Surg. W. S. Robbins, Sixth U. S. [Colored] Cavalry; 
Surgeon Gardner, Thirtieth Kentucky Cavalry [Infantry], having 
received assurance through Commissioner Ould that Medical Director 
Ramsey and other surgeons captured at Bristol would be sent through 
by flag. An agreement having been made between Brigadier-General 
Vaughn and the representative of the U.S. authorities stipulating the 
security of citizens from capture and imprisonment, I have the honor 
to call your attention to the fact that a number of citizens, among 
them Mr. Sperry, of Bristol, were captured and sent to Knoxville, and 
to request that in compliance with the terms of the agreement they be 
released and returned to their homes. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN ©. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Major-General. 


[JANUARY 12, 1865.—For Dana to Forrest, relative to exchange of 
prisoners, see Series I, Vol. XLVIII, Part I, p. 498.| 
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HDQRS, OFFICE ASST. AGENT OF EXCHANGE, 
FLAG-OF-TRUCE STEAMER COUNTESS, 
Mouth of Red River, January 12, 1865. 
Col. CHARLES ©. DwiIGHT, 
Comr. of Exchange, Mil. Div. of West Miss., New Orleans, La.: 
CoLoNEL: Ihave the honor to inform you that I am here in obe- 
dience to the wishes of General E. Kirby Smith, from whom I bring the 
inclosed communication to General Canby. I reached Shreveport from 
Texas on the 4th instant. Iregret that you were unable to meet me at 
Galveston on the 19th ultimo. I delivered, notwithstanding, the quota 
of prisoners agreed on and have sent you the receipt for the same of 
Captain Mullany, commanding U.S. 8S. Bienville. 

Having received at one interview of December 11, 1864, assurances 
that you would soon be prepared to deliver the C.S. prisoners captured 
at Helena, Ark., in July, 1863, and others subsequently captured by 
General Steele in Arkansas and those captured at Fort Butler, I am 
pleased to be able to inform you that Iam both ready and anxious to 
effect a prompt delivery of their equivalents. In order to be at all 
times ready to accomplish this end (so much desired by both of us) I 
have kept the entire number of captures made by Confederate arms at 
Camp Ford, Tex. This number, you are aware, is large—so large that 
it is extremely desirable on every account that it be reduced. Unless 
this reduction is soon made by exchange it will become necessary to 
distribute the prisonersin other camps. This arrangement will diminish 
the favilities for future exchange, and will only be made in view of the 
health and comfort of the prisoners. 

I take pleasure in again assuring you of my readiness to deliver the 
U.S. naval prisoners now in our hands for their equivalent in Confed- 
erate naval prisoners captured in Mobile Bay and elsewhere, but beg to 
repeat that this exchange must include Admiral Buchanan and his 
comrades. 

Tinclose a copy of Special Orders, No. 203, dated Houston, July 21, 
1864,* referring to Mr. John Dillingham, captain of the U. 8. S. Morning 
Light, who was allowed an opportunity to effect his exchange for Cap- 
tain Fowler. Captain Dillingham having failed to accomplish the 
exchange, I have to ask that he be instructed to return within our lines 
without further delay. 

I would again call your attention to that portion of my communica- 
tion of 18th of November last which relates to the mechanics captured 
while attempting to cross the Mississippi River. I beg now to inquire 
what disposition it is your purpose to make of them. The general com- 
manding directs that I accept the proposition to exchange Lieutenant- 
Colonel Guess for his equivalent in privates, having no officers of equal 
rank now in my charge. Lieutenant-Colonel Guess has been ordered 
to report for duty, and you having an excess of C.S. paroled men, I 
trust it will not be found inconvenient to release the proper equivalent 
at once, 

The general commanding further directs that I ask the special 
exchange of Generals Marmaduke and Cabell, and as many others of 
their command as is possible, at the earliest practicable moment. Gen- 
eral Marmaduke having received assurances from General Rosecrans 
that every facility should be afforded for this exchange, it is hoped 
that no unnecessary delay will attend it. : J 

Col. Robert J. Barrow, who was captured at his plantation in Loui- 
siana and is now at Fort Lafayette, is, 1 learn, suffering in health from 
CRESS I gE aie iA 0 2a ES OE 


* Omitted. 
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his confinement. His constitution being feeble, General Smith is desir- 
ous that he be exchanged. In order to effect this I have to propose to 
exchange for him any particular officer you may designate or the usual 
number of equivalents. I once more have to invite your attention to 
the case of Private Preston, already mentioned in previous communl- 
cation, and to report that it would be gratifying to General Smith to 
have his exchange effected. Mr. Preston is quite a youth and is repre- 
sented to be in very delicate health. E. B. Pendleton, who was once a 
major in the Commissary Department, Provisional Army, C. S., but 
whose name has been dropped from the rolls, and hence was simply a 
citizen at the time of his capture, is still detained as a prisoner by the 
U.S. authorities. You are aware that the Confederate States Govern- 
ment no longer confines citizens as such, and having received assurances 
from you that your Government would observe the same line of conduct, 
Trespectfully request that Mr. Pendleton be released. A small number 
of U.S. citizens having recently been captured by our forces, I shall 
bring them with me to our next meeting and there turn them over to 
you. 

I inclose a copy of a communication relating to Mr. Joshua James, a 
citizen of Tensas Parish, La., now on parole and under bond in Vicks- 
burg. The facts as set forth in the letter require no comment. I also 
inclose a copy of the correspondence between General M. K. Lawler, 
U.S. Army, and myself, and call your attention to the indorsement 1 
have put upon it. 

I have not yet received your official acknowledgment of the delivery 
of the Brashear City prisoners. They numbered, as you will remember, 
1,360, rated as privates, and were delivered by Confederate authorities 
at Boutte Station to Lieutenant-Colonel Stancel, commanding outposts 
of U. 8. forces. I respectfully ask that you will forward to me the 
papers necessary to conclude this transaction. I send you a mail from 
U.S. prisoners and others to parties within your lines. 4 

Awaiting your reply, which I trust will be prompt, the more so as 
the cartel we agreed upon in July, 1864, has had sufficient time for its 
consummation, and hoping to meet you before the lapse of many days 
at our usual rendezvous, Red River Landing, 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
IG. SZYMANSKI, 
Asst. Agent of Exchange, Trans-Mississippi Dept., C. 8S. Army. 


[Inclosure.] 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, January 7, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. E. R. S. Cansy, 


Commanding U.S. Forces, &c., New Orleans, La.: 

GENERAL: I have directed Major Szymanski, O. S. agent of exchange 
for this department, to effect if possible the special exchange of Brig- 
adier-Generals Marmaduke and Cabell, C.S. Army, who were captured 
during the recent expedition of Maj. Gen. Sterling Price into the State 
of Missouri. I hope that the application when made by Major Szy- 
manski will be favorably considered and measures taken for the speedy 
exchange of these officers. 

1 am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ik. K. SMITH, 
General. 
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_ RICHMOND, January 12, 1865. 
TAZEWELL TAYLOR, Esq.: 

DEAR Sir: Your letters relating to the special exchange of several 
Confederate and Federal officers have been received. 

First. Let me thank you for your generous offer in behalf of our 
people. Your kindness and earnestness are fully appreciated. 

Secondly. Let me assure you of the anxious desire of the Confederate 
authorities to secure the release of every Confederate prisoner in Fed- 
eral hands. We have made proposition atter proposition, both under 
the cartel and outside of it, but with little effect. We are ready at 
any time to give an equivalent for any Confederate officer or soldier 
who may be delivered to us and at the time of his delivery. We have 
done so up this time, and no more. 

Thirdly. It is the fixed and just purpose of the Confederate authori- 
ties to make no discrimination amongst its officers and men in prison. 
“Every line of policy which would put any one of our prisoners in a 
more favorable position than that occupied by the others is carefully 
avoided.” For this reason we have carefully abstained from making 
special exchanges. If the enemy selects Confederate officers to be sent 
home, we must insist upon our right to designate who shall be the 
equivalents. We have constantly refused to indicate who shall be the 
objects of Confederate favor. To do so would be to dissatisfy every 
one who was not selected, and their friends also. To allow the Federals 
to enter our prisons and select those who should be delivered would 
soon result in sending off every officer of influence or position and 
leave on our hands those for whom they cared little or nothing. Isend 
you a copy of a report made by me to the Secretary of War, which 
fully explains the position we take in relation to special exchanges.* If 
those principles have been violated it has been done by commanders in 
the field without the approbation of the Confederate authorities. 

You wili perceive under this view that any selection by us of officers 
for a special favor or exchange on the one hand, or any designation by 
the enemy of Federal officers to be sent in return, is not to be tolerated. 
This rule, of course, is subordinate to our declared purpose of return- 
ing an equivalent in any case where a Confederate officer or soldier, 
whoever he may be, is sent to us. JI am sure your sense of justice will 
approve our rule. 

The officers to whom you refer are sent to us without any special 
parole. They came as all others did. Equivalents were sent for them. 
An excess of equivalents even was sent to assure the Federal authori- 
ties of our disposition to relieve all prisoners on both sides from cap- 
tivity. I was not aware of any special arrangements in relation to the 
named parties until I received your letter. To be frank with you, I 
must say if it had been otherwise our course would not have been 
altered. We have no favorites amongst our prisoners. All are the sub- 
jects of equal solicitude and effort. We will not and cannot add to the 
gloom of those that are left to Federal mercy by an exhibition of special 
grace or favor to a few of their companions in misery. Thanks to our 
noble officers, they do not ask it when they truly understand the mat- 
ter. They almost unanimously so inform me, and applaud the course 
we have determined to pursue. 

Again thanking you for your kind efforts in behalf of .our captives, 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


*See Vo). VII, this series, p. 1078. 
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GENERAL ORDERS, ) OFFICE Com. GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
No. 1. } Washington, D. C., Janwary 13, 1865. 


By authority of the Secretary of War it is ordered as follows: 

1. Section 2 of the act approved June 20, 1864, published in General 
Orders, No. 216, from the War Department, dated June 22, 1864, having 
modified the army ration, the ration heretofore allowed to prisoners of 
war is revised as follows, to go into effect February 1, 1865: 

-Ration.—Pork or bacon, ten ounces (in lieu of beef); salt or fresh 
beef, fourteen ounces; flour or soft bread, sixteen ounces; hard bread, 
ten ounces (in lieu of flour or soft bread); corn-meal, sixteen ounces (in 
lieu of flour or bread); beans or peas, twelve pounds and a half to 100 
rations, or rice or hominy, eight pounds to 100 rations; soap, two pounds 
to 100 rations; vinegar, two quarts to 100 rations; salt, two pounds 
to 100 rations. 

2. Sugar and coffee or tea will be issued only to sick or wounded, on 
the recommendation of the surgeon in charge, at the rate of twelve 
pounds of sugar and five pounds of ground or seven pounds of green 
coffee or one pound of tea to the 100 rations. This part of the ration 
will be allowed only for every other day. 

3. Desiccated compressed potatoes, or desiccated compressed mixed 
vegetables, in quantity as allowed by existing regulations, may be sub- 
stituted for beans, peas, rice, or hominy. If the ration of soap, salt, or 
vinegar is found to be insufficient, it will be increased in such propor- 
tion as may be deemed proper by the commanding officer of the post, 
not to exceed in quantity the ration allowed to soldiers of the U.S. 
Army. ; 

4, The ration to be issued to prisoners of war employed on public 
works as announced in Circular No. 3, from this office, dated June 13, 
1864, is hereby modified as follows, viz: Pork or bacon, twelve ounces 
(in lieu of beef); salt or fresh beef, sixteen ounces; flour or soft bread, 
eighteen ounces; hard bread, twelve ounces (in lieu of flour or soft 
bread); corn-meal, eighteen ounces (in lieu of flour or bread); beans or 
peas, fifteen pounds to 100 rations; rice or hominy, ten pounds (in lieu 
of beans or peas) to 100 rations; coffee (ground), five pounds to 100 
rations; coffee (green), seven pounds (in lieu of ground coffee) to 100 
rations; tea, sixteen ounces (in lieu of coffee) to 100 rations; sugar, 
twelve pounds to 100 rations; vinegar, three quarts to 100 rations; 
soap, four pounds to 100 rations; salt, three pounds and three-fourths 
to 100 rations. 

5. The difference between the rations hereby established and the 
ration allowed by law to soldiers of the U. S. Army, as announced in 
General Orders, No. 226, from the War Department, dated July 8, 1864, 
the difference between the ration allowed to be issued and that actually 
used, constitutes the “savings” from which is formed the “prison fund.” 
All current money left by deceased prisoners of war, or accruing from 
the sale of their effects; all current money clandestinely forwarded to 
prisoners or found concealed by them, and all money accruing to the 
prison fund from any other source will be turned over to the commis- 
sary, and will be accounted for on his statement of the fund. 

6. Tea and sugar for the sick, when the ration allowed is insufficient, 
and antiscorbutics for the prisoners generally, may be purchased on the 
certificate of the surgeon, approved by the commanding officer that 
the articles are necessary. The tea and sugar will be bought, from the 
commissary and paid for from the hospital fund, and the antiscorbutics 
for general use must, when practicable, be purchased from the commis- 
sary, aud will be paid for from the prison fund. When the hospital 
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fund is too limited to meet such expenditures they may be made from 
the “ prison fund.” 

7. Accounts against the “prison fund” must be paid, as far as pos- 
sible, in the month in which they become due. 5 

8. Soldiers employed as clerks, or on other duties connected with 
prisoners of war, as authorized by Article LX, of circular of April 
20, 1864, are not to be considered on “extra duty,” as it is understood 
by the Army Regulations, nor are they mustered for “extra pay,” 
but for this service they are to be compensated at the prescribed rates. 

9. The monthly statement of the prison fund, and quartermaster’s 
accounts of property purchased with the prison fund, must be forwarded 
to this office within ten days after the end of the month. In case of 
delay an explanation must be forwarded as to the cause. Blanks for 
mere the above returns will be forwarded on requisition made to this 
office. 

10. All orders heretofore issued from this office conflicting with any 
portion of this order are hereby annulled. 

By order of Brig. Gen. H. W. Wessells, Inspector and Commissary- 
General of Prisoners: 

W. T. HARTZ, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES, 
City Point, Va., January 13, 1865. 
Col. JoHN E. MULFORD, Assistant Agent of Exchange: 

CoLONEL: The letter of Judge Robert Ould, agent of exchange of 
Confederate States, of date Richmond, September 12, 1864, in answer 
to yours of 10th of same month, accepting the proposition made by 
him, under date of August 22, 1864, that— 
all prisoners of war on each side be released from confinement (close) or irons, as _ 
the case may be, and either placed in the condition of other prisoners of war or 
sent to their respective homes for their equivalents— 
has been duly referred to me for my consideration and action, and I am 
of the opinion that the proposition, as made by Judge Ould and 
accepted by the Government, through you, is just and equally fair and 
beneficial to both sides. You will. therefore communicate to Judge 
Ould, without delay, that our Government stands by its acceptance of 
his proposition, heretofore referred to, without excepting from its oper- 
ations any of the cases proposed by General Butler and referred to in 
his (Judge Ould’s) letter of September 12; that the parties for whose 
release said agreement was made shall all be mutually delivered, the 
party having the excess to receive proper equivalents, and that you are 
authorized to carry the agreement into immediate effect on our side. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
U. S. GRANT, 
Tieutenant- General. 


Fort LAFAYETTE, New York Harbor, January 13, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. BE. PAtne, U.S. Volunteers, New York: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose a slip from the Richmond 
Examiner of the 6th instant, which shows that “the cotton has been 
shipped from Mobile,” and I presume will be here in a day or so. As 
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much of my former work will have to be gone over, may I ask of you, 
if in your power, to have iny parole renewed at once? 
I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. N. R. BEALL, 
Brigadier-General, Provisional Army, C. S., Prisoner of War. 


[Inclosure.] 


(From the Richmond Examiner. January 6.) 


BLANKETS FOR UNION PRISONERS—THE DISTRIBUTION PROGRESS- 
ING—ONLY 2,000 FEDERAL PRISONERS CONFINED AT RICHMOND— 
REASON WHY OUR CAPTURED MEN ARE SENT SOUTHWARD. 


Yesterday a commission from Grant’s lines arrived at Varina, under 
flag of truce, bringing 1,500 blankets for distribution among the Federal 
prisoners in Richmond, in addition to 1,000 blankets received through 
the same source last week. Major Turner, the commandant of the 
Libby Prison post here, placed the distribution under the control of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Hutchins, a Federal officer and a prisoner, and the 
distribution of the blankets was progressing yesterday and will be 
concluded to-day. 

This is an offset to the courtesy extended our prisoners in the North 
by the cargo of cotton sent from Mobile recently, which, converted into 
Federal currency, will go far toward supplying the wants of the 
suffering Confederate prisoners in the, to them, frigid zone of the 
North. 

Of the fifty-odd thousand Yankee prisoners computed to be now held 
in the South not over 2,000 are confined in Richmond, and more than 
the half of these are in the hospital. A wise determination of the 
Government has constantly for a year past been shifting the great body 
of the prisoners southward, and the wisdom of the order is being 
demonstrated every day. Richmond, hard pressed to feed its super- 
abundant population and the large army defending its gates, is relieved 
from the incubus of an overstocked prison post in its midst. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND, 
Nashville, Tenn., January 13, 1865. 
General J. B. Hoop, C. S. Army, 
Commanding C. 8S. Army of Tennessee : 


GENERAL: I take this means of informing you of an act of cold- 
blooded murder of prisoners of war recently committed by a company 
of scouts belonging to Forrest’s forces and commanded by a Captain 
Harvey. The circumstances were as follows: 

On the 20th of December last three officers belonging to the U. S. 
service were captured by this company of scouts, which numbered 
thirty-six men, about fourteen miles southeast of Murfreesborough. As 
soon as captured they were robbed of everything valuable which they 
had upon their persons, even their clothing. They were kept under 
guard for three days with some other prisoners—enlisted men who had 
been captured near Murfreesborough—until they reached a small town 
named Lewisburg, some eighteen miles south of Duck River. From 
there the captured officers were sent under guard of four men, as they 
were told by the guard, to Forrest’s headquarters, and the enlisted men 
were taken off on a road leading to Columbia. The officers were taken 
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along the turnpike leading from Lewisburg to Mooresville, for the dis- 
tance of about four miles, when they left the road and turned to the 
right for the purpose, as they were told by the guard, of stopping at a 
neighboring house for the night. When they had reached a wooded 
ravine, about-half a mile from the turnpike, the leading man of the 
guard halted, partially turned his horse, and, as one of the officers came 
up, drew his revolver and without uttering a word shot him in the head. 
‘The other two officers were then killed by being shot through the head 
with carbines, and their bodies were next morning decently buried, but 
not by your troops, upon the premises of a citizen living near. It is 
supposed that the enlisted men, who were taken off on another road, 
met a similar fate to that of the officers. I have the names of these 
officers in my possession, and the whole that is herein stated is suscep- 
tible of proof. 

Itis my desire as far as lies in my power to mitigate the horrors of 
this war as much as possible, but I will not cousent that my soldiers 
shall be thus brutally murdered whenever the fortunes of war place 
them defenseless within your power. Such acts on the part of the sol- 
diers of your army are of by no means rare occurrences. A case which 
occurs to my mind now, and of which no mention has heretofore been 
made to either your predecessor in command or yourself, is that of the 
murder of ten prisoners of war bya portion of Ross’ brigade, of Wheeler’s 
command, at Wood’s Gap, between Gordon’s Mills and Dalton, early in 
April last. Should my troops, exasperated by arepetition of suchacts, 
take no prisoners of war at all in future, I shall in no manner interfere 
in this exercise of their just vevgeance, and you will fully understand 
their reasons as well as mine, and you will please remember that it is 
your army and not mine who is responsible for the inauguration of the 
dreadful policy of extermination. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Major-General, U. 8. Army, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS PRISON CAMP, 
Elmira, N. Y., January 13, 1865. 
Lieut. R. J. McKEE, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General: 
LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to report that prisoners of war in 
this camp receive rations each man daily as follows: For breakfast, 
eight ounces of bread, eight ounces of meat; for dinner, eight ounces 
of bread, one pint and a half soup of excellent quality, made from 
meat, potatoes, onions, and beans. The great majority get a piece of 
meat in the soup. Extra-duty men receive per day twenty-four ounces 
of bread, sixteen ounces of meat, and two pints of soup, and cofiee 
with each meal (three meals per day). ; 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
STEPHEN MOORE, 
Lieut. Col. Sixteenth Regt. Vet. Reserve Corps, Comdg. Camp. 


Hpers. MILITARY DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI, 
New Orleans, La:, January 13, 1865. 


Maj. Ie. SZYMANSKI, Weare 
Asst. Agent of Exchange, Trans-Mississippi Dept., C. S. Army: 


Mason: I have the honor to inclose to you herewith official copies of 
two papers relating to.and disposing of the case of the paroles given 
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by the prisoners of war captured from the U.S. forces at Brashear City 
in June, 1863.* The one is a letter from Maj. Gen. I. A. Hitchcock, 
of August 24, 1864, which concedes the validity of the paroles when 
given; the other an order from the War Department, dated October 
16, 1863, which declares exchanged the prisoners so paroled. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHAS. C. DWIGHT, 
Colonel and Agent of Exchange, Mil. Div. of West Mississippi. 


CIRCULAR. | PROVOS?-MARSHAL’S OFFICE, 
Fort Pulaski, Ga., January 13, 1865. 
All remittances to prisoners of war sent by permission of Brigadier- 
General Wessells, Commissary-Geueral of Prisoners, Washington, D.C., 
and to the care of Lieut. Col. John E. Mulford, assistant agent of 
exchange, Fortress Monroe, Va., will be promptly delivered to the per- 


sons to whom they are addressed. 
FRANK PLACE, 
Major 157th New York Volunteers, Provost-Marshal. 


Camp DOUGLAS, Chicago, Ill., January 13, 1865. 
Special requisition for clothing for issue to prisoners of war. 


Hight thousand blankets, 2,000 coats or jackets, 3,000 pair trousers, 
5,000 shirts, 10,000 pair drawers, 12,000 pair stockings, 3,000 pair 
bootees. 

I certify that the above requisition is correct, and that the articles 
specified are absolutely requisite for the public service, rendered so by 
the following circumstances: For issue to prisoners of war at Camp 
Douglas for the first quarter of 1865, in pursuance of paragraph 12, 
circular, Office of Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D.C., 
April 20, 1864. 

CHARLES GOODMAN, 
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster. 

Approved. 

B. J. SWEET, 
Colonel Highth Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps, Comdg. Post. 


Camp DouGuas, Chicago, Ill., January 13, 1865. 


Proceedings of the commission convened by the following order, to 
wit: 


SPECIAL ORDERS, No. 12.] 


A military commission is hereby ordered to meet at Camp Douglas, Chicago, II1., 
Thursday, January 12, 1865, or as soon thereafter as practicable, to investigate and 
report the facts in relation to the shooting of two prisoners of war in the rebel 
square at Camp Douglas, Chicago, Il., on the morning.of the 7th instant, by a senti- 
nel on post 6 or 7, Second Division, and whether such sentinel was justified in ac- 
cordance with existing orders in such shooting. Detail for the commission: Maj. 
James E, Cornelius, Fifteenth Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps; Capt. John L. Hill, 


*See Vol. VI, p. 383, and Vol. VII, p. 674, this series. 
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Twenty-fourth Ohio Battery; Lieut. William Palmer, Company D, Fifteenth Regi- 
ment Veteran Reserve Corps. 

By command of B. J. Sweet, colonel Eighth Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps, 
commanding post: 


; E. R. P. SHURLY, 
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


The commission met pursuant to the above order, all the members 
being present. The commission then proceeded to take evidence in 
regard to the shooting of a prisoner of war on the morning of the 7th 
instant by a sentinel of the Second Division. Privates David Tolman, 
Elijah Tidd, and Horace Snow, all of Company G, Fifteenth Regiment 
Veteran Reserve Corps, and sentinels on posts Nos. 5, 6, and 7 of the 
Second Division, on the morning of January 7, 1865, also Capt. J. H. 
Hastings, commanding prisoners’ square, were examined under oath. 

The commission, after mature deliberation on the evidence adduced, 
have the honor to report that the sentinel on post No. 6, Second Divis- 
ion, David Tolman, private, Company G, Fifteenth Regiment Veteran 
Reserve Corps, did,on the morning of January 7, 1865, about the hour 
of 9 a. m., fire at a rebel prisoner of war who stepped across the dead- 
line in the prisoners’ square, missing him, and that his ball passed into 
the rebel barracks, numbered as Ward H, and wounded two men in that 
ward; that in firing the sentinel carried out the instructions given to 
all sentinels on the parapet. It appears from the evidence that he fired 
about two feet over the head of the man fired at, a circumstance that 
may be attributed to his elevated position more than to any culpable 
carelessness on the part of the sentinel. 

In conclusion, the commission is of the opinion that Private David 
Tolman, Company G, Fifteenth Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps, was 
strictly performing his duty when he fired at the rebel prisoner of war 
when he crossed the (so-called) dead-line; but would recommend that 
the sentinels be instructed to carefully fire low under such circum- 
stances, so as not to injure others who are innocent of any offense. 

J. E. CORNELIUS, 
Major Fifteenth Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps, President. 
J. L. HILL, 
Captain Twenty-fourth Ohio Battery. 
WILLIAM PALMER, 
Second Lieut. Company D, Fifteenth Regt. Veteran Reserve Corps. 


Fort MORGAN, January 13, 1865. 

[Maj. JAMES E. MONTGOMERY:| 

Magsor: I respectfully state that I reached this post this evening 
with the rebel steamer Waverly with the 1,000 bales of cotton which I 
am to take to New York under orders of the major-general commanding. 

Captain Jenkins, U. 8. Navy, commanding naval forces Mobile Bay, 
having stated to me this evening (upon my reporting to him) that he 
could furnish no men to transfer the cotton from the Waverly to the 
Atlanta, I immediately endeavored to raise a gang of stevedores from 
Captain Dunham, assistant quartermaster, and failing in that (as the 
men had been worked very hard), I obtained from Colonel Clarke, com- 
manding post, an order for thirty teamsters from Captain Dunham, 
for whom I am now waiting. This haste is necessary from the fact that 
the rebel steamer is a very frail, light vessel, and in the event of much 
wind would be obliged to seek shelter in a safe harbor until calm 
weather, and this is the season of “ northers.” 
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I shall use all my exertion: to forward this (already too long delayed) 
business with as much dispatch as possible, and keep you promptly 
informed of my actions. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FRANK G. NOYES, 
Captain and Commissary of Subsistence. 


[JANUARY 13, 1865.—For Maury to Seddon, reporting the delivery of 
1,000 bales of cotton to be disposed of for the benefit of C.S, prisoners, 
see Series I, Vol. XLV, Part LI, p. 781.] 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., January 13, 1865. 
Capt. H. S. DoeeEerr, Fredericksburg, Va.: 
Detain Hon. H. 8S. Foote until further orders.* 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS, Fredericksburg, Va., January 13, 1865. 
Major CARRINGTON, Provost-Marshal: 


MaAsor: I advised you by telegraph last night that I had caused 
Hon. Henry S. Foote, member of Cougress from the State of Tennessee, 
to be arrested at Occoquan on the 10th instant on his way to Wash- 
ington City, for the following reasons: 

On Sunday, the 8th, information was lodged with me that Hon. 
Henry S. Foote and lady, after having spent the night previous with 
Joseph B. Ficklen, at Falmouth, had left early in the day for Dum- 
fries, and thence to pass beyond our lines into the lines of the United 
States. TI at once dispatched two trusty men with written orders, per 
inclosed paper, marked A. My verbal instructions were not to interfere 
with the honorable gentleman or his lady until they had clearly exhib- 
ited a purpose to pass beyond our jurisdiction, which I took it for 
granted would be quite apparent when they passed beyond Dumfries. 
My reason for being thus particular was that it was intimated that Mr. 
Foote might be going to Prince William to visit friends. It gives me 
pleasure to say that these orders were implicitly obeyed, and that Mr. 
Foote was not molested until he arrived at Occoquan, which is within 
five miles of the enemy’s camp and thirty-seven miles beyond my 
picket-lines at this place. Here he was arrested and brought back to 
this place. On his arrival here he stated without reserve to me that 
his purpose was to go through Washington with his family to the State 
of Tennessee, and that while in Washington he should use his best 
efforts to negotiate a treaty of peace. Since his arrival at this place he 
withdrew a resignation of his seat in Congress, which he had previously 
written and left with a friend, to be mailed to the Honorable Speaker of 
the House of Representatives. 

His wife, my scouts say, had proper papers to pass beyond our lines. 
In consequence of Mr. Foote’s age and position, and. my belief that I 
could rely upon his honor, I have paroled him to remain within the 


“For other correspondence relating to Hon. H. 8. Foote not published herein see 
Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part Ii. 
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limits of this town until I receive instructions from your office. Please 
advise me as early as possible what disposition to make of him. Since 
writing the above I have received the telegram of the. Honorable Sec. 
retary of War instructing me to “detain Hon. H.S. Foote until further 
orders.” This order having been exhibited to H. S. Foote, he informed 
me of his purpose immediately to apply to Hon. Judge Halyburton, at 
Richmond, for the privilege of writ of habeas corpus in his case. 
Respectfully submitted. 
H. 8. DOGGETT, 
Captain, Commanding Post, and Provost-Marshal. 


[First indorsement.] 
JANUARY 16, 1865, 
Respectfully referred to Honorable Secretary of War. 
The original of these papers was filed with the committee of the 
House of Representatives. 
Is. H. CARRINGTON, 
Provost-Marshal. 
[Second indorsement,] 
JANUARY 19, 1865. 
Noted. File. The release of Mr. Foote has been ordered since the 
action of the House of Representatives on his case. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 
[Inclosure.] 
re 
ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS, 
No. 4. } Fredericksburg, Va., January 8, 1865. 
I. Privates Hussing and White, Seventh South Carolina Cavalry, 
will proceed immediately to Dumfries, and farther if necessary, and 
arrest Henry 8. Foote and family, who have been reported at these 
headquarters to be making their way to the enemy. Their papers will 
be examined, and unless they exhibit proper passes from the Secretary 
of War they will be brought to these headquarters immediately. They 
will impress horses, if necessary, and be as expeditious as possible. 
H. 8S. DOGGETT, 
Captain, Commanding, &c. 


FLORENCE, January 13, 1865. 
Maj. Jonn G. STOKES: 
(Care of Hon. David Clopton.) 
Accept command offered. Notify War Department. Get full 
instructions. 
E. M. LAW, 
Brigadier- General. 
[Indorsement. ] 
The command suggested and herein referred to is that of the prisons 
and prisoners east of the Savannah River. 
DAVID CLOPTON. 


RICHMOND, January 14, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, Commanding U. S. Armies : 


GENERAL: We have the honor to announce to you that the State of 
Alabama has appropriated $500,000 for the relief of prisoners from 
that State held by your Government. The undersigned having been 
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appointed agents for the purpose of carrying into effect the design of 
this appropriation, most respectfully ask, through you, permission to 
proceed to the United States on the object of our mission. — Having 
obtained permission from the Confederate Government to ship cotton 
to the amount of this appropriation, we are instructed by the Governor 
ot Alabama to ask permission to pass it through the blockade. We 
would further state that it would be agreeable to the Governor of Ala- 
bama if a vessel of the United States should be permitted to carry this 
cotton to the port of New York, to be there sold and the proceeds 
applied to the purchase of blankets, clothing, and such other things as 
may be needed for the comfort of prisoners from that State. We beg 
_ leave to suggest Mobile Bay as the point from which this cotton may 
be shipped. Wedeem it proper to state that our mission is confined 
strictly to the object stated. It embraces nothing of a military or 
political nature, and if permitted to carry out the design of our State 
we will cheerfully submit to such rules, regulations, and paroles as are 
usual in such cases. We well know that a gallant soldier must feel 
for those brave men who by the fortunes of war are held as prisoners, 
exposed to the rigors of a climate to which they are not accustomed, 
the severities of which are augmented by the privations necessarily 
atteudant upon their condition. We ask this favor with confidence, 
assured that your sympathies with the unfortunate brave will lead you 
to do all in your power to promote the benevolent design intrusted to 
us by the State of Alabama. 

We have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servants, 

M. LEHMAN, 
I. T. TICHENOR, 
Agents of the State of Alabama. 


RICHMOND, VA., January 14, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. U.S. GRANT: 

Sir: Your communication of the 12th instant has been received. 

There seems to be some extraordinary mistake somewhere about the 
cotton to be shipped from Mobile. I have already acquainted you with 
the substance of the telegraph from Mobile of the date of the 25th of 
December last. I have now before me a letter from the agent of the Con- 
federate States having charge of the matter, dated Mobile, December 
23, 1864, from which I extract the following paragraph, to wit: 

The cotton has been furnished and is already on board the lighter, awaiting reply 
from the Federal commander to a communication from General Maury notifying him 
that it is ready to be delivered. 

This you perceive is utterly inconsistent with General Canby’s tele- 


graph of the 16th ultimo. I hope that we shall soon arrive at the truth 
of the matter. 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Huchange. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., January 14, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. WESSELLS, 
Commissary- General of Prisoners : 
Sir: I send herewith a letter, dated Knoxville, Tenn., December 10 
1864, from Brig. Gen. S, P. Carter, provust-marshal-general of East Ten- 
nessee, in reference to an agreement between himself and General 
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Vaughn, in the service of the enemy, touching certain exchanges, and 
I inclose with it the articles of agreement, to which I call your attention 
and request you to give such orders and take such measures as will 
enable General Carter to comply with the agreement by sending to him 
such prisoners therein referred to as he is bound to deliver to the 
enemy, excepting in the case of Captain Battle, who is to be retained, 
at the request of General Carter, until he shall be satisfied in regard 
to the treatment of Captain Harris. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK, A. HITCHCOCK, 
Maj. Gen. of Vols. and Commissioner for Wxchange of Prisoners. 


P.S.—In order to keep together the papers which relate to this 
matter, I send with this a copy of my letter of December 23 last to 
General Carter and his letter in answer of January 5, 1865; the latter 
received this morning.* 


OFFICE ASST. AGENT FOR EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS, 
On board Steamer New York, January 14, 1865. 
|Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER: | 

GENERAL: In compliance with instructions received from you 
through Brig. Gen. John W. Turner, dated December 29, 1864, con- 
cerning the issue of blankets to Federal prisoners at Richmond, I have 
the honor to make the following report: 

On the evening of December 351, 1864, I received ten bales of blankets 
(100 in each bale), and was at once notified by Colonel Ould and Major 
Turner that I could commence to issue them on the following morning. 
They also informed me that 1 could select two officers to assist me. I 
accordingly selected Chaplain Emerson, of the Seventh New Hampshire 
Infantry, and Assistant Surgeon Pierce, of the First New Hampshire 
Cavalry, for that purpose. I am also happy to say that during a por- 
tion of the time this consignment was issued I was assisted by Surgeon 
Strawbridge, medical director of the Eighteenth Army Corps, and to 
these officers I am greatly indebted for their aid. 

On Sunday, the Ist of January, 1865, we commenced to issue the 
blankets, and surely it was a welcome New Year’s present to our suffer- 
ing soldiers. After inspecting the different prisons we came to the 
conclusion that those prisoners who were confined in what is known as 
the Pemberton Building were the most destitute, although every sol- 
dier who was here confined was sadly in need of blankets and clothing. 
There were nearly 3,000 prisoners in Richmond, and very few were in 
possession of blankets. In the Pemberton Building there are six large 
rooms in which our prisoners are confined. The three rooms in the 
northwest corner of this building were found to be the most open, and 
the prisoners here confined were the most exposed. We here issued 
one blanket to each enlisted man, there being 579 men confined in these 
rooms. We also found that up to this time there were but thirty-one 
blankets for all of these men. On Monday, the 2d of January, we com- 
pleted the distribution of the blankets to these prisoners confined in 
the south rooms. Not having a sutticient supply on hand, and wishing 
to make all as comfortable as possible, I took the responsibility to 


*For inclosures to this communication see Vol. VII, this series, pp. 1175, 1208, 
1263, and p. 25, ante. 
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depart somewhat from the instructions I received from Brigadier- 
General Turner and accordingly issued two blankets to every three 
men. Instead of murmuring or complaining, these men received them 
most gratefully, and frequent expressions of thankfulness were made 
for this token of remembrance by their Government. It was, indeed, a 
sad sight to see these brave soldiers, who have been suffering for 
months in this prison from cold an4 hunger, roll themselves up in their 
warm blankets and sink at once in a quiet slumber, forgetful of their 
food and mindful of nothing save of sleep. In this connection-allow 
me to say that not a single commissioned officer here confined would 
receive a blanket from this lot, all preferring that they should be dis- 
tributed among the enlisted men. 

On January 5, 1865, I received 1,500 more blankets and on the fol- 
lowing morning commenced to distribute them, assisted by Doctor 
Pierce and Major Owens, of the First Kentucky Cavalry. We issued 
the following number to prisoners confined in the rooms of Libby 
Prison: In room No. 1, 228; No. 2, 210; No. 3,198. We issued to men 
who had just arrived from Western Virginia, captured in the late raid 
made by General Stoneman, ninety-two blankets; and here mustsay that 
among all of the prisoners whom: I have yet seen these are the most 
destitute. None had blankets or overcoats. In most cases their hats 
and coats had been taken from them, and but very few bad boots or 
shoes upon their feet. Many of them could hardly stand, and when the 
blankets were given to them they seemed too grateful to reply. We 
then went over to the Pemberton Building and distributed blankets to 
those men who did not receive them from the first consignment, num- 
beriug 588. The next Jot was to a class of men whose situation I would 
most respectfully call your attention. They are a class of men who 
have been held as prisoners for a long time and are detailed as shoe- 
makers, broom makers, cooks, carpenters, and tailors. These men say 
they do it because they were suffering so much for food, receiving 
double rations for their labor, but there is not one whom I con- 
versed with who is not extremely anxious to be exchanged at once, and 
all say they are ready to go into the field immediately. Thinking that 
you may perhaps use the names of these men I most respectfully for- 
ward a list with this communication. We distributed blankets to those 
officers who are held in close confinement as hostages (ten in number). 
[also issued blankets to the officers, and turned over fifty-six to Captain 
Watson on the morning of my release from prison. Thus I have com- 
pleted the issue of blankets sent by you for our prisoners, and believe 
me, general, it has been a most pleasant duty, and our Government has 
received the thanks of nearly 3,000 brave men who were suffering sadly 
for the want of them. 

Permit me to call your attention to the necessity of sending clothing 
to these men. A great many of them are almost destitute of clothes, 
so long have they been imprisoned. Several hundred are bootless aud 
shoeless; as many are without socks, while a very large number are 
without coats and jackets. If you will permit me I would recommend 
that a supply of shoes, shirts, socks, and blouses be sent with a less 
number of pants, for without them a large number will certainly die 
during the winter. 

I conversed with the majority of these men, and it was the unanimous 
request that they should be speedily exchanged, and were ready to 
pledge themselves, willing and eager to join their commands at once, 
and promise to fight with a stouter heart and more earnest will than 
ever before. > 
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In conclusion, I am happy to state that every facility was rendered 
me in the performance of my duty by Colonel Ould and Major Turner. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BENJ. T. HUTCHINS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel First New Hampshire Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS Fort WARREN, 
Boston Harbor, January 14, 1865. 
Maj. H. A. ALLEN, Commanding Fort Warren: 

Str: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
Saturday, January 14, 1865: 

Conduct—orderly. Cleanliness—satisfactory. Clothing—in as good 
condition as the limited allowance will permit. Bedding—in good 
order. State of quarters—good. State of mess-houses—clean and well 
conducted. State of kitchen—clean and well conducted. Food, 
quality of—good. Food, quantity of—the full allowance. Water— 
good. Sinks—in good order. Police of grounds—once every day. 
Drainage—excellent. Police of hospital—no special hospital for prison- 
ers. Attendance of sick—regular. Hospital diet—good. General 
health of prisoners—good. Vigilance of guard—satisfactory. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. H. WOODMAN, 
LTieut., First Batt. Mass. Vol. Arty., and Inspecting Officer. 


[JANUARY 14, 1865.—For Dana to Christensen, relative to exchange 
of prisoners, see Series I, Vol. XLVIII, Part I, p. 519. For inclosures 
therein referred to, but not printed, see Forrest to Dana, January 6, 
1865, p. 31, ante; Forrest to Rousseau and Rousseau to Forrest, 
December 16, 1864, Vol. VII, of this series, p. 1233. | 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., January 14, 1865. 
General D. H. Maury, Mobile, Ala.: 
General U. S. Grant notifies Col. Robert Ould that vessel has been 
waiting in Mobile Bay for a long time to receive cotton to supply our 
prisoners; that General E. R. 8. Canby has notified you, and cotton, 


has not been furnished. Send the cotton and report cause of delay. 
J. A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War. 


City Point, January 15, 1865. 
Major-General HALLECK, Ohief of Staff: 
Judge Ould, Confederate agent of exchange, in an interview with 
Colonel Mulford yesterday, requested that General Vance should be 


paroled as General Beall’s assistant. Please have Vance so paroled. 
U. 8S. GRANT, 


Lieutenant- General. 
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[Indorsement. ] 
JANUARY 23, 1865. 
Brigadier-General WESSELLS: 
The Secretary of War directs that General Vance be paroled, as 


herein requested. 
eee H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Ciry Point, January 15, 1865. 
Major-General HALLECK, Chief of Staff: 

Under the agreement for the release and exchange of prisoners of 
war, set forth in the letter of which the following is a copy,* Judge 
Ould has notified Colonel Mulford, assistant agent of exchange, that 
orders have gone out for the release of all prisoners coming within said 
agreement held by their side. You will therefore direct all prisoners 
that come within said agreement held by us to be released and sent to 
Fort Monroe, there to be detained subject to the orders of Colonel 
Mulford. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., January 15, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General GRAN, City Point: 

Does your order to send prisoners to Fort Monroe include the 500 
officers sent to Morris Island, to be exposed to enemy’s fire, the same 
as our officers coufined in the city of Charleston ? 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


City Point, VA., January 15, 1865—12 m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, Chief of Staff: 


‘Lhave just received a communication from Jud ge R. Ould, Confed- 
erate agent of exchange, under date of 14th instant, in which he says: 

I have already acquainted you with the substance of the telegram from Mobile 
of the date of the 25th of December last. I have now before me a letter from the 
agent of the Confederate States having charge of the matter, dated Mobile, Decem- 
ber 23, 1864, from which I extract the following paragraph, to wit: ‘‘The cotton has 
been furnished and is already on board the lighter, awaiting reply from the Federal 
commander to a communication from General Maury notifying him that it is ready 
to be delivered.” 
_ Please communicate the above to General Canby, with directions to 
inquire into the matter and take immediate steps to have the vessels 
that are to transport the cotton report at once in Mobile Harbor to 
receive it, and the proper parties in Mobile notified of the fact. I much 
fear, unless something is done in this matter soon, we will be denied 
permission to send through supplies for our prisoners, for whose benefit 
especially the arrangement for serving prisoners was entered into by us. 

U, S. GRANT, 
Ineutenant- General. 


*See Grant to Mulford, January 13, p. 63. 
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HEADQUARTERS Fort LAFAYETTE, 
; New York Harbor, January 15, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. MARTIN BURKE, 
Commanding Fort Lafayette, New York Harbor: 


Str: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week end- 
ing January 15, 1865: 

Conduct—very good. Cleanliness—generally very good. Clothing— 
good. Bedding—iron bedsteads, husk mattresses, blankets, sheets, 
and pillows. State of quarters—very good. State of mess-houses— 
cleanly. State of kitchen—cleanly. Food, quality of—good. Food, 
quantity of—circular of June 1, 1864, complied with. Water—excel- 
lent (Croton). Sinks—cleanly. Police of grounds—excellent. Drain- 
age—good. Police of hospital—no hospital at post; prisoners very 
sick are sent to Fort Hamilton. Attendance of sick—Hospital Doctor 
Gibson attends to sick every morning. Hospital diet—none at post. 
General health of prisoners—very good. Vigilance of guard—guards 
vigilant; prisoners verified three times during the night. 

Remarks and suggestions.—There are fifty-eight prisoners confined in 
Fort Lafayette, consisting of prisoners of war and state. Their treat- 
ment as regards quarters and exercise is excellent. Everything allowed 
by existing orders is furnished to them, and a good degree of satisfac- 
tion is expressed by them for the uniform excellence of their treatment. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: CHARLES STEELHAMMER, 

First Lieut., Seventeenth U. 8. Infty., Post Adjt. and Insp. Officer. 


[Indorsement. } 


Treatment, &c., in accordance with instructions received, is strictly 
carried out and adhered to. 
Respectfally referred to the Commissary-General of Prisoners. 
MARTIN BURKE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, U. S. Army, Commanding Post. 


HEADQUARTERS SUPERINTENDENT OF PRISON, 
Johnson's Island, Ohio, January 15, 1865. 
Col. CHARLES W. HILL, 
Commanding U. 8. Forces, Johnson's Island: 

Srr: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
January 15, 1865: 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—good. Clothing—good. Bedding— 
plenty of blankets, but little straw. State of quarters—fair. State of 
mess-houses—fair. State of kitchen—fair. Food, quality of—good. 
Food, quantity of—prison ration, except potatoes. Water—lake and 
good. Sinks—fair. Police of grounds—fair as weather will allow. 
Drainage—good. Police of hospital—excellent. Attendance of sick— 
good. Hospital diet—good, varied, and abundant. General health of 
prisoners—good. Vigilance of guard—good. _ 

Remarks and suggestions.— Whole number of prisoners, 3,047 ; number 
sick in hospital, 43; number cases smallpox, 2; number deaths since 
last report, 2. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BE. A. SCOVILL, 
Lieut. Col. 128th Ohio Vol. Infantry and Inspecting Officer. 
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[Indorsement. ] 


The foregoing report is approved. Lieut. Samuel H. Waldie, Sixth 
Arkansas Infantry, reported by me in letter dated 10th instant as 
missing, undoubtedly went with the party of other prisoners of war to 
New Orleans for exchange. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissary-General of Prisoners. 

CHAS. W. HILL, 
Colonel 128th Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Commanding. Post. 


HEADQUARTERS CAMP DOUGLAS, 
Chicago, 1ll., January 15, 1865. 


Col. BENJAMIN J. SWEEY, Commanding Post of Chicago, Ill. : 


Sir: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
January 14, 1865: 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—good. Clothing—all that is necessary, 
except for a portion of those taken from Hood. Bedding—all that is 
necessary, except for a portion of those taken from Hood. State of 
quarters—very good. State of kitchen—very neat. Food, quality of— 
good; same as used by Federal troops of garrison. Food, quantity 
of—as much as is necessary. Water—a great plenty; same as used in 
city of Chicago. Sinks—clean; washed each morning. Police of 
grounds—good; swept each day. Drainage—good. Police of bos- 
pital—good. Attendance of sick—all that is necessary. Hospital 
diet—good; kind and quality given to meet the wants of prisoners. 
General health of prisoners—good. Vigilance of guard—thorough. 

Remarks and suggestions.—lt will be seen that the health of the 
prisoners is improving, notwithstanding the prostrate condition of 
those received from Hood’s command. The following will show the 
changes to include the 1st and 14th of January, 1865: 


Whole number of prisoners, January4y 1865-2. 0 oe seeea eee eee eee ee 11,699 
Whole number of dleaths, January 1 and 14 .......... 22-22. ..-....----- 125 
Whole number released, January 1 and 14 ....................--.-e--- 34 
Total decrease So Deas Ie. SO oS ono oe balecewaemas se 159 
Total present... ..... « Seciodael. -titeemiee eens seen Coens Phone, thie eee 11,540 


There have been but twelve new cases of smallpox within the last 
two weeks and but four cases of varioloid. There have been but twelve 
deaths by smallpox within the last two weeks, showing a great decrease 
of smallpox since December. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
, WELLS SPONABLE, 
Captain, Fifteenth Regt. Vet. Reserve Corps, and Insp. Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPOT PRISONERS OF WAR, 
Elmira, N. Y., January 15, 1865, 
Brig. Gen. H. W. WESSELLS, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to return herewith communication from 
P. E. O’Comnor, Tenth Veteran Reserve Corps,* inclosing extract from 


' *See O'Connor to Blagden, January 10, p. 52. 
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letter of John Brusnan, prisoner of war, forwarded from your office 
for our information January 11. It is almost unnecessary for me to 
say that the statements made by the prisoner Brusnan are outra- 
geously false. The daily ration for each prisoner is uniformly as follows: 
For breakfast, eight ounces bread, eight ounces meat; for dinner, eight 
ounces bread, one pint and a half soup of excellent quality, made from 
the meat, potatoes, onions, and beans. Extra-duty men receive per 
day eighteen ounces bread, sixteen ounces meat, and two pints soup. 
Three meals, and coffee with each. The total number of deaths among 
prisoners of war at this station to December 31, 1864, was 1,264. The 
average number of deaths daily for the sixteen days ending December 
31 was seven. As regards letters from prisoners of war being secreted 
out of camp, I have the honor to state that about January 1 we dis- 
covered that letters were mailed which did not pass through the hands 
of the examiner. \Ve have intercepted some hundred of such letters 
and discovered the parties engaged in the business. One commis- 
sioned officer, one acting assistant surgeon, and two enlisted men have 
been arrested and charges preferred against them. We have adopted 
such measures for the future for the detection of parties attempting to 
secrete letters out of camp that it will be very difficult, if not impossi- 
ble, for them to escape discovery. I would respectfully request that 
the application of the prisoner John Brusnan to take the oath of 
allegiance to the United States be recalled and he be held for 
exchange in case of opportunity. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. F. TRACY, 
Col. 127th U. S. Colored Troops, Comdg. Depot Prisoners of War. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE GULF, 
Mobile, Ala., January 15, 1865. 
General S., CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.: 

GENERAL: Please inform the Secretary of War that the cotton for 
purchase of supplies for our prisoners was delivered to an officer 
appointed by General Granger to receive it on the 13th instant. The 
lightest draft boat in this harbor capable of taking out the cotton was 
selected. Her draft when loaded was about four feet. There is only 
one point at which such a boat can pass in or out, and then only when 
the tide is high. After this boat was loaded no tide came up sufficient 
to take her out. The cotton was then transferred to flats, and the boat 
thereby enabled to pass out. Before she could be reloaded a violent 
storm came up and caused one of the flats with the cotton on it to 
break adrift. Two days’ delay occurred from this cause. Every effort 
and means have been exerted to insure prompt execution of the 
instructions relative to this business, and no delay has occurred which 
it has been in my power to prevent. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DABNEY H. MAURY, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


{First indorsement. ] 


ADTUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFIOE, 
February 2, 1865. 


Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. 
ay, 3 BH. i, CLAY, 


Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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(Second indorsement. ) 
FEBRUARY 4, 1865. 
Colonel Bayne, for information. 
J. A.S., 
Secretary. 


(Third indorsement. ] 
FEBRUARY 6, 1865. 


Respectfully returned to the Honorable Secretary of War. 
The within information has been communicated to Col. Robert Ould, 


ageut of exchange. 
THOS. L. BAYNE, 
Lneutenant- Colonel. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, January 16, 1865. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 

S1r: The following-named persons, belonging to the naval service, 
who were concerned in the destruction of the rebel ram Albemarle at 
Plymouth on the night of the 27th of October last, were captured and 
are still in the hands of the insurgents: Actg. Masters’ Mates W. L. 
Howorth and Thomas 8S. Gay; Actg. Third Asst. Engineer C. L. Steever; 
Actg. Asst. Paymaster F. H. Swann; Actg. Third Asst. Engineer 
William Stotesbury; R. H. King, Wilkes, Demming, landsmen; Ber- 
nard Harley, William Smith, ordinary seamen, and Richard Hamilton, 
coal heaver. I have the honor to request that their names may be pre- 
sented to tlie commissioner in order that they may receive the benefits 
of exchange. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
{Indorsement. ] 
JANUARY 17, 1865, 

Respectfully referred to the Commissary-General of Prisoners, who 
is requested to make a note of the contents, including the names, in 
order that when an exchange shall be authorized these men may by no 
re le be overlooked. The undersigned requests the return of this 
etter. 

KE. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General of Volunteers. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., January 16, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, City Point: 

The transport for the cotton reached Mobile Bay on the 16th of 
December, and General Granger immediately notified General Maury 
that he was ready to receive it. Colonel Sawtelle, who reached New 
Orleans January 4, says that the vessel was still waiting when he left 
Mobile, but no reply had been received from General Maury. General 
von Says that the delay is entirely due to the rebel authorities in 

obile. 

HB. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 
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: WASHINGTON, D. C., January 16, 1865. 
Major-General CansBy, New Orleans: 


M r. Ould re ports to General Grant that the cotton was ready on board 
the lighter at Mobile cn the 23d of December waiting for our transport; 
that our authorities had been so notified, but no answer had been 
returned. General Grant wishes that matter to be inquired into, and 
jase there should be no neglect on our part to receive and transmit the 
cotton. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


48 BLEECKER STREET, NEW YorK, N. Y., 
January 16, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, Chief of Staff, Washington, D. (.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose a letter addressed to Col. 
Robert Ould, Richmond, by General Beall, who went to Fort Latayette 
on the 6th instant.* 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HALBERT B&. PAINE, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., January 16, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. WESSELLS, 
Commissary- General of Prisoners: 

Srr: You will immediately take proper measures for sending to Fort 
Monroe (and send them to Lieutenant-Colonel Mulford) all such persons 
as are described in the annexed copy of a letter from General Grant of 
the 13th instant, addressed to Colonel Mulford,t in order to their being 
exchanged without delay. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HE. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General of Volunteers and Commissioner of Exchange. 


OFFICE Asst. AGENT FOR EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., January 16, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. WESSELLS, 
Insp. and Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. C.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that I have entered into 
an agreement with the Confederate authorities for a quarterly return 
of the names of all prisoners of war who may hereafter die at the 
various prison posts North and South, the conditions being to make 
quarterly returns of the names of all prisoners who may die within our 
respective lines. 
This is a matter of deep interest to us as a record, and of great 
importance to the friends of our deceased soldiers, and I am confident 
it will be observed and carried out on the part of the enemy in good 


* See Beall to Ould, January 5, and indorsement thereon, p. 27. 
tSee p. 63. 
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faith. I therefore respectfully request that you will issue such orders 
as will secure a prompt return through your office to me of the deaths 
occurring at the different prisons within our lines, commencing with 
the quarter ending on the 31st day of December, 1864. 

I will promptly transmit to your office the reports made by the 
Confederate authorities. Soliciting a reply, 

1 am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. BE. MULFORD, 
Lieut. Col. and U. 8. Asst. Agent for Hachange of Prisoners. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, | OFFICE CoM. GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
No. 12. ) Washington, D. C., January 16, 1865. 


* * * * * * * 


X. In pursuance of instructions received at this office all prisoners 
of war held by the U.S. authorities in close confinement or in irons 
for prisoners held in like manner by the rebel authorities will be imme- 
diately released from the same and forwarded under proper guard to 
Fort Monroe, Va., and turned over to Lieutenant-Colonel Multord, 
assistant agent for exchange. The commandants of the several prison 
stations are respectively charged with the execution of the order, in so 
far as it relates to prisoners of the class mentioned under their respec- 
tive charge, and are requested to make prompt report to this office of 
the prisoners so disposed of. 

By order of Brig. Gen. H. W. Wessells, Inspector and Commissary- 
General of Prisoners: 

W. T. HARTZ, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS FoRT DELAWARE, DEL., 
January 16, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. A. SCHOEPF, Commanding Post: 

Srp: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of the 
condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
January 14, 1865: 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—proper attention paid to. Clothing— 
good with a few exceptions. Bedding—bunk and blanket. State of 
quarters—clean and comfortable. State of mess houses—in an excel- 
lent condition. State of kitchen—clean and well conducted. Food, 
quality of—very good. Tood, quantity of—sufficient. Water—good’ 
and sufficient. Sinks—are kept clean. Police of grounds—well con- 
ducted. Drainage—very good. Police of hospital—well conducted. 
Attendance of sick—receive excellent care and attention. Hospital 
diet—very good and sufficient. General health of prisoners—about 64 
per hk are sick, ten deaths during the week. Vigilance of guard— 
good. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
, : GEO. W. AHL, 
Captain, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General and Insp. Officer. 
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HEADQUARTERS WES?’s BUILDINGS HOSPITAL, 
Baltimore, Ma., January 16, 1865. 
Surg. A. CHAPEL, U. S. Volunteers, Commanding Hospital : 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
January 14, 1865: 

_Conduct—good. Cleanliness—good. Clothing—sufficient. Bed- 
ding—good. State of quarters—good. State of mess-houses—good. 
State of kitehen—good. Food, quality of—excellent. Food, quantity 
of—sufficient. Water—good. Sinks—good. Police of grounds—good. 
Drainage—good. Police of hospital—good. Attendance of sick— 
excellent. Hospital diet—good. General health of prisoners—good 
as could be expected from the nature of their wounds and diseases. 
Vigilance of guard—good. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HORATIO ROBERTS, 
Second Lieut., Veteran Reserve Corps, and Inspecting Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY PRISON, 
Wheeling, W. Va., January 16, 1865, 
Col. JAMES WASHBURN, Military Commander of Wheeling: 

Siz: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
January 15, 1865: 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—good. Clothing—good. Bedding— 
good. State of quarters—fine. State of mess-houses—good. State 
of kitchen—clean and in good order. Food, quality ot—first rate. 
Food, quantity of—sutficient. Water—good. Sinks—good and clean. 
Police of grounds—good. Drainage—good. Police of hospital—very 
good. Attendance of sick—very good. Hospital diet—in conformity 
to surgeon’s instructions. General health of prisoners—very good. 
Vigilance of guard—good. 

Remarks and suggestions.—I would most respectfully represent to 
your consideration the want of fresh air in all the prison rooms of this 
building. To my knowledge there are no means provided for to pro- 
cure this indispensable and valuable gift of God, the windows being all 
barred and therefore cannot be opened. There being no other means 
of ventilation connected with the prison, the air necessarily at times 
becomes so heavy and corrupt that the occasional sickness of the 
prisoners confined cannot but be attributed to this grievous want of 
fresh air. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servaut, 
EDWIN FREY, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Prison, and Inspecting Officer. 


[First indorsement. ] 


Respectfully referred to the Commissary-General of Prisoners. 
JAMES WASHBURN, 
Colonel 116th Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Commanding Post. 
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{Second indorsement. } 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. O., January 20, 1865. 
Respectfully returned to Col. J. Washburn, commanding Wheel- 
ing, W. Va., for report of the steps taken to obviate the defects in 
ventilation. ; 
By order of Brig. Gen. H. W. Wessells, Inspector and Commissary- 
-General of Prisoners: , 
W. T. HARTZ, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[Third indorsement. ] 
HEADQUARTERS MILITARY COMMANDER, 
Wheeling, W. Va., January 23, 1865. 


Respectfully returned, stating that the defect in ventilation has been 
obviated by opening the upper sash of the windows. 
JAMES WASHBURN, 
Colonel 116th Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Military Commander. 


OFFICE PROVOST-MARSHAL OF PRISONERS, 
_ Rock Island Barracks, Ill., January 16, 1865. 
Col. A. J. JOHNSON, Commanding Post: 


Srr: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week end- 
ing January 16, 1865: 

Conduct—very good. Cleanliness—good. Clothing—good. Bed- 
ding—none. State of quarters—very good. State of mess-houses—no 
mess-houses. State of kitchen—very good. Food, quality of—good. 
Food, quantity of—as per circular from Commissary-General of Pris- 
oners. _Water—good. Sinks—not good. Police of grounds—very 
good. Drainage—good. Police of hospital—very good. Attendance 
of sick—very good. Hospital diet—very good. General health of 
prisoners—good. Vigilance of guard—good. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. P. CARAHER, 
Ineutenant-Colonel Fourth Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps 
and Provost-Marshal of Prisoners, Inspecting Officer. 


[Indorsement. ] 


The weather still remains calm and pleasant. Two hundred and 
eighty-one prisoners leave this day for exchange via Cairo. Very few 
(twenty-three) accepted the privilege of taking the oath, nearly all 
alleging that as soon as they were exchanged they would desert and 
go home. The within report is concurred in. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissary-General of Prisoners. 

A. J. JOHNSON, 
Colonel Fourth Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps, Comag. Post. 


U.S. TRANSPORT ATLANTA, 
Mobile Bay, January 16, 1865. 
|Maj. JAMES E. MonrGomsERyY:] ) 
MaAgor: [respectfully report that in checking off the cotton from the 
rebel steamer Waverly we found it to contain only 997 bales, and it was 
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in very bad condition. [ of course only signed bills of lading for the 
amount received and its condition. I inclose herewith a copy of my 
communication to General Maury in forwarding the bills of lading.* I 
forward by the schooner Highlander to Captain Perkins, assistant quar- 
termaster, New Orleans, for transportation to me at New York, 170 bales 
(under the statement I sent you yesterday), and shall sail on the Atlanta 
for New York to day with 827 bales. 

I have written Colonel Holabird and Captain Perkins at New Orleans 
definitely all the circumstances, requesting to have the cotton on the 
schooner forwarded to me at New York by first transportation. I 
stated to Colonel Holabird that you would probably write him in rela- 
tion to the matter. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FRANK G. NOYES, 
Captain and Commissary of Subsistence. 


RICHMOND, January 16, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN H. WINDER, Columbia, 8. C.: 


Has the construction of the military prison at Columbia been aban- 
doned, and is not a new one being built? Answer fully. 
8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


RICHMOND, VA., January 17, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT: 

Srr: Brigadier-General Vance, or any other officer whom General 
Beall may select as his assistant, will be acceptable to the Confederate 
authorities. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


NAvY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. 0., January 17, 1865. 
[Maj. H. A. ALLEN, Fort Warren, Mass. :] 

Sir: You will please discharge from Fort Warren the officers and 
seamen that were captured in the insurgent steamer Florida on the 
expressed condition that they leave the United States within ten days 
after their liberation. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


NEw YORK, January 17, 1865. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON: 

The court ordered for the trial of Captain Beall, of the rebel service, 
as a spy met at Fort Lafayette this morning. Will commence their 
proceedings on Friday, two days having been given to him for prepara- 
tion. He asks that Roger A. Pryor, a fellow-prisoner, may be allowed 


*Not found. 
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to act as his counsel. I think that it would be best on every account 
that his request should be granted; but as Pryor is a prisoner of war 
your permission seems to me necessary to warrant his appearance 
before the court in that capacity. If the permission is not given he 
will probably ask the court to allow him to employ leading counsel from 
this city. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Hpars. MILITARY DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI, 
New Orleans, La., January 17, 1865, 
Maj. Gen. E. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Commissioner for Exchange of Prisoners, Washington, D. C.: 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi- 
cation of the 3d instant, and of the letter of the Secretary of the Navy, 
referred on the 4th instant, in relation to the exchange of naval prison- 
ers now held by the rebels in Texas. The authority given to exchange 
Admiral Buchanan removes the last difficulty in securing the exchange 
of these prisoners. I will at once communicate with General E. K. 
Smith, and hope soon to be able to report that they have been 
exchanged. 

As the balance of prisoners of war in this command is now consider- 
ably in our favor, I should be gratified to receive authority to continue 
the exchange. The reasons that induced General Grant to interdict it 
do not obtain with our prisoners west of the Mississippi. We shall 
gain more by the return of our men than the rebels will by their. 
equivalents. 

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
ED. R. 8S. CANBY, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[First indorsement. } 


JANUARY 30, 1865. 


Respectfully transmitted to the Secretary of War, with a recom- 
mendation that General Canby’s suggestions be approved. 


K. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General of Volunteers. 


[Second indorsement. } 


JANUARY 31, 1865. 


EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


Approved. 


Hpars. MiniraRy Division or Wrst MIssIssIpPt, 
New Orleans, January 17, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. D. ULLMANN, 
Commanding U. 8. Forces, Morganza, La. : 


By direction of the major-general commanding you will please dis- 
patch a flag of truce to the nearest outpost of the enemy toward 
Simsport bearing a certified copy of the following communication, 
addressed and to be forwarded by courier to Maj. Ig. Szymanski, 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION AND CONFEDERATE. 85 


assistant agent of exchange, care of Major-General Buckner, Alexan- 
dria, La.: 


: NEw OrvEans, La., January 17, 1865. 
Maj. IG. SZYMANSKI, Assisiant Agent of Exchange, §c.: 


Masor: I have this morning received dispatches from Washington which inform 
me that all the prisoners of war of the Helena capture, of tho Fort Butler capture, 
and of General Steele’s capture were on the 30th ultimo ordered to be sent from the 
Northern stations where confined to this city for exchange under our cartel of J uly 
28. They are, I presume, now enroute for New Orleans and may be expected here 
within one week. 

Iam also enabled to inform you that Admiral Buchanan will be included in the 
exchange of naval prisoners, and will be delivered with his comrades captured in 
potule Bay immediately after the reception by me of the naval prisoners from Camp 

ord. 

Please to inform me when you can have the prisoners in exchange for the above at 
Red River Landing. 

Iam, major, very respectfully, &c., 
CHAS. C. DWIGHT, 
Colonel and Agent for Exchange. 


You will please forward the copy of this communication, stating that 
it was received by telegraph. 
I am, general, Cc. C. DWIGHT, 
Colonel and Agent for Exchange, &e. 


OFFICE Com. GEN. PRISONERS WEST OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
January 17, 1865. 
Col. J. H. BAKER, Provost-Marshal-General, Saint Louis, Mo.: 
COLONEL: The recommendations in favor of transferring the military 
prisons in Saint Louis to the Palm Foundry, received from the provost- 
marshal general, have been submitted to Major.General Halleck, chief 
of staff, and have not been approved by him. I think it very doubtful 
whether any change will be authorized unless it is clearly shown that 
the buildings which have been occupied up to this time are no longer 
tenable. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Com. Gen. Prisoners West of the Miss. 


STATE OF Nor?tH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Raleigh, January 17, 1865, 


Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, Secretary of War: 

DEAR Sir: The General Assembly of this State has authorized me 
to purchase $200,000 worth of cotton or tobacco and to make all pos- 
sible efforts to ship the same in connection with the shipments of the 
Confederate Government for the relief of prisoners of war. This fund 
is intended to be additional to that which has been provided by the 
Confederate Government. In view of the great suffering and wants of 
our brave and noble soldiers now confined in Northern prisons, I am 
exceedingly anxious to effect the wishes of the General Assembly, and 
most respectfully request your co-operation. 


With much respect, your obedient servant, 
Z. B. VANOE. 
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COLUMBIA, January 17, 1865. 
General S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.: 

The original location for prison, five miles below Columbia, has been 
abandoned by order of the President. Another locality, fourteen miles 
above Columbia, on the Charlotte railroad, has been selected and a 
considerable quantity of timber has been gotten out, and we shall con- 
tinue the construction unless you think it unsafe. We have been 
delayed, waiting for the opinion of the district attorney as to the title 
to the land and the want of the purchase money, and now we are 
delayed, as the time of the last year’s labor has expired and that for 
this year we have not been enabled yet to procure. Ask the Quarter- 
master-General to send the purchase money at once. He has been 
telegraphed to. 

JOHN H. WINDER, 


Brigadier- General. 
{Indorsement. ] 


Respectfully submitted to His Excellency the President. 
JOHN W. RIELY, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


(Copies to the Honorable Secretary of War and Quartermaster- 
General.) 


GENERAL ORDERS, }) WAR DEPT., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 6 Washington, January 18, 1865. 
A proposal having been made by Robert Ould on the 22d of August 
last to ‘“‘let all prisoners of war on each side be released from confine- 
ment (close) or in irons, as the case may be, and either placed in the 
condition of other prisoners or sent to their respective homes for their 
equivalents,” which proposal was duly approved by the Secretary of 
War, it is hereby ordered that all Confederate prisoners of war that 
come within the terms of said accepted proposal be released and sent 
to Fort Monroe, there to be detained, subject to the orders of Lieut. 
Col. John E. Mulford, agent for the exchange of prisoners, to enable 
him to carry the proposal into effect. In executing this order the 
expression ‘confinement (close)” will be construed as meaning pris- 
oners confined in cells. 
By order of the Secretary of War: 
W. A. NICHOLS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


RICHMOND, January 18, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. Joan E. MULFORD, Assistant Agent of Eachange: 

Sir: The Confederate authorities have been informed that the Hon. 
C. C. Clay, sr., and another prominent gentleman of Huntsville, Ala., 
have been arrested and taken to Nashville, where they are held as 
hostages for the safety of Judge Humphreys, formerly of the Confed- 
erate Army, and more lately a citizen of Madison County, Ala. Judge 
Humphreys was arrested by General Roddey, as I have been informed, 
for disloyalty. When that fact was made known to the Confederate 
authorities his release was ordered. It is not known whether he has 
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been detained at all; but be that as it may, there is no purpose to hold 
him in custody. Major-General Withers reports that he is not in his 
custody. I hope, therefore, that orders will immediately issue for the 
release of Mr. Clay and his companion. If J udge Humphreys is not 
now at liberty, he will be released as soon as directions to that effect 
can be given to the proper authority. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Pxuchange. 


t RICHMOND, January 18, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. Joon E, MULFORD, 
Assistant Agent of Exchange: 


Sir: As we have agreed to relieve from close confinement or irons, 
as the case may be, and deliver all prisoners heretofore or now so held 
on either side, I beg leave to call your attention to the cases which have 
been brought to the notice of the Confederate authorities. 

Your letter of the 10th of September last gave only a very partial 
list of the Confederate soldiers who were so held. In addition to those 
named therein are the following, viz: 

Private George P. Simms, Private W. 8. Burgess, Private John Marr, 
Private Thomas M. Campbell, Capt. D. G. Douglas, Captain Davis, 
Captain Smith, Captain Miller, and Lieut. A. C. Smith, Nineteenth 
Tennessee, at Johnson’s Island; Capt. James P. Brown, Tennessee 
eavalry; First Lieut. R. J. Brailsford, First Texas Legion; First Lieut. 
lh. H. C. Bailey, Foster’s cavalry, and First Lieut. A. W. Dozier, Sixth 
South Carolina Cavalry, at Fort Delaware. 

The last four named officers were reported to me by General Butler 
on the 18th of July last as being ‘‘in cells.” 

Major Mills and Lieutenant Davis, at Fort Delaware; Private Philip 
Trammell, Private John H. Barnes, Private J. R. H. Kmbert, Private 
Braxton Lyon, Private Samuel B. Hearn, Private Samuel Cooper, Pri- 
vate ©. McDonnell, and Private Ro. Harrover, Albany penitentiary; 
Private Jacob 8. Dyer, Private Daniel H. Wherret, Second Kentucky 
Cavalry; Private Albert W. Cushman, Col. John H. Winston, and 
Capt. Joseph Melton, Alton penitentiary; Capt. Frank B. Gurley, Lieu- 
tenant Mosely, and Lieutenant Bridges, Nashville; Captain Compton, 
Fort McHenry; Private John R. Guthwright, Fourth Kentucky Cav- 
alry, Cincinnati; Surg. D. D. Carter, Fort Lafayette; Captain Glover 
and three privates, Chattanooga; Lieut. John H. Yerby, Lieutenant 
Casteel, Lieutenant Thomas, Private Thomas [A.] Quarles, Private 
Thomas Stoneham, and Private John [G.] Smith, Helena jail; Capt. J. B. 
Castleman, Camp Morton; Capt. Gustave A. Huwald and Captain 
Reynolds, Sixty-fourth North Carolina (in iron cage), Knoxville; Lieut. 
C. D. Burbridge, Gratiot Street Prison, Saint Louis; Private A. A. 
Williams, Maryland cavalry, and Private Hiram P. Richardson, Mary- 
land cavalry, Fort Warren; Corpl. F. M. Armstrong, Sixteenth Mis- 
souri, Saint Louis; Lieutenant Gandy and Private George Dusky, 
Wheeling; Col. J. D. Morris and Maj. T. Steele, Lexington. ; 

All of the above-named parties are either in close confinement or in 
irons. It may be that some of them are not now at the place indicated. 
You may, however, rest assured that they have been there at some time, 
and if transferred you can readily find out where they are. I am quite 
confident you will find quite a number in irons or close confinement at 
Alton, at Saint Louis, and in Tennessee and Kentucky. 
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JT also understand there are 100 of Col. Adam R. Johnson’s men and 
some 25 of Morgan’s, embracing three or four officers who are now held, 
at Louisville not as prisoners of war. ‘ 

Let me again earnestly commend this whole subject to your attention. 
If we can succeed in relieving all prisoners of war, on both sides, from a 
cruel confinement, we will have accomplished a good deal in the cause 
of humanity. I am ready to deliver all whom we have in close confine 
ment or in irons at any moment. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


MORGANZA, January 18, 1865. 
Col. CHARLES C. DWIGHT: 


After an unsuccessful attempt on the Simsport road I succeeded this” 
afternoon in having your dispatch to Major Szymanski delivered on 
the Fordoche road to Bart Johnson, Captain Third Arkansas, C. 8. 
Army. 

i DANL. ULLMANN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


J. M. Aiken, Forty-third Tennessee Cavalry, application to be 

exchanged. 
{Indorsement. } 
JANUARY 18, 1865, 

Returned to Adjutant and Inspector General. 

This class of cases depends upon the same principles that govern the 
others. The Federal theory, based upon their General Orders, No. 207, 
1863, is that prisoners are to be kept in possession and delivered by flag 
of truce at some point previously agreed upon by competent contract- 
ing parties. If through choice or necessity paroled parties are released 
in any other way, the parole is made nulland void. Theparole exacted 
by General Stoneman has been declared by the general orders of his 
Government illegal and void. We have been compelled to adopt this 
rule, though denouncing its propriety in the first instance. The alter- 
native of sending a l‘ederal officer in no respects alters the case. 
These parties are free in honor and conscience to return to duty imme- 
diately. They are safe even according to Federal standards. They 
need not fear their safety in the event of capture. 

[RO. OULD.] 


Rdward A. Pollard, asking that Richardson, correspondent of 
Tribune, be given in exchange for him. 


{Indorsement.] 


JANUARY 18, 1865. 
Returned to Mr. Pollard. 

Iam compelled by a sense of duty to decline the proposed exchange. 
[have already refused to exchange Richardson for a half dozen differ- 
ent-named parties. It would be unjust to them if a proposal heretofore 
declined were accepted now. We have all along held that the arrest 
and detention of non-combatants should be determined by rule, and 
that the principle of exchange, man for man, should not be applied to 
them. And further, whenever the fortunes of war threw a prominent 
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Yankee in our hands, we should hold him for the purpose of forcing 
the U.S. authorities into some just rule as to the treatment of: non- 
combatants. 

[RO. OULD.] 


City POINT, VA., January 19, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. J. E. MuLForD, Assistant Agent of Exchange: 

The Right Rey. Alfred Lee, D. D., of Delaware; Rev. Bishop E. S. 
Janes, D. D., of New York, and H. G. Jones, esq., of Philadelphia, 
are appointed by the U.S. Christian Commission to visit our-prisoners 
held by the C. S. authorities. If these gentlemen are permitted to 
pass through the lines south on their mission, a like number of gentle- 
men from the Confederate States will. be allowed the privilege of visit- 
ing their prisoners in the North. The letter herewith addressed to 
Judge Ould contains an application for the necessary authority for 
them to proceed on their mission. You will therefore please torward 
it at the earliest possible moment, and should the authority asked for 
be granted, afford these gentlemen every means in your power to 
facilitate their getting through. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant: 

JNO. A. RAWLINS, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 


[Inclosure. ] 


HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES, 
January 19, 1865. 
Col. R. OULD, Agent of Exchange: 

Srr: Inclosed I send you the names of a number of gentlemen who 
have been selected by the U.S. Christian Commission to go South for 
the purpose of visiting such prisons as they may be allowed to visit 
containing Federal prisoners of war, and to see, for the body of which 
they are members and for the public generally, their condition and cir- 
cumstances. Three of these gentlemen are now here awaiting your 
action. I will state that auy privilege you will grant in this matter will 
be extended to an equal number of gentlemen sent from the South for 
similiar purposes. Should this favor be granted it will probably serve 
to satisfy the friends of prisoners, both North and South, of the exag- 
geration of the reports of suffering so rife in both sections. 

I would respectfully ask a reply to this at your earliest convenience. 


Very respectfull ours 
mines nrseapio U. 8S. GRANT, 


LTieutenant- General. 


OFFICE COMMISSIONER OF EXCHANGE, 
January 19, 1865. 
The Honorable SECRETARY OF WAR: 

In obedience to the telegram I have the honor to transmit herewith 
copies of all the correspondence that remains in the office-of the Com- 
missioner of Exchange of Prisoners relating to that subject.* : 

Action having been taken thereon by the Secretary of the Navy, by 
the Lieutenant-General, by General Hitchcock, and by Colonel Hoffman, 


*The inclosures are embraced in list following Townsend to Stanton, January 21, 
p. 98 
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thereiscorrespondence necessary to give a complete history of the matter 
of exchange of prisoners since I have had the honor to be commissioner 
of exchange. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General and Commissioner of Hachange. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., January 19, 1865. 
Col. B. F. TRACY, 
Commanding Depot Prisoners of War, Elmira, N. Y.: 


CoLoNEL: Your letter of the 5th instant, requesting that the balance 
of the requisition for clothing made by you on the Ist ultimo may be 
forwarded to Elmira, has been received. The requisitions were held 
awaiting your reply to letter of the 12th ultimo from this office, which 
explained the necessity of strict economy in the issue of clothing to 
rebel prisoners at the present time, and requested that you would report 
your views on the necessity of such issue at Elmira, N. Y. No reply to 
this letter has been received, and the requisitions are still in this office. 
The clothing received by you was sent to Elmira by mistake, and was 
no part of that required for by you. It was reported as issued before 
the error was discovered. As the cotton from the South referred to in 
my letter of the 12th ultimo is daily expected, you will please make 
immediate requisition for such clothing as may be absolutely necessary 
within the next three or four weeks, after which time it is hoped cloth- 
ing from the rebel authorities may be ready for issue. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. WESSELLS, 
Brig. Gen., U. 8. Vols., Inspector and Com. Gen. of Prisoners. 


WASHINGTON, D. ©., January 19, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. WESSELLS, 


Commissary- General of Prisoners : 

Siz: You will please include Capt. William 8, Waller and Capt. Shultz 
Leach, both prisoners of war at Johnson’s Island, among the officers to 
be exchanged under the arrangement for the relief of officers in close 
confinement or in irons, aud send them to Fort Monroe, to be disposed 
of by Lieutenant-Colonel Mulford under that arrangement, sending 
Colonel Mulford a copy of this order as instructions to him. These 
officers have not been in irons nor in cell confinement, though supposed 
to have been by the Southern authorities. They are, however, sent for 
exchange in order to remove every possible objection which might be 
raised against the execution of the arrangement referred to. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BK. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Maj. Gen. of Vols. and Commissioner for Exchange of Prisoners. 


HEADQUARTERS Fort LAFAYETTE, 


New York Harbor, January 19, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. WESSELLS, ? y 19, 1569 


Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. C.: 
Srz: In compliance with Special Orders, No. 12, from your headquar- 
ters, I have the honor to report that there are no prisoners at this post 
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of the class mentioned in said order. There is a prisoner in irons here, 
a citizen, supposed to be a Saint Albans raider, and undergoing trial 
at this time, but does not come under your order. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
j MARTIN BURKE, 
Lieutenant-Oolonel, U. 8. Army, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS FORT WARREN, 
Boston Harbor, January 19, 1865. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 
_ Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O.: 

Str: The officers and seamen of the steamer Florida are willing to 
give their parole to leave the United States within ten days after lib- 
eration, but they have not sufficient money to do so. They wish to be 
put on board of a steamer for Europe, but do not wish to be landed in 
Boston for fear of a mob. There are fifty in all. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. A. ALLEN, 
Major, Second U. 8. Artillery, Commanding Post. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington Oity, January 19, 1865. 
Major-General Dix, New York: 
Under no circumstances can prisoners of war be allowed to act as 
counsel for a person accused of being a spy. 
C. A. DANA, 


Assistant Secretary of War. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPT., 
EXCHANGE BUREAU, 
Richmond, Va., January 19, 1865. 


GENTLEMEN: In response to the inclosed resolution of inquiry of the 
Legislature of Virginia* in relation to the transmission of supplies to 
Confederate prisoners in the North I have the honor to submit the fol- 
lowing report: 

At the outset I would respectfully request your attention to the 
inclosed correspondence between the Hon. Robert Ould, agent of 
exchange on the part of the Confederate States, and Lieut. Gen. U.S. 
Grant, commanding Armies of the United States,t for full information 
as to the agreement made between the two Governments for furnishing 
supplies to prisoners both on public account and by private contribution. 
It has been agreed that all private contributions shall be received at 
designated points and delivered free of cost by the party holding the 
prisoners for whom the supplies are intended. Prior to the Ist of 
November, 1864, and previous to the completion of the present extensive 
arrangements, we were enabled by the comparative regularity of the 
flag-of-truce boats to forward these individual contributions with but 
little delay. During the months of November and December we were 
engaged in the reception and delivery of prisoners at Savannah and 


*Not found. ; a 
tSee Ould to Grant, October 30, 1864, Vol. VII, this series, p. 1063, and resulting 


correspondence. 
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Charleston, and we had no communication by flag of truce at the James 
River throughout the whole of that time. To have sent such a large 
number of packages as had collected here to Savannah or Charleston 
for shipment would, under the existing difficulties of transportation, 
have been simply a matter of impossibility. It will be seen, therefore, 
that as we have no control over the movements of the flag-of-truce boat, 
the present vast accumulation of freight at this point is due to circum- 
stances altogether unavoidable. That you may form some idea of the 
difficulties in the way of forwarding this freight with the desired 
promptitude, I deem it proper to state that owing to the obstruction of 
the river for military purposes we have to put oft all packages at Boul- 
ware’s Wharf, about two miles below Chaffin’s Bluff, from which point 
they have to be transported in wagons to Varina, a distance of four 
miles, and placed on board the Federal flag-of-truce boat. 

At our interview with Lieutenant-Colonel Mulford, the Federal assist- 
ant agent of exchange, on the 10th instant, which is the first we have 
had since the completion of our operations in the south, we endeavored to 
make arrangements for the delivery and reception of all the freight on 
hand, but owing to the excessive rains about that time both the river. 
and roads were in such a condition as to render either its delivery or 
reception utterly impracticable. 

We are daily expecting the arrival of Lieutenant-Colonel Mulford at 
Boulware’s Wharf, and he has agreed to remain there until all the sup- 
plies for our prisoners are delivered to him. 

We cannot suggest any remedy for the difficulties of transportation, 
as it is impossible, in the obstructed condition of the river, to lessen 
the distance between the places of anchorage of the respective truce 
boats, nor can we at this time suggest any other point where the same 
difficulties will not have to be overcome. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. H. HATCH, 
Assistant Agent of Puchange. 


[Indorsement.]} 


This report was made by Captain Hatch, my assistant, who had 
special charge of the subject matter. I, however, know the facts 
therein stated to be correct. 

RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


RICHMOND, January 19, 1865. 
J.J. ABBOTT, fend 


Agent U.S. Christian Commission, Washington, D. O.: 

Srz: Your letter of October 28th last only reached me today. You 
can make the inquiries indicated, and any information in possession of 
the Confederate authorities will be cheerfully communicated. I have 
already entered into an agreement with the Federal authorities to fur- 
nish and receive quarterly returns of deaths of prisoners. A copy of 
such returns would give you tolerably full information. I take it for 
granted the U.S. agent will furnish you such a copy. Any inquiry out- 
side of such returns will receive respectful attention. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Hauchange. 
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RICHMOND, January 19, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. Joun E. MULFORD, Assistant Agent of Exchange: 


_ SIR: Quite a number of privates belonging to Mosby’s command are 
in Fort Warren. Among them are Privates Fitzhugh, Gunnell, Gough, 
Jarboe, Spencer, Tolson, Woodhouse, Ward, Lambert, Maddox, Pom- 
eroy, Cottman, Crowely, Davis, and Sergeant Rowzee. I beg leave to 
inquire whether they are considered as prisoners of war; and if not, 
why? They are all regularly enlisted soldiers in the Confederate 
service—as much so as any in the field. I understand that some of the 
party were put upon the list of those to be delivered by the surgeons, 
but that the Federal authorities refused to send them. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


On BOARD FLAG-OF-TRUCE STEAMER, 
Mouth of Red River, January 19, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. S. B. BUCKNER, 
Commanding District of Louisiana : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that I have at this point 
for exchange 168 officers, prisoners of war, of the C. S. forces of the 
Trans- Mississippi Department, who are embraced in the cartel between 
Major Szymanski and myself, of July 28, 1864. I desire to deliver 
them on parole to await the delivery of their equivalent. 

A dispatch addressed to Major Szymanski, in your care, intended to 
notify him of the arrival of these prisoners, was sent from Morganza 
this morning in the hope of reaching him before he should leave Alex- 
apdria. Fearing that he may have left Alexandria before that dispatch 
may have reached him, and that it may have been forwarded without 
its contents being known to you, I send this to request that if Major 
Szymanski has left Alexandria you will send a boat to the mouth of 
Red River upon the receipt of this, with some officer who may be author- 
ized to receive and receipt for these prisoners. They are of the Helena 
and other captures in Arkansas, and of that at Donaldsonville, La. The 
comfort of the prisoners depends very much upon their prompt recep- 
tion by you. 

I have also to request that if Major Szymanski shall have left Alex- 
andria before the receipt of this you will notify him of the delivery of 
these prisoners with as little delay as possible. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
CHAS. C. DWIGHT, 
Comr. and Agent of Exchange, Mil, Div. of West Mississippi. 


RICHMOND, January 19, 1865. 
Honorable SECRETARY OF WAR: 

DEAR SiR: Allow me most respectfully to call your attention to an 
evil which demands immediate remedy. On yesterday I visited that 
part of Castle Thunder occupied by the Yankee deserters. This gave 
me an opportunity of knowing something of their situation. Permit 
me to say it is one of very great discomfort—so much so that if the 
weather should become colder or the present cold continue, some of 
them must freeze, to say nothing of other discomforts. I am the post 
chaplain at Camp Lee. 


Y respectfull 
ours, very resp v HENRY BROWN. 
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[First indorsement. ] 


JANUARY 20, 1865. 


Respectfully returned to Honorable Secretary of War. f 

The complaint is well founded. These men sometimes pass the night 
without fire. The quartermaster of prisons is forbidden to get fuel 
except through the regular channels. I have forwarded repeated com- 
plaints without remedy. Ido not doubt that there has been considera- 
ble loss of life already at the Libby and Castle Thunder from this cause. 
The fault is with those officers whose duty it was to furnish a supply of 


fuel, and who have not made proper provisions, 
IS. H. CARRINGTON, 


Provost-Marshal. 


(Second indorsement. ] 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, January 25, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to Maj. J. C. Maynard. 


By order of Quartermaster-General : 
CH. MIMS, 


Captain and Assistant Quartermaster. 
[Third indorsement. ] 


QUARTERMASTER’S OFFICE, Richmond, January 26, 1865. 


Respectfully referred to Captain Weisiger for attention. 
There is now plenty of wood at the yard with which to supply all 


reasonable démands. 
J. C. MAYNARD, 
Major and Quartermaster. 


[Fourth indorsement. | 


ASSISTANT QUARTERMASTER’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, January 26, 1865. 


Respectfully returned to Major Maynard. 

You are aware of the difficulty in procuring wood for the last ten 
days. I borrowed wood several days to fill requisitions made upon this 
office and was not aware that any suffering had existed at the prisons. 
My receipts for the last two days have increased, and trust there will 
not be any further cause for complaint. 

Very respectfully, 
WM. W. WEISIGER, 
Assistant Quartermaster. 


[Fifth indorsement.] 


Respectfully returned to the Quartermaster-General. 
J. C. MAYNARD, 
Major and Quartermaster. 


[Sixth indorsement. ] 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, January 27, 1865. 
Respectfully returned to Honorable Secretary of War and attention 
invited to Major Maynard’s indorsement. 
It is believed that all proper calls for wood can now be supplied. 
A. R. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster- General. 
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RICHMOND, January 19, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. Jonn E. MULFORD, Assistant Agent of Exchange : 

Sir: I beg leave to call your attention to the accompanying letter 
which I addressed to you on the 25th of November last.* It relates to 
subjects of considerable importance, and I will be obliged to you for a 
distinct reply. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


Surg. John H. Hunter, inclosing letter to Secretary of War, asking 
for instructions relative to paroles. 


[Indorsement.] 


JANUARY 19, 1865. 

Returned to the Surgeon-General. 

In no aspect of the cases are these paroles to be respected. First. By 
agreement, surgeons are to be unconditionally released. Second. If the 
parole was regular and proper in every respect, recapture makes it null 
and void. How any military person could doubt this is amazing. 
Third. The Federal theory, based upon their General Orders, No. 207, 
1863, is that prisoners are to be kept in possession and delivered by flag 
of truce at some point previously agreed upon by competent contracting 
parties. If, through choice or necessity, paroled parties are released in 
any other way the parole is null and void. The parole exacted by Gen- 
eral Stoneman has been declared by his own Government illegal and 
void. Fourth. It would be useless to send these surgeons North, as they 
would be immediately sent back. They have something more serious 
to attend to than such *“‘shuttlecock and battledoor.” They can go to 
duty immediately without any sacrifice of honor. 

[RO. OULD, 


Agent of Exchange. | 


WASHINGTON, D. C., January 20, 1865. 


Brig. Gen. H. W. WESSELLS, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners: 

Sir: You will please send to Fort Monroe for the disposal of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Mulford, in pursuance of certain arrangements effected by him 
with the rebel authorities, the following-named officers, prisoners of war 
at Johnson’s Island, viz: Colonel Penn, of Louisiana; Colonel Powell, 
Fifth Texas; Col. A. W. Harman, Twelfth Virginia Cavalry; Col. Mal- 
comb D. Graham; Maj. R. McCann; Capt. John Tayloe; Capt. Robert 
H. Davis; Captain Whitfield, First Alabama; Capt. J. R. Hutter, 
Eleventh Virginia Infantry; Capt. Charles B. Trevilian; Lieut. J. D. 
Van Benthuysen; Lieut. Charles Norvell, Twelfth Virginia Cavalry; 
Capt. Claiborne Snead, Third Georgia; Capt. J. Dudley Whitehead, 
Third Virginia; Capt. W. B. Seawell, Twelfth Louisiana Battalion 
Artillery; Lieut. William J. Stanford, Forty-sixth Alabama. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BE. A. HITCHOOCK, 
Maj. Gen. of Vols. and Commissioner for Exchange of Prisoners. 


*See Vol. VII, this series, p. 1159. 
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WASHINGTON City, D.C., January 20, 1865. 
Lieut, Col. Joun E. MuULForD, U.S. Army, &c.: 

Srr: Your communication of the 15th instant, covering copies of nine 
several communications from Mr. Ould of various dates, some as far 
back as November, has just been received, all of which will be attended 
to. I desire to say at once that I am ready to consider all of the cases 
of close confinement referred to by Mr. Ould as coming within the pur- 
pose of the recent agreement for the mutual exchange of all that class 
of persons, and presuming that this will be satisfactory to Mr. Ould, I 
shall direct General Wessells to send the parties named to Fort Monroe 
for your disposition. 

It is not my design nor desire to retain any one who, by implication 
even, can be supposed to be entitled to the benefits of the agreement 
referred to, and I venture to hope that with this assurance immediate 
relief may be given to such prisoners in the South as also are entitled 
to the benefits of that agreement. 

Some of the communications inclosed in yours of the 15th instant are 
inquiries which will be answered as soon as I can obtain the necessary 
information. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
K. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General of Vols., Commissioner for Eachange of Prisoners. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL CF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., January 20, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. JoHn E. MULFORD, 
Assistant Agent for Hxchange, Fort Monroe, Va.: 

COLONEL: I have the honor, by direction of the Commissary-General 
of Prisoners, to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 
16th instant in relation to the exchange of rolls of deceased prisoners, 
and to inform you that the rolls will be promptly forwarded as soon as 
they can be prepared. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. T. HARTZ, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[JANUARY 20, 1865.—For report of captures by the Army of the 
Cumberland from September 7, 1864, to January 20, 1865, see Series I 
Vol. XLV, Part I, p. 47.] 


COLUMBIA, Ja ; 
General S. CooPER: a ie 
Iam at a loss to know where to send prisoners from Florence. In 
one direction the enemy are in the way. In the other the question of 
supplies presents an insuperable barrier. I again urge paroling the 
prisoners and sending them home. I have consulted the Governor and 
General Chesnut, who both urge that they be paroled. The guard is 
very weak and insufticient to take care. At once give full instructions. 
J. H. WINDER, 
Brigadier- General. 
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Tucker, Spence, Amiss, board of surgeons. Report of permanentl 
disabled men (Federal prisoners) in hospital and DAeh ee ! 


{Indorsement.] 
JANUARY 20, 1865, 

Returned to Honorable Secretary of War. 

I expect to send the disabled officers and men by next flag of truce. 
I am satisfied that an agreement to unconditionally release all disabled 
men would result to our disadvantage, simply because the enemy would 
not carry it out in good faith. They would, perhaps, make the agree- 
ment, but would not execute it. 

There has existed for some time some such understanding. To uncon- 
ditionally release the Federal disabled would be to surrender the 
advantage of charging them in account. Nay, more, we would not 
receive the few in similar condition that under present arrangements 
are sent tous. Ifthe medical director knew as much of Yankee bad 
faith as I do, he would not entertain his proposition a moment. 

[RO. OULD.} 


WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington City, January 21, 1865. 
Hon. SCHUYLER COLFAX, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Sre: In answer to the resolution of the House of Representatives of 
the 21st of December, calling for the correspondence in reference to the 
exchange of prisoners, I have the honor to submit herewith the report 
of the Adjutant-General, together with such communications upon the 
subject as have not heretofore been published. 

The correspondence of Major-General Butler details the action in 
regard to the exchange of prisoners under the authority conferred upon 
him by the order of the War Department. 

On the 15th of October the subject of exchanges was placed under 
the direction of Lieutenant-General Grant, with full authority to take 
any steps he might deem proper to effect the release and exchange of 
our soldiers and of loyal persons held as prisoners by the rebel authori- 
ties. He was instructed that it was the desire of the President that 
no efforts consistent with national safety and honor should be spared 
to effect the prompt release of all soldiers and loyal persons in captivity 
to the rebels as prisoners of war, or on any other grounds, and the sub- 
ject was committed to him with full authority to act in the premises as 
he should deem right and proper. Under this authority the subject of 
exchanges has from that time continued in his charge, and such efforts 
have been made as he deemed proper to obtain the release of our 
prisoners. 

An arrangement was made for the supply of our prisoners—the arti- 
cles to be distributed under the direction of our own officers, paroled 
for that purpose, and the corresponding privilege was extended to the 
rebel authorities. In order to afford every facility for relief, special 
exchanges have been offered whenever desired on behalf of our pris- 
oners. Such exchanges have in a few instances been permitted by the 
rebel authorities, but in many others they have been denied. 

A large number of exchanges, including ali the sick, has been effected 
within a recent period. The Commissary-Geueral of Prisoners has been 
directed to make a detailed report of all the exchanges that have been 
accomplished since the general exchange ceased. It will be furnished 
to the House of Representatives as soon as completed. 
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The last communication of General Grant gives reason to believe 
that a full and complete exchange of all prisoners will speedily be 
made. It also appears from his statement that weekly supplies are 
furnished to our prisoners and distributed by officers of our own selec- 
tion. His letter is subjoined as follows: 

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washington, D. C., January 21, 1865. 
Hon. E. M. STanTon, Secretary of War :. 


Sir: I have authorized Colonel Mulford, agent of exchange, to renew negotiations 
for the exchange of all prisoners now held by either party. The first interview 
between our agent and Colonel Ould, rebel agent, has already been had. No doubt 
but that an arrangement will be entered into. Indeed, on the strength of that 
interview an exchange—limited one—is now going on near Richmond. 


Yours, truly, eerie he 
‘Lieutenant- Gen eral. 


We are sending supplies to our prisoners at least weekly. They are received by 
officers of our own selection (released Federal prisoners), who distribute them as 
directed. 

SRG. 


Supplies furnished by friends of prisoners are also forwarded for dis- 
tribution in the same manner. The nature of the supplies authorized 
to be furnished by individuals is specified in the annexed order of the 
Department.* 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 
_ [Inclosure.] 
WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, January 21, 1865. 
Hon. Epwin M. Sranron, Secretary of War: 


Sir: In compliance with your instructions I have the honor to submit 
herewith copies of communications in reference to the exchange of 
prisoners of war, called for by resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives, dated December 21, 1864.+ — 

The copies embrace correspondence between Lieutenant-General 
Grant, General-in-Chief; Major-General Butler, commanding Depart- 
ment of Virginia and North Carolina; Major-General Halleck, chief of 
staff; Major-General Hitchcock, commissioner, and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ludlow, agent for exchange of prisoners, with General R. H. Lee, and 
Mr. Robert Ould, the commissioner of the rebel government; between 
Major-General Banks, commanding Department of the Gulf, and the 
rebel Generals R. Taylor and Green, in Louisiana; between Major-Gen- 
eral Foster, commanding Department of the South, and the rebel Gen- 
eral S. Jones, at Charleston; also communications on the subject of 
exchanges, with Major-Generals Canby, at New Orleans, Buell and Bur- 
bridge, in Kentucky, Curtis, in Missouri, Rosecrans, in Tennessee, 
Schenck, at Baltimore, and William T. Sherman, at Atlanta. 

The correspondence extends over a period of time from June, 1862. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


*See Vol. VII, this series, p. 1198. 

tThe papers submitted herewith, and which appear in chronological order in this 
publication, are enumerated in the following list prepared in the War Records Office. 
The documents, as herein printed, are true copies of the originals (or official copies 
thereof) on file in the War Department, and are published irrespective of their pub- 
lication in Executive Document No. 32, House of Representatives, Thirty-eighth 
Congress, second session. ; 
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Reference. 


Document. Date. 

PeRm OMI, CPATE Nn fa ORE ie is ee 6 oe wisn sas, aain a acnccasenuacsesaas 

OEE CO GRMN SyRAR. Se cee wane a corcccecheoccrecrec cece. oe . sé 
Wepeiivtin UTIL See ae oes ccc he. Soa atone es cocesoeedsoece a Oct. 6, 1864 
enpnuemBntler. <4 mses or. oe hw se Apr. 14, 1864 
Famer GrAUh-<. scent aa a 8e Soo. sc sacacesoorncstnece oe Apr. 20) 1864 
Reameeeia Uae ENP es free iam tle om ns nis oo aa me so Apr. 20, 1864 
SERB CA SAMMONS 2. COo a= asc sant bn ssinnnniscindaseecsecinncrsceestee Dec. 30, 1864 
PpueNG DOU Geb rete 2 er aga oi Soa ae Seed hasinws veciccee Dec. 24, 1864 
Ould to Grant .-.... -| Dec 97. 1864 
CONES DoE ee eye See a hai a ane eae Dec. 28, 1864 
Special Orders, No. 159, Headquarters Armies United States -| Dec. 28, 1864 


Rawlins to Butler --. 
Ould to Grant -.-- 


Grant to Ould -- 
Ould to Grant .----. 
Grant to Ould ...--...--- 
Stanton to Grant -...- 
Halleck to Stanton ..-. ; 
iincoln ito Halleck |. css. t.-0scc8 te o-5crnecs= se . 8, 1862 
Mebleck-t0 the resident (bw0)),22 ~~~ ..-<= << 250 5- o-nescencece sansa, Oct. 3, 1862 
MMMOCIEIEG GHOMEPOMGONG 85. <co2 8 5 oom en cc cacmnnismc can a ceaecnecuusen Oct. 4, 1862 
PEMD Rb tt WOOK 6. ats BF gl E ncn San wi Sein vennin c eenintien aananee Oct. 7, 1862 
NRE OG PNG er te et  matarain a a aniaemigainseaaie Oct. 8, 1862 
paplhie rallegin. . S608 22s Sones papi to esis lstaielatg Sateat free sis Oct. 22, 1862 
PUM RCC CREO UTS ON 2 AEE BO oo at oe mies oo sis [hime = o5)nis Sans ynserinmans Oct. 23, 1862 
sale 63 a Curtis, Wright, Rosecrans, Grant, Schenck, Dix, Foster, | Dec. 30, 1862 
and Banks. 
UO OUTRO LEIA parkas eau <ans Sis nace npn etareninesicesccasiecares Jan. 4, 1863 
Malleckiio Ludlow ~~. 2-5-2 <--<<-+------ 2 ane - noe -- een n nae enee esses Jan. 27, 1863 
Pe IO WWEEO IGOLLOM 1 Eorita doo ais Se « wininin oe oe ais naw nnn eon nnn si nnn nes Jan. 23, 1863 
0 AS Se ee et Serre Jan. 24, 1863 
PMLCL CCTRGIE. 2 CRE Oe onthe a mane nlne ncn on mann adie'nacasessisces Jan. 25, 1863 
murertnes len ttae tl fal WOO Rao ae ela wnt = lane lnn'w ae ann wo nislsieinc nnn aneccwascse Feb. 3, 1863 
Oy el en eS EE eee Feb. 3, 1863 
IRINA) CUD NU EE BS i Io an wae 5 taco 0 m0 ni dinin ian sinniassmininn Feb. 17, 1863 
SPERM am VFL are BS mR EE oo a anno ann a om mes manne tnienn nena Feb. 17, 1863 
PI CRON AMOK. 2 eri ae = her a rine asin ccainiain nis nw, nnoisinlaininlemamsinjaiqe Feb. 19, 1863 
monecrans 10) Welionsss3 . 22-6 cast benno a. ~ -| Mar. 11, 1863 
Halleck to Rosecrans - Mar. 12, 1863 
Curtis to Halleck - -- Apr. 22, 1863 
Tipblockato! Canis ie ostrs-s--<emene nnn prc emp nenienn -| Apr. 23, 1863 
@ald to Ludlow: ...-.2-: .2---aerm----------------0--- -| May 22, 1863 
manblhow ROGUE = 4h eee 88 pre ne emiercisrs -| May 25, 1863 
1 ESS NS Er eae 8 eer May 22, 1863 
Hallock to Rosecrans, Hurlbut (for Grant), Schofield, Dix, Foster, | May 25, 1863 
Hooker, Schenck, Hunter, and Banks. 
SCR IEG AVOMTAS I SOE a oo ate BS <9 on mw oan aoe ne 4.0. 0.mi0.9.ninin apne <ein.sin\si nis 25, 1863 
Ludlow to Thomas .........-... . 30, 1863 
Ludlow to Ould... . <si0c-ce- 00 38, 1863 
Goi “4 ES a a 5, 1863 
ie Sore iar 5 = ies Se = atte a 12, 1863 
Ludlow SO OCIG 35 areas ~ sompine 14, 1863 
Aik seks to Burbridge.....-.-.------ 28, 1864 
Swi eeie kaise nia Bete DS toate one 21, 1864 
a hendk COUP RUOC Ks Ar sar s<re,atejoeiaieip 29, 18638 
Halleck to Schenck..s-..s---..2----- 80, 1863 
Halleck to Ludlow....-...-......-.... 30, 1863 
Ludlow to Kelton ...2....4-.0«0.--.-- 1, 1863 
Grant to Halleck 4, 1863 
Halleck to Grant - 8, 1863 
Dc RA eer ere EN a apc cin gun pineapieinepnineinincein 10, 1863 
Ludlow to Kelton (three) 7, 1863 
Halleck to Ludlow 8, 1863 
Halleck to Meade....- 9, 1863 
Halleck to Meade, Schenck, and Thomas . 10, 1863 
Ludlow to Kelton (tw0): <2... c2 2. selec siee e's 12, 1863 
Halleck fo: Rosecrans sos. i-- asiesas cccccnecsins see zi 1863 
Rosecrans:to Halleck as: -s--ccoces-0cneacueece 1, 1863 
Memorandum for Hitchcock.....----.--------- 12, 1863 
Ould to Meredith 62s. 5.65 -qesnininnon-scccene 16, 1863 
Hitehcock to Ould a... -... ..<0cjncniees-sesineiee 16, 1863 
Hitchcock to Halleck (three) .........------.-- a = 
rs y 


Stanton to Halleck...... 


Series. 
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List of documents accompanying the foregoing letter—Continued. 


Reference. 
Document. Date. . © 
a | c 
A] 5 
i a 
a | & 
Hallock to: Burnside Seeseere cose ste ce sects wcmenie = sista tells een Sept. 11, 1863 6 
Kelton to Hoffman..............-..-- Oct. 20, 1863 6 
Memorandum by Hitchcock ..-... 002.200 see 2 2 ooo eee eee ce ee ese eeloweee nee areas 6 
Hurlbut to Halleck ... Nov. 12, 1863 6 
Thomas to Halleck ... -| Nov. 26, 1863 6 
Halleck to Thomas).:.:.-.:---+ss2-----= Nov. 27, 1863 6 
Halleck to Lee.....----..--.-+<-------- -| Dec. 7, 1863 yaeate 6) 
Bee'to Halleok. ..- 4225. sonnets cg e = =e -| Dec. 12, 1863 7 5 
Heintzelman'to Halleck) 1.5 cca es nce wwe on lee ae J une 13, 1864 39 ii 
Sherman to Halleck ..-...-.....--.----------------- -| Sept. 9, 1864 x 
IDO Secs desc taet eee eee cee ee -| Sept. 29, 1864 39 ii 
Banks to Halleck .......-....-------- Aug. 7, 1863 
Banks'to Taylor .. 3222 sscccne se seenes --| Sept. 2, 1863 
Taylor-to Banks). 2-2-0. ten.-eeen-r = --| Sept. 21, 1863 
Banksitocdalleck,(tw0)ssos--see-es cee es ee sesh sl -| Oct. 16, 1863 
Green to commanding officer on the Teche --| Nov. 28, 1863 
Franklin to Taylor-s.- 22: <22<2.2...- -| Nov. 29, 1863 
Taylor to Franklin - --| Nov. 30, 1863 
1 DS Seber ae SEGRE Peicrinl OMe AOSIce Dec. 3, 1863 
Green to Franklin ....-........-----. Dec. 4, 1863 
Molineux to Franklin.........------- 
Molineux to Levy ......-.----------- 
Hoy ytoeMolineux (two) (stews sale anemone ae arian ein le elaine ie { 
Molineux: touevy cocste sasec trees nt Cala mela aiecle cinclelal sa siete iataiateteeteiote ale 
OA ac nsb thos agssseece tease ee ane 
Franklin to Stone......-...--.--------- 
Stone to’ Pranklin...-5 50 122. 0s0- 2-0. <5 
Leyy-to! Molineux 5.222).58. 0523-2. 
Banks to Franklin. . sets 


Molineux to Levy .-.- 
Bonford to Molineux -.- 
Molineux to Levy. <<52 on. .22s2.-2-0-- 

Taylor to Franklin ......-.....-+-.---- 

Afiidavitiof "Comers. ttsocs.-corss oso 

Molineux to Franklin ...........-.-..- 

Stone to) Dwight: . 22-52 o5.ces eae oso eeesesactoces 
Memoranda of prisoners held by Banks 
Dwight ‘to Levy. cs 4.8 cnt 5-0 senece Selatan eee 
Levy to Dwight ......-. 

Taylor to Franklin ....- 

Dwight to Stone........ 

Dwigbt to Franklin 
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Banks to Adjutant-General of the Army ..- --| Feb. 2, 1864 
Cartel of exchange by Banks and Taylor..... -| Jan. 4, 1864 | 
Cartel of exchange by Franklin and ‘Taylor ...-....- sseceees--+--| Doc. 12; 1863 
Hitebcock'to Stantonat..c5....£25 eee tewcer ew oo eee eee -| Mar. 28, 1864 
Mitchcock to Malleckves cos. -ceee. coches coer ee eee Ree -| Mar. 30. 1864 
Halleck to Grant ..... se doe SSR ie See ee ee --| Aug. 27, 1864 
Halleckito: Canby cs e. sc 3: Seen ela cleiesiae So tenae eee eee eee Sept. 6, 1864 
Canby to Halleck yc 282 ses See Io es toe earee tel Sept. 9, 1864 
Ole alana anit nideinier oes aoe Gmeine = clo eicis seine loletsioieten cia Neem --| Sept. 19, 1864 
Canby/s: General ‘Orders; Now48 v.oncus cecoce ecu desluetans Sept. 14, 1864 41 iii 
Hitchcock to! Canby fo. ssdz se ccee cee wwe soca en a soe eee ote --| Aug. 24, 1864 7 
DO oe sactige se asneaben sense acnee saree contac eeeen ea ceee Aug. 20, 1864 7 
Canby’s indorsement on roll of prisoners. Aug. 4, 1864 7 
Canby to Hitchcock .. Aug. 4, 1804 7 
DOr cts sivecesaeete June 21, 1864 7 
Canby’'s indorsement o Aug. 30, 1864 7 
Halleck to Hoffman --| June 20, 1864 7 
DG oe xcSiotadele deo ee sea ecmene ee June 21, 1864 7 
Foster to Halleck (two)........-2-.2seeeeeeeeeees .| June 16, 1864 35 ii { 
Ripley to Schimmelfennig -| June 13, 1864 35 ii 
Jones to Foster June 13, 1864 35 ii 
Foster to Jones June 16, 1864 3511 
Foster to Halleck July 7, 1864 35 ii 
Jones to Foster --| July 1, 1864 35 ii 
Wessells, Scammon, Shaler, Seymour, and Heckman to Thomas.... July 1, 1864 35 ii 
Foster to Jones .-.... 35 ii 
Foster to Halleck. .... Gf 
Olas: sacha s wicket a vance smear 7 
Jones to Foster (three) 13, 1864 35 ii { 
Foster to JOnC8)--2-..-.- csncs tances celteinie tna som eee teeta eee 16, 1864 35 ii 
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List of documents accompanying the foregoing letter—Continued. 
Ee ee eee eee eee 


Document. 


Statements of ready 


Minutes of a meeting at Andersonville, Ga 
ODDS EL 8 Se Oe BIS Cer Aer eee 
Woodford to Foster............-. eS 
Halleck te Foster...=-.. 02 22.2... 
Foster to Halleck..-......5........- 
ones te Foster... 251.00 2208 .. 
model te Foster. ... st Lu. fxtln 
Bedel to Jones. .... 2... 22. .52.2..- 
bere fo Hallook.> 2a. fe J... 


Halleck to Foster-. 
agp to Halleck. - 


Do 
Miallools to Foster... 282% . cbs. ose scrcee 
Butler to Secretary of War.---...-..---. ts 
Hardie to Butler 


a to Ould (three) 


Hoffman to Butler -- 
Canby to Butler - # 
Canby to Hoffman E 

Sincets to Butler ..- 


Butler to Ould (two) 


Or GO CIE (SI) Wea sie ce nanewsaccocnnarssncsasmscSonesses 


a eh etwadans ae av aen eaeane sas sees eeass eeenaee sen oe 
Townsend to Butler ...- 


Butler to Ould (three) 


MIG: COMIC CHCOCK = Mies os «oben con demon kcccenduscsmevacencessenisss 
Butler to Ould 
Butler to Hitchcock .. 
Butler to Hoffman ..-.. 
Butler to Stanton ..--- 
Hoffman to Porter 
Puffer to Hoffman 
Butler to Hoffman 
Butler to Hitchcock ......ccsccccscccsssseccccccessovssversscvrecens 


Butler to Ould (eleven) 


Hoffman to Butler 
NIGER TO ON so. See ei as om Sala waco wsclas canecasceasvesseces 


Butler to Ould (three) 


Butler to Ould.....--.---.-- 
Hoffman to Butler 


Hoffman to Butler 
a ent to Ould 


Butler to Stanton 
Butler to Hoffman 
Butler to Ould (two) 
ie se to Butler 


Date. 


19, 1864 
. 4,1864 


. 8, 1864 
. 19, 1864 
14, 1864 


. 19, 1864 


. 24; 1863 
. 25, 1863 


. 29, 1863 
. 31,1863 
. 31, 1863 
2, 1864 


9, 1864 


. 12, 1864 


. 13, 1864 
. 20, 1864 


. 25, 1864 


. 27,1864 


. 9, 1864 
11, 1864 


. 12, 1864 
eb. 15, 1864 


| 29, 1864 


Reference. 
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List of documents accompanying the foregoing letter—Continued. 


Reference. 


Document. Date. 


Series 
Volume. 


1, 1864 
3, 1864 
3, 1864 


Butlerto Hofman (two)tcsssea-esc--scccue cers sseasencacedescaseaass Mar. 4, 1864 


—_ 


Butler to Hoffman ....... . 11, 1864 
Butler to Ould (three) .. . 11, 1864 
Butler to Hoffman .-. A ap ace . 11, 1864 
Butler to Ould (two) .. . 11,1864 


Bntler toOuldr (three) mer cre cnerseieciececsce secceess asesee aces sa saat . 18, 1864 


Canby tosBatler. «ot eaves < etetia esas saa ae aaiaie/anaaojemwmiainaaisiaaiatais . 21, 1864 
ry. to Butlers... > secaseas 5 


Butlor:to.OQuld........0 252.5 .<< 


Ould to Butler ....-.......-...- 
Hoffman to Butler............- 
Butler to Hoffman ............-. 
Butler to Ould (two) 
Memorandum of discussion between Butler and Ould 


Hoffman to Butler (three) 


2 6 
2 6 
2 6 
2 6 
2 6 
2 6 
2 6 
2 6 
2 6 
2 6 
2 6 
2 6 
2 6 
2 6 
2 6 
2 6 
2 6 
2 6 
2 6 
2 7 
Butler to Hoffman ...........-. 2 7 
Butler to Ould (two).........-- 2 7 { 
Butler to Hoffman (two) ......- 2 7 | 
Butler to Hoffman ............. 2 7 
DO) Bie tsp nse sere aee wee 2 7 
Hoffman to Butler .............. 2 7 
Butlerto Ould. 2... 38.6. sete. 2 ot, 
Butler to Stanton................ 2 7 
Butler to Ould (two)........... 2 7 | 
Hitchcock'toiGrant sick fon. woe cosacaccuuncecrcinceceac 2 7 
Statement of Federal and Confederate prisoners -.. 2 7 
Grantito-Butler (twoyie. te . ese. cc ceccwucasc cues. 2 7 
Grantito:Butler. ..: atcuss : nates sensckccuccanonseasedge 2 7 
Butler to Ould... 2 7 
Hoffman to Butler . 2 af 
Hox to Butlopecs.sc.cc nates cececs f 2 7 
Miller to Weellegi.. Sek see edecen ae ‘ - 13, 1864 2 4 
Butler to Ould (four) - 30,1864] 2) 7 |f 
Butlerito Multord encase eich <a ntenaisncs sens ae WaSio eRe eae . 27, 1864 2 a 
Butler to Stanton ...........-.cees 3, 2 7 
Butlerto.Ould.o.ch~..ceueseine nae 2 7 
DO Siaccsctee cece eee eee eee Py pal 
DOSE gate ite poets sett es 2 7 
Hoffman to Butler ................. 2: 7 
Canby, to Butler... 2295..5...ds5 sens 2) i 
Hotiman to Butler................. 2 q 
DOS. ccc ctiacc an meicens att ants 2 7 
Butler,to\Oul dice . Sees tee tees bas Seek coe nce ese eee a 2 7 
Butler'to\Oulds(Gwo) srs. avs. sco he eee Nee Aug. 10,1864 2 7 { 
Circular from Adjutant-General's Office, U.S. ADMY. 5/5 sjc55.01508 --.| Sept. 12, 1864 2 7 
BatlertoiOaldin se athe sccs castes scence cence mee eee een Aug.[27] 1864 2 7 
Owlatte Melford’. coer or sc ccace stot necro ee Aug. 10, 1864 2 uf 
ButlertoOuld'(two) ca. show. cotecsngcat nee meee eee 0 . 18, 1864 2 | 7 
DULLON TO Grant... see Lee ee fence cone ee . 18, 1864 2) 7 
Matlory to Welles ames. -. Sees. fone oc cceeetnaneeee - . 20, 1864 Diy gif 
Mulford'to Ould... 3.5.2... skcacl< . 22, 1864 2) fl 
OulditorHitchoocke wc wcw.cce vos iene Cee en - 22, 1864 2 | 7 
Hitchcock to Mulford 3, 1864 24 7 
Butler to editor of the Times an . §, 1864 2 if 
Mulford to Ould ............... = . 8, 1864 2 7 
Butler to Ould (three) . 9, 1864 2 7 { 
Butlerto Hitchoooky7s Ae. see Tn <ccde Seed eee eee . 9,186 
Butler to Ould i 10. a 2 ; 
Butler to Hoffman | 10, 1864 2 7 
Mulford to Hitchcock ou . 18, 1864 2 7 
Ould to Mulford ee . 12, 1864 2 7 
Butler to Stanton : .13,1864| 2] 7 
Hitchcock to Butler ........ . 17, 1864 2 7 
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Reference. 
Document. Date. 3 

g/ 2 | ¢ 

ie Pci te 

n > AY 

abi ne: 60. BatG hoa 6. oo as < an a cis so Binns snShna st aeecnacawdare ept. 6 2 
Butler to Stanton ‘ 8 Be ug 1864 2 ; = 
Vincent to Butler Sept. 22, 1864 CN ees Sea 
Butler to Hoffman (two) f. 25, 1864 74 vd I 872 
iL 8738 
AOR NO UERON ED BY 5 PE on oa 3 Ee wip s Paaeciqem anne «queds<Etianes pert. 28, 1864 2) 7 887 
O.----------.---- ept. 27, 1864 2 7 

Butler to Mulford ....- x Sept 27, 1864 2 7 an 
Butler to Ould (two) ---- -| Oct. 4, 1864 2 7 922 
Butler to Hoffman -..--- .| Oct. 8, 1864 2 if 953 
joe aa Lm eee -| Oct. 7, 1864 2 7) 927 
Dana to Butler --- -| Oct. 10, 1864 2 7 961 
RERHING UOMSLIOrS. — Soe ox ho 82. geteoe See eet ee -| Oct. 11, 1864 2 i 965 
Peer t@itonmant: 232 6 ii Sor ua peest 35. ocr ec eke --| Oct. 12, 1864 2 7 971 
Butler to commanding officer Confederate forces, etc -...... -| Oct. 12, 1864 2 7 969 
EO RS ee eS aE ee ee eee Oct. 10, 1864 % uf 960 
Welles to Butler-..- -| July 27, 1864 2 7 961 
Butler to Ould ....... -| Oct. 12, 1864 2 7 967 
Affidavit of Knight. -. -| Oct. 12, 1864 2 7 968 
nla wit, Of DANE Go. 6 ae sean na Somes wan asiie a -| Oct. 12, 1864 4 a 968 
AMGavi Or HutGhiis.o 2-2. 2350.2 c5-222 seo, Pee -| Oct. 12, 1864 2 Ht 968 
PeMET IDOL, Miler ss 2255 i), eet ee tie Ste es -| Oct. 12, 1864 2 7 967 
Lee a a eer -| Oct. 12, 1864 2 bs 970 
Notice from Richmond Examiner.................. .--- -| Oct. 8, 1864 2 “if 970 
Spire Wene fie ONE 5 32 ei SOP i Feit ch is aD eerie so xine -| Oct. 12, 1864 2 7 969 
Butler to Grant. -. -| Oct. 12, 1864 2 7 966 
Butler to Ould.... -| Oct. 18, 1864 2 7 980 
Butler to Grant....-.--- -| Oct. 14, 1864 2 7 983 
Hitchcock to Butler .-.- -| Oct. 14, 1864 2 7 983 
Butler to Hoffman ...... -| Oct. 18, 1864 2 7 | 1007 
Butler to Grant....-... -| Oct. 20, 1864 2 7 | 1015 
Butler to Mulford ---- Oct. 31, 1864 2 7 | 1070 
OTE EG Eye ae ee eee a = Seger Oct. 24, 1864 2 7 1033 
POUR tO BGUOr.- ts >. tas ses cele es eS. 0s Li dete ek st. h Oct. 24, 1864 2 7 | 1033 
Bile eo Gad Lae? ? SES eae ee ee ee ee eee Oct. 27, 1864 2 7 | 1048 
LM. nadie SSeS SR ee ee Seer oe ere Oct. 26, 1864 2 7 1 1042 
PIPCMCOOK tO.atiar ol) oy. 25. SSIS 5. EA SD sixes Nov. 2, 1864 2 7 | 1084 
DREN GRIER IDES IRENE Sere ee Skt aa cao ato afew oiacidiciicle’a ale Riareais ene Nov. 17, 1864 2 7 \) 1432 
OGG PANO moe aon eee oe te ede o Saab dee to aaeS wn yas ba ew ed eee oe seek Ss <- Novy. 25, 1864 2 7 1158 
BTCC COCK: tek EMESION 3 oc tense nise per suiaie/ssinlne eon rtp same s ociecea em Novy. 25, 1864 2 7 | 1159 
OVO CO mo co oon neva ieniata'nnn\s oa cre cisvcnacenevedrersaduote cine Nov. 26, 1864 2 7 | 1160 
BSE Zr RNA neo ae von 9 SSE iw se dae Bane n mpisivs ass 00's 01s a6 Dec. 1,1864 2 7{ 1174 
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OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., January 21, 1865. 


Bvt. Maj. Gen. S. G. BURBRIDGE, 


Commanding District of Kentucky, Lexington, Ky.: 


GENERAL: I am authorized to request that Col. J. D. Morris and 
Maj. T. Steele, of the rebel army, who are said to be confined in the jail 
at Lexington, Ky., and in irons, be immediately released and forwarded 
uuder proper guard to Lieut. Col. John E. Mulford, agent for exchange 
of prisoners, Fort Monroe, Va. Please report action taken. 


I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


H. W. WESSELLS, 
Brig. Gen., U. 8. Vols., Inspector and Com. Gen. of Prisoners. 
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OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., January 21, 1865. 


Maj. Gen. GEORGE STONEMAN, 

Commanding Department of the Ohio, Louisville, Ky.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inquire if Charles E. Marshall, son 

of General Humphrey Marshall, of the rebel army, is held as a prisoner 
within the District of Kentucky, and whether asa prisoner of war or 
political prisoner or under sentence? If under sentence, I am author- 
ized to request that he be immediately released and forwarded under 
proper guard to Lieut. Col. John E. Mulford, agent for exchange of 
prisoners, Fort Monroe, Va. If held as an ordinary prisoner of war or 
political prisoner, he should be reported to this office and retained 
as such. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

H. W. WESSELLS, 
Brig. Gen., U. 8. Vols., Inspector and Com. Gen. of Prisoners. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. 0., January 21, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. Joan E. MULFORD, 
Agent for the Bxchange of Prisoners, Fort Monroe, Va.: 
COLONEL: The communication of the 7th instant addressed to you 
by R. Ould, rebel agent for exchange, in relation to Miss Amelia Mur- 
phy, has been referred to this office, and in reply I have the honor, by 
direction of the Commissary-General of Prisoners, to inform you that 
she was released from Fort McHenry, Md., December 28, 1864. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. T. HARTZ, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL Fagin ae OFFICE CoM. GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
No. 17. Washington, D. C., January 21, 1865. 
I. In pursuance of instructions received at this office George Dusky 
and Lieutenant Gandy, of the rebel army, who are said to be in solitary 
confinement in cells at Wheeling, W. Va., will be immediately released 
and forwarded under proper guard to Lieut. Col. J. E. Mulford, assist- 
ant agent for exchange, at Fort Monroe, Va. Col. James Washburn 
military commander, Wheeling, W. Va., is charged with the execution 
of this order and will report to this office his action. 
* * * * * * * 
By order of Brig. Gen. H. W. Wessells, Inspector and Commissary- 
General of Prisoners: 
WwW. T. HARTZ, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


{Indorsement. ] 


_This was specially referred to the Secretary of War by the under- 
signed January 25, and the Secretary committed the matter entirely to 
the undersigned. 

. E. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General of Volunteers. 
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Ho Ww EASTPORT, MISss., January 21, 1865. 
Brigadier-General HOFFMAN, 

Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. O.: 

General Granger telegraphs me from Decatur that Roddey proposes 
to exchange with him one officer and thirty-one men of our army for a 
like number of his command now in our hands. I would recommend 
that the proposition be accepted, and that you send to General Granger 
at Decatur, Ala., the men of Roddey’s command asked for. 

GEO, H. THOMAS, 
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS Fort WARREN, 
Boston Harbor, January 21, 1865. 
Maj. H. A. ALLEN, Commanding Fort Warren: 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
Saturday, January 21, 1865: 

Conduct—orderly. Cleanliness—satisfactory. Clothing—in as good 
order as the limited allowance will permit. Bedding—in good order. 
State of quarters—neat and well policed. State of mess-houses—neat 
and clean. State of kitchen—neat and clean. Food, quality of—good. 
Food, quantity of—the full allowance. Water—good. Sinks—in good 
order. Police of grounds—once every day. Drainage—excellent. 
Police of hospital—no special hospital for prisoners. Attendance of 
sick—regular. Hospital diet—as ordered by the surgeon. General 
health of prisoners—good. Vigilance of guard—satisfactory. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. H. WOODMAN, 
Lieut., First Batt. Mass. Vol. Arty., and Inspecting Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS WES1’S BUILDINGS HOSPITAL, 
Baltimore, Md., January 21, 1865. 
Surg. A. CHAPEL, U.S. Volunteers, Commanding Hospital: 

Str: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
January 21, 1865: fi 

Conduct— good. Cleanliness—good. Clothing—sufficient. Bed- 
ding—good. State of quarters—good. State of mess-houses—good. 
State of kitchen—good. Food, quality of—excellent. Food, quantity 
of—sufficient. Water—good. Sinks—good. Police of grounds—good. 
Drainage—good. Police of hospital—good. Attendance of sick— 
excellent. Hospital diet—good. General health of prisoners—good 
as could be expected from the nature of their wounds and diseases. 
Vigilance of guard-—good. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HORATIO ROBERTS, 
Second Lieut., Veteran Reserve Oorps, and Inspecting Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPOT PRISONERS OF WAR, 
Elmira, N. Y., January 21, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. WESSELLS, 
Oommissary-General of Prisoners : 
GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of the 19th instant, calling attention to the fact that I have 


106 PRISONERS OF WAR AND STATE, ETC. 


not reported my views (as requested in communication from your office 
dated December 12, 1864) as to the necessity of issuing clothing to 
prisoners of war at the present time. I would offer in explanation that 
about the same date (December 12) we received instructions from Brig- 
adier-General Paine, U. S. Volunteers, to forward immediately through 
him, to the agent of the rebel authorities, a report from the prisoners 
of war at this depot of the supplies necessary to render them comforta- 
ble. This report was forwarded at once, and inasmuch as we had just 
received a partial supply of clothing (sent by mistake to this depot), I 
did not deem it necessary to make any further report before the arrival 
of the supplies from the rebel authorities. In obedience to your instruc- 
tions of the 19th instant I have forwarded this day requisition in dupli- 
cate for such clothing as will be absolutely necessary within the next 
four weeks. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. F. TRACY, 
Colonel 127th U. 8. Colored Troops, Commanding Depot. 


HEADQUARTERS CAMP CHASE, 
Near Columbus, Ohio, January 21, 1865. 
Col. W. P. RICHARDSON, Commanding Post: 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
January 21, 1865: 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—fair. Clothing—generally comforta- 
ble. Bedding—improving. State of quarters—good. State of mess- 
houses—good. State of kitchen—very good. Food, quality of—good. 
Food, quantity of—sufficient. Water—good and sufficient. Sinks—in 
goodorder. Police of grounds—good. Drainage—fair. Police of hos- 
pital—excellent. Attendance of sick—sufficient. Hospital diet—good. 
General health of prisoners—good. Vigilance of guard—unexcep- 
tionable. 

Remarks and suggestions.—Since my last report no material change 
has taken place except in the increase of prisoners, most of whom have 
been wounded and necessarily require hospital treatment, increasing 
the necessary hospital accommodations and medical attention, all of 
which have been supplied. The smallpox is still prevailing to some 
extent, but vaccination is going on and very soon all will have been 
favored with this means of prevention. There is wanted in prison 
one [No.] 6 cooking-stove with pans for baking corn bread. I suggest 
the best Premium as the cheapest and most durable kind of stove for 
prison use. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. K. ALLEN, 
Captain, Highty-eighth Regt. Ohio Vol. Infty., Inspecting Officer. 


{Indorsement. ] 


The prisoners received from Thomas’ army have been very much 
oe and great mortality prevails. Pneumonia is the principal 
isease. 
Respectfully referred to thea Commissary-General of Prisoners. 
W. P. RICHARDSON, 
Colonel Twenty-fifth Ohio Veteran Volunteers, Comdg. Post. 
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HEADQUARTERS MILITARY COMMANDANT, 
Louisville, Ky., January 21, 1865. 
Capt. STEPHEN E. JonES, Additional Aide-de-Camp: 


Str: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week end- 
ing January 21, 1865: 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—perfect. Clothing— . Bedding 
—blankets. State of quarters—clean. State of mess-houses—clean. 
State of kitchen—clean. Food, quality of—good. Food, quantity of— 
full prison ration. Water—sufficient. Sinks—clean. Police of 
grounds—perfect. Drainage—good. Police of hospital—good. Attend- 
ance of sick—good. Hospital diet—usual. General health of prison- 
ers—good. Vigilance of guard—good. 

Remarks and suggestions.—I have carefully inspected the military 
prison and take great pleasure in reporting that I found everything in 
good order; good discipline and systematic arrangement in the different 
departments of the prison. I would suggest that the stove in the 
kitchen hospital needs repairing. Captain Pratt, executive officer of 
the prison, certainly deserves credit for the efficient and faithful man- 
ner in which he discharges the duties of his position. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEWIS BUCKNER, 
Captain and Post Inspecting Officer. 


[Indorsement. ] 


Upon the 2d instant I addressed a letter, which I inclose,* asking the 
permanent assignment of a regiment for duty at the military prison to 
relieve the Twentieth Kentucky Volunteer Infantry, which had been 
on duty there for several weeks, and whose term was about expiring. 
On the 12th instant the Thirtieth Wisconsin Veteran Infantry was 
ordered to report to me. This regiment is much superior in every 
respect to any 1 have yet had and it is very desirable to retain it if 
practicable. The late inspecting officer of this post, whom, in the 
absence of a competent inspecting officer at the military prison, I have 
been compelled to get to make inspections for me, having been relieved 

and his successor appointed, no inspection was made for the week 
ending January 14, 1865. The reception of clothing by prisoners from 
friends being prohibited by regulations, and the issue of Government 
supplies by General Hoftman, and none of the Confederate supplies 
having been sent to this prison, many of the prisoners passing through 
here are received and forwarded in a very destitute condition. 

The foregoing report is approved and respectfully referred to the 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 

STEPHEN E. JONES, 


Captain and Additional Aide-de-Camp, Comdg. Military Prison. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpqrs. Rook ISLAND BARRACKS, 
No. 3. Rock Island, Ill., January 21, 1865. 

I. A military commission, of which Capt. B. R. Wagner, Fourth 
Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps, is president, assembled at this post 
on the 19th day of January, 1865, in virtue of Special Orders, Nos. 223 
and 235, series of 1864, from these headquarters, for the purpose of 


* Omitted. 
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inquiring into the shooting of C. W. Graham and John Stevens, pris- 
oners of war, by Privates Richard Kendrick and John H. Smith, of 
Company ©, One hundred and eighth Regiment U. 8. Colored Infantry. 
The commission met pursuant to the orders, and after a careful exami- 
nation and deliberation on the testimony adduced found the following 
facts: 

First. That Privates Richard Kendrick and John H. Smith, both 
of Company ©, One hundred and eighth Regiment U. S. Colored 
Infantry, were sentinels on the fourth front prison parapet on the night 
of the lst of January, 1865, and that their instructions were to shoot 
any prisoner they saw on their side of the dead-line. If they saw any 
prisoners coming across it, halt them and keep them there until the 
corporal of the guard came. Second. That Corpl. James Rollins, of 
Company ©, One hundred and eighth Regiment U. S. Colored 
Infantry, was on guard on the night of the 1st of January, 1865, on 
the fourth front of the prison, and that one of the sentinels on the 
parapet called for the corporal of the guard, but before he could get to 
him he heard the sentinel fire, and then the sentinel on the next post 
fired. He got to the parapet and found that the prisoner had placed a 
ladder against the fence, and nearly reached the top of it when he was 
discovered and shot by the sentinel. Another prisoner had crossed 
the dead-line and had been fired at by the next sentinel. Third. That 
John H. Smith, private of Company C, One hundred and eighth Regi- 
ment U.S. Colored Infantry, was a sentinel on the prison parapet, post 
No. 5, between 12 and 2 o’clock on the night of the 1st of January, 1865. 
While walking his beat he discovered a man sitting on a ladder against 
the prison fence, whom he instantly shot. Three other prisoners at 
the foot of the ladder started to run, when the next sentinel shot one 
of them, who fell into the ditch, but got up and made his way to his 
barracks. Fourth. That Richard Kendrick, private, Company C, One 
hundred and eighth Regiment, U.S. Colored Infantry, was a sentinel 
on the prison parapet, post No. 4, between 12 and 1 o’clock on the 
night of the 1st of January, 1865. He saw a prisoner on the fence just 
before the next sentinel fired. Three other prisoners were on the 
grouns, As they started to run he fired and one of them fell into the 

itch. 

Opinion.—The commission, after mature deliberation on the evidence 
adduced, are of the opinion that Privates Kendrick and Smith were 
but in the proper discharge of their duties as sentinels in the shooting 
of Graham and Stevens, prisoners of war, and do therefore acquit them 
of all blame in this matter, and compliment them on their vigilance and 
promptness in executing their duty, thus putting an effectual stop to 
all further attempts to escape by the prisoners of war waiting the fate 
of their comrades, 

Il. After carefully reading the testimony, findings, and opinion of the 
military commission in the case of the shooting of C. W. Graham and 
John Stevens, prisoners of war, by John H. Smith and Richard Ken- 
drick, privates, Company C, One hundred and eighth Regiment U. 8. 
Colored Infantry, the colonel commanding post approves the same. 

Ill. The military commission of which Capt. B. R. Wagner, Fourth 
Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps, is president is hereby dissolved. 

By order of Col. A. J. Johnson, Fourth Regiment Veteran Reserve 
Corps, commanding post: 

A. F. HIGGS, 
First Lieutenant and Post Adjutant. 
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HEADQUARTERS 111TH U. 8. CoLORED INFANTRY, 
Nashville, Tenn., January 21, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER, U.S. Army: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose herewith a copy of a Mobile 
paper* (rebel) containing, over the signature of D. H. Maury, major- 
general, C. S. Army, the names of 569 soldiers belonging to the One 
hundred and sixth, One hundred and tenth, and One hundred and 
eieventh Regiments of U.S. Colored Infantry, who were taken prisoners 
by a force of the enemy under Maj. Gen. N. B. Forrest, at Athens and 
Sulphur Branch Trestle, Ala., on the 24th and 25th of September, 1864, 
and placed at work on the defenses of Mobile, Ala., by order of the 
rebel authorities. Lieut. William T. Lewis, adjutant One hundred and 
tenth U.S. Colored Infantry, has a paper of later date than this, con- 
taining the names of nearly 300 more soldiers of the same command, 
also at work on the defenses of Mobile. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

O. O. POPPLETON, 
Tteutenant and Acting Adjutant 111th U. 8. Colored Infantry. 


Indorsement on Dana to Christensen, January 14, 1865, printed in 
Series I, Vol. XLVIII, Part I, p. 519; Forrest to Dana, January 6, 
1865, p.31, ante; Forrest to Rousseau and Rousseau to Forrest, December 
16, 1864, Vol. VII, of this series, p. 1233 ; Dana to Forrest, January 12, 
1865, in Series I, Vol. XLVIULII. Part I, p. 498. 


Hpgrzs. MILITARY DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI, 
New Orleans, January 21, 1865. 
Respectfully forwarded to the Commissioner for Exchangeof Prisoners. 
The arrangements made by General Washburn and my own authority 
to act are suspended by the order of Lieutenant-General Grant. As 
the prisoners referred to belong to two different armies the decision 
should be made by the general commissioner for exchange of prisoners. 
-In this case it is recommended that the exchange be made. t 
ED. BR. S. CANBY, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


RICHMOND, January 21, 1865. 


Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, Secretary of War: 

Srp: I have made an agreement with the Federal authorities for the 
release and delivery on both sides of all prisoners of war who have 
been or now are held either in close confinement or in irons. The list 
of those so held by the enemy embraces more than fifty, while ours 
does not reach fifteen. Those whom we hold are mostly confined here 
and at Salisbury. The order for release of our men was issued about 
a week ago, and I am satisfied they are now held as other prisoners of 
war. I willtherefore be much obliged to you if you will direct General 
Gardner to release immediately such Federal prisoners as are now 
held in close confinement or irons. 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 


Agent of Exchange. 


* Not found. +See Hitchcock to Canby, February 17, p. 242. 
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Hpgrs. C. 8. Min. PRisons EAST OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Columbia, S. C., January 21, 1865. 
Captain RICHARDSON: 

Srir: You will receive the packages of money for prisoners from the 
express company, paying the charges from the money itself, and 
dividing the expense equitably amongst the prisoners, according to 
the sums due each. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. H. WINDER, 
Brigadier- General. 


QUARTERMASTER’S OFFICE, C. S. MILITARY PRISON, 
Columbia, S. C., January 21, 1865. 
General J. H. WINDER, Commissary-General of Prisoners: 

GENERAL: In my original orders I was limited in paying out funds 
to the order of prisoners to $100 per week. In the recent rule estab- 
lished by Major Griswold there is no such restriction, and I have paid 
out as much as $15,000 to the order of one prisoner, all drawn for 
within ten days of each other, and approved by Major Griswold, with- 
out whose approval i could not pay out any amounts. 

I have, of course, no objection to paying out any amounts in my 
hands, but desiring to. be safe in doing so, I respectfully request to 
know if this is done with your approval. My reasons for submitting 
this matter in this shape to you, is that you were made aware by me of 
the original order, and I am uninformed of your acquaintance with the 
present rule. Be pleased to indorse your views hereon and return to, 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. S. RICHARDSON, 
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster. 


[First indorsement. ] 


Respectfully forwarded through Major Griswold, commanding prison, 
Columbia, S. C. 
J. S. RICHARDSON, 
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster. 


{Second indorsement. ] 


Camp ASYLUM, C. 8. PRISON, January 23, 1865. 
Respectfully forwarded to Brigadier-General Winder, with the 
remark that the rule as now adopted was clearly understood in consul- 
tation with General Winder. The original restriction was made when 
the money went into the hands of the prisoners. As the money does 
not now go into their hands, no objection is seen to their drawing upon 

their own money, for food, clothing, &c., to any extent they please. 
E. GRISWOLD, 
Major, Commanding Prison. 


{Third indorsement. ] 


CoLumBIA, S. C., January 24, 1865. 
Major Griswold’s suggestion approved. 
JNO. H. WINDER, 
Brigadier-General. 
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Hogrs. C. 8S. Min. Prisons EAST OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Columbia, 8. C., January 21, 1865. 
Mrs. C,. M. JONES: 


MAvDAm: The occupation of Savannah by the enemy renders it inex- 
pedient for the Confederate States to continue to occupy the stockade 
at Camp Lawton. It is therefore given up to you, and J will take the 
earliest opportunity to send an agent to arrange and settle the account 
between yourself and the Confederate States. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. H. WINDER, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS C. S. MILITARY PRISON, 
Camp Sumter, Ga., January 21, 1865. 


Lieut. R. B. Toomas, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General: 


Sir: Complaints being made almost every day by chief surgeon of 
hospital about prisoners stealing hospital property and selling it to 
members of the guard stationed at hospital, and frequent escapes made 
by prisoners from hospital, make it a matter of importance to inclose 
the hospital with a stockade. . 

i was ordered by the general commanding last fall to put up a stock- 
ade around the hospital, but owing to a more pressing work and scarcity 
of teams to haul logs, I have not been able todoit. The same difficulty, 
as far as means of transportation are concerned, still exists, and I do 
not think it possible to inclose the hospital with a stockade, unless I 
resort to other means. Last fall a third line of stockade around the 
main stockade was commenced. It was intended as a covered way to 
march troops from one fort to another. It, as well as the forts them- 
selves, was never finished. A great many of the logs are lying on the 
ground, either rotting or stolen by the troops for fire-wood. I would 
most respectfully suggest that this third line of stockade be used to 
put up a stockade around the hospital. If it should be deemed expe- 
dient hereafter to finish this third line around stockade, it would be no 
more trouble to haul the logs from the woods to finish it than it would 
be to haul them to the hospital. In the meantime it would enable me 
to prevent trading going on at hospital across the present plank fence, 
only six feet high; also the numerous escapes of prisoners. 

Respectfully recommending the subject to your consideration, 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. WIRZ, 
Captain, Commanding Prison. 


HEADQUARTERS FoRT LAFAYETTE, 
New York Harbor, January 22, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. MARTIN BURKE, U.S. Army, 
Commanding Fort Lafayette: 

Str: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week end- 
ing January 22, 1865: 

Conduct—very good. Cleanliness—generally very good. Clothing— 
good. Bedding—iron bedsteads, husk mattresses, blankets, sheets, 
and pillows. State of quarters—very good. State of mess-houses— 
cleanly. State of kitchen—cleanly. Food, quality of—good. Food, 
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quantity of—circular of June 1, 1864, complied with. Water—excel- 
lent (Croton). Sinks—cleanly. Police of. grounds—excellent. Drain- 
age—good. Police of hospital—no hospital at post; prisoners very 
sick are sent to Fort Hamilton. Attendance of sick—Hospital Doctor 
Gibson attends to sick every morning. Hospital diet—none at post. 
General health of prisoners—very good. Vigilance of guard—guards 
vigilant ; prisoners verified three times during the night. 

Remarks and suggestions.—There are fifty-nine prisoners confined 
at Fort Lafayette, consisting of prisoners of war and state. Their 
treatment as regards quarters and exercise is excellent. Everything 
allowed by existing orders is furnished to them, and a good degree of 
satisfaction is expressed by them for the uniform excellence of their 
treatment. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES STEELHAMMER, 
First Lieut., Seventeenth U. 8. Infty., Post Adjt. and Insp. Officer. 


{Indorsement. } 


Treatment, &c., in accordance with instructions received, is strictly 
carried out and adhered to. 
Respectfully referred to the Commissary-General of Prisoners. 
MARTIN BURKE, 
Tieutenant-Colonel, U. S. Army, Commanding Post. 


HEADQUARTERS FoRT DELAWARE, DEL., 
January 22, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. A. SCHOEPF, Commanding Post: 


Srr: Ihave the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week end- 
ing January 21, 1865: 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—proper attention paid to. Clothing— 
good, with a few exceptions, but insufficient. Bedding—bunk and 
blankets. State of quarters—clean and comfortable. State of mess- 
houses—in an excellent condition. State of kitchen—clean and well 
conducted. Food, quality of—very good. Food, quantity of—suffi- 
cient. Water—good and sufficient. Sinks—are kept clean. Police of 
grounds—well conducted. Drainage—very good. Police of hospital— 
well conducted. Attendance of sick—prisoners receive excellent care 
and attention. Hospital diet—very good and sufficient. General health 
of prisoners—about 84 per cent. sick; fifteen deaths during the week. 
Vigilance of guard—good. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. W. AHL, 
Captain, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General and Insp. Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS SUPERINTENDENT OF PRISON, 


Johnson’s Island, Ohio, January 22, 1865. 
Col. CHARLES W. HILL, 


Commanding U. 8. Forces, Johnson’s Island, Ohio: 
Sir: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 


the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
January 22, 1865: 


Conduct—good. Cleanliness—good. Clothing—fair. Bedding— 
plenty of blankets and straw now being issued. State of quarters— 
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fair. State of mess-houses—fair. State of kitchen—good. Food, 
quality of—good. Food, quantity of—full prisoners’ ration except pota- 
toes. Water—lake and good. Sinks—fair. Police of grounds—not 
good on account of snow and ice. Drainage—good. Police of hos- 
pital—good. Attendance of sieck—good. Hospital diet—good. Gen- 
eral health of prisoners—very good. Vigilance of guard—good. 
Remarks and suggestions.—W hole number of prisoners, 3,063; num- 
ber in hospital, 46; number of deaths since last report, 2. I would 
respectfully suggest that the following articles be added to the sutler’s 
list: Buttons (not metal), pins, shoe-strings. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. A. SCOVILL, 
Lieut, Col. 128th Regt. Ohio Vol. Infty. and Inspecting Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS Camp Morton, 
Indianapolis, Ind., January 22, 1865. 
Col. A. A. STEVENS, Commanding Camp Morton: 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station tor the week ending 
January 21, 1865: 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—good state. Clothing—good. Bed- 
ding—good. State of quarters—kept as clean as is possible. State of 
mess-houses—have none. State of kitchen—good. Food, quality of— 
first class. Food, quantity of—sufficient, being according to orders. 
Water—sufficient. Sinks—sufficient for cold weather. Police of 
grounds—covered with snow during the whole week. Drainage—com- 
plete. Policeof hospital—thorough. Attendance of sick—good. Hos- 
pital diet—first class. General health of prisoners—good, but fatality 
is greater than usual. Vigilance of guard—very strict. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. W. DAVIDSON, 
First Lieut., Veteran Reserve Corps, and Inspecting Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, D. 0., January 23, 1865. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 
Sir: In compliance with your instructions I submit herewith copies 
of all papers and correspondence filed at these headquarters in relation 
to exchange of prisoners of war.* 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 


Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Ciry Point, January 23, 1865, 
Major-General HALLECK, Chief of Staff: 
The following communication has just been received from R. Ould:t 
U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


* These inclosures are embraced in list following Townsend to Stanton, January 


21, p. 98. 
+See Ould to Grant, January 17, p 83. 
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HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, D. 0., January 23, 1865, 
Brig. Gen. H. E. PAINE, New York: 

The Secretary of War directs that the suspension of General Beall’s 
parole be revoked and that he be permitted to resume his functions as 
formerly. It is presumed that the steamer Atlanta, with the cotton 
from Mobile, will reach New York withina day or two. The delay has 
been caused by the non-delivery of the cotton by the rebel authorities. 
General Wessells has been directed to parole General Vance as 
assistant to General Beall. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


NEw YorRK, January 23, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. W. N. R. BEALL: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that the temporary sus- 
pension of your parole is terminated, and you are at liberty to resume 
your functions under the arrangement. between General Grant and 
Judge Ould. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. E. PAINE, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS FORT DELAWARE, DEL., 
January 23, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. WESSELLS, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. O.: 

Sir: I have the honor to inclose herewith a requisition for 2,000 
blankets for prisoners which you ordered to this post. From the cor- 
respondence between Generals Vance and Beall the arrangement of 
supplying their own prisoners seems very distant, and they will suffer 
if not furnished during the winter season. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. SCHOEPF, 
Brigadier-Generat. 


PENITENTIARY, SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE, 
Albany, N. Y., January 23, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. BE. A. HitcHcock: 

Sir: I have the honor to report, in answer to yours of the 20th, that 
Johuson 8. Palmer, John R. H. Embert, Braxton Lyon, and Samuel B. 
Hearn are detained here as prisoners by order of the Secretary of War. 
Having duplicate general court-martial orders in the case of the three 
last-mentioned prisoners, I inclose one for your information. I believe 
they were convicted as spies. Palmer was convicted by General 
Doubleday’s commission of “ violation of the laws and customs of war,” 
in trading with the enemy, &c., and seutenced to imprisonment until 
the termination of the present rebellion. See General Court-Martial 
Orders, No. 206, War Department, Adjutant-General’s Office, Washing- 
ton, July 25, 1864. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
AMOS PILSBURY, 
Superintendent. 
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(Indorsement. ] 
JANUARY 25, 1865, 
General WESSELLS, Commissary-General of Prisoners: 

The design of the proposed exchange of prisoners of war in irons or 
cells is to dispose of disputed cases, and includes the parties at the 
Albany penitentiary. They will be delivered with others. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. A. HITCHCOOK, 
Major-General of Volunteers. 


[Inclosure.] 


GENERAL q WAR DEPARTMENT, 
CouRT-MARTIAL ORDERS, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 274. \ Washington, August 31, 1864. 


The sentences “to be hung,” awarded by a military commission and 
promulgated in General Orders, No. 61, headquarters Middle Depart- 
ment, Eighth Army Corps, Baltimore, Md., August 8, 1864, in the cases 
of Samuel P.[B.] Hearn, Braxton Lyon, William H. Rogers [Rodgers], 
and John R. H. Embert, citizens, are commuted by the President of the 
United States to ‘‘confinement at hard labor in the penitentiary during 
the war.” 

The penitentiary at Albany, N.Y., is designated as the place of their 
confinement, to which the prisoners will be sent under suitable guard 
by orders from the department commander and delivered to the warden 
for execution of their sentence. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Report of a military commission convened at Camp Douglas, Chicago, 
Tll., in obedience to the following order, viz: 


SPECIAL ORDERS, } HEADQUARTERS POST, 
No. 23. Camp Douglas, Chicago, Ill., January 28, 1865. 
* * * * * * * 

2. A military commission is hereby ordered to meet at Camp Douglas, Chicago, 
Til., on Tuesday, the 24th instant, or as soon thereafter as practicable, to investigate 
andreport the facts in relation to the shooting of a prisoner of war while in the act 
of committing a nuisance in the prison square at Camp Douglas, Chicago, IIl., on 
the night of January 20, 1865, by Private Newell Sanford, Company A, Eighth Regi- 
ment Veteran Reserve Corps, member of provost guard, prison square, and whether 
the said Private Sanford was justifiable in accordance with existing orders in shoot- 
ing the prisoner of war. Detail for the commission: Capt. W. W. Bjerg, Company 
G, Eighth Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps; Capt. J. L. Hill, Twenty-fourth Ohio 
Battery Light Artillery; Lieut. J. W. Crawford, Company I, Eighth Regiment Vet- 
eran Reserve Corps. The officers above named will perform the duties required in 
addition to their other duties. Having accomplished the object of this order, the 
commission is dissolved. 

By command of L. C. Skinner, lientenant-colonel Eighth Regiment Veteran 


Reserve Corps, commanding post: 
E. R.. P.. SHURLY, 
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Camp DOUGLAS, 
Chicago, 1ll., February 10, 1865—10 a. m. 


The commission met pursuant to the preceding order. Present, 
Capt. J. L. Hill, Twenty-fourth Ohio Battery Light Artillery, and 
Lieut. J. W. Crawford, Company I, Eighth Regiment Veteran Reserve 
Corps, who proceeded to business and elicited from the testimony of 
witnesses, under oath, the following facts: That on the evening of the 
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20th of January, 1865, Private Newell Sanford, of Company A, Highth 
Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps, member of the provost guard, prison 
square, Camp Douglas, Chicago, Ill., did shoot a prisoner of war by 
the name of William A. Chance, Company A, Thirty-third Alabama 
Regiment, who was at the time committing nuisance (urinating) in a 
street of said square, and that the said Private Sanford in shooting 
said prisoner of war was acting in obedience to the orders and under 
the command of Capt. J. H. Hastings, Fifteenth Regiment Veteran 
Reserve Corps, and that, therefore, said Private Newell Sanford was 
justifiable in shooting said prisoner of war. 
J. L. HILL, 
Captain, Commanding Twenty-fourth Ohio Battery. 
JAMES W. CRAWFORD, 
First Lieut. Co. I, Highth Regt. Vet. Reserve Corps, and Recorder. 


[First indorsement. ] 
HEADQUARTERS Post, 
Camp Douglas, Chicago, Ill., February 13, 1865. 


Respectfully forwarded to the Commissary-General of Prisoners, 
Washington, D, O. Approved. 
B. J. SWEET, 
Colonel Highth Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps, Comdg. Post. 


OFFICE PROVOST-MARSHAL OF PRISONERS, 
Rock.Island Barracks, Ill., January 23, 1865. 
Col. A. J. JOHNSON, Commanding Post: 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
January 23, 1865: 

Conduct—very good. Cleanliness—good. Olothing—good. Bed- 
ding—none. State of quarters—very good. State of mess-houses— 
no mess-houses. State of kitchen—very good. Food, quality of— 
good. Food, quantity of—as per circular from Commissary-General of 
Prisoners. Water—good. Sinks—not good. Police of grounds— 
very good. Drainage—good. Police of hospital—very good. Attend- 
ance of sick—very good. Hospital diet—very good. General health of 
prisoners—good. Vigilance of guard—good. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. P. CARAHER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Fourth Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps 
and Provost-Marshal of Prisoners, Inspecting Officer. 


OFFICE SUPT. AND INSPECTOR OF MILITARY PRISONS, 
Saint Louis, Mo., January 23, 1865. 
Col. J. H. BAKER, ; 
Provost-Marshal-General, Department of the Missouri: 

Siz: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week end- 
ing January 23, 1865: 

Conduct—nothing to complain of. Cleanliness—moderate. Cloth- 
ing—sufficient, with a few exceptions. Bedding—good and comforta- 
ble. State of quarters—neat and clean. State of mess-houses—as 
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clean as can be made. State of kitchen—about the same. Food, 
quality of—good. Food, quantity of—according to regulations. 
Water—plenty. Sinks—clean, but on account of the cold weather 
not very comfortable. Police of grounds—very good. Drainage— 
hardly sufficient for a long term of cold weather. Police of hospital— 
very good. Attendance of sick—as good as can be desired. Hospital 
diet—in charge of the medical department; according to the require- 
ments of the patients. General health of prisoners—-no noticeable 
change. Vigilance of guard—tolerably strict. 

Remarks and suggestions.—Although the expenditures recommended 
in my report of December 20 have not been resorted to, by means of 
minor repairs in the way of whitewashing, plastering, &¢., Gratiot 
Street Prison will, in my opinion, as far as cleanliness and general 
management is concerned, favorably compare with any prison in the 
West, taking into consideration the many disadvantages this prison, 
as a prison, is possessed of. I cannot refrain again expressing my 
regret at the sums swallowed by this prison for constant repairs, and 
hoping ultimately to learn a decision on my recommendation for a new 
prison. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GUST. HEINRICHS, 
Lieut. Col. Forty-first Missouri Infty. Vols. and Insp. Officer. 


{Indorsement.] 
Approved. 
J. H. BAKER, 
Colonel and Provost-Marshal-General, Dept. of the Missourr. 


HEADQUARTERS FEDERAL PRISON, 
Cahaba, Ala., January 23, 1865. 
General J. D. IMBODEN, Augusta, Ga.: 

GENERAL: On the morning of Friday, January 20, there was a 
mutiny in the Federal prison under my command. The prisoners 
simultaneously rushed apon the interior guards, disarmed and cap- 
tured them. They then placed them under guard in the water-closets. 
Two sentinels posted at the entrance of the main prison from the 
stockade succeeded in making their escape and in giving the alarm to 
the sentries on the ramparts and the reserve guard. A courier was 
dispatched to the commanding officer of the troops at the post, who 
promptly ordered out the battalion under arms. A piece of artillery 
was brought to bear upon the prisoners, and all was very soon quieted 
down and inquest made for the ringleaders. I issued an order stop- 
ping the rations of the prisoners until the ringleaders were announced. 
This had the effect of securing five witnesses, whose testimony in the 
main is concurrent, and led to the detection and arrest of those most 
prominent in the affair. The man with whom the scheme originated 
was one George Schellar, alias Captain Hanchett, and one Robert Cox. 
This Schellar was captured by General Forrest near Nashville, Tenn., 
December 3, 1864. He was disguised as a citizen and was so regis- 
tered and imprisoned by the provost-marshal-general of the Army of 
Tennessee, and at every post where it became necessary in ‘his transit 
to this place. You will see by his confession that he declares his 
object to have been to be speedily sent through the lines. The most 
probable conjecture is that he dressed himself as a citizen and put 
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himself in position to be captured, for the purpose of obtaining informa- 
tion of the strength and movements of the Confederate forces. 

After the defeat of the mutiny I made a demand upon his company 
in the prison for him, but could get no satisfaction. I then stationed 
his messmates along a line and passed all the prisoners, requiring 
them to identify and point him out as he passed. I did not succeed. 
I then took the prisoners that I had arrested and placed them on my 
right. Among these was one of the informers who knew him. iL 
‘instructed him to put his foot upon mine as he approached. I then 
again passed the prisoners through a guard at open ranks, and by the 
strategy indicated above I succeeded in arresting him. He was very 
much excited, and when I addressed him by his alias he confessed 
that he was not George Schellar, but Captain Hanchett, of Company 
M, Sixteenth Illinois Cavalry, and at the time of his capture acting 
assistant adjutant-general on Colonel Capron’s staff, commanding a 
brigade. The prisoner had shaved off his moustache and whiskers, 
changed his clothes, and otherwise tried to disguise himself. This he 
did to avoid detection. The investigation was conducted by several 
officers and myself before the commandant of the post, and from the 
testimony and his own confession, &c., he is undoubtedly the ring- 
leader of the mutiny and a most unmitigated scoundrel. All of us 
who were present at this investigation are thoroughly convicted, not 
only of his guilty leadership in this mutiny, but that he is an exceed- 
ingly dangerous and bad man. The colonel commanding post is thor- 
oughly of the opinion that his mission among us was that of a spy. 
Hence he was securely ironed and with seven of his confederates con- 
fined in a dungeon in the county jail. 

By reading the inclosed transcript of the testimony elicited in the 
investigation you will be able to form a pretty correct opinion of the 
history of this transaction and the degree of guilt which attaches to 
each particular individual under arrest. During the excitement not a 
single prisoner effected his escape. 

The question which I desire answered is: What course is it proper 
to pursue with the chiefs of this mutiny and those who were leagued 
with them? Having no statute, regulation, or precedent to govern us, 
we are at a loss to know what course to adopt, and I most respectfully 
ask the instructions of the general commanding. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. A. M. HENDERSON, 
Captain, Commanding. 
{Indorsement. ] 


Post OF CAHABA, ALA., January 25, 1865. 
Respectfully forwarded for the information of and orders from the 
brigadier-general commanding the prison department. 
I am fully convinced that Captain Hanchett, alias Schellar, is a spy 
and a dangerous man and deserves a spy’s fate. 
S. JONES, 
Lieutenant-Oolonel, Commanding Post. 


(Inclosire.] 


Evidence elicited at the headquarters of the post concerning the mutiny 


in Federal prison, Cahaba, Ala., January 20, between the hours [of'| 
Sand 4 a.m. é 


Arrest—George Schellar, alias Captain Hanchett, called. Was told 
by commandant that he would not be required to give evidence against 
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himself, but that if he had any voluntary statement to make to pro- 
ceed. Said he is captain of Company M, Sixteenth Illinois Cavalry. 
At time captured was acting assistant adjutant-general Colonel 
Capron’s staff, commanding brigade. The inducement for him to pass 
himself as a citizen was that Colonel Kofer said that the citizens would 
be passed through the lines immediately. Was not the instigator of 
the mutiny, but took part in it. 

Arrest—Private Robert Cox, Company G, One hundred and 
fifteenth Ohio, called. Does not know anything about the mutiny. 
Heard a noise and got up and walked toward the front entrance, and 
Captain Hanchett grabbed him by the arm, handed him a musket, and 
told him to take it, which he did, and set it down about two paces 
from the place where he received it. Captain Hanchett continued to 
run to and fro from the entrance of the prison, calling for 100 men, and 
when he failed to get them ordered everybody to their bunks. Does 
not know how many were engaged in the mutiny. Heard the men 
speaking of the attempt to break out one week before, but does not 
remember any names. He recognized Captain Hanchett as the man 
who placed the musket in his hands. 

Witness—Francis M. Prim, M, Nineteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, 
called. Recognizes Robert Cox, One hundred and fifteenth Ohio, as 
one of three men who charged up to the entrance with a musket in his 
hand. When they charged the guard they ran. Recognizes Captain 
Hanchett as the man who ran over him in returning from the main 
entrance to the middle of the prison, as also he who called for 100 men. 

Arrest—Private John W. Lightbody, Company D, Eighteenth Ohio 
Infantry, called. Knew nothing about the mutiny until the alarm 
was given. When he got up saw three muskets lying between the 
bunks at the entrance. Knew nothing about the plan to capture the 
guards. Knows nothing about Captain Hanchett. Heard men crying 
out “the guard has been captured,” and “get up.” Captain Hanchett 
had on citizens’ clothes and wore a heavy beard. 

Witness—Private George [| W.]| Salter, D, Third Iowa Cavalry, called. 
Recognizes Captain Hanchett and Private Cox as being the two men 
who charged the guard at the entrance with muskets. Mentions that 
John W. Lightbody, Eighteenth Ohio, told him the evening before 
the mutiny that it was the purpose of the prisoners to break out that 
night. Recognizes Lightbody as the man who was busily engaged in 
the middle of the prison when 100 men were called for. Heard him 
say, ‘‘Come on, boys,” and when they did not respond Captain Hanchett 
said, “‘Let them go; they are a damned set of cowards.” 

Witness—Citizen Jacob E. Lachler, passenger on steamer Prairie 
State, citizen of Pennsylvania, called. Belongs to same mess as Cap- 
tain Hanchett. Knew nothing of mutiny until he heard a guard halloo. 
Captain Hanchett represented himself as a citizen. Did not tell his 
mess of the intended mutiny. 

Citizen E. McCullough, pilot steamer Prairie State, plying between 
Nashville and Saint Louis, stated substantially the same as Lachler. 

Witness—Citizen E. Baker, New York, captured on the turnpike, 
five miles from Nashville, called. In Government employ. First he 
knew of the disturbance was that he heard some one hallooing. Cap- 
tain Hanchett messes with him, but did not inform the mess of the 
mutiny. It was the prevalent opinion among the prisoners that Cap- 
tain H.was the instigator of the plot. Recognizes Hanchett as the man 
who went into the prison under the name of George Schellar. Recog- 
nizes Hanchett and Schellar as identical. 
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Arrest—George W. Riley, corporal, Twenty-seventh Ilinois Infantry, 
called. Knows nothing at all about the mutiny. 

Arrest—Private G. Hammarberg, H, Ninth Minnesota Infantry, 
called. Told George Salter, D, Third Iowa Cavalry, that George 
Riley told him that a certain whistle would blow, and if he heard 
another whistle he must get up and give help. Then asked him if they 
thought they could get out of prison. Replied, ‘did not think they 
could;” ‘“‘have seen so many trials made at it.” Recognizes G. W. 
- Riley, corporal, Twenty-seventh Illinois, as the man who told him about 
the whistle. Says he did not hear the second whistle. Did not see 
Riley during the disturbance. First he knew of the riot was when the 
Confederate officer came in the prison and demanded the muskets of 
the prisoners. Heard that there was a captain of the U.S. Army who 
was “playing off citizen” in prison. Heard some one call for 100 men. 
a short time before the Confederate officer came into the prison, and as 
he entered he heard some one say “Lay down.” / 

Witness—Private George Sherman, I‘ourth Michigan Cavalry, called. 
Says a man by the nameof Becker he saw running through the prison 
calling for 100 men. Saw James Morrison running through prison with 
agun. George Hoff, one of the instigators—— 

Arrest—Private Thompson Hanson, HE, Ninth Ohio Cavalry, called. 
Knew nothing about the plot of the prisoners to get out. é 

Arrest—Martin A. Becker, Company D, Thirteenth Wisconsin Infan- 
try, cook for sick in prison, called. Said: 

Didn’t get out of my bunk night of riot but once, and that to goto spring. About 
half-past 4 a. m. was aroused by a noise in the middle of prison, when I raised up 
in my bunk and saw four or five men holding a man, whom they said had been steal- 
ing blankets. I immediately afterward heard a man call for 100 men, and say, ‘‘ The 
guards are captured.” Soon after I heard a man say, “Lay down.” I deny that I 


am oneof those who called for 100 men. It was the prevailing opinion in the prison 
that Captain Hanchett was one of the leaders in the disturbance. 


Arrest—James Morrison, Company G, Nineteenth Pennsylvania 
Cavalry, cook for sick in prison, called. First he knew of the disturb- 
ance was when the men were ordered back by a Confederate officer. 
Then said: 


The first I heard of the disturbance was some one calling out, ‘‘He will never steal 
another blanket.” Shortly afterward I saw several men running through the prison 
with guns, and heard one of them crying out for 100 men. 


Arrest—Osmond F. Foster, I, Seventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, called, 
said: 


Did not get off my bunk the night of the disturbance. First I knew of it heard 
some one say something about stealing a blanket. Captain Hanchett, under his 
assumed name of George Schellar, was introduced to me on his arrival at prison, and 
was represented to be a steward on a steam-boat; shortly after heard he was a cap- 
tain in the U.S. Army. Never told any person that Becker was the leader of a pre- 
vious plan in which 200 men were enlisted, but which was not executed, nor that ho 
was one of the participants in this mutiny. Recognize Becker as the man who is 
now under arrest. Knew nothing about the mutiny beforehand. It was tho pre- 
vailing opinion of the prisoners that Captain Hanchett was the leader of the mutiny. 
Recognize him as one of the men now under arrest. Heard since the riot that about 
twenty or twenty-five were engaged init. Do not know the intention of the men 


in case they succeeded. Was not a participant, and knew nothing of it before it 
occurred. 


Arrest—George H. Hoff, F, One hundred and fourteenth Illinois 
Infantry: 


Knew nothing of the riot until I saw a piece of artillery in the door of the 
prison and bearing upon my bunk, when I got down and went inside the main bunk- 
room. The first I knew of the riot was I heard some one cry, ‘Steal another 
blanket, will you?” Also one cailing out for 100 men. I raised up from my bunk 
and saw a Confederate officer standing in the door with a piece of artillery, aud 
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_ demanding the muskets taken from the guards. I then got down from my bunk and 
went to another partof the prison on which the cannon was not bearing. I thought 
the Plot to get out avery foolish one. I could not myself have escaped, as ] was 
wounded. 


Doctor Whitfield, surgeon of the prison, was here called in to examine 
the prisoner, to see if he was physically disabled to make a march, and 
testified that he is capable of making a march any distance, and “not 
at all incapacitated from his wound.” 

Prisoner recalled: 


I did not know a single man engaged in the plot, but said that I would remain in 
prison 122 days before ] would inform on the mutineers, if I knew. 


Arrest—Patrick Ponsonby, G, Thirteenth Illinois Infantry: 


About 8 o’clock the night of the riot I was sitting on my bunk when one of the 
men came tome and asked if I knew anything about the break they intended to 
make that night. I told him that I did not, and that it would be very foolish as I 
once broke out of prison at Meridian and afterward gaye myself up, knowing I 
could not make our lines. Miller was the name of the man who asked me if I knew 
anything about the plot. The next morning I was awakened by men crying out 
“He will not steal another blanket.” Shortly after I heard some one calling for 
100 men. So far as I could see there was no response to the call, but many of the 
prisoners cried out, ‘‘Lay down. Lay down.” About ten minutes afterward a 
Confederate officer came to the door of the prison with a cannon and demanded of 
the prisoners the guns. Was told that Captain Hanchett came into the prison as a 
citizen, but heard that after the riot he changed his citizens’ clothes and said that he 
was a captaininthe U. 8.Army. It was the prevailing opinion of the prisoners that 
Captain Hanchett was a captain in the U. 8. Army and that he was the instigator 
of the mutiny. 


Witness—George Sherman, recalled: 


I know Martin A. Becker; saw him running about the prison and calling for 100 
men; attention drawn to him by his cries for men. This was after it had been 
announced that the guards had been captured. Becker said, ‘‘The guards have all 
been mugged—and my God, boys, ain’t you going to stand by me?” (Identified 
Becker under arrest as the man.) Prisoner said, ‘‘Lay down; did you never see a 
erazy man?” and did not manifest a disposition to join him. Becker went to the 
back part of the prison and I saw no more of him. Thompson Hanson told me that 
Becker was one of the instigators of the mutiny. I was informed that only twenty 
men attacked the guards and that they depended on others joining them. I know 
James Morrison; I saw him before the men were ordered back by Confederate officers, 
running from the front entrance with a gun. This was before 100 men were called 
for. Shortly after leaving the entrance two men turned off to the right and went 
down the dead-line, and Morrison moved in the direction of the privy. This the 
last I saw ofhim. I know Osmond F. Foster; did not see him the night of the dis- 
turbance; I saw him after and he told me that ‘‘ we got up a plan before in which a 
large number were engaged, and before the time occurred some one turned traitor 
and the scheme was abandoned. ‘This time we thought it best to have only 
twenty.” Fosteradmitted to me that he was a participator. I know George H. Hoff. 
Did not see him on the night of the riot; he told me the next morning that there 
was a major-general in there who got up the mutiny. Said he knew who the muti- 
neers were, but that he would stay in prison 122 days and fast before he would give 
any information. Did not say that he had anything to do with it. I know Patrick 
Ponsonby; was sitting on a bunk with Thompson Hanson and Ponsonby passed ; 
Hanson pointed to him and remarked, ‘‘There is a man who was engaged in the 


tiny.” 
+s H. A. M, HENDERSON, 
Captain, Commanding Prison. 


[Indorsement. ] 


Hpars. C. 8. Min. PRISONS WEST OF SAVANNAH’ RIVER, 
Augusta, Ga., February 15, 1865. 
Respectfully forwarded for information of and instructions from Hon- 
orable Secretary of War. — 
I have approved the course of Captain Henderson in ironing and con- 
fining these mutineers, but under orders of the Adjutant and Inspector 
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General of date January 24, 1865, they have been ordered to be released, 
except Captain Hanchett, in whose case I have ordered a trial on the 
charge of being a spy, the result of which will be communicated to the 
War Department as soon as ascertained. I inclose copy of an order 
which I have published in consequence of this mutiny. 
J. D. IMBODEN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


[Inclosure. ] 


“WEST.OF THE SAVANNAH RIVER, 
No. 2. Augusta, Ga., February 15, 1865. 

I. In consequence of a recent mutiny and attempted escape of pris- 
oners from the military prison at Cahaba, Ala., it is ordered that if any 
prisoner or prisoners of war confined in any of the military prisons in 
the States of Georgia, Alabama, or Mississippi shall engage in any 
mutiny or attempt by force to escape, the guard shall instantly fire 
upon the mutineers and, if necessary, upon the whole body of prisoners 
until perfect order is restored. And every prisoner found with arms in 
his hands at the time of any mutiny or forcible attempt to escape shall 
be instantly shot to death; and this penalty will in no case be remitted 
where such armed prisoner is overpowered by or surrendered to the 
guard on the suppression of a mutiny. 

II. The brigadier-general commanding directs that all prisoners of 
war who conduct themselves in an orderly manner shall be treated 
with that humanity becoming the Christian people of these Confederate 
States, who, notwithstanding the barbarous atrocities inflicted upon 
them by a cruel and merciless foe, have not yet learned to forget their 
own high civilization, but he is resolved that no ruffianism shall be 
tolerated amongst the prisoners under his control. 

III. This order will be published to those confined in the prisons of 
this department, and their own conduct will then determine whether 
their lives are to be spared or not. 

By order of brig. Gen. J. D. Imboden, commanding: 

G. W. MoPHAIL, 
Aide-de-Camp and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hoagrs. C. S. MILITARY PRISONS 


RICHMOND, January 24, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. U. 8. Grant, U.S. Army: 


Sir: Your communication of the 19th instant, inclosing the names of 
a number of gentlemen who have been selected by the U. S. Christian 
Commission to go South for the purpose of visiting our prisons, has 
been received. You further state that any privilege granted in the 
matter would be extended to an equal number of gentlemen sent by us 
for similar purposes, and that such action might probably serve to 
satisfy the friends of prisoners both North and South of the exag- 
geration of the reports of suffering so rife in both sections. 

On the 24th of January, 1864, in a letter to Major-General Hitchcock, 
commissioner of exchange, I proposed that a proper number of surgeons, 
to be selected by their own government, should be permitted to attend 
prisoners on each side, respectively, for the purpose of taking charge of 
their health and comfort, receiving and distributing contributions and 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION AND CONFEDERATE. 123 


making report of any matters relating to the welfare of the parties 
under their care. Although just one year has elapsed since the date 
of that communication no answer has been returned. 

I have no doubt but that the persons referred to in your letter 
are very respectable gentlemen; yet they are certainly not as well 
Suited to minister to the wants of prisoners as accredited officers 
whose routine of duty makes them peculiarly fitted to relieve the sick and 
wounded. I therefore respectfully suggest that your application be so 
changed as to embrace my offer so long treated with silence. I am 
quite confident that all the interests of humanity will be promoted by 
the modification. 

It is true that your prisoners are suffering. It is one of the calami- 
ties and necessities of the war, made so not by our choice. We have 
done everything we can consistently with the duty we owe to our- 
selves. We intend to do the same in the future. - But that great suffer- 
ing must ensue if your prisoners remain in our hands is very certain. 
For that reason I propose that all of them be delivered to you in 
exchange, man for man and officer for officer, according to grade, for 
those of ours whom you hold. Will not the cause of humanity be far 
more promoted by such a course than even if, as you suggest, the friends 
of prisoners both North and South are satisfied of the exaggeration of 
the reports of suffering so rife in both sections? If, however, prisoners 
are to remain in confinement, at Jeast let us mutually send to their 
relief and comfort stationary agents whose official duty requires them 
to devote all their time and labor to their sacred mission. 

For the reasons stated I decline the proposed visit of the gentlemen 
to whom yourefer. In doingso I shall be glad to hear from you whether 
either of the alternatives presented meets with your favor. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 


Agent of Exchange. 


Hogrs. U. 8. Troops, Ciry AND HARBOR OF NEW YORK, 
January 24, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. E. PAINE, New York: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to call your attention to the inclosed 
copy of an order directed to me.* I respectfully state that I arrived 
here to-day from Mobile Bay direct with a cargo of cotton on the 
U. S. S. transport Atlanta, now lying at Pier No. 41, North River, 
which by my orders I am directed to turn over to Major-General 
Trimble or Brigadier-General Beall, of the rebel army. 

I have been informed at headquarters Department of the East that 
you have been designated by the United States Government as the 
officer to transact some portion of the business, and I respectfully 
request information regarding the time and place I can deliver the 
cotton to the officer designated. Will you please appoint a time and 
place for me to see you in person as soon as convenient? 

My address is 33 Beekman street. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant 
Bear ist FRANK G. NOYES, 
Captain and Commissary of Subsistence. 


*See Vol. VII, this series, p, 1265. 
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New York, January 24, 1865. 
Capt. FRANK G. Novus, 33 Beekman Street, New York: 

CaprTatin: In reply to your note of this date I have the honor to 
suggest that we meet at noon to-morrow at 48 Bleecker street, General 
Hunt’s headquarters. 4 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. FE. PAINE, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


NEw YORK, January 24, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. W. N. R. BEALL, New York Hotel: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that the long expected 
cotton has arrived on the U.S. S. transport Atlanta, which now lies 
at Pier 41, North River, and I am to have an interview with the 
officer in charge at 48 Bleecker street (General Hunt’s headquarters) ~ 
at noon to-morrow, at which time and place I should be pleased to meet 
you if convenient. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. E. PAINE, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS FoRT LAFAYETTE, 
New York Harbor, January 24, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. WESSELLS, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. C.: 

Srr: Inclosed you will receive a certified copy of a letter* received 
this day from Brig. Gen. H. E. Paine, U. S. Volunteers, the person who 
brought Brig. Gen. W. N. R. Beall, C. 8S. Army, to this post, upon the 
receipt of which J have this day released General Beall. 

Very respecttully, your obedient servant, 
MARTIN BURKE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, U. S. Army, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY STATION, 
Alton, Ill., January 24, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. WESSELLS, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. C.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to transmit herewith a special roll of 
prisoners belonging to various regiments in the service of the United 
States who enlisted in the Tenth Tennessee (rebel) Regiment+ while 
held by the rebel authorities as prisoners of war at Andersonville, Ga., 
and were captured by the U.S. forces at Egypt Station, Miss., in Gen- 
eral Grierson’s late expedition. These men were received here with 
other prisoners of war on January 17, 1865, and were duly reported as 
such, but special rolls corresponding with the accompanying were 
received at the same time from the authorities sending the prisoners. 
The remarks on the rolls and the accompanying letter of Colonel Noble, 
Third Iowa Cavalry, will explain the status and history of these men 
as far as known at these headquarters. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ROY STONE, 
Brevet Brigadier-General, Comdg. Military Prison and Post. 


“See Paine to Beall, January 23, p. 114. t+ List omitted. 
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(inclosure No. 1.] 


STEAMER E, H. FAIRCHILD, 
; En Route for Cairo, Ill., January 13, 1865. 
Lieut. Jonn 8. LYTLE, 
Highth Iowa Infantry Volunteers, 
In Charge of Rebel Prisoners of War on Board: 

Sir: At the request of Capt. Samuel Wilson, provost-marshal, post 
Memphis, Tenn., communicated to me by yourself, I have to make the 
following statement touching the prisoners of war now in your custody 
and whose names are set forth on the roll to which this paper is attached: 
These men were captured by the First Brigade of Brigadier-General 
Grierson’s troops, under command of Colonel Kargé, Second New Jersey 
Cavalry, at Egypt Station (Mobile and Ohio Railroad), on the morning 
of the 28th of December, 1864, with several hundred more prisoners 
belonging to the rebel army, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Burke, of the rebel service, and have, as they claim, been formerly in 
the service of the United States in the various regiments designated 
opposite their names on the roll. On the evening previous to the 
engagement at Egypt several of these men designated on the rolis 
deserted the rebels and, coming into our lines, gave information of the 
force opposed to us and reported that many of these men would not 
resist us in battle. In the engagement which ensued in the morning 
this proved true in many instances, although the fight was a severe one 
and required great valor on the part of Colonel Kargé’s cavalry to gain 
the victory. The general report of these men to me during the time 
they were under my charge from Vicksburg to Memphis agrees in the 
following particulars: That they were prisoners of war at Anderson- 
ville, Ga., when they enlisted in the Confederate service; that at the 
time they were in great want of food, fuel, and clothing, which, with 
exposure to weather, rendered disease and death imminent to them all, 
and that many dead were carried from among the prisoners daily; that 
they were told there would be no exchange of prisoners, and if they 
would enlist in the Confederate service they would be received, taken 
from prison and treated like other Confederate troops; that these (on 
the rolls) were enlisted by Lieutenant-Colonel Burke, now a prisoner 
on board, and have been under his command since; that they were 
enlisted under an oath they do not now remember and many of them 
claim with the design and determination on their part to rejoin our 
ranks at the first opportunity, and that they did avail themselves of the 
only opportunity that had presented itself; that they were never fully 
trusted by the Confederates, being deprived of many privileges extended 
to other troops, kept under strict camp guard and unarmed; that they 
were given muskets on the day before the affair in which they were 
captured, and ammunition; but on the night before that foreigners were 
first solicited, but many others finally taken, and that they now wish to 
be sent to their old regiments to fight for the Union. These statements 
will not apply universally but generally to this class of prisoners. 

My regiment was not in the engagement when these men were cap- 
tured, nor do I know of my own knowledge their acts before and in 
the fight, but state that in this particular—which was communicated 
to me by officers on the march, this communication being given on the 
request before mentioned and to form the foundation for further inquiry 
by the authorities of the Government if deemed important—from my 
intercourse with these men, I believe that most of them are worthy of 
clemency, a few of special favor, but many at the same time are not to 
be trusted. Astothe more general effect of the treatment of these 
men upon other prisoners in the rebel prisons, and again upon the rebel 
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Government, I am not called upon to express, and Brigadier-General 
Grierson (now under orders to report to Louisville, Ky.), Colonel 
Kargé, Second New Jersey Cavalry, at Memphis, Tenn.., and Capt. S. L. 
Woodward, assistant adjutant-general on General Griersou’s staff, can 
give more definite information in reference to the peculiar status of 
these men and the acts of particular individuals than is within my 
knowledge. ae, 
Very respectfu ours 
lah nae JOHN W. NOBLE, 
Colonel Third Iowa Cavalry. 


{Inclosure No. 2.] 


Extracts from reports of officers commanding troops in the expedition 
which resulted in the skirmish at Egypt Station, Miss., December 28, 
1864, with reference to the capture by the Union forces of certain men 
who had enlisted in the Confederate Army while prisoners of war in 
rebel prisons. 


Brig. Gen. B. H. Grierson, commanding Cavalry Division, Department 
of the Mississippi, and the expeditions, reports the capture of 500 pris- 
oners at Egypt Station, adding “* * * over 100 of the prisoners 
captured at Egypt formerly belonged to our army, and were recruited 
from Southern prisons into the rebel service, and most of whom, I 
believe, were induced to join their ranks from a desire to escape a 
loathsome confinement. J commend them to the leniency of the Goy- 
ernment * * *.” 

Col. Joseph: Kargé, Second New Jersey Cavalry, commanding First 
Brigade, Cavalry Division, Department of the Mississippi, whose com- 
mand was the principal force engaged, merely reports the capture of 
500 prisoners, making no mention of their character. The Second 
Brigade, Cavalry Division, Department of the Mississippi, was not 
engaged at Egypt Station. 

Col. E. D. Osband, Third U.S. Cavalry (colored), commanding Third 
Brigade, Cavalry Division, Department of the Mississippi, makes no 
mention of the character of the prisoners taken by his command. 


RICHMOND, January 24, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN H. WINDER, Columbia, 8. C.: 

The Federal authorities having released all our prisoners of war 
whom they held in close confinement or in irons, you will have theirs 
released also. 

S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


HEADQUARTERS PRISONS EAST OF MISSISSIPPI RIVER, 
Columbia, 8. C., January 24, 1865. 
General S. CooPER, Adjutant and Inspector General: 


GENERAL: There are now at Andersonville, Ga., more troops than 
are necessary for guard to the prison. I had intended to order the 
Second Regiment Georgia Reserves to the prisons in South Carolina, 
where they are much needed, but I find the law authorizing the trans- 
fer of reserves out of their States has expired by its own limitations. 
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I therefore cannot do it. I understand that application has been made 
to General Hardee to send the Georgia reserves now with his army to 
Andersonville. I have written to him requesting that it may not be 
done, and I request that in no event may the headquarters of the 
reserves be placed at any of the prisons, as it has been found that as 
there is nothing but the prison it is much better that the officer com- 
manding prison should command the whole. 

The Georgia reserves now with General Hardee and those not 
required at Andersonville might be profitably employed at Augusta or 
some other point in Georgia. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. H. WINDER, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS PRISONS EAST OF MISSISSIPPI RIVER, 
Columbia, S. U., January 24, 1865, 
General S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. : 


GENERAL: I hope you will not consider me troublesome on the sub- 
ject of the safety of the prisoners of war, but it is a question of so 
much importance, and my information concerning the movements of 
the two armies being derived entirely from the public print and rumor, 
I did not feel satisfied to act without the opinion and advice from 
higher authority. As at present advised I do not think any point 
west and south of the Savannah River safe, but from the re-enforce- 
ments now arriving for the defense of South Carolina I think the 
point selected on the Charlotte and Columbia Railroad is as safe as any 
place I could now find. I havé been and am still making preparations 
to complete the new prison. We have been delayed in the completion 
of the work by the interruption of the communications between this 
point and Charleston, which has prevented the district attorney from 
examining the title deeds to the property. That examination is now 
completed and the purchase made. The work will be pushed forward 
with all dispatch, and I hope very soon to have it occupied. I shall, 


agreeable to the indorsement of the Secretary, put myself incom- 


munication with the department commander and shall govern myself 
accordingly. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO: H. WINDER, 
Brigadier- General. 


(First indorsement.] 
ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
February 4, 1865. 


Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. 
H. L. OLAY, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[Second indorsement. ] 
FEBRUARY 13, 1865. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL: 
The removal of the prisoners of war from Columbia and Florence to 
points of greater safety in North Carolina has been ordered. 


By order: 
J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 
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[JANUARY 25, 1865.—For Grant to Stanton, in relation to an order 
allowing prisoners of war to purchase food and clothing, see Series 1h 
Vol. XLVI, Part II, p. 253.] 


Hpagrs. Dist. oF WEST FLORIDA AND SOUTH ALABAMA, 

East Pascagoula, Miss., January 25, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. C. T. COURISTENSEN, Assistant Adjutant-General : 

‘COLONEL: In obedience to instructions received from headquarters 
Military Division of West Mississippi, dated January 23, 1865, in regard 
to alleged delays in receiving and shipping the cotton delivered at Mobile 
for the benefit of prisoners of war held by the United States, I have the 
honor toreport that upon the7th of December, 1864, having been officially 
notified on the 6th of the agreement made between the lieutenant-general 
commanding the Armies of the United States and Mr. Ould, agent of 
exchange, and directed by Major-General Halleck to carry it into exe- 
cution, I addressed under flag of truce to the commanding officer at 
Mobile, Ala., an official communication, a copy of which, marked A,* is 
herewith transmitted, together with a copy of the reply to the same, 
marked B, and dated December 12, 1864;+ that upon the 24th of Decem- 
ber, 1864, an official communication from commanding officer at Mobile, 
dated December 22, 1864, was sent into my line at Franklin Creek, 
Miss., a copy of which is transmitted herewith, marked C,t my reply to 
which copy inclosed, marked D,§ dated December 25, was forwarded 
at daylight of that date for delivery via Mobile Bay, and was delivered 
on December 26, Capt. IF. G. Noyes, the officer detailed by Special 
Orders, No. 61, from these headquarters, being in charge of such letter. 

These letters comprise the entire correspondence had with me on the 
subject up to January 16 of this year, at which date the U. S. S. 
Atlanta sailed for New York with 827 bales of the cotton, the balance, 
170 bales—three bales being deficient—having been forwarded to New 
Orleans per schooner for shipment from that port. 

In the interim between December 26, the date of delivering my 
reply, and January 13, 1865, when the cargo was delivered for transfer 
tothe Atlanta, the authorities at Mobile were never in readiness to 
deliver the cotton, although it may have been, as is alleged, ready on 
board of the lighter on December 23, as it perhaps had been for some 
time previous in waiting for an opportunity to run the blockade. In 
this interim, however, two vessels, a seagoing steamer and a naval 
steam-tug, with all officers and men engaged, were kept constantly in 
waiting by the authorities and at the sole expense of the Government 
of the United States; nor was there in all this time, not even from 
December 7, the date of my first communication on the subject, a 
single moment when there was not an immediate readiness on the part 
of the United States to receive and transmit this cotton. 

I have the honor to forward inclosed, upon letter sheet marked M, || 
a copy of a portion of the correspondence between Captain Jenkins, 
U.S. Navy, commanding in Mobile Bay, and the commanding officer 
at Mobile, to which, as well as to the copy of an indorsement by Captain 
Jenkins, I respectfully invite attention. ; 

The facility with which the commanding officer at Mobile, Ala., can 
notify Captain Jenkins, U.S. Navy, in the letter of December 19, of 
his present readiness to transfer the cotton, and the facility with which 


*See Vol. Vil, this series, p. 1200. t Ibid., p. 1261. 


t [bid., p. 1217. § Ibid., p. 1271. 
\| Tbid., pp. 1247, 1276, 1277. 
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he can find apologies for not doing it, is no less remarkable than his 
expression of a desire to be informed “if there is any impediment to 
the immediate transfer,” which latter, in connection with any attempt 
to fasten responsibility for delay upon the authorities of the United 
States, must be presumed to have been written unfairly, with a view 
to the creation or suggestion of some “impediment.” 

I have also the honor to forward copies of letters received from the 
officer detailed under Special Orders, No. 61, while in Mobile Bay await- 
ing the delivery of the cotton, marked and dated as follows: No. 1, 
January 5, 1865; No. 2, January 13, 1865; No. 3, January 16, 1865.* 

The apologies proffered by the authorities at Mobile for their delays 
and the repeated failures of their promises, when compared with any 
imputations of delay or neglect made against the authorities of the 
United States, present the same contrast that facts always do to fiction. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GORDON GRANGER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


{Indorsement.] 


Hpqes. MILITARY DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI, 
New Orleans, January 30, 1865. 

Respectfully transmitted to the Headquarters of the Army. 

The previous report from these headquarters{ in relation to the 
transfer of this cotton is fully confirmed by the within detailed state- 
ment of Major-General Granger, and shows clearly that the delay is 
due to the dilatoriness on the part of the rebel authorities at Mobile. 
General Granger has exhibited a very commendable promptness and 
an obliging and patient disposition in the execution of his part of the 
transaction, in direct contrast to that of General Maury. Hight hun- 
dred and seven bales are reported to have left Mobile Bay en route for 
New York on the 16th instant; the balance of the quantity received (170 
bales) was sent to this city by schooner for transshipment and will 
be forwarded by first opportunity. I recommend that the demurrage 
for the steamer Atlanta for the time her detention was caused by the 
rebel authorities be charged against the proceeds of this cotton. 

ED. R. 8S. CANBY, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


WASHINGTON CITY, D. C., January 25,.1865. 
Lieut. Col. Joun E, MULFoRD, U.S. Army, &c.: 

Sir: I wish again to notify you that the proper orders have been 
given for sending to you George Dusky and Lieutenant Gandy, referred 
to in Mr. Ould’s letter of November 29; and, of course, we expect the 
release of Lieutenant Hoff and Captain Boice, on the part of Mr. 
Ould. I remark, however, that Dusky has not been recognized as an 
officer. You will receive, also, four men from the penitentiary at 
Albany who have been under sentence there as spies. These, also, are 
not officers. I pray you to urge upon Mr. Ould the propriety of-releas- 
ing immediately all of the parties held prisoners in the South—if not 
already done—designated to be relieved by the arrangement approved 


*See Noyes to Montgomery, pp. 27, 67, 82, ante. 
tSee Canby to Halleck, January 10, p. 51. 
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and ordered by General Grant, upon the offer of Mr. Ould, indorsed 
upon the application for the exchange of Major Goff. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HE, A. HITCHCOCK, 
Maj. Gen. of Vols. and Commissioner for Exchange of Prisoners. 


Hpgrs. U. S. TRoops, NEw YoRK CITY AND HARBOR, 
New York, January 25, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. WESSELLS, Commissary-General of Prisoners: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to request that you will be kind enough 
to inform me which prisons contain no commissioned officers, and that 
you will forward a statement of the numbers of prisoners now held in 
the several prisons, and also that you will do me the favor to inform me 
from time to time of important changes in these numbers. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. E. PAINE, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY COMMANDER, 
Wheeling, W. Va., January 25, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. WESSELLS, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. C.: 


GENERAL: Upon the receipt of Special Orders, No. 17, from your 
office, I immediately telegraphed you that no such men as Lieutenant 
Gandy and George Dusky were confined in the military prison at this 
post. Soon afterward, upon inquiry, I learned that Lieutenant Gandy 
was undergoing sentence of ten years’ imprisonment for horse stealing, 
Wood County (W. Va.) circuit court. George Dusky is held by the 
civil authorities, under indictment for treason and robbing the mail. 
Both men are confined in the jail at this city, said jail being used also 
as a State prison for West Virginia. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES WASHBURN, 
Colonel 116th Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Military Commander 


- RICHMOND, January 25, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. Joun E. MULFORD, Assistant Agent of Exchange: 

Sir: Many communications have lately passed by flag of truce from 
prisoners on each side who have been captives for a long time. They 
complain very bitterly that others, more recently captured, some of them 
belonging to the same command as themselves, have been released, 
while they still remain in confinement. Some of these Jetters are from 
officers and men who have been prisoners since early in 1863. Cannot 
something be done for the release of these parties? Can we not at 
least deliver all on both sides who were captured before the 1st of 
August, 1863? I would much prefer that you would extend the time to 
a later date. It, however, that cannot be done, let us at least relieve 
those who were captured before that time. I will deliver man for man 
and officer for officer, according to grade. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 


RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 
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; RICHMOND, January 25, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. JoHN E, MULFORD, Assistant Agent of echt at ‘abla 
_Sre: Since the date of my letter of the 18th instant, containing a 
list of Confederate prisoners held in close confinement or irons, I have 
been reliably informed that Capt. R. G. Clarke, of the Confederate 
Army, is now confined in an iron cage in the Knoxville jail. I have 
seen a letter from him. I hope you will take immediate steps for his 
early delivery. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO, OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


[JANUARY 25, 1865.—For correspondence relating to the arrest and 
execution of Allen McReynolds, of Missouri, see Series I, Vol. XLVIII, 
Part I, pp. 643-645. ] 


Hogrs. C. S. MIL. PRIsons EAST OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Columbia, S. C., January 25, 1865. 
Capt. J. S. RICHARDSON, 
Assistant Quartermaster, Columbia, 8. C.: 
CAPTAIN: You will convert greenbacks to the amount of $200 for 
the immediate use of the prisoners with their consent, and let Lieut. 
James Ormond have it for use of our people in United States. 


Respectfully. 
f JNO. H. WINDER, 
Brigadier- General. 


48 BLEECKER STREET, New York, January 26, 1865. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, Chief of Staff U. 8S. Army: 

GENERAL: In accordance with your instructions of the 3d instant I 
have the honor to forward General Beall’s application for the transfer 
of rebel officers for the distribution of supplies. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. KE. PAINE, 


Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


[Inclosure. } 


NEW YORK, January 26, 1865. 


Brig. Gen. H. E. Parnez, U.S. Volunteers, Present : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to state that I will be ready in a day or 
two to send supplies to Elmira Depot, and respectfully ask that Capt. 
R. M. Hewitt, Capt. John R. Fellows, and Capt. Q. A. Ross, now at 
Johnson’s Island, Uhio, be at once transferred to said depot as a com- 
mittee to receive and distribute the supplies. Also that officers be 
transferred for the same purpose to all the prisons where there are no 
officers confined. I would suggest as suitable Col. A. B. Montgomery 
and Major Pendleton, at Fort Lafayette; Col. B. W. Johnson, Colonel 
Powell, Col. B. Smith, of Tennessee, Col. W. B. Shelby, Major Win- 
chester, Maj. D. S. Printup, Colonel Locke, Colonel George, of Missis- 
sippi, Colonel Maxwell, Col. ©. Phillips, Col. D. B. Penn, Col. William 
H. Luse, Colonel Murchison, at Johnson’s Island. I would further ask 
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that the officers be transferred to the prisons at the rate of one officer 
for every 2,000 men. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. N. R. BEALL, 
Brigadier-General, Provisional Army, C. 8., 
Paroled Prisoner and Agent to Supply Prisoners of War. 


48 BLEECKER STREET, New York, January 26, 1865. 


General STEWART VAN VLIET, 
Ohief Quartermaster, New York: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose for your inspection letters of 
Generals Grant and Halleck and Colonel Ould relating to supplies to 
prisoners of war. F 

You will perceive that General Beall’s supplies are to be transported 
by our Quartermaster’s Department. General Halleck’s instructions 
require the transportation to be as expeditious as possible, and I send 
you this communication to notify you that General Beall will in a day 
or two be ready to commence his shipments, the first to Elmira. I will 
make in each case the earliest possible requisition for transportation 
and hope that his stores may be promptly forwarded. Be kind enough 
to return the inclosures. 

I have the honor also to request you to furnish me an office for tem- 
porary use in the transaction of this business. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; H. E. PAINE 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. O., January 26, 1865. 
AMOS PILSBURY, Superintendent Penitentiary, Albany, N. Y.: 

Sir: In pursuance of instructions received from the Secretary of 
War I am directed by the Commissary-General of Prisoners to request 
that Johnson 8. Palmer, John R. H. Embert, Braxton Lyon, and Sam- 
uel B. Hearn, now confined at Albany penitentiary, be sent to Lieut. 
Col. John HE. Mulford, agent for exchange, Fort Monroe, Va. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. T. HARTZ, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, HpQRs. NORTHERN DEPARTMENT, 
No. 4. Cincinnati, Ohio, January 26, 1865. 


Before a general court-martial which convened at Cincinnati, Ohio, 
January 17, 1865, pursuant to Special Orders, Nos. 212, 250, and 273, 
series of 1864, from these headquarters, and of which Lieut. Col. E. L. 
Webber, Kighty-eighth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, is presi- 
dent, was arraigned and tried: 

8. B. Davis, alias Willoughby Cummings. 

CHARGE: Being a spy. 


Specification.—In this, that S. B. Davis, alias Willoughby Cummings, a rebel en 
of the United States, and being an officer in the service of the sg: baile Wontaswite 
States of Anjerica, did,on or about the lst day of January, 1865, secretly and in 
disguise, enter aud coms within the lines of the regularly authorized and organized 
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military forces of the United States, and within the States of Ohio and Michigan, 
and did, then and there, secretly and covertly lurk, in the dress of a citizen, as aspy, 
and on or about the 12th day of January, 1865, did attempt to leave the said States 
of Ohio and Michigan, with the purpose and object of going to Richmond, Va., 
there to deliver dispatches and information from certain parties, whose names are 
unknown, hostile to the Government of the United States; to Jefferson Davis, Presi- 
dent of the so-called Confederate States of America, but was arrested as a spy, on or 
about the 14th day of January, 1865, at or near Newark, within the said State of Ohio. 
To which the accused pleaded as follows: 


To the specification, guilty, except to the word *‘lurk” and the phrase “as a spy.” 
To the charge, not guilty. 
FINDING AND SENTENCE. 


4 court, after mature deliberation on the evidence adduced, find the accused as 
ollows: 


Of the specification, guilty. 
Of the charge, guilty. 
Two-thirds of the members of the court concurring therein. 


‘And the court do therefore sentence him, S. B. Davis, alias Willoughby Cummings, 
to be hung by the neck until he is dead, at such time and place as the commanding 
general may direct, two-thirds of the members of the court concurring therein. 

The proceedings, finding, and sentence in the foregoing case of S. B. 
Davis, alias Willoughby Cummings, are approved and confirmed. He 
will be sent under proper guard by the commandant of post, Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, and delivered into the custody of Col. C. W. Hill, command- 
ing at Johnson’s Island, who will see that the sentence in this case is 
duly executed at that place between the hours of 10 o’clock a. m. and 
3 o'clock p. m. of Friday, the 17th day of February, A. D. 1865, and 
make due report thereof to the commanding general. 

By command of Major-General Hooker: 

C. H. POTTER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS FORT WARREN, 
Boston Harbor, January 26, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. WESSELLS, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. O.: 

Sir: I have the honor to inclose herewith copy of a letter* received 
from the Honorable Secretary of the Navy, authorizing the release of 
the officers and crew of the steamer Florida upon the express condi- 
tion that they should leave the United States within ten days after 
their liberation. But only two of them have availed themselves of 
this privilege, viz, 8. G. Stone and G. D. Bryan, late lieutenant and 
master of the Florida, whose paroles are herewith transmitted.t The 
remainder desire to await the sailing of the next European steamer 
before complying with the expressed condition. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H, A. ALLEN, 
Major, Second U. 8. Artillery, Commanding Post. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. 0., January 26, 1865. 


Brig. Gen. JAMES BARNES, ’ 
Commanding District of Saint Mary’s, Point Lookout, Md.: 
GENERAL: By direction of the Secretary of War you will at once 
commence the erection of three additional hospital buildings in the 


*See Welles to Allen, January 17, p. 83. t Omitted. 


134 PRISONERS OF WAR AND STATE, ETC. 


prison camp at Point Lookout in accordance with the plan and estimate 
submitted by you on the 16th instant. The labor of the prisoners will 
be used as far as possible, and the strictest economy will be observed. 
The expenses will be paid from the prison fund. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. WESSELLS, 
Brig. Gen. of Vols., Inspector and Com. Gen. of Prisoners. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., January 26, 1865. 
Col. A. A. STEVENS, 
Commanding Camp Morton, Indianapolis, Ind. : 

COLONEL: In reply to communication forwarded by you on the 4th 
instant, I have the honor to inform you, by the direction of the 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, that the erection of three additional 
hospital buildings at Camp Morton, to be paid for from the prison fund, 
is approved by the Secretary of War. The proposed wards to be the 
same dimensions as those recently built. In the erection of these build- 
ings you will be governed by the instructions from this office in regard 
to the building of the wards. The labor of the prisoners will be used 
as far as practicable. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. BLAGDEN, 
Major, Second Mass. Cav., Asst. to Com. Gen. of Prisoners. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO, 
Louisville, Ky., January 26, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE: 


Sir: Your communication of the 12th instant, addressed to the com- 
manding officer U. S. forces, Knoxville, Tenn., has been referred to 
these headquarters. In this communication you state that during the 
recent raid under Major-General Stoneman a number of officers and 
men were captured and paroled to report at Knoxville at a future day 
and that they were recaptured by the occupation of the Confederate 
forces, and were released from the operation of the parole given. If 
any men ‘not officers of the Confederate Army were paroled to report 
at Knoxville they were paroled contrary to my orders.” Applications 
were made to permit hospital stewards and other men not commis- 
sioned officers to go to Knoxville on parole, but in all cases the appli- 
cations were refused. The officers were captured with others at Bris- 
tol, principally. 

By their own request they were permitted to go by a prescribed 
route to Knoxville, East Tenn., on parole. It was a privilege granted 
them in order that they might be enabled to procure some means 
of transportation for themselves and baggage, they having no horses, 
instead of being compelled to go at once and on foot with the other 
prisoners, who were sent to Knoxville under a strong guard. 

The time allowed them to reach Knoxville was limited, unless they 
were physically unable to report at its expiration, in which case they 
were to report as soon as they were able so to do; they were all told 
explicitly by myself that they were not paroled as a matter of expedi- 
ency, inasmuch as several hundred prisoners would be sent under 
guard the next morning to Knoxville (which was done), and they could 
all be sent together, but that it was to be understood that this was 
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done by their own request and as a special favor to them, for which 
they expressed themselves as under many obligations. The officers 
you named, in violation of their word of honor, which in the language 
of the written instrument, signed by each in duplicate, was given “ with- 
out any evasion or mental reservation whatsoever,” remained at Bris- 
tol until long after the time had expired in which they were allowed to 
report at Knoxville, and it cannot be admitted that they were “recap- 
tured” or that they can claim exemption from the responsibilities 
ee atau to a violation of the word of honor of an officer and a gen- 
eman. 

If they are justified by their Government in the course they have 
thought fit to pursue, it will serve hereafter as a warning to myself and 
others who may be inclined to show favors to Confederate officers 
prisoners of war. 

I am very glad to learn that Medical Director Ramsey and other 
surgeons captured at Bristol will be sent through by flag, and that we 
are to get back Surgeon Carrick and other surgeons. You will find by 
reference to the agreement made between Brigadier-General Vaughn 
and the representative of the U.S. authorities “‘that there were some 
conditions attached to that agreement exempting citizens from arrest 
which must be complied with, amongst which are these, that the citizen 
must belong to Tennessee, must be at his own home, and must not be 
engaged in any occupation in violation of law and military regulations, 
or be in the employ of either Government.” 

Mr. Sperry, the only person you name as having been arrested, and 
now held contrary to this agreement, and whose release is requested, is 
a citizen of Knoxville and not of Bristol; he was not at his own home 
and was engaged in publishing a Knoxville paper at the time of his 
arrest, and if not in the employ of the Confederate Government, was 
doing all in his power against the United States Government through 
the medium of his press, in violation of both law and military regula- 
tions; he is now in the hands of the civil authorities and not subject to 
military control. 

In this connection permit me to inform you that since the agreement 
you speak of was entered into, twenty-one persons, citizens of Monroe 
County, Tenn., have been arrested by the Confederate authorities, so I 
am informed by the U. 8S. provost-marshal-general of East Tennessee, 
and also that orders were given by me last month directing that all 
citizens of Tennessee who came within the terms of the agreement 
alluded to, and all citizens of Virginia not in the employ of the Confed- 
erate Government, should be released and sent to their homes, and I 
am informed that my instructions have been complied with. 

lam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE STONEMAN, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS PRISONS EAST OF MISSISSIPPI RIVER, 
Columbia, S. C., January 26, 1865. 
General S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond : 
GENERAL: The Federal prisoners of war at all the prisons are suffer- 
ing very much for want of clothing. I would be glad if the attention 
of the Federal Government was called to the fact. 


Very respectfull our obedient servant 
ere Md JNO. H. WINDER, 


Brigadier- General. 
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OFFICE Asst. AGENT FOR EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., January 27, 1865. 
Hon. R. OULD, Agent for Hachange, Richmond, Va.: 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I am in daily receipt of 
official information of the prompt action of the U. S. authorities for 
the release of that class of prisoners embraced in our recent arrange. 
ment for the release and return home of “all prisoners of war in confine 
ment (close) or irons, as the case may be,” and I shall be able to deliver 
many of them to you on my next trip, as they are now on the way to 
Fort Monroe for that purpose. I trust your authorities have been no 
less prompt in this good work, and that by this time our men are at 
least enjoying the full extent of that liberty usually extended to “ pris- 
oners of war.” This I know to be the case with your men. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. E. MULFORD, 
LTieutenant-Colonel and U. S. Assistant Agent for Hachange. 


New YorRK, January 27, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. W. N. R. BEALL, 75 Murray Street: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that I yesterday made 
application to the War Department for the transfer of commissioned 
officers as requested in your note. Upon reference to my answer to your 
letter of 26th ultimo you will remember that your application for leave 
to receive contributions for prisoners from persons resident in the North 
has already been twice made to the War Department, and is doubtless 
finally disposed of in the absence of an agreement between General 
Grant and Mr. Ould covering the case. 

The order (299) of December 7, 1864, would seem to justify your claim 
to receive contributions from the South; but the case of contributions 
from the North is quite different. I will promptly advise you of any 
arrangement which may be made applicable to the latter. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. KE. PAINE, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


QUARTERMASTER’S OFFICE, New York, January 27, 1865. 
General H. EB. PAINE, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, 48 Bleecker Street: 

GENERAL: In reply to your letter of yesterday I have the honor to 
state that I will send forward all such stores as you may call on me to 
transport without delay. I have written to General Peck to turn over 
to you for your office a room in his building, and have directed one of 
my agents, Mr. Bull, to have it put in order for your use. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
STEWART VAN VLIET, 
Brevet Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


P.S.—I return herewith the papers which you sent me in your letter 
in accordance with your request. 


SIDE 
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OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., January 27, 1865. 
Col. B. F. Tracy, eee j bye 


Commanding Depot Prisoners of War, Elmira, N. Y.: 
CoLonEL: I have the honor, by direction of the Commissary-General 

of Prisoners, to acknowledge receipt of requisitions for clothing for- 
warded by you for approval on the 21st instant. As the cotton forthe 
purchase of supplies for rebel prisoners has arrived at New York, it is 
supposed that clothing will be forwarded by General Beall nearly or 
quite as soon as it could be furnished by the Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ment. The requisitions will be held for the present. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. BLAGDEN, 
Major, Second Mass. Cav., Asst. to Com. Gen. of Prisoners. 


CoLuMBIA, S. O., January 27, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. J. H. WINDER, 
Commissary-General of Military Prisons: 

GENERAL: In obedience to Special Orders, No. 15, of January 23, I 
have the honor to report the results of an inspection made by me of the 
military prison at Florence, S. C.: 

The general discipline is perfectly satisfactory; everything in the 
interior of the stockade exhibits great energy and tact. The hospital 
department is ample and comfortable, and the patients are well cared 
for. The subsistence department is entirely deficient, and the ration 
issued daily amounts almost to starvation. There has been but two 
issues of meat in the last two months and scarcely ever sirup. This 
will be better explained by document marked <A, from Lieutenant- 
Colonel Iverson, commanding prison. 

There is no officer of the Quartermaster’s Department at this prison 
nor any transportation, and the laborers (prisoners) are compelled to 
carry the timber for the construction of buildings necessary for the 
public use on their shoulders full one mile. 

I would most respectfully suggest that an assistant quartermaster be 
sent to the prison as soon as possible, and he be supplied with trans- 
portation sufficient for their use. 

The books are well and neatly kept, and any prisoner can be found 
or accounted for in a moment. 

The number of prisoners are as follows: 
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The mortality among the prisoners is an average of six per day, and 
the prevailing disease diarrhea, Some few cases of smallpox and 
typhoid fever. ay Ai 

The guard force inefficient and without proper discipline, and are 
composed of reserves and about ninety men of the Fifty-fifth Georgia 
Volunteers. 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 
" ‘i H. FORNO, 


Colonel, Provisional Army. 
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[First indorsement.] 


CoLuMBIA, 8S. C., January 28, 1865. 


Respectfully referred to Adjutant and Inspector General and atten- 
tion asked to report on Subsistence Department. : 

The ration to prisoners is very small and insufficient. Great incon- 
venience is felt from not having an assistant commissary of subsist- 
ence to the prisons. I find that where we have to depend upon the 
staff officers of the posts we can get nothing but what is forced out of 


them. 
JNO. H. WINDER, 


Brigadier- General. 
[Second indorsement. ] 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
February 2, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to Adjutant and Inspector General. 
Itis quite probable that the assignment of a commissary may be the 
means of bettering the condition of the prisoners at Florence, 8. C. 
R. H. CHILTON, 
Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General. 


[Third indorsement. ] 


FEBRUARY 2, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to Commissary-General for his consideration in 
connection with the telegram of General Winder, a copy of which was 
furnished the Subsistence Bureau. 
By command of the Secretary of War: 
JOHN W. RIELY, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


{Fourth indorsement.] 


SUBSISTENCE BUREAU, February 4, 1865. 
Respectfully returned to Adjutant and Inspector General. 
Unless more money is furnished the bureau it will be impossible to 
continue to issue the present ration to prisoners of war, much less to 
increase it. 


L. B. NORTHROP, 


Commissary- General. 
[Fifth indorsement. ] 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
February 9, 1865. 
Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. 
H. L. CLAY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


{Sixth indorsement. ] 


FEBRUARY 14, 1865. 
Respectfully referred for the information of the Honorable Secretary 
of the Treasury. 
By order: 
J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 
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(Seventh indorsement. ] 


FEBRUARY 18, 1865, 

Respectfully returned to the Honorable Secretary of War. 

Every effort is being made to supply the necessary funds for the pay 
of our returned prisoners. The means at the command of the Treasury 
is extremely limited, and no provision has yet been made by Congress 
for the replenishment of the Treasury. 

G. A, TRENHOLM, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


(Inclosure.] 
A. 


HEADQUARTERS FLORENCE MILITARY PRISON, 
Near Florence, 8S. C., January 26, 1865. 
Col. H. Forno, Inspector Military Prisons, South Carolina: 
COLONEL: I have the honor to state that the post commissary is 
issuing the following rations to the prisoners at this prison: One pound 
of meal, one-third pound of peas, three pounds of salt per 100 rations 
per day. No soap, tobacco, or meat is issued, except one-half pound 
of beef per day to men who do duty as laborers on Government work. 
These rations are, in my judgment, totally insufficient for the suste- 
nance of the prisoners, and I respectfully urge that, if possible, the 
rations be increased. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. F. IVERSON, 
Tieutenant- Colonel, Commanding. 


[Indorsement.] 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
February 2, 1865. 
Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. 
This is an inclosure to an inspection report of Colonel Forno, 
forwarded by Brigadier-General Winder, Commissary-General of 
Prisoners. 


[JANUARY 27, 1865.—For A. S. Cunningham’s report of inspection 
of prison at Danville, Va., see Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part II, p. 1150.] 


48 BLEECKER STREET, New York, January 28, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEcK, Chief of Staff U. S. Army: 

GENERAL: General Beall has again asked for permission to receive 
and forward to prisoners of war contributions trom friends resident 
within our lines. I replied that this application had already been 
twice made at headquarters, and was doubtless finally disposed of in 
the absence of an agreement between Mr. Ould and General Grant 
covering the case; that while the General Order 299, of December 7, 
1864, would seem to justify a claim to receive contributions from 
Southern friends, properly forwarded, the case of aid from residents of 
the North was quite different, but I promised to advise him promptly 
if any new arrangement should be made applicable to this case. 
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I have the honor to request that you will inform me if any such 
arrangement is effected. 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. E. PAINE, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


[First indorsement.] 
JANUARY 31, 1865, 
Respectfully referred to Lieutenant-General Grant. _ 
The Secretary of War knows of no agreement authorizing our people 
to send presents to rebel prisoners of war. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


[Second indovsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED SYATES, 
City Point, Va., February 7, 1865. 

Respectfully returned. 

No stipulation has been entered into between Judge Ould and myself 
authorizing contributions to Confederate prisoners of war from friends 
within our lines, nor would I consent to such an arrangement. 

U. 8S. GRANT, 
LDieutenant- General. 


NEW YORK, January 28, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. W. N. R. BEALL, 75 Murray Street: 

GENERAL: Your favor is received. My office is still at 48 Bleecker 
street, but I shall this evening remove to 37 Bleecker street, nearly 
opposite General Hunt’s headquarters. My office hours are from 11 
a.in.until4 p.m. Be kind enough to give me timely notice of required 
transportation, so that I may make such arrangements as will save you 
from any delay. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. BE. PAINE, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS FoRT WARREN, 
Boston Harbor, January 28, 1865. 
Maj. H. A. ALLEN, Commanding Fort Warren: 


Siz: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
January 28, 1865: 

Conduct—orderly. Oleanliness—satisfactory. Clothing—in good 
order. Bedding—in good order. State of quarters—as neat and clean 
as can be expected. State of mess-houses—clean and well conducted. 
State of kitchen—clean and well conducted. Food, quality of—good. 
Food, quantity of—the full allowance. Water—good. Sinks—in good 
order. Police of grounds—once every day. Drainage—good. Police 
of hospital—no special hospital for prisoners. Attendance of sick— 
regular. Hospital diet-—as ordered by surgeon; good. General health 
of prisoners—good. Vigilance of guard—satisfactory. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; W. H. WOODMAN, 
First Lieut., First Batt. Mass. Vol. Arty., and Inspecting Officer. 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION AND CONFEDERATE. 141 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY COMMANDANT, 
Louisville, Ky., January 28, 1865. 
Capt. STEPHEN E. JonEs, Additional Aide-de-Camp: 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
January 28, 1865: 

Conduct—good. Oleanliness—good. Clothing—good. Bedding— 
blankets. State of quarters—clean. State of mess-houses—clean. 
State of kitchen—clean. Food, quality of—good. Food, quantity of— 
prison ration. Water—good. Sinks—clean. Police of grounds— 
good. Drainage—good. Police of hospital— Attendance of 
sick—good. Hospital diet—good. General health of prisoners—good. 
Vigilance of guard—good. 

Remarks and suggestions.—In regard to the fire which occurred at 
the prison on the 27th January, 1865, I am, in common with the com- 
mittee appointed to investigate the cause and origin of said fire, satis- 
fied from the evidence adduced that it was accidental, and that blame 
attaches to no one, and would suggest that great credit is due to the 
officers and soldiers on guard at the time for the great exertions used 
by them, and which were successful, in saving the remaining buildings 
of the prison. This report would have been forwarded sooner but for 
the fact that I have been ill and confined to my room by sickness so 
as to be unable to attend to business of any kind. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEWIS BUCKNER, 
Captain and Post Inspecting Officer. 


Hpqrs. MILITARY DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI, 
New Orleans, La., January 28, 1865. 

Lieut. Col. C. T. CHRISTENSEN, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

COLONEL: I beg leave to call the attention of the major-general 
commanding to the inclosed list of rebel officers, prisoners of war, con- 
fined at Johnson’s Island, Ohio, whose exchange is contemplated in 
existing agreements between Major Szymanski and myself, but who were 
not forwarded for exchange with other officers lately received here from 
Johnson’s Island. The eight officers whose names occur first upon 
this list were captured at Donaldsonville, La., in June, -1863, and their 
exchange was agreed upon by the cartel of January 4,.1864. It is said 
that they are erroneously entered upon the rolls at Johnson’s Island as 
captured at Port Hudson, La. If so, that fact no doubt accounts for 
their retention. The remainder of the officers named iu the list were 
captured at various times and places by the forces of Major-General 
Steele, commanding Department of Arkansas, prior to July 25, 1864, 
and are therefore embraced in Article II of the cartel of that date. It 
was undoubtedly the intention of the Commissary-General of Prisoners 
that all the officers included in this category should. be sent here when 
most of them were sent; but those named in this list have been 
retained at Johnson’s Island by reason of some mistake in their 
description upon the rolls or some misunderstanding of their cases. I 
have to ask that this list be forwarded to the Commissary-General of 
Prisoners, with the request that the officers named in it may be for- 
warded to us for exchange, as contemplated in the agreements above 
referred to. 


I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CH: O.“DWiGHT, 


Colonel and Agent of Hachange. 
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(First indorsement.] 


Hpgrs. MILITARY DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI, 
New Orleans, January 80, 1865. 

Respectfully forwarded. 

These officers are included in the provisions of an exchange made by 
me and subsequently approved by the Secretary of War. General 
Hoffman reported that the officers of the Donaldsonville capture had 
made their escape, but letters have recently been received from some 
of them who are still in confinement at Johnson’s Island. I now for- 
ward this list,* with the request that such of them as may still be 
under our control may be sent to me. 

, ED. R. S. CANBY, 


Major-General. 


[Second indorsement.]} 


FEBRUARY 13, 1865. 


Respectfully forwarded to General Hoffman, with instructions to 
give full effect to the agreements for exchange referred to by General 
Canby and to report his action to General Canby. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

EK. A. HITCHCOCK, 


Major-General of Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS ForT LAFAYETTE, 
New York Harbor, January 29, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. MARTIN BURKE, Commanding Fort Lafayette : 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war confined at this station for the 
week ending January 29, 1865: 

Conduct—very good. Oleanliness—generally very good. Cloth- 
ing—good. Bedding—iron bedsteads, husk mattresses, blankets, 
sheets, and pillows. State of quarters—very good. State of mess- 
houses—cleanly. Food, quality of—good. Fvod, quantity of—circular 
of June 1, 1864, complied with. Water—excellent (Croton). Sinks— 
cleanly. Police of grounds—excellent. Drainage—good. Police of 
hospital—no hospital at post; prisoners very sick are sent to Fort 
Hamilton. Attendance of sick—Hospital Doctor Gibson attends to 
sick every morning. Hospital diet—none at post. General health of 
prisoners—very good. Vigilance of guard—guards vigilant; prisoners 
verified three times during the night. 

Remarks and suggestions.—There are fifty-five prisoners at this post, 
consisting of prisoners of war and state. Their treatment as regards 
quarters and exercise is excellent. Everything allowed by existing 
orders is furnished to them, and a good degree of satisfaction is expressed 
by them for the uniform excellence of their treatment. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES STEELHAMMER, 
First Lieut., Seventeenth U.S. Infty., Post Adjt. and Insp. Officer. 


* Place, date of capture, and by whom captured omitted. The officers are—Majors 
D. W. Shannon and A. Ridley; Captains H. H. Hall, Thomas Bartlett, H. G. Bruce, 
H. M. Ellis, James McKill, and F: P. Steck; Lieutenants J. A. Shepard, J. M. 
Elkins, J. A. Darby, A. M. Lyles, W. H. Mitchell, Edward Bisart, P. H. Pruett, 
E. M. Heath, and J. M. Wright; Assistant Quartermaster C. L. Moore. 
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Treatment, &e,, in accordance with instructions received, is strictly 
carried out and adhered to. 
Respectfully referred to the Commissary-General of Prisoners. 
MARTIN BURKE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, U. 8S. Army, Commanding Post. 


HEADQUARTERS FORT DELAWARE, DEL., 
January 29, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. A. SCHOEPF, Commanding Post: 

Str: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
January 28, 1865: 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—proper attention given to. Cloth- 
ing—some are too thinly clad for such exceedingly cold weather. Bed- 
ding—consists of bunks and blankets (see remarks). State of 
quarters—clean and comfortable. State of mess-houses—kept in an 
excellent condition. State of kitchen—perfectly clean and well con- 
ducted. Food, quality of—very good. Food, quantity of—sufficient. 
Water—plenty of good water. Sinks—being improved. Police of 
grounds—kept as clean as possible. Drainage—very good. Police of 
hospital—very well conducted. Attendance of sick—receive excellent 
care. Hospital diet—very good and sufficient. General health of 
prisoners—about 84 per cent. sick, eleven deaths during the week. 
Vigilance of guard—good. 

Remarks and suggestions.—Many of the prisoners apply for permission 
to purchase bedsacks. I have the honor to inquire whether their ap- 
plication can be granted. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. W. AHL, 
Captain, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General and Insp. Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS SUPERINTENDENT OF PRISON, 
Johnsows Island, Ohio, January 29, 1865. 


Col. CHARLES W. HILL, ; 
128th Ohio Vol. Infty., Comdg. U. 8. Forces, Johnson’s Island, Ohio: 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
January 29, 1865: 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—good. Clothing—comfortable. Bed. 
ding—fair. State of quarters—fair. State ofmess-houses—good. State 
of kitchen—fair. Food, quality of—good. Food, quantity of—prisoners’ 
ration. Water—good,lake. Sinks—fair. Policeof grounds—not good 
on account of snow andice. Drainage—good. Police of hospital—very 
good. Attendance of sick—good. Hospital diet—good and abundant. 
General health of prisoners—very good. Vigilance of guard—good. 

Remarks and suggestions.— Whole number of prisoners, 3,019; number 
of deaths since last report, 1; number of sick in hospital, 52. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HK, A. SCOVILL, 


Lieut, Col, 128th Regiment Ohio Vol. Infantry, Inspecting Officer. 
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U. 8. MILITARY PRISON, 
Camp Morton, Indianapolis, Ind., January 29, 1865. 
Col. A. A. STEVENS, Commanding Camp Morton: 

Siz: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
January 28, 1865: : 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—good. State of clothing—good. Bed- 
ding—good.. State of quarters—kept well policed. State of mess- 
houses—have none. State of kitchen—good. Food, quality of—first 
class. Food, quantity of—sufficient, being in accordance to orders. 
Water—sufficient. Sinks—sufficient for cold weather. Police of 
grounds—covered with snow and ice all week. Drainage—complete. 
Police of hospital—good. Attendance of sick—good. Hospital diet— 
first class. General health of prisoners—bad and fatality great. Vigi- 
lance of guard—very strict. 

Remarks and suggestions.—I would respectfully suggest that, owing 
to the barracks in this camp being badly constructed for cold weather 
and the weather being so extremely cold, the sickness has increased 
very rapidly in the past week and the casualties have been very heavy. 
Also that the new hospital wards under construction are completed and 
are being occupied by the sick in camp, but unfortunately there is not 
sufficient room in them for the sick in camp, and, in my opinion, at 
least three additional wards are still needed to contain them. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. W. DAVIDSON, 
First Lieutenant, Veteran Reserve Corps, Inspecting Officer. 


{Indorsement. ] 


Capt. W. T. HARTz, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Office Commissary-General of Prisoners : 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to state that the instructions from your 
office for the construction of additional hospital wards at this camp 
have just been received and will be complied with as early as possible. 
Much of the sickness amongst the prisoners at this camp is, in my 
opinion, to be attributed to the barracks being low and poorly ven- 
tilated and without floors, originally constructed for cattle stalls and 
State fair purposes, and should, in my opinion, be removed from their 
present location to a more central portion of the camp and reconstructed 
with floors, &e. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissary-General of Prisoners. 

A. A. STEVENS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS CAMP DOUGLAS, 
Chicago, Ill., January 29, 1865. 
Col. B. J. SWEET, 
Highth Regt. Veteran Reserve Corps, Comdg. Post of Chicago: 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week 
ending January 28, 1865: 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—good. Clothing—all that is neces- 
sary. Bedding—all that is necessary, except blankets. State of quar- 
ters—good; well ventilated and clean. State of kitchen—in as good 
condition as those of garrison. Food, quality of—good; same as used 
by garrison. Food, quantity of—all that is necessary, Water—all 
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that is necessary. Sinks—very clean; washed every morning. Police 
of grounds—good. Drainage—good. Police of hospital—fair. At- 
tendance of sick—all that is necessary. Hospital diet—good. General 
health of prisoners—good. Vigilance of guard—thorough. 


Remarks and suggestions. 


Whole number of prisoners last report..........---.-- wees -ecevdceecededect 11, 436 

Whole number of prisoners died since last report ...........---.---.---- ) 

Whole number of prisoners released since last report.........-..-.-.---- 41 
Potalrdecreusey shies i sus -eeres ot edd dee acted boeeadhc steel noes 124 
Total number of prisoners present... -. 1... = 6s<40:03 debe sbries wendy vane - 11, 312 


I respectfully recommend that the sutler be directed to keep con- 
stantly on hand and for sale to the prisoners onions and cabbage 
whenever they can be procured. . 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WELLS SPONABLE, 
Captain and Inspecting Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS SHIP ISLAND, MISs., 
SEVENTY-FOURTH U.S. COLORED INFANTRY, 
January 29, 1865. 
COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS: 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
January 29, 1865: 

Conduct—very good indeed. Cleanliness—strict orders are generally 
attended to. Clothing—scanty; United States Government has, how- 
ever, furnished some lately. Bedding—straw. State of quarters— 
second-hand A tents. State of mess-houses—none. State of kitchen— 
good. Food, quality of—good. Food, quantity of—plenty. Water— 
good. Sinks—well attended to. Police of grounds—good. Drain- 
age—good. Police of hospital—good. Attendance of sick—good. 
Hospital diet—attended to. General health of prisoners—good at 
present. Vigilance of guard—adwirable. 


[Indorsement.] 


Lieut. John Ahlefeldt, who was acting assistant commissary of 
prisoners, has been relieved and ordered to report to his company 
for duty, and having only a few officers for garrison duty I have not yet 
appointed any one to take his place. The officer of the prisoners’ guard 
sends into these headquarters every morning an inspection report 
stating therein how he receives, in what condition he has the camp 
turned over to him. If desired, I shall forward these daily reports as 
long as I have no commissary of prisoners. I find things work better 
here without any such assistance, especially as the commanding officer 
is held responsible for everything. Blankets and better tents or some 
means to get lumber to build quarters are very much needed. I have 
200,000 feet of lumber and over 300 cords of wood on Cat Island, but 
no light-draft steamer to bring them here. e: 

Respectfully referred to the Commissary-General of Prisoners. 

ERNEST W. HOLMSTEDT, 
Colonel 74th U. 8. Colored Infantry, Comdg. Ship Island, Miss. 
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Hpers MILITARY DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI, 
New Orleans, La., January 29, 1865. 


Brig. Gen. D. ULLMANN, Commanding at Morganza: 


GENERAL: By direction of the major-general commanding you will 
please forward a copy of the following communication by flag of truce 
to an outpost of the enemy: 


Maj. Ic. SZYMANSKI, 
Assistant Agent of Exchange, Trans-Mississippi Department : 

Masor: I have the honor to inform you that prisoners of war, embraced in our 
existing agreements for exchange to the number of 2 officers and 275 enlisted men, in 
addition to those delivered by me at Fort De Russy on Monday last, have arrived at 
this place from Northern stations for exchange. They are equivalent to 303 privates, 
which, together with the equivalents of those delivered at Fort De Russy on.the 23d 
instant, makes an aggregate equivalent to 1,098 privates. A large number of 
enlisted men and some officers are still to arrive from other Northern stations; but I 
cannot now give either their number or the date upon which they may be expected. 
I trust, however, you will not delay the delivery of equivalents for those already 
delivered and those mentioned above who are now ready for delivery. 

I have had’ the honor to inform you in two previous communications that Admiral 
Buchanan will be exchanged with his comrades, and I therefore hope that our naval 
prisoners will be included in the first delivery made by you. 

Iam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES C. DWIGHT, 
Colonel and Agent of Exchange. 


CHARLES C. DWIGHT, 
Colonel and Agent of Exchange. 


Respectfully, 


Navy DEPARTMENT, January 30, 1865. 
Hon. BE. M. STANTON, Secretary of War: 


Sig: In August last an expedition from the U.S.S. Saratoga cap- 
tured in McIntosh County, Ga., twenty-five or thirty persons who were 
engaged in a county meeting ‘called for the purpose of organizing a 
home guard or to adopt measures for more effective defense. Some of 
these held prominent civil offices. They claimed to be non-combatants, 
but in view of the circumstances under which they were captured it 
was deemed advisable to treat them as prisoners of war. Rear-Admiral 
Dahlgren was authorized subsequently to offer them in exchange for 
sick and wounded seamen whose terms of service had expired. He 
did so and informed the Department that General Hardee accepts the 
proposition, the exchange to embrace three colored seamen of the 
U.S. 8S. Isaac Smith, who were captured two years ago. It would 
appear that these prisoners have been sent North to some military 
post for confinement, as Rear-Admiral Dahlgren asks that they may 
be returned to him for the purpose above indicated. The matter of 
exchange having been conducted by the War Department, this Depart- 
ment refers this case to it and would recommend favorable action on 
it. The persons captured in McIntosh County, with but few excep- 
tions, are over the usual age for regular military duty. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
GIDEON WELLES, 
{First indorsement. ] aber of ohe Naey: 
WAR DEPARTMENT, January 31, 1865. 

Referred to the Commissary-General of Prisoners to comply with 
the request of the Secretary of the Navy. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

C. A. DANA, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 
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[Second indorsement.] 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. 0., February 17, 1865. 
Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War. 
It is impossible to identify these parties on the records of this office 
unless their names can be given. 
j W. HOFFMAN, 
But. Brig. Gen., U. 8S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., January 30, 1865. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, Secretary of War: 

Srg: In an address by General Butler, reported as having been 
recently made to the people of Lowell, Mass., he is represented to have 
said something which implies that he was in the successtul: execution 
of the duty of exchange when he was stopped by an order, but without 
stating from whom the order issued 

As my name has been more or less connected with the business of 
exchange, I deem it proper to make the following explanation, which, 
in order to be intelligible, requires that I should refer to the original 
cause of the interruption of exchanges under the cartel of 1861 [1862], 
which was this: Jefferson Davis in a message to his Congress, some 
two years or more since, announced his purpose to deliver to the State 
authorities such white Union officers as might be captured serving in 
command of colored troops, to be dealt with according to State laws 
in the South providing for the punishment of criminals engaged in 
exciting servile insurrection. 

As soon as this became known to His Excellency the President he 
saw in that message a declared purpose to disregard the provisions of 
the cartel for the exchange of prisoners, and he thereupon directed that 
no further deliveries of captured rebel officers should be made from our 
side, as a necessary preparative to meet the threatened purpose of Mr. 
Davis. For a time after this enlisted men continued to be delivered on 
both sides, which, however, at length unavoidably ceased. 

In July, 1863, upon the surrender of Vicksburg to General Grant, 
over thirty thousand rebel soldiers were left in the country by him on 
parole not to take arms until exchanged, to which number there were 
soon added several thousand captured by General Banksat Port Hudson, 
the garrison of that place, except the officers, having also been released 
on parole, according to the usages of war. - 

In this state of things it will be seen that we had a valid claim for a 
large number of prisoners as an offset for those paroled by us in the 
South; but the rebel authorities had not in their hands prisoners of 
war with whom to balance the account. 

Under these circumstances, as subsequent events fully demonstrated, 
the rebel authorities inaugurated a peculiar system for making what 
they chose to consider prisoners of war, to wit, that of capturing 
bodies of citizens in States accessible to them by raiding parties at 
vulnerable points—Kentucky, Tennessee, and Mississippi—these raid- 
ing parties being composed of every species of regular and irregular 
forces, and placing such citizens under oath not to take arms against 
the Southern Confederacy until exchanged. : 

It will be apparent that while we had this claim upon the rebel 
authorities deliveries from our side could not be made, and for a time 
there was a total suspension of exchanges, and prisoners began to 
accumulate on both sides, each party holding their captured prisoners. 
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At length our claim upon the rebel authorities was met under a per- 
verted construction of the fifth article of the cartel by a sudden and 
unauthorized declaration of exchange by the rebel agent of exchange 
without any conference or agreement whatever with our agent of 
exchange stationed at Fort Monroe. By that ex parte declaration our 
enemy released from parole a large body of General Grant’s prisoners 
without giving us any proper equivalents, and it is proper to observe 
that the enemy selected his own time for making this declaration, and 
by means of it threw into the rebel army, without any proper authority 
according to the laws of war, a large body of men just prior to the great 
battles which gave us the possession of East Tennessee in spite of the 
fraudulent attempt to overwhelm our troops by means of the declara- 
tion of exchange referred to. The declaration itself was deliberately 
prepared for by the enemy by an order directing the rebel paroled 
prisoners in the South to report themselves at Enterprise, in Mississippi, 
ostensibly for instruction, so that when the declaration was made our 
commanders found themselves confronted not only by a large army of 
actual rebels, but by a large body associated with them in violation of 
every known law of war. 

It was impossible to permit this outrage to be committed without a 
protest on our part, which was made, as a matter of course, by our 
agent of exchange. The correspondence at that time between the two 
agents was conducted with some asperity, the rebel agent attempting 
to justify himself by furnishing a schedule of captures, embracing some 
that were legitimate, but with others made up of the class of per- 
sons captured in Kentucky, Tennessee, and Mississippi, who could in 
no sense be considered prisoners of war, and it was found impossible 
to carry on the business of exchange under such conditions as the rebel 
agent of exchange attempted to enforce upon us, the enemy meanwhile 
refusing to recognize our claim that all of the troops employed by the 
United States were equally entitled, when captured, to be treated as 
prisoners of war, the disposition of the enemy being about that time 
sufficiently manifested in the barbarous butchery of portions of the 
Union Army which unhappily fell into their hands, making the duty 
on our side the more imperative to hold such prisoners as the Union 
Army might capture for such disposition as the laws of war might justify 
or require to restrain the enemy from their barbarous practices. 

About the time when all exchanges had fully ceased, and the contro- 
versy about exchanges had measurably closed, we had a valid claim 
upon the rebels for more than thirty-four thousand prisoners, the rebel 
agent having followed up his own example of making unauthorized ex 
parte declarations of exchange without any agreement whatever with 
our agent, until he had put into the rebel ranks the whole of the 
prisoners captured by General Grant and General Banks. 

As the commissioner of exchange, myself, throughout the whole of 
the matters above detailed, I was not in direct communication with the 
rebel agent, but the correspondence was conducted on our part, first by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ludlow, and afterward by General Meredith. 

At length General Butler was appointed to command, with his head- 
quarters at Fort Monroe. He appears very soon to have conceived the 
idea that he could effect exchanges if empowered to do so; and a 
rumor to that point having reached me, I addressed a note to the Sec- 
retary of War, who may remember that I proposed to withdraw trom 
the duty in favor of any officer who could make exchanges which should 
be satisfactory to the Department, but was informed that it was 
unnecessary, as the Department had other duties for me. 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION AND CONFEDERATE. 149 


Rumors with regard to General Butler’s ability to make exchanges 
continued to reach the Secretary of War, and upon being sent for 
myself I found the Secretary in conference with General Halleck upon 
the subject, and heard the statement made by the Secretary that 
General Butler was not only of the opinion himself that he could effect 
exchanges if empowered so to do, but that it was also the opinion of 
several members of Congress, upon which I expressed the opinion that 
he ought to be allowed to try; and I was thereupon directed to pro- 
ceed to Fort Monroe to communicate the authority of the Secretary of 
War to General Butler to make exchanges of man for man, or officer 
for officer, according to grade, enjoining upon General Butler that he 
was 0D no account to compromise or jeopardize the claims of our colored 
ein to the protection of the Government, according to the laws 
of war. 

I proceeded to Fort Monroe, and after communicating with General 
Butler, and stating the restrictions under which the Secretary had 
‘placed him, I signed his orders, which were drawn up by himself, giv- 
ing him the authority he desired, and returned to this city. 

It is proper that I should state here that General Butler is my senior 
in rank, and that he immediately assumed the designation of commis- 
sioner of exchange, and has acted ever since in entire independence of 
myself, making no reports to me of his proceedings in that character, 
which I mention simply as a fact, but not as taking exception to it. 
From that time until within a few days I have had no practical control 
of the subject of exchanges. 

Soon after receiving the proper authority to make exchanges General 
Butler sent for exchange several hundred rebel prisoners by the flag- 
of-truce boat, offering them in exchange for a like number of Union 
prisoners. When this became known to the rebel autborities—as I 
feel justified in saying from the information I have received—there was 
some sort of conference held by the chief rebel officers in Richmond, in 
which it was determined that inasmuch as a number of their men had 
been sent for exchange, and were then within what they considered 
their boundaries, they should not be turned back into captivity, but 
that a corresponding number of Union prisoners should be delivered 
in exchange for them; but it was decided at the same time by the 
authorities in Richmond that, under a proclamation of Jefferson Davis, 
General Butler was an outlaw, and that no business whatever should 
be done with him, and, as I am credibly informed, they declared that 
the flag of truce even should not protect him. This put an end to any 
further proceedings for some length of time in the business of exchange, 
and until an experiment was made at my suggestion, though not after 
the manner suggested by me. I had recommended to the Secretary of 
War that 300 or 400 rebel officers should be sent for exchange under a 
flag of truce, which I knew would not be accompanied by General 
Butler himself, and I was in hopes that public opinion in Richmond 
would constrain the authorities to accept that class of prisoners and 
return a like number for them, after which I thought they could not 
refuse to receive a boatload of their men. This suggestion was 
approved by the Secretary of War, and General Butler was directed 
through General (then Colonel) Canby to make the trial, but General 
Butler assumed to deviate from his orders, and sent a boatload of 
officers and men instead of officers alone. The enemy thereupon 
decided to return, not a like number of officers and men, but a number 
proportionate to the number of Union prisoners held by them as against 
the number of rebel prisoners held by us. 
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Several boatloads were exchanged in this manner, the Richmond 
papers stating distinctly the method adopted by their agent, the effect 
of which would have been to withdraw from us all of the prisoners we 
held for a much less number, while the question of our claim to equiva- 
lents, under the unauthorized declarations of the rebel agent, was 
entirely abandoned, and there was no security for the proper treatment 
by the rebels of such of the colored soldiers and their officers as might 
fall into their hands. 

After some three or four boatloads had been thus exchanged our 
Commissary-General of Prisovers called my attention to official reports, 
by which it appeared that, in these last exchanges, the prisoners 
returned by the rebel agent for rebel prisoners delivered by us fell short 
of the number we were entitled to by more than five hundred men, which 
fact I felt it my duty to state to the Secretary of War; about which 
time the Department decided to submit the whole subject to be disposed 
of by Lieutenant-General Grant, who, as I have understood, decided to 
require from the rebel authorities a distinct acknowledgment of the 
right of colored troops to be treated as prisoners of war, and if this 
was not conceded further exchanges were prohibited. I desire to say 
that I am not positive as to the source of the order just referred to, but 
have supposed that it proceeded from General Graut; and there the 
matter has rested for some time past. 

I find it necessary to state, as a part of the history of this matter, 
that our agent, Lieutenant-Colonel Mulford, has informed me that the 
rebel authorities in Richmond have in no single instance communicated 
officially with General Butler, acting in accordance with their decision 
that General Butler was an outlaw under the proclamation of Mr. Davis, 
all of the apparent intercourse having been indirect through subordi- 
nate parties, General Butler having on one occasion acted upon a letter 
from Mr. Ould to my address, without my knowledge or sanction, thus 
making me officially answerable for a transaction with which I had 
nothing to do. But the greater part of the intercourse has been 
conducted through Lieutenant-Colonel Mulford, who was interposed by 
General Butler between himself and the rebel authorities because those 
authorities refused to communicate with him. 

As the visit made by Mr. Ould to General Butler at Fort Monroe may 
seem to be in conflict with this statement, I feel obliged to say, as Lam 
well informed, that that visit was made without official public sanction 
on the part of the rebel authorities in Richmond. It was undertaken 
by Mr. Ould in the hope of accomplishing an exchange of prisoners 
which should give the rebels the possession of all the prisoners we held 
without conceding our claim to equivalents for General Grant’s captures, 
and without affording any guarantee for the protection of our colored 
troops, his efforts to this end no doubt having an indirect sanction from 
those to whom he was officially responsible, who were doubtless willing 
to see accomplished, by whatever means, a scheme which promised to 
add greatly to the strength of their army, except that they would not 
in any manner, even for that purpose, publicly acknowledge General 
Butler in any other character than that of an outlaw. 

I do not wish it to be understood or implied that General Butler’s 
position as an exchange agent has compromised the interests of the 
country, though he was unable to execute what he proposed when he 
sought the position of exchange agent; but it is not proper to leave it 
to be inferred from his recent statement at Lowell that he could have 
made exchanges without compromising the interests and honor of the 
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country had he not been interfered with by orders from higher 
authority.* ‘ 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
é K. A. HITCHCOOK, 
Major-General of Vols., Commissioner for Exchange of Prisoners. 


[JANUARY 30, 1865.—For Augur to Halleck, in regard to status of 
prisoners of war released on taking amnesty oath, and indorsements 
thereon, see Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part IT, p. 308.] 


WASHINGTON, January 30, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. E. PAINE, 48 Bleecker Street, New York: 


How soon will the clothing to be bought with the rebel cotton be 
forwarded to the prison camps by General Beall? 
H. W. WESSELLS, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


HEADQUARTERS FORT WARREN, 
Boston Harbor, January 30, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. WESSELLS, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. C.: 

Sir: I have the honor to report that the three following-named naval 
prisoners of war who were captured on the steamer Florida were this 
day released upon their signing a parole of honor to leave the United 
States within ten days after date of release, which are herewith traus- 
mitted, viz, T. J. Charlton, surgeon; W.S. Thompson, chief engineer; 
and James Cotter, cabin boy, in pursuance of instructions received from 
the Honorable Secretary of the Navy, copy of which was forwarded to 
the office of the Commissary-General of Prisoners on the 26th instant. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. A. ALLEN, 
Major, Second U. 8. Artillery, Commanding Post. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY PRISON, ATHENEUM, 
Wheeling, W. Va., January 30, 1865. 
Col. JAMES WASHBURN, 
Military Commander of Wheeling, W. Va.: 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
January 28, 1865: 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—good. Clothing—middling. Bed- 
ding—good. State of quarters—fine. State of mess-houses—good. 
State of kitchen—good. Food, quality of—good. Food, quantity of— 
prescribed ration. Water—good. Sinks—good. Police of grounds— 
good. Drainage—bad. Police of hospital—very good. Attendance 
of sick—very good. Hospital diet—good. General health of prison- 
ers—good. Vigilance of guard—strict. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EDWIN FREY, 
Lieutenant-Oolonel, Commanding Prison, and Inspecting Officer. 


* See also Hitchcock to Stanton, February 1, p. 162. 
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OFFICE PRovost-MARSHAL OF PRISONERS, 
Rock Island Barracks, Ill., January 30, 1865. 
Col. A. J. JOHNSON, Commanding Post: 

Str: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
January 30, 1865: 

Conduct—very good. Cleanliness—good. Clothing—good. Bed- 
ding—none. State of quarters—very good. State of mess-houses— 
no mess-houses. State of kitchen—very good. Food, quality of— 
good. Food, quantity of—as per circular from Commissary-General of 
Prisoners. Water—good. Sinks—not good. Police of grounds— 
very good. Drainage—good. Police of hospital—very good. Attend- 
ance of sick—very good. Hospital diet—very good. General health 
of prisoners—good. Vigilance of guard—good. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. P. CARAHER, 
LTieutenant-Colonel Fourth Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps 
and Provost-Marshal of Prisoners, Inspecting Officer. 


[1Indorsement. } 


After a personal inspection the within report is concurred in. 
Respectfully referred to the Commissary-General of Prisoners. 
A. J. JOHNSON, 
Colonel Fourth Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps, Comdg. Post. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY OF SUBSISTENCE, 
Rock Island, Ill., January 30, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. A. B. HEATON, 
Commissary-General of Subsistence, Washington City, D. C.: 

Srr: Permit me to ask your attention to General Orders, No. 1, 
January 13, 1865, from the office of the Commissary-General of Prison- 
ers (just received from your office), and to inquire if the sentence in par- 
agraph 5, following the ‘“ ,” is to be interpreted as it there reads, 
or whether its true meaning is not such as it would be if the words ‘to 
soldiers” were inserted after the word “issued,” and the word “used” 
stricken out and the words “issued to prisoners” substituted therefor. 
It would then read: 


The difference between the ration allowed to be issued to soldiers and that actu- 
ally issued to prisoners constitutes the savings from which is formed the prison fund. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
R. C. RUTHERFORD, 
Captain and Commissary of Subsistence. 


{Indorsement. } 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF SUBSISTENCE, 
February 6, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to Brig. Gen. W. Hoffman, Commissary-General 
of Prisoners, to give the desired information, and the writer so advised. 
: A. B. EATON, 
Commissary-General of Subsistence. 
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HEADQUARTERS OFFICE OF EXCHANGE, 
New Orleans, January 30, 1865. 
Maj. JAMES R. CURELL, Assistant Agent of Exchange: 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication 
of the 13th instant, and in compliance with the request therein contained 
to forward the inclosed permission for three young children of Mrs. John 
D. Cobb to come within our lines. 

I have also the honor toinform you that I am advised of the readiness 
of our Government to exchange Admiral Buchanan, with his comrades, 
of which I have also advised Major Szymanski. Nothing remains, there- 
fore, to delay the consummation of our exchange of naval prisoners 
beyond the time required to bring ours from Texas. As soon as they 
are received I will deliver yours in Mobile Bay and at the same time 
will exchange for the officers and men delivered on parole at Baton 
Rouge by Lieutenant-Colonel Watts on the 31st of December. 


I am, major, &c., CHAS. C. DWIGHT 


Statement of Private Joseph Howard, Company F, One hundred and 
tenth Regiment U. 8. Colored Infantry. 


I was taken prisoner at the surrender of Athens, Ala., September 24, 
1864. Wewere marched to Mobile, Ala., stopping at various places 
on the route. We were twelve days going to Mobile. After'we were 
captured the rebels robbed us of everything we had that they could 
use. They searched our pockets, took our clothing, and even cut the 
buttons off of what little clothing they allowed us to retain. After 
arriving at Mobile, we were placed at work on the fortifications there, 
and impressed colored men who were at work when we arrived were 
released, we taking their places. We were kept at hard labor and 
inbumanly treated. If we lagged or faltered or misunderstood an 
order we were whipped and abused, some of our own men being 
detailed to whip the others. They gave as a reason for such harsh 
treatment that we knew very well what they wanted us to do, but that 
we feigned ignorance; that if we were with the Yankees we could do 
all they wanted, &c. For the slightest causes we were subjected to 
lash. We were very poorly provided for with food, our rations being 
corn-meal and mule meat, and occasionally some poor beef. 

On the 7th of December I stole a skiff and went down Mobile River 
to the bay and was taken on board of one of our gun-boats. Was 
taken to Fort Morgan on the gun-boat and reported to the commanding 
officer, who, after hearing my story, furnished me a pass and transpor- 
tation to New Orleans. From there I was sent to Cairo; thence to 


Louisville, and from there here. 
JOSEPH (his x mark) HOWARD. 


Sworn to before me this 30th day of January, 1865. 
JOHN H. COCHRANE, 


Major 101st U.S. Colored Infantry, 
Assistant to Commissioner Organizing U. 8. Colored Troops. 


(First indorsement.] 


NATCHEZ, Miss., February 18, 1865. 


Respectfully referred to the Adjutant-General at Washington, D. 0, 
7 opnto. L, THOMAS,’ 
Adjutant- General. 
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[Second indorsement. } 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
March 8, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to Maj. Gen. E. A. Hitchcock, commissioner for 
the exchange of prisoners, Washington, D. C, 
By order of the Secretary of War: 
C. W. FOSTER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General of Volunteers. 


WHEELING, January 31, 1865. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON: 
Will the orders of the Department allow the friends of our soldiers 
in rebel prisons to send them Confederate money ? 
A. I. BOREMAN, 
Governor. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., January 31, 1865. 
General H. E. PAInzE, U.S. Volunteers: 

GENERAL: I will thank you to inform me with as little delay as pos- 
sible how soon the clothing will be ready to forward to rebel prisoners 
of war. Pressing demands are continually received from some of the 
prisoners representing the want of clothing by a portion of the prison- 
ers. I am holding them for the present in hopes the cotton will furnish 
all that is absolutely unecessary. 

Respectfully, yours, 
H. W. WESSELLS, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


NEW YORK, January 31, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. WESSELLS, Washington, D. C.: 
General Beall will probably be ready to commence the shipment of 
supplies within two or three days. 
He i. ALN, 


WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington City, January 31, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. A. E. BURNSIDE: 


GENERAL: I inclose a copy of a statement of Charles W. Helm, 
“major, ©. S. Army,” and of a certificate of J. T. Boyle, late brigadier- 
general of volunteers, in regard to charges against Col. Charles 8S. 
Hanson, who is to be tried by the rebel authorities, and beg to request 
that you will affix thereto a certificate exonerating Colonel Hanson. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. A. DANA, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


{Inclosure No. 1.] 


Col. Charles S. Hanson, Thirty-seventh Kentucky Regiment, U. S. 
Army, is now a prisoner, wounded, in the College Hospital, Lynchburg, 
Va. He was captured at Saltville, Va., about the Ist of October, 1864. 
Charges have been preferred against him by Lieutenant-Colonel Alston, 
C.8. Army, for cruelty to Confederate prisoners and violation of parole, 
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The first charge (cruelty) can only be repelled by evidence rebutting 
such particular charge, and his Government and friends in the United 
States, being ignorant of the specifications, cannot assist him. 

With regard, however, of the charge of parole violation, Colonel 
Hanson makes the following statement, and desires General Burbridge, 
General Boyle, and such other officials as are acquainted with the truth 
of his allegations to prepare a statement of facts, and send it, if pos- 
sible, to the Confederate authorities. 

The alleged violation of parole occurred at Lebanon, Ky., in the sum- 
mer of 1863. Colonel H. was captured, with his regiment, at that place 
and paroled by General John H. Morgan. He states that he was imme- 
diately ordered to report for duty as provost-marshal at Louisville; 
that he objected on account of the parole he had given; that his objec- 
tion was overruled and his protest disregarded; that he was finally 
compelled to obey the orders of his Government or submit to court- 
martial and arrest. General Hartsuff is acquainted with the facts 
recited and his statement is requested. 

Colonel H. says that General Burnside told him he had made some 
special arrangement in his case, and ridiculed the idea of his parole 
being binding upon him. He further states that General Boyle told 
hiin that the Confederate Government pursued the same course toward 
the prisoners captured and paroled by them that the United States 
Government proposed to adopt toward him (Colonel Hanson), and that 
upon that representation he waived his objections and reported for 
duty. 

Any facts tending to show that Colonel Hanson objected strenuously 
to the disregarding of his parole and that he was compelled finally to 
that course will have a favorable effect if embodied in a statement 
indorsed by such Federal officers as were Colonel H.’s superior officers, 
and cognizant of the circumstances as they occurred. 

Colonel H. thinks Generals Burbridge, Boyle, Hartsuff, and Burnside 
might each make statements which, if sent to the Confederate Govern- 
ment through the proper channels, would greatly benefit him. 

Will Mr. Prentice endeavor to secure the preparation and transmis- 
sion of these statements of the Federal generals to the Confederate 
Secretary of War and do what he can to assist Colonel H. in securing 
the representations of his friends, as the Confederate States Govern- 
ment has now only the evidence of his enemies before it? 

CHARLES W. HELM, 
Major, C. 8. Army. 


{Inclosure No. 2.] 


LOUISVILLE, KyY., January 24, 1865. 


I certify on honor that during the summer of 1863 at the time Lieut. 
Col. Charles S. Hanson, commanding Twentieth Kentucky Volunteer 
Infantry, U.S. Army, was captured with his regiment at Lebanon, Ky., 
and paroled by General John H. Morgan, C.S. Army, I was in com- 
mand of the District of Kentucky, in which Lebanon is situated; that 
Lieutenant-Colonel Hanson was under my command; that a few days 
after his capture Lieutenant-Colonel Hanson was ordered on active 
duty by Major-General Burnside, commanding Department of the Ohio, 
which included the District of Kentucky; that Lieutenant Colonel 
Hanson protested against this order as affecting both himself and his 
regiment; that he was ordered by Major-General Burnside to Camp 
Nelson, Ky., where he went without arms; that on my application he 
was ordered with his regiment from Camp Nelson to this city, where 
he was returned on garrison duty notwithstanding his protest; that 
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after he was notified of his exchange he accepted the coloneley of the 
Thirty-seventh Kentucky Volunteer Infantry and went into the field 
in command of his regiment. ; Se 

While under my command Colonel Hanson was not in position where 
he had any charge of prisoners of war, and whenever he has been 
brought in contact with them I believe he has exhibited more than 
ordinary humanity and consideration, and the above I believe to be 
the true facts in the case. 

J. T. BOYLE, 


Formerly Brigadier-General of Volunteers, U. S. Army. 


WASHINGTON. January 31. 1865. 
Maj. Gen. E. R. S. CAnBy, New Orleans : 
The Secretary of War approves the suggestion contained in your 
letter of the 17th instant on the subject of exchanges. 
BE. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General and Commissioner of Exchange. 


JANUARY 31, 1865.—For Special Orders, No. 49, War Department, 
Adjutant-General’s Office, relieving Brig. Gen. H. W. Wessells, U.S. 
Volunteers, from duty as Commissary-General of Prisoners, see Series 
I, Vol. XLVI, Part II, p. 314.] 


MILITARY PRISON, Louisville. January 31, 1865. 
Colonel HOFFMAN: 


Str: We have the honor to respectfully state that, having been left 
on the retreat of the Confederate army from Tennessee, at Franklin, to 
take care of the wounded who absolutely required our assistance, with 
the firm expectation of not being held as prisoners of war, supposing 
both Governments were acting in conformity with the cartel, viz, to 
consider surgeons as non-combatants, but find with unspeakable regret, 
for the sake of humanity and particularly for the welfare of the brave 
and gallant soldiers composing both armies in the future, that we are 
now none the less prisoners of war than those who shoulder muskets 
and wield the sword. We do therefore most respectfully and sincerely 
ask, since it is our duty and desire to heal rather than inflict wounds, 
that we be immediately forwarded to Confederate lines for delivery, or 
if it suit not the convenience of your Government at this time to remove 
us, beg that we may be granted a parole of honor until such time may 
arrive. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
OSCAR C. BROTHERS, 
Surgeon, O. S. Army. 
J. H. TRIPPE, 
Surgeon, Provisional Army, C. S. 
P. F. FITZGERALD, 
Assistant Surgeon, Provisional Army, C. 8. 
B. TEMPLE, 
Assistant Surgeon, Provisional Army, C. 8. 
G. W. TRIBBLE, 
Assistant Surgeon, Provisional Army, O. S. 
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HEADQUARTERS Fort CoLumsBus, 
New York Harbor, January 31, 1865. 
Col. J. V. BOMFORD, Commanding Post: 

Str: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
31st of January, 1865: 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—good. Clothing—tolerable. Bedding— 
scanty. State of quarters—good. State of mess-houses—good. State 
of kitchen—good. Food, quality of—good. Food, quantity of—accord- 
ing to existing regulations. Water—good. Sinks—good. Police of 
grounds—good. Drainage—none required. Police of hospital—good. 
Attendance of sick—good. Hospital diet—as required; same as other 
patients in hospital. General health of prisoners—good. Vigilance 
of guard—good. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. L. TALLMAN, 
Second Lieutenant, Twentieth Battery, Inspecting Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTHERN ALABAMA, 
Decatur, January 31, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. P. D. RoDDEY, 
Comdg. Confederate Forces, District of Northern Alabama: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that the proposition for 
exchange has been accepted by the provost-marshal-general, as will be 
seen by the accompanying telegram. Will you please give the informa- 
tion asked for in the telegram at your earliest convenience; also the 
number of prisoners that you have for exchange, and when you will be 
prepared to make the transfer? 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. S. GRANGER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


[Inclosure.] 


Brigadier-General GRANGER: 

You will report to Brig. Gen. H. W. Wessells, Provost-Marshal- 
General |Commissary-General of Prisoners] U.S. Armies, Washington, 
D. C., the organization forming Roddey’s command, if you know them, 
so that he can send you the prisoners belonging to his command to 


exchange for those of ours that Roddey now holds. 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 


Major-General, U. 8S. Army, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS U.S. FORCES, 
Morganza, La., January 31, 1865. 

Col. C. C. DWIGHT, ; 
Agent of Exchange, Hdgqrs. Mil. Div. of W. Miss., New Orleans, La. : 
CoLONEL: Ihave the honor to report that I succeeded to-day, through 
Colonel Chrysler, Second New York Veteran Cavalry, in delivering 
your dispatch for Major Szymanski, agent of exchange, C. 5S. Army, to 
Captain Ratliff, a Confederate officer, and taking receipt for the same. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DANIEL ULLMANN, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


158 PRISONERS OF WAR AND STATE, ETC. 


Hpers. MILITARY DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI, 
OFFICE OF AGENT OF EXCHANGE, 
New Orleans, January 31, 1865. 
Maj. JAMES R. CURELL, 
Assistant Agent of Hachange, Mobile, Ala. : 

Mason: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of the 20th instant making inquiries in regard to Messrs. 
James Campbell, A. J. Ruguley, and E. Montgomery, denominated pri- 
vate citizens, lately captured by our forces and held as prisoners. The 
name of James Campbell does not appear on the books of the commis- 
sary of prisoners of this military division, nor has that officer any 
knowledge of the man. An inquiry addressed to the commanding 
officer of the naval forces by which he was captured may elicit the 
desired information. Mr. A.J. Ruguley was captured on the Mississippi 
River some months since. He is described in an official communication 
of Maj. Ig. Szymanski, agent of exchange for the Trans-Mississippi 
Department, C.S. Army, as belonging to the Iron, Niter and Mining 
Bureau of the Confederate States. He is held as a prisoner of war. 

Mr. E. Montgomery is also held as a prisoner of war. Heis described 
in an official communication of Lieut. Col. N. G. Watts, your agent of 
exchange, as a captain in the C. S. Navy, and he also adds that desig- 
nation to his own signature to a paper lately transmitted from the 
military prison in which he is confined. 

The prisoners of the garrison of Fort Gaines who were retained on 
account of sickness at the time of the exchange of their comrades will 
be delivered with the naval prisoners, which I now hope may be very 
soon, 

I had the honor to write you yesterday inclosing a permission for the 
children of Mrs, Cobb to come within our lines, also informing you that 
Admiral Buchanan’s exchange is conceded. 

I am, major, very respectfully, 
CHAS. ©. DWIGHT, 
Colonel, Ge. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., January 31, 1865. 
General BRADLEY T. JOHNSON, Salisbury, N. C.: 

I have information, probably correct, that within the next ten or 
twenty days desperate efforts at escape will be made by the prisoners 
at Salisbury. They may probably be aided by attempted raids. Be 
on your guard. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., January 31, 1865. 
General BRADLEY T. JOHNSON, Salisbury, N. C.: 

I have later information that a raid is about to be made by Stoneman 
from East Tennessee to release the prisoners at Salisbury. Take and 
confer with your superior officers as to proper precautions. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 
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Hpqrs. Miu. Prisons East oF MississiPP1 RIVER, 
Columbia, S. O., January 31, 1865. 
General S. CooPpER, Adjutant and Inspector General : 


GENERAL: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram 
directing the release of all Federal prisoners held in close confinement 
or in irons, which has been carried into effect. 

There is in Richland Jail, at this place, a prisoner styled Colonel Ack- 
worth, a citizen of Georgia, of conscript age, who had been exempt as 
a practicing physician, and who, after Sherman passed his residence, 
raised a regiment for the enemy’s service. There is also another pris- 
oner, Capt. Shad. Harris, whose case is fully explained in the accom- 
panying papers. I respectfully ask instructions as to the course to be 
adopted in these two cases. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. H. WINDER, 
Brigadier- General. 
[First indorsement.] 
FEBRUARY 6, 1865, 

Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. 

Nothing is known in this office of the case of Colonel Ackworth. 
The statement in reference to Captain Harris is substantially correct. 
The record of the court-martial proceedings in his case is on file in the 
Judge-Advocate’s office. 

H. L. CLAY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Second indorsement. ] 
FEBRUARY 11, 1865. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL: 
Let them be held as prisoners. 
By order: 
J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


(Third indorsement.] 


FEBRUARY 14, 1865. 


Respectfully referred to Brigadier-General Gardner. 
Please see indorsement of the Secretary of War. 
By command of Secretary of War: 
H. L. CLAY, 


Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hpagrs. Min. Prisons EAST oF MISSISSIPPI RIVER, 
Columbia, S. O., January 31, 1865. 
Captain WITHERSPOON, 
Assistant Commissary of Subsistence, Columbia, 8. C.: 
CapTAin: The brigadier-general commanding desires me to say to 
you that under the instructions from the commanding general, sent 
through Major Guerin, either meat or sirup is to be issued to the pris- 
oners of war. The brigadier general commanding is informed that 
neither is issued, and directs me to call on you for an explanation of 
the reasons for the failure to issue. 
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Hpgrs. ©. 8S. Miz. Prisons Hast oF MISSISSIPPI RIVER, 
Columbia, S. C., January 31, 1865. 
Captain SENN: 

I am instructed by General Winder to request that you grant per- 
mission to Captain McChesney, a prisoner of war now in your custody, 
to visit Mrs. Feaster at her residence near the market. The general 
has reliable information that this officer has on various occasions been 
very kind to our people. You will put him on his honor not to say or 
do anything against this country, and to return at such hours as you 
may designate (say 10 o’clock). 

Mrs. Feaster wishes him to come this evening. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. S. WINDER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS FLORENCE MILITARY PRISON, 
Near Florence, S. C., January 31, 1865. 
Oapt. W. S. WINDER, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


Caprain: I have the honor to state that the ration now being issued 
to the prisoners at this prison is totally insufficient for their sustenance, 
as large numbers are dying daily, and I am satisfied it is from not 
being properly fed. The post commissary informs me that he is not 
furnished with sufficient stores to warrant him in increasing the ration. 
The following are the instructions from the Commissary-General, dated 
Richmond, October 3, 1864: ‘“‘Present scarcity of meat requires that 
prisoners be wholly subsisted on sorghum when practicable, and not 
on meat and sorghum, as provided in circular Ist October.” I cannot 
construe this as entirely cutting the prisoners off from meat rations, 
especially when sorghum cannot be had, which has been the case at 
this post for some time past. I am informed that the prisoners at 
Andersonville, Ga., are receiving one-half pound of beef every day, 
besides their regular bread rations, which sustains me in my construc- 
tion of the circular quoted above. Taking into consideration that 
these prisoners are not able to get anything but what is issued to them 
by the Government, for it is almost impossible for the sutler to procure 
supplies, coupled with the fact that they are very destitute of clothing, 
I feel it my duty to call the attention of the brigadier-general com- 
manding to these facts, and I respectfully request that if it is out of 
his power to remedy the evil that this communication be forwarded to 
the War Department for the action of the Secretary of War. If the 
Government is really not able to give these prisoners more to eat then 
no blame can be attached to any one; but if they are then I must think 
that the fault lies at the door of the Subsistence Department. 

I have the honor to state that the present ration is as follows: One 
pound of meal, one-half pound of peas, three pounds salt per 100 
rations per day. 

If a change in the ration can be made I will have the satisfaction of 
knowing that the prisoners under my charge are well housed, plenty of 
fuel, good hospital accommodations, and in as good a condition as they 
could reasonably expect. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. F. IVERSON, 
Ineutenant-Oolonel, Commanding Prison. 
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[First indorsement.] 


CoLUMBIA, 8. C., February 4, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to the Adjutant-General and most earnestly 
request that a remedy be immediately applied. The prisoners never 
will be properly fed until commissaries are ordered for prison duty. I 
never have been able to get anything from staff officers not on duty 
with the prisons. I hope that assistant commissaries will be ordered 
to report to me for duty, and that they be not, as heretofore, young 

men with no experience; the duty requires experience. 
JNO. H. WINDER, 
Brigadier- General. 
[Second indorsement. | 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
February 8, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to the Commissary-General. 
By order of the Secretary of War: 
H. bl. CLAY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Third indorsement. ] 
FEBRUARY 11, 1865, 

Respectfully returned to Adjutant and Inspector General. 

The following is a copy of an indorsement placed on a similar paper 
on December 16, 1864: 

The state of the commissariat will not allow the issue of a full ration to our own 
troops in the field, much less to prisoners of war. It is just that the men wh» 
caused the scarcity shall be the first to suffer from it. No need is seen tor an 


ailditional officer at Florence, S.C. Present appearances indicate the prospective 
necessity of a still greater reduction of the ration. 


L. B. NORTHROP, 
Commissary-General of Subsistence. 


[Fourth indorsement. } 


File. The prisoners have been ordered from Florence, and besides, 
the speedy exchange of all in our possession has been announced by 
authority of the Secretary of War. 

Myths, C., 


Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Abstract from report of sick and wounded, CO. S. military prison, Ander- 
sonville, Ga., for month of January, 1865. 


Remaining last report: 


RCE aoe dda bb BaL OL! Cab OU JA pC SASSO SE Bee eeice Der ArCePOnerc oe emaeo 742 
OVW UTE) Glee a ei ee a aie om apnea ai a gg a iel= = > ae prin rerialin owes fk 
otal 2S Is. Ret I Pe ecto wsinnni= 2 toueehar epi 2-2 oe piieken' se oe 813 
Taken sick or wounded during the month .-......-------- +--+ -----+ eeeeee-- 589 
Aggregate -.... 2.22. . 20-222 nn enn nnn nnn nn a ogee tee ones 1, 402 
Returned to duty...) fo. eet eo 5. oe a eee eee eee cnt enna nee 267 
Dice reise: .» 20> Seis 18s) 22 oa dale ete awe clerics ace 82 2 Sm aiuia Caiaiare 199 
MOtal See se tee eee see cee sate te ase nea saa cas loses ont cece nem 466 
Remaining: Sick, 869; wounded, 67; total....-...-------------------++---- 936 
Mean strength, enlisted men -.--.---- ceases Peper re eee 5, 000 
Average number on sick report daily in hospital........---.-+----+ eae eieeisiaci= 8904 
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WASHINGTON, D. C., February 1, 1865. 
Hon. Epwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 

Sir: -Since my letter of the 30th ultimo in reference to the exchange 
of prisoners my attention has been called to a statement in General 
Butler’s address to the people of Lowell which was not contained in 
the report of that address as seen by me. General Butler is reported 
as having stated that— 

“In August last Mr. Ould, finding negotiations were broken off and that no ex- 
changes were made, wrote to General Hitchcock, the commissioner at Washington, 
that the rebels were ready to exchange man for man all the prisoners held by them 
as I had proposed in December. 

I desire to say that no such letter as General Butler describes is on 
my files and that I have no recollection of having seen such a letter, 
and that if I had received such a letter 1 should have sent it to General 
Butler himself for his own action, for the reason that he had been des- 
ignated with the authority of the Secretary of War as the agent of 
exchange at Fort Monroe, to whom Mr. Ould should have addressed his 
communications. This would have been my proper course as being due 
to General Butler according to the position he held under the orders of 
the Government. 

I regret that General Butler did not state how he obtained his 
knowledge of the letter in question instead of leaving it to be inferred 
that the letter not only reached me, but that its not having been acted 
upon was owing to some decision of mine, when General Butler knows 
that he had not only assumed the entire control of the business of 
exchange, but protested against the action of the officers in that duty, 
under which protest Generals Foster, at Hilton Head, and Canby, at 
New Orleans, were directed to have nothing to do with that. subject. 
General Butler carrying this point so far finally as to order Lieutenant- 
Colonel Mulford not to receive any communication from Mr. Ould 
unless addressed to him, General Butler, and still further to guard 
against my receiving information from Mr. Ould, he directed Lieutenant- 
Colonel Mulford to make no reports to me, with a view as I suppose of 
compelling a recognition of his official character and position by the 
rebel authorities. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
! EK. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General of Vols., Commissioner for Exchange of Prisoners. 


P. S.—I request that this letter may be added to that of the 30th 
ultimo referred to above. 
E. A. H. 


SPECIAL ig on WaAR DeEpt?., ADJT. GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
No. 51. Washington, February 1, 1865. 
* * * * * * * 

61. Bvt. Brig. Gen, William Hoffman, U. S. Army, Commissary- 
General and Inspector of Prisoners of War, will relieve Brig. Gen. 
H. W. Wessells, U.S. Volunteers, in charge of the office of Commissary- 
General of Prisoners, in the city of Washington. 

* * * * * * * 


By order of the Secretary of War: 


E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington City, February 1, 1865. 
Governor BOREMAN, Wheeling, W. Va.: 


No objection is made by this Department to the friends of our pris- 
oners sending them Confederate paper or anything else. Whatever is 
sent to the exchange agent is transmitted to the prisoner to whom it 
is addressed. 

EDWIN M. STANTON. 


HEADQUARTERS FORT WARREN, 
Boston Harbor, February 1, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. WESSELLS, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. C.: 


Sir: I have the honor to ineclose herewith copy of letter* received 
from the Honorable Secretary of the Navy authorizing the release of 
the officers and seamen of the steamer Florida upon the express condi- 
tion that they leave the United States within ten days after being 
liberated. In pursuance thereof the remainder of the officers and sea- 
men of said steamer was this day released, the roll of which is here- 
with transmitted. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. A. ALLEN, 
Major, Second U. 8. Artillery, Commanding Post. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SAVANNAH, 
Savannah, Ga., February 1, 1865. 
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, 
Headquarters Department of the South: 

My medical director yesterday inspected the condition of the rebel 
prisoners confined at Fort Pulaski, and represents that they are in a 
condition of great suffering and exhaustion for the want of sufficient 
food and clothing; also that they have the scurvy to a considerable 
extent. He recommends, as a necessary sanitary measure, that they be 
at once put on full prison rations, and also that they be allowed to 
receive necessary articles of clothing from their friends. I would 
respectfully indorse the surgeon’s recommendations and ask author- 
ity to take such steps as may be necessary to relieve actual sickness 


and suffering. kOe. 
Brevet Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND, 
Eastport, February 1, 1865. 
General J. B. Hoop, C. 8S. Army, 
Commanding Confederate Forces : 

GENERAL: On the evening of the 1st of November, 1864, while the 
U. S. forces under the command of Major-General Howard, known as 
the Army and Department of the Tennessee, were near Powder Springs, 
Ga., three enlisted men belonging to that command were captured bya 
pand of guerrillas commanded by a captain, and two of them brutally 


* See Welles to Allen, January 17, p. 83. 
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murdered in cold blood by those guerrillas, and the other one shot at 
twice and was wounded each time, but succeeded in making his escape, 
and has made sworn statements as to the manner of death of his com- 
rades, with the additional statement that the rebel captain informed 
him that he would kill all Federal prisoners captured by his command. 
The names of the men who were captured are as follows: Corp]. Charles 
E. Ellis, Privates George Ford and Joseph Phillips. The corporal was 
killed instantly; the other two were taken ten miles in the country and 
then were shot at by a party of these guerrillas. At the first volley 
Private Ford was murdered, and while Phillips was wounded ‘another 
volley was fired which again wounded Private Phillips, who then ran 
and jumped down a bank into a stream of water, where he concealed 
himself until the guerrillas left and then came into our lines. This 
statement is forwarded by Brigadier-General Woods, commanding a 
division in Major-General Howard’s army, with the recommendation that 
Private Milton Dotson, of Ferguson’s command (Perrin’s regiment), be 
either shot or hung in retaliation for one of the murdered Union soldiers, 
which recommendation met the approval of Major-General Howard in 
these words: 

Private Dotson has been sent as a prisoner of war to Chattanooga. I would 
respectfully recommend that he be shot in retaliation for the cold-blooded murder 
of Private George Ford, Company G, Sixth Iowa Cavalry, herein described, and that 
action be published so as to come to the notice of parties interested. 

I have the honor to inform you that the prisoner Dotson is now under 
guard at Louisville, Ky. The papers in this case have been returned to 
General Howard with the information that the prisoner is held subject 
to his disposal, and will be sent to him on his application. 


[Indorsement. ] 


This letter was originally intended for General Hood, but as there 
was at the date of this letter no other business requiring a flag of truce 
to be sent up, it has been retained until the present time, and is now 
sent (February 18, 1865, the letter being entered according to date) to 
Major-Genera] Forrest, as the successor in command to General Hood. 
This by direction of Major-General Thomas. 

WM. D. WHIPPLE, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 


HpDQxs. DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND, 
INSPECTOR-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Chattanooga, February 1, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. A. VON SCHRADER, 
Assistant Inspector-General, Department of the Oumberland : 

COLONEL: In obedience to your order I make the following report 
of an inspection of the prisons of this post: 

The military prison (Department of the Cumberland) under charge 
of Captain Wiggins, Ninth Michigan, is in very good condition, and 
improvements have been made lately that will make it quite comfort- 
able, at least more so than it has been during the past winter. Every- 
thing ge clean, and the regulations, both sanitary and for discipline, 
are good. 

The prison (District of the Etowah) under charge of Captain Wassem, 
Thirty-second Indiana, is quite dirty and therefore very uncomfortable. 
Captain Wassem accounts for this by saying that it has been impossible 
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to get brooms and such other things as are necessary to keep it clean. 
He says he has made repeated applications for these things, but the 
persons to whom he has applied have failed to furnish them. Captain 
Brayton, Fifteenth U.S. Infantry, who has lately assumed the duties 
of provost-marshal, District of the Etowah, assures me, however, that 
the prison shall have a complete and thorough renovation. 

_ The post prison, under charge of Lieutenant Scovill, —— Regiment, 
is a miserable place, barely affording shelter from the rain, much less 
protection from cold. It is a mere shell, open at both ends and very 
dirty. If possible some other place should be prepared as post prison, 
or this repaired or put in such condition that those confined can at 
least be protected from the inclemency of the weather. 

There are generally three classes of prisoners confined in these 
prisons: First, Federal soldiers; second, Government employés and 
citizens; third, prisoners of war. Federal prisoners receive full rations, 
while all others receive half, except when at work, when they receive 
something additional. It seems, however, that even half rations are 
sufficient, except in cold weather, when it is said that all seem to want 
more than they get. In warm weather they don’t eat all of half 
rations. The only complaint that is made by the prisoners is that they 
don’t get enough wood; that they suffer very frequently from cold. 
The keepers of prisons tell me that it is sometimes impossible to get 
even all they are entitled to for lack of transportation. There seems 
to be no lack of wood, but a want of the means to get it to the prisons. 
At the post prison, where they are entitled to thirty cords per month, 
they got but fourteen for the month of January. Something should be 
done by which wood enough can be furnished. In all prisons where 
wood is not sufficient suffering is always very great. 

Sometimes men, from the peculiarity of their cases, are confined for 
months before they can be disposed of. During this time, no matter 
what the enormity of their crime, I don’t think it right that they be 
compelled to undergo suffering, sometimes far greater than the punish- 
ment for their crimes would be. Every crime has its punishment and 
that punishment is sufficient. I think, therefore, that everything 
should be done to keep these persons from suffering until they are 
disposed of by court-martial or otherwise. 

In your instructions you directed me to give the names of all prisoners 
confined and their offenses, whether charges had been preferred against 
them, and whether acted upon or not. I refrain [from] giving these 
names for the reason that upon investigation, questioning of prisoners, 
examination of prison records, &c., I feel that none are unjustly 
confined, and it would, therefore, make a very long and useless report. 
Men sometimes lie in prison for months owing to some informality in 
charges, &c., but can not be released because they are really guilty of 
the crime for which they are confined; others for want of evidence, 
owing to the difficulty in getting it. To this class belong the “bounty 
jumpers,” and lately some have been confined upon mere statements, 
but subsequently released and steps taken to prevent the continuance 
of the practice. There are many causes that delay the prosecution of 
these persons and prolong their confinement that cannot be remedied. 
Upon full investigation I find that none are confined unjustly. If you 
still desire, however, that I furnish the list of names, &c., I will do so, 
as I have the records in my possession. 

Ihave the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ED. KNOBLE, 
Lieut. and Actg. Asst. Insp. Gen., Dept. of the Owmberland. 
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RicHMOND, February 1, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT: 

GENERAL: We had the honor to forward to you on the 14th of 
January, by flag-of-truce boat, an application for permission to procee 
to the United States for the purpose of supplying the wants of prisoners 
from the State of Alabama. The closing of that mode of communica- 
tion by the ice in the river has induced our Government to grant us 
permission to communicate with you by another channel. We inclose 
a@ copy (substantially) of our former letter, and as it is a matter of the 
highest interest to the Government and people of our State, most 
respectfully ask that we may be permitted to confer with you in person 
in regard to it. If such an interview should be deemed by you incon- 
sistent with the interests of your Government or inconvenient to your- 
self, we would be pleased to receive your decision on our application of 
the 14th ultimo. 

We have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servants, 
M. LEHMAN, 
I. T. TICHENOR, 
Agents of the State of Alabama. 


[Inclosure. ] 
RICHMOND, January, 1865. 
General GRANT, Commanding U. S. Army: 

Siz: We have the honor to announce to you that the Legislature of 
the State of Alabama has appropriated $500,000 for the relief of the 
prisoners from that State held by the United States. The undersigned 
having been appointed by the Governor to carry out the object of this 
appropriation, most respectfully ask through you permission to proceed 
to the United States for this purpose. Having obtained permission 
from the Confederate Government to carry out cotton to the amount of 
this appropriation, we are instructed by the Governor of Alabama to 
ask permission to ship this cotton through the blockade for the purpose 
of supplying the prisoners from that State with blankets, clothing, and 
such other things as may be necessary for their comfort. We beg leave 
to suggest Mobile Bay as the point from which this cotton may be 
shipped. We would further state that it would be agreeable to the 

‘Governor of Alabama if a vessel belonging to the United States, or 
citizens thereof, should be permitted to carry this cotton from Mobile 
Bay to the port of New York; to be sold there for the purpose already 
indicated. We deem it proper to say that our mission is confined 
strictly to the object stated in this communication; it embraces nothing 
of a military or political nature. If permitted to carry out the object 
of our mission we will cheerfully submit to such rules, regulations, and 
paroles as are usual in such cases. We well know that a gallant soldier 
must feel for the condition of those brave men who by the fortunes of 
war are held as prisoners; exposed to the rigors of a climate to which 
they are not accustomed, the severities of which are augmented by the 
privations necessarily attendant upon their condition. We make this 
request with confidence, assured that your sympathies for the unfortu- 
nate brave will lead you to do all in your power to promote the benevo- 
lent design intrusted to us by the State of Alabama. 

We have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient 
servants, 

M. LEHMAN. 
I. T. TICHENOR. 
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RicuMonD, VA., February 1, 1865. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES: 


Str: I have the honor to report my arrival in this city from Danville 
on Thursday, the 26th ultimo. Upon the following day I received offi- 
cial information from Mr. Ould, agent of exchange, of my appointment 
as agent to receive and distribute supplies for Union prisoners. Yester- 
day the supplies, consisting of 650 private packages and 50 bales of 
blankets, were transferred to me. I have been paroled to attend to 
this business, together with Lieut. L. Markbreit, Twenty-eighth Ohio 
Volunteers, who will assist me. A suitable warehouse has been pro- 
vided for storing the supplies, and I am assured by Mr. Ould that every 
facility for their transportation will be provided. I have this day issued 
250 Blankets to the Federal prisoners in this city, and shall in a day or 
two, as soon as transportation can be obtained, send the balance to the 
prisoners at Danville and Salisbury, who are in more pressing need. I 
have nominated three officers at each of those prisons to receive and 
distribute these supplies. A traveling agent will accompany them upon 
the road to insure their safe delivery. In addition to the blankets I 
think there are needed at least 2,000 complete suits of clothing (exclu- 
sive of overcoats, which are unnecessary) to clothe our men that are 
absolutely naked, or nearly so. I would recommend that they be sent. 
I find myself in need of funds to defray the public expenses incident to 
my present position, and therefore would request that $10,000 in Con- 
federate funds be sent me by next flag of truce. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH HAYES, 
Brigadier-General, U. 8S. Volunteers. 


{Indorsement.] 


City Point, VA., February 6, 1865. 
Respectfully forwarded to the Secretary of War for his information. 
No action is required on any of the requisitions, as they can all be 
attended to from here, and in the greater part have already been filled. 
U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


STATE OF NoRTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Raleigh, February 1, 1865. 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON, Secretary of War: 

DEAR SiR: I beg leave to call your attention to the condition of the 
Federal prisoners of war at Salisbury, N. ©. Accounts reach me of 
the most distressing character in regard to their suffering and destitu- 
tion. I earnestly request you to have the matter inquired into, and if 
in our power to relieve them that it be done. If they are willfully 
left to suffer when we can avoid it, it would be not only a blot upon our 
humanity, but would lay us open to a severe retaliation. I know how 
straitened our means are, however, and will cast no blame upon any 
one without further sn foRmaion: ip abe h 

fully, your obedient servan 
PRISER ES ney aa 0B VANCE 


[First indorsement. } 


FEBRUARY 7, 1865, 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY: 


I think the subject of this letter deserves immediate attention, and 
that an officer should be sent at once to investigate the condition of 
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the prisoners and make report. If you agree with me in this opinion, 
direct the Adjutant-General to send a suitable officer without delay. 
JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Secretary of War. 


[Second indorsement.] 
FEBRUARY 7, 1865. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL: 

Cause an inspection to be made of the prison at Salisbury, and have 
such directions given to the inspection officer as will enable him to cor- 
rect the evils complained of. 

By order: 

J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


(Third indorsement.] 


COLONEL: I’d like you to attend to this matter. 
R. H. C[HILTON}. 


CoLuMBIA, February 1, 1865. 
General S. CooPER, Adjutant and Inspector General: 


I cannot [get] along with present arrangement of Subsistence Depart- 
ment. Must have an assistant commissary for the prisoners here. 
Please send one. 

JNO. H. WINDER, 
Brigadier- General. 


STATE OF NoRTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Raleigh, February 1, 1865. 
General BRADLEY T. JOHNSON, Salisbury, N. C.: 


Most distressing accounts reach me of the suffering and destitution 
of the Yankee prisoners under your charge. If the half be true, it is 
disgraceful to our humanity and will provoke severe retaliation. I hope, 
however, it is not so bad as represented; but lest it be so, I hereby 
tender you any aid in my power to afford to make their condition more 
tolerable. I know the great scarcity of food which prevails, but shelter 
and warmth can certainly be provided, and I can spare you some 
clothing if the Yankees will deliver as much to North Carolina troops 
in Northern prisons. Please let me hear from you. 

Respectfully, yours, 


Z. B. VANCE. 


MILITARY PRISON, Meridian, Miss., [February 1, 1865]. 

Capt. J. H. TREZEVANT, Commanding Post of Meridian, Miss.: 

CAPTAIN: We, the undersigned, on behalf of the Federal officers con- 
fined at this post, beg leave to submit the following statement in regard 
to our present situation: Weare at present confined in a stockade witha 
Jot of Confederate prisoners who are there for most every offense, and 
many of them are bad characters, disposed to steal everything they can 
lay hands on. Our quarters are heated by a fire built in the center 
which fills the apartment with smoke. The grounds surrounding them 
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are very filthy, the whole having been used as acommon sink. We 
would respectfully ask that we may be granted a parole and be assigned 
to certain limits outside of the stockade. We have at times been 
allowed the privilege of a parole, which privilege we have in no respect 
violated. For the truth of which we would refer to the annexed state- 
ment of Capt. W. R. C. Lyons, commanding Twenty-fifth Louisiana 
Volunteers. 
JOHN T. HESSER, 
Captain, Sixty-first Illinois Infuntry, Prisoner of War. 
DAVID D. NEGLEY, 
Captain Company CO, 124th Indiana Volunteers. 


I certify that the above officers have been under my charge since 
leaving Columbia, Tenn. That they have been allowed many liberties 
and have had frequent opportunities to escape, but have so far always 
preserved their promise inviolate. 

W. R. C. LYONS, 


Captain, Commanding Twenty-fifth Louisiana Infantry. 


[First indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY Post, 
Meridian, Miss., February 1, 1865. 
Respectfully forwarded, with the request that the parole of the officers, 
sixteen in number, be accepted, and that they be given the privilege of 
certain limits within the post. Requisition has been made upon Uap- 
tain Pennington, post quartermaster, for such articles as are absolutely 
required for policing the prison grounds, and he is unable to fill it at 
this time. 
In absence of Capt. J. H. Trezevant: 
JNO. M. MOREY, 
Post Adjutant. 


[Second indorsement. } 


Hpgrs. Dist. oF MIDDLE AND EAST MISSISSIPPI, 
Meridian, February 1, 1865. 


Respectfully forwarded for, and in absence of, Col. W. Kk. Miles. 
J. M. KERNEY, 
Lieutenant and Assistant Adjutant-General, 


{Third indorsement. ] 


Hpers. DEPARTMENT OF ALA., MISS., AND EAST LA, 
Meridian, February 3, 1865. 
Cannot such dispositions be made as will place these officers in con- 


finement with prisoners from the Federal Army alone? 
E. SURGET, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Fourth indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY Post, 
Meridian, Miss., February 3, 1865. 
Respectfully forwarded. ; ; 
The provisions of the cartel, if i mistake not, require that the officers 
be confined apart from the men, if possible. We have now about 700 
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Federals in the stockade and our guards are light. The sanitary con. 
dition of the Federal stockade is even worse than that of the Con- 
federate. The officers propose to erect their own quarters in such place 
as may be allotted them, if none can be had on the ground. 
In absence of Capt. J. H. Trezevant: 
JNO. M. MOREY, 


Post Adjutant. 


Ciry Point, VA., February 2, 1865—11.30 a.m. 
Hon. Epwin M. STANTON, Secretary of War: 

I am endeavoring to make arrangements to exchange about 3,000 
prisoners per week. This is as fast and probably faster than they can 
be delivered to us. Please have facilities given Lieutenant-Colonel 
Mulford to get rebel prisoners to comply with this arrangement. I 
would like disabled troops (troops from Missouri, Kentucky, Arkansas, 
Tennessee, and Louisiana) sent first, as but few of these will be got in 
the ranks again, and as we can count upon but little re-enforcement from 
the prisoners we get. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Ineutenant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS FORT WARREN, 
Boston Harbor, February 2, 1865. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.: 

Str: In pursuance of instructions received from the Navy Depart- 
ment the officers and seamen of the insurgent steamer Florida were 
released yesterday, the Ist instant, upon their complying with the 
express conditions, and embarked on the steamer Canada for Europe. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. A. ALLEN, 
Major, Second U. 8. Artillery, Commanding Post. 


City Point, VA., February 2, 1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel MULFORD, Steamer New York: 


Inform Colonel Hatch, who is now on his way to see you, that all 
Confederate prisoners confined in cells or in irons have been ordered 
to Fort Monroe, subject to your orders, for the purpose of carrying out 
the proposition made by Colonel Ould. Ask that a corresponding 
order may be made for Federal prisoners, and that they be brought to 
Richmond, so that the exchange may be speedily made. You may 
also make arrangements for exchanging 3,000 -prisoners per week, or 
as many as can be delivered on each side. I think 3,000 probably is as 
many as can be delivered weekly, until arrangements better than now 
exist can be made for transporting them. Let your arrangements look 
to an exchange man for man until the party having the fewest pris- 
oners is exhausted of all on hand. 

U. S. GRANT, 
LInteutenant-General. 
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JONES’ LANDING, February 2, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT: 


Your dispatch received. I have already forwarded Mr. Ould a letter 
on the subject of hostages, of which I send you a copy.* The other 
matter I will arrange immediately and report to you the result. 

JNO. E, MULFORD, 
Tieutenant- Colonel, ce. 


37 BLEECKER STREET, New York, February 2, 1865. 
General H. W. WESSELLS, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. C.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to request that you will send mea 
statement of the number of rebel prisoners now confined in the several 
prisons under your charge to enable General Beall to distribute his 
supplies judiciously. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. E. PAINE, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


HDQRs. FORTY-FOURTH U.S. COLORED INFANTRY, 
Chattanooga, Tenn., February 2, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. L. THOMAS, 
Adjutant-General U. 8. Army, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report the following: On the 20th of 
December, 1864, Capt. Charles G. Penfield, commanding Company E, 
Forty-fourth U.S. Colored Infantry; Lieutenant Fitch, Twelfth U.S. 
Colored Infantry, and Lieutenant Cooke, Seventeenth [Twelfth] U.S. 
Colored Infantry, were captured in the vicinity of Triune, Tenn., by a 
company of independent scouts of Forrest’s command under Captain 
Harvey. The three officers were marched along guarded by four cavalry- 
men of this command until the evening of the 22d, when, without 
previous warning, the men who were guarding them at the time delib- 
erately murdered Captain Penfield and Lieutenant Cooke and badly 
wounded Lieutenant Fitch, whom they left for dead and who afterward 
escaped and made the above statement. This cold-blooded murder was 
perpetrated in the vicinity of Colambia, Tenn. I very respectfully 
request that, in justice to the officers of colored regiments, some measures 
of retaliation be adopted for this terrible outrage, which, to judge from 
Captain Penfield’s character as a nan and soldier, I am sure of it, on 
his part, was not provoked. He was left sick and tired after the battle 
of Nashville, in which he behaved with gallantry, at the small village 
of Triune, and was captured while endeavoring to catch up with his 
command. 

I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. JOHNSON, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
[First indorsement. } 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE ETOWAH, 
Chattanooga, February 4, 1865. 


Respectfully forwarded. 
JAMES B. STEEDMAN, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


*See January 27, p. 136. 
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[Second indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND, 
Nashville, February 14, 1865. 
Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army for 
information and action of War Department, with copy of letter to 
General Hood from the general commanding inclosed.* 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Major-General, U. 8S. Army, Commanding. 


AvuGusTA, February 2, 1865. 
General 8S. CoopER, Adjutant and Inspector General: 
Prisoners of war at Florence should be sent at once to Southwest 
Georgia, or in its vicinity, where they may be fed. 
G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
General. 


[First indorsement. ] 
Respectfully submitted to the Honorable Secretary of War. 
JOHN W. RIELY, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 
[Second indorsement. } 
FEBRUABY 3, 1865. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL: 
Advise General Winder as to this opinion and submit it to his judg- 
ment, informing him that the Department inclines to adopt the view. 
J.A.S. 
{Third indorsement. ] 
FEBRUARY 4, 1865. 
See telegram to Brigadier-General Winder. t 
RIELY. 


Hpgrs. C. 8. MIL. PRISONS EAST OF MISSISSIPPI RIVER, 
Columbia, 8. C., February 2, 1865. 
Capt. H. A. M. HENDERSON, Cahaba, Ala.: 

CAPTAIN: Your letter of January 13 has been received, and I am 
directed by the general commanding to inform you that the Federal 
money in your hands you will hold subject to the order of the Quarter- 
master-General or his authorized agent. I shall notify Capt. C. Morfit, 
assistant quartermaster at Richmond, that you have that amount. He 
has charge of all these moneys. The Government pay five for one, that 
ratio having been fixed by the Quartermaster-General. When the 
quartermaster pays for the greenbacks you can pay yourself for what 
you have advanced, for that money then becomes the property of the 
prisoners. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. S. WINDER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hparxs. C. 8S, MIL. PRISONS EAST OF MISSISSIPPI RIVER, 
Columbia, S. O., February 2, 1865. 
Capt. C. MorFIT, Assistant Quartermaster, Richmond, Va.: 
Caprain: Capt. H. A. M. Henderson, late commanding the prison 
at Cahaba, Ala., informs me that he has $700 U. S. Treasury notes 


*See Thomas to Hood, January 13, p. 64. tSee p. 181. 
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belonging to prisoners on which he has advanced them money, and 
wishes to know what is to be done with it. I have written him that 
the Quartermaster-General buys them at five for one, and that you 
were the authorized agent of the Quartermaster-General. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. S. WINDER. 


SHREVEPORT, La., Februa ; 
Col. Ic. SZYMANSKI, ist al Veo 
Commissioner for Exchange, Department of Trans-Mississippi: 
COLONEL: I wish to call your attention to the fact that when a Con- 
federate officer dies in a Federal prison possessed of money, neither 
his friends nor heirs are allowed to use or derive any benefit from it, 
but the amount of which he died possessed is said to be torwarded to 
Washington, D. C., to be placed to the credit of a prison fund. What 
that fund is to be appropriated for I am unable to say. 
I am, your obedient servant, 
J. C. JOHNSON, 


Tieutenant-Oolonel Bell’s Regiment Arkansas Infantry. 


WASHINGTON, February 3, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT: 

Rebel prisoners of war belonging to regiments from Missouri, Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee, Arkansas, and Louisiana and disabled prisoners 
are distributed through all the prison stations. Shall I collect them 
together at Point Lookout preparatory to their being forwarded for 
exchange? It will be attended with some delay; some deliveries must 
first be made from there to make room for them. 

W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


City Point, VA., February 3, 1865. 
Col. WILLIAM HoFFMAN, Commissary-General of Prisoners: 
The prisoners designated in your dispatch may be collected at Point 
Lookout as far as there is room for them. In the meantime exchanges 


will be made from those prisoners convenient to reach. 
U. S. GRANT, 


Lieutenant- General. 


NEw YorRK, February 3, 1865. 


Brig. Gen. H. E. Parvez, U.S. Volunteers, Present: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to state that since commencing business 
considerable inconvenience has been experienced on account of my 
having no sign to mark my place of business. On yesterday morning 
a business letter of importance was left undelivered to me till late at 
night, the party having charge of it being unable to find my place of 
business. I have a sign—the one I used before, and of which some 
remarks were made in the newspapers; it reads, “Office Brig. Gen. W. 
N. R. Beall, Confederate agent to supply prisoners of war;” is painted 
on a sheet of tin fifteen aud one-half inches in height and twenty inches 
long; was placed inside of my glass window in the front door. Is there 
any objection to putting this sign up? If so, please tell ine how it can 
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be altered to suit your views, or if there is any objection to my putting 
up a sign I will be glad to have you say so. Ihave heard nothing 
from General Van Vliet in reference to the shipment of supplies to the 
prisoners (Elmira Depot, Fort mare hori and vere ale 
ery respectfu our obedient serv 
meee SM. N. BR. BEALL, 
Brigadier-General, Provisional Army, C. &., 
Paroled Prisoner and Agent to Supply Prisoners of War. 


37 BLEECKER STREET, New York, February 3, 1865. 
General W. N. R. BEALL, 75 Murray Street, New York: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose a statement from General 
Wessells of the number of persons confined at different posts. Inas- 
much as a peremptory order relating to the subject was issued from 
the War Department, which has not been rescinded or changed, I sup- 
pose there is but one course to take. I will speak with you on this 
subject when I meet you. My note was sent to General Van Vliet 
yesterday. You will doubtless soon hear from him. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. E. PAINE, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


[Inclosure. ] 


Statement of prisoners of war on hand at the following camp prisons, §c., up to the 
latest received dates. 


Qo 
a3 
: ec! “ 
Prison. . of D 
: & oF 2 : 
Ee $ =a £ 3 
ie | SES ¥> iS) 
iS) Cet Ay al 
Alton Military Prison, Ell! 5s .a'c coi s/a'ols\s\s/e\sioiaisic/alaveierslerstoutais siaivinissia 262 50 68 976 1, 356 
Camp ‘Chases Obi0~ oa.25s8ei< hocees eels own e seinen san see eee 140 | 177) 1,417] 7,339 9, 073 
Campa ouglasinn cece sean ae oes e nee ant ee ee eyes Cilreeoms 1,588 | 10,082 | 11, 676 
Camp Morton, Ind..... a es Pas he St a A oh may ee 21 ?) 329 | 3,945 4,297 
Fort Warren, Boston Harbor .-.- 104 3 67 135 309 
Fort McHenry...- 72 4 19 100 195 
Fort Lafayette -.. 17 2 3 19 60 
Fort Delaware ... Se ae --| 82 |1, 260 778 | 5,642 7, 768 
Mort Colambus i222 foe sacctiaes cea beatae = dda setlists hear eee ees 1 esteue 3 30 34 
Johnson's Islands. so cohe us fees bceecon sete eet owas eee ae 28 /2, 883 i) 122 3, 034 
Lincoln General) Hospitall= s-<c sen cco mete soe eee ee seen ee eee eee 7 1 53 61 
Eituontockts. ae saa ceace ee eee = Seen eee ee eee eee eee cae 25 32 9 215 281 
Louisville ators <a s Selun, 12 oh omade ts ce co ane cee ae (a) | (a) (a) (a) (a) 
Memphis (up to dianuary, 26,1865)! © o. . wctseecie ce cen se peneweeeee. Bi ivcmeiste 29 476 613 
New Orleans, La. (up to January 10, 1865).......-...---2..------- 33 AD ledesaes 115 167 
Ship Teltnd) Des oie. oc cemecw naan emacamet ee ecco caeeoeee 
Point Lookout: Md). : visas xccapcccumee ee cc anee ere ee eee es 
Elmira Depot, Newox orks. qceacescteceen caste cee eee ces 
Nashville Penn ...c+ sscticne dem etnee eles einetine meena eitre atone 
Old Capitol, Washington ...............-- 
Beskilaland shi sess ote ee ee. eae 
West's pera be Hospital, Baltimore . 
Wjbeeling Wi. Vac. - 225. Soeveseese 
Gratiot Street Prison, Saint Louis... 
Hospital, Pulaski, Tenn ............... 
Hospital, Columbia, Tenn................ 
Hospital, Franklin; Totin:cccccccoscs cesteeccee eure mere eee 
ME OLAL css sstidacdetete ep Losin s Meant eet tee eee ee ee 


a None permanently. 


Sixty officers and 200 enlisted men of Sherman’s captures have been ordered to 


Point Lookout, iia with some wounded prisoners from Fort Fisher. Number 
not yet ascertained. 
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Hpgrs. FortTy-FourTH U.S. CoLorep INFANTRY, 
Chattanooga, Tenn., February 3, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. L. THomas, 
Adjutant-General U. 8. Army, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to forward inclosed the statement of 
an enlisted man of the Forty-fourth U.S. Colored Infantry, captured 
at Dalton, Ga., October 13, 1864, who subsequently escaped and is on 
duty in his company now. 

Thave already forwarded reports* stating that although I surrendered 
my command at the place named above “‘as prisoners of war,” their treat- 
ment was not that accorded to prisoners of war generally. They were, 
even under my own eyes a day after their capture, forced to tear up the 
railroad track between Dalton and Tunnel Hill. Since, 1 have heard 
from every mar who escaped captivity and returned to the regiment, 
that they were not only deprived of their clothing, barbarously treated, 
and when sick sometimes shot down, but constantly worked in a most 
brutal manner that even surpassed the harshest treatment they had 
ever received while in bondage. 

I believe it to be my duty to the officers and men under my command 
to call your attention to this matter and to respectfully request you to 
have some measures adopted to relieve the sufferings of these unfortu- 
nate men of the Forty-fourth Regiment in captivity. The officers and 
soldiers who have experienced and witnessed this degrading and inhu- 
man treatment feel it deeply, and they can only look to the Government 
in whose service they have volunteered, whose uniform they wear, and 
which has promised them the protection afforded to other soldiers, to 
avenge the insults offered and the outrages perpetrated upon them. 

Il am, general, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: L. JOHNSON, 
Colonel, Commanding 


{Inclosures. ] 


Camp FoRTY-FOURTH U.S. COLORED INFANTRY, 
Chattanooga, Tenn., February 3, 1865. 


[Col. L. JOHNSON: | 

COLONEL: I have the honor to submit the following statement: I, 
with the regiment, was captured at Dalton, Ga., October 13, 1864, The 
enlisted men of the regiment were compelled by the rebels to tear up 
the railroad track in that vicinity. We, the captured men of the 
Forty-fourth U. 8S. Colored Infantry, were marched from Dalton to 
Selma, Ala. From thence we were forwarded to Corinth, Miss., at 
which place we were compelled to labor on railroads. The number of 
men of the Forty-fourth who labored on these roads I estimated at about 
350. During the time I was in the hands of the rebels there were 
about 250 men of the Forty-fourth delivered to their former masters, or 
men who claimed to own them, thereby returning these men to slavery. 
The Forty-fourth arrived at Corinth, Miss., and commenced labor on 
or about the 1st of December, 1864, at which labor I remained until I 
effected my escape about the 25th of December, 1864, and arrived at 
Memphis, Tenn., and from thence I reported to my command at 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 

When I left the rebels there were about 125 men of the Forty-fourth 
still laboring on these railroads, the remainder having either been sent 
to the hospital to die, or turned over to civilians as slaves, or effected 


* See Series I, Vol. XXXIX, Part I, pp. 717-724. 
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their escape. While with them our ration consisted of one pint of corn- 
meal per day and a small portion of fresh oat one aint per week. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servan 
5 dooney JOHN 8. LEACH, 
Sergeant, A Company, Forty-fourth U. 8. Colored Infantry. 


CHATTANOOGA, TENN., February 3, 1865. 


I certify that while a prisoner in the hands of the enemy, on the 18th 
day of October, 1864, I was delivered as a slave by rebel authorities to 
a man who claimed to be my owner, and that I subsequently made my 
escape. 

JOSEPH BUCKNER, 
First Sergeant A Company, Forty-fourth U. 8. Colored Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF EASTERN ARKANSAS, 
Helena, Ark., February 3, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. C. T, CHRISTENSEN, Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Str: About the 1st of May, [1864,|] my troops captured First Lieut. 
T. C. Casteel, First Arkansas Cavalry; First Lieut. J. H. Yerby, First 
Arkansas Cavalry; First Lieut. W.. H. H. Thomas, adjutant Ninth 
Missouri Infantry; Private T. Stoneham, First Arkansas Cavalry; 
Private T. A. Quarles, First Arkansas Cavalry; Private J. G. Smith, 
First Arkansas Cavalry, all of whom violated the laws of war, and I 
reported their cases to General Steele* and requested him to apply to 
the Secretary of War for an order to incarcerate them at the Tortugas 
or some Northern prison until the close of the war. On the 12th of 
May General Canby was here, to whom I gave a copy of my letter, and 
understood him to concur with me. These men have been confined in 
the military prison of this post, which is a brick building two stories 
high, the lower story being secured with iron bars and doors, and the 
yard of half an acre is inclosed with a palisade fence. They have been 
allowed the privileges of the whole house, kitchen, and yard during the 
day, but have been locked up in the lower story at night. General 
Steele has never replied to my letter. The reasons for making the 
above request were as follows: All of these persons have violated the 
laws of war by making midnight thieving excursions to the plantations 
leased by the Government to peaceful citizens, and stealing from them 
horses, mules, watches, money, clothing, and provisions. I have evi- 
dence that Lieutenant Casteel has more than once fired on unarmed 
boats; that he has had one white man named Hobbs and two negroes 
killed; that he has had other negroes unmercifully whipped, and that 
all the others above named have been principals or accomplices in 
sundry acts of crime and brutality. These men have all been secreted, 
harbored, and encouraged by the people in this vicinity, and they have 
had to be hunted from their hiding places, and it has taken months to 
capture them. Now, if such men should be treated as prisoners of war 
and exchanged it is certain they would return to their former hiding 
places and practices. They with others have stolen over 300 mules 
and horses since I have been in command, which led me to enforce 


*See Series I, Vol. XXXIV, Part III, p. 562, 
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hen Grant’s retaliatory orders. I have just received the followin g 
etter: 


OFFICE OF COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 


. Washington, D. C., January 21, 1866. 
Brig. Gen. N. B. Burorb, Helena, Ark. : cia d ete 


GENERAL: I am authorized to request that the following-named officers and 
enlisted men of the rebel army, who are said to be in close continement in cells at 
Helena, Ark., be immediately released and forwarded, under proper guard, to Lieut, 
Col. John E. Mulford, agent for exchango of prisoners, Fort Monroe, Va., viz: 
Lieut. John H. Yerby, Lieutenant Casteel, Lientenant Thomas, Privates Thomas A. 
Quarles, Thomas Stoneham, and John [G.] Smith. Please report your action. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. W. WESSELLS, 

Brig. Gen., U. S. Volunteers, Inspector and Commissary-General of Prisoners. 
and in compliance with it send five of the prisoners first named, and 
alsc Capt. John R. Swan, of Dobbin’s brigade, who has been guilty 
of the same offenses charged to the others, but captured since then, to 
General Canby, at New Orleans, for his decision whether he will forward 
them to Fortress Monroe, as requested by General Wessells, or make 
other disposition of them. A long time ago I sent J. G. Smith, with 
other prisoners, North. I do this as the men will be less liable to 
escape by this route than by the northern route, if forwarded to Fortress 
Monroe, and will be less expensive to the Government. I send you 
the prisoners in charge of Lieut. A. D. Atkinson, of the Twenty-third 
Wisconsin Infantry. The guard is furnished by the Sixty-eighth U.S. 
Colored Infantry, who are en route to New Orleans. Lieutenant Atkin- 
son is ordered to return when he turn, over his prisoners and gets your 
answer. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
N. B. BUFORD, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF EASTERN ARKANSAS, 
Helena, Ark., February 3, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. WESSELLS, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners: 

Sir: Your letter of the 21st ultimo is received. One of the prison- 
ers named, J. G. Smith, was sent to Northern prisons via Cairo some 
months ago. The others, First Lieut. T. [C.| Casteel, First Arkansas 
Cavalry; First Lieut. J. H. Yerby, First Arkansas Cavalry; First 
Lieut. W. H. H. Thomas, adjutant Ninth Missouri Infantry; Private 
T. Stoneham, First Arkansas Cavalry; Private T. A. Quarles, First 
Arkansas Cavalry, and Capt. J. R. Swan, of Dobbin’s brigade, who is 
guilty of the same offenses as the others, will be sent to Fortress Mon- 
roe, via New Orleans, by the first boat, with a statement of their cases 
to Maj. Gen. E. R, S. Canby. 

These men have not been confined in cells nor with ball and chain, 
but for security have been locked up at night. They have had the 
privileges of the whole building and yard during the day. They have 
twice plotted an escape. 

My report to General Canby, which was also made to General Steele 
on the 12th of May last, shows these men have been midnight maraud- 
ers on the leased plantations near this place; that they have at differ- 
ent times, before they were captured, stolen 300 horses and mules, 
besides money, clothing, and provisions, from peaceful loyal citizens 
and freedmen. 

12 R R—SERIES II, VOL VIII 


178 PRISONERS OF WAR AND STATH, ETC. 


I recommend they should be confined at the Tortugas during the war. 
If exchanged, some of them were brutal overseers on the plantations 
in this vicinity before the war, and will be likely to come back and be 
troublesome again. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
N. B. BUFORD, 
Brigadier-Gen2ral, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS Post, Salisbury, February 3, 1865. 
To His Excellency Governor Z. B. VANCE: 

Sir: Your communication of 1st instant in reference to the condition 
of the Federal prisoners at this post has been received. General Jobn- 
son has been absent for the week or so past, detained in Virginia by 
the illness of his wife, and I will endeavor to furnish Your Excellency 
a short statement, General Johnson will on his return, which is 
expected to-morrow, or at most the first of next week, answer at more 
length. The C. S. prison when established at this place was contem- 
plated for Confederate prisoners only, buildings and sufficient ground 
being purchased for that purpose. About the 5th of November, 1864, 
a large number of prisoners of war, some 8,000, were suddenly sent 
here, the Government having no other place to send them. The grounds 
were enlarged and such preparations as could be made were arranged 
for their reception. A short time after their arrival tents were issued, 
and now they are all under shelter of some sort. The number of pris- 
oners confined here has reached as high a figure as 10,000. When sent 
here they were in extremely bad condition. Wood in sufficient quan- 
tity is issued them. Only two days have they been without, and then 
unavoidable circumstances prevented its issue. The issue of wood is 
regulated in a measure by the weather. In extreme days they receive 
more than when the weather is mild. As evidence that they have 
plenty, they offer to sell, and do sell, to the sutler wood for his stove in 
exchange for tobacco. He informs me that more is offered him than 
he buys or has use for. 

The matter of food receives the earnest attention of the commanding 
officers. They regularly receive one pound good bread, one pint soup, 
besides small issues of meat or sorghum. Sometimes small quantities 
of both. Inclosed please find a memorandum account showing the 
number of prisoners and the articles given them for the past fifteen 
days. As to clothing, their condition is truly deplorable, most of them 
having been prisoners some six or nine months. The Confederate Gov- 
ernment cannot issue clothing to them, and none has been received at 
this post from the North. General Johnson, in a communication to 
Commissioner Ould in early part of January, called attention to their 
condition in this respect, which he set forth in the fullest terms, and 
requested his paper be forwarded to the Federal authorities. Your 
generous proposition will no doubt be readily agreed to by the Federal 
Government. As soon as the general returns I will lay your communi- 
cation before him and he will do all he can to effect its consummation. 
Ten wells are in the prison, which afford them water. In addition, they 
are permitted every day to bring water in barrels from a neighboring 
creek. No stream of water runs through the prison. This is unfor- 
tunate, but a removal of prisoners to Columbia is contemplated, and 
all improvements, buildings, &c., have been prohibited by General 
Winder, General York, who has visited most of the prisons South, 
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recruiting, assures Ine of the superiority of this. In consequence of 
the lack of transportation and the damages to the railroads of late the 
energy of the officers of the Commissary and Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ments has been subjected to no mean test, but the prisoners have not 
suffered for wood or rations. An inspector from Your Excellency will 
receive every facility to visit the prison. In regard to a former com- 
munication from Your Excellency in reference to the Senior Reserves, 
a reply to which has been delayed by the general’s absence, I most 
respectfully state every indulgence consistent with the service has been 
afforded them. Furloughs for seven days, with the addition of the time 
required to reach their homes, are granted at the rate of six to the one- 
hundred arms-bearing men present for duty. The duty is onerous on 
them, but is caused by the frequent and numerous desertions. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, Your Excellency’s obedient 


PeaRRE G. W. BOOTH 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


P. S.—Since writing the above a telegram has been received stating 
that shoes, blankets, &c., have been shipped from Richmond, and Fed- 
eral officers are now here to superintend their distribution. 

G. W. BOOTH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


(Inclosure.] 


Rations issued to Federal prisoners at Salisbury, N. C., from January 20 
to February 3, 1865. 


Total number of rations due, 118,468—7,417 pounds of beef, 61,582 
pounds of flour, 57,156 pounds of meal, 8,188 pounds of rice, 1,765 
pounds of potatoes, 2,981 pounds of peas, 1,028 gallons of molasses, 
49 bushels of salt; 5,500 average number of prisoners. 

Full rations of breadstuffs were issued and all the meat that could 
be had after subsisting our own troops on duty here. Potatoes and 
molasses issued in lieu of meat. 


MOULTON, February 3, 1865. 
General BEAUREGARD, 
Commanding Military Division of the West: 

GENERAL: While we occupied Huntsville we captured some twenty 
or more Federals, which was the occasion of Colonel Prosser, command- 
ing cavalry brigade, sending in flag of truce, asking an exchange of 
prisoners, to which I replied in the affirmative if the exchange could be 
made general. Some time after the raid which burned the pontoon 
train returned to Decatur, one lieutenant belonging to General Arm- 
strong’s brigade, two to mine, and one private were sent out from 
Decatur with authority to exchange themselves for eight Federals cap- 
tured from the raid. I sent the eight men called for, but declined 
making further exchanges without it was a general one for all of my 
men, promising to return those specified and procure others to make 
up the equivalent for all mine. Inclosed find copy of communication 
received by flag of truce to-day in reply.* The prisoners were sent 
below by railroad from Corinth when General Hood fell back from 
Tennessee—I think one captain and twenty men. I now have from ten 


* See Granger to Roddey, January 31, p. 157. 


180 PRISONERS OF WAR AND STATE, ETC. 


to twenty prisoners here and some have been sent below via Tusca- 
loosa. The enemy hold between 300 and 400 men of mine, captured in 
the last six months, many of them the best men I had, and I wish to 
inquire of you if I can get the number needed to complete the exchange 
and when I can promise to deliver them. 


Very respectfully, P. D. RODDEY 
7D; ’ 


Brigadier- General. 
[Indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE WEST, 
Augusta, February 26, 1865. 


Respectfully referred to Lieut. Gen. R. Taylor. 
By command of General Beauregard: 
GEORGE W. BRENT, 


Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., February 4, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. BE. PAINE, New York City, N. Y.: 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 2d instant, requesting to be informed 
of the number of prisoners at the several stations, to enable General 
Beall to distribute his supplies judiciously, is received, and in reply L 
have to inform you that there is an average of about 8,000 at the fol- 
lowing stations, viz: Point Lookout, Fort Delaware, Elmira, Camp 
Chase, Columbus, Ohio; Camp Douglas, Chicago, Ill.; Camp Morton, 
Indianapolis, Ind., and Rock Island, Ill.; about 3,000 at Johnson’s 
Island, 1,200 at Alton, Il, and 1,500 wounded men in and near Nash- 
ville, Tenn. ‘There may be about 500 at and near New Orleans. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bvt. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., February 4, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. E. PAINE, U.S. Volunteers, New York, N. Y.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose herewith requisition for 
clothing required for prisoners of war at Fort Delaware, Point Lookout, 
Camp Chase, and Camp Douglas. As under the recent understanding 
these articles are to be furnished by the rebel authorities through their 
agent, General Beall, I send you the estimate to show what quan- 
tities should be furnished. Please notify me to what prisons supplies 
are forwarded, and when. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. 8. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


WASHINGTON, February 4, 1865. 
Brigadier-General HOFFMAN, Commissary-General of Prisoners: 
GENERAL: His Excellency Stephen Miller, Governor of Minnesota, 
with a humane and pathetic anxiety to minister to the wants of such 
Minnesota soldiers as may be held in rebel prisons, authorizes me to 
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expend for their relief the sum of $500. Will you therefore be so kind 
as to inform me whether the records of your office furnish the names 
of such prisoners and their places of confinement? If so, I will be 
pleased to receive such suggestions as your large familiarity with the 
subject will enable you to give in regard to the best means of expending 
the sum in question. 
Very respectfully, 
ALEX. RAMSEY. 


SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington City, D. C., February 4, 1865. 


[COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS:] 


Sir: The following extracts are from reports of inspection at Elmira, 
N. Y., by Medical Inspector G. H. Lyman, U.S. Army: 


PRISON Camp, Elmira, January 24, 1865. 

The hospital accommodation is still insufficient. Some 200 are still kept in quarters 
who should be in hospital. To diminish the sickness and mortality I would recom- 
mend: First. That additional wards be constructed and that provision be made for 
hot water bathing of the sick. It is impracticable to give this thoroughly in the 
wards, and it is very much needed. Second. That hospital clothing be allowed, 
which would afford an opportunity for cleansing the woolen and underclothing of the 
patients. Third. That all the old barracks be provided with additional windows. 
In the winter season the men confine themselves to the wards as much as possible 
for warmth, and the closing of the doors and windows renders these barracks too 
dark. Fourth. That more cubic and superficial space be afforded by the erection of 
additional barracks. The type of the disease is that which would result from over- 
crowding. There is no acute disease, everything assumes a typhoid type. 


A steam washing machine is needed for the hospital and can well be 
afforded from the prison fund if authorized. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
MADISON MILLS, 
Medical Inspector-General, U. 8S. Army. 


RICHMOND, February 4, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. Joon E. MULFORD, Assistant Agent of Exchange: 

Sir: I beg leave to call your special attention to the case of Lieut. 
S. B. Davis, who it appears is being tried before a court-martial, ot 
which Lieutenant-Colonel Webber is president, sitting in Cincinnati. 
He is charged with being a spy. Lieutenant Davis is an officer of the 
Confederate Army and was acting in obedience to orders, In no sense 
of the term was he a spy. Will you please inform me what has been 
done in his case, and convey to the Federal authorities the assurance 
that he is not a spy, and that proof will be furnished to that effect. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 


Agent of Exchange. 


RicHMOND, February 4, 1865. 


Brig. Gen. Jonn H. WINDER, Columbia, S. C.: 
General Beauregard advises that the prisoners at Florence shall be 
removed to Southwest Georgia. While the Department is inclined to 


is Vi they are submitted to your judgment. 
adopt his views they y S CeOb bit 


Adjutant and Inspector General. 
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Orry Point, VA., February 5, 1865—11.30 p.m. 
Hon. BE. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 

Will you please say to the President that Lieutenant Markbreit has 
been released from prison and is now on his way North. Arrangements 
for exchange of all prisoners of war are now complete and exchanges 
will go on rapidly. All but two of those who were in close confinement 
in Richmond are now on the steamer New York. I am also in receipt 
of communication from General Hayes, acknowledging receipt of sup- 
plies of clothing for our prisoners and the completion of arrangements 
for transportation and distribution. 

U. 8. GRANT, 


Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPOT PRISONERS OF WAR, 
Elmira, N. Y., February 5, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: Your telegram of the 4th instant, directing the prepara- 
tion of rolls of 3,000 prisoners of war, was duly received and preparations 
commenced at once. Permit me to call your attention thus early to 
the route by which these men are to be forwarded. The Northern Cen- 
tral Railroad to Baltimore is, as I am informed, so pressed with the 
transportation of recruits and substitutes between Harrisburg and 
Baltimore that it is with great difficulty that we can get transportation 
for the few recruits we are now forwarding by this line. The detach- 
ment of prisoners that was sent from here last fall were forty hours in 
reaching Baltimore, a run which should have been made in fifteen hours. 
To keep sick men upon the road at this season of the year in cars with- 
out seats and without water-closets or any of the conveniences usually 
provided for the transportation of passengers will result in much suffer- 
ing. It will cost no more to transport these men to New York than to 
Baltimore, while the Erie Railroad has a large number of second-class 
passenger cars and can move a detachment of 500 men on a few hours’ 
notice and land them in New York within twelve to fifteen hours from 
starting. Besides, much weaker men can be transported via New York 
than by the Northern Central Railroad. Unless facilities for water 
transportation from Baltimore are greatly superior to those from New 

York it is very desirable that they be forwarded via New York City. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. F. TRACY, 
Colonel 127th U. 8. Colored Troops, Commanding Depot. 


HEADQUARTERS SUPERINTENDENT OF PRISON, 
Johnson’s Island, Ohio, February 5, 1865. 
Col. CHARLES W., HILL, 
Commanding U. 8. Forces, Johnson’s Island, Ohio: 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
February 5, 1865: 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—good. Clothing—good. Bedding— 
comfortable. State of quarters—clean except two blocks, fair. State 
of mess-houses—clean. State of kitchen—clean. Food, quality of— 
good. Food, quantity of—full prisoners’ ration. Water—good. 
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Sinks—fair. Police of grounds—good as weather will admit of. 
Drainage—good. Police of hospital—good. Attendance of sick— 
good. Hospital diet—good and abundant. General health of pris- 
oners—very good. Vigilance of guard—good. 
Remarks and suggestions.—W hole number of prisoners, 3,014; number 

of sick in hospital, 55; number of deaths since last report, none. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

, E. A. SCOVILL, 

Lieut. Col. 128th Regiment Ohio Vol. Infantry, Inspecting Officer. 


{Indorsement. ] 


On the 3d of February, 1865, Maj. H. Eversman, surgeon, U. 8. 
Volunteers, chief medical officer; Major Linnell, assistant superintend- 
ent of prison, and Captain Collins, Sixth Regiment Veteran Reserve 
Corps, were detailed under Special Orders, No. 34, paragraph 5, current 
series, these headquarters, herewith inclosed. Their report is not made 
but will be forwarded as soon as received. 

Awaiting such facts as they may present and such expressions as 
their report may call for, this report is respectfully referred to the 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 

CHAS. W. HILL, 


Colonel 128th Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Commanding Post. 


[Inclosure.] 


JOHNSON’S ISLAND AND SANDUSKY, 
No. 34, Johnson's Island, Ohio, February 3, 1865. 


* * * * * * * 


5. A board of officers will convene at these headquarters at 10 
a. m., February 4, 1865, to make a minute and thorough inspection of 
grounds and buildings used for the military prison at this post, and will 
make a report in writing to the colonel commanding on the following 
points, to wit: First, general condition of the grounds, specifying any 
particular defects in policing that may exist and the causes, duration, 
how soon and by what means they can be remedied; second, condition 
of barracks, mess-hall, kitchen, and sink; third, the arrangement of 
each block, showing how far the prison regulations are complied with 
or departed from, particularly as relating to the use of cooking-stoves 
in the quarters, with the number of stoves so used; fourth, suggestions 
as to the measures which would tend to improve the sanitary condition 
of the prison, so far as the same is dependent on policing, drainage, and 
arrangement of sinks. Lieutenant-Colonel Scovill, superintendent of 
the prison, will afford every facility to the board to enable them to 
make a thorough inspection. Detail for the board: Maj. H. Evers- 
man, chief medical officer; Maj. T. H. Linnell, assistant superintendent 
prison; Capt. A. D. Collins, Sixth Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps. 

By command of Col. Charles W. Hill: 

J. F. HUNTINGTON, 
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ea HEADQUARTERS U.S. FORCES, 


[FEBRUARY 5, 1865.—For correspondence, &c., relating to the cap- 
ture and imprisonment of Harry W. Gilmor, see Series I, Vol. XLVI, 


Parts I and II.] 
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CoLumatA, February 5, 1865. 
General S. CoopER, Adjutant and Inspector General: . 

As to supplies, General Beauregard’s suggestion is good. As at 
present advised, I do not think Southwestern Georgia is safe, and if 
safe I have not troops sufficient to remove prisoners. 

JNO. H. WINDER, 
Brigadier-General. 


——— 


NAVY DEPARTMENT, Washington, February 6, 1865. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 

Sim: Complaint has been made by William James, who was a passen- 
ger on board the captured steamer Vixen, of his detention at Point 
Lookout, Md. He represents that he is a British subject. The Vixen, 
although sailing under the British flag, was without papers of any 
description, and the practice in such cases is to detain the officers and 
crew until the neutral character of the vessel be established. Those 
who are passengers only and are bona fide foreign subjects, having no 
connection with the insurgent Government, are usually released. This 
course is advisable in the case of James and any others in the same 
category who were captured in the Vixen and may be detained at 
Point Lookout. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
[Indorsenent.] 
FEBRUARY 9, 1865. 

The undersigned regards the recommendation in cases like this (of 
naval captures) as full authority for a discharge, and he accordingly 
recommends the discharge of William James, and he further recom. 
mends that the Commissary-General of Prisoners procure a report of 
“other cases in the same category,” if any, and submit them for the 
decision of the War Department. Approved by the Secretary of War. 

E. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General of Volunteers. 


PROVIDENCE, R.J., February 6, 1865. 
Hon. CHARLES A. DANA, 
Assistant Secretary of War, Washington, D. O.: 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 31st of 
January with inclosures and to make the following statement in accord- 
ance with your request: 

On the 5th day of July, 1863, I received at my headquarters in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, information by telegraph that Lieut. Col. Charles S. 
Hanson, commanding the Twentieth Kentucky, had surrendered with 
his command at Lebanon, Ky., to General John H. Morgan, and that 
Colonel Hanson had been paroled and left in Lebanon when the enemy 
retreated from that place. I called upon Colonel Hanson by telegraph 
for a report of the affair and received from him the following reply: 
LEBANON, Ky., July 5, 1868. 
Genetal BURNSIDE: 


I was attacked about 7 o’clock this morning by General Morgan with 4,000 men 
and six pieces of artillery. I had only 350 men. I held out until about 1 o'clock, 
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when our ammunition became exhausted, and the rebels commenced burning the 
town, and my men wearied, quite a number wounded, and despairing of receiving 
re-enforcements, I deemed it wise to give up. ’Tis regarded as a good fight on my 


part. 
CHARLES 8. HANSON, 
LTieutenant-Colonel, 
Other conversation took place by telegraph in reference to his parole 
and the direction taken by the enemy, in which Colonel Hanson stated 
that he did not think it proper to give such information, as he had 
taken his parole. The conversation resulted in the following dispatch: 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF OHIO, Cincinnati, July 5, 1863. 
Colonel Hanson, Lebanon, Ky.: 

You need not under the circumstances give information as to the route the enemy 
took. You violated a positive order in accepting a parole on the spot. You should 
have gone with the enemy and have been sent to (‘ity Point. A positive order 
from the War Department declares such paroles void. You will report yourself 
without delay to General Boyle at Louisville under arrest. 

A. E. BURNSIDE, 
Major-General. 

For several days after this I was so much occupied in directing the 
movements of troops then in pursuit of General Morgan that I had no 
time to investigate Colonel Hanson’s case. As soon as I did find time 
to look into it I became convinced that Colonel Hanson had made a 
good fight and that he did not know of the existence of the order in 
reference to paroles and I therefore directed his release from arrest. I 
then requested from Washington instructions as to the validity of the 
paroles given by his command and received the following reply: 


WASHINGTON, July 15, 1868. 
Major-General BURNSIDE: 


All paroles taken prior to 22d of May, if properly authenticated, will be recognized 
for exchange. After that date they are invalid unless in conformity with Article 7 


of the cartel. 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


Although this decision rendered their parole void, I was reluctant to 
send the regiment to the front. On the 25th of July I received trom 
General Hartsuff the following: 

LEXINGTON, Ky., July 25, 1863—6 p.m. 
General BURNSIDE: 

Section 7 of the existing cartel for exchange of prisoners, the decision of the 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, and that of a court in the case of Duane and 
Michler, recently captured in Maryland, all show conclusively that the paroles of 
the Twentieth Kentucky are void. i think they should immediately be declared so, 


the enemy notified, and the regiment armed and put toduty. * * * 
G. L. HARTSUFF, 


Major-General, 


I then directed that the regiment should be armed, and took occasion 
subsequently in an order to commend their gallantry in the fight at 
Lebanon, as was requested in the following dispatch, which will also 
show that Colonel Hanson resisted in every way possible, without being 
insubordinate, the order directing him to take up arms again: 

LEXINGTON, Ky., July 28, 1863. 
Major-General BURNSIDE: 

* * * T notified you that I had directed the arming of the Twentieth Kentucky 
and its return to duty. There is a good deal of feeling about it. Will you imme- 
diately issue the order declaring their paroles to be null and void, with reasons, and 
a tribute to the gallantry of the regiment? It is needed. I am convincing Colonel 


justi , ity of the order. 
Hanson of the justice and necessity o GEO. L. HARTSUFF, 
Major-General. 
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On the 30th of July I sent the following dispatch: 
HEADQUARTERS, Cincinnati, Ohio, July 30, 1563. 
General HartsuFF, Lexington, Ky: 
I cannot make up my mind, under the circumstances, to send Colonel Hanson to 
the field for active operations. * : 
A. E. BURNSIDE, 


Major-General. 


Colonel Hanson was afterward ordered to Louisville with his regi- 
ment, to act as provost guard. It is clear to me that he did nothing in 
this matter that was not characteristic of a high-toned subordinate and 
gallant officer. As to his treatment of prisoners, I can only say that I 
know of no case in which he ever maltreated any civil or military pris- 
oners. General Boyle is better informed on that subject than I am. 
All arrests made by him in Kentucky were in strict accordance with 
orders from my headquarters. 

Colonel Hanson is undoubtedly correct in the substance of his state- 
ment as to the assurances given by me that his parole was not binding. 
He no doubt received from me the impression that some special arrange- 
ment had been made in his case, as I probably told him that a large 
number of Confederate prisoners captured by Colonel Sanders during 
his raid into East Tennessee in June were not considered as legally 
paroled, and that I had notified, or should notify, the commander of 
the enemy’s forces of the invalidity of their paroles, as well as those of 
his (Colonel Hanson’s) command. 

Not far from the same time that Colonel Hanson was captured, Lieut. 
Col. R. A. Alston, of General Morgan’s staff, was captured by our forces 
and paroled. I at once directed that the parole was not valid and had 
Colonel Alston placed under guard. After the capture of General Mor- 
gan and his command I[ directed that the privates should be sent to 
Camps Chase and Douglas and the officers to Johnson’s Island. After 
the train had started with the officers for the latter place I received 
from General Halleck the following: 


WASHINGTON, July 28, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. A. E. BURNSIDE: 


You will receive instructions from the Commissary-General of Prisoners of War in 
regard to Morgan’s men. The officers are to be kept in close confinement in Colum- 
bus or other penitentiaries as hostages for Colonel Streight’s officers and men. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 

In the execution of this order Colonel Alston was placed in the peni- 
tentiary with the other officers. Upon hearing of this from Colonel 
Alston I sent to General Mason, then in command at Columbus, the 
following dispatch: 

HEADQUARTERS, Cincinnati, Ohio, July 31, 1863. 
General Mason, Columbus : 

Don’t confine Colonel Alsten or the other officers sent to Camp Chase before Morgan 
in the penitentiary. 

A. E, BURNSIDE, 
Major-General. 

I felt that, although Colonel Alston’s parole had not been valid, and 
that he was, in accordance with the terms of the cartel, a lawful pris- 
oner in our hands, he should be allowed to return to his home at once, 
to remain until properly exchanged, and I made all proper efforts to 
accomplish this result. The colonel was afterward released and wrote 
me from Fortress Monroe the following note: 

Maj. Genital Ruawipa: Fort Monropn, October 5, 1863. 


GENERAL: I have been informed that I will be sent to City Point by the first flag- 
of-truce boat. I take this opportunity to acknowledge your kindness, and would 
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gladly avail myself of the occasion to reciprocate it. If there is any officer at Rich- 
mond of equal rank that you would especially desire to have renacad on pails I 

think, sir, I could be instrumental in accomplishing it. , 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: R. A. ALSTON, 

Lieutenant-Colonel, Provisional Army, C. 8. 
This statement regarding Colonel Alston is made in view of the fact 
that he is the officer who prefers the charges against Colonel Hanson. 
I certify upon honor that the above statements are correct, to the 

best of my knowledge and belief. 
A. E. BURNSIDE, 
Major-General. 


City Pornt, VA., February 6, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. E. O. C. ORD, Commanding Army of the James: 

Your dispatch in relation to retaining certain prisoners of war on 
taking the oath of allegiance is received. They cannot be released 
before being exchanged for prisoners of ours. They should be among 
the first forwarded for exchange if they desire it, and be made 
acquainted with Special Orders, No 3, current series, relating to deser- 
tions from the enemy, and informed that if they came voluntarily into 
our lines they will be permitted to remain unmolested under the pro- 
visions of said order. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant: 

JNO. A. RAWLINS, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 


RicumonD, February 6, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. JoHN E. MULFORD, Assistant Agent of Exchange: 

Sir: The Confederate officers who were delivered yesterday and who 
left Johnson’s Island on the 27th of January, state that the order of 
August 10, 1864, is still rigidly enforced. They also complain of the 
amount of food given to them, alleging that it is barely sufficient to 
keep them from starvation. In view of the recent agreement made 
with General Grant for the purpose of relieving prisoners, I again make 
the request that all restrictions on both sides which prevent prisoners 
from receiving contributions, public or private, or from making pur- 
chases of proper articles, be immediately removed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 


Agent of Exchange. 


(First indorsement.] 


OFFICE U.S. ASSISTANT AGENT OF 
EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., February 24, 1865. 


Respectfully forwarded to headquarters Armies of the United States, 
with the statement that Mr. Ould has again complained that no abate- 
ment in former orders has been made further than to allow prisoners 
to purchase vegetables. He has requested me to call the attention of 
the Lieutenant-General to the fact that under the agreement our prisoners 
were permitted to purchase in market whatever they could pay for, and 
receive such contributions as might be offered them. He claims a 
reciprocal arrangement, and I think the welfare, comfort, and almost 
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existence of prisoners whom they do or may hereafter hold, depends 
upon a continuance of the privilege to receiv the benetit of outside 


supplies. 
JNO. E. MULFORD, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and U. 8S. Assistant Agent of Exchange. 


[Second indorsement. ] 


City Point, VA., February 25, 1865. 

- Respectfully forwarded to the Secretary of War, with the recommen- 
dation that prisoners of war be allowed to purchase food and clothing 
freely when they have the means of paying for them. We are the 
gainers by this agreement. 

U. S. GRANT, 


Lieutenant- General. 


[Third indorsement. } 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, February 27, 1865. 
Approved. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


WASHINGTON, February 6, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT: 

Will the prisoners who are to be forwarded for exchange be released 
on parole before exchange? ‘In that case they will be required to sign 
parole before being- forwarded, which will cause some delay. 

Respectfully, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


City Point, VA., February 6, 1865—11 a. m. 
Col. WILLIAM HOFFMAN, Commissary-General of Prisoners: 
All exchanged prisoners are paroled before exchange. Flag-of-truce 
boats will be at Point Lookout on the 9th to take about 2,000 prisoners. 
U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


37 BLEECKER STREET, New York, February 6, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, Chief of Staff: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inquire whether General Vance has 
been paroled subject to the same regulations which control General 
Beall, and if not, whether General Beall will be permitted (as he 
requests) to send him to our prisons to attend to the distribution of 
supplies, with or without the privilege of personal communication with 
the prisoners. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. E. PAINE, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 
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75 MURRAY STREET, New York, February 6, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. E. Parnz, U.S. Volunteers, Present: 


GENERAL: [ have the honor to ask that you make, if there is no 
objection, an arrangement with the Quartermaster’s Department to 
furnish transportation on requisitions made direct from me for supplies 
to go to the several prisons. This, if done, will save much time and 
will save you the work of forwarding my requisitions. Please inform 
me if you have received any notice from Washington that officers have 
been transferred to the several prisons. I would respectfully ask that 
Brig. Gen. R. B. Vance, who is to be my assistant, be permitted to visit 
such prisons as I may desire, to look to the distribution of supplies. 
This privilege is, I see trom the papers, granted the U.S. officers in the 
South. I inclose a letter from General Vance. Please write and 
telegraph General Schoepf at Fort Delaware. If the arrangement can 
be made to ship on my requisition made direct I can report to you each 
day the shipments made the previous day. On Saturday I shipped to 
Point Lookout 2,000 blankets, 1,000 socks; to Elmira 1,000 blankets, 
1,000 socks; have also supplies to ship to-day to Fort Delaware. I 
purchased 15,000 pair socks and 7,000 pair shoes on Saturday. The 
delay in the cotton transshipped by Captain Noyes will cause me great 
inconvenience, I fear. Can he not hurry it up? 

lam, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. N. R. BEALL, 
Brigadier-General, Provisional Army, C. 8., 
Paroled Prisoner and Agent to Supply Prisoners of War. 


({Inclosure. ] 


Fort DELAWARE, DEL., February 6, 1865. 
Brigadier-General PAINE, New York: 

DEAR Stir: I am satisfied that there is some mistake in reference to 
my aiding General Beall in his purchasing supplies for Confederate 
soldiers prisoners of war. If correctly informed my Government made 
an arrangement for me to join General Beall. The order came here 
from Washington to that effect and my parole was made out, notice to 
be given General Schoepf by you when the cotton arrived in New York. 
I desire to call your attention to the facts, feeling assured that a mis- 
take has been made in the matter. Justice to the agreement with my 
Government would suggest that it be carried out. 


Very truly, yours, 
ROBT, B. VANCE, 
Brigadier-General and Prisoner of War. 


37 BLEECKER S@REET, New York, February 6, 1865. 

Brig. Gen. W. N. R. BEALL, 75 Murray Street, New York: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to forward for your information papers 
this day received from Brevet Brigadier General Hoffman, Commissary- 
General of Prisoners, viz, (1) requisition and letter of Capt. Charles 
Goodman, assistant quartermaster, Camp Douglas; (2) letter of Gen- 
eral A. Schoepf and requisition of Capt. S. R. Craig, assistant quarter- 
master; (3) letter of Alonzo Morgan and requisition of Alonzo Morgan 
and. others, Point Lookout, and (4) requisition of Capt. T. J. Kerr, 
assistant quartermaster, Camp Chase. These requisitions were drawn 
on U. S. officers, except that of A. Morgan and associates. mere 

I will endeavor to make the arrangement referred to in communication 
of this date. 
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I have received no notice of the transfer of any officers. Will com- 
municate by telegraph and mail with General Schoepf, as requested, 
and will obtain from the War Department information as to the 
functions of General Vance. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. BE, PAINE, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS FORT COLUMBUS, 
New York Harbor, February 6, 1865. 
COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, Washington City, D. C.: 

Sir: In compliance with paragraph 12 of circular from the Commis- 
sary-General of Prisoners, dated Washington, D. C., April 20, 1864, I 
have the honor to submit for your approval the inclosed special esti- 
mate of clothing required for the use of prisoners of war at this post, 
and to state that although all of the amount specified is not now 
actually required, yet it is deemed necessary to keep a small quantity 
on hand to meet the frequent demands for clothing consequent on the 
liability of having the class of prisoners for whom it is intended for 
issue sent to this point at any moment, many of whom are entirely des- 
titute of bedding, and in a great measure of the necessary clothing to 
insure cleanliness and comfort. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. V. BOMFORD, 
Colonel Eighth U. 8. Infantry, Commanding Post. 


HEADQUARTERS WEST’S BUILDINGS HOSPITAL, 
Baltimore, Md., February 6, 1865. 
Surg. A. CHAPEL, U.S. Volunteers, Commanding Hospital: 

Srz: I have the honor to submit the following report of the condi- 
tion of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending Febru- 
ary 4, 1865: 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—good. Clothing—sufficient. Bed- 
ding—good. State of quarters—good. State of mess-houses—good. 
State of kitchen—good. Food, quality of—excellent. Food, quantity 
of—sufficient. Water—good. Sinks—good. Police of grounds— 
good. Drainage—good. Police of hospital—good. Attendance of 
sick—excellent. Hospital diet—good, General health of prisoners— 
good as could be expected from the nature of their wounds and dis- 
eases. Vigilance of guard—good. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HORATIO ROBERTS, 
Second Lieut., Veteran Reserve Corps, and Inspecting Officer. 


[Indorsement. ] 


Received February 1, 1865, of Brig. Gen. W. N. R. Beall, paroled 
commissioner for supplying Confederate prisoners, the following-named 
articles: Twenty-five pair pants, 25 pair shoes, 25 blankets, 3 dozen 
pair woolen socks. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissary-General of Prisoners. 

A. CHAPEL, 
Surgeon, U. 8S. Volunteers, Commanding Hospital. 
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RICHMOND 
Brig. Gen. W. M. GARDNER: REET ASS ol 
Str: I will be obliged to you if you will direct that all the prisoners 
of war who heretofore were in close confinement or irons, and who 
were recently ordered to be released, be at once forwarded to Rich- 
mond for delivery to the Federal authorities. They are few in number. 
I suppose you have information in your office as to who and where 
they are. If not, I will be glad to furnish any which may be in my pos- 
session. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


CoLumBIA, S. C., February 6, 1865. 
General G. T. BEAUREGARD, Augusta, Ga.: 
Will it be safe to remove prisoners from Florence to Southwestern 
Georgia? I have not sufficient troops to guard them in transit. 
JNO. H. WINDER, 
Brigadier-General. 


CoLumBIA, 8. C., February 6, 1865. 
Brigadier-General WINDER, Kingsville, 8. C.: 


I think you should return. General Beauregard urges in a second 
dispatch the removal of prisoners from Florence to Southwestern 


Georgia. 
W. S. WINDER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


WASHINGTON, February 7, 1865. 


Lieutenant-General GRANT, Commanding U. 8S. Army: 
One thousand prisoners at Fort Delaware are ready to be forwarded. 
May they be sent direct from there to City Point? What proportion 


of officers do you wish? 
W. HOFFMAN, 


Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


City Point, VA., February 7, 1865. 


Col. WILLIAM HOFFMAN, Commissary-General of Prisoners: 

The prisoners you have at Fort Delaware may be forwarded direct to 
City Point. The proportion of officers is not material. Six per cent. 
of the whole number of prisoners will answer. I think Pryor and a 
Sergeant Waterbury, now at Point Lookout, should not be exchanged 


so long as we hold a prisoner. 
U. 8S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


CINCINNATI, February 7, 1865—4 p.m. 


His Exceliency the PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 
I hear that you have been solicited to commute the sentence of death 
awarded a rebel spy of the name of Davis by a commission now In 
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session in this city. The sentence was approved by me, with the view 
of commuting it to confinement and hard labor during the war, which 
was done day before yesterday. 

JOS. HOOKER, 


Major-General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., February 7, 1865. 


Bvt. Maj. Gen. M. C. MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-General U. 8S. Army, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I am directed by the lieutenant-general commanding the 
Army to forward the prisoners of war at Fort Delaware to Oity Point, 
and I have therefore the honor to request that a ship that can carry 
about 1,000 prisoners, with a guard of 200 men, may be ordered to 
report to the commanding officer at Fort Delaware for this service. 
There are about 8,0U0 prisoners at the fort, and it is possible that all 
will be transferred to City Point by successive trips of the ship. 

There are several thousand prisoners of war to be transferred from 
the West to Point Lookout or City Point via Baltimore, and I would 
respectfully suggest that two river steamers be provided for this serv- 
ice. I have notified the chief quartermaster in Baltimore of this 
movement. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bvt. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


37 BLEECKER STREET, New York, February 7, 1865. 
General STEWART VAN VLIET, Chief Quartermaster, New York: 


GENERAL: [J have the honor to request that you will, if practicable, 
permit General W. N. R. Beall, without special requisition in each case, 
transportation to the several prison depots of the United States for 
such of the articles enumerated in General Orders, No. 299, Adjutant- 
General’s Office, December 7, 1864 (inclosed*), as he may from time to 
time turn over to you, whether such articles may have been purchased 
by himself or received by flag of truce from Richmond, and that you 
will forward them to the commanding officers of the prison depots in 
accordance with the regulations applicable thereto. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. E. PAINE, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


QUARTERMASTER’S OFFICE, New York, February 7, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. E. PAINE, 37 Bleecker Street, New York: 


GENERAL: In reply to your letter of this date, in reference to fur- 
nishing transportation without special requisition for such articles as 
General Beall may desire to send to the various prison depots of the 
United States, I have to state that I have hitherto invariably done 
so, and in no case that I am aware of have I called for a special 
requisition. The only thing I require of General Beall is, that he 
sends me @ list of the boxes and packages, with the mark thereon 


*See Vol. VII. this series, p. 1198. 
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particularized, and their destination, so as to perfect the bill of lading 
and secure their proper distribution and safe delivery. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
STEWART VAN VLIET, 
Brevet Brigadier-General, U. 8. Army. 


37 BLEECKER STREET, New York, February 7, 1865. 
General HUNT: 


GENERAL: I venture to ask you to do me the favor to open such of 
my official letters as shall be sent to your office in my absence, and 
permit General Beall to read those which contain information of 
importance to him. Also to perform such acts as admit of no delay in 
case authority therefor is received by telegraph from General Halleck. 
Be kind enough to retain unofficial letters until my return. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. KE. PAINE, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. 0., February 7, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. S. P. CARTER, 
Provost-Marshal-General, Dept. of East Tenn., Knoxville, Tenn.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your let- 
ter of the 19th ultimo reporting certain rebel officers as having violated 
their parole given to Major-General Stoneman, in failing to report at 
Knoxville, Tenn., as prisoners of war. Should any of these officers 
come into your hands in the future you will place them in close confine- 
ment and send immediate notice to this office. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., February 7, 1865. 
Col. C. W. HixL, Commanding Johnson’s Island, Ohio: 

COLONEL: The Commissary-General of Prisoners directs that any of 
the following-named rebel officers who may come into your hands be 
placed in elose confinement and immediate notice be sent to this office, 
they having violated their parole given to Major General Stoneman to 
report at Knoxville, Tenn., as prisoners of war: D. H. Lewellyn, major 
and quartermaster; Benjamin Gillespie, surgeon, Provisional Army, 
C.8.; George N. Eakin, captain and assistant quartermaster; William 
Johnson, captain and assistant quartermaster; G. S. Feeny, second 
lieutenant, Provisional Army, C.S.; J. D. Bushong, second lieutenant, 
Sixty-second Tennessee Volunteers; J. Q. Arnold, captain Company B, 
Twelfth Tennessee Cavalry; RK. A. Williams, captain and assistant 
commissary of subsistence; Benjamin P. Morrison, captain Company 
B, Thirty-seventh Virginia Infantry, and Charles H. C. Preston, lieu- 
tenant, Company I, Preis ah a aE Seats Sein’? 

respectfully, your obedient servan 
"the pare tht ’ G. BLAGDEN, 


Major, Second Mass. Cav., Asst. to Oom. Gen. of Prisoners. 
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RICHMOND, February 7, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN H. WINDER, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Columbia, S. C.: 

Sre: You are dowbtless aware that by a recent agreement between 
the Confederate and Federal authorities all prisoners of war who have 
been heretofore or now are held in close confinement or irons are to be 
mutually released and delivered. : 

General Gardner has directed all such as are at Danville or Salis- 
bury to be sent to Richmond. I will thank you to forward such of the 
class referred to as are in other prisons to this place as soon as con- 
venience will allow. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


RICHMOND, February 7, 1865. 
Hon. WILLIAM PORCHER MILES: 

DEAR Sir: Your note of the 4th instant, respecting Mr. Kenessick, 
has been received. It has been informally stated to me that a Federal 
officer (lieutenant, I believe) was paroled at Charleston some two months 
ago and sent North to procure the release and exchange of Mr. Kenes- 
sick. I have not been able to learn by whose authority this was done. 
Whoever did it acted in direct opposition not only to the instructions 
of this office, but of the Secretary of War. Ialso understand that the 
time in which the exchange was to be effected has expired, and that the 
Federal officer has not complied with his obligation to return in the 
event of his not securing the release of Mr. Kenessick. Why this office 
was not informed of the proceeding I cannot imagine, unless it was sup- 
posed that it would not be sustained by our authorities in Richmond. 
The act was not only a special exchange, but was the exchange of a 
commissioned officer for a private citizen. In the adjustment of accounts 
with the Federal agents I should have felt it my duty not to be bound 
by any such proceeding. Asitis, when I can get information as to who 
the officer was who was sent I shall demand an equivalent for him. I 
think you will agree with me that, however deserving Mr. Kenessick is, 
the whole proceeding is a most extraordinary one. It is such acts as 
these that produce discontent and dissatisfaction both amongst our 
prisoners and people. When the scales are held equal, and rules and 
not exceptions govern, our people are satisfied. Iam very hopeful that 
an arrangement is about being made by which all persons captured on 
the sea and rivers leading to the same will be released. The signs are 
very favorable. Please let me hear from you in reference to this. 

Yours, truly, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


T. A. Whitney, relative to his exchange as a blockade-runner. 


[Indorsement. } 
FEBRUARY 7, 1865. 
Returned to Hon. W. P. Miles. 
Mr. Whitney is mistaken in supposing blockade-runners have recently 
been exchanged, unless, indeed, they belonged to the Navy, in which 
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event they were released on that account under agreement. It is prob- 
able that some, through influence at the N orth, ee been ralfaned on 
parole. No such result has happened by reason of any action of the 
Confederate authorities. As I say in another note to you to-day, I am 
very hopeful that an arrangement is about being made by whieh all 
persons captured on the sea and rivers leading to the same will be 
released. 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


EAST OF MIssISsIPPI RIVER, 
No. 3. Columbia, 8. C., February 7, 1865. 


Sutlers at. the various prison camps are the only persons authorized 
to trade with the prisoners. The commanding officers at the various 
prisons will grant them the permission to purchase U. S. Treasury 
notes from the prisoners for the use of the Government at the rates to 
be established by the Quartermaster-General, which until further orders 
will be $5 in C.S. notes for $1 in U.S. Treasury notes. All trafficking 
and trading by unauthorized persons must be stopped. Commanding 
officers will use stringent measures to prevent it, and all persons so 
offending connected with the post will be placed under arrest and 
brought before a court-martial. Others will be turned over to the civil 


authorities for trial. ' 
(JNO. H. WINDER.] 


GENERAL ti es Hpaqrs. C, 8. MILITARY PRISONS 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, D. O., February 8, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. E. PAINE, 37 Bleecker Street, New York City: 
GENERAL: Major-General Halleck, Chief of Staff U. S. Army, directs 
me to inform you that General Vance was to be paroled in the same 
manner as General Beall. You are authorized to select any officer in 
New York Harbor, with the consent of General Dix, to act in your 
place during your absence. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. OC. KELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., February 8, 1865. 
Col. B. F. TRACY, 
Commanding Depot Prisoners of War, Elmira, N. Y.: 

CoLoNEL: The Quartermaster-General has referred to this office a 
letter from Capt. J. J. Elwell, assistant quartermaster at Elmira, in 
which he reports that he has been obliged by your order to issue U. 8. 
clothing to prisoners of war in consequence of there being no clothing 
on hand furnished specially for prisoners. The regulations, to which 
your attention has before been called, prescribe the mode of procuring 
clothing for prisoners, and if at any time there was an insufficiency 
on hand to meet the demands, it must be attributed to a want of atten- 
tion on the part of the commanding officer whose duty it is to see that 
timely requisitions are made for such clothing as may be required ; 
and when, to meet demands which are occasioned by his neglecting 
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this duty, he takes upon himself to order the clothing furnished in a 
mode not authorized, he commits another error. I call your attention 
to this subject again in the hope that there will be no recurrence of 
similar irregularities. See my letter of October-5, 1864. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


MILITARY PRISON, Camp Ford, February 8, 1865. 

CoLONEL: Birchett has kindly offered to forward to you any com- 
munication I may wish, and I avail myself of the opportunity to inform 
you of the condition and wants of the prisoners here. I have received 
the clothing, vegetables, &c., sent through, and distributed the same to 
the best of my ability, and the camp has now sufficient clothing to ren- 
der them comfortable, and unless our number is augmented we will 
need nothing further in that line before the 1st of September next; but 
if we are to remain here much longer (which God forbid) I wish you to 
represent to the powers that be that we arein much need of vegetables 
to counteract the great tendency to scurvy, and if there is a possibility 
of sending more through to do it. A lot of citric acid also would be 
very beneficial. We are more troubled with scurvy than any other dis- 
ease and have very limited means to prevent it, and if we remain here 
during the spring months I fear it will become alarming. 

In regard to exchange we feel a little sore, but hope our turn will 
come soon, and are confident that the Government will do for us all 
that can be done without compromising principle or honor. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. McCULLOOCH, 
Captain, Seventy-seventh Illinois Infty., and Prisoner of War. 


HEADQUARTERS FORT WARREN, 
Boston Harbor, February 8, 1865. 
Capt. WRIGHT Rives, U.S. Army, 
Headquarters Department of the East, New York City: 

Sir: I have the honor to report that Capt. Frank Battle, Wheeler’s 
scouts, was this day transferred for delivery and sent to Fort Monroe, 
there to be detained subject to the orders of Lieut. Col. John E. Mul- 
ford, agent for the exchange of prisoners, in pursuance of General 
Orders, No. 6, dated War Department, Adjutant-General’s Office, 
Washington, D. C., January 18, 1865. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. A. ALLEN, 
Major, Second U. 8. Artillery, Commanding Post. 


OFFICE PROVOoST-MARSHAL-GENERAL OF EAst TENN., 
Knoxville, Tenn., February 8, 1865. 

Brig. Gen. JoHN C. VAuGHN, O. S. Army, 

Comdg. Cavalry, Dept. of West Virginia and Bast Tennessee : 

_GENERAL: I have the honor to forward herewith the following-named 

citizens for release under the agreement made by you and General 
Carter, viz: Brunnel Bryant, Joel Bouling, William Bruce, J. D. Camp- 
bell, Benj. F. Clark, A. B, Cowen, William A. Clarkson, Robert Cragg, 
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Dan. C. Hurley, A. J. Ish, Hugh Kilson, Samuel L. i 
Moses Simpson, Joseph White. MEARE ROU tah 

The following are reported as having died at Johnson’s Island, viz: 
John Bise, John Coulton, Samuel Ghormteg, T. Nixon Van Dyke. 

The first named were sent here for exchange, but under your agree- 
ment with General Carter I suppose they are to be released. A. C. 
Plumlee and William Hall are held here by the civil authorities and 
not as hostages. 

In regard to the persons mentioned by you in your communication 
of the 10th ultimo, I would say that Crouch, Scruggs, Lindsay, and 
Biltenton have been released as I suppose. They are not here. Ram- 
sey gave his parole as first lieutenant and aide de-camp on your staff. 
Montgomery was a telegraph operator. These two are properly pris- 
oners of war. Sperry, Fox, Goforth, Robinson, Bosang, and Olimegar 
were not arrested as hostages, but upon some specific offense as I sup- 
pose. I am not authorized to make any special exchanges. © 

Escaped prisoners who left Salisbury, N. C., on the 4th of January 
last report that the Union citizens held there had not then been for- 
warded for release. I hope there will be no failure on the part of your 
authorities in carrying out your agreement. 

Hoping soon to receive from you the citizens held by you, 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. S. TROWBRIDGE, 
Tieut. Col. Tenth Mich. Cav. and Pro. Mar, Gen. of East Tenn. 


HDQRS. MILITARY DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI, 
New Orleans, La., February 8, 1865. 


Brig. Gen. N. B. BUFORD, 
Commanding District of Eastern Arkansas, Helena, Ark.: 

GENERAL: I am directed by the major-general commanding to 
acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 3d instant in 
relation to Lieutenant Casteel and other rebel prisoners of war recently 
confined at your post and now forwarded to Fort Monroe, as requested 
by the Commissary-General of Prisoners. The exchange of these pris- 
oners was specially arranged by General Grant, and they will therefore 
be sent from here to Fort Monroe by first opportunity. Your letter will 
be sent to the Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Cc. T. CHRISTENSEN, 


Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


JOINT RESOLUTION to amend a joint resolution entitled “‘ Joint resolution on the 
subject of retaliation,” approved May 1, 1863.” 


Resolved by the Congress of the Confederate States of America, That 
the fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh sections of the above-recited joint 
resolution be, and the same are hereby, repealed, and that the second 
section be so amended as to omit therefrom the following words, to wit, 
“or to employ negroes in war against the Confederate States,” and to 
insert in lieu thereof the words, “or to employ our negro slaves in war 
against the Confederate States.” 

Approved February 8, 1865. 


*See Vol. V, this series, p. 940. 
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RICHMOND, February 8, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN H. WINDER, Columbia, S. C.: 
You will without delay forward to Richmond such Federal prisoners 
of war as have been held in close confinement or in irons within your 
trol with a view to their delivery. 
S. COOPER, 


Adjutant and Inspector General. 


[FEBRUARY 8, 1865.—For report of death of General John H. Winder. 
see Series I, Vol. XLVII, Part II, p. 1121.] 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, February 8, 1865. 
His Excellency Z. B. VANCE, 
Governor of North Carolina, Raleigh, N.C.: 

Sir: Your letter of the 1st instant calling attention to the suffering 
condition of the Federal prisoners at Salisbury has been received. I 
have the honor to inform you that I have directed the Adjutant-Gen- 
eral to cause an inspection to be made of the prison at Salisbury, and 
have such instructions given the inspecting officer as will enable him 
to correct the evils complained of. 

Very respectfully, 
JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Secretary of War. 


RICHMOND, February 8, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. W. M. GARDNER: 

Sir: I am quite sure there are at least two Federal officers who have 
been placed in close confinement or ironsat Danville. Their names are 
Col. W. R. Hartshorne, One hundred and ninetieth Pennsylvania, and 
Maj. E. 8S. Horton, Fifty-eighth Massachusetts. They were put in con- 
finement, by order of the Adjutant-General, in retaliation for Colonel 
Morris and Major Steele, upon my recommendation. I will be obliged 
to you if you will have them ordered here. I will also thank you to 
have a further inquiry made as to Salisbury, so that I can answer, with 
the fullest certainty, the Federal authorities. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Hxchange. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTHERN ALABAMA, 
Near Moulton, Ala., February 8, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. R. S. GRANGER, 
Commanding U. S. Forces, District of Northern Alabama: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication of the 31st instant [ultimo], inclosing telegram from 
Major-General Thomas, U. 8. Army, by flag of truce. Immediately on 
the receipt of your communication I sent Captain Hammond, of my 
staff, south after the prisoners my command had captured, and expect 
his return with them as soon as practicable. I have sent for enough 
prisoners to complete the exchange for all of my men and think they 
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will arrive as soon as you will probably get my men to Decatur. I send 
by Lieutenant Browne, my aide-de-camp, ten prisoners, which will be 
delivered to you, an equivalent to be delivered, if you have them, at 
Decatur; if not, when you have them. My regimental commanders’ 
report 16 officers and 355 men captured by the U.8. forces. I will have 
an equivalent number of U.S. prisoners here as soon as possible. Below 
I give the information asked for in the telegram: 

Williams’ and Warren’s battalions, now Burtwell’s regiment Ala- 
bama cavalry. Fourth Alabama Regiment Cavalry (Johnson’s regi- 
ment), Moreland’s regiment cavalry. Tenth Alabama Regiment Cav- 
alry, Pickett’s regiment. Fifth Alabama Regiment Cavalry, Patter- 
son’s regiment. Stuart’s battalion Alabama cavalry; Newsom’s com- 
pany cavalry; Roddey’s escort company cavalry; Sleeth’s company 
cavalry; Ferrell’s battery horse artillery. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. D. RODDEY, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


75 MURRAY STREET, New York, February 9, 1865. 
Brigadier-General Hunt, U.S. Volunteers, Present : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to state that since nothing has been 
heard from the 170 bales of cotton received by Capt. Frank G. Noyes, 
U. S. Army, under the late agreement between General Grant and 
Colonel Ould to supply prisoners of war and transshipped as per 
remarks as follows on bill of lading: 


U.S. S. TRANSPORT ATLANTA, Mobile Bay, January 16, 1865. 


Owing to the incapacity of the steamer Atlanta to carry all the articles named 
within, 170 of the bales mentioned have been this day transferred to the assistant 
quartermaster, U. S. Army, Fort Morgan, Ala., for shipment to me at New York. 

FRANK G. NOYES, 
Captain and Commissary of Subsistence, U. S. Army. 


I would respectfully ask that the honorable Secretary of War give 
an order to have the same quantity of cotton turned over to me at this 
place and that the cotton turned over to quartermaster at Fort Morgan 
be kept by the United States. I have in my possession the weight 
and classification of the cotton shipped from Mobile. I make the fore- 
going request from the fact that till the cotton is received and turned 
into funds it is impossible for me to arrange and make purchases of 
supplies under my instructions. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. N. R. BEALL, 
Brigadier-General, Provisional Army, O. S., 
Paroled Prisoner and Agent to Supply Prisoners of War. 


[Indorsement. } 


33 BEEKMAN STREET, New York, February 13, 1865. 


The within communication having been shown me by Brigadier- 
General Beall, with a request that I indorse the same, I respectfully 
state that the only objection I see to making the arrangement asked 
for herein by Brigadier-General Beall is the difficulty of ascertaining 
the correct weight and classification of the 170 bales of cotton turned 
over by me to the assistant quartermaster at Fort Morgan for shipment 


to me at this city. 
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The cotton received by me from General Maury January 13, ultimo, 
in Mobile Bay, was in very bad condition, many of the bales being torn 
open, the roping broken, and there being consequently a large quantity 
of loose cotton. The marks on many of the bales were illegible. I was 
therefore unable to sign bills of lading for a stated number of pounds 
of cotton, but only for a certain number of bales in bad order and con- 
dition and with marks illegible. I loaded the transport Atlanta to her 
full capacity, and in addition to her cargo of whole bales put all the 
loose cotton from the entire number of bales received by me from Gen- 
eral Maury on board of her, and turned over the remaining 170 bales to 
tle assistant quartermaster at Fort Morgan, for shipment to me at New 
York, through Captain Perkins, assistant quartermaster, in charge of 
water transportation, New Orleans, La. It is therefore probable that 
the average weight of the 830 bales brought here by me on the Atlanta 
(arriving at New York January 24, ultimo) and turned over to Brig- 
adier-General Beall is greater than the average weight of the 170 bales 
yet to arrive. It also seems probable that the bad condition of the 
cotton when received by me, and its frequent handling since it was 
invoiced to Brigadier-General Beall by General Maury, may have 
reduced its classification and consequent value. If these difficulties 
can be obviated, I respectfully recommend that the request of Brigadier- 
General Beall be granted. It may be proper for me to state that the 
170 bales of cotton were loaded at Fort Morgan on the U.S. schooner 
Highlander, and that the master of that schooner had received his sail- 
ing orders for New Orleans on the day I left Mobile Bay, to wit, January 
16, ultimo, and that on the same day I wrote Col. S. B. Holabird, chief 
quartermaster, Department of the Gulf, New Orleans, explaining to 
him the whole matter and requesting him to see that the 170 bales were 
forwarded to me at New York without delay. 

FRANK G. NOYES, 
Captain and Com. of Sub., Major-General Granger’s Staff. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., February 9, 1865. 
Hon. ALEXANDER RAMSEY, U. 8S. Senator, Washington. D. C.: 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 
4th instant, requesting suggestions as to the best means of expending 
certain money in the hands of His Excellency the Governor of Minne- 
sota for the benefit of such soldiers from Minnesota as may be in the 
hands of the rebels. I regret that I am unable to give you any infor- 
mation as to where the prisoners from Minnesota held by the rebels 
may be found, and I fear you will find it impossible to fix upon any 
plan by which money may be disbursed for their benefit while they 
remain in Southern prisons. But there is an expectation that a large 
number of prisoners will very soon be delivered at Annapolis on parole, 
all of whom no doubt will be in a very destitute condition, and 1 would 
respectfully suggest that a small amount of money might be advan- 
tageously expended for the Minnesota men there. Arrangements have 
been made to provide for the immediate wants of prisoners on their 
arrival, and to pay them as soon as possible the pay that is due and 
their commutation of rations, so that they will be only a few days with- 
out the means of purchasing such articles as they may wish. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bvt. Brig. Gen., U. 8S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 
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OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., February 9, 1865. 
Col. ERNEST W. HOLMSTEDT, Commanding Ship Island, Miss. : 
COLONEL: I have the honor, by direction of the Cowmmissary-General 
of Prisoners, to acknowledge the receipt of the weekly inspection report 
at Ship Island for the weeks ending December 31 and J anuary 7. The 
clothing received from the military authorities at New Orleans should 
not be issued to prisoners, as arrangements have been made between 
the United States Government and the rebel authorities by which each 
is to furnish its own prisoners with necessary supplies. Brig. Gen. H. EB. 
Paine, U.S. Volunteers, who has the matter in charge, has been noti- 
fied that clothing and blankets are required for the use of the prisoners 
at Ship Island. Inclosed is a copy of General Orders, No. 3, from this 
office for your information.* 
Lam, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. BLAGDEN, 
Major, Second Mass. Cav., Asst. to Com. Gen. of Prisoners. 


OFFICE OF THE PROVOST-MARSHAL, 
Post AND DEFENSES OF MEMPHIS, 
Memphis, Tenn., February 9, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. WESSELLS, U. 8. Volunteers, 
Inspector and Commissary-General of Prisoners : 

Stz: I have the honor to return herewith the report} of prisoners of 
war for five days ending January 15, 1865, with the following explana- 
tion: Those persons opposite whose names is written the word Federal 
were formerly Federal soldiers but enlisted from the military prison at 
Andersonville, Ga., in the Tenth Tennessee Infantry and were captured 
by Brigadier-General Grierson on the expedition from this place to 
Vicksburg, 28th of December, 1864, The general commanding directed 
that they should be reported as prisoners of war with others captured 
at the same time. I have also added the names of seven prisoners 
found on the roll of prisoners forwarded and not inserted on this. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. R. LACKLAND, 
LTieut, Col. 108th Illinois Infantry and Provost-Marshal. 


WINCHESTER, February 9, 1865. 
Capt. W. H. WIEGEL, Provost-Marshal, Baltimore : 


The sixteen prisoners forwarded you January 30 will be sent at once 
to Fort McHenry as guerrillas, not to be exchanged during the war. 
By order of Major-General Sheridan: | 
E. B. PARSONS, 


Assistant Provost-Marshal- General. 


U.S. MILITARY PRISON, 
Rock Island, Ill., February 9, 1865. 


His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
President of the Confederate States : 
We, the undersigned, in behalf of a large number of the prisoners 
confined at this place, respectfully ask your approval and sanction to 


*See Vol, VII, this series, p. 1230. t Omitted. 
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certain acts which they felt justified under the circumstances to per- 
form. This prison was opened December, 1863, by the incarceration of 
the Lookout Mountain and Missionary Ridge prisoners. The first 
arrival was on the 3d of that month, the others as speedily as could 
be transported. But a short time afterward was issued the notorious 
amnesty oath proclamation of Abraham Lincoln, and a call upon the pris- 
oners for volunteers for the naval service of the United States. So 
great was the response to that call from this prison that every loyal 
man felt it his most urgent duty to use every means within his reach to 
counteract that influence, and if possible prevent any others from 
taking the fatal step. For that purpose and that alone a consultation 
was held by the loyal men, and by them it was thought best to re-enlist 
into our service all who could be prevailed upon to do so, and accord- 
ingly upon the 7th of January, 1864, we commenced to enlist them into 
the cavalry service (it being the only service in which a large majority 
were willing to re-enlist) and have continued to do so to the present 
time. We have enlisted about 1,300 men, and organized into companies 
of 130 each, and we now ask Your Excellency’s favorable consideration 
for the following reasons: 

They have endured the privations of more than a year’s imprison- 
ment. They have manfully resisted the repeated attempts of the 
enemy either to persuade them by flattering offers or drive them by 
starvation into his service, or an acceptance of the amnesty oath. 
That all the men enlisted are those whose terms of service have or will 
have expired thisspring. That the only object for which the enlistment 
and organization was first instituted was to preserve the loyalty of the 
prisoners. That they now earnestly desire to continue the same if it 
is not detrimental to our service. 

For the above reasons they hope Your Excellency will grant the 
prax er of— 

Your humble petitioners, THOS. A. COCKE. 
CHAS. H. ROBERTSON, 
A. D. WALLACE. 
JAS. W. PERKINS. 
D. A. TOADVINE. 
G. U. B. JEFEVAT. 
W. G. ALLEN. 
W. J. PERRYMAN. 
JAMES L. GOMDLOE. 
MARTIN D. MORGAN. 


{Indorsement. ] 


Respectfully referred by direction of the President to the Honorable 
Secretary of War. 
BURTON N. HARRISON, 
Private Secretary. 


COLUMBIA, February 9, 1865. 
General S. COOPER: ae 
Yesterday’s telegram received. We have no prisoners of the kind. 
H. FORNO, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


RICHMOND, February 10, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant, U. 8. Army: Mi ae! 

SIR: The Confederate authorities desire to send from Mobile an 
additional supply of 1,500 bales of cotton, to be disposed of by our 
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agents in New York for the benefit of our prisoners. The cotton will 
be ready for delivery at an early day. I will thank you to instruct 
your military authorities near Mobile to notify Major-General Maury 
of the time when they will be ready to receive it. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


HEADQUARTERS U.S. MILITARY PRISON, 
Camp Morton, near Indianapolis, Ind., February 10, 1865. 
Capt. W. T. Hartz, 
Asst, Adjt. Gen., Office Com, Gen. of Prisoners, Washington, D. O.: 
CapTAIN: I have the honor to report that, in pursuance of instruc- 
tions received by telegram from the Commissary-General of Prisoners, 
dated Washington, D. C., February 4, 1865, I have carefully examined 
all prisoners of war confined in this camp from the five States men- 
tioned in said telegram, viz, Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, Arkansas, 
and Louisiana, 1,882 in number, and can find out of that number but 
366 who want to go on exchange. The remaining 1,516 express freely 
their desire to remain in prison until such time as they can be released 
by taking the oath as prescribed in the President’s proclamation, 
December 8, 1863. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. A, STEVENS, 
Colonel Fifth Regt. Vet. Reserve Corps, Comdg. Camp Morton. 


(First indorsement.] 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., February 15, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, Ohief of Staff, for 
his information. 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Commvissary-General of Prisoners. 


(Second indorsement.] 
FEBRUARY 15, 1865. 


The Secretary of War directs that those who do not wish to be 
exchanged be retained at camp until further orders. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


OFFICE EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS, 
Mobile, February 10, 1865. 
Col. C. C. DwiaHt, Agent of Exchange, New Orleans: 

CoLONEL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of 30th of January, and to thank you for the inclosed per- 
mission to three children of Mrs. Cobb to pass into your lines. 

I would request that, to avoid unnecessary delay in the bay, you 
notify me a day or two in advance of your coming with the prisoners 
whom you are to deliver to me. I have not been advised of the deliv- 
ery of Admiral Buchanan into our lines, but trust and suppose that his 
delivery will be made previous to or at least simultaneously with the 
delivery by Major Szymanski of the naval prisoners whom he holds in 
Texas. I trust that you will also deliver to me the prisoners whom you 
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hold belonging to the Fort Gaines garrison, and still remaining on 
Ship Island and in New Orleans. As some time may elapse before you 
can make the delivery of the naval prisoners, I would request that the 
balance of the Fort Gaines garrison, just referred to, be delivered to me 
as soon as possible. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES R. CURELL, 
Major and Assistant Agent of Exchange. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., February 10, 1865. 
General D. H. Maury, Mobile, Ala.: 

Under the arrangement with General Grant, send out, through N. 
Harleston Brown, 1,500 bales cotton on notice of Federal authorities of 
readiness to receive. Allow no delay. 

J. C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Secretary of War. 


RICHMOND, February 10, 1865. 
Hon. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE, Secretary of War: 

Sir: Lieut. S. B. Davis, of Maryland, formerly in charge of our 
prisoners of war at Andersonville, Ga., who in the latter part of 
December was sent to Canada with important dispatches, and was 
arrested on his way back and tried as a spy, has, I understand, been 
condemned to be executed on the 17thinstant. Of course our Govern- 
ment has promptly taken the steps necessary to avert the fate with 
which he is threatened by a stern assurance of retaliation, but it is the 
life of a gallant and devoted young officer that hangs on that one 
chance, and in the deeper rancor, the more desperate policy which it is 
to be expected will henceforth prompt every act of the enemy, that 
chance may fail. I believe it is in my power to procure his reprieve 
(for a time long enough to enable him to produce incontestable evidence 
that he was in no sense of the word a spy, but in good faith merely a 
Government messenger in transitu on allowable business) by simply 
writing two letters, on my individual responsibility, to two persons 
occupying confidential and influential positions at Washington, and 
having at all times the ear of the President of the United States, the 
letters, if approved by you, to be forwarded by flag of truce to-morrow. 
Believing this, it is plainly my duty, at whatever risk of appearing 
officious, to solicit a brief interview with you this morning for the pur- 
pose of laying the particulars of my proposition before you. 

Hoping it may be your pleasure to receive me, I shall await your 
instructions at the office of the Second Auditor of the Treasury until 
3 o’clock, and after that hour at the office of the Signal Corps, and I 
have the honor to remain, sir, 

Most respectfully and faithfully, your obedient servant, 
J. W. PALMER. 
[Indorsement.] 

Mr. Davis is first lieutenant, Provisional Army, C. S., and is aide- 
de-camp of General Trimble. He was captured in Ohio about three 
weeks ago, and Northern papers stated at the time was to be tried as 
& spy. 

R. G. H. KEAN, 
Chief of Bureau of War. 
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RICHMOND, February 10, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. G. J. PILLow, Montgomery, Ala.: 

Relying on your known patriotism, intelligence, and capability to 
conduct an important branch of the public service, the President has 
directed your assignment as Commissary-General of Prisoners. It will 
be announced in general orders. I give you this early information 
that you may be enabled to make your arrangements to assume the 
duties of the office with the least practicable delay. Meantime Briga- 
dier-General Gardner will take temporary control of the prisoners east 
of the Savannah River.* 

8. COOPER, 


Adjutant and Inspector General. 


CONFEDERATE STarEes OF AMERICA, WAR DEPT,, 
ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, Va., February 10, 1865. 
Capt. T. W. HALL, 
Assistant Inspector-General, Salisbury, N. C.: 

CAPTAIN: [ inclose herewith a letter from Governor Vance,t upon 
which General Breckinridge, Secretary of War, has directed an 
inspection to be made. As you are engaged in an inspection of Salis- 
bury, be pleased to make a full report of the condition of the Yankee 
prisons, the condition of the prisoners, &c., and call the attention of 
General Johnson to evils which can be corrected at once, and of those 
requiring the action of the Department advise me at once, in order 
that the necessary orders may be issued. State causes leading to the 
apparent inhumanity reported by the Governor as existing amongst 
the prisoners. As early and full a report as you can make is desired, 
with as little delay as possible. 

I am, captain, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. H. CHILTON, 
Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General. 


[Indorsement. ] 


SALISBURY, N. C., February 17, 1865. 
Respectfully transmitted with letter of Governor Vance inclosed and 
accompanying report of inspection as ordered. { 
T. W. HALL, 


Assistant Inspector- General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAMP CHASE, 
Near Columbus, Ohio, February 11, 1865. 
Col. W. P. RICHARDSON, Commanding Post: 

Str: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
February 11, 1865: 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—fair. Clothing—sufficient. Bedding— 
good. State of quarters—good. State of mess-houses—perfect. State 
of kitchen—perfect. Food, quality of—good. Food, quantity of—sufii- 
cient. Water—good and sufficient. Sinks—in good condition. Police 
of grounds—perfect. Drainage—good. Police of hospital—perfect. 


* For Pillow’s reply, see Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part II, p. 1174, 
tSee Vance to Seddon, February 1, p. 167. 
}See p, 245. 
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Attendance of sick—sufficient. Hospital diet—good. General health 
of prisoners—improving. Vigilance of guard—unexceptionable. _ 
Remarks and suggestions.—A complete and full amount of hospital 

and other accommodations have been furnished to accommodate all 
sick and wounded with good ward-masters and nurses; even with all 
this care [we] will not in all cases prove successful in reviving the 
wasted fragments of Hood’s army. The only improvement now needed 
is larger wash-room in Prison No. 3, should it be necessary to provide 
for the present number of prisoners, but as the number is being dimin- 
ished the necessity is at once obviated. The number and capacity of 
wards at prison hospital are such as to require a wash-room of larger 
size, unless as there will no doubt by exchange so lessen the number of 
patients that there will be no need for additional room. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EK. K. ALLEN, 
Captain, Highty-eighth Regt. Ohio Vol. Infty., Inspecting Officer. 
[Indorsement. ] 


Inspecting officer’s report approved. No additions to make. 
Respectfully referred to the Commissary-General of Prisoners. 
W. P. RICHARDSON, 
Colonel Twenty-fiyth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Comdg. Post. 


RICHMOND, February 11, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. U.S. GRANT, U.S. Army: 


Sig: I propose to deliver to you by James River, Wilmington, or any 
other practicable points, all the Federal prisoners now in our custody 
without delay, upon receiving an assurance from you that you will 
deliver an equal number of Confederate prisoners within a reasonable 
time. Of course I would prefer that such reasonable time should be as 
early a day as will be practicable or convenient to you. 

I can deliver to you at Wilmington 1,000 prisoners per day, com- 
mencing at any early date you may designate. I can have even a 
larger number in readiness at any named day. Deliveries of a like 
number per day can be made at Cox’s Wharf, on James River, at the 
same time. I will be obliged to you for an early answer. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


CaMP OF NATIONAL PRISONERS, 
Near Tyler, Tex., February 11, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. E. R. 8. CANBY, 
Commanding Military Division of West Mississippi: 

GENERAL: The undersigned, officers of the U.S. Army, held as pris- 
oners of war at this camp, take the liberty of addressing you, desiring to 
call your attention to the fact that there are officers of our army now held 
at this place and at the guard-house in Shreveport who we are assured 
are held by the Confederate authorities as punishment for attempting 
to escape to our own lines. We have always supposed that it was the 
right and duty of a prisoner of war to make his own escape when pos- 
sible, and that it was contrary to all rules and usages of civilized war- 
fare to punish him for so doing. Major Bering and Lieutenant Srofe, of 
the Forty-eighth Ohio Infantry, are among the oldest prisoners in camp. 
They were in Shreveport when their regiment passed through Shreve- 
port for exchange in October last. Major McCauley, of the First Indiana 
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[Cavalry], and Lieutenants Flemming and Fulton, of the Seventy- 
seventh Ohio Infantry, are now and have been for some time in the guard- 
house at Shreveport for attempting toescape. Their regiments are now 
going forward for exchange, but the agent of exchange refuses to send 
them forward. Being the oldest prisoners here we expected to have gone 
on this exchange, as we supposed it was the rule of our Government to 
exchange the oldest captures first, but, as it seems not to be, we would 
endeavor to exchange ourselves, cheerfully undergoing all the hard- 
ships and dangers of an attempt to travel some 400 miles through the 
enemy’s country were we assured that we would be protected in so 
doing by our authorities. It is poor encouragement if we know that 
when recaptured and our regiments are exchanged we are retained in 
prison. We are sure it is only necessary to call your attention to the 
matter to haveit corrected. We shall look anxiously for the action of 
our Government in the cases referred to. 
Respectfully, 
J. A. Bering, major Forty-eighth Regiment Ohio Volunteer 
Infantry; William Prescott, captain, One hundred and 
thirtieth Illinois Volunteers; John W. Watts, captain, 
One hundred and thirtieth Illinois Volunteers; P. H. 
White, captain Mercantile Battery; J. H. Stevison, 
captain, Seventy-seventh Illinois Infantry; Elias Fraun- 
felter, captain, One hundred and twentieth Ohio Infantry; 
Thomas Hughes, first lieutenant and regimental quarter- 
master, Twenty-eighth Iowa Infantry; William B. Milli- 
ken, first lieutenant, One hundred and twentieth Ohio 
Infantry; Harvey Applegate, first lieutenant, One hun- 
dred and twentieth Ohio Infantry; Samuel P. Dill, cap- 
tain, One hundred and seventy-third Regiment New York 
Volunteers; Henry J.Wyman, first lieutenant, Seventy- 
seventh Illinois; Charles Nolton, first lieutenant, One 
hundred and seventy-third New York Volunteers; A. H. 
Hazlett, first lieutenant, Fourteenth Iowa Infantry; J. M. 
McCulloch, captain, Seventy-seventh Illinois Infantry; 
Thomas Sheridan, captain Company K, Eighty-seventh 
Illinois; David Mefford, captain, Sixth Kansas Volunteer 
Cavalry; John M. Defriese, second lieutenant, Sixth 
Kansas Volunteer Cavalry; T. 8..O’Conner, first lieuten- 
ant, Second Indian Regiment; Gaza Haraszthy, Com- 
pany B, Eighteenth New York Cavalry; G.S. Goodwin, 
first lieutenant, Seventh Missouri Cavalry; B. Hitchcock, 
first lieutenant, First Kansas Colored Volunteer Infantry ; 
S. S. Edwards, first lieutenant, Seventy-seventh Illinois 
Volunteers; C.W. Johnson, first lieutenant, One hundred 
and thirtieth Illinois Volunteers; George W. Huston, 
first lieutenant and regimental quartermaster, Four- 
teenth Kansas Cavalry; R.S. Taylor, first lieutenant, One 
hundred and thirtieth Illinois Volunteers; J. W. Paulen, 
first lieutenant, One hundred and thirtieth Illinois Vol- 
unteers; W. C. Harned, first lieutenant, One hundred and 
thirtieth Illinois Volunteers; W. O. Pool, first lieutenant, 
One hundred and thirtieth Illinois Volunteers; OC. A. 
Payne, first lieutenant, Eighteenth New York Cavalry; 
P. 8. Cone, lieutenant, Chicago Mercantile Battery; C. I’. 
McCulloch, second lieutenant, Seventy-seventh Illinois; 
W. J. Srofe, first lieutenant, Forty-eighth Ohio Volun- 
teers. 
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HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY EAST TENNESSEE, 
Bristol, February 11, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. ALVAN C, GILLEM, U.S. Army: 

GENERAL: There are several officers of your command confined in 
the different military prisons in the South. I am willing to give any 
captain that belongs to your command that the Confederate authorities 
hold for Captain Reynolds, who is confined at Knoxville in irons. 

Your early reply is earnestly solicited. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN ©. VAUGHN, 
Brigadier-General, OC. S. Army. 


RICHMOND, February 11, 1865. 


Brig. Gen. WILLIAM M. GARDNER, 
Acting Commissary General of Prisoners: 

Sir: You are aware that by a recent agreement all prisoners of war 
who heretofore have been or now are held in close confinement or 
irons are to be mutually released and delivered. As the number held 
by the enemy is much larger than that held by us, it is very important 
that the arrangement should be fully carried out. I will, therefore, 
be much obliged to you if you will send orders to each prison where 
the Federal prisoners of war are confined, whether they be in State 
jails or Confederate prisons, directing, first, the release of all such 
parties, and secondly, that they be forwarded without delay to Rich- 
mond. There is one, a Capt. Shad. Harris, of Tennessee, for whom the 
Federals have particularly asked. I do not know where he is confined. 
He is sentenced to hard labor for the war. I think there are probably 
others in some of our Southern jails or prisons. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


RICHMOND, February 11, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. WEST STEEVER, Columbus, Miss. : 


Your favor of the 18th ultimo has been received. It is impossible 
from the data which you give for me to determine whether the parties 
named in the list you send me are exchanged or not. The material 
fact is the date of capture, and that is not given. Moreover, if these 
parties were released on parole upon capture, they are not bound by 
the parole. This is true of all the cases except the Vicksburg capture. 
The practice of both belligerents is not to recognize the validity of any 
parole unless the party was kept in possession and delivered by flag 
of truce at some point previously agreed upon by competent parties. 
The only exception to this rule is the Vicksburg capture, because there 
the paroles were given by agreement between ‘the commanders of two 
opposing armies.” By this rule and date of capture, taken in connec- 
tion with the published exchange notices, you can determine all the 
cases presented in your list. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 
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[FEBRUARY 11, 1865.—For Beauregard to Cooper (two dispatches) 
recommending removal of Union prisoners from Columbia and Florence, 
see Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part II, pp. 1156, 1157.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPOT PRISONERS OF WAR, 
Elmira, N. Y., February 12, 1865. 
Col. B. F. TRAcy, Commanding Post: 


COLONEL: [ have the honor to submit the following inspection report 
of the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week 
ending February 11, 1865: 

Conduct— good. Discipline—excellent. Cleanliness—remarkably 
clean as regards quarters, considering the low temperature of the past 
week; as regards the men they look very neat and clean, each man 
being punished who presents himself at inspection with uutidy face or 
hair. Clothing—decidedly deficient, but is now being corrected by the 
distribution of clothing from the Confederate authorities. Bedding— 
prisoners have no bedding except the boards and their blankets. State 
of quarters—in good condition, tightand warm. State of mess-houses— 
clean and warmed comfortably. State of kitchen—clean, and every- 
thing systematized. Food, quality of—good. Food, quantity of— 
prisoners’ ration. Water—plenty and good. Police of grounds—mod- 
erately good, but not enough carts furnished. Drainage—good. Police 
of hospital—excellent. Attendance of sick—all that can be desired up 
to date, but the exchange of the prisoners interferes with the arrange- 
ments of the surgeon in charge, as some had been physicians in civil 
life, and were used as such to attend the prisoners. Hospital—the 
quarters devoted to hospital purposes are decidedly insufficient; from 
twelve to twenty sick men are compelled to remain in their usual quar- 
ters for want of accommodation in the hospital. Hospital diet—all that 
is required, as far as Ican judge. General health of prisoners—very 
bad; increase of sickness principally caused by the arrival of the Fort 
Fisher prisoners, of whom more than half are sick. Vigilance of 
guard—the guard are very vigilant indeed. 

Remarks and suggestions.—I would respectfully recommend that a 
greater number of police carts be supplied and that more room for hos- 
pital purposes be furnished. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES R. REID, 
Lieutenant, Tenth U. S. Infantry, Inspecting Officer. 


U.S. MILITARY PRISON, 
Camp Morton, Indianapolis, Ind., February 12, 1865. 


Col. A. A. STEVENS, Commanding Camp Morton: 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
February 11, 1865: 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—good. State of clothing—good. Bed- 
ding—good. State of quarters—kept as well policed as is possible. 
State of mess-houses—have none. State of kitchen—good. Food, 
quality of—first-class. Food, quantity of—sufficient, being in accord- 
ance to orders. Water—sufficient. Sinks—sufficient for the cold 
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weather. Police of grounds—thorough. Drainage—complete. Police 
of hospitals—good. Attendance of sick—good. Hospital diet—first 
class. General health of prisoners—bad. Fatality—great. Vigilance 
of guard—very strict. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. W. DAVIDSON, 
First Lieutenant, Veteran Reserve Corps, Inspecting Officer. 


CHICAGO, February 12, 1865. 
Brevet Brigadier-General HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners : 

If prisoners of war make application to take the oath and be released 
and refuse to be exchanged, will they be released, and when? Probably 
one-third would so refuse if official assurance can be given that they 
will be released within a reasonable time. 

B. J. SWEET, 


Colonel, Commanding. 


RIcHMOND, February 12, 1865. (Received 13th.) 
General BRAGG: 

It is necessary to move prisoners from Ilorence—about 10,000. Can 
they be accommodated at or near Wilmington? Colonel Ould will 
probably exchange them at that point in about two weeks. 

By order: 

J. A. CAMPBELL. 


[Indorsement. ] 
General HoxkE: 


General Bragg ought certainly to be now in Richmond, and will 
there determine this subject, I should think. 


Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
fichmond, Va., February 12, 1865. 
General G. T. BEAUREGARD, Columbia, 8. O.: 
Order commandant of prison at Columbia to remove Federal officers 
to Charlotte. 
By order: . J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, February 12, 1865. 
PosT QUARTERMASTER, Charlotte, N. C.: 
Make immediate preparations for the reception of 1,800 Federal 
officers. | 
By order: J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 
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CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., February 12, 1865. 
General Houmss, Raleigh, N. C.: ' oe 
Colonel Forno has been ordered to remove prisoners from Florence 
to some other point. _ He was directed to communicate with you. Give 
him such assistance in supplies and guards as may be in your power. 
By order: 
J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


RICHMOND, February 12, 1865. 
General W. M. GARDNER, Commanding, &c., Richmond, Va.: 
GENERAL: The Secretary of War directs that you take measures 


to remove immediately the Federal prisoners now at Columbia and 
Florence, S. C., to points farther north. For example, Charlotte and 


Raleigh, N. C. 
H. L. CLAY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS Post, Salisbury, N. C., February 12, 1865. 

His Excellency Z. B. VANCE, Governor of North Carolina: 

GOVERNOR: On arriving yesterday I found yours of 16th ultimo and 
1st instant, which have heretofore been replied to by Captain Booth, 
assistant adjutant-general. I avail myself of my first time to acknow]l- 
edge personally your liberal offer. Colonel Hoke informs me that the 
condition of the reserves is greatly ameliorated, but they still want 
clothes. I think 350 outfits will do—jackets, pants, shirts, drawers, 
shoes, stockings, and caps. Please to order them sent to Captain 
Goodman, post quartermaster, and have an invoice sent me also, so 
that I can see they are properly applied to your reserves exclusively. 
No one can feel more acutely than I do the condition of the prisoners 
of war here. It is disgraceful to our country. Captain Booth’s letter 
showed you that as to food I feel they were well supplied, but they suf- 
fer for clothes and shelter. General Winder proposed removing them 
before Christmas, and therefore forbade any buildings to be erected 
here. A large per cént. have therefore lived in holes in the ground. 
Were I to attempt to erect barracks here spring would come in before 
they could be finished. I must therefore try to get tents. Can you 
lend me or procure for me in Raleigh 150 or 200 wall-tents? If so, 
pray send them on at once. I recently visited Richmgnd for the main 
purpose of pressing on our authorities our duties to ourselves and these 
people, laying before them the terrible suffering and mortality among 
them. Ihave procured from the Federal officer for distributing goods in 
Richmond 3,500 blankets, which will be here to-morrow. With the tents, 
their condition will be tolerable, but nothing will alleviate it but speedy 
exchange. In Richmond, and since from Vice-President Stephens, 
I learned that General Grant is willing to receive from us 3,000 per 
week. I have telegraphed General Gardner, at Richmond, urging 
him to press the immediate delivery of all the prisoners in North and 
South Carolina at Wilmington. This could be done from Florence and 
Columbia, S. C., by the Manchester road, and from here by way of 
Raleigh, without encumbering our transportation. If this is not done 
speedily the prisoners from Columbia will have to be moved up here or 
to Greensborough, and those from Florence toward Raleigh, and thus 
North Carolina will have to subsist 20,000 more men, eating up sup- 
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plies which should go to Richmond. In case of the evacuation of 
Wilmington, no distant contingency, and the possession of Columbia 
by the enemy, equally possible, the prisoners at Florence are cut off, 
and can only be extricated by a march through central North Carolina 
on Raleigh, which will expose your people to more depredations than 
from the march of a hostile column. These considerations will, I 
doubt not, induce Your Excellency to join with me in urging the Con- 
federate authorities to consent to an immediate delivery of these pris- 
oners at the most convenient point. Grant proposes to take his men 
aud deliver ours, both parties to be on parole. I think he never 
intends to exchange them so as to allow our men to go back to our 
army. On this our authorities may stick, but we ought to agree to it 
at once. The prisoners here eat our rations and keep men out of the 
field to guard them. They are aterrible burden. It would be better 
to send them home at once on parole. But the men we get back will 
go home, reinvigorate the population for the war, work, help to raise 
provisions, and, in case of emergency, defend themselves by guerrilla 
war, of which right no parole can deprive them. It would be better to 
have them in our army, but, failing that, let us have them at the plow, 
with the rifle in the fence corner. I press this upon you, for if these 
people are not turned over to their own authorities they will be pressed 
back into North Carolina, which will have to subsist three armies—the 
Confederate, the Federal, and the neutral, more terrible than either. 
Your obedient servant, 
BRADLEY T. JOHNSON, 
Brigadier- General. 


SALISBURY, N. C., February 12, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. W. M. GARDNER, Richmond: 

It is impossible to subsist any larger number of prisoners than are 
at this post. Those at Columbia ought to be removed. I urge that 
they be delivered immediately for parole. Wilmington will be the most 
convenient point for them and those at Florence. Please press this 
matter. 

BRADLEY T, JOHNSON, 
Brigadier-General. 


SALISBURY, N. C., February 12, 1865. 
Brigadier-General MARTIN, Raleigh : 

I have receiveg information from Secretary of War and other sources 
that this post is threatened with attack from Knoxville. It is said 
that a large number of deserters are collecting in,Yadkin for an attack 
here. A few cavalry will disperse them. 

BRADLEY T. JOHNSON, 
Brigadier-General. 


CoLumBiA, 8. C., February 12, 1865. 
General BRAXTON Brace, Wilmington, N. C.: 

General Beauregard urges instant removal of Federal prisoners from 
Florence to Andersonville. I cannot get troops to guard them en route. 
Can you loan 500 men to go as guard? They shall be promptly re- 
turned. 

H. FORNO, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
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Hpagrs. C. 8S. Min. Prisons atk OF MISSISSIPPI RIVER, 
: olumbia, 8. O., Feb : 
Lieut. Col. J. M. OTEy, ? » Hebruary 12, 1865 


Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of the West: 
COLONEL: Rumors are rife of a raid by the enemy upon this place, 
and I have been unable to procure any definite information to guide me 
in the course of action to adopt. There are 1,200 Federal officers, 
prisoners of war, in the Asylum prison at this place, respecting whose 
safe-keeping I am exceedingly anxious. L respectfully request that you 
will submit this letter to General Beauregard and solicit the general’s 
advice as to the course to be adopted for the security of the prisoners. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. FORNO, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


: CoLUMBIA, February 12, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. B. T. JOHNSON: 

General Beauregard advises instant removal of prisoners from 
Florence and this place to Southwestern Georgia. Telegraph your 


orders. 
H. FORNO, 
Colonel, Commanding Prisoners. 


Hpagrs. C. 8. Min. PRISONS EAST OF MISSISSIPPI RIVER, 
Columbia, S. C., February 12, 1865. 
Capt. G. W. BooTta, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Salisbury, N. C.: 

CAPTAIN: Your telegram from Salisbury announcing that General 
B. T. Johnson has been assigned to command of the prisons in South 
Carolina has been received and answered by telegraph. I would desire 
to state that under the direction of the Secretary of War a prison is 
being constructed at Killian’s Mills, eleven miles from here, on the 
Charlotte Railroad. The work is being urged forward as rapidly as 
possible, and the prison will be ready for the reception of over 15,000 
prisoners in ten days. 

I am endeavoring to remove the prisoners from Florence to this 
point, but cannot at present do so for want of troops to guard them in 
transitu. There are 7,000 enlisted men there under command of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Iverson, and nearly 1,200 officers here’ under command 
of Maj. E. Griswold. I am at present exercising command over both. 


I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant 
H. FORNO, 


Colonel, Commanding. 


Arpars. C. 8. Min. Prisons EAST OF MISSISSIPPI RIVER, 
Columbia, 8. C., February 12, 1865. 


Doctor STEVENSON, In charge Camp Maxcy Gregg: 

Doctor: Colonel Forno desires that you cease work on the stock- 
ade and prepare everything for an immediate move. You will be 
called on for the impressed negroes by General Wade Hampton, and 
will turn over with them the tools and cooking utensils needed. The 
Yankee negroes will be put to work getting wood to railroad for use by 
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prisoners here pending removal Keep two wagons for this purpose, 
and send everything else with the tools, &c., to Captain Richardson 
here. 
I am, doctor, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, Washington, February 13, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant, City Point, Va.: 

DEAR Sir: I inclose herewith a letter from several of our officers 
who are now confined in Libby Prison and ask that their cases may be 
brought up for exchange. With one exception—that of Acting Master 
Shulze—they were engaged in the destruction of the rebel ram 
Albemarle, on which occasion they were captured. They are brave and 
deserving fellows, and I hope you may be able to effect their exchange. 

Yours, truly, 
Ge Yu cROX. 


[Inclosure.] 


LispBy PRISON, Richmond, Va., January 30, 1865. 
Commander F. A. PARKER, Commanding Potomac Flotilla: 

Sir: My brother officers confined here in Libby have requested me 
to write the inclosed letter to the Department. You would greatly 
oblige us by sending the letter to the Secretary and say a few words in 
our favor. We would then be certain of a speedy exchange. Oh, sir, 
if you could only see this ne plus ultra of misery here for one moment 
you would not hesitate. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 
G. C. SHULZE, 
Acting Master, U. S. Navy. 


(Sub-inclosure. ] 


LIBBY PRISON, Richmond, Va., January 30, 1865. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O.: 


Ste: I am informed by Brig. Gen. Joseph Hayes, U. S. Army, who 
has just had an interview with Mr. Ould, the Contederate commis- 
sioner of exchange, that the Confederate authorities would immediately 
exchange all naval prisoners of war held by them if the Federal Gov- 
ernment would send their equivalents. Only six naval officers are now 
in the hands of the Confederate authorities, viz: Actg. Master G. ©. 
Shulze, U.S. 8. Yankee; Actg. Asst. Paymaster F, H. Swann (sick), 
Otsego; Actg. Ensign W. L. Howorth, Monticello; Actg. Master’s 
Mate Thomas S. Gay (sick), Otsego; Actg. Asst. Engineer Charles L. 
Steever (sick), Otsego; Actg. Asst. Engineer William Stotesbury 
(sick), picket boat No. 1. The sick are paroled and will probably 
go North in the first flag of truce; all sailors and marines (thirteen), 
are also paroled. As we are all eager to be in active service under our 
glorious old flag again, the remaining officers have requested me to 
bring this to your favorable notice. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. C. SHULZE, 
Acting Master, U. 8. Navy. 
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CIRCULAR, ; OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
No. 2. Washington, D. C., February 13, 1865. 
By authority from the Secretary of War sutlers at the several prison 
stations will be permitted to sell to prisoners of war vegetables in such 
quantities as may be necessary to their health. Commanding officers 
of the several prison stations are held responsible that this privilege is 
not abused. 
; W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. 8S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


Evtmira, N. Y., February 13, 1865. 
Geueral W. N. R. BEALL, Provisional Army, C. S., 
Agent for Distribution of Supplies to Prisoners, 

75 Murray Street, New York: 
GENERAL: We have quarters assigned us near the prison and are 
limited under our parole to its immediate vicinity. This renders it 
quite embarrassing to us in discharging the duties for which we are 
sent here, in not allowing us sufficient freedom of action. It is very 
necessary that we should visit the express office, railroad depot, and 
especially headquarters of the. post, and some other places within the 
city limits on business connected with the distribution of supplies. 
Can you not have this remedied and have our parole so extended as to 
have us permitted to visit the above places at will in the discharge of 
our duties? We feel confident that Colonel Tracy, commanding post, 

will approve any extension or further privilege in our paroles asked. 


We are, general, truly, &c., 
DANL. S. PRINTUP, 
Major, de. (for Committee to Distribute Supplies, éc.) 


{First indorsement.] 


Respectfully referred to General L. C. Hunt, U. S. Army, with the 
request that the privileges asked for be granted, if not inconsistent 
with the agreement between General Grant and Colonel,Ould. 

WM. N. R. BEALL, 
Brigadier-General, Provisional Army, O. &., 
Paroled Prisoner of War and Agent to Supply Prisoners of War. 


{Second indorsement. ] 


Hpagrs. U. S. Troops, NEw YoRK CITY AND HARBOR, 
New York, February 15, 1865. 


Colonel Tracy will use his discretion and judgment in granting all 
‘due facilities” for the proper distribution of supplies. The parole 
should be such as to afford such “due facilities” as agreed upon between 
General Grant and Colonel Ould. 

g L. C. HUNT, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding (for General Paine). 


Fort WARREN, Boston Harbor, February 13, 1865. 


CoMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, Washington, D. C.: 
Through various sources of information we learn that the Confederate 
prisoners captured west of the Mississippi River have been sent down 
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that river for exchange. We beg to call your attention to the fact that 
a few officers belonging to that department are at this place and we 
respectfully request that we may not be made an exception to the gen- 
eral exchange in that department. A speedy reply 1s respectfully 
requested. 
We have the honor to be, very respectfully, &c., 
F, C. WILKES, 
Colonel, Invalid Corps. 
ROBT. J. BARROW, 
Colonel, C. S. Army. 
{And others of the Trans-Mississippi Department. ] 


|FEBRUARY 13, 1865.—For Gillmore to Halleck, requesting authority 
to return to military prisons in the North 495 rebel officers sent to the 
Department of the South in August, 1864, to be placed under fire in 
retaliation for the Union officers held under fire at Charleston, S. C., 
see Series I, Vol. XLVII, Part II, p. 412.] 


OFFICE PROVOST-MARSHAL OF PRISONERS, 
Rock Island Barracks, Ill., February 13, 1865. 


Col. A. J. JOHNSON, Commanding Post : 


Sir: Ihave the honor to submit the following inspection report of the 
condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
February 13, 1865: 

Conduct—very good. Oleanliness—good. Clothing—good. Bed- 
ding—none. State of quarters—very good. State of mess-houses—no 
mess-houses. State of kitchen—very good. Food, quality of—good. 
Food, quantity of—as per circular from Commissary-General of Prison- 
ers. Water—good. Sinks—not good. Police of grounds—very good. 
Drainage—good. Police of hospital—very good. Attendance of sick— 
very good. Hospital diet—very good. General health of prisoners— 
good. Vigilance of guard—good. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. P. CARAHER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Fourth Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps, 
and Provost-Marshal of Prisoners, Inspecting Officer. 


[Indorsement. ] 


The within report is concurred in. Rolls have been completed to this 
date of 1,000 prisoners for exchange. There will probably be at least 
2,000 of those confined here who will refuse to be exchanged, as they 
desire to take the oath. More would. no doubt send in their names if 
they knew they would be released on making such application and not 
remain longer in confinement than those who will be exchanged. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissary-General of Prisoners. 

A. J. JOHNSON, 
Colonel Fourth Veteran Reserve Corps, Commanding Post. 


City PoIntT, VA., February 13, 1865. 
Col. R. OULD, Agent of Exchange: 
Your communication in relation to Lieutenant Davis, condemued to 
death as a “spy,” was received and forwarded to the Secretary of War 
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with the recommendation that his execution be suspended until you 
could have time to forward evidence in his behalf. I send you now the 
action taken in his case, which you will perceive was taken prior to 
the receipt of your letter.* 
U. 8. GRANT, 
LTieutenant- General, 


: City Point, VA., February 13, 1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel MULFoRD, 
Steamer New York, Jones’ Landing: 


With the steamers now at your command you can keep prisoners at 
Varina to send through as fast as our men can be received in exchange. 
You might let Colonel Ould know this, so as to hasten the matter as 
much as possible. 

U. 8. GRANT, 
LIneutenant-General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., February 13, 1865. 
General R. E. LEE, Commanding Army of Northern Virginia: 
The river being closed, is there any objection to sending Yankee 
prisoners through the lines on the Osborne turnpike, or elsewhere? 
J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., February 13, 1865. 
General BEAUREGARD, Columbia, 8S. C.: 

Order commandant of prisoners to remove Federal officers to such 
point as you may direct. You were telegraphed on this subject yester- 
day. 

By order: 

J. A. CAMPBELL 


Assistant Secretary of War. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., February 13, 1865. 
General T. H. HotmEs, Raleigh, N. C.: 
Furnish any guards that may be necessary to protect prisoners. ol. 
H. Forno has been directed to call upon you. 


By order: 
J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


WILMINGTON, February 13, 1865—5 p.m. 


Hon. J. A. CAMPBELL, ' 
Assistant Secretary of War, Richmond: 
ill do to make this a depot for prisoners. 
It will not do p p BF. HOKE, 
Major-General. 


* See Hooker to the President, February 7, p. 191. 
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RICHMOND, February 13, 1865. 
(Via Greensborough, 14th.) 
General JOHNSON: . 
Orders have been given for removal of prisoners at Columbia and 


F] e. Some prisoners may be sent to Salisbury. 
aoc : Ww. M. GARDNER, 


General, &c. 


CotumBtA, S. ©., February 13, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. W. M. GARDNER, Richmond, Va.: 

Telegram received. General Beauregard advises to move prisoners 
to Southwest Georgia. Will not subsistence be difficult in North 
Carolina? Answer by telegraph. 

H. FORNO, 


Colonel, Commanding. 


——— 


CoLumMBIA, S. C., February 13, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General HoLMES, Raleigh, N. C.: 

Am ordered by the War Department to move 7,000 prisoners from 
Florence to Raleigh. Can you furnish guard and subsistence? Am 
also to move 1,200 officers from here to Charlotte. Have guard enough 
to move them, but will need subsistence and guard at Charlotte. 
Answer by telegraph. 

H. FORNO, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


CoLUMBIA, February 13, 1865. 
Capt. G. W. BooTtH, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

General Beauregard strongly disapproves sending prisoners to Wil- 
mington, and urges their instant removal from Florence and Columbia 
to Southwest Georgia via Abbeville. Am preparing to act at once. 
Only await General Johnson’s orders. There is no time to be lost. 

H. FORNO, 
Colonel, de. 


FLORENCE, February 13, 1865. 
Capt..G. W. Bootu, Assistant Adjutant-General: 
Seven thousand prisoners—about 3,000 sick—very destitute of cloth- 
ing. Rations very short; no meat at all. Ought to be removed toa 
safer point immediately, but cannot be done unless more troops are sent 


me. Have scarcely two reliefs of reserves and about seventy-five 
veterans. 


JOHN F. IVERSON, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, éc. 


WASHINGTON, February 14, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, Commanding U. 8. Armies: 


We have 600 rebel officers at Fort Pulaski, and there are as many of 
our officers held in the vicinity of Charleston. I respectfully suggest 
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that the rebel officers be delivered on condition that as many of our 
officers be delivered to us at the same time. 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


Ciry Pornt, Va., Februar . 
General W. HoFFMaAn, : : eaten dle 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. O.: 

Your dispatch in reference to exchange of prisoners of war now at 
Fort Pulaski is received. On the 5th instant I authorized Maj. Gen. 
J. G. Foster, commanding Department of the South, to effect the 
exchange of all prisoners of war within the limits of his command. I 
have not yet heard from him on the subject, but presume he will carry 
out my instructions as promptly as possible. 

U. S. GRANT, 


LTieutenant-General. 


OFFICE AssT. AGENT FOR EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS, 
FLAG-OF-TRUCE STEAMER NEW YORK, 
Varina, Va., February 14, 1865. 
Col. T. S. BowERs, 
Asst, Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Armies in Field, City Point, Va.: . 

COLONEL: I have the honor to inform you that I have this day held 
a conference with Hon. R. Ould, Confederate agent for exchange, upon 
the subject of the release of a class of prisoners known as ‘merchant 
service men,” consisting principally of persons captured on our inland 
waters while engaged in the U.S. transport service, many of whom 
haye been prisoners for a long period, extending in some instances 
through quite two years, and now that other exchanges are being con- 
summated, this class, whose claims for a long time have been practi- 
cally ignored, have, in my opinion, a Jegitimate demand upon our 
attention. The result of my conference with Mr. Ould was an agree- 
ment, subject to the approval of Lieutenant-General Grant, commanding 
Armies of the United States, for the release and exchange of this class 
of prisoners upon the conditions provided by the cartel of July 22, 
1862, which defines the grades and establishes the rates of equivalents 
on the basis of naval captures. This I believe to be a just and equi- 
table arrangement, and respectfully submit the matter for the consider- 
ation of the lieutenant-general. Awaiting his instructions on the 
subject, 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNU. E. MULFORD, 
Tieutenant-Colonel and U. 8. Assistant Agent for Exchange. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. O., February 14, 1865. 


Col. B. J. SWEET, Commanding Oamp Douglas, Chicago, Lil. : 
Telegram of the 12th received. Discharges will not be granted at 
present. Arrangements will be made at the proper time for the 


discharge of those who publicly decline the offer of exchange. 
W. HOFFMAN, 


Oommissary-General of Prisoners. 
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HEADQUARTERS Post, 
Camp Douglas, Chicago, Ill., February 14, 1865. 


Bvt. Brig. Gen. WILLIAM HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to respectfully report that the question 
is constantly asked by the prisoners of war at this camp, “If we decline 
to be exchanged and are willing to take and abide by the oath of alle- 
giance to the Government of the United States, what will it avail us? 
Will we be released from imprisonment, and if so, within what period 
of time?” Probably if assurances could be officially given that within 
a reasonably specified time such prisoners would be released, from 
one-fourth to one-third of the prisoners of war at this camp would 
publicly decline exchange. Your telegram of this date, from which is 
quoted, ‘Arrangements will be made at the proper time for the dis- 
charge of those who publicly decline the offer of exchange,” is too 
indefinite to induce any prisoner to refuse exchange, as the question 
recurs— When will that proper time be? I deem it my duty to report 
this condition of their minds and respectfully ask definite information 
for my guidance. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

B. J. SWEET, 
Colonel Highth Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps, Comdg. Post. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTHERN ALABAMA, 
Decatur, Ala., February 14, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. WESSELLS, U.S. Army, 
Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to forward herewith a copy of a commu- 
nication received from General Roddey* by flag of truce in relation to 
the exchange of prisoners, and also giving the organizations composing 
his command as requested. I would respectfully request that enough 
prisoners be sent to this point to effect the exchange as requested by 
General Roddey.t 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. 8S. GRANGER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding 


RICHMOND, VA., February 14, 1865. 
Col. E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General, U. S. Army: 


Sir: I have the honor to report the following amount of supplies for 
Federal prisoners received and distributed by me since my last report 
of the 1st instant: On the 6th instant I received from Col. Robert Ould, 
Confederate agent of exchange, 2,500 blouses, 2,500 pair of trousers, 
2,500 shirts, 1,928 blankets, and 4 private packages. On the 8th 
instant I Shipped the following supplies for the Federal prisoners at 
Danville, consigned to Col. G. G. Prey, One hundred and fourth New 
York Volunteers, viz, 27 private packages, ‘992 blankets, 500 pair 


* See February 8, p. 198. 
ier similar letter to General George H. Thomas, see Series I, Vol. XLIX, Part I, 
p. : 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION AND CONFEDERATE. 221 


trousers, 600 shirts, 500 blouses. On the same date, for prisoners at 
reomseae-se : oo consigned to Maj. one Haurand, Fourth New York 

avalry, the following supplies, viz, 3,000 blank i 
100:chiMemhkeanineccterae oe pare 

These supplies were all shipped in care of a special messenger, who 
was charged with their delivery to the consignees. Colonel Prey reports 
the arrival of the supplies consigned to him at Danville. 

I made application some time since for transportation to Columbia 
and Florence, but have been unable to obtain it. To-day I learned 
from Colonel Ould that it would be furnished in a few days, when I 
shall forward to those points the balance of supplies now on hand. 

I deem it my duty to state that the Confederate authorities, through 
their agent, Colonel Ould, seem disposed to afford me every facility 
for the transaction of this business with thoroughness, safety, and dis- 
patch. The difficulties in the way of forwarding the supplies to the 
prisoners now at Columbia and Florence will be removed, I believe, in 
a few days. 

1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH HAYES, 
Brigadier-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 


OFFICE SUPT. AND INSPECTOR OF MILITARY PRISONS, 
Saint Louis, Mo., February 14, 1865. 
Col. J. H. BAKER, 
Provost-Marshal-General, Department of the Missouri: 


Srr: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
February 13, 1865: 

Conduct — no complaints. Oleanliness—very good. Clothing—no 
demand made for any. Bedding—good. State of quarters—very clean. 
State of mess-houses—an old dark place, but pretty clean. State of 
kitchen—the same. Food, quality of—good. Food, quantity of— 
sufficient. Water—plenty. Sinks, pretty clean—newcomers hardly 
ever know how to use them decently. Police of grounds—satisfactory. 
Drainage—improving. Police of hospital—very good. Attendance of 
sick—prompt. Hospital diet—under control of the hospital depart- 
ment. General health of prisoners—improving since the number of 
prisoners has decreased. Vigilance of guard—no complaint made. — 

Remarks and suggestions.—At my recent inspections I have observed 
that prisoners of war coming from the smallpox hospital are furnished 
with clothing exactly the same as that worn by our own men. Para- 
graph XII of the Commissary-General’s circular of April, 1864, directs 
that the skirts of the coats will be cut short, but these are jackets such 
as many Western regiments have received and still wear. I have, of 
course, ordered the buttons to be cut off, but I still believe it to be 
dangerous to issue that kind of clothing, because prisoners will be very 
easily mistaken for U.S.soldiers. I would respectfully suggest that only 
gray clothing (which is so often confiscated on prize vessels) be issued, 
or some other mark, such as replacing the blue collars or part of their 
sleeves by gray ones, which the prisoners can do themselves, to prevent 
such mistakes. I also beg leave respectfully to refer to the indorsement 
of the commander of the prison (which is herewith inclosed) in answer 
to my letter of February 5. Ialways did believe that the employment of 
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rebels as clerks, in whatever department, is dangerous. Convalescents 
of our own Army could do that service much better. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GUST. HEINRICHS, 
Lieut. Col. Forty-first Missouri Regiment and Inspecting Officer. 


[Indorsement.] 


Approved, with the remark that I have directed that gray cloth be 
provided by the sutler, that part of the sleeve may be marked as 
recommended by Colonel Heinrichs. Also, I have taken steps to reduce 
the number of rebels employed in hospital. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissary-General of Prisoners. 

J. H. BAKER, 
Colonel and Provost-Marshal-General, Commanding. 


{Inclosure.] 


OFFICE SUPT. AND INSPECTOR OF MILITARY PRISONS, 
Saint Louis, February 5, 1865. 
Capt. R. C. ALLEN, Commanding Gratiot Street Prison: 

CAPTAIN: You will please make a confidential report on the back of 
this letter on the danger of employing a rebel prisoner as clerk of the 
prison hospital department and the observations that you have made 
on the subject. Also as to the receiving visits by female friends of 
said clerk, and the possibility or probability of letters being smuggled 
into the prison through that source. 

Respectfully, yours, 
GUST. HEINRICHS, 
Lieut, Col., Inspector and Superintendent of Military Prisons. 


[Indorsement. } 


OFFICE GRATIOT STREET MILITARY PRISON, 
Saint Louis, Mo., February 7, 1865. 

Respectfully returned. 

I bring no charges against any one connected with the hospital, but 
beg leave to call your attention to the danger of employing a prisover 
as a clerk in the hospital office. It frequently occurs that this prisoner 
is alone in the office, and friends of prisoners coming into the office at 
such time might be able to pass letters, money, and other articles to 
prisoners. Prisoners from this side of the street are on detail in the 
branch hospital every day, and might carry letters and other articles 
to the prisoners on this side. The prisoner employed as clerk in the 
hospital has access to all official papers sent to the hospital, and thus 
obtains information which no prisoner should have. 

R. C. ALLEN, 
Captain, Fortieth Missouri Infantry, Commanding Prison. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF KENTUCKY, 
Lexington, Ky., February 14, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Comdg. Department of West Virginia and East Tennessee: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to. acknowledge receipt of your com- 
munication of 12th ultimo relative to Col. John D. Morris, Lieut. Col. 
©. K. Johnson, and Maj. Theophilus Steele, prisoners in my hands, and 
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in which you express your intention of selecting three officers of equal 
rank from this command whose treatment shall be regulated by that 
extended to the officers named, and whose fate shall be decided by 
theirs. Simply noticing the facts, and without entering into a discus- 
sion in regard to them, that the officers referred to by you were captured 
far within our lines, without a command, and engaged in recruiting for 
and obtaining information for the benefit of the enemies of the United 
States, and that you have no officers of this command captured under 
similar circumstances in your possession, I will state that acting under 
instructions from the War Department I have forwarded to Fortress 
Monroe, for exchange, Colonel Morris and Major Steele. 

C. K. Johnson, who claims to be a lieutenant-colonel in the Confed- 
erate service, though I have no evidence to corroborate his statement, 
has been tried before a military commission on the charge of being a 
spy. The proceedings of the commission have not yet received final 
action and Johnson is held in close confinement awaiting such action. 

I cannot recognize as prisoners of war officers and men belonging to 
the Confederate service captured in a loyal State not attached to any 
recognized portion of the Confederate Army and engaged in assisting 
and inciting to acts of murder and robbery the roving bands of out- 
laws and guerrillas now infesting this State. Nor do I recognize your 
right to regulate the treatment of any officer of this command who may 
be a prisoner of war in your hands by that which is accorded ©. K. 
Johnson, whom J do not consider an officer, and the circumstances 
attending whose arrest are not such as entitle him to the privileges of 
a prisoner of war. 

Should you after this explanation hold an officer of this command as 
hostage for him, I shall consider it my duty to retaliate in like manner. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
8S. G. BURBRIDGE, 
Brevet Major-General, Commanding. 


KNOXVILLE, TENN., February 14, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. JoHn C. VAuGHN, OC. 8S. Army, 
Comdg. Cavalry, Dept. of West Virginia and Kast Tennessee: 

GENERAL: In compliance with recent instructions from Washington 
I forward herewith three citizen prisoners, viz: A.C. Plumlee, William 
Hall,and Wayne Wallace. These are all the citizen prisoners in my 
charge that come within the scope of your agreement with General 
Carter. Iam anxious to carry out that agreement fully and have done 
so as far as has lain in my power.- Other citizens held by us are held 
for specific offenses against law and order, which your authorities, as 
well as ours, are bound to punish. 4 

A prisoner recently escaped from Salisbury reports that citizens of 
East Tennessee are still confined there, and not only have had no inti- 
mation of their release, but have been most positively assured that they 
would not be released during the war unless they would enlist in the 
Confederate Army. I hope such is not the case. 

I am authorized to say that if your part of the agreement with Gen- 
eral Carter is not carried out in good faith immediate and full retaliation 
will be visited upon general officers of the Confederate Army now in our 
hands. I earnestly hope thata prompt fulfillment of the agreement will 
prevent the necessity of any such unpleasant measure. 
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With every assurance of my earnest desire to mitigate the hard- 
ships of this terrible strife, I beg leave to remain, 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. S. TROWBRIDGE, 
Lieut. Col. Tenth Mich. Cav. and Pro. Mar. Gen. of East Tenn. 


CHARLESTON, February 14, 1865. 
General S. COOPER: 

It is respectfully suggested that the prisoners at Florence be sent to 
Wilmington and delivered to the enemy on parole, thus relieving us 
and embarrassing the enemy. 

G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
General, 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., February 14, 1865. 
General G. T. BEAUREGARD, Columbia, 8. C.: 
Send prisoners to North Carolina rather than elsewhere, as exchanges 
are being approved. 
J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ADJT.. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 6. Richmond, February 14, 1865. 
* * * * * * * 

II. Brig. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow is constituted Commissary-General of 
Prisoners and will enter at once upon his duties as designated in para- 
graphs I, II, and III, General Orders, No. 84, 1864. 

* * * * * * * 
By order : 
8S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


[NotTE.—The foregoing order was revoked by paragraph 40, Special 
Orders, No. 48, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, February 27, 
1865, for which see Series I, Vol. XLVII, Part II, p. 1284.] 


CHARLOTTE, February 14, 1865. 
General S. COOPER, Adjutant and Inspector General: 

It is very unsafe to let the 1,200 Federal officers remain here. The 
guard is small and no inclosure. Should any of them escape would 
endanger a very large amount of valuable stores. 

W. J. HOKE, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 
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(First indorsement.] 


Respectfully submitted to Honorable Secretary of War. 
é JOHN W. RIELY, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


(Second indorsement.] 
FEBRUARY 15, 1865, 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL: 
Communicate to General Bragg if Charlotte be within the limits of 
his command. [If not, inform General Lee. 
[JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Secretary of War. 


CIRCULAR. | HEADQUARTERS MILITARY PRISONS, 
Richmond, Va., February 14, 1865. 

I. By special agreement between the respective agents of exchange 
for the Confederate and United States all prisoners held in close con- 
finement are directed to be released from such confinement and placed 
on the same footing of other prisoners of war. 

II. Commandants of prisons are hereby directed to release from con- 
finement all prisoners of war thus held and forward them without 
delay to Richmond, Va. If there are no prisoners thus held the fact 
will be reported in writing immediately on the receipt of this order. 

III. Commandants of all prisons are directed to have made out rolls 
of all citizen prisoners, stating name, State, date of arrest, and cause of 
arrest, and forward without delay through these headquarters for the 
Bureau of Exchange. 

IV. Any information that can be given of Capt. Shad. Harris, of 
Tennessee, for whom the Federal authorities have particularly asked, 
will be stated. 


By order Brig. Gen. W. M. Gardner: 
J. LOUIS SMITH, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CoLumBIA, 8. C., February 14, 1865. 


Brig. Gen. W. M. GARDNER, Richmond, Va.: 

General Holmes telegraphs that he has no guards to give me; recom- 
mends Greensborough as location, and can feed prisoners with bread 
only. I am removing prisoners from Florence to Abbeville. I have 
enough South Carolina guards, and subsistence is easy there. Colum- 
bia prisoners go to Charlotte to-day. 

H. FORNO, 


Colonel, Commanding. 


CoLumMBIA, S. ©., February 14, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. W. M. GARDNER, Richmond, Va.: 
I have just learned that the enemy are near Kingsville, but shall do 
t to remove prisoners. 
cafe: E H. FORNO, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
15 R R—SERIES II, VOL VIII 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. PRISONS IN SOUTH CAROLINA, 
No. 32. } Oolumbia, 8S. C., February 14, 1865. 

I. Capt. William G. Barth, assistant adjutant-general, will proceed 
immediately to Abbeville, S. C., to make arrangements for the removal 
of 5,000 Federal prisoners and their guards to that point. He will 
select a suitable location for a prison near Cokesbury and make 
arrangements for the supply of the prisoners on their arrival there. 
Private William Rogers will accompany Captain Barth. The quarter- 
master’s department will furnish the transportation. 

By order of Col. H. Forno, commanding: 

WM. G. BARTH, 


Assistant Adjutant- General. 


WILMINGTON, February 14, 1865. 
General R. E. LEE, Petersburg: 
The prisoners should not be stationed here for any length of time. 
R. F. HOKE, 
Major-General. 


—_—_—_— 


City Point, VA., February 15, 1865—8.30 p. m. 
Hon. Epwin M. STANTON, Secretary of War: 

Will you please have Commodore Buchanan sent here for exchange? 
We will be able to release some of our sailors from Southern prisons 
with him. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


{Indorsement. ] 


FEBRUARY 16, 1865, 


Brevet Brigadier-General Hoffman will carry out General Grant’s 
request. 


H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


City Point, Va., February 15, 1865. 
Hon. Epwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 

The rebel agent of exchange says he understands that Campbell, 
Marr, and others are still in irons at Johnson’s Island. Will you please 
direct General Hoffman to furnish me a list of rebel prisoners who are 
still so confined, and under what orders, so that I may know whether 
such complaints are well founded? 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


[First indorsement. ] 


FEBRUARY 15, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to Brevet Brigadier-General Hoffman for report. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 
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[Second indorsement. ] 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. 0., February 18, 1865. 
Respectfully returned to Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, Chief of Staff. 
At the date of this telegram there were no prisoners in irons at 
Johnson’s Island. Last night a citizen prisoner, Thomas F. Berry, 
was placed in irons for stabbing Lieut. Harlin Morgan, a prisoner of 
war, who died of the wound. 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bvt. Brig. Gen., U. 8. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, D. C., February 15, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, City Point: 

GENERAL: Information has been received here from various sources 
that the proceeds of the 1,000 bales of cotton sent from Mobile are to 
be used to supply the rebel prisoners of war, now being exchanged, 
with new uniforms and blankets, so that they can return to the field 
fully clothed and supplied in the United States. By direction of the 
Secretary of War IJ inclose herewith a copy of a letter referring to a 
contract by the rebel General Beall in New York for 20,000 gray coats 
and pants and 20,000 blankets. The Secretary of War does not see 
how, under the agreement between yourself and Mr. Ould, this can be 
prevented, and directs me to refer the matter to you for your action or 
suggestions. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-Genera! and Ohief of Staff. 


[Inclosure. ] 


NEw York, February 10, 1865. 
Hon. CHARLES A. DANA, 
Assistant Secretary of War, Washington, D. C.: 

DEAR Sir: I am this morning informed that the rebel General 
Beall has contracted with one of our clothiers (John F. Martin) for 
20,000 gray coats and pants for the purpose of clothing the Confed- 
erate prisoners, and that he has also contracted for 20,000 blankets for 
sameuse. From the fact that these prisoners are soon to be exchanged, 
as I am informed, and that the clothing ordered is in every respect the 
Confederate uniform (save as to buttons), that they can be readily 
changed (gray satinets), will not this, if permitted, place 20,000 men in 
the Confederate ranks, uniformed and with blankets, ready for active 
service? I have felt it my duty to call the attention of the Govern- 
ment, through you, to the above facts, &c. an 

Julian A. Scott feels truly grateful to you for your kindness in aiding 
me in obtaining the medal, Sc. 


bi tata HENRY E, CLARK 


City PoInt, VA., February 15, 1865. 


Col. Joun E. MuLForD, Agent of Hachange: 
Your communication of date 14th instant, in relation to the exchange 
of a class of prisoners known as ‘‘merchant-service men,” is received. 
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The agreement with Judge Ould for the release and exchange of this 
class of prisoners upon the conditions provided by the cartel of July 22, 
1862, is approved, and you will carry out the same as speedily as prac- 
ticable. 
By command of Lieutenant-General Grant: 
T. 8S. BOWERS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


75 MURRAY STREET, New York, February 15, 1865. 
General L. C. HUNT, Present ; 

I have the honor to furnish the following list of prisons that I have 
sent supplies to, viz: Elmira, Point Lookout, Fort Delaware, Camp 
Chase, Camp Douglas, Camp Morton, and Rock Island. I have pre- 
viously asked that officers be sent to all prisons where there are no 
officers confined, and since I am sending to the several prisons in order 
I renew the application. I would also ask permission to station Brig. 
Gen. R. B. Vance, my assistant, in Baltimore, to supply to needy pris- 
oners who may arrive from time to time. Please inform me if I am 
expected to use revenue stamps on receipts and checks. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. N. R. BEALL, 
Brigadier-General, Provisional Army, O. &., 
Paroled Prisoner and Agent to Supply Prisoners of War. 


P. S.—Also have the honor to inclose two communications, one to 
commanding officer Fort Delaware, and one to commanding officer 
Elmira Depot, which please forward. 

Respectfully, &c., 
WM. N. R. BEALL, 
Brigadier-General, Provisional Army, C. 8. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., February 15, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. E. R. 8. Cansy, 


Commanding Department of the Gulf, New Orleans, La.: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that I have to-day, by 
direction of the Secretary of War, ordered the rebel officers named on 
the accompanying list* to be forwarded to Colonel Dwight, assistant 
agent for exchange at New Orleans. They have not heretofore been sent 
to you, because, as you will notice, the places of capture are not such as 
are covered by your cartel of July 28,1864. We have no Capt. Thomas 
Bartlette, but there is a Capt. T. J. Bartlett, captured in- Mississippi. 
He may be the person sought, and I therefore send him to you. We 
have no record of Edward Bisart nor T. L. Moore. There is a Capt. 
W. F. Moore, Price’s staff, captured in Arkansas July 22, 1863, and a 
Capt. Charles L. Moore, Company O, Fifteenth Arkansas, captured in 
Monroe County, Ark., February 2, 1864, at Johnson’s Island, neither of 
whom seem to be the officer called for. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. 8. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


“Omitted; embraced in Hoffman to Hill, next, post. 
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OFFICE en Cees OF PRISONERS, 
ashington, D. 0., February 15, 1865. 
Col. C. W. Hix, tes ti et 


Commanding Johnson’s Island, Sandusky, Ohio: 


COLONEL: By direction of the Secretary of War you will forward 
the following-named prisoners of war to New York, to be shipped 
thence to Col. C. OC. Dwight, assistant agent for exchange, Division 
of the Mississippi, at New Orleans, for exchange, viz: D. W. Shannon, 
lieutenant-colonel Fifth Texas Cavalry; J. A. Shepard, lieutenant, Fifth 
Texas Cavalry; F. P. Steck, captain, Third Confederate, 0. 8. Army, 
Company H; A. Ridley, major Third Arizona Regiment; H. H. Hall, 
captain, Third Arizona Regiment; J. M. Elkins, lieutenant, Third Ari- 
zona Regiment; J. A. Darby, lieutenant, Fifth Texas Cavalry; A. M. 
Lyles, lieutenant, Third Arizona Regiment; W. H. Mitchell, lieuten- 
ant, Third Arizona Regiment; Thomas J. Bartlett, captain, First Corps, 
Army of Mississippi in East Texas, inspector-general First Brigade, 
Second Division; H. G. Bruce, captain, Twentieth Texas, Company H; 
Henry M. Ellis, captain, Thirteenth Arkansas Infantry, Company H; 
E. M. Heath, first lieutenant, Twentieth Texas Cavalry; James McKill, 
captain, Eighth Missouri Infantry, Company E; P. H. Pruett, lieu- 
tenant, Tenth Arkansas, Company E; J. M. Wright, second lieutenant, 
Twentieth Texas, Company B. 

Place them in charge of a suitable guard and direct the commanding 
officer to deliver them to the commanding officer at Fort Columbus, 
after which he will report in person to Major-General Dix in New York, 
and he then will return with his guard to Johnson’s Island. Send 
duplicate parole-rolls with them, and observe the usual instructions in 
the transfer of prisoners for exchange. Should anyof theofficers named 
in the foregoing list have been sent from the island, their names will 
nevertheless be placed on the parole-rolls with appropriate remarks to 
show how they have been disposed of. If Captain Bartlett declines to 
be exchanged let him remain at the depot, and make a note on the 
rolls. The quartermaster’s department will furnish the necessary 
transportation. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bvt. Brig. Gen., U. 8S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


HEADQUARTERS U.S. FORGES, 
Camp Chase, near Columbus, Ohio, February 15, 1865. 


Bvt. Brig. Gen. WILLIAM HOFFMAN, 
Insp. and Com. Gen. of Prisoners, Washington City, D. C.: 

GENERAL: In reply to your dispatch, inquiring if there are any pris- 
oners of war on parole at this camp and by what authority, I have the 
honor to state that on the 31st day of October, 1864, I addressed a 
communication to the Commissary-General of Prisoners (a copy of 
which is hereto attached *) on the subject of employing prisoners of war 
as nurses, attendants, &c., at the prison hospital. From the indorse- 
ment of Brigadier-Geveral Wessells you will see that authority was 
given for their employment and the precautions against their escape 
left to my discretion. Under this all these men were placed on parole 
(a copy of which is herewith inclosedt) as the best method of preventing 
escape. There has been no violation of this parole by any of them up 


* See Vol. VII, this series, p. 1068. t Ibid., p. 1069. 
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to thistime. A list of the names is herewith inclosed. There are three 
commissioned officers on parole: Col. W. S. Hawkins, of Tennessee; 
Col. J. E. Josey, of Arkansas, and Capt. C. T. Smith, of Virginia. On 
the 12th of December, 1864, I received a communication from Brigadier- 
General Beall, C. S. Army, addressed to the Confederate prisoners of 
war at this camp (a copy of which I also inclose),* asking me to take 
the necessary steps to carry out the proposed arrangement. On the 
same day (December 12, 1864) I forwarded these papers to the Commis- 
sary-General of Prisoners, asking for instructions. The papers were 
returned with indorsement directing me to carry out arrangements 
entered into and approved by General Paine and inclosing a copy 
of General Orders, No. 3, dated December 16, 1864, from your office. 
Under these instructions I permitted the prisoners of war then at 
this post to select three officers, which resulted in the choice of those 
named. To perform their duties it was necessary that they should be 
permitted to visit all the prisoners and converse with them to ascertain 
their wants. The supplies when sent could not be received in prisons, 
I deeming it proper that they should be examined after being received 
by the Confederate agents before being distributed. In my opinion 
these duties could not be performed by them, nor safely permitted by 
us, unless these officers were placed upon parole. I therefore placed 
them upon special parole (a copy of which is inclosed), and forwarded 
a copy of the same to the Commissary-General of Prisoners December 
24, 1864, for his approval, with an explanatory letter, a copy of which 
is also inclosed.t 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. P. RICHARDSON, 
Colonel Twenty-fifth Ohio Volunteers, Commanding. 


RICHMOND, February 15, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. JOHN E. MULFORD, Assistant Agent of Hachange: 

Sir: I understand that Maj. J. Thompson has been in close confine- 
ment at Johnson’s Island. For what cause I do not know, as I have 
already delivered to you every prisoner of war who had been at any 
time in close confinement or in irons in the South excepting Capt. 
Shad. Harris, who will be delivered to you. I hope that Major Thomp- 
son will be speedily sent. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


RICHMOND, February 15, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. Jonn E. MULFORD, Assistant Agent of Exchange: 

Str: I am informed by returned prisoners from Point Lookout that 
Private Gorman, of Genera) Lee’s scouts, is confined with ball and 
chain at that place. Why is this done? It is not contested that he is 
a regular Confederate soldier. Cannot this sort of treatment of soldiers 
be permanently prevented? I will thank you to return this man under 
our agreement. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


ee 


*See Vol. VII, this series, p. 1207. t Ibid., p. 1267. 
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RICHMOND, February 15, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. Joun E. MULFoRD, Assistant Agent of Exchange: 


Sir: I understand from returned prisoners that Private Edwin Har-. 
ris, Seventh Louisiana, now a prisoner at Point Lookout, was in close 
confinement for some time at that place. Will you not deliver him 
under our agreement? 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Hachange. 


BALTIMORE, MD., February 15, 1865. 


Surg. J. Suwpson, U.S. Army, 
Medical Director, Baltimore, Md.: 

SurGxEow: I have the honor to report that in compliance with your 
instructions I examined the rebel prisoners who arrived this date 
from Elmira, N. Y.,and found nineteen of the number unable to pro- 
ceed farther on their journey. They were sent to hospital—eighteen to 
West’s Buildings and one, a case of smallpox, to the Marine Hospital. 
Three died en route from Elmira to this city in consequence of chronic 
diarrhea. Their bodies were sent to National Hospital for burial. 
The deaths of these men soon after leaving hospital and the condition 
of the men retained here would suggest that there was not a proper 
medical inspection made of these troops before leaving camp. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY PALMER, 
Surg., U. 8. Vols., Actg. Medical Inspector, Highth Army Corps. 


[First indorsement.] 


MEDICAL DEPARTMENT, EIGHTH ARMY CORPS, 
Baltimore, February 18, 1865. 


Respectfully forwarded to the Commissary-General of Prisoners. 

The inspection made by Surgeon Palmer was by my order (a copy 
of which is inclosed), and -was suggested by the report of the com- 
manding officer of the detachment that he had a large number of pris- 
oners who were unable to travel. The surgeon in charge of the West 
Hospital has been instructed to take up on his rolls the names of the 
men admitted to hospital and state the circumstances under which they 
were received. Proper care does not appear to have been exercised by 
the medical officer at Elmira in the examination of the prisoners for 
transfer, for it is not possible that so short a journey could have 
Lcought about the condition in which these sick were found on their 


arrival at this point. 
J. SIMPSON, 
Surgeon, U. S. Army, Medical Director. 


[Inclosure. } 


MEDICAL DIRECTOR’S OFFICE, 
MIDDLE DEPARTMENT, EIGHTH ARMY CORPS, 
Baltimore, Md., February 15, 1865. 


Surg. HENRY PALMER, U.S. Volunteers: 

Srr: You will proceed to Bolton Station to superintend the removal 
of eighty rebel prisoners reported by the officer in charge as just 
having arrived from Elmira, N. Y., and said to be unable te travel. 
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You will make a careful examination of these men, and such of them 
as are, in your opinion, toa ill to accomplish the journey to City Point 
you will send to the West Buildings Hospital, and make a full report 
to this office. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


J. SIMPSON, 
Surgeon, U. S. Army, Medical Director. 


[Second indorsement. ] 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., February 20, 1865. 


Respectfully referred to Col. B. F. Tracy for report. 

The instructions from this office directing that invalids who were 
well enough to bear the journey should be forwarded does not appear 
to have been obeyed. 

By order of Bvt. Brig. Gen. W. Hoffman, Commissary-General of 
Prisoners: 

W. T. HARTZ, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[Third indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPOT PRISONERS OF WAR, 
Elmira, N. Y., February 25, 1865. 


Respectfully returned to the Commissary-General of Prisoners with 
the following extracts from the report of Lieutenant-Colonel Trotter, in 
charge of the detachment, as to transportation: 

The train left Elmira at 5 p. m. February 13 and reached Baltimore, via Northern 
Central Railroad, at 10 a, m, February 15, after many delays. During the night of 
February 14 neither water nor lights were provided for any car upon the train, as 
required by the terms of the contract, and three of the prisoners died from the con- 
tinued exposure. The train consisted of seventeen cars, with only one brakeman 
for the entire number, to which ten or more cattle cars were added when the train 
left Williamsport. * * * JI would beg leave to call attention to the indifference 
of the officials of the Northern Central Railroad, who paid not the least attention to 
repeated applications for lights for the cars, which I was finally compelled to pur- 
chase myself. Neither did they supply any water or fuel after the train left 

* cs * 


Elmira. 

The surgeon was strictly charged to send no one unable to endure 
the journey. It requires a pretty strong man, however, to endure a 
railroad journey of forty-one hours during such weather as prevailed at 
the time this party of prisoners was forwarded. 

B. F. TRACY, 
Colonel 127th U. 8. Colored Troops, Commanding Depot. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
OFFICE ASSISTANT AGENT OF EXCHANGE, 
Shreveport, La., February 15, 1865. 
Col. CHARLES ©, DwiGut, 
Commissioner of Exchange, Mil. Div. of West Mississippi: 
CoLONEL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
several communications by telegraph and other sources. I should have 
replied immediately, but that I wished in my answer to be able to 
appoint a day for our next exchange, which, if agreeable to you, shall 
be on the 24th instant and at our usual rendezvous, Red River Landing. 
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I am gratified to learn that the U.S. authorities have consented to 
release Admiral Buchanan, and I shall take pleasure in bringing with 
me the U.S. naval prisoners now under my control. I shall at the 
same time be prepared to deliver to you the equivalent for Confederate 
officers recently delivered at Fort De Russy, and in addition will bring 
with me a number of U. S. prisoners ample for all such exchanges as 
are contemplated in your dispatch of January 29. 

I beg to inclose you copies of several communications recently 
received and have to regret that a majority of them relate to the cruel 
treatment of Confederate prisoners.* 

I have the honor to inclose you communications from Lieutenant- 
General Buckner to Major-General Canby, commanding, &c.* 

Your recent communications contain nothing further in relation to 
the exchange of Generals Marmaduke and Cabell. I nevertheless in- 
dulge the hope that the efforts of Major-General Canby to secure their 
delivery may prove successful, and that you will be prepared at an 
early day to announce the readiness of the United States Government 
to effect their exchange. I shall also bring with me fifty bales of cot- 
ton furnished by Confederate Government, the proceeds of which I beg 
may be applied to the purpose of alleviating the physical discomforts 
of such prisoners from the State of Louisiana as may now be held by 
the U.S. authorities. 

With the hope of meeting you on the day fixed and being, with your 
co-operation, able to add to the well being of both Confederate and U.S. 
prisoners, 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
IG. SZYMANSKI, 
Assistant Agent of Exchange, Trans-Mississippi Department. 


RICHMOND, February 15, 1865. 


Brig. Gen. W. M. GARDNER, 
Acting Commissary-General of Prisoners: 

Ste: If not incompatible with military interests I will thank you to 
have forwarded to Richmond for delivery the following Federal pris- 
oners, to wit: Col. W. H. Noble, at Macon, Ga.; Private John O'Neil, 
Maryland regiment, at Salisbury; Mr. Moore (sutler’s clerk, I think), 
at Salisbury; Capt. C. B. Amory, Columbia; Lieut. H. V. Weyde, Dan- 
ville; Lieutenant Waldron, Danville; Captain McChesney, Second New 
York Rifles, Richland Jail, S.C. 


Respectfull our obedient servant 
. a RO. OULD, 


Agent of Havhange. 


Brigadier-General Brandon, relative to the militia captured in Vicks- 
burg, their detention in parole camp, exchange, Wc. 


[Indorsement. ] 


FEBRUARY 15, 1865. 


Returned. Although an order requiring these men to report at 
parole camp has been in existence for a year and a half, very few have 
done so. They are not in service simply because they do not want to 


*Not found as inclosures and not otherwise identified. 
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be. If they had reported at any parole camp they would have been 
declared exchanged long since. I hope I am not uncharitable in stat- 
ing that they know that fact very well. If they can be made to report 
at any parole camp, leaving their name, I can embrace them in my 
next declaration of exchange. The military authorities must of course 
judge as to the propriety of the furlough. Will they come back after 
furlough upon a notification of their exchange? If not, we waste the 
f their equivalents. 
Mo sal G ? [RO. OULD, 


Agent of Euchange.| 


CHARLOTTE, February 15, 1865. 
General B. T. JOHNSON: 
The prisoners have just arrived. Guard broke down. If possible, 
permit your men to remain until morning. 
W. J. HOKE, 


Colonel, &e. 


[Indorsement. ] 


Answer: You can keep them, but return them in the morning. 


FLORENCE, February 15, 1865. 
Capt. G. W. Boot, Assistant Adjutant-General : 

I have been ordered by Colonel Forno, at Columbia, to move the pris- 
oners to that point. No trains can pass through Kingsville unless they 
go to-day. This is impossible. Shall I ship them to North Carolina? 

J. F. IVERSON, 
LTieutenant-Colonel, &c. 


[Indorsement.] 


FEBRUARY 16, 1865. 
Obey Colonel Forno’s orders. He is in charge in South Carolina. 
G. W. BOOTH. 


City PoInt, VA., February 16, 1865—10.30 p.m. 
Maj. Gen. E. A. HITOHCOCK: 

I see it stated in the papers that where some prisoners in the West 
were paraded to be sent forward for exchange, those who preferred 
Northern prisons to a return to the rebel service were invited to step to 
the front. I think this wrong. Those who do not wish to go back 
are the ones whom it is most desirable to exchange. If they do not 
wish to serve in the rebel army they can return to us after exchange 
and avoid it. 

U. S. GRANT, 
LTieutenant- General. 
{Indorsement.] 


Referred to General Halleck for report. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION AND CONFEDERATE. 235 


City Pornt, Va., February 16, 1865. 
Major-General HALLECK, Washington: 


Our prisoners in the South will probably be delivered to us as fast 
as they can be got through without reference to the number received 
from us. To expedite this delivery I have authorized those west of 
the Mississippi to be delivered at any point on the river, those in the 
Southwest at Mobile, and those in North Carolina at Wilmington or 
Richmond. Their equivalents will be delivered on the James River. 
Please notify Canby and Schofield of this and direct them to receive 
all prisoners delivered to them. Canby had better send all that are 
delivered on the Mississippi to Benton Barracks to be paid and fur- 
loughed. Those received at Mobile can be sent either there or to 
Annapolis, according to the direction transports may be taking at the 
time of their delivery. Schofield of course will send all he receives to 


Annapolis. 
U.S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, February 16, 1865. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, Fort Fisher, N. C.: 

GENERAL: Lieutenant-General Grant directs that you will receive 
all Union prisoners delivered to you for exchange and send them to 
Annapolis, Md. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLEOK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


[FEBRUARY 16, 1865.—For Grant to Thomas, relating to exchange of 
prisoners, see Series I, Vol. XLIX, Part I, p. 725.] 


City Point, February 16, 1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel MULFORD: 

In arranging to receive prisoners at Wilmington, agree to receive 
none there but those who are physically able to bear a sea voyage on 
ordinary transports. All the sick and disabled should be brought to 
the James River for delivery. 

U. S. GRANT, 


Lieutenant- General. 


75 MURRAY STREET, New York, February 16, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. E. Patnz, U.S. Volunteers, Present: 

GENERAL: On yesterday I made application to General Hunt for 
authority to station my assistant, Brig. Gen. R. B. Vance, at Baltimore, 
Md.. to issue supplies to needy prisoners who from time to time arrive 
there. As the general gave me no direct authority, will you please 
reply to the communication? I send all communications that have 
come for you and been turned over to me for my information. 


I am, respectfull our obedient servant 
area aa WM. N. R. BEALL, 


Brigadier-General, Provisional Army, C. 8., 
Paroled Prisoner and Agent to Supply Prisoners of War. 
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City Pont, VA., February 16, 1865. 
General R. E. LEE, Commanding C. 8S. Army: 

Inclosed I send you communication from W. N. R. Beall, relating to 
James Monunehause, with indorsements thereon, and an extract from 
the Richmond Examiner, dated December 8, 1864, containing statement 
of the capture of thirty-seven Union citizens and their commitment to 
Castle Thunder, to be held as hostages for the good treatment and 
return of Confederate citizens alleged to have been captured by us.* 
Previous to the receipt of the inclosed communication and before my 
attention was called to the extract from the Richmond Examiner, I 
directed the release of all persons held by military autherity within 
the Department of Virginia and North Carolina against whom sufficient 
evidence could not be found to convict them of the offense with which 
they stand charged, and also such as were imprisoned without proper 
charges, if any such there were. Similar orders were intended to be 
given throughout the entire military command of the United States, 
but before such orders are now given I desire information as to the 
truth of the statement of the Richmond Examiner, before referred to, 
and, if true, the names of the persons held by us for whom they were 
seized and held as hostages, and when and where captured, that their 
cases may be inquired into and the proper action had as to each. I 
would respectfully propose the release and exchange of all citizen pris- 
oners now held by military authority, except those under charges of 
being spies or under conviction for offenses under the laws of war on 
both sides. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


[FEBRUARY 16, 1865.—For Gillmore to commanding general Confed- 
erate forces, Department of South Carolina, &c., proposing an exchange 
of officers and men, see Series I, Vol. XLVII, Part II, p. 452.) 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., February 16, 1865. 
Maj. H. A. ALLEN, 
Commanding Fort Warren, Boston Harbor: 

Send Commodore Buchanan on parole for exchange to City Point via 
Baltimore. Send an officer with him, who will report their arrival. at 
City Point to Lieutenant-General Grant. They will not delay by the 
way, and Commodore Buchanan will not communicate with any person. 


Reply. 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. 0., February 16, 1865. 
Col. C. W. H1L1, 


Commanding Johnson’s Island, Sandusky, Ohio: 
Are there any rebel prisoners in irons at Johnson’s Island? If so, 
give their names and the orders for such confinement. 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


*Inclosures not found. 
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OFFICE eae Une OF PRISONERS, 
ashington, D. O., February 16, 1865. 
Col. C. W. Hit1, heli on 


Commanding Johnson’s Island, Sandusky, Ohio : 


Prepare parole-rolls for exchange of all prisoners of war who wish 
to be exchanged in parties of 100, in proportion to grades. Generals 
will not be included. Those who have been longest in confinement will 
be first exchanged. Reply. 

W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPOT PRISONERS OF WAR, 
Elmira, N. Y., February 16, 1865. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. WILLIAM HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners : 


GENERAL: Your telegram of this date directing rolls to be prepared 
of all who desire to be exchanged and to report the number who do not 
desire to be exchanged is received. The number who do not wish to be 
exchanged will depend very much upon the treatment those who refuse 
are to receive after the exchange is perfected. If they could have 
assurances of release or greater liberty than is now extended to them 
I think one-half of this camp would refuse to be exchanged, but if they 
are to choose between being exchanged or confinement in prison for 
an indefinite period, I think very few will decline to be exchanged. 
Under the impression that there is no prospect of an early release many 
who have made application to take the oath now desire to be exchanged. 
This I have refused to allow, believing that a man should stand by his 
application. Am Iright? If the Government is desirous that prison- 
ers should refuse to be exchanged an influence could be started in camp 
which I have no doubt would induce many to refuse an exchange. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Price, a rebel officer, now here, will not himself be 
exchanged, and although I cannot speak with equal confidence as to 
Major Printup, I think he will also refuse; at least he has no confidence 
in the success of the rebellion and is in favor of peace and reunion. If 
it is deemed advisable I am confident that one or both of these officers 
could be used to advantage in this camp to prevent exchange. 

I advise nothing; I simply make these suggestions for your consid- 
eration. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. F. TRACY, 
Colonel, Commanding Depot Prisoners of War. 


[Indorsement. ] 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. O., February 20, 1865. 
The within papers are respectfully submitted for the information of 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, Chief of Stati, and for such action a8 may 


be deemed expedient. : : 
Unless otherwise ordered Colonel Tracy will be instructed to detain 


isoners of war who desire to be exchanged. 
1 W. HOFFMAN, 


But. Brig. Gen., U. 8S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 
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OFFICE Asst. AGENT FOR EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS, 
FLAG-OF-TRUCE STEAMER NEW YORK, 
Varina, Va., February 16, 1865. 
Hon. RoBERT OULD, Agent of Exchange, Richmond, Va. : 

Siz: In reference to your letter of [11th] instant, addressed to Lieu- 
tenant-General Grant, proposing to deliver without delay, by way of 
James River, Wilmington, or other convenient points, the Federal pris- 
oners in your hands, provided an assurance was given that an equal 
number of Confederate prisoners would be delivered within a reasonable 
time, I am authorized by the lieutenant-general commanding Armies 
of the United States to accept your proposition, and give the assurance 
required. You can make your deliveries by way of James River, Wil- 
mington, Mobile, the mouth of Red River, or some other point to be 
agreed upon on the Mississippi River. The prisoners can be delivered 
to officers in command of U.S. forces at the points indicated. Our 
deliveries will be made in James River at the rate of from 3,000 to 5,000 
per week. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. E. MULFORD, 
Tieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Agent for Exchange. 


NASHVILLE, February 16, 1865—4.50 p.m. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT: 

General Forrest, through General Wilson, says that he is willing and 
anxious to have us send clothing to our prisoners confined in Missis- 
sippi and Alabama.* He represents them as suffering, and guarantees 
safe transmittal and delivery of everything sent tothem. They number 
about 7,000. He wishes also to make an exchange of prisoners now in 
their hands, or who may hereafter be taken. Is also desirous of allow- 
ing the people to send their cotton within our lines and take out nothing 
but necessaries of life. 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Major-General. 


[FEBRUARY 16, 1865.—For Whipple to Wilson in relation to exchange 
of prisoners, supplying clothing for same, &c., see Series I, Vol. XLIX, 
Part I, p. 727.] 


RALEIGH, February 16, 1865. 
General S. CooPER, Adjutant and Inspector General: 
The first installment of prisoners expected here to night. Their guard 
ordered to return. I have no troops here to guard them. 
T. H. HOLMES, 
LTieutenant- General. 


RICHMOND, February 16, 1865. 
ComDT. OF PRISONS AT FLORENCE, CHARLOTTE, AND SALISBURY: 
A general exchange of prisoners has been agreed upon, and the 


entire exchange will be effected in as short a time as possible. The 
information can be given the prisoners. 


S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


*See Series I, Vol. XLIX, Part I, pp. 710, 711. 
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RICHMOND, February 16, 1865. 
Hon. 8S. R. MALLORY, Secretary of the Navy: 


Sir: The steamers Allison and Schultz, now engaged almost daily in 
the transportation of prisoners, are short of coal. It is of course 
very important that no impediment should exist in either sending off 
or receiving prisoners. I understand the parties owning the steamers 
have used every effort to supply themselves with coal, but without 
success. I will be very much obliged if you will direct Mr. Parker to 
furnish such a supply as will enable these steamers to discharge flag- 
of-truce duty. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant. 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Hachange. 


BUREAU OF EXCHANGE, February 16, 1865. 
Maj. T. P. TURNER, Commanding, &c. : 

Masor: I will thank you to have all the paroled men who are in 
prison quarters and 200 of the strongest convalescents from hospital 
put aboard the Allison by 8 a. m. to-morrow. 

Put the remaining hospital patients aboard the Schultz by 9 a. m. 
Send the nine or more officers received from Danville yesterday on the 
Allison. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. HATCH, 
Assistant Agent of Exchange. 
[First indorsement. ] 
FEBRUARY 16, 1865. 
Surgeon SEMPLE: 


Please let me know if you can carry out the first part of the within, 
or at least to what extent, and do so as far a8 youcan. Return this 


paper. 
THOS. P. TURNER, 
Major é&e. 
[Second indorsement. ] 
GENERAL HOSPITAL No. 21. 
Richmond, Va., February 16, 1865. 
Respectfully returned. 


The order can be carried out in relation to sick and wounded. 
G. WM. SEMPLE, 


Surgeon in Charge. 


—_—— 


RICHMOND, February 16, 1865. 
General B. T. JOHNSON: 


Florence prisoners will be sent to Salisbury—7,000. 
ay ‘ W. M. GARDNER, 


Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, February 17, 1865. 


Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 
Srr: In accordance with your directions I respectfully report: 
First. It is contrary to the usages of war to force a prisoner of war to 
return to the enemy’s ranks. If he declines to return, he is, in regard 
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to his own Government, a deserter, and desertion from an enemy is 
always to be encouraged. : 

Second. The President’s proclamation encourages rebel soldiers to 
leave their ranks and resume their allegiance to the United States. 
To compel prisoners of war who are willing to abandon the rebel 
cause and take the oath of allegiance to return to the rebel ranks 
would not only be a violation of the usages of war, but an abandonment 
of the policy of the President’s proclamation. 

Third. The enemy has no claim whatever upon us to return such of 
his men as voluntarily choose to remain with us. 

Fourth. No rebel prisoner has during this war been returned to the 
enemy against his will. To force such to return now would expose 
them to punishment by their own authorities for having offered to 
desert their cause. 

Fifth. Most of the prisoners who have expressed an unwillingness to 
be exchanged are from Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, Arkansas, and 
Louisiana, States now in or about to return to the Union. To force 
back into the rebel ranks such of their citizens as wish to be loyal 
would be unjust to these States as well as to the individuals themselves, 
I think that on a full consideration of this matter General Grant would 
be disposed to change his recommendation. It is much cheaper to feed 
an enemy in prison than to fight him in the field. 

Very respectfully, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES, 
City Point, February 17, 1865. 
The within official copies of papers on the subject of shipping Con- 
federate cotton at Mobile are respectfully furnished for the information 
of Judge Robert Ould, agent of exchange, C. S. A.* 
U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 
[First indorsement.] 
FEBRUARY 23, 1865. 
i Respectfully referred to Honorable Secretary of War through Colonel 
ayne. 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 
[Second indorsement. ] 
FEBRUARY 27, 1865, 
Respectfully forwarded to the Secretary of War. 
- The cotton was promptly provided by N. Harleston Brown. The 
inclosed letter of General Maury explains any delay in sending it out. 


*See Granger to Maury, December 7, 1864, Vol. VII, p. 1200; Maury to Granger, 
December 12, 1864, Ibid., p. 1217; Maury to Commanding Officer U. S. Naval Forces, 
December 19, 1864, Ibid., p. 1247; Maury to Granger, December 22, 1864, Ibid., 
p. 1261; Special Orders, No. 61, District of West Florida and South Alabama, Decem- 
ber 24, 1864, Ibid., p. 1265; Granger to Maury, December 25, 1864, Ibid., p. 1271; 
Jenkins to Maury, December 26, 1864, Jbid., p. 1276; Noyes to Montgomery 
January 5, 1865, p. 27; Noyes to Montgomery, January 13, 1805, p. 67; Maury 
to Cooper, January 15, 1865, p. 77; Noyes to Montgomery, January 16, 1865, Pp. 82; 
Halleck to Canby, January 16, 1865, p. 79; Granger to Christensen, January 25 
1865, p. 128, anie. ; 
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To insure promptness the orders to General Maury were telegraphed by 
the Secretary of War immediately after the agreement was made with 
General Grant. 
THOMAS L. BAYNE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
‘ Washington, D. C., February 17, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, City Point: 

GENERAL: I am directed by the Secretary of War to forward to you 
the inclosed letter of General Beall, and to say that General Vance has 
been released on parole to assist General Beall, and also that three 
officers have been sent to the prison depots as agreed upon. It will be 
seen from this letter that all the proceeds of the rebel cotton are 
devoted to supplying the rebel prisoners with new clothing, shoes, and 
blankets. Not a cent is expended for provisions. The result is that 
we feed their prisoners and permit the rebel Government to send cotton 
within our lines, free of all charge, to purchase and carry back the 
means of fitting out their own men for the field. Under these circum- 
stances the Secretary of War is not disposed to sanction the admission 
of any more cotton on the same terms. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


[Inclosure. ] 


New York City, February 10, 1865. 
Honorable SECRETARY OF WAR, Richmond, Va.: 

I have the honor to report that 830 of the 1,000 bales of cotton which 
were to be sent to this city, sold, and the proceeds to be expended to 
supply prisoners [of| war, under the late agreement made between Gen- 
eral Grant and Col. R. Ould, arrived hereon the 24th of January. The 
remaining 170 bales, on account of the incapacity of the vessel, the U. 
S. transport Atlanta, to bring them, were left with the U. S. quarter- 
master at Fort Morgan, Ala., and are daily looked for. The cotton 
reached this place in very bad condition and the bill of lading shows 
that it was received in this condition. It bad all to be repicked and 
rebaled and was sold at public auction on the 8th; averaged 82,45 
cents per pound, which is considered by the best judges to have been a 
remarkably good sale. The long delay in the arrival of the cotton has 
caused it to bring far less than was expected at the time of the agree- 
ment. The waste in transporting the cotton, which was in a very bad 
condition, was considerable. The proceeds of the cotton will furnish 
but a small portion of the actual wants of the prisoners, and some 
arrangement should at once be made to send an additional quantity of 
cotton under the agreement, and I would respectfully suggest that it 
be sent from a convenient point, and that the delay be as little as pos- 
sible. I have purchased 16,983 blankets, 16,216 jackets and coats, 
19,888 pair of pants, 19,000 overshirts, 5,948 pair of drawers, 10,140 
pair of socks, 17,000 pair of shoes, and have since the 4th instant been 
sending the supplies to the different prisons daily. I take pleasure in 
stating that the U.S. officers in Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and 
this city have treated re with courtesy and given every facility in their 
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power to enable me to carry out the arrangement. I visited those 
cities for the purpose of examining the market and to make purchases. 
A few days since a large number of packages, principally tobacco, 
arrived via flag of truce for the prisoners and are being sent forward 
as fast as possible. My assistant adjutant-general, Capt. Beall Hemp- 
stead, who is a prisoner of war at Johnson’s Island, could be of great 
assistance to me, and I respectfully ask that an arrangement be made 
that will permit his being paroled and permitted to join me at this 
lace. 
: I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. N. R. BEALL, 
Brigadier-General, Provisional Army, C. S., 
Paroled Prisoner and Agent to Supply Prisoners of War. 


City Point, VA., February 17, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, Ohief of Staff: 
lam told that prisoners coming from the North to be exchanged 
inquire particularly about the privileges extended to deserters under 
the provisions of Special Orders, No. 3, of January 4, 1865, from these 
headquarters. Would it not be well to have the order circulated at all 
the prison camps? 
U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 
[First indorsement.]} 
FEBRUARY 18, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to the Adjutant-General to issue the order. 
‘ H. W. HALLEOK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


(Second indorsement.] 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, February 27, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to the Commissary-General of Prisoners, with 
fifty copies of Special Orders, No. 3,* to carry out the wishes of the 
General-in-Chief. 
K. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


: City PoInt, VA., February 17, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. W. HOFFMAN: 

Please forward as soon as possible all rebel prisoners who are or have 
been in close confinement or in irons for special exchange for the same 
class of prisoners in the South. 


U. S. GRANT, 
Thieutenant- General. 


WASHINGTON Ci1Ty, D. C., February 17, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. E. R. S. CANBY, Commanding, New Orleans, La.: 


‘ Srp: The inclosed papers, with your indorsement of 21st ultimo,t have 
just reached me from Fort Monroe, to which point they had been 


*See Series I, Vol, XLVI, Part II, p. 828. t See p. 109, 
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addressed. The Secretary of War desires that the arrangements for 
exchange within your command, which had been agreed upon but were 
interrupted by order from Lieutenant-General Grant or from the Depart- 
ment itself, be carried out under your direction, care being taken that 
more men shall not be delivered by us than shall be received. I take 
this occasion to remark that, so far as I am informed, the interruption 
above referred to resulted from a suggestion or an expressed wish on 
the part of Major-General Butler, who desired to have the exclusive 
control of the subject of exchange, with which, as he alleged, the action 
of other officers, not acting under his immediate orders, interfered. The 
Executive, with a view of allowing General Butler the fullest trial of 
his ability in the matter of exchanges, conceded everything to his wishes, 
But with all the power that was given to him he was unable to accom- 
plish any desirable results, the rebel authorities persistently refusing to 
hold any communication with him, and the only business that has been 
done on the subject of exchanges, apparently by General Butler, was 
accomplished through Lieutenant-Colonel Mulford, with whom Mr. Ould, 
the rebel commissioner, was willing to correspond. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Maj. Gen. of Vols., Commissioner for Exchange of Prisoners. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., February 17, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. A. SCHOEPF, Commanding Fort Delaware, Del.: 

GENERAL: Arrangements have been made for a general exchange 
of prisoners, and those now at Fort Delaware will be forwarded to City 
Point from time to time as transportation can be provided. None will 
be included who do not wish to be exchanged, and none against whom 
there are any special charges or who are held as guerrillas unless 
specially ordered. 

Please observe the instructions heretofore given in reference to for- 
warding prisoners for exchange. The transportation will be furnished 
by orders from the Quartermaster-General’s Office. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. 8S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


HEADQUARTERS FoRT WARREN, 
Boston Harbor, February 17, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM HOFFMAN, r 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. C.: 
Siz: Commodore Buchanan is not imprisoned at this post. 


V ectfull our obedient servant 
Tare ee ’ H. A. ALLEN, 


Major, Second U. 8. Artillery, Commanding Post. 


FEBRUARY 17, 1865.—For Whipple to Wilson and Thomas to For- 
mit relative to exchange of prisoners, see Series I, Vol. XLIX, Part I, 


pp. 735, 736. ] 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND, 
Nashville, Tenn., February 17, 1865. 
Col. J. G. PARKHURST, 
Provost-Marshal- General, Department of the Cumberland : 

CoLoNEL: Inclosed I send you certain papers by which you will see 
that Generals Forrest and Roddey propose an exchange of prisoners; 
also a copy of a telegram from Lieutenant-General Grant authorizing 
such exchange, but leaving the arrangements still to be perfected.* 
The major-general commanding directs that you proceed to Eastport 
or Gravelly Springs, communicate with General Forrest by flag of 
truce, and make such arrangements as you can for this exchange, 
keeping in view the wishes of this department as expressed in the 
telegram of the lieutenant-general. 

Regarding the permission for people to bring their cotton within our 
lines and take out the necessaries of life, that matter will be left to the 
Treasury Department. You will also ascertain whether it is practi- 
cable to effect an exchange of Roddey’s men as he desires. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. D. WHIPPLE, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAP DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., February 17, 1865. 


Lieutenant-General HoLMES, Raleigh, N. C.: 


A general exchange of prisoners is agreed on. All will be delivered 
in fifteen days. So inform them. 
J. A. CAMPBELL 


Assistant Secretary of War. 


RICHMOND, February 17, 1865. 
General J. A. WALKER, Clover Depot: 
Forward the prisoners arriving at Danville from Raleigh to Richmond 
for exchange. 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 


RICHMOND, February 17, 1865. 
General T. H. HOLMES, Raleigh, N. C.: 
Dispatch of 16th received. The guards ordered back are required for 
the prisoners. You must send the prisoners to Danville for exchange. 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 


CHARLOTTE, February 17, 1865. 
Major-General HoKE, Wilmington: 

Please telegraph and urge forward the removal of prisoners from 
Florence, 8. C. I will come on to act as soon as possible. I hope to 
meet prisoners in Wilmington. Do all you can to secure necessary 
transportation. 

HENRY FORNO, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 


*See Series I, Vol. XLIX, Part I, p. 725. 
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CHARLOTTE, February 17, 1865. 
COMMANDING OFFICER MILITARY PRISON: 


Has any of the prisoners from Florence arrived? Please answer. 
H. FORNO, 
Colonel, &c. 


[Indorsement.] 


Captain BoornH: 


CapTain: I have just received this. Will you answer it, or shall 1? 
JOHN H. GEE, 
Major, &e. 


GOLDSBOROUGH, February 17, 1865. 
Major PARKER: 
Please inform me what disposition shall be made of the prisoners 
coming on to-day. I have no troops here to guard them. 
Respectfully, 
L. S. BAKER, 
Brigadier-General. 


WILMINGTON, February 17, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. L. 8S. BAKER, Goldsborough: 


I have no information of intention to locate prisoners in your district. 
FRANOIS 8. PARKER, 
Aide-de-Camp. 


SALISBURY, N. C., February 17, 1865, 
General S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General OC. S. Army: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt at Charlotte 
on the 14th instant of letter of instructions of February 10, from Coi. 
R. H. Chilton, inclosing a communication from His Excellency the Gov- 
ernor of North Carolina to the Honorable Secretary of War, in regard 
to the suffering condition of the Federal prisoners at this post, and 
directing me to make an immediate inspection of the prison and full 
report of the subject. I have the honor to state that acting under my 
previous general instructions of December 5, 1864, and January 19, 
1865, I included the condition of the military prison and treatment of 
the prisoners of war there confined in the general inspection of the 
post, in which I was engaged from the 1st to the 10th of February, 
and the results of my observations would have been immediately for- 
warded to the Department but for the fact that the post commander, 
Brig. Gen. Bradley T. Johnson, happened to be absent from the post 
during the whole time of my inspection, and I deemed it not less in 
accordance with the spirit of my instructions than the dictates of mili- 
tary propriety to withhold my report until I should have an oppor- 
tunity of conferring with him upon the subject and of ascertaining 
how far it might be in his power to remedy the evils found to exist. 
Pending his return I was engaged in an inspection of the post of Char- 
lotte, but immediately upon the receipt of Colonel Chilton’s letter 
returned to this place, and on the 16th instant made a second inspec- 
tion of the prison in company with General Johnson. The results of 
my two visits of inspection are respectfully submitted as follows: 

I made three visits of inspection to the prison—January 31, in com- 
pany with Maj. Mason Morfit, prison quartermaster; February 1, in 
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company with Maj. J. H. Gee, prison commandant, and the medical 
oniet of the eres and again, as already stated, on the 16th of Feb- 
ruary, with General B. T. Johnson. On the two occasions first named 
the weather was particularly pleasant and I saw the prison under the 
most favorable circumstances. On the 16th of February, immediately 
after a fall of snow and sleet, I saw it again, probably in its worst 
aspect. In my report I have endeavored carefully to distinguish 
between those causes of suffering which are unavoidable, and for the 
existence of which, therefore, the Government and its officers cannot 
be. held responsible, and such abuses as, in my opinion, are justly 
chargeable to the neglect or inefficiency of the prison management. 

I. Location and plan of the prison.—The location of the prison [regard 
as an unfortunate one, though I presume this with the Government at 
the time was a matter not of choice but of necessity. That it was 
already used as a prison for civilians and military convicts should have 
been an argument against its selection, not in its favor, unless it had 
been at the same time determined to remove the former classes of pris- 
oners. The general plan of the prison may be seen from the diagram 
accompanying thisreport. The area inclosed and constituting the main 
prison yard is about eleven acres. I do not think, especially with the 
present number of prisoners (5,476 of all classes), that there can be any 
reasonable ground of complaint on the score of want of room. Water 
is obtained from nine wells within the inclosure and from the creek, 
one mile and a half distant, to which the prisoners are allowed to go, a 
certain number at a time, under guard, with buckets and barrels. The 
supply obtained from all these sources, however, is not more than sufii- 
cient for cooking and drinking purposes. The want of arunning stream 
within the prison inclosure, for the purposes of washing and general 
sewerage, is therefore a serious objection. The proximity of the prison 
to the railroad affords every necessary facility for obtaining an adequate 
supply of fuel, which can be deposited in any quantity needed within 
less than 100 yards of the prison, and unloaded and transported by the 
labor of the prisoners themselves. A memorandum statement ot Major 
Morfit, prison quartermaster, accompanying this report, shows the 
amount of fuel received, issued, and due the prisoners from January 1 
to February 15, 1865. That they have not received the full amount due 
them during a season of more than ordinary inclemency I think is 
chargeable more probably to want of energy on the part of the post 
quartermaster, Capt. J. M. Goodman, than to any other cause. Both 
Major Gee and Major Morfit profess to consider the actual supply suffi- 
cient, but in this I think they are mistaken. The fact cited by Major 
Gee that the prison sutler buys all his fuel from the prisoners proves 
nothing, no more than their willingness to part with their newly- 
received supplies of clothing, a practice to check which General John- 
son has been obliged to publish a stringent order forbidding citizens or 
soldiers from purchasing, proves that they are not in want of clothes. 

The most serious objection to this choice of a site for a prison is, how- 
ever, the character of the soil, which is a stiff, tenacious red clay, diffi- 
cult of drainage and which remains wet for a long time, and after arain 
or snow becomes a perfect bog. The system of drainage contemplates 
the double object of carrying off the surface water and cleansing the 
sinks, but cannot be said to be particularly successful in either point of 
view. In warm weather or in a season of drought the sinks would not 
fail to prove a source of great annoyance, and possibly of pestilence, 
not only in the prison, but in the town of Salisbury. 

IT, The prison commissariat.—Among the papers accompanying this 
report will be found a statement of the number of rations issued from 
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February 1 to February 15, 1865, showing the component parts of the 
ration and the quantity of each. Compared in quantity and kind with 
the rations issued to our own troops in the field, it will be seen that on 
this score the prisoners have no cause to complain. The rations are 
cooked before they are issued, and pains have been taken by General 
Johnson to see that no frauds are committed in this department to the 
injury of the prisoners. Bread and meat (or sorghum in lieu of meat) 
are issued every morning, rice or pea soup in the afternoon. The bread 
which I inspected in the bakery was of average quality and of the 
average weight of five pounds to the double loaf. A half loaf, there- 
fore, the daily allowance of each prisoner, will average twenty ounces 
of bread, the equivalent of sixteen ounces of flour. 

III. Clothing.—More than from any other cause the prisoners have 
suffered this winter from the want of sufficient and suitable clothing, 
being generally destitute of blankets and having only such clothes as 
they wore when captured, which, in the case of many of them, was 
during warm weather. Recently 3,000 blankets and 1,000 pair of 
pants have been received from the United States and are now being 
distributed under the supervision of three Federal officers sent here 
from Danville for the purpose. Additional supplies are expected, and 
it is probable that one principal cause of suffering will therefore soon 
be removed, one for which, however, the Confederate Government is 
under no circumstances chargeable, but which is ascribable solely to 
the neglect of their own Government. As already stated, General 
Johnson has taken every necessary step to prevent speculation upon 
the necessities of the prisoners by prohibiting all purchases from them 
of articles of clothing by soldiers or citizens. 

IV. Prison quarters.—Three hundred tents and flies of mixed sizes 
and patterns were issued for the use of the prisoners of war in October 
by Major Morfit, prison quartermaster, and constitute the only shelter 
provided during the winter for a number of prisoners, amounting on 
the 7th of November to 8,740, and the 15th of February to 5,070. Major 
Morfit showed me the frame of a large barrack, of which he told me he 
had contemplated erecting five for the accommodation of the prisoners, 
but was stopped by an order two months ago from the Commissary- 
General of Prisoners, intimating the possibility of a speedy removal of 
the prisoners, and ordering all work of the kind to be suspended. The 
prisoners were not removed, and in my judgment if General Win- 
der’s order had never been issued Major Morfit’s plan would have 
been found, in its conception, to involve great and unnecessary expense 
to the Government, probably not less than $75,000 or $100,000, and in 
its execution would probably have consumed the entire winter, and 
therefore have resulted in little practical benefit to the prisoners. A 
better plan would have been, failing to obtain a sufficient supply of 
tents, to have constructed cabins of pine logs and shingles, for which 
the material was at hand in abundance, and labor could have been 
furnished by the troops, or, if necessary, by details of the prisoners 
themselves, working under guard. In this way the garrison who 
guard the prisoners have been made comfortable; so might have been 
the prisoners. I cannot consider it, therefore, a matter of choice on 
their own part, that at the time of my inspection I found one-third of 
the latter burrowing like animals in holes under ground or under the 

ildings in the inclosure. 
po Prick hospitals.—One of the most painful features connected 
with the prison is the absence of adequate provision or accommodation 
for the sick. There is no separate hospital inclosure, but with a few 
exceptions, as will be seen from the diagram, all the buildings in the 
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prison yard are used as hospitals. The number sick in hospital Feb- 
ruary 15 was 546. There was an entire absence of hospital comforts — 
bedding, necessary utensils, &c. The reason assigned on the occasion 
of my first visit (February 1) was, that it was useless to supply these 
articles as no guard was kept inside of the prison yard ard they would 
be inevitably stolen. Surg. John Wilson, jr., the medical officer at pres- 
ent in charge, is endeavoring to supply these deficiencies, and in the short 
interval of two weeks between my first and second visits had succeeded 
in effecting several improvements. Still much remains to be done. 
There are bunks for not more than one-half of the sick, the rest lie upon 
the floor or ground, with nothing under them but a little straw, which 
on February 16 had not been changed for four weeks. For a period of 
nearly one month in December and January the hospitals, I was told, 
were without straw. For this there is no excuse. I am satisfied that 
straw could have been obtained in abundance at any time, the county 
(Rowan) being one of the largest wheat- growing counties in the State, 
and I am assured by Captain Crockford, inspector of field transporta- 
tion in this department, that the field transportation at this post has 
been in excess heretofore of the requirements of the post; that in Jan- 
uary, when no straw was furnished, he found thirty animals standing 
idle in Captain Goodman’s stable, and consequently ordered them to be 
turned over. The excessive rate of mortality among the prisoners, as 
shown by the prison returns herewith forwarded, merits attention. Out 
of 10,321 prisoners of war received since October 5, 1864, according to 
the surgeon’s report, 2,918 have died. According to the burial report, 
since the 21st of October, 1864, a less period by sixteen days, 3,479 have 
been buried. The discrepancy is explained by the fact that in addition 
to the deaths in hospital, six or eight die daily in their quarters without 
the knowledge of the surgeons, and of course without receiving atten- 
tion from them. This discrepancy, which in December amounted to 
223, and in January to 192, in the first two weeks of February had 
diminished to 21. The actual number of deaths, however, outside of 
hospital during that period would sbow probably little falling off, if 
any, fromthe number in previous months. Pneumonia and diseases of 
the bowels are the prevalent diseases. The prisoners appear to die, 
however, more from exposure and exhaustion than from actual disease. 

VI. Prison discipline.—Inside of the prison there appears to be no 
proper system of discipline or police. The prisoners are divided into 
ten divisions, each division into as many squads, the divisions in 
charge of a sergeant-major of their own number, the squads under a 
sergeant. Two roll-calls are nominally observed, the one in the morn- 
ing being usually neglected. In the afternoon the prisoners are mus- 
tered by squads and counted by the prison clerk and his assistants. 
No details are made for the purpose of policing the grounds, exceptone 
of a sergeant and twelve men, who report to the surgeon. All sorts of 
filth are allowed to be deposited and to remain anywhere and every- 
where around the quarters, unsightly to the eye and generating offensive 
odors and in time, doubtless, disease. Since the outbreak of Novem- 
ber 25 no guard is kept inside the inclosure, except at the gates. 
Robberies and murders even are said to be of not unfrequent occur- 
rence among the prisoners, usually charged to an association of the 
worst characters among them, known as “Muggers.” But a few days 
before my first visit a negro prisoner in one of the hospital wards was 
murdered by one of these ruffians, and such is the state of terrorism 
inspired that none of the patients or attendants in the ward who saw 
the deed would lodge information against the murderer, who was at 
last only discovered and arrested through the agency of a detective. 
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The use of detectives and a counter association among the prisoners 
are the only dependence of the commandant for enforcing any kind of 
order, discipline, or police in the prison. The excuse given by Major 
Gee for not having the prison grounds properly policed was the want 
of tools and the danger of trusting picks, &c., in the hands of the pris- 
oners. The excuse cannot be considered sufficient; wooden scrapers 
and hickory brooms, with wheelbarrows or boxes with rope handles, 
all of which can readily be furnished by the prison quartermaster, 
would answer every purpose. I subsequently brought the matter to 
the attention of General Johnson, who promised to issue the necessary 
orders upon the subject and see that they are enforced. Major Gee, 
the prison commandant, as an officer, is deficient in administrative 
ability, but in point of vigilance, fidelity, and in everything that con- 
cerns the security of the prison and the safe keeping of the prisoners, 
leaves nothing to be desired. As respects the general question of the 
condition of the prisoners I am of the opinion that so far as their suf- 
ferings have resulted from causes within the control of the Government 
or its officers they are chargeable (1) to the unfortunate location of 
the prison, which is wholly unsuitable for the purpose; (2) to the want 
of administrative capacity, proper energy and effort on the part of the 
officers of the Quartermaster’s Department charged with the duty of 
supplying the prison. 

To attempt an exact apportionment of the blame in this respect 
between Maj. Mason Morfit, the prison quartermaster, and Capt. 
James M. Goodman, the post quartermaster, would probably be irrele- 
vant to the purpose of the present report. Having had occasion in a 
general inspection of the post of Salisbury to examine the affairs of 
both of these officers, I cannot say that I consider either of them as 
efficient in his present position. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, Raradtr Rtn 
Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General. 


{First indorsement. ] 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
February 23, 1865. 


Respectfully submitted to Honorable Secretary of War. 

This is a ‘‘report of inspection of prison at Salisbury, N. C.,” made 
in compliance with instructions from this office and based on complaints 
made by Governor Vance, of North Carolina. His Excellency the Gov- 
ernor only mentions in general terms that complaints of a distressing 
character had reached him of the destitute and suffering condition of 
the prisoners. The inspector reports that he made three visits to the 
prison; that on the first two visits the weather was pleasant, and that 
he saw the prison then in its most favorable aspect, but on the last the 
weather was bad, and that he saw it then in its worst aspect. He 
endeavors to distinguish between unavoidable causes of suffering and 
those justly chargeable to the neglect or inefficiency of the prison man- 
agement, and furnishes a diagram of the plan and location of the prison, 
and reports that there can be no reasonable grounds of complaint for 
want of room, as the area is eleven acres, but that the water, supplied 
by wells and brought in buckets, &c., from a stream only half a mile 
from the prison, is only sufficient for drinking and cooking purposes, 
and that the want of a running stream within the prison is a serious 
objection; that the proximity of the prison to the railroad affords every 
facility for obtaining an adequate supply of fuel, and incloses a state- 
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ment of Major Morfit, quartermaster, of issue of fuel and amount due 
from January 1 to February 15, 1865, and charges the want of a full 
supply during the inclement weather to want of energy on the part of 
Captain Goodman, post quartermaster; that the fact cited by Major Gee 
that the prison sutler buys all of his fuel from the prisoners proves 
nothing, no more than their willingness to part with their newly received 
supply of clothing, a practice to check which General Johnson has 
issued an order forbidding citizens or soldiers to purchase, proves that 
they are not in want of clothes. He reports that the most serious 
objection to the prison is the character of the soil, a stiff, tenacious red 
clay, difficult of drainage, remaining wet for a long time after a rain or 
snow, and becoming a perfect bog; that the system of drainage neither 
carries off the surface water nor cleanses the sinks, and in a season of 
drought the sinks would prove a source of annoyance and probably a 
pestilence. He reports in reference to the commissariat that, compared 
with the rations that are issued to our troops in the field, it will be seen 
from the inclosed statement of rations issued from February 1 to 15, 
instant, 1865, that the prisoners have no cause to complain, and in 
reference to clothing, that the prisoners have suffered from the want of 
suitable clothing and blankets, but that recently 3,000 blankets and 
1,000 pants from United States were issued, and, respecting the prison 
quarters, that 300 tents and flies of mixed sizes and patterns were 
issued in October, 1864, and constitute the only shelter that was pro- 
vided during the winter for a number of prisoners, amounting in 
November to 8,740, and in February, 1865, to 5,070; that Major Morfit, 
quartermaster, exhibited the frame of a large barrack, which he had 
contemplated building, but which was fortunately stopped by the Com- 
missary-General of Prisoners; that a better plan would have been to 
have constructed cabins of logs and shingles, for which the material 
was at hand in abundance, and they could have been erected by the 
prisoners, and that in this way the prisoners would, like the guard, 
have been made comfortable, and would not have been forced to burrow 
in the ground like animals. That respecting the prison hospitals, one of 
the most painful features connected with the prison is the absence of 
adequate provisions and accommodations for the sick; that there is no 
separate hospital inclosure, but with a few exceptions (see diagram) all 
the buildings in the prison yard are used as hospitals; that there were 
no hospital comforts—bedding, necessary utensils, &c.; that the reason 
assigned to him on his first visit was that it was useless to supply these 
articles, as no guard was kept inside of the prison yard, and that they 
would be stolen. 

Surgeon John Wilson, jr., the medical officer at present in charge, is 
endeavoring to supply these deficiencies, and has succeeded in effecting 
several improvements; yet much remains to be done. 

He reports that there are only enough bunks for one-half of the sick, 
and that the rest have to lie on the floor or ground, with nothing 
under them but a little straw, which, on February 16, instant, had not 
been changed for four weeks. He reports that for a period of nearly 
one month (December and January) the hospital was without straw, 
aud that there is no excuse, for straw could have been procured in 
abundance at any time, and that he was assured by Captain Crockford, 
inspector of field transportation, that the transportation of the post had 
been in excess of the requirements of the post; that in January, 1865, 
when no straw was furnished, he found thirty animals standing idle in 
Captain Goodman’s stable, and consequently ordered them to be turned 
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over. He reports that the excessive rate of mortality (see reports 
herewith) merits attention; that out of 10,321 prisoners that were 
received since October 5, 1864, according to surgeon’s report, 2,918 
have died, but according to the burial report, that since October 21, 
1864, a less period by sixteen days, 3,479 have died and been buried ; 
that this discrepancy is explained by the fact that six or eight die 
daily in their quarters without the knowledge of the surgeons; that 
pneumonia and diseases of the bowels are prevalent, but that the 
prisoners appear to die more from exposure and exhaustion than from 
actual disease. 

The inspector reports that there is no proper system of discipline and 
police of the prison; that all sorts of filth are allowed to be deposited 
and to remain anywhere and everywhere around the quarters, unsightly 
to the eye and generating offensive odors; that robberies and murders 
are said to be of frequent occurrence, and that the excuse for not hav 
ing the grounds properly policed is the want of tools and the danger of 
trusting picks, &c., in the hands of the prisoners, but it is not good, 
for wooden scrapers and hickory brushes could have been furnished by 
the prison quartermaster, but that General Johnson has promised to 
have them provided. 

In reference to the prison commandant, Major Gee, the inspector 
reports that he is deficient in administrative ability, though vigilant 
and faithful, and expresses the opinion that so far as the causes of their 
sufferings have been the result of want of attention on the part of the 
officers, they are chargeable (1) to the unfortunate location of the 
prison, which is wholly unsuited for the purpose; (2) to the want of 
administration, capacity, energy and proper efforts on the part of the 
officers of the Quartermaster’s Department, who were charged with the 
duty of supplying the prison; and states that he does not consider 
either Major Morfit, the prison quartermaster, or Captain Goodman, 
post quartermaster, as efficient in their present positions. 

R. H. CHILTON, 
Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General. 


[Second indorsement. ] 


WAR DEPARTMENT, March 6, 1865. 


Respectfully referred to the Quartermaster-General. : 

This report reflects upon the prison and post quartermasters at Salis- 
bury, N.C., in such manner as to call for further action. If the report 
be correct they should at least be removed to positions of less respon- 
sibility. 

By command Secretary of War: 

SAML. W. MELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[Third indorsement.] 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, March 13, 1865. 


Respectfully returned to the Adjutant and Inspector General. 

The prisoners formerly at Salisbury having been exchanged and 
Captain Goodman having been relieved Hone duty as ies quartermas- 
ter at that point, no further action by this office seems to be necessary. 

eee? : A. BR. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster- General. 
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[Inclosure No. 1.] 
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{Inclosure No. 2.] 


FEBRUARY 16, 1865, 
Memorandum of wood received, issued, and due the prisoners at post 
at Salisbury, N. ©., during the month of January and to the 15th of 
February, 13865: 
January.—Entitled to thirty-five cords per day; received thirty-one 
and eleven-thirtieths cords per day. 
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February 1 to 16.—Entitled to thirty-one and a half : 
received twenty-two cords per day. 4 Lands bed moans 
MASON MORFIT, 


Major and Quartermaster of Prison. 
[Inclosure No. 3.] 


Report of commissary stores received at C. S. military prison, Salisbury, N. C., from 
February 1 to 15, 1865. 
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[{Inclosure No. 4.] 


Consolidated return for C. S. military prison, Salisbury, N. C., for 1865, from February 
1 to 16 inclusive. 
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escaped, sent 
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Date. 
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Total died, 
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Negroes captured in arms, 
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Total received. 
Sent to other posts. 
Paroled, released, and ex- 
In prison quarters. 
In hospital. 
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Convicts. 
Federal deserters. 
Prisoners of war. 


5 | Free negroes. 
Total 


Feb. 
17 | 5,850 


_ 
wo 
on 
w 
oS 
o 
oO 
» 
a 
Oo 
fos) 
oa 
Oo 
“ 
rs 
i] 
_ 
=~ 
cs 
i] 
a 
= 
~ 
Q 
a 
ot) 
~ 


i<j 

gS 
aw 
a 
A 
eo 
eo 
i 
— 
~ 
no 
_ 

~ 

> 

oo) 

a 
Boos 
~ 

a 

iJ 

eo 

~ 

m 

a 

oo 

© 

o 


542 | 5,800 | 142 | 140 | 87 | 6, 


eo 
S 

dogs 
° 


i] 
w 
2 
nN 
3 
nw 
ao 
rs 
a 
a 
x 
a 
@ 
~ 
1X] 
— 
i) 
o 
oo 
~~ 
TN 
Oe > 
DOH os 
ans 
oO 
sq 
_ 
~ 
on 
x 
4 
2 


22 | 5,120 | 551 | 5,671 | 143 | 135 | 37 | 5,305 | 34 | 17 | 5, 671 
81 | 5,099 | 541 | 5,640 | 143 | 135 | 37 | 5,274 | 34 | 17 | 5, 640 
17 | 5,074 | 549 | 5,623 | 143 | 135 | 37 | 5,257 | 34 | 17 | 5, 623 
29 | 5,048 | 546 | 5,594 | 142 | 135 | 37 | 5, 231 | 32 | 17 | 6, 594 
25 | 5,079 | 543 | 5,622 | 145 | 183 | 37 | 5,210 | 30 | 17 | 5,622 
é 5,153 | 30 | 17 | 6, 565 
4 550 | 5,548 | 145 | 182 | 37 | 5,139 | 28 | 17 | 5,548 
40 | 4 956 | 552 | 5,508 | 144 | 181 | 37 | 5,10] | 28 | 17 | 5,508 
82 | 4,930 | 546 | 5,476 | 143 | 181 | 37 | 5,070 | 28 | 17 | 5, 476 
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Died, surgeon's report, 327; died, burial sergeant’s report, 348; discrepancy, 21. This represents 
the number who died out of hospital, ‘‘in quarters,” and were conveyed to the dead-house by sergeants 


of squads. 


I certify that the above is a correct copy from the prison journal. 
JNO. H. GEE, 


Major, Commanding Prison. 


254 PRISONERS OF WAR AND STATE, ETC. 


[Inclosure No. 5.] 


C. S. MinITaARY PRISON HOSPITAL, 
Salisbury, N. C., February 13, 1865. 
Capt. G. W. BooTH, Assistant Adjutant-General: 
CAPTAIN: I respectfully report as follows: 
Number of deaths among Federal prisoners in January, 1865: 


In hospital.<. ..<2-Beee +=... 28S Pe eee ee tees - eee Ree meme 499 

In quarters.----.------ =-- 2-222 soe cee ts eee e ee cee ene eee eee a aes eee 233 

Number of deaths among Federal prisoners February 1 to 13: F. 

In hospital. % 82.0 4}. .2.2 2-2 bee Be eee ae ee epee Map arenes wn ies 195 

Tm Quarters:..22 -2-55-1-----t---- 2 -eatp -b oe oneiei cee oin== peep same 5 80 

ROG ae... hn ete ot Sn Sees Sen wise po Ae De = pS ere ees 1, 007 

Number of bunks required for February 3, 1865. -...-----------------.------ 100 

Due upon requisition..-.-...--.------ .-- 2-2 eee ee ee ne eee eee eee eee 100 

Straw required for February, 1865..-......-..---------.----------- pounds.. 10,000 
Straw received to February 13, two loads, estimated at.....-...--.---. aot. 

Dae Upon Leqguisition == 2 - © eae sage es sie eee ee se oa eee ee 9, 200 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. WILSON, JR., 
Surgeon in Charge. 


[Inclosure No. 6.] 


HEADQUARTERS C. S. MILITARY PRISON, 
Salisbury, N. C., February 1, 1865. 
Capt. G. W. BooTH, Assistant Adjutant-General: 
CAPTAIN: I have the honor respectfully to transmit the following 
memorandum report for Capt. T. W. Hall, inspector, &e. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. L. TYERLY, 
Clerk of Prison. 


Total prisoners of war received from October 5, 1864, to February 1, 1865.... 10, 321 
Largest number prisoners of war on hand at one time, date November 6, 1864. 8, 740 


Total mortality. 
Hospital report—died: 


From: OctoberjOitorsk, (804s senate der tannin ae comme eo miaca tank e 224 

In Novem bers 1864 Fnac ce ese s yatarcn Sone eee 761 

In Decemberjs8645 ces: a. ns adore 4am oe So S-Ee we coe nee Seca Pee ee 858 

In Jannary,: 18606 2 ps. -8pt p Sete 5.2 See 2 ON 2 on ee ee es 748 
; : —— 2,591 

Burial sergeant’s report—buried: 

From October 21.60 OL, E864 pas ce « gan jeneca cate oct ake tee eke 193 

Jn November 71864) 22 cree? eee Tae ee ee ete ee eet eee 917 

In Decembere18642 4a. Ree ee eee Le. CREE sg) ~ renee Mek, OBL 

In January, 1865 ...... Sosa Moder om pes “CNG POABer eamoece Bates geo ” 940 
—— 3,131 
Discrepancy \. TI. 0. Ske SSS Lee Bs Me Soler LR Be donteasot 540 
Recruited for-First Foreign Battalion-s.<2<< ~<sc<s<cen ose ewes ceeeeseeweeest 653 
Recruited for Major Andrews’ battalion.............. 222002022222 :eee eee eee 677 
Recruited for General York’s battalion. .....2..0.2..00. 022. .cc bee cee bee eee 407 
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{Inclosure No. 7.] 


Consolidated return for C. S. military prison, Salisbury, N. C., for 1865, from January 
16 to 81, inclusive. 


ed, 
Te- 


cae 
d exch’d. 


esca) 


Date. 


P 
an 


arms. 


Sent to other posts. 
and exchanged. 


Recaptured. 
Total received. 
Escaped. 
Paroled, released, 
Total died, 

sent off, 

leased 
In prison quarters. 
In hospital. 
Total on hand. 
Political prisoners. 
Convicts. 
Federal deserters. 
Prisoners of war. 
Negroes captured in 


Received. 
| Free negroes. 


a2 SEH, (BLL 8 29 | 5,706 | 538 | 6,244 | 152 | 121 | 36 | 5,815 | 95 | 25 | 6,244 
4 & CO Sis eee 16 | 5,688 | 541 | 6,229 | 150 | 120 | 36 | 5,803 | 95 | 25 | 6,229 
-s apes |e ye | 26 | 5,710 | 528 | 6,238 | 154 | 142 | 35 | 5,787 | 95 | 25 | 6,238 
et BATS eal) PT 25 | 5,677 | 544 | 6,221 | 153 | 149 | 35 | 5,764] 95 | 25! 6,227 
eS aera 15 | 5, 663 | 544 | 6,207 | 154 | 149 | 35 | 5,749 | 95 | 25 | 6,207 

21 | 5,642 | 544 | 6,186 | 153 | 146 | 35 | 5,732 | 95 | 25 | 6,186 
16 | 5,627 | 543 | 6,170 | 153 | 145 | 35 | 5,717 | 95 | 25 | 6,170 
20 | 5,606 | 544 | 6,150 | 151 | 145 | 35 | 5,699 | 95 | 25 | 6,150 
14 | 5,581 | 555 | 6,136 | 150 | 145 | 85 | 5,686 | 95 | 25 | 6,136 
17 | 5,568 | 555 | 6,123 | 150 | 149 | 35 | 5,669 | 95 | 25 | 6,123 
38 | 5,537 | 548 | 6,085 | 149 | 149 | 35 | 5,632 | 95 | 25 | 6, 085 
34 | 5,505 | 547 | 6,052 | 149 | 145 | 35 | 5,603 | 95 | 25 | 6,052 
37 | 5,459 | 556 | 6,015 | 142 | 144 | 35 | 5,574 | 95 | 25 | 6,015 
34 | 5,430 | 554 | 5,984 | 142 | 144 | 35 | 5,543 | 95 | 25 | 5, 984 
21 | 5,410 | 553 | 5,963 | 142 | 144 | 35 | 5,522 | 95 | 25 | 5, 968 
89 | 5, 232 | 538 | 5, 870 | 142 | 144 | 37 | 5,496 | 34 | 17 | 5, 870 
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_ The sixty-nine mentioned under the head of “‘ sent to other posts” were negroes sent by order of 
Brigadier-General Winder, Commissary General of Prisoners, to Camp Maxcy Gregg. 


I certify that the above is a correct copy from the prison journal. 
JNO. H. GEE, 


Major, Commanding Prison. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. O., February 18, 1865. 


The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE: 

Str: I have the honor to inform the Senate, in reply to its resolution 
of the 14th instant, that the judges of the circuit and district courts of 
the United States and of the District of Columbia have been furnished 
by the Judge-Advocate-General, by my direction, with a list of the 
names of the persons held as “state or political prisoners or otherwise 
than as prisoners of war,” in compliance with the second section of the 
act entitled “An act relating to habeas corpus and regulating judicial 
proceedings in certain cases,” approved March 3, 1863. 

Shortly after the passage of said act, viz, on the 23d of March, 1863, 
Colonel Holt, Judge-Advocate-General, the chief law officer of the 
Department, was, by an order of that date, charged with the execution 
of the provisions of that act in the following instructions: 

Wak DEPARTMENT, Washington City, March 23, 1863. 


Hon. J. Hort, Judge-Advocate-General : 

CoLonEL: I beg you to direct your attention to the provision of the late act of 
Congress requiring prisoners held under military authority to be released within a 
certain time, and to ask that proceedings may be taken against such as are not proper 
to be released, and that you will see that the provisions of that law are observed in 
regard to all persons held in military custody. 


tfull ur obedient servant 
VEEL EPRI a0 ’ EDWIN M. STANTON, 


Secretary of War, 
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After these instructions the Judge-Advocate-General made report, 
transmitting to this Department a list of political prisoners, and re- 
ported that ‘duplicates had been furnished to the judges of the cir- 
cuit and district courts of the United States in compliance with the 
requirements of the act of Congress.” His report is as follows.* 

I have no knowledge or information of any other persons held as 
state or political prisoners of the United States by order or authority 
of the President of the United States or of the Secretary of State, or 
of the Secretary of War, in any fort, arsenal, or other place, since the 
date of the report of the Judge-Advocate-General. 

Prior to the passage of the act approved March 3, 1863, measures 
had been taken by the Secretary of War to examine and determine the 
cases of state and political prisoners by the appointment of commis- 
sioners to visit from time to time the military prisons, with authority 
to discharge all cases proper to be discharged. Since the passage of 
the act the same course has been pursued in regard to persons arrested 
by State authorities, or subordinate military commanders, without 
authority from the President, Secretary of State, or Secretary of War. 
In some of the military departments persons were occasionally arrested 
and held in military prisons as state or political prisoners, by order of 
State Executives or local military commanders, without any authority 
from the President, Secretary of State,or Secretary of War. Although 
these persons did not come within the terms of the act of Congress, 
measures were from time to time taken to have all such cases promptly 
investigated and the parties released, whenever it could be done with- 
out prejudice to the public safety. To that end a commissioner was 
appointed to investigate all cases of imprisonment at Camp Chase, and 
a special commission charged with similar duty, consisting of the Hons. 
Benjamin 8S. Cowen, Roswell Marsh, and Samuel W. Bostwick, visited 
the State prisons at Alton, Saint Louis, Camp Douglas, and elsewhere 
in the Department of the Missouri. Their instructions were as follows.t 

A special commission, consisting of Judge King and Judge Bond, 
was also appointed for the examination of prisoners confined at Fort 
Delaware or elsewhere in the Middle Department. General Dix was 
also directed by the following order, dated the 12th of January, 1864, 
to investigate the cases of persons arrested and detained in Fort 
Lafayette and other military prisons in the Eastern Department, which 
have been used by direction of the President for the custody of persons 
seized by naval officers while engaged in blockade running or illicit 
trade, and which class of prisoners is not specified in the act of Con- 
gress of March 3, 1863. 

The military prisons in the District of Columbia have been used for 
the custody of prisoners arrested by the military commanders of this 
and other Departments, as well as by the Navy Department. On the 
1st of February, 1864, Major Turner, judge-advocate, was directed to 
investigate all cases of persons arrested and imprisoned in the military 
prisons of the District of Columbia, and has continued charged with 
that special duty until the present time. His instructions are as 
follows.§ 

Frequent inspections of military prisons, in addition to the foregoing 
measures, have also been made by officers especially assigned to that 


x gales ieee see Vol. V, this series, p. 765. 
tanton to Cowen, Marsh, and Bostwick, December 2, 1863 i : 
Vol. VI, this series, p. 627, : : vere a a 
t [did., p. 835. 
§ Omitted here; see Order of War Department, dated February 1, 1864, ibid., p. 896. 
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duty. Orders and instructions upon this subject, issued from time to 
time, are hereto annexed.* 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Oity Point, Va., February 18, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff of the Army, Washington, D. O.: 

GENERAL: Your communication of the 15th instant, with inclosure, 
calling my attention to the fact that advantage is being taken by 
General Beall, Confederate agent, of the recent agreement between 
Judge Ould and myself to supply rebel prisoners with new uniforms 
and blankets, is received. 

The arrangement for the relief of prisoners of war was made at a 
time when exchanges could not be made, and under it I see no way to 
prevent rebel prisoners from being clothed. Having, however, a very 
large excess of prisoners over the enemy, we can in making exchanges 
select those who have not been furnished with new clothing or blankets. 
By this means but a very limited number of rebel soldiers will be 
returned with new uniforms. 

Should it become necessary prisoners fur exchange can be required 
to turn their blankets over to their comrades who remain. 

Please give orders to General Hoffman accordingly. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
U. 8S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 
[ Indorsement.] 


FEBRUARY 20, 1865. 


Respectfully referred to Brevet Brigadier-General Hoffman. 
The Secretary of War directs that the recommendations of Lieuten- 
ant-General Grant be carried out. 
H. W. HALLECK, 


Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, February 18, 1865. 


Honorable SECRETARY OF THE NAvy: 

Srr: Your letter of the 30th ultimo, recommending that certain 
persons captured in McIntosh County, Ga., be returned to Admiral 
Dahlgren to be exchanged for sick and wounded seamen whose terms 
of service have expired, having been referred to the Commissary- 
General of Prisoners with directions to comply with the request, is 
returned by him with the report that it is impossible to identify these 
parties on the records of his office unless their names are given. When- 
ever this information is furnished immediate measures will be taken to 
send the prisoners in question to Admiral Dahlgren. 


Th the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant 
Pat pattie C. A. DANA, 


*Qmitted here. See Orders War Department, dated February 14, 1862, Vol. II, 
this series, p. 221; February 27, 1862, ibid., p. 249; July 31, 1862, Vol. IV, p.343; Sep- 
tember 8, 1862, ibid., p.497; Stanton to Tod, August 22, 1862, ibid., p. 416; Turner to 
Galloway, November 5, 1862, ibid., p. 690. 
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OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., February 18, 1865. 


Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
Commanding U. 8. Army, City Point: , 
The only prisoner in irons at Johnson’s Island is a citizen prisoner, 
Thomas F, Berry, who was so confined last night for killing a prisoner 
of war, Lieut. H. Morgan. Shall Berry be tried by commission or sent 


fe d for exchange? 
pc W. HOFFMAN, 


Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


City Pornt, VA., February 18, 1865—6 p.m. 
Brig. Gen. W. HOFFMAN, Oommissary-General of Prisoners : 
Thomas F. Berry, now in confinement at Johnson’s Island for the 
murder of Morgan, a prisoner of war, may be tried where he is. 
U. 8. GRANT, 
Tieutenant- General. 


37 BLEECKER STREET, New York, February 18, 1865, 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, Chief of Staff U. S. Army: 

GENERAL: General Beall informs me that the officer commanding 
Fort McHenry has suggested to him that it might be convenient to 
make a depot of clothing at. Baltimore for distribution to rebel pris- 
oners in transit to our prisons, and asks leave to send General Vance 
thither to attend personally to such distribution. It is obvious that 
the method adopted at the prisons of intrusting this duty to officers 
confined in them is impracticable at Baltimore, the prisoners being all 
transient. 

I respectfully recommend that this request be granted, and am of 
the opinion that no harm will result from permitting General Vance to 
deliver the clothing directly to the prisoners in the presence of our 
officers, but if that is deemed inadmissible he can be instructed to 
avoid personal intercourse with the prisoners. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. E. PAINE, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., February 18, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. E. A. HitoHCooK, 
Commissioner for Hachange, Washington, D. O.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that from the 25th of Novem. 
ber, 1864, up to the 7th of February, 1865, both days inclusive, there 
have been delivered on parole at or near Aiken’s Landing and at 
Savannah, Ga., to Lieutenant-Colonel Mulford, agent for exchange, the 
following officers and enlisted men of the Federal Army: 

On the 25th of November, 1864: 


232 non-commissioned officers, equivalent to..........-.-....--....---. ----e. 464 
1,025 privates; equivalent to <2. 7s... s nate e ee eee eee Cees nen ee 1, 045 
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Since the 25th of November, 1864: 


enlonelk, equi valent to = <te ~<a SAPS OOF os BOTS Gd OF 105 
7 lieutenant-colonels, equivalent to 9] 70 
8 majors, equivatentitates salue re S35 fis eee Yeo! Ue a dette LIE 64 
a9 captaing, OQ UI ValeNe TO fii hyd Gynt h ae clk foe [hwo dons Saeed 
tS dioutenamte,cantvalont to sao 52... d--csaeciscse Mehean ok eb eee ee 632 
1,052 non-commissioned officers, equivalent to.....-....--....---.---.---- eee 2, 104 
4, totprivates, oq ulvaleny tomar: Glley.) Tie) ee 4, 694 

Fetal. 23h Uites taguiry.tobe.wele...i gave 29 orfer_ ie 9, 652 


I would respectfully suggest that an understanding be had with Mr. 
Ould by which deliveries to the 7th of February, 1865, covering the 
number of officers and men given above, reduced to privates, may be 
declared exchanged. Colonel Mulford will be able to say at what date 
he had delivered an equal number of rebel prisoners, and upon this 
basis Mr. Ould can make an equivalent declaration, or, if it is thought 
advisable, the declaration may be charged against the 32,000 prisoners 
due us on declarations already declared by Mr. Ould. 

Unless the paroled prisoners now being received are declared 
exchanged from time to time it will not be possible to provide for 
them at the three parole camps. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. 8S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., February 18, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. J. BARNES, 
Commanding District of Saint Mary’s, Point Lookout, Md. : 

GENERAL: The prisoners of war who are to be forwarded for exchange 
from the West will be ordered to Point Lookout, but if transportation 
can be furnished at Baltimore some of them will probably be sent 
direct to City Point. Those who are landed at Point Lookout will not 
be taken upon your rolls, but will be held in readiness to be forwarded 
whenever called for by Colonel Mulford. A memorandum of all such 
arrivals and departures should be kept so that a full account of them 
can be givenin figures. The guards which accompany them will return 
immediately to their posts from Point Lookout. 

Prisoners who have been in close confinement or in irons have also 
been ordered to Point Lookout, to be forwarded for special exchange 
for the same class of prisoners. There will probably not be many. 
Keep them together and forward them by the first opportunity. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. 8S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., February 18, 1865. 
Col. T. INGRAHAM, 
Pro. Mar. Gen., Defenses North of the Potomac, Washington, D. C.: 
CoLoNEL: By direction of Lieutenant-General Grant, commanding 
U. S. Army, approved by the Secretary of War, you will forward all 
rebel prisoners who are now or who have been in close confinement 
or in irons at the Old Capitol Prison to Point Lookout for special 
exchange. 
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In addition to the usual parole-rolls send with them a history of each 
case, to be delivered to the commanding officer at Point Lookout. 
Please report to this office the names, charges, &c., of such prisoners 
at the Old Capitol as will be forwarded under this order. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., February 18, 1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel BURKE, Comdg. Fort Lafayette, N. Y.: 

By order of Lieutenant-General Grant, send Commodore Buchanan, 
on parole for exchange, to City Point via Baltimore. Send an officer 
with him, who will report their arrival at City Point to General Patrick, 
provost-marshal-general. They must not delay by the way, and Com- 
modore Buchanan must communicate with no person. Reply. 

W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


(Copy to Major-General Dix, commanding Department of the East, 
New York.) 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., February 18, 1865. 
Maj. H. A. ALLEN, Comdg. Fort Warren, Boston Harbor: 

By order of Lieutenant-General Grant, you will send all rebel pris- 
oners who are or have been in close confinement or in irons to Point 
Lookout for exchange. Send history of each case with rolls. Reply. 

W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


(Same to commanding officers of all military prisons.) 


Hpars. U.S. ForcEs, JOHNSON’s ISLAND AND SANDUSKY, 
Johnson’s Island, Ohio, February 18, 1865. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. WILLIAM HOFFMAN: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to call your attention to a subject inti- 
mately connected with the matter of exchange, and respectfully ask to 
be informed what, if any, assurance can be given to those prisoners of 
war who desire to take the oath of amnesty rather than to be exchanged. 
They naturally desire definite information as to their prospect of release 
if they accept the first named course. This I am unable at present to 
give, and I respectfully ask whether the refusal to be exchanged in cases 
where the corroborative evidence is satisfactory will be considered as a 
proof of a sincere desire to become a loyal citizen and insure to the 
applicant the benefit of the amnesty proclaimed by His Excellency the 
President. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHAS. W. HILL, 


Colonel, Commanding. 
‘ {Indorsement. ] 
No action at present. 
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HEADQUARTERS C. 8. ARMIES, February 18. 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. U. 8. GRANT, Commanding U. 8. Armies: 


GENERAL: I have received your letter of the 16th instant, and have 
submitted your proposition to release citizens held as prisoners by. either 
party to the Secretary of War. I shall be glad if some arrangement 
can be made to release such persons from unnecessary suffering. I 
have no knowledge of the facts mentioned in the extract from the news- 
paper, but will direct inquiry to be made. I gave no order for the 
arrest of any citizen, and if it be true that those mentioned were taken 
by any of our forces I presume they are held as hostages generally for 
persons of the same class in the custody of the Federal authorities and 
not for particular individuals. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEB, 
General. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., February 18, 1865. 
Capt. 8. E. JonEs, Provost-Marshal, Louisville, Ky.: 

CAPTAIN: I am directed by the Commissary-General of Prisoners to 
inquire if there is a female military prison or hospital under your charge 
at Louisville distinct from the regular military prison and hospital, and 
to request, if such is the case, that you will report the number of pris- 
oners confined there and the number of employés connected with it to 
this office. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. BLAGDEN, 
Major, Second Mass. Cav., Asst. to Com. Gen. of Prisoners. 


[Indorsement.] 


LOUISVILLE, KyY., February 23, 1865. 


Respectfully returned to Brig. Gen. W. Hoffman, Commissary-General 
of Prisoners, with the information that there is no female prison or 
hospital under my charge, but that there is one at this place under 
command of the post commandant, organized under orders from Brevet 
Major-General Burbridge, commanding District of Kentucky. It is 
learned from the officer in immediate charge (whose reports are inclosed 
herewith)* that there are 20 women and 14 children confined in it, and 
1 doctress, 1 stewardess, and 1 orderly connected with the hospital 
department, and 1 commissioned officer, 2 non-commissioned officers, 
and from 7 to 11 privates acting as guards of the prison. 

STEPHEN KE. JONES, 
Captain and Additional Aide-de-Camp. 


RICHMOND, February 18, 1865. 


Hon. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE, Secretary of War: 

Srr: I have the honor to request that you will kindly inform me (if 
in your judgment it may be proper to do so) if there is a prospect of the 
reprieve or commutation of sentence of Lieut. 8S. B. Davis by the United 
States Government. I am assured positively that two communications 
ime th ato eure NY Oesi in oned | te erly ee 


* Omitted. 
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on the subject were received through the chief of the Signal Bureau on 
last Tuesday night or Wednesday morning (the 15th), one from the 
War Deparment at Washington, the other from General Grant, asking 
for information in relation to the mission of Lieutenant Davis, the 
nature of his business, the character of his papers, &c. Iam sure you 
will sympathize with my anxiety to know if there was any connection 
between those communications and my joint letter on Lieutenant 
Davis’ behalf to Mr. Assistant Secretary of War, C. A. Dana, and the 
managing editor of the New York Tribune, Mr. S. H. Gay, which letter 
you had the goodness to forward on the night of Saturday, the 11th, 
through General Lee and General Grant. I presume the dates and 
signatures of the communications from Washington and General Grant 
would show if there is any such connection, as there certainly seems to 
be, between the inquiries made in those communications and the assur- 
ances contained in my letter of personal intercession. 

Hoping that I may not appear presumptuous in respectfully asking 
that my anxiety on this subject may be relieved, 

I have the honor to be, sir, most respectfully and faithfuily, your 
obedient servant, 

J. W. PALMER, 
Signal Office. 


[Indorsement.] 


Have no information on the subject. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
kichmond, Va., February 18, 1865. 
General BRAXTON BRAGG, Wilmington, N. C.: 

All prisoners of war, not officers, from South Carolina are to be 
exchanged at Wilmington as soon as they arrive. Detail an officer to 
sca al the operation. Give directions that they be forwarded 
o you. 

J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., February 18, 1865. 
General B. BRAGG, Wilmington, N. C.: 


Detain* the prisoners in Wilmington who are there. Recall any who 
have been sent off. Open correspondence with the enemy in regard to 
deliveries. Complete arrangements are made as to all the South Caro- 
lina prisoners. 

J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


; Company SHops, February 18, 1865. 
His Excellency the PRESIDENT: 

I find the enemy’s prisoners being transported from Raleigh to Salis- 
bury, and have assumed the responsibility of ordering them to Rich- 
mond. It would be well for the War Department to repeat the order. 


“In copy as received by Bragg it reads “‘ Deliver.” 
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Those now at Salisbury should be removed as rapidly as possible. The 
superintendent of the North Carolina Railroad assures me he can move 
all in few days. 


BRAXTON BRAGG, 
CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., February 18, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. T, H. Hotmss, Raleigh, N. O.: 
Send prisoners of war from South Carolina, not officers, to Wilming- 
ton for immediate exchange. 
J. A. CAMPBELL 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., February 18, 1865. 
Col. H. Forno, Charlotte, N. 0.: 
Send the South Carolina prisoners to Wilmington, not officers, for 
exchange. 
J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


Company SuHops, N. C., February 18, 1865. 
General B. T. JOHNSON: 

The War Department has directed the transfer to Richmond of all 
the enemy’s prisoners now in this military department as rapidly as 
possible. You should allow nothing but the transportation of military 
stores. I have ordered every facility to be extended by the railroad. 

BRAXTON BRAGG, 


RICHMOND, February 18, 1865. 
General BRADLEY T. JOHNSON: 
All South Carolina prisoners of war, except officers, are to be 
exchanged at Wilmington. If any have arrived send them back. 
W. M. GARDNER, 
Brigadier- General. 


CHARLOTTE, February 18, 1865. 
General B. T. JOHNSON, Commanding Post: 
I am here with the Federal officers prisoners. To whom shall I 
report? Colonel Forno and Colonel Hoke both give me orders, and I 
am placed in an open field, utterly impossible to guard with raw 


reserves. 
E. GRISWOLD, 
Major, Commanding. 


CHARLOTTE, February 18, 1865. 
General BRADLEY T, JOHNSON: 

Surgeon Clopton, medical purveyor, here and_has 200 tents, which 
he will furnish you upon order from Surgeon-General. Better tele- 
graph for it at once. 

R. J. ECHOLS, 


Major, &e. 
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DQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
coarse Wilmington, February 18, 1865. 
Col. GEORGE JACKSON, Commanding Post: 
OCoLONEL: The attention of the major-general commanding has bee 
called to the fact that some of the citizens of this place have shown 
their cordial disposition to the Federal prisoners passing over the rail- 
road by sending supplies to the depots for distribution among them. 
The commissary department is fully able to meet all requirements, 
needs no assistance, and you are strictly enjoined to prevent all com- 
munication with the prisoners either by citizens or soldiers. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, &c., 
FRANCIS S. PARKER, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[ComMPANY] SHOPS, February 18, 1865. 
General BRAXTON BRAGG: 

Please have the Raleigh and Gaston Railroad to furnish trains to 
assist in moving prisoners and stores from Goldsborough. 1 find here 
a dispatch from General Beauregard urging the removal of all stores 
from Charlotte without delay. 

T. J. SUMNER, 
Engineer and Superintendent. 


[Indorsement. } 


Prepare for 10,000 men from here to Charlotte. Raleigh and Gaston 
will be advised to aid you. Prisoners go back to Wilmington for 
exchange there. 


HEADQUARTERS Post, Salisbury, N. C., February 18, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM M. GARDNER, Richmond: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to call your attention to the condition 
of this post. The troops here, three regiments of reserves and one 
battalion, being without a quartermaster, are dependent on the post 
quartermaster for supplies, pay, fuel, &c. The prisoners, 5,500, are 
equally dependent on him, the prison quartermaster, Major Morfit, 
being restricted to drawing all supplies from that officer. These three 
regiments of reserves during the month of January were entitled to 
356 cords 42 feet of wood. They received from him 270, a deficit of 86 
cords 42 feet; nearly one-fourth, Up to February 15 they were 
entitled to 179 cords of wood. They received 34 cords, a deficit of 145 
cords; more than four-fifths. The suffering among green troops and 
old men in consequence of this dereliction of the proper officer may be 
imagined. The prisoners are ill-clad and poorly sheltered. Their food 
is fair; not so full as is necessary to endure hardship and exposure. 
The only hospitals are buildings within the prison inclosure, where the 
only amelioration we can give to their sufferings are rude pine bunks 
and straw to lie on; without them, they lie on the bare floor or earth 
with little or no covering. 

On the 1st of February Doctor Wilson, prison surgeon, madea requi- 
sition for 10,000 pounds of straw; also 100 bunks. Up to 13th of 
February he had received 800 pounds of straw and no bunks; the 
sick prisoners, therefore, laid on the bare ground, and from 1st to 31st 
a q anuary, 732 of them died. From February 1 to February 13, 275 

ied. 
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It is proper to state that Captain Goodman’s (the post quartermaster) 
excuse for not furnishing fuel is that transportation on the railroad, on 
which he depended, has been interrupted. For the same reason he 
alleges he could not get lumber to make bunks; and the straw, he says, 
he could not get. This county abounds in the latter article. For a 
county as full of wood as this, energy and methodized industry would 
have formed a depot to provide for such contingencies as a temporary 
failure of supplies. 

His main employment is to furnish these troops and _ prisoners. 
Forage is collected by Captain Hanes, assistant quartermaster, here 
for that purpose, and the resources of the country are abundant in 
labor and material to furnish everything requisite. 

I have waited for two months in hopes that I could remedy these 
evils, but my authority over staff officers being only as inspector under 
General Orders, No. 48, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, series 
1864, I am powerless. I therefore urgently and respectfully ask that 
he be relieved atonce. The evils are pressing and need instant remedy. 

He is an intelligent officer, but needs the industry, energy, and 
method necessary for such a trust as this. He is, unfortunately, unable 
to co-operate in harmony with the other staff officers at this post, and 
his efficiency, for this reason, is impaired if not destroyed. 

His report of employés for February 15 shows 27 exempts, light- 
duty men, conscripts, &c., employed as clerks, mechanics, &c., and 83 
negroes, teamsters, laborers, &c., besides a fatigue party of from 40 
to 60 men from the troops constantly employed in cutting wood. This 
force is more than ample to do everything necessary to be done if 
properly managed. I cannot be responsible for the troops committed 
to my charge and the lives and safe-keeping of prisoners without a 
change is made in this office, and this officer relieved. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BRADLEY T. JOHNSON, 
Brigadier- General. 
[First indorsement. ] 
HEADQUARTERS Post, Richmond, February 21, 1865. 

Respectfully forwarded approved. It is believed that one quarter- 

master (Major Morfit) is alone sufficient for this post. 
W. M. GARDNER, 
Brigadier- General. 
[Second indorsement. } 
BuREAU ADJT. AND INSP. GEN., APPOINTMENT OFFICE, 
March 2, 1865. 


Respectfully referred to the Quartermaster-General. 
By command of the Secretary of War: 
ED. A. PALFREY, 


Lieutenant-Oolonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 
[Third indorsement.] 

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, March 9, 1865. 
Respectfully returned to the Adjutant and Inspector General with the 
remark that Maj. M. Morfit has been heretofore ordered to assume the 
duties of post quartermaster at Salisbury, N.C. Captain Goodman, 
who is regarded as an efficient officer, has been directed to repair to. 
Chester, 8. C., with a view to his assignment to duty at that point. 
Capt. M. J. Bearden has been assigned to duty with reserve forces at 


Salisbury. eee wrote 
Quartermaster- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, February 19, 1865. 
Major-General GILLMORE, Hilton Head, S. C.: 

GENERAL: The Secretary of War directs that all rebel prisoners of 
war in your hands who wish to be exchanged be sent to Lieutenant- 
General Grant, at City Point. Those who do not wish to be exchanged 
and desire to take the oath of allegiance under the President’s procla- 
mation may be sent to New York, the officer sent in charge to telegraph 
here on his arrival sor eee EAE i : 

respect. our obedient servan 
oe aah H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Wark DEPARTMENT, Washington, February 19, 1865. 
Brigadier-General MORRIS: 


My telegram of yesterday directing prisoners to be forwarded was by 
order of Lieutenant-General Grant, and is superior to orders issued by 
Major-General Sheridan. 

W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


Fort WARREN, February 19, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. J. E. MULFORD, 
Agent of Exchange, Fortress Monroe, Va.: 

COLONEL: The undersigned, prisoners of war, would respectfully 
submit to you the following statement: 

We are officers of the late C. S. steamer Alabama, which vessel was 
destroyed by the U.S. ship Kearsarge off Cherbourg on the 19th of 
June last. The Alabama being sunk, we were taken to the Kearsarge, 
and by that vessel carried into the port of Cherbourg and were there 
allowed by Captain Winslow to remain on. shore on the condition that 
we would return to the Kearsarge whenever ordered to do so. At the 
end of two weeks we were ordered aboard, and, the steamer being 
ready for sea, proceeded to Dover, England. Here we were allowed to 
leave the ship, subject to the same conditions as at Cherbourg. We 
remained on shore six weeks, when we were again ordered on board, 
and the Kearsarge proceeded to sea on a cruise. She went to various 
parts of the Atlantic Ocean, and at length arrived in the United States 
on the 7thof November. We were at once sent to Fort Warren, which 
place we reached on the 10th of November, and at which place we still 
are. Our object in making this statement is to show that at the time 
a general naval exchange took place in last October we were prisoners 
of war and were not included in that exchange for the reason that we 
were not in the United States. Had we, instead of being held on board 
of a ship, been confined in one of the military prisons of the United 
States we presume we would have received the benefit of that 
exchange. In view of this we would respectfully ask to be paroled 
here, with orders to report to you, we bearing our own expenses. We 
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think the faithful manner in which we observed our paroles both in 
France and England will be a sufficient guarantee for us here. 
Very respectfully, 
bie MILES J. FREEMAN, 
Chief Engineer of the 0. 8S. Steamship Alabama, (0. 8. Navy. 
BENJ. P. McCASKEY, 
Boatswain, 0. 8. Navy. 


BRISTOL, TENN., February 19, 1865. 
Hon. JoHN C. BRECKINRIDGE, Richmond, Va.: 

You will pardon me for addressing you direct on official business. 
Inclosed you find a letter from provost-marshal-general at Knoxville.* 
The prisoners have arrived, also Hall and Plumlee, which makes seven- 
teen in all. Now I must insist that seven Union citizen prisoners be 
forwarded to me immediately to give for these—man for man; then 
Seth Lea, to exchange for W. W. Wallace, who they still hold at Knox- 
ville; but I think my Government should send all citizen prisoners to 
me to be exchanged. But I shall be satisfied with eighteen to exchange 
for those lately sent lv.e. I have commenced the arrest of Union citi- 
zens as hostages for all those arrested since General Oarter’s agreement 
and mine, and shall continue to arrest man for man as they continue 
to do so. 

My command is increasing every day. Weare receiving some sup- 
plies in the way of clothing. We are determined to fight it out, and 
doing all that we can to put our command under good discipline for 
the spring campaign. General Echols is very industrious and doing 
all he can. 

We have. been looking for an advance of the enemy for several days, 
but no advance as yet. 

Anything you can do for Judge Barton will be thankfully remem- 
bered by us in this end of the department. 

I would be glad to hear from you at any time. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. C. VAUGHN, 
Brigadier- General. 
[First indorsement.] 
WAR DEPARTMENT, March 2, 1865. 

Respectfully referred to Judge Ould. 

It is presumed that the arrangement effected with the Federal com- 
mander as to exchange of all citizen prisoners will avoid the necessity 
of sending prisoners to General Vaughn. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

SAML. W. MELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[Second indorsement.] 


Marcu 5, 1865. 


Respectfully returned to Honorable Secretary of War. scot 

I expect to deliver by the next boat that goes down all the civilians 
who are now in confinement. They have been all ordered here for that 
purpose. To send them to Bristol would not only delay their release, 
but I think break the effect of the movement. I wish to have the 


*See Trowbridge to Vaughn, February 8, p- 196. 
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power of saying to General Grant, “Here is every citizen prisoner we 
have—release ours in return.” I have already the assurance that at 
least an equal number will be released. I believe the enemy will do 


even more. RO. OULD, 
Agent of Hachange. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
February 19, 1865. 
CoMMANDING GENERAL U.S. Forces, Fort Fisher, N. C.: 

Sir: Ihave the honor to state that 2,500 Federal prisoners have 
been set apart by the War Department, Confederate Government, for 
exchange at the city of Wilmington. If you are willing to receive 
them I will send to-morrow by steamer 1,500 to such point on the 
right bank of the river about Fort Anderson as may be designated. 
An early answer is desired. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Rk. F. HOKE, 
Major-General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., February 19, 1865. 
General BRAGG, Wilmington, N. C.: 

An agreement for the delivery of any and all prisoners at Wilming- 
ton is concluded. The prisoners in North Carolina will be forwarded. 
Duplicate lists of the deliveries should be taken with a receipt of the 
Federal officers upon it. The prisoners should be paroled. Colonel 
Ould will communicate with you. Officers are included. 

J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., February 19, 1865. 
General BRAGG, Wilmington, N. C.: 
Lieutenant-Colonel Hatch goes to superintend delivery of prisoners. 
All the North Carolina prisoners are for delivery there. 
J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., February 19, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General Hots, Raleigh, N. C.: 

All able-bodied prisoners, whether officers or not, are to be sent to 
Wilmington for delivery. Lieutenant-Colonel Hatch is en route to 
superintend. 

J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 
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CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., February 19, 1865. 
COMMANDANT AT SALISBURY, N. ©.: 

All able-bodied prisoners, whether officers or not, are to be delivered 
at Wilmington. Lieutenant-Colonel Hatch is en route to superintend. 
Do not send any to Richmond. 

J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


RICHMOND, February 19, 1865. 
General BRAXTON BRAGG, Raleigh: 

I send my assistant, Captain Hatch, to Wilmington this evening to 
take charge of the delivery of Federal prisoners at that place. He will 
report to you on arrival. I will thank you to render him such assist- 
ance as is in your power. 

RO. OULD, 


Agent of Exchange. 


RALEIGH, February 19, 1865. 
General R. F. HOKE: 
Prisoners are to be exchanged at Wilmington. Retain what you 
have and stop all who arrive. 
B. BRAGG, 


SALISBURY, February 19, 1865. 
Hon. J. A. CAMPBELL, Assistant Secretary of War: 

General Bragg ordered me to send all prisoners immediately to Rich- 
mond. Send me authority to take the transportation from Western 
North Carolina Railroad to assist in transporting them; also, authority 
to arm such Confederate convicts as are here and are proper to assist 


in guarding them. 
BRADLEY T. JOHNSON, 
Brigadier- General. 


SALISBURY, February 19, 1865. 


Mr. ‘THOMAS J. SUMNER, Company Shops : 
I am ordered to remove all prisoners from here to Richmond at once. 
I have 400 waiting at the depot now. What transportation can you 
offer me and what arrangements can you make to take the Western 
Railroad transportation to take them to Greensborough? 
BRADLEY T. JOHNSON, 
Brigadier-General. 


RICHMOND, February 19, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. BRADLEY T. JOHNSON: 
Send all able-bodied prisoners of war, including officers, at Salisbury 
to Wilmington, to be delivered to the United States. All sick and Fed- 
eral citizens will be sent to Richmond. Duplicate lists will be made 
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d prisoners paroled. Lists forwarded with prisoners to Oaptain 
Tyateh; Use jared clerical force. First detachment might be sent 
i d lists made for the rest. 
without delay an W. M. GARDNER, 


Brigadier- General. 


GREENSBOROUGH, February 19, 1865. 
General Brace: , 
Conflicting orders received about prisoners. No prison or sufficient 
d here. Advise me what to do. 
aie J. C. HOLMES, 


Major, Commanding. 


CHARLOTTE, February 19, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. B. T. JOHNSON: 
Prisoners much excited about exchange. It would be very inju- 
dicious to remove Lieutenant Long just now. 
H. FORNO, 
Colonel, &e. 


SueGaR Loar, February 19, 1865. 
Major PARKER: 

The supplies given the Yankee prisoners by the commissary are suffi- 
cient. You will give strict orders to Colonel Jackson to allow no com- 
munication with them whatever by citizens or soldiers, which must be 
carried out. 

R. F. HOKE, 
Major- General. 


WASHINGTON, February 20, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT: 

General Hoffman reports, in answer to your telegram of the 15th, 
that there were then no prisoners of war in irons at Johnson’s Island. 
On the 17th Thomas F. Berry was placed in irons for killing another 
prisoner, viz, Lieut. Harlin Morgan. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


37 BLEECKER STREET, New York, February 20, 1865. 
General W. HoFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. O.: 
GENERAL: General Beall calls my attention to two requisitions for 
supplies for prisoners received from Johnson’s Island and Fort War- 
ren, in which bedsacks are included, and requests that these be fur- 
nished by the U.S. authorities. I am not informed as to the rule 
adopted by the War Department, but suppose the general will not be 
required to furnish the bedsacks. If I am right allow me to ask you 
to give the proper instructions in these cases. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. E. PAINE, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, 
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OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONEBS, 
Washington, D. C., February 23, 1865. 

Respectfully returned to Brig. Gen. H. E. Paine. 

General Beall is at liberty to furnish bedsacks for the prisoners in 
our hands or not, according to his own judgment of their necessity. 
Bedsacks have not been furnished for the use of Federal prisoners held 
by the enemy at the South, nor are they likely to be unless by our own 
Government. 

W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. 8. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


HEADQUARTERS FORT WARREN, 
Boston Harbor, February 20, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. C.: 

Sir: There are three prisoners of war confined at this post who have 
been held in close confinement. Two of them refuse to be sent South 
for exchange. The other will be forwarded at once. 

H. A. ALLEN, 
Major, Second U. 8. Artillery, Commanding Post. 


WASHINGTON, D. O., February 20, 1865. 
Capt. S. E. JonEs, Louisville, Ky. : 
Telegram received. Telegram of the 18th covers all rebel prisoners 
in close confinement or in irons, whether sentence is published or not. 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., February 20, 1865. 
Capt. S. E. Jonzs, Provost-Marshal, Louisville, Ky.: 

CAPTAIN: In reply to your letter of the 31st ultimo, I am directed 
by the Commissary-General of Prisoners to inform you that loyal clergy- 
men may be permitted to hold service in the prison on the Sabbath, 
provided the prisoners desire it, but they cannot be allowed to visit 
the barracks or converse with individuals. Prisoners seriously ill in 
the hospital may, if they request it, be assisted by a clergyman. 

Prisoners of war reported to this office will not be transferred from 
one prison to another unless by direction of the Commissary-General of 
Prisoners. Applications for the return of a prisoner for trial should be 
made to this office. Prisoners turned over to you as prisoners of war 
should be forwarded to permanent depots. It is not incumbent upon 
you to investigate their cases. : 

Paragraph 2 of Circular No. 4 has been so modified as to allow the 
purchase by prisoners of such vegetables as are necessary for their 
health. No other change has been made in the circular. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. BLAGDEN, 


Major, Second Mass, Oav., Asst. to Com. Gen. of Prisoners. 
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HEADQUARTERS Rook ISLAND BARRACKS, ILL., 
February 20, 1865, 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM HOFFMAN, ; 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. C.: 
Thirteen hundred and thirty prisoners decline to be exchanged. 
7 ‘dal A. J. JOHNSON, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, 
Dept. oF EAST TENNESSEE AND SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA, 
Bristol, February 20, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. L. S. TROWBRIDGE, 
Provost-Marshal-General, Department of East Tennessee: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the reception of your 
communication of 8th instant, forwarding list of citizens who had been 
released in compliance with the agreement entered into by General 
Carter and myself. R 

You state that “A. O. Plumlee and Wm. Hall are held by the civil 
authorities and not as hostages.” The names of these parties were on 
the list given me by General Carter at our interview in November 
last. They had been in prison, in a distant State for nearly eighteen 
months, in military confinement, in a military prison, and under the 
control of the military authorities. They were not then, and I have 
every reason to believe never were at any time, in the custody of the 
civil authorities either of the State of Tennessee or of the United 
States. If they are now held as prisoners of state, it can only be an 
afterthought, and I hold that good faith on the part of the military 
authorities at Knoxville requires that these parties should be released 
under the cartel of General Carter and myself. I would also beg leave 
to call your attention to the fact that W. W. Wallace was one of the 
parties whose name was given me by General Carter, who has long 
been in military confinement, and who, I am informed, was some months 
since brought to Knoxville for the purpose of being released, from 
some cause is still in custody at Knoxville. You make no allusion to 
him in your communication. I have understood, unofficially, that he 
is held as a hostage for one Seth Lea, in our custody. Why Mr. Wal- 
lace was not released and sent forward with those whose names you 
forward me I do not understand. If he is held for the especial pur- 
pose of being exchanged for Lea, I would remark that this is not in 
accordance either with the spirit or letter of General Carter’s and my 
agreement. I would beg leave respectfully to call your attention to 
the fact that our agreement in no manner contemplates an exchange; 
for to that, we had invariably, on previous occasions, and on the 
occasion of General Carter’s meeting myself in November, refused to 
accede. The arrangement contemplated and provided for only an 
unconditional release. You may not be aware of the fact, but of that 
General Carter had full information, that on the basis of exchange, in 
consequence of the condition of things between the general agents of 
the two Governments, no general or special arrangements could be 
made concerning the prisoners of this department. The consequence 
has been that I have not been able to effect the release of Lea from 
confinement, in order that I might return him to your authorities. I 
can accomplish his release and that of others only on the ground of 
the release contemplated and provided for by General Carter and 
myself. Whenever Wallace and others thus held by you for special 
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exchange are permitted to enjoy the benefits of the general release 
will I be able to forward such prisoners as we hold, coming within the 
purview of the agreement of November last. 

Permit me also to call your attention to the fact that James Vaughn, 
my father, was also, under the agreement of your predecessor and 
myself, to have been released from confinement at Louisville, Ky., and 
permitted to return to his home in Monroe County. He is a citizen, 
a aged and infirm man, and with no charges of any character against 

im, 

I have reliable information that the reported death of Judge Van 
Dyke is not true, and that he is still in confinement at Camp Chase. 
I would also refer you to the fact that you are laboring under mistake 
as to the release of Crouch, Scruggs, Lindsay, and Biltenton. They 
are still in prison at Camp Chase. You also hold J. A. Sperry, Goforth, 
and others—citizens who were captured and carried off from this place 
during the late raid of Major-General Stoneman. I have had some 
intimations, though not officially, that these parties, or some of them 
at least, have been turned over by the military to the civil authorities, 
I know not who or how many are kept in prison under this pretext. 
The agreement of General Carter and myself not only provided for the 
release of such citizens as were then in confinement and custody, but 
also that no other or further arrests of that character should. be made. 
The arrest of these last-named and other citizens was clearly in viola- 
tion of that agreement, and the mere fact of the subsequent transfer of 
those parties to the civil authorities does not purge the action of bad 
faith or release the military authorities from responsibility for their 
release and return. 

I hope soon to be able to send to your lines all citizen prisoners now 
held by our authorities from the Department of East Tennessee, and 
would have done so ere this but for difficulties over which I had no 
control. 

I would also take occasion to inform you that I have recently had 
George Netherlands, of Hawkins County, arrested, and he is now in 
custody as a hostage for a William Blackburn, of Claiborne County, an 
aged citizen, who was arrested during the raid, and is now, I am 
informed, in prison at Knoxville. Unpleasant as the duty may be, and 
as much at variance as it is with the spirit and intentions animating 
your predecessor and myself in our interview and agreement at New 
Market, I am reluctantly compelled, in consequence of the disregard 
of that agreement on the part of the Federal authorities in persisting 
in the arrest and confinement of citizens, to resort to this mode of retal- 
iation. Justice to the citizens who are made thus to suffer for their 
opinions’ sake requires it at my hand, and candor requires me to give 
you timely information that I will continue to arrest man for man one 
Union citizen for every Southern man arrested on your side. I will in 
carrying out this determination have regard to those and all of those 
who have been arrested since the 10th of November, the date of the 
New Market agreement. 

I promised General Carter orally that I would wait a reasonable time 
for the release of Jos. B. Heiskell, in whose case he said there were 
some difficulties over which he could not then exercise full control, but 
he hoped to be able to effect his discharge in a short time. Mr. 
Heiskell is still in confinement, and I have given orders for the arrest 
of citizens to be held as hostages for him. Permit me, however, gen- 
eral, to give you my solemn assurance that whenever a proper disposi- 
tion shall be exhibited by the U.S. authorities to carry out the letter 
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and spirit of our agreement, entered into in November at New Market, 
which can be illustrated only by the release of all citizen prisoners now 
in your custody and by ceasing to make any such arrests in future, 1 
will gladly not only discharge all we hold, but will throw full and invio- 
lable protection around all Union citizens in the same manner. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

OHN C. VAUGHN, 
Brig. Gen., Comdg. Cav., Dept. of East Tenn. and Southwest Va. 


OFFICE EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS, 
Mobile, February 20, 1865. 
Col. C. C. Dwiaut, Agent of Exchange, New Orleans: 

CoLONEL: I have the honor to inform you that I have at my disposal 
for purpose of exchange some fifty-six prisoners belonging to General 
Canby’s command, whom I am desirous of exchanging for a like num- 
ber of the prisoners whom General Canby holds in New Orleans or on 
Ship Island, not embraced in agreements already made. 

I am informed that you hold as prisoners of war the following pris- 
oners and men, whom I would request you to embrace in the exchange, 
viz: Capt. Henry Pope, assistant quartermaster, captured near Pollard; 
Lieut. Hugh L. Davis, aide-de-camp to General Hodge, C. 8S. Army, 
captured in the late raid by General Lee, U.S. Army, and now on Ship 
Island; Capt. J. E. Mooney, Company ©, Weatherby’s battalion sharp- 
shooters, captured in East Louisiana, now, I think, on Ship Island; 
private Paul W. Collins, now on Ship Island; Mr. E. Montgomery, a 
citizen, captured near the Mississippi River, traveling on private busi- 
ness; F’. M. Hash, B. C. Wood, and Bruce and T. J. Stevens, 
privates, all belonging to Gibson’s Company F, late Lay’s regiment of 
cavalry, captured in East Louisiana; Private R. F. Burion, Captain 
Amos’, company cavalry, captured in raid on Pollard; Mr. Manuel 
Palmer, a citizen taken at Pollard. 

I would also propose to exchange the officers and men who were 
captured in the late raids in West Florida, and whom you still hold in 
your department. 

If you think it necessary or useful for the purpose of facilitating the 
exchanges proposed that we should have a personal conference, I will 
be ready to meet you in Mobile Bay, in the neighborhood of the upper 
fleet, some distance below the obstructions, at any time which you may 
designate. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES R. CURELL, 
Major and Assistant Commissioner of Exchange. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., February 20, 1865. 
Colonel FoRNO, Charlotte, N. C.: 
Send the able-bodied prisoners, including officers, to Wilmington. 
By order: 
J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 
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GOLDSBOROUGH, Febr - 
General HokE, Wilmington: ' Sie cbaargel ae 
Unless the prisoners are in danger they should be retained. Our 
agent is now on his way from Richmond to deliver them, under an 
agreement with the Federal Government, and no doubt instructions 
from that Government are on the way. 
BRAXTON BRAGG. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
February 20, 1865. 
General B. BRaae: 


Better forward the prisoners at once to their destination. 
R. E. LEE. 


RICHMOND, February 20, 1865. 
General B. BRAGG: 


Secretary of War orders all able-bodied prisoners to Wilmington for 


exchange. 
W. M. GARDNER, 
Brigadier- General. 


RICHMOND, February 20, 1865. 
Brigadier-General JOHNSON: 


Secretary of War still directs prisoners be sent to Wilmington. 
W. M. GARDNER, 
Brigadier- General. 


RICHMOND, February 20, 1865. 
Brigadier-General JOHNSON: 
The Secretary of War orders all prisoners to Wilmington. 1 repeat 
telegram sent yesterday: 


Send all able-bodied prisoners of war, including officers, at Salisbury to Wilming- 
ton, to be delivered to the United States. Al] sick and Federal citizens will be sent 
to Richmond. Duplicate lists will be made and prisoners paroled. Lists forwarded 
with prisoners to Captain Hatch. Use large clerical force. First detachment might 
be sent without delay and lists made for the rest. 


W. M. GARDNER, 
Brigadier- General. 


RALEIGH, February 20, 1865. 


General BRAGG, Goldsborough: 


Ss tary of War telegraphs all officers and men to be exchanged. 
een ig T. H. HOLMES, 


Lieutenant- General. 


SALISBURY, February 20, 1865. 
General BRAXTON BRAGG: 


Judge Campbell and Brigadier-General Gardner ordered me on yes- 
terday (19th) to send all able bodied prisoners, officers included, to 
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Wilmington for exchange. Colonel Hatch is on his way there. Please 


telegraph Sumner and change orders accordingly. 
go BRADLEY T. JOHNSON, 
Brigadier-General, 


WILMINGTON, February 20, 1865. 


J. A. CAMPBELL, Assistant Secretary of War: 
The enemy have not answered my communication about the exchange 


of prisoners. 
k. F. HOKE, 
Major-General. 


WILMINGTON, February 20, 1865. 


Judge CAMPBELL, Assistant Secretary of War: 


Will attend to prisoners as soon as enemy agree to receive them. 
R. F. HOKE, 
Major-General. 


WILMINGTON, February 20, 1865. 
General B, T. JOHNSON: 
Send no prisoners here. Enemy refuse to receive them. 
Rk. F. HOKE, 
Major-General. 


WILMINGTON, February 20, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. L. S. BAKER, Goldsborough: 
Let no prisoners come here. The enemy refuse to receive them, and 
I send those here to Goldsborough. Two thousand leave this evening. 
R. F. HOKE, 
Major-General. 
FoRKS ROAD, February 20, 1865. 
Major PARKER, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General: 
The enemy declines having anything to do with the Yankee prisoners. 
You must send them away trom Wilmington. 
R. F. HOKE, 
Major-General. 


; CHARLOTTE, February 20, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. B. T. JOHNSON: 

I respectfully advise that you march the prisoners to be exchanged 
to Greensborough and not wait for transportation. 

WM. J. HOKE, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


FLORENCE, [February] 20, 1865. 
General BRAGG: 
The railroad authorities refuse sending trains with Federal prisoners 
to Wilmington. If they cannot be so sent, they must fall into the hands 
of the enemy. 
J. H. WILLIAMS, 
Lieutenant Colonel, Commanding Post. 
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[First indorsement.] 
FEBRUARY 20, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to Major Cameron, chief quartermaster. 
The prisoners are ordered to this point by the War Department, and 
transportation must be afforded. 
By order, &e.: 
FRANCIS 8. PARKER, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


{Second indorsement.] 
OFFICE CHIEF QUARTERMASTER, DEPT. oF N. CAROLINA, 
Wilmington, February 20, 1865. 


Captain Grainger will immediately communicate with the railroad 
authorities and inform them that the prisoners and public stores must 
come forward at once. It is understood that there is ample means of 


transportation for both. 
JNO. W. CAMERON, 
Major and Chief Quartermaster. 


[Third indorsement. } 


Respectfully returned to Major Cameron. 
Captain Drane has gone on this morning, and he promised everything 
should come on at once. I have telegraphed Mr. Grice. 
J. B. GRAINGER, 
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster. 


EXCHANGE BUREAU, Richmond, February 20, 1865. 


Capt. John C. Rutherford, assistant adjutant-general, has been 
directed to proceed to the South for the purpose of providing for the 
delivery of such Federal prisoners as are in Georgia, Alabama, and 
Mississippi, at Mobile. He will deliver them to the Federal commander 
near that place in pursuance of an agreement made between the U. 8. 
authorities and myself. If it is impracticable to deliver them at Mobile, 
such point near to the same as may be convenient can be selected, with 
the assent of the Federal military authorities at such place. Only 
able-bodied persons are to be sent under this arrangement. He will 
use his best judgment as to invalids, sending them here when it is 
practicable. It is desirable, however, to deliver as many as he can at 
Mobile, of such as can well bear transportation. This arrangement is 
intended to include such Federal prisoners as are in the custody of 
military commanders in the field. 

RO, OULD, 


Agent of Exchange. 


WYTHEVILLE, VA., February 20, 1865. 


Maj. J. STODDARD JOHNSTON, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Masor: The lively sense that since the event we have entertained 
of the kindness and courtesy shown us by Major-General Stoneman on 
the occasion of our.capture by the U.S. forces under his command at 
Bristol, Tenn., on the morning of the 14th of December last, makes all the 
deeper our regret that he should have by unworthy impugning Jn his 
communication to you our honor as gentlemen, destroyed the favorable 
impression then created. Since he has thought proper to descend from 
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his position of a magnanimous foe to cast upon us reflections that sully 
our honor as his peers in all that constitutes the gentleman, we feel it 
due to ourselves that we should meet his assertions with a plain and 
truthful statement with the hope that incorrect information has been 
the cause of this descent, and that when the truths here stated are 
presented to him he will be convinced of his error. 

As you are aware, we were captured on the 14th of December, 1864, 
between the hours of 2 and4a.m. We were confined under guard 
until 10 o’clock p. m. of that day, when it was announced by a Confed- 
erate officer that General Stoneman was prepared to parole all medical 
and staff officers then present to report at Knoxville, Tenn., on the 
20th of said month. Weremonstrated against the limited time allowed 
for us to reach Knoxville and asked for transportation. The reply of 
the general was (which we can substantiate beyond a doubt) that he 
did not require us to report upon the very day specified in the parole, 
but expected us to be as prompt as circumstances would admit. <As to 
transportation, we were at liberty to collect horses abandoned in the 
raid, which by a little rest and feed would be able to take us to Knox- 
ville. We also applied to him for protection while en route in com- 
pliance with the conditions of our parole. This was at first refused, 
but subsequently we were informed that Colonel O’Neal, of the Fifty- 
fifth Regiment Kentucky (Federal) Volunteers, would return to Bean’s 
Station the next morning (15th), and all who were prepared could 
accompany him. But even of this privilege some of us were ignorant, 
to the moment of his departure, and were thus unable to avail our- 
selves of the means of protection. The country in the vicinity of Bris- 
tol was then infested with bushwhackers and stragglers from all 
quarters, and everything was in a state of confusion, alarm, and uneasi- 
ness. Was it but natural then that those of us who have families to 
leave, with but the slightest protection in all this excitement, and 
among entire strangers, too, were willing to take the chances byremain- 
ing of being robbed, plundered, and even murdered on the way, in 
order to place them in a more secure and comfortable situation? We 
did nothing more than this, and the very moment we had thus located 
them and procured our horses we took up the line of march to Knox- 
ville. All arrangements were made by the 17th, and on the morning 
of the 18th we started on our journey. 

It appears that General Stoneman is laboring under the impression, 
which is false, that we remained at Bristol until the reoccupation of 
the country by the C. S. forces, and long after the time had expired in 
which we were required to report. When we set out for Knoxville we 
had sufficient time to reach there had we not been prevented. The 
C. S. troops did not occupy the country through which we had to pass 
for ten days after the raid, consequently it was impossible for us to 
have been recaptured by the ©. 8. forces proper; but when we had pro- 
ceeded as far as Blountsville, Tenn., we were arrested by a company of 
scouts under Captain Bachman, Provisional Army, C. S., which body of 
men had never left Tennessee from the time the raid began, but had 
remained in rear of the enemy, harassing and annoying them whenever 
they could. We protested against our detention and requested Captain 
B, to allow us to proceed, but tono purpose. He brought us to Bristol 
under guard, where we were released with the understanding that we 
would report to General Breckinridge, commanding Department of 
Southwest Virginia and East Tennessee. 

You will see by the wording of our passes, a copy of which is here- 
with inclosed, that we were allowed an indefinite time in which to com- 
ply with the requirements of our parole, and no blame should have been 
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attached had we remained even longer than we did. We have acted in 
good faith and honorably attempted to comply with the intentions of 
Major-General Stoneman’s courtesy, and can but regret the parole he 
gave us and th® course our Government has forced us to take regarding 
it has given occasion to that high functionary to threaten less suavity 
Ake gy officers under similar circumstances of capture in the 
uture. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
BENJ, GILLESPIE, 
Surgeon, Provisional Army, OQ. 8. 
WILLIAM JOHNSON, 
‘Captain and Assistant Quartermaster. 
G. 8. FEENY, 
Second Lieutenant, Provisional Army, C. 8. 


GENERAL ORDERS, . HDQRs. DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST, 
No. 17. New York City, February 21, 1865. 


I. The following general order will replace General Orders, No. 14, 
from these headquarters: 

II. Before a military commission which convened at Fort Lafayette, 
N.Y. Harbor, and at New York City, by virtue of Special Orders, Nos. 
14 and 42, current series, from these headquarters, of January 17 and 
February 17, 1865, and of which Brig. Gen. Fitz Henry Warren, U.S. 
Volunteers, is president, was arraigned and tried— 


John Y. Beall. 
CHARGE I: Violation of the law of war. 


Specification 1.—In this, that John Y. Beall, a citizen of the insurgent State of Vir- 
ginia, did, on or about the 19th day of September, 1864, at or near Kelley’s Island, in 
the State of Ohio, without lawful authority, and by force of arms, seize and capture 
the steam-boat Philo Parsons. 

Specification 2.—In this, that John Y. Beall, a citizen of the insurgent State of Vir- 
inia, did, on or about the 19th day of September, 1864, at or near Middle Bass 
sland, in the State of Ohio, without lawful authority, and by force of arms, seize, 

capture, and sink the steam-boat Island Queen. 

Specification 3.—-In this, that John Y. Beall, a citizen of the insurgent State of Vir- 
ginia, was found acting as a spy at or near Kelley’s Island, in the State of Ohio, on 
or about the 19th day of September, 1864. 

Specification 4.—In this, that John Y. Beall, a citizen of the insurgent State of 
Virginia, was found acting as a spy, on or about the 19th day of September, 1864, at 
or near Middle Bass Island, in the State of Ohio. 

Specification 6 —In this, that John Y. Beall, a citizen of the insurgent State of 
Virginia, was found acting as a spy, on or about the 16th day of December, 1864, at 
or near Suspension Bridge, in the State of New York. 

Specification 6.—In this, that John Y. Beall, a citizen of the insurgent State of 
Virginia, being without lawful authority, and for unlawful purposes, in the State of 
New York, did, in the said State of New York, undertake to carry on irregular and 
unlawful warfare, as a guerrilla, and, in the execution of said undertaking, attempt 
to destroy the lives and property of the peaceable and unoffending inhabitants 
of said State, and of persons therein traveling, by throwing a train of cars, and 
the passengers in said cars, from the railroad track, on the railroad between 
Dunkirk and Buffalo, by placing obstructions across the said track. 

All this in said State of New York, and on or about the 15th day of December, 
1864, at or near Buffalo. 


CHarGE II: Acting as a spy. 
Specification 1.—In this, that John Y. Beall,a citizen of the insurgent State of 


Virginia, was found acting as a spy, in the State of Ohio, at or near Kelley’s Island, 


on or about the 19th day of September, 1864. 
Specification 2.—In this, that John Y. Beall,a citizen of the insurgent State of 
Virginia, was found acting as a xpy, in the State of Ohio, on or about the 19th day 


of September, 1864, at or near Middle Bass Island, 
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Specification 3.—In this, that John Y. Beall, a citizen of the insurgent State of 
Virginia, was found acting as a spy, in the State of New York, at or near Suspen- 
sion Bridge, on or about the 16th day of September, 1864. : 

To which charges and specifications the accused pleaded not guilty. 


FINDING. 


Of the first specification, first charge, guilty. 

Of the second specification, first charge, guilty. 

Of the third specification, first charge, guilty. 

Of the fourth specification, first charge, guilty. 

Of the fifth specification, first charge, guilty. 

Of the sixth specification, first charge, guilty. 

Of the first charge, guilt;. 

Of the first specification, second charge, guilty. 

Of the second specification, second charge, guilty. 

Of the third specification, second charge, not guilty as to the day averred, but 
guilty of acting as a spy, at or near Suspension Bridge, in the State of New York, on 
or about December 16, 1864. 

Of the second charge, guilty. 


SENTENCE. 


And the commission does therefore sentence him, the said John Y. Beall, to be 
hanged by the neck until dead, at such time and place as the general in command 
of the department may direct, two-thirds of the members concurring therein. 


III. In reviewing the proceedings of the court, the circumstances on 
which the charges are founded, and the questions of law raised on the 
trial, the major-general commanding has given the most earnest and 
careful consideration to them all. 

The testimony shows that the accused, while holding a commission 
from the authorities at Richmond as acting master in the Navy of the 
insurgent States, embarked at Sandwich, in Canada, on board the 
Philo Parsons, an unarmed steamer, while on one of her regular trips, 
carrying passengers and freight from Detroit, in the State of Michigan, 
to Sandusky, in the State of Ohio. The captain had been induced by 
Burley, one of the confederates of the accused, to Jand at Sandwich, 
which was not one of the regular stopping places of the steamer, for 
the purpose of receiving them. Here the accused and two others took 
passage. At Malden, another Canadian port, aud one of the regular 
stopping places, about twenty-five more came on board. The accused 
was in citizen’s dress, showing no insignia of his rank or profession, 
embarking as an ordinary passenger, and representing himself to be on 
a pleasure trip to Kelley’s Island, in Lake Erie, within the jurisdiction 
of the State of Ohio. 

After eight hours, he and his associates, arming themselves with 
revolvers and hand-axes, brought surreptitiously on board, rose on the 
crew, took possession of the steamer, threw overboard part of the 
freight, and robbed the clerk of the money in his charge—putting all 
on board under duress. Later in the evening he and his party took 
possession of another unarmed steamer (the [sland Queen), scuttled 
her, and set her adrift on the lake. These transactions occurred within 
the jurisdiction of the State of Ohio on the 19th day of September, 1864. 

On the 16th day of December, 1864, the accused was arrested, near 
the Suspension Bridge over the Niagara River, within the State of 
New York. The testimony shows that he and two officers of the Army 
of the insurgent States—Colonel Martin and Lieutenant Headley— 
with two other Confederates, had made an unsuccessful attempt, under 
the direction of the first named officer, to throw the passenger train 
coming from the West to Buffalo off the railroad track, for the pur- 
pose of robbing the express company. It is further shown that this 
was the third attempt in which the accused was concerned to accom- 
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plish the same object; that between two of these attempts the party, 
Including the accused, went to Canada and returned, and that they 
were on their way back to Canada when he was arrested. In these 
transactions, as in that on Lake Erie, the accused, though holding a 
commission from the insurgent authorities at Richmond, was in dis- 
guise, procuring information, with the intention of using it, as he sub- 
sequently did, to inflict injury upon unarmed citizens of the United 
States and their private property. 

The substance of the charges against the accused is that he was 
acting as a spy, and carrying on irregular or guerrilla warfare against 
the United States; in other words, that he was acting in the twofold 
character of a spy and a guerrillero. He was found guilty of both 
charges and sentenced to death, and the major-general commanding 
fully concurs in the judgment of the court. In all the transactions 
with which he was implicated—in one as a chief, and in the others as 
a subordinate agent—he was not only acting the part of a spy, in pro- 
curing information to be used for hostile purposes, but he was also 
committing acts condemned by the common judgment and the common 
conscience of all civilized States, except when done in open warfare, by 
avowed enemies. Throughout these transactions he was not only in 
disguise, but personating a false character. 

It is not at all essential to the purpose of sustaining the finding of 
the court, and yet it is not inappropriate to state as an indication of 
the animus of the accused and his confederates, that, the attempts to 
throw the railroad train off the track were made at night when the 
obstruction would be less likely than in the daytime to be noticed by 
the engineer or conductor, thus putting in peril the lives of hundreds 
of men, women, and children. In these attempts three officers, holding 
commissions in the military service of the insurgent States, were con- 
cerned. The accused is shown by the testimony to be a man of educa- 
tion and refinement, and it is difficult to account for his agency in 
transactions so abhorrent to the moral sense and so inconsistent with 
all the rules of honorable warfare. 

The accused, in justification of the transaction on Lake Erie, pro- 
duced the manifesto of Jefferson Davis, assuming the responsibility of 
the act and declaring that it was done by his authority. It is hardly 
necessary to say that no such assumption can sanction an act not war- 
ranted by the laws of civilized warfare. If Mr. Davis were at the head 
of an independent Government, recognized as such by other nations, 
he would have no power to sanction what the usage of civilized States 
has condemned. The Government of the United States, from a desire 
to mitigate the asperities of war, has given to the insurgents of the 
South the benefit of the rules which govern sovereign States in the con- 
duct of hostilities with each other, and any violation of those rules 
should, for the sake of good order here and the cause of humanity 
throughout the world, be visited with the severest penalty. War, under 
its mildest aspects, is the heaviest calamity that can befall our race; 
and he who, in a spirit of revenge or with lawless violence, transcends 
the limits to which it is restricted by the common behest of all Christian 
communities should receive the punishment which the common voice 
has declared to be due to the crime. The major-general commanding 
feels that a want of firmness and inflexibility on his part in executing 
the sentence of death in such a case would be an offense against the 
outraged civilization and humanity of the age. ; 

It is hereby ordered that John Y. Beall be hanged by the neck till 
he is dead, on Governor’s Island, on Friday, the 24th day of February, 
instant, between the hours of 1 m. and 2 in the afternoon. 
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The commanding officer at Fort Columbus is charged with the execu- 
tion of this order. 
By command of Major-General Dix: 
D. T. VAN BUREN, 
Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE HAST, 
New York City, February 21, 1865. 
COMMANDING OFFICER Fort CoLumBus, New York Harbor: 

The major-general commanding the department directs me to inform 
you that the sentence pronounced in the case of John Y. Beall, viz, ‘‘to 
be hanged by the neck until dead,” will be duly carried into execution 
at Fort Columbus, N. Y. Harbor, on Friday, the 24th instant, between 
the hours of 12 m. and 2 p. m., and that you are duly charged with the 
execution of the same. 

This communication will be handed to you by Capt. Wright Rives, 
aide-de-camp, who will communicate the same to Mr. Beall. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. T. VAN BUREN, 
Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS C.S. ARMIES, February 21, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT, Commanding U. S. Armies: 


GENERAL: I am informed by the Secretary of War, to whom the 
proposition relative to citizen prisoners contained in your letter of the 
16th instant was submitted, that our commissioners of exchange have 
already received instructions to effect an arrangement with those of 
the United States similar to that proposed by you. And I am also 
informed that it is intended that the release of citizen prisoners held 
by the Confederate authorities shall immediately follow the exchange 
of military prisoners now in progress. This fact renders it unnecessary 
to reply more fully to your specific question with reference to the pris- 
oners referred to in your letter, and I hope there will be no difficulty 
in relieving all such prisoners on both sides. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 


37 BLEECKER STREET, New York, February 21, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, Chief of Staff U. 8. Army: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to forward the petition of General Beall 
to be relieved from the internal revenue tax of 2 cents per pound on the 
cotton received from Mobile under the arrangement between Lieutenant- 
General Grant and Judge Ould, with the correspondence of Mr. Com- 
missioner Lewis and Messrs. Duncan, Sherman & Co. on that subject. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. EK. PAINE, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


{Indorsement. ] 


Submitted to Secretary of War. No action. 


H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, 
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, 75 MuRRAY STREET, New York, February 20, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. E. Paine, U. 8. Volunteers, Present: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose copy of correspondence 
between my agents, Duncan, Sherman & Co., and the Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue, in reference to the tax claimed on the 830 bales of 
cotton transported from Mobile by the United States under the late 
agreement between General Grant and Colonel Ould, and to respect- 
fully request that, the cotton being received in a Southern port and 
transported by the United States to this port, I be not required to pay 
the usual tax of 2 cents per pound. This, I think, the Government 
of the United States will agree to, and respectfully request that you 
lay the matter before the proper authorities. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. N. R. “BEALL, 
Brigadier-General, Provisional Army, O. 8., 
Paroled Prisoner of War and Agent to Supply Prisoners of War. 


[Sub-inclosure No. 1.] 


NEw York, February 1, 1865. 
Hon. JOSEPH J. LEWIS, 
Commissioner Internal Revenue, Washingon, D. C.: 

Sir: There has been delivered to our care, for realization, 830 bales 
of cotton, brought from Mobile by the U.S. steamship Atlanta, under 
charge of Captain Noyes, of General Granger’s staff, consigned to 
Brigadier-General Beall, agent for the relief of the prisoners of war at 
present held by the United States, by whom the same was handed over 
to us. The assessor of internal revenue has notified us to pay a tax of 
2 cents per pound thereupon. This cotton has been sent by permission 
of and through the U.S. authorities, and the officers of custom have 
made no claim upon the same. We therefore submit whether General 
Beall shall be called on to pay the said tax of 2 cents per pound. 
Favor us with an early reply to the present, and oblige, 


Your most obedient servants, 
DUNCAN, SHERMAN & CO. 


[Sub-inclosure No. 2.] 


TREASURY DEpPt?., OFFICE INTERNAL REVENUE, 
Washington, February 3, 1865. 


Messrs. DUNCAN, SHERMAN & Co., 
Bankers, New York, N. Y.: 

GENTLEMEN: I reply to your letter of February 1, in relation to 
830 bales of cotton brought from Mobile, the section 177 of the act of 
June 30, 1864, provides that— 

Whenever any cotton, the product of the United States, shall arrive at any port 
of the United States from any State in insurrection against the Government, the 
assessor or assistant assessor shall immediately assess the taxes due thereon, and 
without delay return the same to the collector or deputy collector of the district, 
who shall demand of the owner, or other person having charge of such cotton, the 
tax, unless evidence of previous payment shall be produced. 

I do not see that under this provision the assessor or collector, or this 
office, have any discretion in the matter except to assess and collect 
the tax. No cotton comes into onr military lines unless by permission 
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of and through the U. 8. authorities, and therefore the present case 
does not differ in that respect from any other. 
Very respectfully, JOSEPH J, LEWIS, 
Commissioner. 


75 MuRRAY STREET, New York, February 21, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. B. Paine, U.S. Volunteers, Present: 

I have the honor to request that if you have not forwarded the appli. 
cation to have me released from the 2 cents internal revenue on the 
cotton, I would ask that you state that no impost duty is charged on 
supplies received from the United States in the South for the benefit 
of Federal prisoners under the late arrangement. Also, I inclose to be 
forwarded a communication for commanding officers at Camp Morton 
aud Camp Douglas, and Alton, Ill. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. N. R. BEALL, 
Brigadier-General, Provisional Army, C. 8., 
Paroled Prisoner of War and Agent to Supply Prisoners of War. 


HUNTSVILLE, February 21, 1865. 
Major-General THOMAS: 

General Roddey wishes to know when the prisoners of his command 
will be sent to Decatur for exchange. He is ready to exchange an 
equal number of our men for them. 

R. S. GRANGER, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
FOURTH SEPARATE BRIGADE, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, Fla., February 21, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. SAM. JONES, 
Commanding Confederate Forces in Florida: 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 17th instant is received. I cannot 
make the desired exchange because the matter is not within my prov- 
ince save in extraordinary cases, and this is not one. Ordinarily we 
cannot receive parties in transit without special permission from the 
War Department, but I think the circumstances of this case will justify 
my assent, and it is therefore given. 

I am, very respectfully, and truly, yours, 
BK. P. SCAMMON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF VICKSBURG, 
Vicksburg, Miss., February 21, 1865. 

It is stipulated between Brig. Gen. Morgan L. Smith, U. 8. Army, 
commanding District of Vicksburg, and Col. N. G. Watts, and Lieut. 
mar H. A, M. Henderson, of the Confederate Exchange Bureau, as 
OLLOWS: 

First. Three thousand prisoners confined or captured within the limits 
of the Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana shall 
be placed upon their paroles of honor and brought to a camp established 
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near the city of Vicksburg, and there remain at the expense of the 
United States Government for forty days, or less if properly exchan ged. 
If unavoidable delay should occur in the delivery of Confederate 
prisoners, the time may be extended a short period. The camp of the 
prisoners is to be denominated a parole camp, and it shall be*properly 
guarded by the U.S. troops; over it shall wave a flag of truce, and the 
camp to be inviolate to the operations of the United States or the 
Confederate States. The exchange agents of the Confederate States 
and parties to this stipulation are to be allowed to remain at this camp 
and conduct the interest of the Confederate States in this proposed 
exchange. 

Second. Brigadier-General Smith shall take immediate steps to have 
an equal number of officers and men prisoners of war of the United 
States forwarded to Vicksburg for the exchange of the prisoners referred 
to in the first clause of this stipulation. The prisoners shall be released 
in the following order: 

(1) Those captured by the U.S. forces within the Departmeut of Ala- 
bama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana. 

(2) Those belonging to the cavalry command of Major-General For- 
rest, wherever captured. 

(3) In the event that the foregoing clauses do not cover the number 
stipulated for exchange, that prisoners be forwarded belonging to the 
Army of Tennessee, commanded successively by General Bragg, Gen- 
eral Johnston, General Hood, and now by General Taylor. These pris- 
oners shall be guarded by U.S. forces to Big Black, and then turned 
over to the C. 8. forces. When the delivery is effected the agents of 
exchange of the Confederate States will furnish such a paper as will 
justify the publication of an order of exchange by the U.S. authorities, 
and a similar paper shall be furnished by the U. S. authorities concern- 
ing the Confederate soldiers delivered. 

Third. This exchange to be conducted rank for rank and man for 
man. 

Fourth. General Smith stipulates upon the part of the United States 
that the prisoners of war included in this agreement shall be held 
strictly under terms, and acknowledges that the prisoners stipulated 
for are in actual custody, and under whatever conditions until regu- 
larly exchanged, as prisoners of war. No order, circular, or other 
paper shall declare them exchanged, nor under any possible circum- 
stances shall they return to service without the full approval of the 
officers who stipulate in behalf of the Confederate States, subject to 
the approval of competent superior authority. 

M. L. SMITH, 
Brigadier. General, 
We accept the above agreement without further reference. 
N. G. WATTS, 
Colonel and Agent of Exchange. 
H. A. M. HENDERSON, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Agent of Hachange. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES, 
February 21, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 
Commanding Armies of the United States: 
GENERAL: I am informed by the Secretary of War of the Confed- 
erate States that General Schofield refuses to receive the prisoners 
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sent to Wilmington for-exchange according to the agreement entered 
into with Commissioner Ould by yourself. This will cause great hard- 
ship to these prisoners, as they will have to be marched across the 
country without adequate provision for their subsistence or comfort. 
On the score of humanity I would ask that General Schofield be 
instructed to receive them in accordance with the agreement on the 
faith of which they were sent to Wilmington. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 


Hpers. Dept. oF NoRTH CAROLINA, ARMY OF THE OGIO, 
Wilmington, N. 0., February 21, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. R. F. HOKE, 
Commanding CO. S. Forces, Wilmington, N. O.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of the 19th instant, proposing to deliver to me 2,500 pris- 
oners which have been set apart for exchange at Wilmington. I pre- 
sume this proposition is based upon some new arrangement for the 
exchange of prisoners of which I have not been officially informed. 
Please inform me on what terms you propose to deliver the prisoners. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
hichmond, Va., February 21, 1865. 
General R, E. LEE, Commanding: 

General Bragg telegraphs that Schofield refuses to receive prisoners 
at Wilmington. This is contrary to agreement with General Grant and 
occasions inconvenience and delay. 

J. C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS, February 21, 1865. 
Hon. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE, Secretary of War: 
Have telegraphed Bragg to urge reception of prisoners according to 
agreement and have written to General Grant. 
R. E. LEE. 


WILMINGTON, February 21, 1865. 
General CooPER: 


GENERAL: The Federal commander refuses to receive prisoners or 
to entertain any proposition in regard to them. On the contrary, he 
seems to avail himself of their presence to push his operations, and 
General Hoke was compelled to move them to the rear. No more 
should be sent for the present. 


BRAXTON BRAGG. 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
February 21, 1865. 
General B. BRAGG: Minot 
I suggest you inform General Schofield that the arrangement for 
reception of prisoners at Wilmington was made by General Grant, and 
that his refusal will subject them to great suffering, as they will have 
to be marched through the country ill-provided. 
R. E. LEE, 


RALEIGH, February 21, 1865. 
General 8S. CooPER: 


The Federal authorities in Wilmington refuse to receive the prisoners. 
What shall I do with those here? 
T. H. HOLMES, 
Lieutenant-General. 


RALEIGH, February 21, 1865. 
General COOPER: 


Federal prisoners (officers) have been returned to Danville. Federal 
authorities refuse to receive them at Wilmington. Say they must be 
delivered at Richmond. 

T. H. HOLMES. 


SALISBURY, N.C., February 21, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. W. M. GARDNER, Richmond: 
Major-General Hoke telegraphs me from Wilmington February 20 
that Federal authorities refuse to receive prisoners. Iam still sending 
them on as fast as possible. I shall probably have to march them to 


Greensborough. 
BRADLEY T. JOHNSON, 
Brigadier- General. 


GREENSBOROUGH, February 21, 1865. 
Brigadier-General JOHNSON: 

All prisoners have gone. Trains will all be sent to Goldsborough for 
troops. Prisoners can be put on them as they return, and it will then 
be unnecessary to transship here. 

MASON MORFIT, 


Major. 


GREENSBOROUGH, February 21, 1865. 


General JOHNSON: 
I have received orders from General Holmes to send no more pris- 
oners to Wilmington. Federal authorities refuse to receive them. 
J. C, HOLMES, 
Major, &ec. 


288 PRISONERS OF WAR AND STATE, ETC. 


SALISBURY, February 21, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. RoBERT F. HoKE, Wilmington, N. C.: 

The Secretary of War has sent me repeated orders to send prisoners 
to Wilmington. Captain Hatch, agent for exchange, will be there, rf 
suppose by agreement with the Federal authorities. 

BRADLEY T. JOHNSON, 
Brigadier- General. 


GOLDSBOROUGH, February 21, 1865. 
General BRAGG: 

Have seen dispatch of President Davis to you. Please direct Gen- 
eral Holmes to stop prisoners at Raleigh, unless it is certain an ex- 
change can be effected. The moving them to and fro takes up the 
transportation and prevents the moving away the supplies which have 
accumulated at this point. 

L. 8S. BAKER, 
Brigadier- General. 


GOLDSBOROUGH, February 21, 1865. 
General BRAGG: 

Colonel Hatch telegraphs that he has Grant’s order for exchange 
of prisoners at Wilmington. He wishes to go immediately through to 
Wilmington. Is it worth while for him to goon? Answer as soon as 
possible . 

L. S. BAKER, 
Brigadier- General. 


FEBRUARY 21, 1865. 
General L. S. BAKER: 


Colonel Hatch must not come. 
BRAXTON BRAGG. 


WILMINGTON, February 21, 1865. 
Colonel HATCH, Agent for Exchange: 
(Care of General Baker, Goldsborough.) 

No prisoners should be brought this side of Goldsborough. The 
Federal commander refuses to entertain any proposition in regard to 
them, and avails himself of our embarrassment to push his operations. 
We are obliged to send away what we have. 

BRAXTON BRAGG. 


GOLDSBOROUGH, February 21, 1865. 
General BRAGG: ’ Y «dy 


Shall I send prisoners back to Salisbury this evening? 
L. 8S. BAKER, 
Brigadier- General. 


GOLDSBOROUGH, February 21, 1865. 
[General BRADLEY T. JOHNSON], Commanding Officer : 
Send [no] more Federal prisoners to this point for the present. The 
Yankees at Wilmington refuse to receive them. 
L. S. BAKER, 
Brigadier- General. 
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City Pornt, VA., February 22, 1865—7.30 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALeck, Chief of Staff: 
Please order General Gillmore to send here all rebel prisoners in his 
department for exchange. 
U. S. GRANT, 
Ineutenant-General, 


City Point, VA., February 22, 1865—7.30 p.m. 
Brig. Gen. W. HOFFMAN, Commissary-General of Prisoners: 

Please send for exchange all naval prisoners at Fort Lafayette and 
Fort Delaware. If Campbell and Marr have not been sent from John- 
son’s Island, have them sent forward at once. Some 15,000 of our 
prisoners will be received within the next six days, taking all in Vir- 
ginia and North Carolina and those that were in South Carolina. 

|B a 9 Fh 
Lieutenant- General. 


City Pont, VA., February 22, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. J. M. SCHOFIELD, Fort Fisher: 

General Lee reports to me to-day that you refused to receive our 
prisoners sent by him to Wilmington for exchange. I informed him in 
reply that you had not probably received my directions at that date. 
You will please receive all prisoners that the rebels may have to deliver 
to you and forward them to Annapolis. They were sent to Wilmington 
by special agreement, and should they fall into our hands by the for- 
tunes of war, we should still be in honor bound to regard them as 
delivered to us by the enemy. 

U. 8. GRANT, 


Lieutenant-General. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., February 22, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, Chief of Staff, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: In reference to the matter of supplying clothing to rebel 
prisoners by General Beall, as mentioned in the letter of Lieutenant- 
General Grant, referred to me on the 20th instant and received last 
evening, I have the honor to state that the rolls of those prisoners who 
desire to be exchanged at the several camps are already far advanced, 
and those who decline to be exchanged have already so expressed 
themselves, and it is not therefore probable that clothing will be dis- 
tributed by General Beall’s representatives to any but those who are to 
be immediately exchanged. 

The number who decline to be exchanged will, I think, more than 
balance the excess of prisoners in our hands over those held by the 
enemy, and I presume Lieutenant-General Grant’s letter is not to be 
understood as directing that blankets shall be taken from prisoners 
who wish to be exchanged and given to those who desire to take the 
oath of allegiance. 

As far as practicable the instructions of Lieutenant-General Grant 
shall be carried out. aa Hone fy ! 

I am, general, very respectfu our obedient servant, 
um EAE aS) Eps W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. 8S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 
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City Point, VA., February 22, 1865. 
General R. E. LEE, 
Commanding Armies of the Confederate States: 

Your communication of this date, relating to the refusal of Major. 
General Schofield to receive Federal prisoners sent to Wilmington for 
exchange, is received, and in answer thereto I have to state that Gen- 
eral Schofield was on the 20th instant informed and directed as follows: 
That the Confederate authorities would deliver a large number of our 
prisoners to us near Wilmington during the present and ensuing weeks, 
and that if our agent of exchange was not there to receive them and 
send them to Annapolis, At the date of his refusal to receive them, 
concerning which you write, it is not probable these instructions had 
reached him, but unless something unusual happened to the vessel that 
carried them, they have reached him by this time. These instructions 
will be repeated. I have therefore to request that the prisoners be 
kept in the vicinity of Wilmington, for nothing on our side shall pre- 
vent their being received in accordance with my agreement with Judge 
Ould. 

U. 8. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS C. S. FORCES, 
In the Field, February 22, 1865. 
COMMANDING GENERAL U.S. ForcEs, Wilmington, N. C.: 

Sir: I beg leave to call your attention again to the condition of the 
Federal prisoners in my hands, and to urge upon you in the name of 
humanity to consent to their delivery. Unexpectedly accumulated 
here in large numbers, under the agreement of both Governments, 
they have been subjected to great suffering and considerable mortality 
by the delay. The assistant agent of exchange of the Confederate 
Government is near at hand with copies of the agreement and instruc- 
tions, ready to proceed to the execution of the duty. A further post- 
ponement will be attended with still greater suffering, which the 
Confederate Government cannot prevent. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. F. HOKE, 
Major-General. 


WASHINGTON, D. O., February 22, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. R. 8S. GRANGER, 
Comdg. District of Northern Alabama, Decatur, Ala.: 
GENERAL: In reply to your letter of the 10th instant requesting that 
the prisoners of war belouging to General Roddey’s command, now in 
eur hands, may be forwarded to Decatur for exchange, I have the 
honor to inform you that those prisoners are distributed at the several 
camps in the West, and it will be impossible to collect them together 
without an examination of all the rolls in this office of the prisoners 
held in those camps, which it is at this time impossible to make. 
Before such an examination could be made all or most of the prisoners 
searched for would probably have been delivered for exchange at 
City Point, Va. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
, W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. 8. Army, Commissary- General of Prisoners. 
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LOUISVILLE, Ky., February 22, 1865. 
Capt. W. T. Haxrz, : agi 


Asst. Adjt. Gen. to Oom. Gen. of Prisoners, Washington, D. C.: 


_ Capratn: The object of my telegram of the 18th instant was to 
Inquire whether prisoners of war under charges and held for trial at 
this place, but not in irons or in close confinement, are comprehended 
in the spirit of General Orders, No. 6, current series, War Depart- 
ment, Adjutant-General’s Office, not coming within the letter of the 
order. There are in this prison at the present time the following 
prisoners belonging to this class: A. D. Braswell, private, Company 
O, Eighth Kentucky (rebel) Cavalry, captured in Overton County, 
Tenn., April 19, 1864, charged with murder of two Federal soldiers 
after surrender; Milton Dotson, private, Company C., Perrin’s Mis- 
sissippi cavalry, captured at Powder Springs, Ga., November 4, 1864, 
who was returned from Camp Douglas to be held subject to the orders 
of Major-General Thomas, with a view of his being executed in retal- 
iation for the murder of two Federal soldiers by Dotson’s command; 
James M. Jones, private, Company E, Third Kentucky (rebel) Cavalry, 
captured in Morgan County, Ky., November 25, 1863, charged with 
being a guerrilla; Jesse Thorp, alias Tillett, private, Company A, First 
Kentucky (rebel) Battalion of Cavalry, captured at Kingsport, Tenn., 
December 13, 1864, charged with violation of his oath. Should they be 
forwarded to Colonel Mulford at Fortress Monroe? 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

STEPHEN E. JONES, 
Captain and Additional Aide-de-Camp. 


U.S. Min. Prison, Gratiot STREET, HospiTaL DEPT., 
Saint Louis, Mo., February 22, 1865. 


Col. J. H. BAKER, 
Provost-Marshal-General, Department of the Missouri: 


Sir: I have the honor to report that on the 21st instant Robert 
Reed, a prisoner of war and a patient in Ward A of this hospital, while 
standing before one of the windows facing the west, was shot by one 
of the guards, the ball passing through the right leg and producing a 
compound comminuted fracture of the tibia and fibula, necessitating 
ainputation of the same below the knee. The ball in its course passed 
within a few inches of Corporal Ray, of the Veteran Reserve Corps, on 
duty inthe ward atthetime. Notwithstanding repeated remonstrances 
against this practice of indiscriminately shooting through the hospital 
windows, it is stubbornly persisted in, at the risk of every one in the 
hospital ward. But only this morning, after the painful disaster of 
yesterday, one of the guards at the same post drew up his gun to fire 
at Hospital Steward Leslie, at the time engaged in lowering the win- 
dow for the purpose of ventilation. Upon an informal investigation it 
is denied by the officers of the prison that any orders have been issued 
sustaining the shooting through the windows, unless a demonstra- 
tion to break through or escape is attempted; whereas the guards to 
the number of three or four, and especially the one who shot the pris- 
oner yesterday, stoutly and persistently insists that he conformed 
strictly to the orders received trom his superior officers, and that he 
was instructed to shoot any one approaching the window, and espe- 
cially should one or more approach the window at the same time. It 
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will be remembered that with the windows closed it is an utter impos- 
sibility from without on the post occupied by the guard to discriminate 
between parties inside the window. An officer of the hospital or 
attendant while on duty in the ward is just as likely to become the 
victim as a prisoner. The fact that the orders as understood by the 
guard and that claimed as coming from the commanding officer of the 
prison conflict so much in their essential wording and construction 
demonstrates a laxity of discipline, an unpardonable and barbarous 
recklessness of life and limb, demanding a speedy and signal reforma- 
tion. I have the honor to inclose report of Captain Allen’s orders, &c. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEO. REX, 
Surgeon, U. 8. Volunteers, in Charge. 


[First indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
OFFICE PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 
Saint Louis, Mo., February 23, 1865. 

Respectfully referred to Lieut. Col. Gust. Heinrichs, superintendent 
and inspector of military prisons, Saint Louis, Mo. 

These instructions to guards are approved. Colonel Heinrichs will 
report, upon examination, whether the guard, in his opinion, fired with- 
out orders and without sufficient reason. 

J. H. BAKER, 
Colonel and Provost-Marshal- General. 


[Second indorsement. ] 


OFFICE SUPT. AND INSPECTOR MILITARY PRISONS, 
Saint Louis, Mo., March 2, 1865. 
Respectfully returned to Col. J. H. Baker, provost-marshal-general. 
The guard seems, from all that I can learn, to have fired without good 
cause; but in exoneration it must be added that there seemed to be a 
misunderstanding in regard to the instructions received by the sentinel 
from the sergeant of the guard. 
GUST. HEINRICHS, 
Ineut. Col., Superintendent and Inspector of Military Prisons. 


{Inclosure.] 


OFFICE GRATIOT STREET MILITARY PRISON, 
Saint Louis, Mo., February 22, 1865. 
Maj. GEORGE REx, 
Surgeon in Charge U. 8. General Prison Hospital: 


MaJor: In reply to your communication of this date I have the 
honor to report that the following instructions are given to the sentinels 
in the alley in the rear of this prison: 

No prisoners are allowed to stand at or sit in the windows at night. 

If a prisoner works on the bars of the windows, and does not leave at 
the command, the sentinel will fire at him. 

The sentinel will not allow any communications, such as letters, 
papers, signs, &c., to be passed to the prisoners. 

If a prisoner tries to break out, over, or through the fences, or in any 
other way, the sentinel will shoot him. 

The sentinel will give alarm immediately in case a fire should break 
out in or near the prison. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; : R. C. ALLEN, 
Captain, Fortieth Missouri Infantry, Commanding Prison. 
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_[FEBRUARY 22 and 23, 1865.—For correspondence between Kilpat- 
rick and Wheeler, relative to the murder of prisoners, see Series I, 
Vol. XLVI, Part I, pp. 860, 861.| 


RICHMOND, February 22, 1865. 
General B. BRAGG, Burgaw: 

Do the U. S. authorities still refuse to receive the prisoners, not 
officers, at Wilmington? If so, should they not be taken off the cars at 
some interior point, that the trains may be used for other transportation? 

JOHN C, BRECKINRIDGE, 
Secretary of War. 


[ FEBRUARY 22, 1865.—F or Campbell to Lee, relative to transportation 
of prisoners, see Series I, Vol. XLVII, Part II, p. 1246.] 


[FEBRUARY 22, 1865.] 
Lieutenant-Colonel HAatcuH, Goldsborough : 
A personal interview with the Federal commander may accomplish 
something upon presentation of your credentials from both Govern- 


ments. 
BRAXTON BRAGG. 


RICHMOND, February 22, 1865. 
General BRAG, Burgaw, N. C.: 

Secretary of War informs me that General Grant is being urged to 
require a compliance with agreement on part of Federal authorities to 
exchange at Wilmington. He directs me to confer with you and not 
to bring them here unless it.is impossible to receive them at Wilmington. 

W. M. GARDNER, 
Brigadier. General. 


RIcHMOND, February 22, 1865. 
General B. T. JOHNSON: 

General Grant has been informed of refusal of Federals at Wilming- 
ton to receive prisoners and has been urged to require it to be done 
according to agreement. General Bragg is also instructed by War 
Department to insist upon it. Don’t send prisoners without further 


orders. 
W. M. GARDNER, 
Brigadier-General. 


GOLDSBOROUGH, February 22, 1865. 
General BRAGG: 
Will it be possible to deliver the Federal prisoners through your 
lines, or shall | return at once to Richmond? Please answer, 
W. H. HATOH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel und Assistant Agent of Huchange. 
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RICHMOND, February 22, 1865. 
General B. BRAGG: . 
It is very important that transportation on the North Carolina Rail- 
road be devoted to supplies. If the prisoners cannot be received by the 
enemy at Wilmington I beg to be informed a early as possible, that no 
transportation may be expended unnecessarily. ; 
4 A. R. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster- General. 


GOLDSBOROUGH, February 22, 1865. 
General JOHNSON: 

Send no more prisoners except upon General Bragg’s order. There 
is no possibility of exchange now, and I can’t take care of them. Stop 
all at Salisbury coming this way. 

L. S. BAKER, 
General. 


GREENSBOROUGH, February 22, 1865. 
Brigadier-General JOHNSON: 
All confusion here about prisoners and the points to which they will 
be sent, but send no more until you hear further from me. 
H. FORNO, 
Colonel, Commanding Prison. 


WASHINGTON, February 23, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT: 

Naval prisoners have been ordered from Forts Lafayette and Dela- 
ware for exchange. All prisoners who are or have been in irons or 
close confinement have been ordered forward for exchange. Shall I 
forward citizens for exchange? 

W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


City Pont, VA., February 23, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM HOFFMAN, Washington: 

You may send forward all citizen prisoners whose homes are within 
the rebel lines and who are not awaiting trial on grave charges, or who 
are not undergoing sentence. After this is done send me a list of cit- 
izen prisoners still held and the charges upon which they are retained. 

U.S. GRANT, 
Tieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE JAMES, 
February 23, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT: 
There are confined in the South a class of prisoners not included in 
the arrangement for exchange of merchant-service men made last week, 
being persons who have been taken on rivers and bays engaged in 
marine pursuits on private account—such as freighters, oyster men, and 
sutler vessels, including officers, crews, and in some cases passengers. 
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The reason why these are not included was on account of my being 
unauthorized to agree to give army equivalents for any excess the enemy 
might hold. 

Mr. Ould now proposes that we release mutually all persons captured 
on the high seas and inland waters without regard to numbers or upon 
the same basis of equivalents agreed upon for Government transport- 
Service men, seamen rating as privates, and the officers a grade or two 
above. This proposition involve: the release of all blockade-runners, 
and would also include the captors of the Chesapeake, &c. Unless 
exceptions in cases of that class were made, I can see no objection, with 
my limited knowledge of this class of persons held by us, to an arrange- 
ment for the relief of those held by the enemy. Our authorities have 
from time to time discharged unconditionally numbers of persons cap- 
tured on board blockade-running vessels. I think, however, there are 
quite a number of this class of prisoners held by us at Forts Delaware, 
Lafayette, and Warren. As these are now the only prisoners who have 
not been arranged for I respectfully call your attention to the subject 
and await instructions. 

Very respectfully, &e., 
JNO. E. MULFORD, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, &e. 


MEDICAL DIRECTOR’S OFFICE, 
MIDDLE DEPARTMENT, EIGHTH ARMY CORPS, 
Baltimore, Ma., February 23, 1865. 


Bvt. Brig. Gen. W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
indorsement on a communication relating to the issue of separate 
rations to the rebel prisoners confined in West’s Buildings U.S. Gen- 
eral Hospital, in this city, and respectfully request your attention to 
the great difficulty which must of necessity arise in the execution of 
your instructions. 

First. The locality of this hospital aud its ample accommodations ren- 
der its occupancy by Union as well as rebel sick and wounded almost an 
absolute necessity. All the sick and wounded that arrive here by water 
are landed at the wharf adjoining it, and all patients transferred North 
take their departure from the depot near it, and bad cases of sick and 
wounded are from necessity admitted here. 
~ Second. The number of Union patients and attendants at the present 
time exceeds the number of rebel prisoners, and in view of the exchange 
now taking place the number of Union patients will be greatly in excess. 

Third. The drawing, issuing, cooking, and serving of separate rations 
will require a material change in the internal arrangements of the 
hospital. 

Fourth. The rebel prisoners treated in this hospital are mostly very 
sick or severely wounded, and require a diet materially differing from 
the prison ration to afford them a fair chance for recovery, and the 
saving on the ration of the limited number treated would at all times 
be insufficient to purchase such articles of diet as are provided for in 
paragraph 6, General Urders, No. 1, of 1865, and no prison fund could 
be accumulated. ; ‘ 

It is therefore respectfully requested that the regulation applied to 
hospitals connected with large prison depots be not applied to this hos- 
pital, and that separate issues, returns, and fund accounts connected 
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with the ration be not required. It has been found practically impos- 
sible to reserve this hospital exclusively for prisoners of war, although 
every effort has been made to do so since it was assigned as a prison 
hospital. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. SIMPSON, 
Surgeon, U. S. Army, Medical Director. 


Saint Louts, Mo., February 23, 1865. 
Capt. R. C. ALLEN, 
Commanding Gratiot Street Prison, Saint Louis, Mo.: 

Sir: It is my particular desire that the following-named prisoners, 
now confined in Gratiot Prison, be placed in separate apartments, so 
that they can neither see nor converse with each other: Edward Frazer, 
John G. Parks, Colonel Fletcher and son, Mr. Noland, Joseph Dillon, 
William Hillard, Hardy Miller, Henry Thorwegan. Should you be 
unable to comply with my request you will immediately notify this 
office, when I will have quarters prepared in Myrtle for those you can- 
not accommodate. I also desire a strict watch to be kept upon Frazer 
and Parks. 

Very respectfully, 
J. H. BAKER, 
Provost-Marshal- General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) HDQRS. DEPT. OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
ARMY OF THE OHIO, 
No. 12. Wilmington, N. C., February 23, 1865. 
I. In accordance with the arrangements made by the proper author- 
ities, a large number of prisoners of war will be received from the 
enemy for exchange at the crossing of Northeast Cape Fear River, 
on the Goldsborough road. Bvt. Brig. Gen. J. C. Abbott is hereby 
appointed special agent to receive and receipt for all prisoners who 
may be delivered to him. 
* * * * * * * 
By command of Major-General Schofield. 
J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS HOKE’s Division, February 23, 1865, 
Maj. Gen. J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding U. 8. Forces, Wilmington: 

GENERAL: I inclose herewith copy of a communication* from Lieut. 
Col. John BE, Mulford, U. 8S. Army, assistant agent for the exchange 
of prisoners, dated 16th instant, in reference to the delivery of Federal 
prisoners of war at Wilmington. 

I am here to carry into effect this agreement on the part of the Con- 
federate authorities, and propose to deliver you without delay, at such 
practicable point as you may designate, about 10,000 Federal prisoners 


* See p. 238. 
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of war. I Suggest, as the most convenient and practicable point for 
this purpose, the railroad bridge over Northeast River. I am ready to 
meet any representative of the U. 8. authorities you may appoint, to 
make the necessary arrangements for the prompt delivery of these 
prisoners. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. H. HATCH, 
C. 8. Assistant Agent of Exchange. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. oF NORTH CAROLINA, ARMY OF THE OHIO, 
Wilmington, N. C., February 23, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. R. F. HOKE, Commanding C. 8S. Forces: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you, in reply to your commu- 
nication of the 22d instant, that I will receive the prisoners of war 
whom you may have to deliver at the crossing of Northeast Cape Fear 
River, on the main road from Wilmington to Goldsborough. Bvt. Brig. 
Gen. J.C. Abbott, U. S. Army, is appointed special agent to receive 
and receipt for the prisoners and will meet your agent at the point 
designated. 

For the reasons stated in your communication, I respectfully request 
that the prisoners may be delivered as soon as practicable. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


(Same, mutatis mutandis, to W. H. Hatch.) 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF NORTH CAROLINA, ARMY OF THE OHIO, 
Wilmington, N. C., February 23, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. A. H. TERRY, 
Comdg. Provisional Forces near Northeast Cape Fear River: 
GENERAL: Stores are being sent out in charge of a commissary to 
issue to our prisoners (expected to arrive) near yourencampment. The 
major-general commanding desires that you arrange to have troops of 
your command cook the rations for the prisoners, that they may have 
food as soon as possible after delivery into our hands. It is found 
impracticable to get rations cooked in any other way. It is trusted the 
troops on the spot will cheerfully do all in their power to alleviate the 
sufferings of these men. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. M. WHERRY, 
Major and Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS, February 23, 1865. 
Hon. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE: 

Where do you wish prisoners conveyed? They should be exchanged 
as soon as possible. If conveyed by rail, interferes with supplies. They 
must march. Officers should be separated from men, and might be 
transported by railroad. Met ree 
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CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., February 23, 1865. 
General R. E. LEE, Commanding, &e. : 
The prisoners will be brought to Richmond, since enemy refuses to 
receive them at other points agreed on. They will march, to give the 


use of our transportation. 
J. C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Secretary of War. 


Hpgrs. ARMIES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES, 
Fobruary 23, 1865. 
General J. C. BRECKINRIDGE, Secretary of War: 

General Grant informs me he had on the 20th instructed General 
Schofield to receive prisoners at Wilmington; thinks he had not received 
instructions when he declined to receive them, but has by this time. 
General Grant will repeat the order, and begs that prisoners be not 
removed from vicinity of Wilmington, as nothing on his part shall pre- 
vent their being received in accordance with his agreement with Judge 
Ould. Ihave notified General Bragg. 

Rk. E. LEE. 


RICHMOND, February 23, 1865. 
General BRAGG, Teachey’s: 
Prisoners to be removed to Richmond if difficulty as to Wilmington 
continues. Wo not encumber railroad transportation. March them 
overland route and under guard. Keep officers separate from men. 
J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., February 23, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General HOLMES, Raleigh, N. C.: . 

Prisoners at Raleigh to be moved to Richmond if difficulty as to 
Wilmington continues. Do not encumber railroad transportation. 
March them overland, convenient routes, under guard. Keep officers 
separate from men. 

J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


(Same, mutatis mutandis, to General B. T. Johnson, Salisbury, N. C.; 
Colonel Forno, Charlotte, N. C.) 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR JEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., February 23, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General HOLMES, Raleigh, N. C.: 
General Grant affirms that prisoners will be received at Wilmington. 
Has renewed orders. Can communicate with General Bragg. 
J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


(Same to Col. Bradley T. Johnson, Salisbury, N. C.; Colonel Forno, 
Charlotte, N.C.) 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
February 23, 1865. 
General BRAXTON BRAGG, Burgaw, N. O0.: 

What arrangements can you make for the prisoners? If conveyance 
by rail will interrupt supplies they must march. If sent to Ridgeway, 
they could march via Clarksville to Danville. Officers should be 
separated from men. 

R. E. LEE. 


BuURGAW, February 23, 1865—11 a. m. 
General R. E. LEE, Army of Northern Virginia: 

I am awaiting arrival of Colonel Hatch, who will soon be here to 
reopen negotiations about prisoners. Will inform you of result. My 
only action in regard to prisoners has been to keep them in my rear. 
Any other movements made have been without my knowledge. 

BRAXTON BRAGG, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
Via Richmond, February 23, 1865. 
General BRAGG: 

General Grant states that on 20th General Schofield was instructed 
to receive prisoners. Would deliver near Wilmington. He thinks 
instructions may not have reached Schofield when he declined to 
receive the prisoners. Will repeat the order, and begs that prisoners 
be not removed from vicinity of Wilmington. General Lee desires, 
therefore, that they be held at some point convenient for the exchange. 

W. H. TAYLOR, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


GREENSBOROUGH, February 23, 1865. 
General JOHNSON: 
Has the train of Federal officers from Charlotte arrived? Please 
send them forward. 
H. FORNO, 


Colonel, de. 


GREENSBOROUGH, February 23, 1865. 
General B. T. JOHNSON: 
Following dispatch just received: 
GOLDSBOROUGH, Iebruary 22, 1865. 


Major CHISMAN, Quartermaster : 
It is impossible for me to open communication with the enemy. Do not send any 
isoners to this place until further orders. 
Brine weak ¥ W. H. HATCH, 


Commissioner of Exchange. 


S. R. CHISMAN, 
Major, de. 
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LEXINGTON, February 23, 1865. 
General JOHNSON: Ane 
Can you send transportation for 500 prisoners here, disable 
é J. V. SYMONS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sixth Regiment. 


[Indorsement. ] 
Captain BooTH: 
Inquire what is the meaning of his dispatch and answer that trans- 
portation cannot be furnished for 500. They must walk, if only six 
miles a day. 


J. K. Mitchell, flag officer, Provisional Navy, C. S., is informed that 
the enemy have planted torpedoes in the James River below Cox’s 
Landing. 

{Indorsement. ] 
FEBRUARY 23, 1865. 

Returned to Honorable Secretary of the Navy. 

Cox’s Landing is below Boulware’s Wharf, where the recent deliver- 
ies have been made. We have never gone below Cox’s Wharf with 
truce boats since Butler’s first occupation of Bermuda Hundred. Since 
that time we have placed torpedoes in the river between Boulware’s 
and Cox’s Wharves. They lie this side of the alleged torpedoes men- 
tioned in this letter. If prisoners are sent below Boulware’s Wharf to 
Cox’s they run the danger of our torpedoes, but in no event do they 
risk anything from those placed in the river by the Federals. If there 
were no torpedoes below Cox’s Wharf we could not use the river, 
because there are obstructions in that neighborhood which prevent the 
passage of boats. In this state of facts is it expedient to say anything 
to the enemy about torpedoes which they have placed below ours? I 
am convinced that all the torpedoes which the enemy have placed 
between Cox’s Wharf and their obstructions are galvanic. 

{RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange.| 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, February 23, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. R. S. EWELL, Commanding Department of Richmond: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report that in accordance with your 
instructions I to-day inspected the hospital for Federal prisoners. 
This is under the charge of Surg. G. W. Semple and is conducted upon 
the same principles as the general ‘Confederate hospitals—the same 
proportion of assistant surgeons, the same rations, &c. All the attend- 
ants, cooks, &c., are Federal prisoners, and as any number can be had 
that are necessary, the hospital has in this particular an advantage 
over the Confederate hospitals. The police of the hospital is good; 
every(thing] about it being neat and in good order. During this month 
the average number of patients has been 500 per day, and the number 
of deaths a very small fraction over two per day, the deaths being 
mostly from diarrhea and pneumonia. There are no contagious or 
infectious diseases among the patients. The reason why twelve men 
were buried from the hospital in one day was owing to the fact that the 
undertaker did not furnish the coffins for several days and the dead 
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accumulated. This undertaker has been discharged and a new one 
appointed. A large number of sick men arrived at the hospital this 
morning from Salisbury, N. C. I was informed by the surgeon that 
met them at the depot that forty died on the way here. Thirteen dead 
bodies had already been brought to the hospital while I was there. 
Your obedient servant, 
J. W. PEGRAM, 
Major and Assistant Inspector-General. 


[FEBRUARY 24, 1865.—For correspondence between Lincoln and 
Grant, relating to the exchange of Roger A. Pryor, see Series I, Vol. 
XLVI, Part I, p. 668.} 


City PoInt, VA., February. 24, 1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel MULFORD, 
Agent of Exchange, Jones’ Landing: 

You may say to Colonel Ould that by dispatches from General Hoff- 
man I learn that all prisoners who have been in close confinement or 
irons, whether under charges or sentence or not, have been ordered 
here for exchange. This includes spies, murderers, and persons guilty 
of whatever offense. I have also sent requesting orders to be made to 
allow prisoners of war to purchase freely both provisions of all kinds 


and clothing. “4 
. 8S. GRANT 
Tieutenant- General. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. 0., February 24, 1865. 
Brigadier-General SCHOEPF, Commanding Fort Delaware, Del.: 
It is reported that prisoners of war have been forwarded for exchange 
from some stations against their wish. Please let all understand that 


none will be sent for exchange who do not wish to go. 
W. HOFFMAN, 


Oommissary-General of Prisoners. 


(Same to commanding officers of all military prisons.) | 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., February 24, 1865. 

Col. F. D. SEwALL, Commanding Camp Parole, Annapolis, Md.: 
COLONEL: Miss Olara Barton, who will hand this to you, desires to 
be the means of informing the friends of prisoners who have been in 
the hands of the enemy of their fate, as far.as it can be learned by 
inquiries of those who are now arriving at Annapolis on the parole 
from the South. Please permit her to post notices in the barracks ask- 
ing for information concerning such prisoners as she may have occasion 
to inquire for, and if it is practicable to give her any information from 
your records without interfering with the necessary course of business, 
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L request that you will communicate such as she may desire in general 
terms, not giving particulars on which to base a claim for pay or allow- 
ances. Report after trial of a few days how far these instructions can 
be carried out without inconvenience and wait for final approval. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
But. Brig. Gen., U. 8S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., February 24, 1865. 
Col. J. H. BAKER, Provost-Marshal-General, Saint Louis, Mo.: 


COLONEL: Your letter of the 17th instant relative to the proper dis- 
tribution of prisoners under your charge has been received, and I am 
directed by the Commissary-General of Prisoners to inform you that your 
understanding of the letter of instructions from this office dated June 
29, 1864, is correct. Prisoners confined for civil offenses not connected 
with the rebellion, as well as those held under the special order of the 
general commanding the department, are not political or state pris- 
oners, and should not be reported to this office; nor is it expected that 
any arrested simply on suspicion and against whom there are not appa- 
rently well-founded charges of disloyal acts, will beso reported. Many 
are arrested under circumstances which render their detention proper, 
but a little investigation proves their innocence and entitles them to 
their release. The investigation in such cases should take place before 
reporting them to this office. All prisoners not included in the above 
classes should be reported to this office, and all parties reported under 
these instructions should be forwarded at once to Saint Louis and 
thence to some Northern prison, and not held at Saint Joseph or other 
points in Missouri. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. BLAGDEN, 
Major, Second Mass. Cav., Asst. to Com. Gen. of Prisoners. 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, February 24, 1865. 
His Excellency Governor BRouGH, Columbus, Ohio: 
Lieutenant-Colonel Breckinridge has been ordered by telegraph to 
General Palmer to be sent to the State prison at Columbus. The Sec- 
retary of War requests that you will give directions to have him safely 
confined there until further orders, and also that you will inform me 
whether the arrangements at that prison are sufficient for the safe- 
keeping of prisoners.* 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


COLUMBUS, February 24, 1865. 
Col. E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


Dispatch received. Breckinridge will be taken and held until further 
orders. — His safety would be insured and greater facilities afforded for 


_ “For correspondence not found inthis series relating to arrest, &c.,of Breckin- 
ridge, see Series I, Vol. XLIX, Part I, pp. 764, 770. R —— 
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his exercise and comfort if we could put on him the peculiar striped 
clothing assigned to ordinary prisoners. Would this be permissible? 
The prison is safe for confinement of prisoners. The cost of a single 
prisoner is much greater proportionally than the number of ten to 
twenty, who could be guarded by the same force as one individual. 
JNO. BROUGH. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, } HDgRs. MIDDLE DEpvt., 8rH ARMY CORPS, 
No. 48. s Baltimore, Md., February 24, 1865. 
* * * * 


* * * 


2. Prisoners of war en route through this department will not be 
permitted to communicate with any person except by special permis- 
sion of the proper officers of the Government. All persons are for- 
bidden to approach the prisoners or to attempt to pass the guards. 
The officers and soldiers of the guard have no authority to grant indul- 
gences to citizens or prisoners, and will be punished for disobedience of 
orders if they take such liberty. No onecan beignorant of the fact that 
all prisoners of war held by the United States Government are liberally 
provided for; therefore offerings in the shape of food or luxuries are 
superfluous and unnecessary, and will be construed as a manifestation of 
sympathy with those in rebellion against the Government and a desire 
to embarrass and harass the military authorities. Arrests of persons 
violating the orders of this department will continue until demonstra- 
tions of sympathy with rebellion cease. This order is not issued as a 
threat, but to warn those disloyal people who have made it necessary 
to resort to extreme measures that the orders of the Government will 
be enforced, and all persons violating said orders will be arrested 
and imprisoned without regard to sex or condition. 

* * * * * * * 
By commané of Bvt. Brig. Gen. W. W. Morris, U. 8S. Army: 
SAMUEL B. LAWRENCE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[ FeBRUARY 24 and 27, 1865.—For correspondence between Sherman 
and Hampton, relative to treatment of foraging parties, see Series I 
Vol. XLVII, Part II, pp. 546, 567, 596.| 


HEADQUARTERS, February 24, 1865. 
Hon. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE, Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 

Sir: My dispatches of yesterday will have informed you of the sub- 
stance of a letter received from General Grant relative to his reception 
of prisoners at Wilmington. I hope therefore the arrangement made 
will be completed. I do not know from what point the prisoners sent 
to that place were taken, or by what routes they are conveyed. I fear 
if I commence giving direction as desired by your letter of 22d, with- 
out understanding existing arrangements, | might produce confusion. 
If I could get a point to commence from and knew where the prisoners 
were required, it would prevent embarrassment. The conveyance of 
prisoners should not interrupt necessary supplies for the army, and if 
the whole was put in the hands of one man it could easily be arranged. 
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The exchange should be pressed forward on every account, and when 
impracticable to convey the men by railroad they should be marched. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 


General, 
[Indorsement.] 

Answered by telegram: 

General Grant agrees that prisoners may be received at Wilmington, 
and, even if captured, shall be counted in exchange. Have informed 
all officers in charge of prisoners and further instructions unnecessary. 

Telegraphed to General Bragg, at Goldsborough, and General Holmes, 
at Raleigh, directing the latter to communicate to all officers in charge 
of prisoners all along the line. 

J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


ROCKFISH CREEK, February 24, 1865. 
General R. E. LEE, Petersburg: 

The Federal commander has consented to receive the prisoners, and 
they will be sent to Northeast River, the point agreed on, as rapidly 
as possible. Lieutenant-Colonel Hatch, our agent, has arrived. 

BRAXTON BRAGG, 
General. 


(Copy to Honorable Secretary of War, General Gardner. General 
Lawton, Richmond.) 


FEBRUARY 24, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General HOLMES, Raleigh: 
Enemy have consented to receive prisoners at Northeast River. 
Please facilitate their transportation this way much as possible. 
BRAXTON BRAGG. 


RICHMOND, February 24, 1865. 
General BRAGG: 
General Grant has renewed orders to receive prisoners at Wilmington. 
W. M. GARDNER, 
Brigadier- General. 


RIcHMOND, February 24, 1865. (Via Greensborough.) 
General BRADLEY T. JOHNSON: 

General Grant has renewed orders to receive prisoners at Wilming- 
ton. All prisoners will be sent there except sick and attendants, who 
will be sent to Richmond. Communicate with detachments sent off. 

W. M. GARDNER, 
Brigadier- General. 


FEBRUARY 24, 1865, 
General BAKER, Goldsborough : 
_ The enemy having consented to receive the prisoners the command- 
ing general desires you facilitate their transportation here as much as 
possible. 
ARCHER ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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GOLDSBOROUGH, February 24, 1865. 
Hon. J. A. CAMPBELL, Assistant Secretary of War: 
Enemy have agreed to receive the prisoners at Northeast River. 
Colonel Hatch will be here to-night, and the exchange will go on 


rapidly. General Bragg’s headquarters are at Burgaw, about fifteen 
miles this side of Wilmington. 


L. S. BAKER, 
Brigadier- General. 


GOLDSBOROUGH, February 24, 1865. 
General BRAGG, Teachey’s, N. C.: 

Mr, Campbell, Assistant Secretary of War, telegraphs to you that 
General Grant reaffirms his willingness to receive the prisoners at 
Wilmington. Colonel Hatch’s dispatch received. 

L. 8S. BAKER, 
Brigadier- General. 


BURGAW, February 24, 1865. 
Brigadier-General JOHNSON: 


I have made agreement for delivering of all Federal prisoners except 
the sick at Northeast Bridge. Please have all your command paroled 
at once and held subject to my orders. 

W. H. HATCH. 


GREENSBOROUGH, February 24, 1865. 
General BRAGG: 
Secretary of War orders prisoners sent to Wilmington. Operator at 
Goldsborough please forward to General Bragg. 
H. FORNO, 
Colonel. 


RicumMonD, February 24, 1865. 
General BRAGG: 


General Grant agrees that prisoners sent to Wilmington shall be 
counted, although captured on the way. 
J. A. CAMPBELL, 


Assistant Secretary of War. 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, February 25, 1865. 
His Excellency Governor BRouGH, Columbus, Ohio : 
Your telegram of yesterday received. The Secretary of War says 
it is inadmissible to put the striped clothing on Breckinridge. As to 


th st, he will try to send you ten or twenty more. 
bin 4 E: D. TOWNSEND, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 
20 R R—SERIES IJ, VOL VIII 
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WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington, D. O., February 25, 1865. 
Major-General PALMER, Louisville, Ky.: 

Send Colonel Breckinridge under secure guard to the State prison at 
Columbus, Ohio, which has been made a military prison, to be confined 
there until further orders, and make a full report in writing of all the 
facts in relation to him to Adjutant-General Townsend. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


WASHINGTON, February 25, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT: 
I have ordered Sergeant Boyd, prisoner at Fort McHenry, whose 
delivery is ordered at the request of Mr. Ould, to be forwarded, though 


he is under sentence to be confined during the war. 
W. HOFFMAN, 


Commissary- General of Prisoners. 


WASHINGTON, February 25, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT: 

Under General Orders, No. 6, January 18, and your telegram of the 
17th instant, all rebel prisoners in close confinement or in irons have 
been ordered to be forwarded for exchange. This embraces soldiers 
and citizens, spies, murderers, guerrillas, &c. A history of each case 
is sent with them, so that exceptions can be made if deemed advisable. 
From your telegram of the 23d I judge that you did not intend your 
order to have such a general bearing. If so, they may be stopped at 
City Point. 

W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


VARINA, February 25, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT: 

Your dispatch in regard to prisoners in close confinement and priv- 
ilege of purchase for prisoners received. I will communicate the 
information to Mr. Ould. 

JNO. KE. MULFORD, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, &c. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. O., February 25, 1865. 
Col. J. H. BAKER, 


Provost-Marshal-General, Department of the Missouri: 

COLONEL: The inspection report of Colonel Heinrichs on the con- 
dition of the Gratiot Street Prison for the week ending February 23 is 
received. Clothing of prisoners of war is now being furnished by the 
rebel authorities, and for what is required at the Gratiot Street Prison 
you will make requisition through General H. E. Paine or General 
Beall, rebel agent, in New York. At this time there are but few pris- 
oners at Alton, and you will immediately forward to the military prison 
at that place all the prisoners of war except those in hospital who can- 
not be moved at the Gratiot Street Prison, and you will send there all 
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who may be received from time to time until there are as many at Alton 
as can be provided for there. Under no circumstances will prisoners 
be employed in confidential positions as clerks, &e., or be placed in 
authority anywhere. They may be employed as cooks, nurses, and 
policemen, but alwys under the supervision of some one appointed for 
the purpose. The employment of a prisoner as clerk or steward in the 
hospital must not be permitted. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

: W. HOFFMAN, 
Bvt. Brig. Gen., U. 8S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners, 


OFFICE PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL OF East TENN., 
Knoxville, Tenn., February 25, 1865. 

Bvt. Brig. Gen. W. HOFFMAN, 

Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to call your attention to the case of 

Capt. Shadrick Harris, Third East Tennessee Cavalry (Union), now 
held by the rebel authorities under the following circumstances: He 
was enrolled as a conscript by them, but never ordered to report. 
After entering our service he was captured in the Sanders raid more 
than two years ago. He was tried by the rebel authorities for desertion 
aud sentenced to be shot. The sentence, however, was not carried into 
execution, but he has been confined in irons ever since until recently 
at Columbia. Capt. Frank Battle is now held by us at Fort Delaware 
as 2 hostage for him. Iam informed by the father of Captain Harris 
that President Lincoln has authorized Captain Elliott, who was sen- 
tenced to be hung at Nashville this month, to be exchanged for Captain 
Harris. General Echols, commanding Department of West Virginia 
and East Tennessee, has proposed the exchange of Capt. J. P. Sheffey, 
Eighth Virginia Cavalry, for any officer of our army in their hands of 
equal rank. I earnestly recommend that the exchange of Captain 
Harris for Captain Sheftey be effected if possible, or, if that cannot be 
done, that some arrangement may be made by which Captain Harris 
may be treated as a prisoner of war. I commend his case to you as one 
of peculiar interest and hardship. I am well acquainted with his family. 
They are among the best Union citizens of this country. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. 8S. TROWBRIDGE, 
Lieut. Ool. Tenth Mich. Cav. and Pro. Mar. Gen. of East Tenn. 


RicHMOND, February 25, 1865. 


Lieut. Cul. Jonn E. MuULFORD, Assistant Agent of Hachange: 

Sir: Sergt. E. E. Patterson, of Morgan’s command, is now in Fort 
Warren. He was in close confinement there for six months and was 
recently released in part compliance with our agreement. He is, how- 
ever, still retained when he should have been delivered to us. 

2. Lieut. Daniel Davis, Seventeenth Virginia Mounted’ Infantry, 
has been at hard labor and is now confined at Fort Warren and is made 
to clean up the quarters of the officers. This is a case which I have 
frequently brought to your notice. Lieutenant Davis’ hostage has been 
delivered to you, and I really cannot see any good reason why he has 
not been surrendered. 
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3. Private A. A. Williams, First Maryland Cavalry, is also at Fort 
Warren, not treated as a prisoner of war. He has been sentenced to 
imprisonment for the war. re 

These facts have been stated in writing to me by Capt. Frank Battle, 
who very recently left Fort Warren. I am entirely satisfied that an 
inquiry will assure you that these representations are correct. I 
request that these parties be delivered without further delay. The 
case of Lieutenant Davis is a peculiarly Seer eysiae one. 

Respectfully, your obedient servan 
fy eae RO. OULD, 


Agent of Exchange. 


RicHMOND, February 25, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. JoHN E. MULFORD, Assistant Agent of Hauchange: 

Sir: There is an old citizen of Westmoreland County, Va., James 
W. English by name, who is now in hospital at Point Lookout. He is 
fifty-five years old. He is a very inoffensive man. There are no 
charges against him, and neither he nor his friends know why he has 
been kept so long in captivity. He has been a prisoner for nearly two 
years and is now in a critical state of health. I will be much obliged 
to you if you will cause him to be released and delivered by next flag- 
of-truce boat. I have ordered all persons in anything like a similar 
pesition in the South to be sent to Richmond for delivery to you. 

Respectiully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


RICHMOND, February 25, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. JoHN E. MULFORD, Assistant Agent of Exchange: 

Siz: Capt. R. G. Clarke, Fifty-ninth Tennessee, was a short time 
since confined in a cage in Knoxville jail. I will thank you to inform 
me why he is not treated as a prisoner of war. Will you not release 
him under the recent agreement? 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


37 BLEECKER STREET, New York, February 25, 1865. 
General W. N. R. BEALL, 75 Murray Street, New York:. 


GENERAL: In order to make my report to the War Department on 
next Tuesday, I have the honor to request that you will as soon as the 
morning of that day, if practicable, furnish me a statement showing 
the date of the arrival of the cotton, the time, place, and expenses of 
sale, the price in gross and net, and the names of the purchasers. Also 
what supplies have been purchased, the places and dates of the sev- 
eral purchases, the price, and the names of the vendors. Also what 
supplies have been forwarded, with dates of the several shipments and 
the destination and mode of transportation of the supplies. Also what 
contributions have been received, whence and when, and the dates and 
destination of the shipments of these articles. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. E. PAINE, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, 8. C., February 25, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. U. 8S. GRANT, 
Commanding Armies of the United States, City Point, Va.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your let- 
ter of the 5th instant addressed to Major-General Foster, giving 
authority to exchange all prisoners of war held by me in this depart- 
ment. 1n consequence of the evacuation of Charleston and the adjacent 
country, the exchange at this point will undoubtedly be accompanied 
by many difficulties. I have sent two letters to the officer command- 
ing the Confederate forces near this department, through the com- 
manding officers at Savannah and Charleston, respectively, but as yet 
have received no reply. I will inform you of the result as soon as I 
hear from the Confederate authorities. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Q. A. GILLMORE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


{FEBRUARY 25, 1865.—For Breckinridge to Lee, relative to prisoners 
and deserters, see Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part I, p. 1257,] 


RICHMOND, February 25, 1865. 
Hon. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE, Secretary of War: 

Sir: The Wilmington (Delaware) Journal of the 21st announces that 
Lieut. S. B. Davis passed through that plave on the 20th on his way to 
Fort Delaware, from which it is presumed that his sentence of death 
was not changed to imprisonment at hard labor, as at first stated by 
General Grant. 

I have the honor to be, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. W. PALMER. 


GOLDSBOROUGH, February 25, 1865. 
General BRAXTON BRAGG: 
Have made arrangements for delivery of the Federal prisoners at the 
rate of 2,000 per day. Will start the first train to-morrow morning. 
W. H. HATCH, 
Assistant Agent of Hachange. 


City Point, VA., February 26, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. W. HoFFMAN, Commissary-General of Prisoners: 


Send no more rebel prisoners for exchange, except those who have 
been in close confinement, until further orders. I do not want to get 
ahead in the delivery. 

U. S. GRANT, 


Lieutenant- General. 


VARINA, February 26, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT: 
Exchange is progressing slowly; no deliveries made to-day. The 
reason why no delivery of our men was made yesterday was because 
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they could not get down with their boat on account of high water. I 
had taken their men to a point where I expected to meet the boat. 
Being disappointed in this, I delivered them through the enemy’s picket- 
line. 

I think the forwarding of prisoners may be suspended a few days 
without prejudice to the exchange. What shall I say to Mr. Ould 
about the reception of our men at Wilmington? Will they be received 
there now by General Schofield ? 

I have now on hand here about 2,200 Confederate prisoners, 700 of 


them sick and wounded. 
JNO. E. MULFORD, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and U. 8S. Agent of Exchange. 


City Point, VA., February 26, 1865. 


Lieutenant-Colonel MULFORD, Agent of Exchange: 
(Care of General Ord.) 

Say to Colonel Ould the prisoners sent to Wilmington will be 
received, if they have not been already. General Schofield received 
my orders on the subject after General Hoke proposed to deliver. 
General Schofield was advancing on the city at the time and could not 
stop. The notice he received did not say that it was by agreement that 
prisoners were sent there for delivery, but a proposition to exchange 
was made to him, or rather he received word that Hoke had 2,500 
prisoners which he proposed to exchange. General Schofield sent 
back in reply that he was not authorized to make exchanges, but he 
would receive any prisoners that might be delivered. This reply prob- 
ably never reached General Hoke, as the town was evacuated before it 
could have got there. About 200 of the prisoners escaped and came 
within our lines. Whatever the number may be will be credited and 
the men paroled and furloughed until properly exchanged. 

U. 8. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


U.S. MILITARY PRISON, 
Camp Morton, Indianapolis, Ind., February 26, 1865. 
Col. A. A. STEVENS, Co.wmanding Camp Morton, Ind.: 


Sir: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
February 25, 1865: 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—good. Stateofclothing—good. Bed- 
ding—good. State of quarters—kept as well policed as they can be. 
Stave of mess-houses—have none. State of kitchen—good. Food, 
quality of—first class. Food, quantity of—sufficient, being according 
to orders. Water—sufficient. Sinks—sufficient for the cold weather. 
Police of grounds—thorough. Drainage—complete. Police of hos- 
pital—good. Attendance of sick—good. Hospital diet—first class. 
General health of prisoners—improving. Vigilance of guard—strict. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
’ J. W. DAVIDSON, 
First Lieutenant, Veteran Reserve Corps, Inspecting Officer. 
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RALEIGH, Febru 26, 1865. 
General BRAGG: y pe aa 
I leave here with 600 prisoners. Now, it is impossible to get trans- 
portation sufficient unless travel and freight are suspended. Prisoners 
are demanding that their paroles be given up. 
E. GRISWOLD, 
Major, Commanding Prisoners. 


- FEBRUARY 26, 1865, 
Lieutenant-General HOLMEs, 
Maj. E. GRISWOLD, 
In Charge of Prisoners, Raleigh: 
Colonel Hatch controls movements of prisoners and will give neces- 
sary instructions. 
BRAXTON BRAGG, 


FEBRUARY 26, 1865. 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR: 

Please have an officer sent to ascertain and report condition of 
returned prisoners in regard to subsistence, pay, transportation, &c., 
the progress made in executing orders touching their furloughs, and 
what is done for their shelter, &c. There is so much complaint from 
Congressmen, Legislatures, and other sources (no doubt exaggerated) 
that it may become necessary to answer them. I would like to have 
the report this evening if possible. 

J. C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Secretary of War. 


P. S.—An officer has been sent, through directions given to secretary 
of the bureau, to look after complaints about sick and wounded between 
here and Varina. 

gd, O; Db. 


FEBRUARY 26, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General EWELL, Commanding: 
Have special attention directed to the condition of our prisoners lately 
returned from the United States. Have an inspection and report. 
J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


FEBRUARY 26, 1865, 
Brigadier-General GARDNER, Commanding: 

The Department is informed that prisoners that have lately arrived 
are sick and in the most wretched condition. Have a special examina- 
tion and report of their condition, and ascertain, as far as practicable, 
how they happen to be in such a condition. : ‘ 

If need be, call upon the Adjutant-General for an intelligent inspect- 
ing officer. Have relief granted to them and as much consideration 
shown as is practicable. 


By order : 
J. A. CAMPBELL, 


Assistant Secretary of War, 
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CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPT., 
ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, Va., February 26, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. R. 8. EWELL, . 
Commanding Department of Richmond, Richmond, Va. : 
GENERAL: It has been represented to the Secretary of War that the 
prisoners received on yesterday from the U.S. authorities are greatly 
scattered between the city and Varina, and undergoing much suffering 
from sickness and other causes, if not neglect. He therefore directs 
that you will immediately detail a competent energetic officer to 
inquire into the matter and ascertain the causes of this state of things. 
He will also ascertain their wants, have them relieved, and superintend 
their transportation to Richmond. When this is done he will make a 
full report of his inspection through you to this office without delay. 
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 
JOHN W. RIELY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS OC. S. MILITARY PRISON, 
Camp Sumter, Ga., February 26, 1865. 
Lieut. G. W. McPHAIL, 
Aide-de-Camp and [Acting] Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Sir: I have the honor to call your attention to the following facts: 
There area large number of paroled prisoners of war who are doing 
work for the Government which if not done by them would have to be 
done by impressment or other hire and thus be a heavy expense to the 
Government. These men are, almost without exception, barefooted, 
having been so long at work that what shoes they had are entirely 
worn out. I wish to know if I cannot be authorized to make a requisi- 
tion on the Quartermaster’s Department to supply their wauts in this 
line, or else buy the leather through the quartermaster and have the 
shoes made, as there are plenty of shoemakers among the prisoners. 

Recommending the statement to your favorable consideration, 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. WIRZ, 
Captain, Commanding Prison. 


HEADQUARTERS C. 8. MILITARY PRISON, 
Camp Sumter, Ga., February 26, 1865. 
Lieut. G. W. MCPHAIL, 


Aide-de-Camp and [Acting] Assistant Adjutant-General : 

LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to call your attention to the numer- 
ous applications which are made to me for Federal money by persons 
having relations in Northern prisons, whom it is their desire to 
relieve. Last year General Winder gave me instructions to the effect 
that the Commissary and Quartermaster Generals had granted sutlers 
of Iederal prisons the privilege of buying ‘‘ greenbacks” from prisoners 
at the rate of $4.50 “‘ Confed.” for $1 ‘‘ greenback.” All “ greenbacks” 
so obtained to be turned over to the Government. Since then the 
depreciation ot currency has raised the price of Federal money so that it 
can be bought no more by the sutler at the prescribed price, and led 
to au illegal outside trade by persons connected with the prison, All 
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efforts to break it up have proved futile. I now wish to know if the 
prison sutler cannot be permitted to buy at an advanced price from the 
one designated now as Government price. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, 
H. WIRZ, 
Captain, Commanding Prison. 


WASHINGTON, February 27, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General GRaNT: 

Your telegram of yesterday is received and will be observed. Major- 
General Sheridan has sent guerrillas to Fort McHenry, not to be 
exchanged during the war. Shall they be held after the exchange of 
other prisoners? 

W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


—_—_————. 


VARINA, February 27, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT: 
Your dispatch received. Will communicate to Mr. Ould at once. 
JNO. E. MULFORD, 
LTieutenant-Colonel and U. 8. Assistant Agent for Exchange. 


VARINA, VA., February 27, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, City Point, Va.: 
Pryor arrived this evening. Shall I hold him, and inform Mr. Ould 
how and why? He has a pass from the President, as follows: 
Allow Roger A. Pryor to proceed to General Grant’s headquarters, City Point, for 
exchange. * 
JNO. E. MULFORD, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and U. 8S. Assistant Agent for Exchange. 


{FEBRUARY 27, 1865.—For correspondence between Grant and Ord, 
relating to the release of political prisoners, see Series I, Vol. XLVI, 
Part II, p. 722.| 


75 MuRRAY STREET, New York, February 27, 1865. 

Statement of 828 bales of cotton received January 28, 1865, per 
steamer Atlanta. Sold, February 8, 1865, by Burdett, Jones & Co., 
auctioneers, to the following-named parties: 407 bales to'C. C. & H. 
M. Faber, 100 bales to J. M. Kimball & Son, 75 bales to Forrest & 
Schafer, 180 bales to George Lester, 66 bales to Walgenuth & Rolgle, 
5 bales to Walgenuth & Rolgle (rebaled from loose), 45 bags to Whittson, 
40 bags to R. Dillon. 


*For correspondence not contained in this volume relating to the exchange of 
koger A. Pryor see Series 1, Vol. XLVI, Part II, pp. 668, 722. 
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The sale was made at the auction rooms corner of Wall and Front 
streets. 


Gross amount of sales ...--..----- -----2 eee e renee cee eee cere eee $348, 622. 34 
Gross amount of expenses ....-- ---- ---- -- 22 eee eee eee rere cee eee ee 16, 832. 68 
Net proceeds...-.-..------ -----+ eee eee ee ee eee ee eee eee re eee 331, 789. 66 


At the disposal of Brig. Gen. W. N. R. Beall, Provisional Army, C.S., 
to purchase clothing to be distributed to prisoners of war held by the 
United States. . 

I would state that of the $16,832.68 expenses, $8,589.68 are held under 
order of the agent of internal revenue to be paid over to the United 
States Government, the tax being 2 cents per pound on thecotton. As 
the cotton was received by the United States in a Southern port, trans- 
ported by a U.S. vessel, and under charge ofa U. S. officer, to me at 
this place in accordance with the late arrangement between General 
Grant and Colonel Ould, and no import duty having been charged upon 
supplies sent South, Lrespectfully ask that the said cotton be not taxed 
the usual internal revenue tax of 2 cents per pound, and that an order 
be issued to the agent of internal revenue to this effect. I would 
further state that the transport Atlanta, which received the 1,000 bales 
of cotton in Mobile Bay, proved insufficientin capacity to transport it, 
and the U.S. officer, Capt. Frank G. Noyes, on January 16 reshipped 
on another vessel 170 bales of the cotton, and that nothing has been 
heard from this cotton to the present time. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. N. R. BEALL, 
Brigadier-General, Provisional Army, C. 8., 
Paroled Prisoner and Agent to Supply Prisoners of War. 


75 MURRAY STREET, New York, February 27, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. HALBERT EK. PAINE: 


GENERAL: In compliance with your request of 25th instant I have 
the honor to make the following report of purchases: 


Date. Vendors. Residence. Articles. Price. 
1865. 
Feb. 4 | Shipley, Roane & Co.........sc.ssese0. Baltimore, Md ....| 58 pair pants ......... $3, 75 
dil sees Olaacacasswne setae eecocenaces Monee lees (3 ise SES SEAS Er 123 pair pants ....-... 3. 25 
4 51 pair pants ......... 3. 50 
4 169 pair pants ........ 4. 
4 14 pair pants ......... 4. 50 
4 ---| 71 sackcoats .......... 6. 
4 ---| 45 sackcoats .......... 5.50 
4 -| 66 pair pants .-....... 3. 80 
4 115 pair pants ........ 3. 50 
4 92 pair pants ......... 3. 50 
Ae aisintcO,--iarn siciste siptaiein.cinisinisinins «is aig aie ne ss 86 jackets. ............ 5. 00 
4 | William A. Dean 32 200)s. ----|/ 282 blankets .......... 3.50 
4| H. Baster & Co.........:...- FeO Oho 2 ----| 47 blankets ...... --| 3.75 
4 | Jobn W. Jenkins sae<@O) sere ----| 600 pair shoes ... 2,25 
4) (Hodges) Bros...0 5. eae aeniees seer eee 300 pair socks.........| . 22} 
4) | HeBiimling<W.. doco teicnaeee soe eee mee 960 pair drawers ...... 1. 33: 
DLS ltohn: SeBerry) Siok tsen 26 nese cee cies eee AO. catia th 2 SOE at ccleaner 1, 08: 
Jan, 27 | John T. Martin's Sons & Co . New York City...| 122 pair pants ........ 3.50 
PAM bases Oy... Sissaeibe ote Su team ese BRE | Cis sees er 87 pair pants ......... 3. 
Yall roa GOiid stepmaes ser. e Seren EeeeGO eanconce ane 10,000 pair pants...... 3. 874 
Diligence GONE soccer Seu tqse qotecprcerseee ee eal eeee GO Gu. asec oe ee 10,000 jackets......... 5. 374 
27 | A. G. Jennings, agent......-.....ceeess|ecee. GOMieste eee at 6,000 jackets.......... 5.10 
pu es se isis. oie «\vlelaiblals.o's cletpieie ta ate otee ciate ie iatcts eater be SBMA SIOOESO alee pair pants....... 3. 40 
seis |eis (LO) 'ab.0'0's sis cle « Gutststesisiaie’s sinhtioaieiee seule cee O: stare e ewer air pants.......| 3.60 
27 | At auction, through M. M. Greenwood.|..... Os civ ossieaeae 3, 000 bias ota aver- | a. 76% 
, age 44 to 5 pounds. 
27 Henry A. Swift. .trectagewcsres. © ken ee nice ee OO ss ce a darweowik we 800 Pe fenes Re cewe sis 3. 80 


a Per pound. 
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Date. Vendors. Residence. Articles. Price. 
Jan a7 | Ht 
an. enry A. Swifts sch aw. TY New York City..-| 3,200 blankets . 
28 | John J. Townsend =... ---2---- 22222)... Cerra ie ea Weakest? oot 
raglan do 196 blankets .......... 4,50 
= 5 “its pair gods te Sas .31h 
Bae ,840 pair socks....... - 30 
= A. C. Samson 6,000 pair socks....... , 8h 
ms --| 5,000 pair drawers .... 1.29 
ASE -| 10,000 pair shoes...... 2. 094 
_ y : acer blankets 5 
Feb. J. Newberger 550 Bankees : j 
George Johnson 7,000 pair shoes. 2. 024 
11,000 shirts .......... 2, 163 
4,000 shirts .-......... 2. 168 
600 blankets .......... 4,50 
6,400 blankets......... 4.50 
---| 132 coats....... 4.50 
--| 488 pair socks... 25 
--| 1,060 pair socks 25 
Je Yt pad allay 1. 2234 
-| 2, air pants... 
2000 lakes a9. 00 
500 pair drawers. ..-... 1.00 
2,500 pair drawers... ... 1,25 
4,000 pair drawers...-. 1.17% 
29 suits, pants and! 7.00 
jacket. 
20 | James Talcott . ---| 4,271 pair socks....... +25 
21 | J. B. Walcott... -| Boston --| 4,200 pair shoes. 1. 974 
24 | Joseph Lee -| New York. --| 5,000 shirts ..... 1, 874 
| 


aPer suit. 


I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. N. R. BEALL, 
Brigadier-General, Provisional Army, C. 8., 
Paroled Prisoner and Agent to Supply Prisoners of War. 


Hpqrs. DEPT. OF NORTH CAROLINA, ARMY OF THE OHIO, 
Wilmington, N. O., February 27, 1865. 


Lieutenant-General HARDEE, Commanding C. S. Forces : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to accept your proposition to parole 
and send to Wilmington the prisoners of war in your possession, and 
will receipt for them, to be credited upon the exchange list. Oapt. 
William J. Twining, aide-de-camp, is authorized to make all arrange- 
ments with the officer designated by you, Major Lay, and will receive 
the prisoners at the railroad crossing of Brunswick River. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 


Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS First ARMY CoRPs, February 27, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. E. O. C. ORD, Commanding Army of the James : 

I have the honor to request an interview with you at noon to-morrow, 
the 28th, at the same place we met on the 25th instant, for the purpose 
of arranging more definitely the exchange of political prisoners. If 
possible, I would be pleased to meet Lieutenant-General Grant at the 
same time and place on the same subject. I will be accompanied by 
the same staff and attendants as on the 25th. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. LONGSTREERT, 


Lieutenant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE GULF, 
Mobile, February 27, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. G. GRANGER, 
Commanding U. 8. Forces, Fort Gaines, Ala. : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter relative to sending a supply of clothing, under flag of truce, for 
the U.S. prisoners of war at Cahaba, Ala., and Meridian, Miss. Upon 
referring the matter to the commander of this department I have been 
informed that an agreement has been made for the immediate exchange 
of all prisoners of war of the United States in this department, and 
its early consummation, it is believed, will take place. If any unfore- 
seen delay should occur, or if under the circumstances you still desire 
to send the clothing, please be assured that I will take pleasure in 
receiving and forwarding it in accordance with your expressed wishes. 

Very respectfully, your obedieut servant, 
DABNEY H. MAURY, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. MILITARY DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI, 
New Orleans, La., February 27, 1865. 
COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, Washington, D. C.: 

Sir: The officers and men of our Navy lately held prisoners in Texas 
have been delivered to me to be exchanged for Admiral Buchanan and 
other prisoners of the rebel Navy captured in Mobile Bay. I shall at 
once deliver those of the latter who remain here, and have to request 
that Admiral Buchanan may be delivered to his friends, at such pvint 
as may be most convenient, with as little delay as possible. Our faith 
is pledged for his speedy delivery. 

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
ED. R. S. CANBY, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


NEw ORLEANS, February 27, 1865. 
Commodore JAMES S. PALMER, 
Commanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron: 

Sir: I have the honor to report that there still remains at Camp 
Ford, Tex., twenty-seven naval prisoners who were detained there for 
punishment by the Confederate commissioner of exchange. I believe 
that by the provisions of the cartel arranged for their exchange the 
Confederate agent agreed to deliver all the naval prisoners, which they 
have not done. 

In a conversation with Colonel Szymanski I called his attention to 
a letter written by General Lee to General Grant in answer to one 
addressed him by General Butler, which said that free negroes in our 
service were, when captured, to be treated as prisoners of war. Colonel 
Szymanski denied ever having seen any such letter, and assured me 
that if he was furnished with an official copy of it he would at once 
treat all free negroes now prisoners in the Trans-Mississippi Depart- 
ment: as prisoners of war. I therefore respectfully request that the 
necessary steps may be taken to furnish him the official copy he 
requests in order that the free negroes captured on the Clifton, Sachem, 
Morning Light, and ram Queen of the West, and now held to labor 
may be treated as prisoners of war. I furnish herewith a partial list 
of free negroes captured on the above vessels, and have reason to 
believe that there are still more, besides many contrabands whose 
names I have been unable to learn. 
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The three men captured on the Queen of the West are now at work 
on the steam-boat Doubloon, at Shreveport, La. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FREDERICK CROCKER, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, U. 8. Navy. 


City Pornt, VA., February 28, 1865. 

Brig. Gen. W. HoFFMAN, Washington: Veep 
We will have a large number of prisoners left after exchanging for 
all we have in the South. Hold all guerrillas and such other prisouers 
as it will be objectionable to turn loose to the last. When all our pris- 
oners are released a settlement will be made showing how many men 
we owe, and that number will be delivered only. Iam now informed 
that deliveries are going on at Wilmington at the rate of 2,000 a day. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


City Pornt, VA., February 28, 1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel MULFORD: 
(Care General Ord.) 


You may send Pryor through with the first prisoners sent off. Speak 
to him, however, about John Dent, and say to him that he has been 
promised his freedom so often that I had thought of detaining him 
until Dent was released. On reflection, however, I thought it better 
to trust and wait. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Tneutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
Wilmington, February 28, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. U.S. GRANT, City Point, Va.: 

GENERAL: I have just received your dispatch of the 22d instant, 
coutaining General Lee’s statement that I had refused to receive our 
prisoners. General Lee is mistaken as to the fact. I did not refuse to 
receive them, but replied to General Hoke that I had received no official 
information of any arrangement by which prisoners were to be deliv- 
ered to me, and asked on what terms they were to be delivered. [ 
intended to receive them, if his answer should be satisfactory, without 
waiting for your instructions. It would have been impossible to have 
received the prisoners at the time and place named by General Hoke 
without suspending operations against Wilmington, therefore no un- 
necessary delay was occasioned by my waiting for further information 
before receiving the prisoners. I have also agreed to a proposition 
trom Lieutenant-General Hardee to secure about 1,000 sick and conva- 
lescent prisoners from the Department of South Carolina. They are 
to be sent in on the Manchester road to-morrow. 

Linclose herewith copies of all correspondence* with General Hardee, 
General Hoke, and Colonel Hatch, assistant agent of exchange. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


*See Hoke to Commanding General U. S. Forces, February 19, 22, pp. 268, 290; 
Schofield to Hoke, February 21, 23, pp. 286,297; Hatch to Schofield and Schofield to 
Hatch, February 23, pp. 296, 297; Schofield to Hardee, February 27, p. 315. 
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75 MURRAY STREET, New York, February 28, 1865. 


Statement of shipments of supplies by Brig. Gen. W. N. R. Beall, Provisional Army, 
C. S., paroled prisoner and agent paroled to distribute supplies to prisoners of war 
held by the United States. 


Date. 


QD 
J 
, Mode of i) 
Prison. transportation. E 
Q 
Blavivarn. Vetsssees oat us S. quartermas- 984 
r. 
AS Soe. Gis tases cede cesses) LUX PLOSS fos seen e| dean ss 
peers do........--.-.-.--| U. S. quartermas- 464 
ter. 
Bose Osnssssec ceca eete| amie AO tna. smeces es elias sorte 
Point Lookout, Md....|..-.- OTB AR AOE eR eA 1, 968 
Peet) GOse coe dee dete: ce al ccs sOOtentcisiescccies 188 
Soca CR eps eee tid Perso) CMe errepserre 500 
Fort Delaware, Del....|....-. CA oe eee 984 
Melee COOcels cece celecisisierere's Express from Bal- 202 
timore. 
sadn ( (secongoe se S0ssoe Ps. quartermas- 500 
er. 
Fort Lafayette, N. Y ..|....- OO sas Belecasas 10 
Camp Chase, Ohio...-./..... (RR be Ape 984 
Siateivca Osc sapbanacanavics fag acatlOetarnany rascal a. Oe 
Camp Douglas, Ill.....}. Ban Oncounaateade 984 
sme OF SSS. PoE SERRE IIS. oe ORs Sek IG yO00 
Camp Morton, Ind ....|..... G0). faeces 1, 000 
Sonne Ontnens dae Docneeee oe edOl. deseo ee ee DOO 
Roek Island; Ill sive sce|so5.. dorms... 255 g-cr4t 1, 000 
Lasa4 GOs se sence sk ot ecnc long OO none ceaccnae 480 
Fort McHenry, Md....| Express from Bal- 50 
timore. 
West's Buildings, Bal- |..... Oy. eeee ener 50 
timore, Md. 
Fort Warren, Mass.... vee quartermas- 50 
De 
(Alton, Ellcc. cosas dtdloccst Oinceeeco cee 300 
Johnson’s Island, Ohio |..... G6 Sire iscenes 500 
Governor’s Island, }..... G0. .deveteaeces 50 
otal jeiceenecaicthe| Ss'siee sec cexete cela 13, 248 


jackets. 


Coats and 


300 
307 
25 


12, 218 


Pants. 


50 
100 
330 


500 
50 


13, 636 


Shirts. 


15, 140 | 


¢ 
5 3 ; 

a Q 

el a|i 

A n n 
£ SC 0007 BEB. 
1,200} 500 | 1,020 
780 | 1,000 | 1, 040 
tee. 1,000 |...... 
600 | 988 | 1,980 
eens 300 | 1,000 
eee 1,.000 |. = =o8 
848) 156] 475 
600 | 500 | 1,000 
30 50 20 

600 | 840 ]...... 
600} 452 33. 1, 960 
600 | 1,200 |...... 
250} 800] 640 
600 | 1,200 |...... 
1, 000 60 | 800 
600 | 1,200 |...... 
500 | 200 |...... 
50 60 50 

50 50 50 

100} 150] 160 
500 | 471] 500 
110 | +789} 420 
90; lll 60 


9, 608 |13, 625 |11,175 


Statement of contributions received and distribution of 1,078 packages tobacco, §c., 
received from the South February 4, by Brig. Gen. W. N. R. Beall, Provisional 
Army, C. S., paroled prisoner and agent. 


Date. 


Prison. 


Fort Lafayette; Nii Y. ise cise seiner sce cnniesneecs cc ceeeciesis wes} MEDYOSScccece 


come Chase, Ohio 
Patches ) 

Camp Douglas, Ill 
Camp Morton, Ind 
Rock Island, Ill 


Modeof transportation. 


Number 
of 
packages. 


U.S. quartermaster. .. 


Respectfully submitted. 


eit WM. N. R. BEALL, 
Brigadier-General, Provisional Army, 0. S., 
Paroled Prisoner and Agent to Supply Prisoners of War. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND, 
Nashville, Tenn., February 28, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEOK, 
Chief of Staff U. 8. Army, Washington, D. C.: 

I have the honor to report that John Overton, a rebel citizen who did 
reside near this city until about the time of its occupation by the U. 8. 
army, when ke abandoned his property and left the State, has returned, 
having in his possession evidence of having taken the oath of allegiance 
to the United States Government before the U. S. district court of 
Kentucky. } 

I would respectfully inquire whether it is within the intention and 
meaning of the President’s amnesty proclamation to permit such per- 
sons to take the oath of allegiance in States other than the one to which 
they belong. 1 would respectfully request if such is the intention that 
in cases of applications being made by rebels desiring to return to this 
department such applications be referred to me before action being 
taken thereon and that permission to take the oath and return be 
granted only upon my recommendation, or what would be still better, 
that all such cases be referred to me for final action within my own 
department. 

lam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Major-General, U. 8S. Army, Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpqgrs. Miu. Div. oF WEST MIss., 
No. 25. } New Orleans, La., February 28, 1865. 

The following-enumerated officers and men, prisoners of war, who 
were delivered to Col. C.C. Dwight, agent of exchange for this military 
division, at Red River Landing, La., on the 25th instant, are hereby 
declared duly exchanged, viz: 

Forty-third Indiana Volunteers: 1 major, 1 captain, 2 lieutenants, 32 
non-commissioned officers, and 123 privates. 

Thirty-sixth Iowa Volunteers: 2 captains, 4 lieutenants, 45 non-com- 
missioned officers, and 242 privates. 

Seventy-seventh Ohio Volunteers: 2 captains, 5 lieutenants, 41 non- 
commissioned officers, and 233 privates. 

Ninth Wisconsin Volunteers: 1 captain, 2 non-commissioned officers, 
and 12 privates. 

Leaves of absence and furloughs may be granted to the foregoing 
officers and men by the commanding general Department of the Gulf, 
at the expiration of which they will report to their several regiments 
for duty. 

All the remaining officers and men, prisoners of war, so delivered to 
Colonel Dwight, who still remain on parole, may also be granted leaves 
of absence and furloughs, at the expiration of which, unless previously 
declared exchanged, they will report at Parole Camp, at Bentou Bar- 
racks, Mo. 

By order of Maj. Gen. E. R. S. Canby: 
C. T. CHRISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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New Or veEAns, La., March 1, 1865. (Via Cairo.) 
His Excellency A. LINcoLN, President of the United States: 

I have given a pass to enter our lines, and safe-conduct and protec- 
tion while within them, to Smith P. Bankhead, a brigadier-general in 
the rebel service, with the assurance that if the information he gives is 
of its promised value I will recommend his case to your favorable con- 
sideration. As similar overtures have been made to me before, I think 
it proper to ask for some general instructions with regard to that class 
of persons excepted by your proclamation of December 8, 1863. There 
is no difficulty in treating with persons who are entitled to the benefit 
of that amnesty, but I desire to be advised how far I may take prelim- 
inary steps in cases that require the action of the President.* 

ED. R. S. CANBY, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


VARINA, VA., March 1, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, Oity Point, Va.: 

Your dispatch received. I am glad of your decision. Pryor does not 
yet know that he has been detained. 1 persuaded him yesterday to 
remain, and was waiting until I could hear from Ould, to whom I wrote 
a private note yesterday in Dent’s case, and I really have strong hopes 
that it will result in the release of Mr. Dent. I sent Capt. Hewitt 
Lewis to you this morning. 

JNO. E. MULFORD, 
Tteutenant-Colonel and Assistant Agent of Exchange. 


VARINA, VA., March 1, 1865. 
Colonel DENT, Aide-de-Camp, City Point: 

Our prisoners will not be down to-day, nor will they come until the 
water subsides. I am unwilling to permit our men in their present 
condition to march twelve miles over such roads as we now have. 

JNO. E. MULFORD, 
LTieutenant-Colonel, &e. 


WASHINGTON, March 1, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. Joun E. MULFORD, ed 


Agent for Exchange, Fort Monroe, Va.: 


I wish you, without delay, would arrange with Judge Ould for a 
declaration of exchange, either mutually to a definite time or accord- 
ing to a stated number, say 1,000, 2,000, or 5,000, as may be agreed 
upon. General Hoffman needs relief by a declaration. 

EK. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General of Volunteers and Commissioner of Exchange. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE JAMES, March 1, 1865. 
Major-General H1rcHcock: 


The high water has prevented an interview with Mr. Ould for several 
days. — I expect to meet him to-morrow, when I shall arrange an 


“For reply see Stanton to Canby, Series I, Vol. XLVIII, Part I, p. 1216, 
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exchange up to the 7th and, if possible, to include all of February, 
embracing deliveries made at Savannah, Charleston, and in James 
River. Will this be satisfactory? Answer. 
, JNO. E. MULFORD, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Agent of Eachange. 


WASHINGTON City, D. C., March 1, 1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel MuLFoRD, Fort Monroe: 

General Hoffman suggests that you and Judge Ould may agree to a 
declaration to include all to a given date. He wishes that of the 7th 
of February. Then your accounts of delivery will show which party is 
in debt to the other, which can be adjusted afterward. 

E. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General of Volunteers. 


NasHua, N. H., March 1, 1865. 
General HITCHCOCK: 

DEAR Sir: The inclosed card from the President I offer you as my 
introduction, only adding that the President directed me to request you 
before taking final action upon the case I am about to present to bring 
it to his attention and confer with him. You may remember that in 
the autumn of 1861, by direction of military authorities commanding 
national forces in Kentucky, the citizens of Kast Tennessee burned sev- 
eral bridges on the East Tennessee and Virginia Railroad. Assured 
of prompt military assistance and protection from Kentucky by said 
authorities, the loyal people of my county (Carter County, East Tenn.), 
after the successful burning of the bridge over Holston River at Zolli- 
coffer, hastily took up arms and actually came into collision with and 
routed a force of rebel cavalry. Having thus committed themselves 
to rebellion against the rebellion, and failing to receive the promised 
assistance, overwhelming numbers were soon collected and marched 
upon them, cavalry, infantry, and artillery. The loyal militia dissolved 
at once and scattered, seeking safety in the mountains, expecting and 
threatened with the halter without mercy when caught. 

Fortunately for the loyal citizens of that region, Col. (now Brig. Gen.) 
R. B. Vance, of the rebel service, at this juncture was put in command 
of this district. I, with the other Union men, concealed myself in our 
mountain fastnesses for weeks. I at length received assurances from 
Colonel Vance if I would report to him he would protect me and all 
other citizens not shown to be bridge-burners upon quiet submission 
to the existing power. A company of cut-throat rebel horsemen on the 
lookout for me, with the avowed intention (as I was credibly informed) 
of hanging me to a tree or shooting me down on sight, got on my track, 
came near intercepting me, and pursued me to the very headquarters of 
Colonel Vance. He most kindly and magnanimously protected me and 
saved my life. By his moderation and clemency while in the command 
during these exciting and dangerous troubles I am entirely satisfied 
that he saved the lives and property of hundreds of my Union fellow- 
citizens of Carter and surrounding counties. As a rebel brigadier- 
general this same Col. Robert B. Vance has been.a prisoner of war in 
our hands for more than a year aad is now at Fort Delaware, He is 
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anxious to be paroled and sent through the lines to send his equivalent 
in exchange, or on 1ailure to return himself to prison. Such a case, it 
seems to me, general, pleads loudly for special favor to the magnanimity 
of our authorities, and I feel it to be unnecessary to do more than offer 
the foregoing simple statement of facts for your consideration and 
action. Never having been honored with your personal acquaintance, 
I respectfully refer you in reference to myself to Hon. Andrew Jonson, 
Hon. Green Clay Smith, and the loyal people of Tennessee, as also to 
Maj. Gen. A. E. Burnside. My present address is Longacoming, N. J. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

N. G. TAYLOR. 


[Indorsement.] 


Marcu 6, 1865, 
Colonel Taylor submitted this note with a card from the President, 
by which the undersigned understands it to be the wish that this 
exchange be made, uuless there is some public reason why it should not 
be done, and it is sent accordingly for the action of General Hoffman. 
E. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General of Volunteers. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., March 1, 1865. 
Brigadier-General SCHOEPF, Commanding Fort Delaware: 

The transfer of prisoners to City Point will be resumed, as directed 
in my telegram of the 23d. Send an ordinary roll to this office on the 
departure of each party. Guerrillas will not be forwarded until further 
orders, nor any who are bad characters. Reply. 

W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


(Same, mutatis mutandis, to Col. B. F. Tracy, Elmira, N..Y.; W. P. 
Richardson, Camp Chase, Ohio; A. A. Stevens, Camp Morton, Ind.; A. 
J. Johnson, Rock Island, Ill.; B. J. Sweet, Camp Douglas, I11.) 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. O., March 1, 1865. 
Col. C. W. HILL, Commanding Johnson’s Island, Sandusky, Ohio: 


COLONEL: By instructions received through the commissioner for 
exchange you will forward for exchange with next party of prisoners 
Brig. Gen, Edmund W. Rucker and the lieutenang¢-colonel who has been 
longest in continement, the former to be exchanged for a general officer 
of the same rank and the latter to be exchanged for Lieut. Col. Daniel 
Grass, Sixty-first [linois Volunteers, who was paroled at Meridian, 
Miss., by General Forrest on condition of his effecting the exchange of 
Col. E. W. Rucker, wounded and captured at Nashville. Put the 
names on a roll by themselves and give the above detuails. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. 8S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 
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Hpgrs. SEVENTY-FourtH U. 8. CoLorED Troops, 
Ship Island, Miss., March 1, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. W. HOFFMAN, Commissary-General of Prisoners: 


Sir: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week end- 
ing the month of February, 1865: 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—good. Clothing—good, considering 
the cold weather abated. Bedding—straw. State of quarters—tents 
rotten. State of mess-houses—none. State of kitchen—good. Food, 
quality of—good. Food, quantity of—plenty. Water—good. Sinks— 
good. Police of grounds—good. Drainage—good. Police of hos- 
pital—good. Attendance of sick—good. Hospital diet—good. Gen- 
eral health of prisoners—good. Vigilance of guard—excellent. 

The tents now occupied by the prisoners are so rotten that a norther 
tears them down by the dozen. Can the prison fund be used for 
ordering lumber, &c., to build barracks? 

Respectfully referred to the Commissary-General of Prisoners. 

ERNEST W. HOLMSTEDT, 
Colonel Seventy-fourth U. S. Colored Troops, 
Commanding Ship Island, Miss. 


[First indorsement.] 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., March 28, 1865. 
Respectfully returned to Col. E. W. Holmstedt, commanding Ship 
Island, whose attention is called to paragraph IX of the circular from 
this office of 20th of April, 1864, and to the “directions” printed on 
this form, and he will furnish without delay the plans and estimates 
for the barracks which he reports as necessary. Much time would 
have been saved if he had been governed by these orders before asking 
authority to build barracks. 
By order of Brig. Gen, W. Hoffman, Commissary-General of Prisoners: 
W. T. HARTZ, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


(Second indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS, Ship Island, April 18, 1865. 


Respectfully returned, explaining why the question within was asked. 

Capt. M. R. Marston, First U. 8. Intantry, commissary of prisoners 

at New Orleans, arrived at this post November 24, 1864, with a plan for 

the construction of prisoners’ barracks as proposed by General W. 

Hoffman, Commissary-Generalof Prisoners. I was requested to submit 
a plan of my own, which done, was told to await further orders. 
ERNEST W. HOLMSTEDT, 

Colonel, Commanding Post. 


Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND, 
OFFICE PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 
Eastport, March 1, 1865. 
General W. D. WHIPPLE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General and Ohief of Staff: 

I have the honor to inclose my report of the trip to Dixie. I send 
it by a special messenger and have directed him to wait for dispatches 
in return. Will you have the kindness to present the matter to the 
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general commanding, and send the messenger back by return train if 
possible. 1 have some important private business to transact at Mur- 
freesborough on the 11th instant, but I am fearful I shall not be able 
to do it and attend to my duty here. If I knew anyway to be relieved 
for afew days in case I should not get through here before the 8th 
instant, I would like to have it done, but my assistants in Nashville 
cannot be spared from their posts any more than I can here, and the 
only way would be to let such prisoners as might be on hand wait my 
return, and that would seem to be hard on the prisoners, as they will 
all be suffering and anxious to get to their homes; still I would like 
the permission to leave here on the 8th, to go to Murfreesborough and 
return on the 12th, in case I should not have finished my duties here 
before then, and should find that the interest of the service would not 
be jeopardized and our prisoners would not suffer by my doing so. 

I inclose an advertisement of a sheriff's sale, which I feel quite 
anxious to attend. 

In my interview with Forrest he said he thought Lee would have to 
get out of Richmond, and that he would move his army into Kentucky, 
and that he would march with 200,000 men into Illinois this summer. 

The rebel authorities are enrolling the negroes in Mississippi pre- 
paratory to putting them into the service. 

I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. PARKHURST, 
Colonel and Provost-Marshal- General. 


P. S.—I inclose the latest rebel papers I could get. Forrest brought 
none up with him and none came up after he left. 
IGOR: 


(Inclosure.] 


HpgQRs. DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND, 
OFFICE PRovosT-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 
Eastport, Miss., March 1, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. W. D. WHIPPLE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General and Chief of Staff: 

I have the honor to report that, agreeably to orders from department 
headquarters, issued February 17, 1865, I left Nashville on the morning 
of the 19th of February with dispatches for Major-General Forrest, of 
the rebel Army, and reached Eastport, Miss., on the evening of the 20th 
of February. Owing to a delay in furnishing an escort I did not get 
away from Kastport until about 11 o’clock on the morning of the 21st. 
I was provided with an escort of twenty men and ten days’ rations and 
forage. On reaching Burnsville I found that there were no rebel troops 
there and none at Corinth, and that there was neither railroad nor 
telegraphic communication between Corinth and West Point, where 
General Forrest's headquarters are located. 

I remained at Burnsville until the morning of the 22d, when I started 
for Rienzi; found no rebel troops until I reached a point about one mile 
from Jacinto, where there were five rebel scouts, but found no pickets, 
and saw nothing of any (rebel) troops until I reached Tuscumbia River, 
where there was a picket-post in charge of Lieutenant Phipps, of the 
Tenth Tennessee (rebel) Cavalry. Lieutenant Phipps halted me and 
desired to know the object of the flag, and I informed him I was the 
bearer of dispatches to General Forrest and desired to communicate 
with him from Rienzi by telegraph ; that I could not make known my 
business to him, and could communicate with General Forrest only from 
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Rienzi. Lieutenant Phipps allowed me to pass on and escorted me and 

my escort into Rienzi. I immediately went to the telegraph office and 

sent the following communication to General Forrest, at West Point, viz: 
RiEnz1, February 22, 1865. 


Maj. Gen. N. B. Forrest, 
Comdg. Dept. of Mississippi and East Louisiana, C. S. Army, West Point: 


I have the honor to report my arrival at this place under flay of truce as the bearer 
of dispatches from Major-General Thomas, U. S. Army, commanding Department of 
the Cumberland, to yourself. I have some important dispatches, and am authorized 
to make arrangements for an immediate exchange of prisoners. I most respectfully 
request a personal interview at your earliest pleasure. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. PARKHURST, 
Colonel and Provost-Marshal-General, Department of the Cumberland. 


To which dispatch I received the following answer on the morning of 
the 23d of February, viz: 
WEST POINT, February 28, 1865. 
Colonel PaRKHURST, Rienzi: 


Will be up on train this evening. 
N. B, FORREST, 
Major-General. 


About 9 o’clock on the evening of the 23d I met General Forrest at 
the house of Mr. Rowland. He was accompanied by Major Anderson 
and Judge Caruthers of his staff. The general received me (and Cap- 
tain Hosea, who, at General Wilson’s request, accompanied me) very cor- 
dially. I presented the dispatches from the general commanding, after 
reading which General Forrest remarked that he desired an absolute 
and immediate exchange of prisoners, rank for rank and man for man, 
and did not wish to give or take paroles, but that he was anxious for 
an exchange and would accept the proposition, but that he could not 
consummate the arrangements for the exchange until he had submitted 
the papers to Lieutenant-General Taylor, who was in command of the 
‘Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana. General 
Forrest is in command of all the cavalry in the department and of the 
District of Mississippi and East Louisiana. 

General Forrest, however, said that he would go immediately to 
Meridian and see General Taylor, and that if I would wait at Rienzi 
until the evening of the 25th he would inform me by telegraph of Gen- 
eral Taylor’s decision, and also at what time the prisoners in their hands 
would be forwarded to Iuka, and about the number of prisoners in their 
department. I agreed to remain in Rienzi and await his reply. He 
delivered his answers to the communication from the general command- 
ing to me in writing, which are herewith forwarded. He also gave me 
a copy of a telegram from General Taylor received by him after he 
reached Rienzi. From this dispatch, an official copy of which I here- 
with inclose, it appears that General Forrest was not authorized to 
make any agreement, but that all matters were to be submitted for the 
decision of Lieutenant-General Taylor. In relation to guerrillas, Gen- 
eral Forrest remarked that he was as anxious to rid the country of them 
as was any officer in the U. 8S. Army, and that he would esteem it a favor 
if General Thomas would hang every one he caught. 

General Forrest desired the prisoners in our hands belonging to Gen- 
eral Roddey’s command sent to Iuka with other prisoners. He cared 
but little about them, as they were not of much service or account.. 

General Forrest left Rienzi for Meridian on the morning of the 24th 
of February at 8 o’clock. I heard nothing from: him on the 25th, nor 
on the 26th, but, supposing the delay occasioned by the telegraph wires 
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being down and the railroad track having been washed away by the 
heavy rains, I remained in Rienzi until the evening of the27th. About 
6 o’clock I received the following dispatches, viz: 


LAUDERDALE, February 26, 1865. 
Colonel Parxuurst, U. S. Army: 
Owing to heavy rains and washing of track I have not seenGeneral Taylor. Will 
do so to-day and telegraph you from Meridian. 
N. B. FORREST, 


Major-General. 


MERIDIAN, February 26, 1865. 
Colonel ParxaurstT, U. 8. Army: 


Col. N. G. Watts, assistant to Col. Robert Ould, has been sent for by Lieutenant- 
General Taylor. Assoon as he arrives he will be sent to Iuka to perfect the exchange 
of prisoners as agreed upon and to deliver them. It will not be necessary for you 
to remain longer at Rienzi. 

N. B. FORREST, 


Major-General. 

To which telegrams I sent the following reply: 

RIENZI, February 27, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. N. B. ForReEST, West Point: 

Your two telegrams have just been received. Iwill leave herein the morning, and 
hope to receive the prisoners at Iuka as early at least as you stated to General 
Thomas they would be sent. 

I left Rienzi on the morning of the 28th of February and came as far 
as Burnsville and stayed over night, and left Burnsville this morning at 
8 o'clock and reached Eastport at 3 o’clock this afternoon. 

In going out I found the roads in very good condition, and experi- 
enced but little inconvenience from bad roadsonmyreturn. The rains 
had washed away one bridge near Rienzi, over the Tuscumbia, which 
I had rebuilt by men of the escort. 

The citizens of the county of Tishomingo are in avery destitute con- 
dition, and are all depending upon supplies from the Mobile and 
Ohio Railroad. Pursuant to the arrangement made, a train of cars 
loaded with supplies arrived in Rienzi on the morning of the 28th 
ultimo and proceeded to Corinth. It is expected that supplies will be 
sent to Burnsville and Iuka in a day ortwo. The railroad is inrunning 
order to Corinth, and the road to Iuka is in good condition, with the 
exception of the trestle over Yellow Creek, which the citizens were to 
have repaired to-day. 

From such information as I could gather, I am satisfied that 
Lieutenant-General Taylor’s headquarters are at Meridian. Major- 
General Forrest’s headquarters are at West Point. General Forrest 
has some troops at West Point. General Jackson has a brigade of 
cavalry at Verona. There are no troops north of Verona, except picket- 
posts at the railroad stations. There is a picket-post at Baldwyn, 
twenty miles south of Rienzi, and a picket-post of about forty men at 
Rienzi. The lieutenant in charge of the picket at Rienzi is charged 
with the scouting service to the front and sends his scouts as near 
Hastport as he can. 

I saw in the telegraph office at Rienzi a dispatch from Lieutenant 
Phipps to the officer in charge at Verona, reporting information from a 
scout just in from Eastport, saying that ‘the enemy has from 6,000 to 
8,000 mounted and dismounted cavalry at Eastport.” The enemy has no 
troops at Corinth and none north of Rienzi. General Forrest issued an 
order while at Rienzi directing Major George, who has been hanging 
around Iuka, to report at once with his command to General Roddey’s 
nena for orders. I think there is a small force of rebels at 

on. 
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General Forrest informed me that the Federal prisoners were mostly 
at Cahaba Mines, and that he understood there were from 7,000 to 
10,000 Federal prisoners in General Taylor’s department. 

If so large a number of prisoners should be delivered here it will 
take some time to get them transported to Saint Louis, as there are no 
boats here capable of varrying over 400 or 500 men. I would respect- 
fully suggest that to save time and to secure the use of boats for other 
purposes, the men be sent from this point to Cairo by boat, and be 
sent from Cairo to Saint Louis by railroad. As these prisoners will be 
exceedingly anxious to reach their homes, it will be difficult to prevent 
them leaving the boat and the cars en route to Saint Louis, unless a 
guard is placed over them, and I would ask for instructions upon the 
subject and authority to request a suitable detail for a guard en route, 
and for an extra guard in case of a transfer from the boats to the cars 
at Cairo. The guard will be most needed at Paducah, where the boats 
take coal, and from there till they are delivered at Benton Barracks. 
If a detail of infantry troops could be sent to Johnsonville to report 
on the boats for duty it would be preferable to taking a guard of caval- 
rymen from this point. 

General Forrest expected to get the prisoners to Iuka by the 3d or 
4th instant, but I fear it will be several days later before they reach 
there. 

Permit me to inquire if the general commanding expects me to 
deliver the prisoners to the officer in charge of Benton Barracks, or 
will an officer be detailed for that purpose? 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. PARKHURST, 
Colonel and Provost-Marshal- General. 


[Sub-inclosure No. 1.] 


Hpgrzs. CAVALRY, DEPT. OF ALA., MISs., AND East LA., 
hienzi, Miss., February 23, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. G. H. THOMAS, 
Comdg. Department of the Cumberland, Nashville, Tenn. : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of. your 
favor of the 17th instant per Colonel Parkhurst.* 

Your proposition to exchange prisoners is accepted, subject, however, 
to the approval of the lieutenant-general commanding this department, 
which I have no hesitation in saying will be readily given. Will 
inform you by flag of truce at the earliest possible moment of his 
approval, and think the prisoners now in our hands can be delivered 
at Iuka by the 3d or 4th of March. 

The trains also for supplying the destitute citizens along the line of 
the Mobile and Ohio and the Memphis and Charleston Railroads will 
be run subject to the conditions named in your letter. No Confederate 
soldiers or officers will be authorized or allowed to go upon those 
trains. At the same time you are fully aware that the border is 
infested by lawless bands of deserters from both armies, and in case 
they should force themselves upon the train I hope you will not act 
hastily in the matter. To prevent such an occurrence was my reason 
for proposing to place a sufficient guard upon the trains to enforce a 
strict observance of the agreement. At any rate, every effort will be 
made to carry out the agreement in good faith. ; 

I will place in the hands of the conductors operating the train or 
trains a safeguard, enumerating and naming each man upon the train, 


* See Series I, Vol. XLIX, Part I, p. 735. 
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with orders to run them under a “white flag” as often as may be 
necessary for the purpose as agreed. , : 

The people here are compelled to have corn until they can raise a 
crop. The trains will be run exclusively to supply them, and [on] no 
condition whatever are they to be used for military purposes by either 
Federal or Confederate authority. 

As to the prisoners of General Roddey’s command, as well as all 
others belonging to our Army which it may be desired or desirable to 
deliver in this department, I request them sent to Iuka or any point 
which may be agreed upon or designated by Lieutenant-General Taylor 
for the delivery of all prisoners now in this department belonging to 
the Federal Army. 

In regard to the murder of Federal soldiers by guerrillas and the 
threatened execution of a number of Ferguson’s brigade in retaliation, 
I have nothing to say. I know nothing of the facts and can only for- 
ward the papers to General Beauregard, commanding the Military Dis- 
trict of the West, for his consideration and action. 

The communications in regard to Major Smith, captured at or near 
Murfreesborough, will receive attention. If retained as a prisoner of war 
he was doubtless sent forward by General Hood in advance of my com- 
mand. The papers will be forwarded, and if he is in this department 
he will be sent to Iuka. All citizens captured by me were released, and 
although I am not cognizant of any charges against Major Smith, he 
will either be returned or copies of charges against him forwarded to 
you, provided there are any. 

Assuring you, general, of my willingness and desire to relieve the 
suffering and alleviate the condition of the soldier in captivity and 
the wants of the destitute and dependent women and children of the 
country, 

I am, yours, very respectfully, 
N. B. FORREST, 
Major-General. 
[Sub-inclosure No. 2.] 
MERIDIAN, February 23, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. N. B. FoRREST: 

Receive General Thomas’ propositions and send them here for decis- 
ion. Make [no] agreement until empowered by the lieutenant-general 
commanding to do so. He will send you necessary power and instruc- 
tions as soon as he sees or receives the propositions. 

By order of Lieutenant-General Taylor: 

W. F. BULLOCK, JR., 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Hpqrs. Dist. oF TEXAS, New MExico, and ARIZONA, 
Houston, March 1, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. Ia. SZYMANSKI, 
Assistant Commissioner of Exchange, Shreveport, La. : 
COLONEL: Inclosed with this I send you several letters from Second 
Asst. Engineer Richard Finn, C. 8S. Navy, from which it will be seen 
he was captured on board the steamer Alice on this coast in Sep- 
tember last and taken to Fort Taylor, Fla., where with others captured 
at the same time he is confined and subjected to the harshest treatment 
not such as prisoners of war, as they are, have a right to demand. 
I write to solicit your kind offices in behalf of these unfortunate men 
and to suggest that the Federal authorities be notified of their status 
In our service, and that they be required to place them on the footing 
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of other prisoners of war. The names of these men are Richard Finn, 
second assistant engineer, C. S. Navy; James L. Mitchell, assistant 
engineer, marine department, District of Texas; Private Thomas Brick, 
Company C, Cook’s [Coast] Rangers, C. 8. Army; Private Thomas 
Richford,Company B, Cook’s [Coast] Rangers, C. S. Army. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. WALKER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


MARCH 1, 1865.—For Longstreet to Lee, relative to exchange of 
political prisoners, see Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part II, p. 1276.] 


MAROoH 2, 1865.—For Lee to Grant, relative to the exchange of 
political prisoners, see Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part II, p. 825.] 


City Point, VA., March 2, 1865. 
Col. WILLIAM HOFFMAN, Oommissary-General of Prisoners : 
You may commence forwarding rebel prisoners for exchange. 
U. 8S. GRANT, 
LIneutenant-General. 


VARINA, VA., March 2, 1865. 
Major-General HitcHcock, Washington: 

I can arrange exchange to March 1, or to February 1 if you prefer 
it. Cannot agree on 7th of February. March 1 will be in our favor. 
Shall I make the arrangement? 

JNO. E. MULFORD, 
LTieutenant-Colonel, &e. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., March 2, 1865. 
Col. B. F. Tracy, 
Commanding Depot Prisoners of War, Elmira, N. Y.: 
COLONEL: By direction of Lieutenant-General Grant you will for- 
ward for exchange with next party all citizens, prisoners, whose homes 
are within the rebel lines who are not awaiting trial on grave charges 
or who are not undergoing sentence, after which you will please furnish 
to this office a list of all citizen prisoners who are detained, with charges 
upon which they are held. Send duplicate parole-rolls with those for- 
warded and an ordinary roll to this office with a list of those retained. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


(Similar instructions to commanding officers of all military prisons.) 


CoLUMBUS, OHIO, March 2, 1865. 
Col. M. MILLs, 
Medical Inspector-General U, S. Army, Washington, D. C.: 
COLONEL: As some days will pass before my reports of inspections 
made in February will be ready for transmittal to you, I respectfully 
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submit for your immediate consideration the following special report 
concerning the military prison on Johnson’s Island, Ohio: 


SPECIAL REPORT. 


Locality and topography.—The military prison for commissioned offi- 
cers, pred pret is located on Johnson’s Island, Sandusky Bay, 
Ohio. The island is three miles from Sandusky Oity and about one 
mile from the mainland on the opposite side. The soil is a mixture of 
clay and loam, from two to eight feet in depth, resting on hard lime- 
stone rock, which in many places crops out upon the surface. Near the 
center of the island, which is about a mile and a half long by from one- 
quarter to one-third of a mile wide, is an elevated ridge running parallel 
with the long axis of the island, known as the Hog’s Back. On either 
side of this ridge the ground slopes gradually to the water. The island 
was formerly covered with forest trees, which have been used for fuel. 
The Government is now constructing two forts on this island; one, the 
larger of the two, is situated on the Hog’s Back, the other is immedi- 
ately north of the prison barracks. 

Olimatology.—As much has been said concerning the climate of this 
island, and as the Government has been even accused of inhumanity 
in putting prisoners of war thereon, I place on record the following 
meteorological statistics of Kelley’s Island, which lies near John- 
son’s Island. They are taken from the annual report of Mr. G. C. 
Huntington and are copied by me from a Sandusky paper: 


Month. 1860. | 1861. | 1862. 1863. | 1864. | Mean. 

SANWATY oe owas oes ae ome saa acssaesecconesaacaoreeace 28.60 | 27.22 | 27.22) 26.48 | 32.36 28. 08 
WObruAIVe ascetic ate eee sec to sano ae ee eeen eae ne nese 29.17 | 32.42] 26.73 | 29.00] 30.02 29.47 
MST OMS. Un csi sminccielsretic Gua sien’ borate teen sae a eareeets 39.90 | 34.73 32.93 | 32.00 | 33.98 34,72 
ADYil) os shinciccsin cies occ saces cost er emcee erie 45.25 | 46.82} 44.70] 43.03 | 45.02 44,96 
BY ane wecige eset pees s sae cer aun ae temeteleais oeteiec 61. 44 53.28 | 56.83 | 59.92} 569.95 58. 28 
PONS ods es dandeicceenags wap cedane aaa as bee eee 68.38 | 68.43 64.80 | 66.51 69. 71 67. 56 
Saly sere. enstoes elds ce ecess dese seek ease slececcteaee 70.69 | 70.69} 73.14] 71.42 | 76.17 72. 42 
PAUP USE oon sco as cnae cid totes calc alaatonn ies nee ea 70.72 | 79.82 | 73.39] 72.16 | 75.00 72. 62 
Heptom Doers . 26505 voa'.o cece acto deeceuneeae us caesuee 61.26 | 65.28 | 67.09} 62.46 | 64.41 64. 10 
QOetoberss28s scsi ae, wots Sern eee ono wcmenie cone 53. 40 42 | 54.37 50.14 | 51.23 52. 91 
November cet Acie nee ase Seer «cam eee eee 40,07 | 41.04] 40.40] 438.07] 41.00 41,11 
Decombersesqastee secs <meelsleee setae tasac setae 26.95 | 35.80 | 34.39 | 34.37] 28.67 32. 04 
Annualimean! <= jtcscancossecccerscneusaeccuiaee 49, 66 50.24 | 49.65 | 49.70] 50.03 32. 04 


Military prison.—The barracks constituting the military prison are 
situated in an inclosure of about seventeen acres. The police and 
drainage of this inclosure are very defective, but in no particular is 
this so marked as in that of the sinks. 

Condition of sinks.—Owing to the geological formation sinks cannot 
be dug more than eight feet deep, and blasting to a greater depth is 
extremely difficult, owing to the character of the rock and the position 
of its strata. It follows that in a few weeks’ time the sinks become 
full and new pits have to be opened. This has been so often repeated 
that the ground north and south of the prison barracks for a distance 
of fifty feet on either side may now be considered as one continuous 
sink, very superficially covered, and saturating the whole ground down 
to the rock. At my inspection these sinks were in the filthiest condi- 
tion imaginable, the excrementitious matter in some of them rising 
high above the seat and covering the floor. 

emedies.—To remedy this state of affairs two things are necessary: 
First, the introduction of water and water-closets; second, a more 
complete system of drainage. 
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Water.—Water is now supplied by hand force pumps connected with 
long iron pipes extending into the bay on the north side of the island. 
I recommend that the Commissary-General of Prisoners be requested 
to order the immediate construction of a reservoir, 70 by 200 feet and 7 
feet deep; the site to be the Hog’s Back, a little west of the fort now 
being constructed thereon; this reservoir to be supplied by a steam 
engine and force pump, connected with pipes to extend into the bay on 
the north side of the island; the water to be distributed wherever 
needed in pipes of 3-inch caliber. In a military point of view, this 
supply of water is important. I submit estimates of the cost of the 
proposed work. 

_ Water-tight boxes—I also recommend that in place of the present 
sinks the privies be supplied with water-tight boxes, lined with zinc, 
or with cast-iron troughs connected with water pipes, to be kept 
flushed with water and drained into the bay on the south side of the 
island by 6-inch iron pipes. 

Drainage.—I further recommend that all the ditches be cleaned and 
boarded and braced with timber to prevent the sides from falling in as 
at present; and that a main ditch, similarly planked and braced or 
walled with stone, be made, extending entirely across the prison inclo- 
sure from north to south and as near the center from east to west as the 
position of buildings will allow. 

Cooking and messing.—I also consider as essential to the proper police 
of these barracks that cooking and eating in the barracks be prohibited, 
and that both be confined to the mess-halls. It will be necessary, in 
order to enforce this rule, that the present mess-halls be repaired and 
floored and furnished with suitable cook-stoves and utensils. I recom- 
mend that this be done. It will be seen by the inclosed paper* that 
the estimated cost of the proposed water-works is $7,079.88. I am 
informed that the prison fund amounts to $80,000. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Rk. H. COOLIDGE, 
Medical Inspector, U. 8S. Army. 


DEPOT OF PRISONERS, Johnson’s Island, March 2, 1860. 
Brigadier-General HOFFMAN: 

GENERAL: I beg leave to present the following statement of facts 
and to ask that you have the corrective applied to the wrong com- 
plained of: In the recent operations around Nashville, a colonel com- 
manding a brigade of cavalry, I had the misfortune to be wounded and 
made a prisoner of war. I was borne in a suffering condition to one of 
your hospitals, when without my knowledge, I am sure without being 
interrogated as to my rank, I was enrolled it seems as a brigadier- 
general. No opportunity was offered after my attention was called to 
this error until I reached the prison at Louisville, when I promptly 
sought to correct it both as a matter of taste and as a matter of right. 
This I was informed would be done at this depot. Now, I am advised 
by the colonel commanding this prison that “no authority exists here 
for the alteration or correction of rolls sent here with prisoners.” I 
state that my rank is colonel of cavalry, commanding, as many officers 
of similar rank in your army, a brigade, and that an unwarrantable 
injustice seems likely to be inflicted by this unauthorized brevet, since 
general officers are not likely to be embraced in the present exchange. 


*See Morton to Hill, J uly 23, 1864, Vol. VII, this series, p. 488. 
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My situation is such, having lost an arm, suffered a fracture of several 
ribs, and a severe contusion of the shoulder, as to entitle me to prece- 
dence in exchange among the sick and disabled, and I am not willing, 
for the honors of the brevet rank thus imposed, to suffer the hardships 
of confinement if there is a corrective. Upon this candid statement of 
facts I rely upon your having me correctly enrolled. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EDMUND W. RUCKER, 
Colonel. OC. 8. Army. 


[Indorsement.] 


Hpgrs. U.S. FoRCES AT JOHNSON’S ISLAND AND SANDUSKY, 
Johnson’s Island, Ohio, March 3, 1865. 


Respectfully forwarded to Bvt. Brig. Gen. W. Hoffman, Commissary- 
General of Prisoners. 

The writer’s statement that he is advised that ‘no authority exists 
here for the alteration or correction of rolls sent here with prisoners” 
is incorrect. He was informed that the particular alteration he desires 
cannot be made here for want of evidence to confirm his statements. 

CHAS. W. HILL, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, 8. C., March 2, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, U.S. Army, 
Chief of Staff Armies of the United States, Washington, D. O.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 19th ultimo, giving directions concerning the disposal of 
the rebel prisoners of war in my hands; also your letter of the 21st 
ultimo, directing that John A. Baker, colonel North Carolina cavalry, 
a prisoner of war, at Fort Pulaski, Ga., be released on his taking the 
oath of allegiance to the United States. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Q. A. GILLMORE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND, 
Nashville, Tenn., March 2, 1865. 
Col. J. G. PARKHURST, 
Provost-Marshal-General, Department of the Cumberland: 


Sir: Major-General Thomas directs that you make arrangements for 
the exchange of Lieut. Col. Daniel Grass, Sixty-first Regiment Illinois 
Infantry. He was captured by Forrest’s command the 15th of last 
December and paroled by General Forrest for the purpose of procuring 
a special exchange for Col. E. W. Rucker, of Forrest’s command. 
Rucker was captured as a brigadier-general and has claimed to be such 
ever since his capture. Lieutenant-Colonel Grass can be exchanged 
with other officers sufficient to make up the difference in rank, or he 
may be exchanged for any Confederate officer of equal rank with him- 
self as you can arrange. 

Respectfully, yours, 
WM. D. WHIPPLE, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT, Richmond, March 2, 1865. 
Judge ROBERT OULD, Commissioner of Exchange, Richmond: 

Str: The Secretary of War desires that you will make application 
to the Honorable Secretary of the Navy for boats sufficient to assist in 
transporting prisoners from the point of landing to this city. He trusts 
that you will be enabled to procure such facilities, as the present 
arrangement must entail much suffering and disorder. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAML. W. MELTON, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


{Indorsement. ] 


RICHMOND, March 5. 1865. 

Respectfully returned to the Honorable Secretary of War. 

I have under my control steam-boat transportation for at least 2,000 
prisoners daily. I can bring up the river three times as many prison- 
ers as the enemy delivers, if there is no freshet. The difficulty has not 
been the want of transportation, but that the transportation which we 
had could not get up or down the river. Any transportation which 
the Secretary of the Navy could furnish (to any material extent) would 
be jess able to get through the obstructions and stem the current than 
that which we already have. Admiral Semmes has always complied 
with every request for vessels that I have made upon him. Upon 
a late occasion he furnished all he had, and when the best of these 
made the attempt to get through the obstructions it failed, and came 
near drowning all on board. During a freshet we cannot bring the 
prisoners up the river, no matter how many boats we have. When 
there is no freshet I can bring with my present transportation three 
times as many as the enemy delivers. 

RO. OULD, 
Agent of Hachange. 


EXCHANGE BUREAU, March 2, 1865. 


Hon. ROBERT OULD: 

Str: On Saturday, the 25th ultimo, I went to the wharf at Rocketts 
at 9 a. m. for the purpose of going to Boulware’s Wharf to meet Colonel 
Mulford, the Federal commissioner, who was to deliver at that point 
on that day 1,500 of our returning prisoners. I found the river so high 
that the transport steamer William Allison could not go down on 
account of being unable to pass the obstructions at Drewry’s Bluff. 
At your request I went down to Boulware’s in a small steamer to meet 
Colonel Mulford with the prisoners. They arrived about 12 o’clock, and 
I was introduced by him to them. I stated to them that it was impos- 
sible on account of high water to get boats down to transport them to 
Richmond, but that if they were willing to march there I would con- 
duct them. They responded with a cheer and it was my impression 
that they were willing unanimously to make the march. After getting 
inside of our lines a good many of them seemed tired and some of them 
sick. All this class of men I cut off at General G. W. C. Lee’s head- 
quarters and determined to take them to Wilton Bridge, the nearest 
point on the river above the obstructions at which a boat could land. 
I got him (General Lee) to telegraph to you to send a boat to that 
point, and also to Admiral Semmes for one of his small propellers, the 
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only kind of boat that could pass the obstructions, to bring the men to 
Richmond. I got them under shelter at Wilton and got rations for 
them from the commissary. The Torpedo, a small propeller, was sent 
up by the admiral, the men were put on board and brought to the city. 
On our way up we were met by the Allison, which had been sent down 
by you to take them. I agreed to meet Colonel Mulford the following 
day, which was Sunday, if it met your approbation, at Cox’s Wharf by 
way of the river to make arrangements to bring up the remainder of 
the men, but it was impossible to get there, the river continuing to rise 
all the time. 

On Monday, at your request, I went by land to Boulware’s Wharf and 
met Colonel Mulford. I stated to him that it was impossible to get 
down the river with the boats, and that all of the men he had on his 
vessels who could walk to Richmond and were willing to do so would 
be received at that point the next day at 10 o’clock. 

Sufficient transportation could not be had for the number he expected 
to deliver (2,000 men), and whom he represented as being very anxious 
to come, if the state of the roads had not rendered it totally impracti- 
cable to transport them by land. With this understanding he sent 
notices to all of the vessels he had at Varina that he would deliver such 
of them as could walk to Richmond the next morning at Boulware’s. I 
went down on Tuesday morning and received 231 officers and 1,386 
enlisted men. On getting the men inside of our lines I found that 
many of them could not make the march to Richmond. I sent a mes- 
senger to the officer in command at Chaffin’s Bluff to know whether he 
would receive these men and get Admiral Semmes to send them up in 
one of his small propellers. He agreed to do so, and I turned back all 
of them who were within a mile of the bluff. Cooked rations for 2,000 
men had been provided and what ambulance transportation I could pro- 
cure; all of which met me at Cornelius’ Run within half a mile of the 
point at which I turned back the last of the men to Chaffin’s. I got all 
of the men up, the rations were issued to them, and those least able to 
march were put into the ambulances and wagons. After getting a mile 
or so I found that there were others who could not march to Richmond 
that night, and failing to get any transportation from the quartermasters 
on the road, I saw the brigade surgeon of Du Bose’s brigade and got 
him to receive in his hospital those whom I thought could not get to 
town, intending to send for them. I stayed in the rear of the column 
until they were all within two miles of the city, and had provided for 
every man whom I thought could not get here that night in good time. 
A portion of those who went to Chaffin’s came up the same afternoon, 
the remainder the next morning. I met next morning a good many of 
those left at the hospital walking to town, who said they felt able to 
“make it,” and would not wait for the ambulances which were sent for 
them, so that only eleven remained to be transported, and they were 
brought in and delivered at the receiving hospital. 

On Wednesday all of the transportation that the Government could 
furnish and that could be procured by the impressment of private 
vehicles was carried to Boulware’s for the purpose of bringing up those 
unable to march, but no prisoners were delivered by the Federal com- 
missioners. The river having fallen sufficiently, the boats resumed their 
trips to-day and brought up a number of sick and disabled men. 

Very respectfally, your obedient servant, 
J. B. BROCK, 
Surgeon, Provisional Army, O. 8., 
In Charge Transportation of Sick and Paroled. 
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CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va,, March 2, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. J. OC. VAUGHN, Bristol, Tenn.: 


GENERAL: Your letter of the 19th ultimo has been received and 
referred to the agent of exchange. Iam directed by the Secretary of 
War to say that an arrangement for the release of all citizen prisoners 
has recently been effected. This will obviate the necessity of sending to 
you any Union men of Tennessee held as prisoners, to be exchanged for 
the citizens forwarded by the provost marshal of East Tennessee. I 
am assured by the agent of exchange that all proper subjects for 
release belonging to this class, including those at Salisbury, will be 
delivered at the earliest possible date at City Point or on the Wilming- 
ton lines. You are authorized to communicate this assurance to the 
provost-marshal of East Tennessee. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAML. W. MELTON, 
Tteutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General 


HpqQrs. DEPT. OF MISSISSIPPI AND HAST LOUISIANA, 
West Point, Miss., March 2, 1865. 


Col. J. G. PARKHURST, 
Provost-Marshal- General, Dept. of the Cumberland, U. 8. Army: 
It will be the 10th at least before we can send prisoners to Iuka. 
High water and bad condition of roads render it impossible to do so 


earlier. 
N. B. FORREST, 
Major-General. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. O0., March 3, 1865. 


Lieut. Gen. U.S. GRANT, 
Commanding Armies of the United States, City Point, Va.: 

GENERAL: Some months since twenty-six citizen prisoners were, by 
order of the Secretary of War, sent from the Old Capitol to Fort Dela- 
ware to be held as hostages for Union citizens held at Salisbury, N. C. 
In the meantime some of them have been discharged on taking the 
oath of allegiance and others are applying to do so. Pursuant to your 
telegram of the 23d ultimo, and with the approbation of the War 
Department, I have directed that such of these men as still remain at 
Fort Delaware who desire to be exchanged be forwarded to City Point 
for exchange, or to be disposed of as youmay think proper. They will 
be on a list by themselves. 

All citizen prisoners of the class designated in your telegram of the 
23d have been ordered to be forwarded for exchange, and I will 
furnish you a list of those who remain, with the charges against them, 
as soon as reports are received from the camps where they are held. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 


Bot. Brig. Gen., U. 8S. Army, Oommissary-General of Prisoners. 
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City Port, VA., March 3, 1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel MULFORD: 
(Care General Ord.) 

Word has been sent to me that there are in Richmond thirty-four 
boxes blankets, ten boxes blouses, eighteen boxes -shoes, four boxes 
socks, two boxes shirts, and two boxes pants. Some measures I think 
should be taken to have these articles returned or cared for, for the 
benefit of future prisoners. They had probably better be returned. 

U. S. GRANT, 
LTieutenant- General. 


VARINA LANDING, March 3, 1865. 
General GRANT: 

General Hayes holds Judge Ould’s receipt for all packages, public 
and private, left in Richmond. They were left subject to our order. 
I mentioned the matter to you, and on the understanding I had of the 
matter authorized the use, under supervision of our own officers there, 
of such articles as might be needed by our men coming into Richmond 
from other points, they being mostly sick and wounded. I will call on 
Mr, Ould to-morrow to return whatever he may now have on hand. 

JNO. E. MULFORD, 
Tieutenant-Colonel, &e. 
WASHINGTON, March 3, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. J. E, MULFORD: 

Agree upon the 1st of March for an exchange declaration and report 

it to General Hoffman. 
E. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General, &e. 
Hpars. First DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF KENTUCKY, 
Lexington, March 3, 1865. 
Maj. G. M. Bascom, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

MaJsor: We have at this place quite a number of Confederate guer- 
rillas and other prisoners awaiting trial and sentence by military com- 
mission and court-martial. As the rolls and records relating to these 
prisoners have been removed to Louisville, I most respectfully suggest 
that the prisoners be removed to that point also, the buildings and 
prison accommodation at Louisville being better and more suitable 
than those at this place. Besides, they will be more securely confined 
and less liable to recapture. Other prisoners when captured can be 
forwarded to Louisville in charge of railroad-train guard. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. H. HOBSON, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND, 
Nashville, Tenn., March 3, 1865. 
Brigadier-General GRANGER, 
Commanding District of Northern Alabama, Huntsville : 

Inform General Roddey that I have applied for the prisoners of war 
belonging to his command to be sent me for exchange, and as soon as 
they arrive here they will be forwarded to Huntsville. 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers, Commanding. 
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[Marcu 3, 1865.—For Special Orders, No. 52, Adjutant and Inspec- 
tor General's Office, relieving Brig. Gen. ave aN araner from duty 
Saar joner one th of Prisoners, see Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part II, 
p. . 


Marcu 3, 1865. 


Report of the joint select committee appointed to investigate the condition 
and treatment of prisoners of war. 


[By Mr. Watson in Senate and Mr. Perkins in House.] 


The duties assigned to the committee under the several resolutions 
of Congress designating them are— 
to investigate and report upon the condition and treatment of the prisoners of war 
respectively held by the Confederate and United States Governments; upon the 
causes of their detention and the refusal to exchange, and also upon the violations 
by the enemy of the rules of civilized warfare in the conduct of the war. 

These subjects are broad in extent and importance, and in order 
fully to investigate and present them the committee propose to con- 
tinue their labors in obtaining evidence and deducing from it a truth- 
ful report of facts illustrative of the spirit in which the war has been 
conducted. 


NORTHERN PUBLICATIONS. 


But we deem it proper at this time to make a preliminary report, 
founded upon evidence recently taken, relating to the treatment of 
prisoners of war by both belligerents. This report is rendered spe- 
cially important by reason of persistent efforts lately made by the 
Government of the United States, and by associations and individuals 
connected or co-operating with it, to asperse the honor of the Con- 
federate authorities and to charge them with deliberate and willful 
cruelty to prisoners of war. Two publications have been issued at the 
North within the past year, and have been circulated not only in the 
United States but in some parts of the South, and in Europe. One of 
these is the report of the joint select committee of the Northern Con- 
gress on the conduct of the war, known as Report No. 67.* The other 
purports to be a “ Narrative of the privations and sufferings of United 
States officers and soldiers while prisoners of war,” and is issued as a 
report of a commission of inquiry appointed by “The U.S. Sanitary 
Commission.” t 

This body is alleged to consist of Valentine Mott, M. D., Edward 
Delafield, M. D., Gouverneur Morris Wilkins, esq., Ellerslie Wallace, 
M. D., Hon. J. J. Clarke Hare, and Rev. Treadwell Walden. Although 
these persons are not of sufficient public importance and weight to give 
authority to their publication, yet your committee have deemed it 
proper to notice it in connection with the Report No. 67 before men- 
tioned, because the Sanitary Commission has been understood to have 
acted to a great extent under the control and by the authority of the 
United States Government, and because their report claims to be 
founded on evidence taken in solemn form. 


* Report No. 67, House of Representatives, Thirty-eighth Congress, first session. 
tPrinted for the U. §. Sanitary Commission by King & Baird, 607 Sansom street, 


Philadelphia, Pa., 1864. 
22 R R—SERIES II, VOL VIII 
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THEIR SPIRIT AND INTENT. 


A candid reader of these publications will not fail to discover that, 
whether the statements they make be true or not, their spirit is not 
adapted to promote a better feeling between the hostile powers. They 
are not intended for the humane purpose of ameliorating.the condition 
of the unhappy prisoners held in captivity. They are designed to 
inflame the evil passions of the North; to keep up the war spirit among 
their own people; to represent the South as acting under the dominion 
of.a spirit of cruelty, inhumanity, and interested malice, and thus to 
vilify her people in the eyes of all on whom these publications can 
work. They are justly characterized by the Hon. James M. Mason as 
belonging to that class of literature called the “‘sensational”—a style 
of writing prevalent for many years at the North, and which, beginning 
with the writers of newspaper narratives and cheap fiction, has grad- 
ually extended itself until it is now the favored mode adopted _ by med- 
ical professors, judges of courts, and reverend clergymen, and is even 
chosen as the proper style for a report by a committee of their Congress, 


PHOTOGRAPHS. 


Nothing can better illustrate the truth of this view than the “ Report 
No. 67” and its appendages. It is accompanied by eight pictures or 
photographs, alleged to represent U. S. prisoners of war, returned 
from Richmond, in a sad state of emaciation and suffering. Concern- 
ing these cases, your committee will have other remarks, to be pres- 
ently submitted. They are only alluded to now to show that this 
report does really belong to the ‘‘sensational” class of literature, and 
that, “prima facie,” it is open to the same criticism to which the yellow- 
covered novels, the ‘‘narratives of noted highwaymen,” and the “awful 
beacons” of the Northern bookstalls should be subjected. 

The intent and spirit of this report may be gathered from the fol- 
lowing extract: 

The evidence proves, beyond all manner of doubt, a determination on the part of 
the rebel authorities, deliberately and persistently practiced for a long time past, 
to subject those of our soldiers who have been so unfortunate as to fall in their 
hands to a system of treatment which has resulted in reducing many of those who 
have survived and been permitted to return to us to a condition, both physically 
and mentally, which no language we can use can adequately describe.—Report, p. [1]. 

And they give also a letter from Edwin M. Stanton, the Northern 
Secretary of War, from which the following is an extract: 

The enormity of the crime committed by the rebels toward our prisoners for the 
last several months is not known or realized by our people, and cannot but fill with 
horror the civilized world when the facts are fully revealed. There appears to have 
been a deliberate system of savage and barbarous treatment and starvation, the result 
of which will be that few (if any) of the prisoners that have been in their hands dur- 
ing the past winter will ever again be in a condition to render any service or even 
to enjoy life.—Report, p. 4. 

And the Sanitary Commission, in their pamphlet, after picturing 
many scenes of privation and suffering, and bringing many charges of 
cruelty against the Confederate authorities, declare as follows: 

The conclusion is unavoidable, therefore, that these privations and sufferings have 
been designedly inflicted by the military and other authorities of the rebel Govern- 


ment, and could not have been due to causes which such authorities could not 
control.—P. 95, 


TRUTH TO BE SOUGHT. 


After examining these publications your committee approached the 
subject with an earnest desire to ascertain the truth. If their investi- 
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gation should result in ascertaining that these charges (or any of them) 
were true, the committee desired, as far as might be in their power and 
as far as they could influence the Congress, to remove the evils com- 
plained of and to conform to the most humane spirit of civilization; 
and if these charges were unfounded and false, they deemed it a sacred 
duty, without delay, to present to the Confederate Congress and peo- 
ple and to the public eye of the enlightened world, a vindication of 
their country, and to relieve her authorities from the injurious slanders 
brought against her by her enemies. With these views we have taken 
a considerable amount of testimony bearing on the subject. We have 
sought to obtain witnesses whose position or duties made them familiar 
with the facts testified to, and whose characters entitled them to full 
credit. We have not hesitated to examine Northern prisoners of war 
upon points and experience specially within their knowledge. We now 
present the testimony taken by us, and submit a report of facts and 
inferences fairly deducible from the evidence, from the admissions of our 
enemies, and from public records of undoubted authority. 


FACTS AS TO SICK AND WOUNDED PRISONERS. 


First in order, your committee will notice the charge, contained both 
in “‘Report No. 67” and in the “‘sanitary” publication, founded on the 
appearance and condition of the sick prisoners-sent from Richmond to 
Annapolis and Baltimore about the last of April, 1864. These are the 
men, some of whom form the subjects of the photographs with which 
the U. S. Congressional committee have adorned their report. The 
disingenuous attempt is made in both these publications to produce 
the impression that these sick and emaciated men were fair representa- 
tives of the general state of the prisoners held by the South, and that 
all their prisoners were being rapidly reduced to the same state, by 
starvation and cruelty, and by neglect, ill-treatment, and denial of 
proper food, stimulants, and medicines in the Confederate hospitals. 
Your committee take pleasure in saying that not only is this charge 
proved to be wholly false, but the evidence ascertains facts as to the 
Confederate hospitals, in which Northern prisoners of war are treated, 
highly creditable to the authorities which established them, and to the 
surgeons and their aids who have so humanely conducted them. The 
facts are simply these: 

The Federal authorities, in violation of the cartel, having for a long 
time refused exchange of prisoners, finally consented to a partial 
exchange of the sick and wounded on both sides. Accordingly, a num- 
ber of such prisoners were sent from the hospitals in Richmond. 
General directions had been given that none should be sent except 
those who might be expected to endure the removal and passage with 
safety to their lives; but in some cases the surgeons were induced to 
depart from this rule by the entreaties of some officers and men in the 
last stages of emaciation, suffering not only with excessive debility, 
but with “nostalgia,” or homesickness, whose cases were regarded as 
desperate, and who could not live if they remained, and wight possibly 
improve if carried home. Thus it happened that some very sick and 
emaciated men were carried to Annapolis, but their illness was not the 
result of ill-treatment or neglect. Such cases might be found in any 
large hospital, North or South. They might even be found in private 
families, where the sufferer would be surrounded by every comfort that 
love could bestow. Yet these are the cases which, with hideous viola- 
tion of decency, the Northern committee have paraded in pictures and 
photographs. They have taken their own sick and enfeebled soldiers; 
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have stripped them naked; have exposed them before a daguerreian 
apparatus; have pictured every shrunken limb and muscle—and all 
for the purpose, not of relieving their sufferings, but of bringing a false 
and slanderous charge against the South. 


CONFEDERATE SICK AND WOUNDED—THEIR CONDITION WHEN 
RETURNED. 


The evidence is overwhelming that the illness of these prisoners was 
not the result of ill-treatment or neglect. The testimony of Surgeons 
Semple and Spence, of Assistant Surgeons Tinsley, Marriott, and 
Miller, and of the Federal prisoners, E. P. Dalrymple, George Henry 
Brown, and Freeman B. Teague, ascertains this to the satisfaction of 
every candidmind. Butinrefuting this charge your committee are com- 
pelled by the evidence to bring a counter-charge against the Northern 
authorities, which they fear will not be so easily refuted. In exchange, 
a number of Confederate sick and wounded prisoners have been at 
various times delivered at Richmond and at Savannah. The mortality 
among these on the passage and their condition when delivered were 
so deplorable as to justify the charge that they had been treated with 
inhuman neglect by the Northern authorities. 


Assistant Surgeon Tinsley testifies: 


I have seen many of our prisoners returned from the North who were nothing but 
skin and bones. They were as emaciated as a man could be to retain life, and the 
photographs (appended to Report No. 67) would not be exaggerated representations 
of our returned prisoners to whom I[ thus allude. I saw 250 of our sick brought in 
on litters from the steamer at Rocketts. Thirteen dead bodies were brought off the 
steamer the same night. At least thirty died in one night after they were received. 


Surgeon Spence testifies: 


I was at Savannah and saw rather over 3,000 prisoners received. The list showed 
that a large number had died on the passage from Baltimore to Savannah. The 
number sent from the Federal prisons was 3,500, and out of that number they deliv- 
ered only 3,028, to the best of my recollection. Captain Hatch can give you the 
exact number. Thus about 472 died on the passage. I was told that 67 dead bodies 
had been taken from one train of cars between Elmira and Baltimore. After being 
received at Savannah they had the best attention possible, yet many died in a few 
days. In carrying out the exchange of disabled, sick, and’ wounded men, we deliv- 
ered at Savannah and Charleston about 11,000 Federal prisoners, and their physical 
condition compared most favorably with those we received in exchange, although of 
cour the worst cases among the Confederates had been, removed by death during 

© passage. 


Richard H. Dibrell, a merchant of Richmond and a member of the 
‘‘ Ambulance Committee,” whose labors in mitigating the sufferings of 
the wounded have been acknowledged both by Confederate and North- 
ern men, thus testifies concerning our sick and wounded soldiers at 
Savannah returned from Northern prisons and hospitals: 


I have never seen a set of men in worse condition. They were so enfeebled and 
emaciated that we lifted them like little children. Many of them were like living 
skeletons. Indeed, there was one poor boy, about seventeen years old, who pre- 
sented the most distressing and deplorable appearance I ever saw. He was nothing 
but skin and bone, and besides this he was literally eaten up with vermin. He died 
in the hospital in a few days after being removed thither, notwithstanding the kind- 
est treatment and the use of the most judicious nourishment. Our men were in so 
reduced a condition that on more than one trip up on the short passage of ten miles 
from the transports to the city as many as five died. The clothing of the privates 
was ina wretched state of tatters and filth. The mortality on the passage from 
Maryland was very great as well as that on the passage from the prisons to the port 
from which they started. I cannot state the exact number, but J think I heard that 
3,500 were started, and we only received about 3,027. I have looked at the photo- 
graphs appended to Report No. 67 of the committee of the Federal Congress, and do 
not hesitate to declare that several of our men were worse cases of emaciation and 
sickness than any represented in these photographs. 
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The testimony of Mr. Dibrell is confirmed by that of Andrew John- 
ston, also a merchant of Richmond, and a member of the “Ambulance 
Committee.” 

Thus it appears that the sick and wounded Federal prisoners at 
Annapolis, whose condition has been made a subject of outery and of 
widespread complaint by the Northern Congress, were not in a worse 
state than were the Confederate prisoners returned from Northern 
hospitals and prisons, of which the humanity and superior management 
are made subjects of special boasting by the U. S. Sanitary Commission. 


CONFEDERATE HOSPITALS FOR PRISONERS. 


In connection with this subject your committee take pleasure in 
reporting the facts ascertained by their investigations concerning the 
Confederate hospitals for sick and wounded Fede 1 prisoners. They 
have made personal examination, and have taken evidence specially in 
relation to ‘Hospital No. 21,” in Richmond, because this has been 
made the subject of distinct charge in the publication last mentioned. 
It has been shown not only by the evidence of the surgeons and their 
assistants, but by that of Federal prisoners, that the treatment of the 
Northern prisoners in these hospitals has been everything that human- 
ity could dictate; that their wards have been well ventilated and 
clean; their food the best that could be procured for them, and, in fact, 
that no distinction has been made between their treatment and that of 
our own sick and wounded men. Moreover, it is proved that it has 
been the constant practice to supply to the patients out of the hospital 
funds such articles as milk, butter, eggs, tea, and other delicacies 
when they were required by the condition of the patient. This is 
proved by the testimony of E. P. Dalrymple, of New York; George 
Henry Brown, of Pennsylvania, and Freeman B. Teague, of New 
Hampshire, whose depositions accompany this report. 


CONTRAST. 


This humane and considerate usage was not adopted in the U.S. 
hospital on Johnson’s Island, where Confederate sick and wounded 
officers were treated. Col. J. H. Holman thus testifies: 

The Federal authorities did not furnish to the sick prisoners the nutriment and 
other articles which were prescribed by their own surgeons. All they would do 
was to permit the prisoners to buy the nutriment or stimulants needed, and if they 
had no money they could not get them. I know this, for I was in the hospital sick 
myself, and I had to buy myself such articles as eggs, milk, flour, chickens, and 
butter after their doctors had prescribed them. And I know this was generally the 
case, for we had to get up a fund among ourselves for this purpose to aid those who 
were not well supplied with money. 

This statement is confirmed by the testimony of Actg. Asst. Surg. 
John J. Miller, who was at Johnson’s Island for more than eight 
months. When it is remembered that such articles as eggs, milk, 
and butter were very scarce and high-priced in Richmond and plentiful 
and cheap at the North, the contrast thus presented may well put to 
shame the Sanitary Commission and dissipate the self-complacency with 
which they have boasted of the superior humanity in the Northern 
prisons and hospitals. 


CHARGE OF ROBBING PRISONERS. 


Your committee now proceed to notice other charges in these publi- 
cations. It is said that their prisoners were habitually stripped of 
blankets and other property on being captured. What pillage may 
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have been committed on the battle-field after the excitement of com- 
bat your committee cannot know. But they feel well assured that 
such pillage was never encouraged by the Confederate generals, and 
bore no comparison to the wholesale robbery and destitution to which 
the Federal armies have abandoned themselves in possessing parts 
of our territory. It is certain that after the prisoners were brought 
to the Libby and other prisons in Richmond no such pillage was 
permitted. Only articles which came properly under the head of 
munitions of war were taken from them. 


SHOOTING PRISONERS. 


The next charge noticed is that the guards around the Libby Pri- 
son were in the habit of recklessly and inhumanly shooting at the 
prisoners upon the most frivolous pretexts, and that the Confederate 
officers, so far from forbidding this rather encouraged it, and made it 
a subject of sportive remark. This charge is wholly false and base- 
less. The rules and regulations appended to the deposition of Maj. 
Thomas P. Turner expressly provide, ‘‘Nor shall any prisoner be 
fired upon by a sentinel or other person, except in case of revolt 
or attempted escape.” Five or six cases have occurred in which pris- 
oners have been fired on and killed or hurt; but every case has been 
made the subject of careful investigation and report, as will appear 
by the evidence. As a proper comment on this charge, your commit- 
tee report that the practice of firing on our prisoners by the guards 
in the Northern prisons appears to have been indulged in to a most 
brutal and atrocious extent. See the depositions of C. C. Herrington, 
William F. Gordon, jr., J. B. McCreary, Dr. Thomas P. Holloway, 
and John P. Fennell. At Fort Delaware a cruel regulation as to the 
use of the “sinks” was made the pretext for firing on and murdering 
several of our men and officers, among them Licutenant-Colonel Jones, 
who was lame, and was shot down by the sentinel while helpless and 
feeble and while seeking to explain his condition. Yet this sentinel 
was not only not punished, but was promoted for his act. At Camp 
Douglas as many as eighteen of our men are reported to have been 
Shot in a single month. These facts may well produce a conviction in 
the candid observer that it is the North and not the South that is open 
to the charge of deliberately and willfully destroving the lives of 
the prisoners held by her. 


MEANS FOR SECURING CLEANLINESS. 


The next charge is that the Libby and Belle Isle prisoners were 
habitually kept in a filthy condition, and that the officers and men 
confined there were prevented from keeping themselves sufficiently 
clean to avoid vermin and similar discomforts. The evidence clearly 
contradicts this charge. It is proved by the depositions of Major 
Turner, Lieutenant Bossieux, Reverend Doctor McCabe, and others, 
that the prisons were kept constantly and systematically policed and 
cleansed; that in the Libby there was an ample supply of. water con- 
ducted to each floor by the city pipes, and that the prisoners were not 
only not restricted in its use, but urged to keep themselves clean. At 
Belle Isle, for a brief season (about three weeks), in consequence of a 
sudden increase in the number of prisoners, the police was interrupted, 
but it was soon restored, and ample means for washing both themselves 
and their clothes were at all times furnished to the prisoners, It is 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION AND CONFEDERATE. 343 


doubtless true that, notwithstanding these facilities, many of the pris- 
oners were lousy and filthy, but it was the result of their own habits 
and not of neglect in the discipline or arrangements of the prison. 
Many of the prisoners were captured and brought in while in this con- 
dition. The Federal General Neal Dow well expressed their character 
and habits. Wheu he came to distribute clothing among them he was 
met by profane abuse, and he said to the Confederate officer in charge, 
“You have here the scrapings and rakings of Europe.” That such 
men should be filthy in their habits might be expected. 


CHARGE OF WITHHOLDING AND PILLAGING BOXES. 


We next notice the charge that the boxes of provisions and clothing 
sent to the prisoners from the North were not delivered to them, and 
were habitually robbed and plundered by permission of the Confederate 
authorities. The evidence satisfies your committee that this charge is 
in all substantial points untrue. For a period of about one month there 
was a stoppage in the delivery of boxes, caused by a report that the 
Federal authorities were forbidding the delivery of similar supplies to 
our prisoners; but the boxes were put in a warehouse and were after- 
ward delivered. For some time no search was made of boxes from the 
Sanitary Committee intended for the prisoners’ hospitals, but a letter 
was intercepted advising that money should be sent in these boxes, ‘as 
they were never searched,” which money was to be used in bribing the 
guards and thus releasing the prisoners. After this it was deemed 
necessary to search every box, which necessarily produced some delay. 
Your committee are satisfied that if these boxes or their contents were 
robbed the prison officials are not responsible therefor. Beyond doubt 
robberies were often committed by prisoners themselves, to whom the 
contents were delivered for distribution to their owners. Notwith- 
standing all this alleged pillage, the supplies seem to have been sufficient 
to keep the quarters of the prisoners so well furnished that they fre- 
quently presented, in the language of a witness, ‘‘the appearance of a 
large grocery store.” 


THE FEDERAL COLONEL SANDERSON’S TESTIMONY. 


In connection with this point your committee refer to the testimony 
of a Federal officer, Col. James M. Sanderson, whose letter is annexed 
to the deposition of Major Turner. He testifies to the full delivery of 
the clothing and supplies from the North, and to the humanity and 
kindness of the Confederate officers, especially mentioning Lieutenant 
Bossieux, commanding on Belle Isle. His letter was addressed to the 
president of the U. 8. Sanitary Commission, and was beyond doubt 
received by them, having been forwarded by the regular flag of truce. 
Yet the scrupulous and honest gentlemen composing that commission 
have not found it convenient for their purposes to insert this letter in 
their publication. Had they been really searching for the truth this 
letter would have aided them in finding it. 


MINE UNDER THE LIBBY PRISON. 


Your committee proceed next to notice the allegation that the Con- 
federate authorities had prepared a mine under the Libby Prison, and 
placed init a quantity of gunpowder for the purpose of blowing up the 
buildings, with their inmates, in case of an attempt to rescue them. 
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After ascertaining all the facts bearing on this subject your committee 
believe that what was done under the circumstances will meet a ver- 
dict of approval from all whose prejudices do not blind them to the 
truth. The state of things was unprecedented in history, and must be 
judged of according to the motives at work and the result accomplished. 
A large body of Northern raiders, under one Colonel Dahlgren, was 
approaching Richmond. It was ascertained, by the reports of prison- 
ers captured from them and other evidence, that their design was to 
enter the city, to set fire to the buildings, public and private, for which 
purpose turpentine balls in great number had been prepared; to mur- 
der the President of the Confederate States and other prominent men; 
to release the prisoners of war, then numbering 5,000 or 6,000; to put 
arms into their hands, and to turn over the city to indiscriminate pil- 
lage, rape, and slaughter. At the same time a plot was discovered 
among the prisoners to co-operate in this scheme, and a large number 
of knives and slung-shots (made by putting stones into woolen stockings) 
were detected in places of concealment about their quarters. To defeat 
a plan so diabolical, assuredly the sternest means were justified. If it 
would have been right to put to death any one prisoner attemp.:).¢ to 
escape under such circumstances, it seems logically certain vnat it 
would have been equally right to put to death any number making 
such attempt. But in truth the means adopted were those of htmanity 
and prevention rather than of execution. The Confederate authorities 
felt able to meet and repulse Dahlgren and his raiders if they could 
prevent the escape of the prisoners. 

The real object was to save their lives as well as those of our citi- 
zens. The guard force at the prisons was small, and all the local 
troops in and around Richmond were needed to meet the threatened 
attack. Had the prisoners escaped, the women and children of the 
city,,as well as their homes, would have been at the mercy of 5,000 
outlaws. Humanity required that the most summary measures should 
be used to deter them from any attempt at escape. 

A mine was prepared under the Libby Prison; a sufficient quantity 
of gunpowder was put into it, and pains were taken to inform the 
prisoners that any attempt at escape made by them would be effectually 
defeated. The plan succeeded perfectly. The prisoners were awed 
and kept quiet. Dahlgren and his party were defeated and scattered. 
The danger passed away, and in a few weeks the gunpowder was 
removed. Such are the facts. Your committee do not hesitate to 
make them known, feeling assured that the conscience of the enlight- 
ened world and the great law of self-preservation will justify all that 
was done by our country and her officers. 


CHARGE OF INTENTIONAL STARVATION AND CRUELTY. 


We now proceed to notice, under one head, the last and gravest 
charge made in these publications. They assert that the Northern 
prisoners in the hands of the Confederate authorities have been starved, 
frozen, inhumanly punished, often confined in foul and loathsome quar- 
ters, deprived of fresh air and exercise, and neglected and maltreated 
in sickness—and that all this was done upon a deliberate, willful, and 
long-conceived plan of the Confederate Government and officers, for 
the purpose of destroying the lives of these prisoners, or of rendering 
them forever incapable of military service. This charge accuses the 
Southern Government of a crime so horrible and unnatural that it could 
never have been made except by those ready to blacken with slander 
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men whom they have long injured and hated. Your committee feel 
bound to reply to it calmly but emphatically. They pronounce it false 
in fact and design; false in the basis on which it assumes to rest, and 
oe in by: estimate of the motives which have controlled the Southern 
authorities. 


HUMANE POLICY OF THE CONFEDERATE GOVERNMENT. 


At an early period in the present contest the Confederate Govern- 
ment recognized their obligation to treat prisoners of war with 
humanity and consideration. Before any laws were passed on the 
subject the Executive Department provided such prisoners as fell into 
their hands with proper quarters and barracks to shelter them, and 
with rations the same in quantity and quality as those furnished to 
the Confederate soldiers who guarded these prisoners. They also 
showed an earnest wish to mitigate the sad condition of prisoners of 
war by a system of fair and prompt exchange; and the Confederate 
Congress co-operated in these humane views. By their act, approved 
on the 21st day of May, 1861, they provided that— 
all prisoners of war taken, whether on land or at sea, during the pending hostilities 
with the United States shall be transferred by the captors from time to time, and 
as often as convenient to the Department of War; and it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of War, with the approval of the President, to issue such instructions to 
the Quartermaster-General and his subordinates as shall provide for the safe custody 
and sustenance of prisoners of war; and the rations furnished prisoners of war 
shall be the same in quantity and quality as those furnished to enlisted men in the 
Army of the Confederacy. 

Such were the declared purpose and policy of the Confederate Goy- 
ernment toward prisoners of war; and amid all the privations and 
losses to which their enemies have subjected them they have sought 
to carry them into effect. 


RATIONS AND GENERAL TREATMENT. 


Our investigations for this preliminary report have been confined 
chiefly to the rations and treatment of the prisoners of war at the 
Libby and other prisons in Richmond and on Belle Isle. This we have 
done because the publications to which we have alluded refer chiefly 
to them, and because the Report No. 67 of the Northern Congress 
plainly intimates the belief that the treatment in and around Richmond 
was worse than it was farther South. That report says: 

It will be observed from the testimony that all the witnesses who testify upon 
that point state that the treatment they received while confined at Columbia, 8. C., 
Dalton, Ga., and other places, was far more humane than that they received at 
Richmond, where the authorities of the so-called Confederacy were congregated.— 
Report, p. 3. 

The evidence proves that the rations furnished to prisoners of war 
in Richmond and on Belle Isle have been never less than those fur- 
nished to the Confederate soldiers who guarded them, and have at 
some seasons been larger in quantity and better in quality than those 
furnished to Confederate troops in the field. This has been because 
until February, 1864, the Quartermaster’s Department furnished the 
prisoners, and often had provisions or funds when the Commissary 
Department was not so well provided. Once, and only once, for a 
few weeks the prisoners were without meat, but a larger quantity 
of bread and vegetable food was in consequence supplied to them. 
How often the gallant men composing the Confederate Army have been 
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without meat, for even longer intervals, your committee do not deem 
it necessary to say. Not less than sixteen ounces of bread and four 
ounces of bacon, or six ounces of beef, together with beans and soup, 
have been furnished per day to the prisoners. During most of the 
time the quantity of meat furnished to them has been greater than 
these amounts; and even in times of the greatest scarcity they have 
received as much as the Southern soldiers who guarded them. The 
scarcity of meat and of breadstuffs in the South in certain places has 
been the result of thesavage policy of our enemies in burning barns 
filled with wheat or corn, destroying agricultural implements, and 
driving off or wantonly butchering hogs and cattle. Yet amid all 
these privations we have given to their prisoners the rations above 
mentioned. Itis well known that this quantity of food is sufficient 
to keep in health a man who does not labor hard. All the learned dis- 
quisitions of Dr. Ellerslie Wallace on the subject of starvation might 
have been spared, for they are all founded on a false basis. It will be 
observed that few (if any) of the witnesses examined by the Sanitary 
Commission speak with any accuracy of the quantity (in weight) of the 
food actually furnished to them. Their statements are merely con- 
jectural and comparative, and cannot weigh against the positive testi- 
mony of those who superintended the delivery of large quantities of 
food, cooked and distributed according to a fixed ratio, for the number 
of men to be fed. 


FALSEHOODS PUBLISHED AS TO PRISONERS FREEZING ON BELLE 
ISLE. 


The statements of the Sanitary Commission as to prisoners freezing 
to death on Belle Isle are absurdly false. According to the statement, 
it was common, during a cold spell in winter, to see several prisoners 
frozen to death every morning in the places in which they had slept. 
This picture, if correct, might well excite our horror; but, unhappily 
for its sensational power, it is but a clumsy daub, founded on the 
fancy of the painter. The facts are, that tents were furnished suf- 
cient to shelter all the prisoners; that the Confederate commandant 
and soldiers on the island were lodged in similar tents; that a fire was 
furnished in each of them; thatthe prisoners fared as wellastheir guards, 
and that only one of them was ever frozen to death, and he was frozen 
by the cruelty of his own fellow-prisoners, who thrust him out of the 
tent in a freezing night because he was infested with vermin. The 
proof as to the healthiness of the prisoners on Belle Isle and the small 
amount of mortality is remarkable, and presents a fit comment on the 
lugubrious pictures drawn by the Sanitary Commission, either from 
their own fancies or from the fictions put forth by their false witnesses. 
Lieutenant Bossieux proves that from the establishment of the prison 
camp on Belle Isle in June, 1862, to the 10th of February, 1865, more 
than 20,000 prisoners had been at various times there received, and yet 
that the whole number of deaths during this time was only 164. And 
this is confirmed by the Federal Colonel Sanderson, who states that 
the average number of deaths per month on Belle Isle was “from two 
to five; more frequently the lesser number.” The sick were promptly 
removed from the island to the hospitals in the city. 


CHARACTER OF THE NORTHERN WITNESSES. 


Doubtless the Sanitary Commission have been to some extent led 
astray by their own witnesses, whose character has been portrayed by 
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General Neal Dow, and also by the editor of the New York Times, who 
in his issue of January 6, 1865, describes the material for recruiting the 
Federal armies as— 


wretched vagabonds, of depraved morals, decrepit in body, without courage, self- 
respect, or conscience. - They are dirty, disorderly, thievish, and incapable. 


CRUELTY TO CONFEDERATE PRISONERS AT THE NORTH. 


In reviewing the charges of cruelty, harshness, and starvation to 
prisoners made by the North, your committee have taken testimony as 
to the treatment of our own officers and soldiers in the hands of the 
enemy. It gives us no pleasure to be compelled to speak of suffering 
inflicted upon our gallant men, but the self-laudatory style in which the 
Sanitary Commission have spoken of their prisons makes it proper 
that the truth should be presented. Your committee gladly acknowl- 
edge that in many cases our prisoners experienced kind and considerate 
treatment; but we are equally assured that in nearly all the prison 
stations of the North—at Point Lookout, Fort McHenry, Fort Dela- 
ware, Johnson’s Island, Elmira, Camp Chase, Camp Douglas, Alton, 
Camp Morton, the Ohio penitentiary, and the prisons of Saint Louis, 
Mo.—our men have suffered from insufficient food, and have been sub- 
jected to ignominious, cruel, and barbarous practices, of which there is 
no parallel in anything that has occurred in the South. The witnesses 
who were at Point Lookout, Fort Delaware, Camp Morton, and Camp 
Douglas testify that they have often seen our men picking up the scraps 
and refuse thrown out from the kitchens with which to appease their 
hunger. Doctor Herrington proves that at Fort Delaware unwhole- 
some bread and water produced diarrhea in numberless cases among 
our prisoners, and that— 
their sufferings were greatly aggravated by the regulation of the camp, which for- 
bade more than twenty men at a time at night to go tothe sinks. I have seen as 
many as 500 men in a row waiting their time. The consequence was that they were 
obliged to use the places where they were. This produced great want of cleanliness 
and aggravated the disease. 

Our men were compelled to labor in unloading Federal vessels and in 
putting up buildings for Federal officers, and if they refused were driven 
to the work with clubs. 

The treatment of Brig. Gen. J. H. Morgan and his officers was brutal 
and ignominious in the extreme. It will be found stated in the deposi- 
tions of Capt. M. D. Logan, Lieut. W. P. Crow, Lieut. Col. James B. 
McCreary, and Capt. B. A. Tracy that they were put in the Vhio peni- 
tentiary and compelled to submit to the treatment of felons. Their 
beards were shaved and their hair was cut close to the head. They were 
confined in convicts’ cells and forbidden to speak to each other. For 
attempts to escape and for other offenses of a very light character 
they were subjected to the horrible punishment of the dungeon. In 
midwinter, with the atmosphere many degrees below zero, without 
blanket or overcoat, they were confined in a cell without fire or light, 
with a fetid and poisonous air to breathe—and here they were kept 
until life was nearly extinct. Their condition on coming out was 80 
deplorable as to draw tears from their comrades. The blood was oozing 
from their hands and faces. The treatment in the Saint Louis prisons 
was equally barbarous. Capt. William H. Sebring testifies: 

Two of us, A. C. Grimes and myself, were carried out into the open air in the 

rison yard on the 25th of December, 1863, and handcuffed to a post. Here we were 
Lest all night in sleet, snow, and cold. We were relieved in the daytime, but again 
brought to the post and handcuffed to it in the evening—and thus we were kept all 
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night until the 2a of January, 1864. I was badly frost-bitten and my health was 
much impaired. ‘This cruel infliction was done by order of Captain Byrne, com- 
mandant of prisons in Saint Louis. He was barbarous and insulting to the last 
degree. 


OUR PRISONERS PUT INTO CAMPS INFECTED WITH SMALLPOX. 


But even a greater inhumanity than any we have mentioned was 
perpetrated upon our prisoners at Camp Douglas and Camp Chase. 
It is proved by the testimony of Thomas P. Holloway, John P. Fen- 
nell, H. H. Barlow, H. ©. Barton, C. D. Bracken, and J. S. Barlow 
that our prisoners in large numbers were put into “condemned camps,” 
where smallpox was prevailing, and speedily contracted this loath- 
some disease, and that as many as forty new cases often appeared daily 
among them. Even the Federal officers who guarded them to the 
camp protested against this unnatural atrocity; yet it was done. 
The men who contracted the disease were removed to a hospital 
about a mile off, but the plague was already introduced and continued 
to prevail. For a period of more than twelve months the disease was 
constantly in the camp; yet our prisoners during all this time were 
continually brought to it and subjected to certain infection. Neither 
do we find evidences of amendment on the part of our enemies, not- 
withstanding the boasts of the Sanitary Commission. At Nashville 
prisoners recently captured from General Hood’s army, even when sick 
and wounded, have been cruelly deprived of all nourishment suited to 
their condition; and other prisoners from the same army have been 
carried into the infected Camps Douglas and Chase. 

Many of the soldiers of General Hood’s army were frost-bitten by 
being kept day and night in.an exposed condition before they were 
put into Camp Douglas. Their sufferings are truthfully depicted in 
the evidence. At Alton and Camp Morton the same inhuman prac- 
tice of putting our prisoners into camps infected by smallpox pre- 
vailed. It was equivalent to murdering many of them by the torture 
of a contagious disease. The insufficient rations at Camp Morton 
forced our men to appease their hunger by pounding up and boiling 
bones, picking up scraps of meat and cabbage from the hospital slop- 
tubs, and even eating rats and dogs. The depositions of William 
Ayres and J. Chambers Brent prove these privations. 


BARBAROUS PUNISHMENTS. 


The punishments often inflicted on our men for slight offenses have 
been shameful and barbarous. They have been compelled to ride a 
plank only four inches wide, called ‘ Morgan’s horse;” to sit down with 
their naked bodies in the snow for ten or fifteen minutes, and have been 
subjected to the ignominy of stripes from the belts of their guards. The 
pretext has been used that many of their acts of cruelty have been by 
way of retaliation. But no evidence has been found to prove such acts 
on the partof the Confederate authorities. It is remarkable that in the 
case of Colonel Streight and his officers they were subjected only to the 
ordinary confinement of prisoners of war. No special punishment was 
used except for specific offenses, aud then the greatest infliction was to 
confine Colonel Streight for a few weeks in a basement room of the 
ey ae with a window, a plank floor, a stove, a fire, and plenty 
of fuel. 

We do not deem it necessary to dwell further on these subjects. 
Enough has been proved to show that great privations and sufferings 
have been borne by the prisoners on both sides, 
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But the question forces itself upon us, Why have these sufferings 
been so long continued? Why have not the prisoners of war been 
exchanged, and thus some of the darkest pages of history spared to 
the world? In the answer to this question must be found the test of 
responsibility for all the sufferings, sickness, and heart-broken sorrow 
that have visited more than eighty thousand prisoners within the past 
two years. On this question your committee can only say that the Con- 
federate authorities have always desired a prompt and fair exchange 
of prisoners. Even before the establishment of a cartel they urged 
such exchange, but could never effect it by agreement until the 
large preponderance of prisoners in our hands made it the interest 
of the Federal authorities to consent to the cartel of July 22, 1862. 
The ninth article of that agreement expressly provided that in case 
any misunderstanding should arise it should not interrupt the re- 
lease of prisoners on parole, but should be made the subject of 
friendly explanation. Soon after this cartel was established the pol- 
icy of the enemy in seducing negro slaves from their masters, arming 
them and putting white officers over them to lead them against us, 
gave rise to a few cases in which questions of crime under the inter- 
nal laws of the Southern States appeared. Whether men who encour- 
aged insurrection and murder could be held entitled to the privileges 
of prisoners of war under the cartel was a grave question. But 
these cases were few in number, and ought never to have interrupted 
the general exchange. We were always ready and anxious to carry 
out the cartel in its true meaning, and it is certain that the ninth 
article required that the prisoners on both sides should be released, and 
that the few cases as to which misunderstanding occurred should be 
left for final decision. Doubtless if the preponderance of prisoners had 
continued with us exchanges would have continued. But the fortunes 
of war threw the larger number into the hands of our enemies. Then 
they refused further exchanges, and for twenty-two months this policy 
has continued. Our commissioner of exchange has made constant 
efforts to renew them. In August, 1864, he consented to a proposition 
which had been repeatedly made, to exchange officer for officer and man 
for man, leaving the surplus in captivity. Though this was a departure 
from the cartel, our anxiety for the exchange induced us to consent. 
Yet tbe Federal authorities repudiated their previous offer, and refused 
even this partial compliance with the cartel. Secretary Stanton, who 
has unjustly charged the Confederate authorities with inhumanity, is 
open to the charge of having done all in his power to prevent a fair 
exchange, and thus to prolong the sufferings of which he speaks; and 
very recently, in a letter over his signature, Benjamin F. Butler has 
declared that in April, 1864, the Federal Lieutenant-General Grant 
forbade him “‘to deliver to the rebels a single able-bodied man ;” and more- 
over, General Butler acknowledges that in answer to Colonel Ould’s 
letter consenting to the exchange, officer for officer and man for man, he 
wrote a reply, 
not diplomatically but obtrusively and demonstratively, not for the purpose of fur- 
thering exchange of prisoners, but for the purpose of preventing and stopping the 
exchange, and furnishing a ground on which we could fairly stand. 

These facts abundantly show that the responsibility of refusing to 
exchange prisoners of war rests with the Government of the United 
States and the people who have sustained that Government; and every 
sigh of captivity, every groan of suffering, every heart broken by hope 
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deferred among these 80,000 prisoners, will accuse them in the judgment 
of the just. 

With regard to the prison stations at Andersonville, Salisbury, and 
other places south of Richmond, your committee have not made extended 
examination, for reasons which have already been stated. We are 
satisfied that privation, suffering, and mortality, to an extent much to 
be regretted, did prevail among the prisoners there, but they were not 
the result of neglect, still less of design, on the part of the Confederate 
Government. Haste in preparation; crowded quarters, prepared only 
for a smaller number; want of transportation, and scarcity of food, 
have all resulted from the pressure of the war and the barbarous man- 
ner in which it has been conducted by our enemies. Upon these sub- 
jects your committee propose to take further evidence and to report 
more fully hereafter. 

But even now enough is known to vindicate the South, and to furnish 
an overwhelming answer to all complaints on the part of the United 
States Government or people that their prisoners were stinted in food 
or supplies. Theirown savage warfare has wrought all the evil. They 
have blockaded our ports; have excluded from us food, clothing, and 
medicines; have even declared medicines contraband of war, and have 
repeatedly destroyed the contents of drug stores and the supplies of 
private physicians in the country; have ravaged our country, burned 
our houses, and destroyed growing crops and farming implements. 
One of their officers (General Sheridan) has boasted in his official 
report that in the Shenandoah Valley alone he burned 2,000 barns tilled 
with wheat and corn; that he burned all the mills in the whole tract 
of country, destroyed all the factories of cloth, and killed or drove off 
every animal, even to the poultry, that could contribute to human sus- 
tenance. These desolations have been repeated again and again in 
different parts of the South. Thousands of our families have been 
driven from their homes as helpless and destitute refugees. Our ene- 
mies have destroyed the railroads and other means of transportation 
by which food could be supplied from abundant districts to those with- 
out it. While thus desolating our country, in violation of the usages 
of civilized warfare, they have refused to exchange prisoners; have 
forced us to keep 50,000 of their men in captivity, and yet have 
attempted to attribute to us the sufferings and privations caused by 
their own acts. We cannot doubt that in the view of civilization we 
shall stand acquitted, while they must be condemned. 

In concluding this preliminary report we will notice the strange per- 
versity of interpretation which has induced the Sanitary Commission 
to affix as a motto to their pamphlet the words of the compassionate 
Redeemer of mankind: 

For I was an hungered, and ye gave me no meat: I i 
drink: I was a stranger, and we took me not in: Abed ait Ge yened me Hoe use 
and in prison, and ye visited me not. : 

We have yet to learn on what principle the Federal mercenaries, sent 
with arms in their hands to destroy the lives of our people, to waste 
our land, burn our houses and barns, and drive us from our homes, can 
be regarded by us as the followers of the meek and lowly Redeemer, so 
as to claim the benefit of his words. Yet ever these mercenaries when 
taken captive by us have been treated with proper humanity. The 
cruelties inflicted on our prisoners at the North may well justify us in 


applying to the Sanitary Commission the stern words of the Divine 
Teacher: 


Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye, and 
see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother’s eye. en eae 
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We believe that there are many thousands of just, honorable, and 
humane people in the United States upon whom this subject, thus 
presented, will not be lost; that they will do all they can to initigate 
the horrors of war, to complete the exchange of prisoners, now happily 
in progress, and to prevent the recurrence of such sufferings as have 
been narrated; and we repeat the words of the Confederate Congress in 
their manifesto of the 14th of June, 1864: 

We commit our cause to the enlightened judgment of the world; to the sober 


reflections of our adversaries themselves, and to the solemn and righteous arbitra- 
ment of Heaven.* 


Statement of Robert Ould, agent of exchange, before the | Congressional] 
committee. 


No interruption in the regular delivery of prisoners occurred before 
Friday, the 24th of February. On that day I carried a number of 
Federal prisoners to Boulware’s Wharf, and had transportation suffi- 
cient to bring back 2,000 of our prisoners. I met Colonel Mulford at 
Boulware’s, but received no Confederate prisoners, there being none 
at Varina, otherwise called Aiken’s Landing. Hestated that none were 
coming up the river, and I accordingly agreed to be at Boulware’s 
Wharf on the following day (Saturday, the 25th) with steam-boat trans- 
portation for 2,000. I made the necessary arrangements. On proceed- 
ing to Rocketts, however, on the morning of the 25th, I was there 
informed by all the captains of the boats that it was impossible to go 
down in consequence of the freshet. At my earnest solicitation the 
captain of the small steamer Townes consented to take the medical 
officer of my bureau, Surgeon Brock. I instructed him to represent 
the case to the Federal agent and to the prisoners who, I felt sure, 
would be at Boulware’s, giving them the-option of marching to Rich- 
mond or returning to Varina and remaining there until the steam-boats 
could come down. I remained to make arrangements in this sudden 
emergency for receiving and providing for them. I telegraphed and 
sent messengers to General Custis Lee, requesting the necessary guard 
and such facilities of transportation as he could furnish. I also directed 
the Ambulance Committee to do everything in their power. General 
Lee furnished the guards and contributed everything he could. The 
Ambulance Committee were active and faithful in their efforts. 

On Sunday (the 26th) the river was still too high for the steam-boats, 
but the captain of the Allison intimated that there was some chance of 
his going down the next day. I therefore thought it more expedient to 
wait until Monday morning. On Sunday night, however, Captain Gif- 
ford reported to me that the river was rising again and that he could not 
go down on Monday. I accordingly telegraphed that night to General 
Custis Lee, informing him of the facts and requesting him to notify Col- 
onel Mulford that my medical officer would meet him at Boulware’s 10.30 
a.m. Monday morning to make arrangements for the speedy delivery 
of our prisoners. Doctor Brock had to wait until 3p. m. for Colonel 
Mulford, and arranged for the marching of the men on Tuesday. I 
instructed Doctor Brock to inform Colonel Mulford that I would come 
down with the steam-boats, if possible, but if not able to do so I would 
make every arrangement I could for helping the prisoners to Richmond, 
if they concluded to attempt the march. The prisoners did so elect, 
with a full knowledge of the facts, and every possible facility of guards, 


*The evidence referred to in this report is not found 
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transportation, food, and quarters was provided. i remained here to 
make these provisions, though for most of them neither law, regula- 
tion, nor former practice imposed the duty on me. Cooked rations were 
sent out under the charge of the Ambulance Committee to a point about 
half way between Richmond and Boulware’s Wharf. 

The medical officer and the ambulance chairman can inform the com- 
mittee of all the details of the proceeding, and further what arrange- 
ments were made for taking care of those who lagged and of showing 
them the way to the quarters which were provided. ai 

It is simply impossible, owing to the relative positions of the military 
lines to the condition of the roads, and the deficiency of transportation, 
to convey in vehicles even the sick from Varina to Richmond, a dis- 
tance by way of Boulware’s of some fourteen miles. Yet when on the 
arrival of our prisoners Tuesday evening, I found that there were some 
600 or 800 sick and wounded at Varina. So anxious was I to attempt 
something for their relief that I on the same night directed the impress- 
ment of every available vehicle in Richmond and telegraphed to the 
army lines for all the transportation which could be furnished. By 
these means I had some hundred wagons, ambulances, and carts near 
Boulware’s on Wednesday morning, in response to my telegraph on 
Tuesday night. 

General Custis Lee sent a message to Colonel Mulford to meet me at 
Boulware’s Wharf at 11 o’clock to arrange for the sick and wounded. 
That message was sent at 7 a. m. Wednesday, but although I remained 
with the transportation until 4 p. m., neither Colonel Mulford nor our 
prisoners appeared. It was perhaps fortunate that such was the fact. 
Many would bave died upon the route, and many more would have 
stuck in the mud and bogs in broken vehicles. 

On Thursday and Friday, at great risk to the steam-boats, 1 went 
down the river and during those two days brought and marched up 
more than 3,000 prisoners, including sick and wounded, being all that 
were at Varina. Rations were furnished to all, the well were putin a 
comfortable warehouse in the lower part of the city, and the sick and 
wounded were conveyed in ambulances to hospital. But for the earnest 
and hearty aid of the Ambulance Committee I could have done little or 
nothing. Their assistance in the matter of taking care of our returned 
prisoners is invaluable. Day and night they have been constant in 
their labors. I am sorry that some who have received the benefit of 
their noble exertions seem not to appreciate them. 

The Federal steam-boats which bring our prisoners stop at Varina. 
This point is some four miles from our lines, and the prisoners are either 
marched or transported to Boulware’s Wharf, which is nearly on the 
dividing line of the opposing armies and about four miles distant from 
Varina. I have no more power to go to Varina than Lincoln has to 
come to Richmond, or President Davis has to go to Washington. Yet 
it seems I am blamed because I was not at Varina when the prisoners 
arrived or during their stay there. I am further censured for allowing 
the prisoners to remain two days at Boulware’s Landing, when they 
were not there an hour. 

From the foregoing narration and other testimony I trust the following 
facts will be apparent to the committee, to wit: 

That ali the prisoners at Varina on Saturday, the 25th, who were 
able to march had the opportunity to come to Richmond, and did come}; 
that every preparation which the nature of the emergency allowed 
was made; that all prisoners who reached Varina between Saturday 
afternoon and Monday night who were able to march had the opportu- 
nity to come to Richmond on Tuesday, the 28th, and did come; that 
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ample arrangements were made for their accommodation and comfort; 
that an effort would have been made on Sunday morning for the relief 
of such prisoners as might be at Varina but for the encouragement 
given by Captain Gifford that we would be able to go down on Monday 
morning; that on Sunday night such effort was begun by telegraph to 
General Lee and followed up on Monday morning by sending Doctor 
Brock to confer with Colonel Mulford; that an arrangement was made 
on Monday by which the prisoners could come up on Tuesday, and 
further, that by no possibility could the prisoners have been brought 
up earlier than Tuesday, because, though my telegraph to General Lee 
was received by him Sunday night, Doctor Brock could not procure an 
interview before Monday afternoon at 3 o’clock; that after the delivery 
on Tuesday, when the state of the river was worse than ever, an earnest 
but ineffectual effort was made on Wednesday morning to transport 
by land the sick and wounded; that any such transportation in the 
present situation of military lines and roads with the means in our 
power was during the whole time utterly impracticable; that the sick 
and wounded could only be brought by water; that from Saturday, the 
25th of February, to Thursday, the 2d of March, it was impossible to 
use the steam-boat or other river transportation owing to the freshet, 
but that in spite of all these difficulties all the arrivals at Varina, both 
well and sick, more than six thousand in number, reached Richmond 
during the six days ending March 3. 

It is perhaps proper that I should also state that during this whole 
time I was deprived of the valuable aid of my assistant, Captain Hatch, 
and of some members of the Ambulance Corps, all of whom were engaged 
in the delivery of Federal prisoners near Wilmington. 

I am happy to inform the committee that I have now made a perma- 
nent arrangement by which all the prisoners are to be quartered in the 
lower part of the town during the first night of their arrival. 

In consequence of the conflict about the subject-matter of this paper, 
I would prefer, if agreeable to the committee, to support this statement 
by oath. 

“ beg leave further to state that I was uot informed of the arrival of 
any prisoners at Varina on Saturday, the 25th, until Monday night, and 
then only by Doctor Brock, and. that I did not receive the letter of 
Col. Baxter Smith until several hours after his arrival in Richmond. 

RO, OULD, 


Orrick U.S. AGENT FoR EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., March 4, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that I have this. day 
arranged and agreed with Hon. R. Ould, agent, &c., for an exchange 
of the following enumerated deliveries of prisoners, viz: All U.S. offi- 
cers and men, prisoners of war, delivered at Savannah and Charleston 
during the months November and December, 1864, and all U. S. officers 
and men, prisoners of war (not heretofore declared exchanged), who 
have been delivered in James River, Va., previous to March 10, 1865. 
Mr. Ould’s exchange notice is same as above except the last paragraph, 
in which he will only include deliveries in James River to March 1, 
1865. I insisted upon making this point of difference in time, for the 
reason that I have since the 1st instant delivered to Mr. Ould some 
4,500 prisoners, including about 400 officers, all of whom would be 
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included were he to anticipate this date, and by extending the time of 
our notice to the 10th instant we include 1,500 or 2,000 men now ready 
for delivery to me from Richmond, Va, I am informed by the Con- 
federate authorities that they are progressing finely in their deliveries 
at Wilmington. At last advices about 9,000 had been delivered, 
including 900 to 1,000 officers. They also inform. me that arrangements 
have been completed for the delivery of prisoners at Mobile, and it is 
undoubtedly progressing at this time. : 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. KE. MULFORD, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and U. 8. Assistant Agent of Exchange. 


HpeRs. DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND, 
OFFICE PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 
Eastport, March 4, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. W. D. WHIPPLE, Chief of Staff: 


GENERAL: I have heard nothing from Colonel Watts since my 
arrival here and nothing from General Forrest. I presume the delay 
is in consequence of the flood. The river is higher than it has been 
for many years, and I have no doubt that the Mobile and Ohio Rail- 
road has felt the effects of the constant rains and that the bridges 
between Rienzi and Verona are washed away, which will prevent the 
arrival of Colonel Watts as well as our prisoners for several days, and 
perhaps for weeks. I shall go to Iuka on the 6th if I don’t hear from 
Colonel Watts before then, and if I can learn nothing from him there I 
shall leave here on the 7th for Nashville, leaving my clerk here to 
verify the rolls of prisoners in case any should arrive before my return. 
I shall also make arrangements to send rations to Iluka for any of our 
prisoners should they arrive there before iy return here, as there are 
comfortable quarters at Iuka for them and there is no place at all for 
them here. Everything here is under water or floated off. General 
Wilson is unable to cross his command and cannot move for several 
days. I think his camp was a bad selection either in view of a defense 
of Eastport or a moyement upon any other point. The only dry land 
in sight, except the hills, is the litthe space around Chickasaw, and 
unless it stops raining that will be covered with water soon. 

I sent my report with General Forrest’s communication to the gen- 
eral commanding on the night of the 1st instant, but as he—the mes- 
senger—was to go via Johnsonville I don’t know as he has reached 
you, as I am informed that railroad is not in running order. 

The Government has lost a vast amount of property here, but I don’t 
know as it could have been avoided. Every exertion has been made 
since my arrival here to save everything from the flood, but all the 
forage was spoiled from the effects of the wet weather before the flood 
washed it off. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. PARKHURST, 
Colonel and Provost-Marshal-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE GULF, 
Mobile, Ala., March 4, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. GORDON GRANGER, U.S. Army, 
Commanding District of West Florida and South Alabama: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication of the 26th ultimo, transmitted by flag of truce, in 
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which you state that conclusive information has reached you that pris- 
oners of war captured by the ©. S. forces from those of the United States 
are employed at labor upon the fortifications of Mobile, and informing 
me that an equal number of prisoners in your hands will be similarly 
employed by you so long as the policy referred to is adhered to by the 
authorities in this district. Your communication has been referred to 
the lieutenant-general commanding this department, and pending its 
consideration by him I deem it proper to state in reply that 200 negro 
slaves, who were captured by Major-General Forrest and sent to this 
district, are engaged in labor upon the fortifications just as other slaves 
are and have been almost since the commencement of the war employed 
by both the Governments of the United States and Confederate States. 
From the statement of these negroes themselves it appears that they 
were taken away from their homes and their lawful owners by invading 
parties of U. S. forces, and during the temporary occupancy of portions 
of C.S. territory placed in the army or employed for other military 
purposes, and this against their will. These negroes are well fed and 
provided and generally contentin their present situation. They express 
the utmost reluctance and indisposition to be returned to the dominion 
of the United States, and restored to involuntary service with their 
armies, and are earnest in their desire to return to their lawful owners, 
irom whom they were unwillingly taken away. Just compensation will 
be paid these owners forthe services rendered by these slaves; and under 
all the circumstances it seems to me that no doubt exists that in an 
equitable and legal point of view the recapture by the C. 8S. forces of 
slaves (property recognized as such by our own laws, and at the date of 
its capture similarly recognized by the Constitution and laws of the 
United States) operates to restore it to its original position and it 
reverts to its lawfulowners. The employment, then, of white men, pris- 
oners of war, whose social and political character is that of freemen, is 
not justified by the circumstances, and is neither fair nor in accordance 
with the established usages of warfare. I trust that a careful consid- 
eration of the subject will induce the major-general commanding the 
Military Division of West Mississippi to revoke the instructions which 
he has given. While 1 regret the hardships of the measures which 
your authorities have adopted in this connection, the justice and pro- 
priety of the course of our own authorities are so well established in 
my mind that I cannot, without instructions from higher authority, 
interfere with the existing policy and arrangements. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DABNEY H. MAURY, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE GULF, 
Mobile, Ala., March 4, 1865. 


Major-General GRANGER, 
Commanding U. 8. Forces, Fort Gaines, Ala.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose you a copy of a telegram 
received from Lieut. Gen. R. Taylor, commanding Department of Ala- 
bama, Mississippi, and Kast Louisiana: 

MeERIvIAN, March 3, 1865. 


Maj. Gen. D. H. Maury: 
Lientenant-General Grant, U. 8. Army, has proposed to the lientenant-general com- 
manding a general exchange according to terms of cartel for all prisoners of war in 


356 PRISONERS OF WAR AND STATE, ETC. 


this department. Upon invitation of Major-General Thomas, have sent Colonel 
Watts, agent of exchange, to Iuka, Miss., to complete details for the exchange thus 
proposed. You will send this to Major-General Granger per flag’ of truce for his 
information. 
By command of Lieutenant-General Taylor: 
W. F. BULLOCK, JR., 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DABNEY H. MAURY, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE GULF, 
Mobile, Ala., March 4, 1865. 
Major-General GRANGER, 
Commanding U. 8. Forces, Fort Gaines, Ala. : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that I have received 
orders from the War Department to deliver to the U. S. commander in 
Mobile Bay 1,500 bales cotton, to be applied toward the relief of the 
C. S. prisoners of war now in the hands of the U. S. authorities. 

Please inform me at what time and place you will receive the above- 
stated cotton, as it is now ready for delivery. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DABNEY H. MAURY, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 53. Richmond, March 4, 1865. 
* * * * ¥ * * 


XXVIII. The following exchange notice is published for the infor- 
mation of the Army: 

All Confederate officers and men who were delivered at Savannah or Charleston 
during the. months of November and December last are hereby declared to be 
exchanged. All Confederate officers and men who were delivered in James River, 
Va., at any time before the 1st of March, 1865, are hereby declared to be exchanged. 

XXIX. All furloughs granted under Special Orders, No. 46, Adju- 
tant and Inspector General’s Office, current series, to enlisted men who 
are above declared exchanged are hereby revoked, and all enlisted men 
who are exchanged will at once report for duty, those whose commands 
are beyond the North Carolina line selecting companies temporarily, in 
accordance with special orders above referred to. Commissioned offi- 
me exchanged will report to their respective commands without 
delay. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, March 4, 1865. 
ROBERT OULD, Esq., Agent of Exchange: 
Str: It has come to my knowledge-that. many of our soldiers who 
have been held as prisoners of war for short periods have been 
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returned under the recent arrangement for a general exchange, while 
others captured eighteen months or two years ago are still retained in 
prison. Please inform me whether there is not some rule on this sub- 
ject having reference to the length of imprisonment, or is each side at 
liberty to select whom it please and forward them for exchange? If 
there be any regulation the enemy should be required to observe it, as 
otherwise dissatisfaction will be caused among those of our men 
retained in prison by what has the appearance of partiality. 
Respectfully, 
JOHN C, BRECKINRIDGE, 
Secretary of War. 


[1indorsement. ] 


Marcu 4, 1865. 


Respectfully returned to Honorable Secretary of War. 

For more than a year I have been constantly urging the Federal 
authorities to make their deliveries according to date of capture, promis- 
ing to observe the same rule on our part. Before the recent deliveries 
were made, and in view of them, I again earnestly requested that such 
a rule should govern them. To these applications no answer has been 
returned. I understand, however, that all recent deliveries from John- 
son’s Island are the oldest captures, and I understand (though I can 
get no assurance) that the same rule will be observed there in the 
future. In other prisons the selections were made from particular 
States. I shall continue to urge that deliveries shall be made from 
oldest captures, though I do not think the enemy can be induced to 
make a distinct agreement. 

When I found I could not secure a distinct agreement I directed the 
delivery of Federal prisoners by the following rules: (1) The sick, 
wounded, and disabled; (2) those whose time of service had .expired; 
(3) those who had been kind to our people. All who did not come 
within one or the other of these classes were retained until the late 
arrangement for the delivery of all. The Confederate officers and 
soldiers who have been sent were selected by the enemy and not by us, 
because a selection on our part would be invidious and unjust. Notone 
of them is a special exchange. If there has been a special exchange 
the parties specially exchanged can be named. If, as is sometimes 
charged, these special exchanges are numerous, certainly one instance 
can be easily produced. I defy one, except such as are instanced in 
my report. Many people use the phrase “special exchanges” unad- 
visedly. What they call special exchanges are really deliveries of 
equivalents, the enemy selecting the parties who are to be sent. 

RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


City Point, VA., March 5, 1865—4.30 p.m. 
Major-General THomAs, Nashville, Tenn. : 
Have any of our prisoners been delivered to you at Eastport yet? 


Orders haye gone from Richmond to deliver all to you that are con- 
venient to send out that way. Deliveries to the rebels are all made 


here. 
U.. 8. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


358 PRISONERS OF WAR AND STATE, ETC. 


U.S. MILITARY PRISON, 
Camp Morton, Indianapolis, Ind., March 5, 1865. 
Col. A. A. StEVENS, Commanding Camp Morton: 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
March 4, 1865: : . 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—good. Clothing—good. Bedding— 
good. State of quarters—good. State of mess houses—have none. 
State of kitchen—good. Food, quality of—tirst class. Food, quantity 
of — sufficient, being in accordance to orders. Water — sufficient. 
Sinks — sufficient. Police of grounds—good. Drainage —complete. 
Police of hospital—thorough. Attendance of sick—good. Hospital 
diet—first class. General health of prisoners—improving. Vigilance 
of guard—strict. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. W. DAVIDSON, 
First Lieutenant, Veteran Reserve Uorps, Inspecting Officer. 


Hpqgrs. SECOND Bric., First Div., 24TH ARMY CORPS, 
Wilmington, N. C., March 5, 1865. 
Maj. J. A. CAMPBELL, Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Sir: Having been detailed as special agent to receive Federal prison- 
ers of war by Special Orders, No. 12, dated headquarters Department 
of North Carolina, Army of the Ohio, Wilmington, N. C., February 25, 
1865, and having completed those duties, I have the honor to forward 
herewith the rolls of those received and to submit the following brief 
report: 

Phe delivery of prisoners to me commenced ou Sunday, February 26, 
and was closed on Saturday, March 4. In this time prisoners were 
received as follows: Enlisted men, 7,692; commissioned officers, 992; 
total, 8,684. Of the enlisted men 120 were colored. These officers and 
men were as rapidly as possible, after having received rations and 
medical attention at the field hospital, moved to Wilmington and 
delivered to the provost-marshal. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your »bedient servant, 
JOSEPH C. ABBOTT, 
Brevet Brigadier-General and Special Agent of Exchange. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, Mo., March 5, 1865, 
Capt. JosePH McC. BELL, ’ 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Mil. Div. of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo.: 

Caprain: I have the honor to inform the major-general commanding 
the Military Division of the Missouri that there are some 250 men in 
confinement at Alton, Ill., known as the “galvanized Yankees,” i. e., 
men who were taken prisoners by the enemy during the last year, and 
who, to avoid starvation and death, enlisted in Burke’s battalion, of the 
Confederate Army, and who in the recent raid deserted on the approach 
of our forces tous. These men have already applied to be sent back 
to their regiments, but it is not considered safe to send them where 
they will be in danger of capture by the enemy. There are also 1,000 
prisoners of war and conscripts who refuse to be exchanged—claim to 
be deserters, unwilling conscripts, &c. These men-have applied to 
enlist in our army. I respectfully submit if we had not better organize 
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a regiment of these men and put them on the plains, where they can be 
made of use to our Government, relieve our prisons, and I have no 
doubt in most cases make better men and good soldiers. They are now 
a burden and expense to us. We cannot exchange them, and if I am 
authorized I am confident I can form an effective regiment from them 
by placing old reliable officers over them. I have 3,000 miles of over- 
land mail and telegraph route to guard, and every regiment of infantry 
that I can put along it will relieve that number of cavalry to use in 
offensive operations against the Indians, who, I am satisfied, are deter- 
mined to make aggressive war upon all our overland routes this spring 
and summer. Many of the “galvanized Yankees” I know were cap- 
tured in the battle of July 22 before Atlanta, Ga., and have been good, 
earnest soldiers. 

I have the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

G. M. DODGE, 
Major-General. 


Hpqrs. Dist. OF WEST FLORIDA AND SoUTH ALABAMA, 
Fort Gaines, Ala., March 5, 1865. 


Lieut. Col. C. T. CHRISTENSEN, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Military Division of West Mississippi: 

COLONEL: I have the honor to inclose a copy* of my letter to General 

Maury, commanding at Mobile, in relation to the employment by him 
of prisoners of war for fatigue, together with copies of his reply thereto 
and to my letter in regard to forwarding clothing to our prisoners at 
Cahaba and Meridian. I also inclose a copyt of his letter to the effect 
that he is directed to turn over to me in Mobile Bay 1,500 bales of 
cotton. I have the honor to suggest that, in view of the difficulties of 
transmission and the near prospect of exchange of prisoners, the cloth- 
ing be not forwarded, and also to ask that I may not be ordered to 
receive the cotton. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. GRANGER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Crry Point, VA., March 6, 1865—7.30 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners : 
You may now discontinne sending rebel prisoners for exchange, 


except by the regular flag-of-truce boat, steamer New York. 
U. 8S. GRANT, 


Lieutenavt- General. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., March 6, 1865. 


Brig. Gen. A. SCHOEPF, Commanding Fort Delaware : 
Please forward Brig. Gen. R. B. Vance for exchange with the next 


arty of prisoners. 
2 shane W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


* Not found. tSee March 4, p. 356. 
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OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. O., March 6, 1865. 
Brigadier-General ScHOEPF, Commanding Fort Delaware: 
Forward no more prisoners for exchange till further orders. Reply. 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


(Same to Cols. B. F. Tracy, Elmira, N. Y.; B. J. Sweet, Camp Doug- 
las, Chicago, lll.; A.J. Johnson, Rock Island, Ill.; A. A. Stevens, Cainp 
Morton, Indianapolis; Brevet Brigadier-General Richardson, Camp 
Chase, Ohio.) 


WASHINGTON, D. C., Mareh 6, 1865. 

Col. J. H. BAKER, Provost-Marshal General, Saint Louis, Mo. : 

CoLONEL: Your telegram of the 5th, giving your authority for for- 
warding prisoners of war for exchange, is received. My telegram of the 
18th ultimo, directing you to forward prisoners who were or had been 
in irons or close confinement, referred only to those against whom 
some special charges had been made, in consequence of which, or under 
sentence after trial, they were held in close confinement or in irons. 
There is nothing upon the roll furnished by you of prisoners forwarded 
on the 23d ultimo to show that they had been held on a different footing 
from other prisoners of war, and there was therefore no authority in 
my telegram of the 18th ultimo which required you to forward them. 
Captured guerrillas are prisoners of war, unless they are charged with 
some violation of the rules of-war which subjects them to trial by mili- 
tary commission; but as it is at best a lawless organization, all such 
prisoners when not charged with some special offense will be held as 
prisoners of war, not to be exchanged without special orders. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


RicHMOND, March 6, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. Joon E. MULFORD, Assistant Agent of Hachange: 


Str: I have very frequently made complaint heretofore that returned 
Confederate prisoners are put down on your rolls as officers who are 
not so in fact. In the latter deliveries that you have made, particularly 
those from Johnson’s Island, the case is so glaring that [ am again 
compelled to call your attention to the matter. 

In the Johnson’s Island detachment, delivered at Boulware’s Wharf 
on Friday, March 3, the following errors were detected before I left the 
wharf, the parties themselves protesting that they were not officers, 
and had so constantly declared to your authorities. 

C. M. Franklin, Second Kentucky Cavalry, put down as a lieutenant 
when he was only a sergeant: John ©. Wilcox, Second Kentucky Cav- 
alry, put down as a lieutenant when he was only a private; Frank 
White, Third Tennessee, put down as a lieutenant when he was only a 
private; G. W. Offutt, put down as a major when he was a citizen 
(this fact is within my own personal knowledge, as I have known Mr. 
Offutt from childhood); George Russell, First Kentucky Cavalry, put 
down as a lieptenant when he was only a private; R. F. Harrison, put 
down as a heutenant when he was only the sergeant-major of the 
Fourth Kentucky Cavalry; S. H. Taylor, put down as a captain when 
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he was only a volunteer aide; Lemuel Smith, put down as,a lieutenant 
when he was only a private; N. W. McConnell, put down‘as a captain 
when he was only a private; B. T. Merrill, Eleventh Texas Cavalry, 
put down as a lieutenant when he was only a private; Private Lynn, 
put down as a captain; Martin B. Calvin, Second Georgia, put down 
as a lieutenant when he was only a private. 

These parties have not only declared verbally to your authorities 
that they were not officers, but in one instance, that of Sergt. ©. M. 
Franklin, he wrote to Capt. John J. Manor, superintendent of prison 
rolls at Johnson’s Island, protesting that he was not an officer and 
requesting him to correct the rolls. He also inclosed in his letter to 
Captain Manor the certificate of three of his officers (then at Johnson’s 
Island) that he was only a sergeant. Captain Manor indorsed on the 
letter to him as follows: “You cannot be thus changed on our rolls 
without special order from Commissary-General of Prisoners or Secre- 
tary of War,” and signed his name to the same. At our next inter- 
view I will show you the original papers. 

In addition to the persons given above as having been received on 
the 3d instant, several other like cases from Johnson’s Island have 
been presented as occurring a few days before, to wit: Thomas Grear, 
Third Texas Cavalry, put down as a lieutenant when he was only a pri- 
vate; H. T. Ewing, put down as a captain when he was only a citizen; 
Gustavus A. Jarvis, put down as a lieutenant when he was only a 
private; George P. Simms, put down as a lieutenant when he was only 
@ private. 

I have in my possession a list of several hundred persons at John- 
sows Island who are on the prison rolls as officers when in fact they 
are not and were not when captured. If it is desired, I willfurnish you 
with a copy of the list. Each belligerent has ample means to verify it. 
As J take it for granted that it is not the purpose of the Federal 
‘authorities to do injustice in this matter, I trust that prompt measures 
will be taken for rectifying the past errors and preventing their recur- 
rence in the future. 

One of the best tests is the statement of the parties in the presence 
of the senior officers, or a committee of them, of the prison where they 
are confined. .A man is not apt to declare that he is not an officer if 
he be one. Please Jet me have an early answer to this communication. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 


Agent of Hxchange. 


NASHVILLE, March 6, 1865—10.30 a. m. 


Lieut. Gen. U. 8. GRANT, City Point: 
I have an officer at Corinth, Miss., to receive prisoners of war, but 
none have been delivered to him yet. JI will report the moment I hear 


from him. 
% G. H. THOMAS, 
Major-General. 


——E, 


Hpgrs. DEPT. oF ALA., MIss., AND EAST LOUISIANA, 
Meridian, March 6, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. Maury, Commanding District of the Gulf: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the com- 
munication addressed to you by Major-General Granger, commanding 
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U.S. forces in District of West Florida and South Alabama, in which 
it is announced that, in consequence of information received by Major- 
General Canby of the employment of captured negroes upon the public 
works at Mobile, certain Confederate prisoners of war have been as- 
signed to similar labor, under guard, upon the fortifications of the 
United States. 

As was substantially stated in my telegram of the 4th instant upon 
this subject, negroes captured from the enemy are, under the laws of 
the Confederate States, considered the property of their respective 
owners, and are either restored to them, or impressed, under act of 
Congress (hire being paid their owners for their services), to work for 
the Government. 

I have never been notified of any agreement on the part of the Gov- 
ernment of the Confederate States to exchange negroes as prisoners of 
war. On the contrary, I am informed, in a recent communication from 
Lieutenant-General Grant, through Major-General ‘l homas, that a gen- 
eral exchange has been agreed upon under the cartel of 1862, and 
under this information preparations are now in progress for the early 
delivery of all prisoners of war held in this department. 

You will communicate this tact, and the subject of this letter, to 
Major-General Granger, together with the expression of my earnest 
regret at the threatened interruption of measures which promised the 
speedy alleviation of the sufferings of our many prisoners on both sides. 

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
R. TAYLOR, 
LTieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE GULF, 
Mobile, March 6, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. GORDON GRANGER, U.S. Army, 
Commanding District of West Florida and South Alabama: 

GENERAL: Since my letter of the 4th instant I have received a 
communication from the lieutenant-general commanding this depart- 
ment in connection with yours of the 26th [ultimo], which had been 
forwarded to him for his consideration and action. 

I am instructed to state to you that all the negro slaves working on 
fortifications of the Confederate States are under the laws of this Gov- 
ernment considered the property of their respective owners, are under 
act of Congress impressed for such purposes, and hire for their services 
paid to such owners. “No information has reached the military 
authorities of this department of any agreement upon the part of the 
Confederate States to exchange negroes as prisoners of war ; on the 
contrary, in a recent communication from Lieutenant-General Grant, 
U.S. Army, to Lieutenant-General Taylor, commanding this depart- 
ment, it is distinctly stated that a general exchange has been agreed 
upon in accordance with the cartel of 1862. 

If you have any instructions or information going to show that the 
Confederate States Government has agreed to exchange negroes or 
consider them as prisoners of war, I have the honor to request that 
you will apprise me of the terms and substance of such instructions 
or information in order that I may communicate the same to the 
lieutenant-general commanding for his consideration. In the absence 
of a distinct and specific agreement for such exchange the lieutenant- 
general commanding instructs me to state that he must adhere to the 
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settled policy which has hitherto prevailed on the subject of negro 
slaves recaptured by our forces. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. H. MAURY, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


T. B. Hanly, member of Congress, forwards list of prisoners repre- 
sented to be confined in cells in the common jail at Helena, Ark.* 


[Indorsement. ] 
MARCH 6, 1865. 

Returned to Honorable Secretary of War. 

I brought the within cases to the attention of the Federal authorities 
nearly six months ago, and again after the recent agreement about the 
release of all prisoners in close confinement or irons. On the 18th of 
January last 1 embraced them in the list which on that day I forwarded 
as being some of the persons who were so held by the Federal author- 
ities. I know the fact that an order was given by General Grant for 
their release and delivery, as well as of all others in similar situation. 
Hoffman, the Federal commissary of prisoners, has, I believe, thrown 
obstacles in the way of the execution of this order without daring 
openly to attack it. This fact coming to the notice of General Grant, 
he repeated the order, and Hoffman is-now reluctantly obeying it. 1 
have received many of the persons whose names I forwarded and who 
were sent under the appellation of “thieves and murderers” by Hoff- 
man. I hepe and believe these Helena prisoners will soon arrive. The 
distance is so great that I have much difficulty in getting evidence that 
they were kept in confinement after the promulgation of Grant’s order. 
If I can get testimony upon that point I do not think Colonel Hoffman 
will fare well. 

[RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange.| 


City Pont, VA., March 7, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. W. HorrMan, Commissary-General of Prisoners: 

The enemy are putting all their returned prisoners into the ranks of 
the Eastern army without regard to the organization to which they 
belong. As the men returned to us are unfit for duty, I want all of the 
same class in our hands returned before any well men are sent back. 

U.S. GRANT, 
TIneutenant-General. 


WASHINGTON, March 7, 1865. 


Brig. Gen. W. P. RICHARDSON, 
Commanding Camp Chase, Columbus, Ohio: 


I hear that you give transportation to released prisoners. It is not 


authorized. 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Oommissary-General of Prisoners. 


* Original papers not found. 
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RicumonD, March 7, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. Joun EB. MuLFoRD, Assistant Agent of Hachange: 

Srr: I beg leave to call your attention to the inclosed list * of Covfed 
erate soldiers, who are now and have been for some time in close confine- 
ment in cells described by one of the inmates as ‘dark and damp” at 
Fort McHenry. These soldiers, as you will perceive by the designation 
ot the commands to which they belong, are regularly enlisted in the 
Confederate service, and why they are selected for such harsh and cruel 
treatment I do not know. They have been told that should they be able 
to establish the fact that they belonged to a regular organized command 
they would be placed on the same footing as other prisoners of war. 
They have also been informed by the officials at Fort McHenry that 
they are so confined and punished by order of General Sheridan. The 
agreement that we made about officers and men in close confinement or 
irons has already been faithfully executed on my part. I challenge one 
instance to the contrary; and yet here, within forty miles of the capital, 
more than thirty regularly enlisted soldiers are subjected to cruel treat- 
ment. I respectfully ask that you will bring the contents of this letter 
to [the attention of] General Grant, and further inform him that I will 
present conclusive evidence that there are now in nearly every quarter 
of the United States, where there are prisoners, Confederate officers 
and men belonging to regularly organized commands in close confine. 
ment, and some in irons. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


RicHMOND, March 7, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. Joan E. MULFORD, Assistant Agent of Eachange: 


Str: Capt. Shadrick Harris, of Tennessee, whe was formerly in close 
confinement at Columbia, S. C., was released last week and delivered 
near Wilmington, as the receipt of Brigadier-General Abbott certifies. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Hachange. 


Hpqrs. MILITARY Division OF WEST MISSISSIPPI, 

New Orleans, La., March 7, 1865, 

Maj. Gen. E. A. HircHcocK, 
Commissioner of Eachange, Washington, D. C.: 


GENERAL: In the absence of Major-General Canby I have the honor 
to forward to you a list t of officers and men, prisoners of war, belonging 
to commands not within this military division, who were delivered on 
parole to Brig. Gen. George L. Andrews, commanding at Baton Rouge, 
La., on the 31st day of December last, to be specially exchanged for 
officers and men of the rebel Army held here as prisoners of war. The 
special exchange was authorized by Major-General Canby, and was 
effected on the 4th instant by the delivery at Mobile, Ala., of full equiva- 
lents for those named in the inclosed list. These officers and men 
should therefore be declared exchanged and returned to duty, but as 
they belong to various commands serving beyond the limits of this 


* Not found. t Omitted. 
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military division, the order should, I suppose, be issued from the offi 
of the ‘Adjutant-General of the ‘Army. pv ant 
I am, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
j CHARLES ©. DWIGHT, — 
Colonel and Agent for Exchange, Mil. Div. of West Mississippi. 


Hogrs. MILITARY DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI, 
New Orleans, La., March 7, 1865. 
Rear-Admiral 8, P..LER, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, U. 8. Navy: 

ADMIRAL: I have the honor to inform you that the exchange of all 
the naval prisoners delivered to me at Red River Landing, La., on the 
26th of February ultimo has been effected by the delivery of rebel 
naval prisoners at Mobile on the 4th instant, together with the delivery 
of the rebel Admiral Buchanan at Richmond about the same time. 
The officers and men of your squadron so received by us may therefore 
be declared exchanged and returned to duty. 

I am, admiral, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHAS. C. DWIGHT, 
Colonel and Agent for Exchange, Mil. Div. of West Mississippi. 


RicumonD, VA., March 7, 1865. 
His Excellency T. H. Warts, Montgomery, Ala.: 

DEAR Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication per hand of Mr. Lehman, agent of the State of Ala- 
bama, in regard to the shipping of cotton for the State, to be used for 
the benefit of Alabama soldiers then in prisons of the United States. 
The attention of the Secretary of Treasury was immediately called to 
the subject of your letter, and I presume ere this Mr. L. has reported 
to you the results of his attempt to visit the United States. Efforts 
were made to pass Mr. L. through the lines, but General Grant refused. 
him permission upon the ground that he could only allow the Confed- 
erate authorities through the proper commissioner of exchange to 
transact such business. 

In the meantime the Confederate Government had made arrange- 
ments to ship 1,000 bales, and conditional arrangements were made to 
ship 1,500 more for the benefit of the prisoners. Mr. L. was informed 
that the State of Alabama might take a portion of the cotton, if desired. 
Obstacles were subsequently placed in the way of this last arrangement 
by the United States, and the cotton was not shipped. Every facility 
was afforded the agent that was possible under the circumstances. 

Very respectfully and truly, your friend, 
JEFIYN DAVIS. 


RicHMonD, VA., March 7, 1865. 
General 8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to request that Capt. J. Louis Smith, 
assistant adjutant-general, be ordered to report to me to inquire into 
and report upon alleged mismanagement and neglect of duty on the 
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part of officers charged with moving prisoners of war from Columbia, 
Florence, and other points to Richmond and to Wilmington. I also 
request that Captain Smith be allowed to take as clerk Private J. P. 
Alvey, Second Maryland Regiment, light-duty man, and that the actual 
expenses of Captain Smith and clerk while on this duty be paid. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. M. GARDNER, 
Brigadier- General. 


[First indorsemenf. } 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
March 11, 1865. 


Respectfully referred to Lieut. Gen. R. 8S. Ewell, commanding, Se. 
By order of Adjutant and Inspector General: 
JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Second indorsement. } 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, March 11, 1865. 
Respectfully returned. 
This officer can be spared from thiS department. 
R. 8S. EWELL, 
Lieutenant- General. 


Wark DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., March 8, 1865—1 p.m. 
Major-General THOMAS, Nashville: 


The Secretary of War directs me to say, in answer to yours of Feb- 
ruary 28, that you are authorized to determine what persons shall be 
permitted to take the oath of allegiance under the amnesty proclama- 
tion within your command. If improper persons have been permitted 
to take it, you need not recognize such action, but may remove them 
beyond your lines. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


City PoInt, Va., Mareh 8, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM HOFFMAN, 


Commissary-General of Prisoners: 
Pléase have General Trimble sent here for exchange. 
U. S. GRANT, 
Ineutenant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAmp CHASE, OHIO, March 8, 1865. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington City, D. C.: 
GENERAL: Your telegram of the 7th instant in regard to transpor- 
tation furnished to discharged prisoners of war was received this 
afternoon, and I must confess surprised me very much. I ‘find, upon 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNIUN AND CONFEDERATE. 367 


examination of the books in this office, that such has been the practice 
for more than two years. When I took command of the post it was so 
well established that I never thought of inquiring whether it was 
authorized or not. Since the reception of your telegram I have 
endeavored to discover the origin of the practice. I find, by reference 
to the letter-book, a letter from II. M. Lazelle, captain, Eighth U. S. 
Infantry, assistant to Commissary-General of Prisoners, to Col. C. W. B. 
Allison, Kighty-fifth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, commanding Camp Chase, 
ditted August 12, 1862,in which purports to be an extract from a letter 
of instructions from you to him: “ All prisoners who are discharged 
under the instructions in my letter of the 1st instant will be furnished 
with a ticket of transportation by the quartermaster as conveniently 
near to their homes as can be.” Again, I tind a letter of yours to Cap- 
tain. Lazelle at Columbus, Ohio, dated August 18, 1862, directing the 
discharge of certain prisoners, and that they be furnished with trans- 
portation to their homes. I fail to find anything in your correspond- 
ence conflicting with the foregoing correspondence instructions, and 
the precedent seems to have been followed for more than two years 
without being questioned until now. That transportation was being 
furnished to discharged prisoners must have been known to the Quar- 
termaster’s Department during all this time. It would seem that this 
long-unquestioned practice, fully known by the authorities, together 
with the letters referred to, might be said to authorize what I have 
done. With your permission I will add that the practice commends 
itself to me as humane, and should be continued from motives of sound 
policy. Few, if any, of these prisoners have any friends in this part of 
the country, and a majority are without any means when they are dis- 
charged. Friendless and without money to procure food or shelter, the 
temptations to crime would be greatly increased. If sent to some part 
ot the country where they have friends or relatives, the chances are 
greatly -in favor of their leading peaceable and orderly lives. Until 
further orders I shall regard your telegram as an order to furnish no 
more transportation to released prisoners. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant 
; W. P. RICHARDSON, 
Brevet Brigadier-Generul, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND, 
Nashviile, March 8, 1865, 


Col. J. G. PARKHURST, 
Pro. Mar. Gen., Dept. of the Cumberland, Eastport, Miss. : 

Your letter of March 4 has been received. You will receive the 
prisoners and keep them at Iuka until they can be removed, provided 
you can supply them with provisions at that place. If not, you will be 
obliged to keep them where they can be supplied. The Forty-fourth 
Wisconsin Regiment will be ordered from this place to report to you for 
the purpose of guarding the prisoners to Saint Louis. After their 
arrival there, such of their numbers as wish furlopghs must apply for 
them in the regular manner. 


Very respectfull ours 
ae hay WM. D. WHIPPLE, 


Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 
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Wark DEPARTMENT, March 8, 1865, 
Col. R. OULD, Commisstoner of Eachange : 


What is the exact posture of the agreement with General Grant in 
regard to release of political and citizen prisoners? He says in a letter 
to General R. E. Lee that his views on that subject are expressed in a 
letter of 16th of February, but General Lee is not certain whether that 
letter was addressed to him or to you. 

Respectfully, 
JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Secretary of War. 


[Indorsement. } 


Marcu 8, 1865. 


Respectfully returned to Honorable Secretary of War. 

General Grant has written no letter to me on the subject of citizen or 

political prisoners. I have received a verbal assurance from Colonel 
Mulford that if we would release all citizen prisoners, at least an equal 
number of citizen prisoners would be released in return, but that he 
had tried in vain to persuade the Federal authorities to make any gen- 
eral agreement, either as to all of those now in confinement or those 
who might be hereafter captured. Judge Campbell informs me that 
General R. E. Lee forwarded to the War Department some time since 
a letter from General Grant, complaining of the detention of certain 
civilians captured at New Creek, W. Va., and proposing the release 
and exchange of all citizen prisoners held by military authority except 
those charged as spies or for offenses against the laws of war. Upon 
that letter Judge Campbell indorsed that— 
Instructions were given some days ago to the commissioner of exchange to liber- 
ate all the citizen prisoners held by the Confederate States as soon as the exchange 
of the military prisoners to be delivered near Richmond was completed. The com- 
missioner will be instructed to make an agreement for that purpose with the com- 
missioner of the United States and to proceed with the delivery as soon as practica- 
ble. This answer will render a reply to Lieutenant-General Grant’s special inquiry 
concerning the prisoners captured by General Rosser unnecessary. 

Accordingly I directed the citizen prisoners at Salisbury and other 
places to be brought here for delivery and authorized Captain Hatch 
to deliver some at Wilmington, which has been done. I have directed 
the listing of all prisoners at Castle Thunder, so as to sift out such as 
are really prisoners of war. The list is completed to-day and the pris- 
oners of war ordered to the Libby. There are not more than forty 
civilian prisoners (all told) within our custody. I will carry out Judge 
Campbell’s instructions and deliver them all this week (perhaps 
to-morrow), unless I receive instructions to the contrary. 

RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


[Marcu 8-9, 1865.—For Grant to Stanton, Lincoln to Grant, and 
Grant to Lincoln, relative to discharge of prisoners of war on taking 
oath of allegiance, see Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part I, pp. 887, 900.] 


RICHMOND, March 9, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. U.S. Grant, U.S. Army: 


Sir: Capt. John B. Castleman, the Confederate officer who was some 
time since arrested in Indiana, and about whom I wrote to you on the 
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5th of December last, was in close confinement at Camp Morton some 
three weeks ago. As I have released and delivered to you every 
prisoner who has been so confined in the South, including even desert- 
ers and those charged with being spies, will you not order the release 
of Captain Castleman and-have him delivered to our authorities? 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


RicHmonp, March 9, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. Joun E. MULFORD, Assistant Agent of Exchange: 


Str: It has been credibly represented to me that Charles W. Meeks, 
C.S. collector in Tennessee, was captured at Bristol on or about the 
15th of December last and taken to Knoxville, where he and his son, 
William B. Meeks, not yet sixteen years of age, are still confined in 
jail, the former on a charge of treason for holding the office of collector 
under the Confederate States Government and the latter on a totally 
unfounded charge of bushwhacking. I will thank you to take imme- 
diate steps for inquiry into this matter, that you may inform me what 
are the purposes of your authorities. 

In view of the course I have pursued in relation to civilian prisoners, 
will you not have them promptly released ? 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Hauchange. 


(First indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES, 
City Point, Va., March 14, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas, :ommanding 
Department of the Cumberland, for report. 


By command of Lieutenant-General Grant: 
T. S. BOWERS, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Second indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND, 
Nashville, Tenn., March 25, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to Col. J. G. Parkhurst, provost-marshal-gen- 
eral, Department of the Cumberland, for report. This paper to be 
returned. 
By command of Major-General Thomas: 
SOUTHARD HOFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


{Third indorsement, } 


HpgRs. DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND, 
OFFICE PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 
Nashville, March 26, 1865. 


Respectfully referred to Colonel Trowbridge, provost-marshal-general 
of East Tennessee, for report. 


By command of Major-General Thomas: 
RK. M. GOODWIN, 


Captain and Assistant Provost-Marshal-General. 
24 R R—SERIES II, VOL VIII 
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{Fourth indorsement.] 


OFFICE PRovosT-MARSHAL-GENERAL OF EAST TENN, 
Knoxville, Tenn., April 5, 1865. 

Respectfully returned. 

Charles W. Meeks is held for trial for treason by the Federal court. 
The young man is also in custody. He was sent up to Strawberry 
Plains February 11, 1865, to be seut through the lines by flag of truce, 
but by order of General Stoneman the flag was not allowed to proceed 
and he was returned to this place. 

S. T. BRYAN, JR., 


Captain and Acting Provost-Marshal-General of East Tennessee. 
[Fifth indorsement. } 


OFFICE PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 
Nashville, April 9, 1865. 
Respectfully returned, inviting attention to the indorsement of the 
acting provost-marshal of East Teunessee, which contains all the infor- 
mation in this office concerning the Meeks. 
J. G. PARKHURST, 
Oolonel and Provost-Marshal-General, Dept. of the Cumberland. 


{Sixth indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND, 
Nashville, Tenn., April 11, 1865. 
Respectfully returned to Col. T. S. Bowers, assistant adjutant-general, 
headquarters Armies of the United States, with reference to preceding 
indorsements. 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Major-General, U. 8. Army, Commanding. 


RICHMOND, March 9, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. Jonn E. MULFORD, Assistant Agent of Exchange: 

Sir: Col. John H. Winston, Surg. W. Rome Capt. Samuel [L.] 
Winston, Capt. Griffin Frost, and Capt. William Perry are at Alton 
Prison, wearing ball and chain. All of these are Contederate officers 
and were acting under orders when captured. I have several times 
called your special attention to the cases of Colonel Winston and Doctor 
Wright without obtaining any response. Why are these officers thus 
kept in irons in violation of an agreement which has been so faithfully 
carried out on our part? Why are they not delivered to us in pursu- 
ance of that agreement? I hope at least I shall have an answer. 

I have now before me a letter written by one of the prisoners at 
Alton, bearing date February 20, 1865, which states that— 
there are confined and held under sentence of military commission and courts-martial 
at this place 250 soldiers and citizens of the Confederate States. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


RICHMOND, March 9, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. JoHN E. MULFORD, Assistant Agent of Exchange: 
Sir: I have learned that Messrs. Ramsey, Sperry, and Fox, citizens 
of Tennessee, are kept chained together and made to parade the streets 
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of Knoxville. I will thank you to make inquiry into this matter, and 
if it is found to be true, that you will have them relieved from such 
ignominious punishment. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


[First indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES, 
City Point, Va., March 17, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas, commanding 
Department of the Cumberland, for report in this case. 
By command of Lieutenant-General Grant: 
T. S. BOWERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


[Second indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND, 
Nashville, Tenn., March 25, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to Col. J.G. Parkhurst, provost-marshal-general, 
Department of the Cumberland, for report. This paper to be returned. 
By command of Major-General Thomas: 
SOUTHARD HOFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Third indorsement.] 


HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND, 
OFFICE PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 
Nashville, March 26, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to Col. L. S. Trowbridge, provost-marshal- 
general of East Tennessee, for report. 
By command of Major-General Thomas: 
R. M. GOODWIN, 
Captain and Assistant Provost-Marshal-General. 


[Fourth indorsement. ] 


OFFICE PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL OF EAST TENN., 
Knoxville, Tenn., April 3, 1865, 
Respectfully returned with information that the prisoners Ramsey, 
Sperry, and Fox have never been treated in the manner mentioned. 
Ramsey and Sperry are here in prison and are as comfortable as 
prisoners can expect to be. Fox died in hospital February 5, 1865. 
8. T. BRYAN, JR., 
Captain and Acting Provost-Marshal-General of Hast Tennessee. 


[Fifth indorsement.] 


HpgQks. DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND, 
OFFICE PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 
Nashville, Tenn., April 10, 1865. 
Respectfully returned to Maj. Southard Hoffman, assistant adjutant. 
general, whose attention is invited to the above indorsement of Captain 


Bryan, jr. 
Lia R. M. GOODWIN, 
Captain and Assistant Provost-Marshal-General. 
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[Sixth indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND, 
Nashville, Tenn., April 11, 1865. 
Respectfully returned to Lieutenant-General Grant, commanding 
Armies of the United States, with reference to indorsement of Captain 
Bryan. 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Major-General, U. S. Army, Commanding. 


U.S. SENATE, March 9, 1865. 
Colonel HoFFMAN, Commissary-General of Prisoners: 

My Dear Sir: Letters from friends in Saint Louis bring to my atten- 
tion a case which I desire to lay before you for consideration. Major 
Hutchinson was captured last summer in a fight between Generals Sher- 
idan and Early. He was on General Ransom’s [Ramseur’s] staff, who 
was wounded and fell into our hands, dying soon after. Major Hutch- 
inson was treated with every courtesy and paroled by General Sheridan 
to take charge of the body through to Richmond and there effect his 
own exchange. On reaching General Grant’s lines the parole was 
disregarded and he was ordered back to Washington, where he was 
immediately thrown into the Old Capitol Prison, where I believe he 
now is. In this instance is it not proper that the parole should be 
recognized, especially now that exchanges have recommenced? And 
if not paroled, as I believe some officers now are, should not his case 
call for an immediate exchange? I am sure you will come to sound 
conclusions when I present the facts to your notice and therefore 
content myself with so doing. 

Yours, with respect, 
B. GRATZ BROWN. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., March 9, 1865. 
Surg. J. SIMPSON, 
Medical Director, Middle Department, Baltimore, Ma. : 

Srr: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi- 
cation of the 24th ultimo in reference to the difficulty of messing the 
rebel sick and wounded prisoners in the West Buildings Hospital sepa. 
rate from the patients belonging to our Army, and I beg to say in 
reply that, with the approbation of the War Department, yon are 
authorized to direct that where the hospital is occupied, as at present, 
by a large majority of patients belonging to the Union Army, the 
issues of rations and the disbursement from the hospital fund may be 
made as if the patients were all of the Union Army. It is probable 
that a number of sick and wounded prisoners from Winchester will be 
left in Baltimore, and if all can be collected in one hospital by them- 
selves it will be the most convenient for the service. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen.,. U. 8S. Army, and Com. Gen. of Prisoners. 
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, WASHINGTON, March 9, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. E. D. TowNnsEND, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, U. 8. Army: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that I have been officially 
notified by Lieut. Col. J. E. Mulford, agent for exchange, that he has 
arranged with the rebel agent from Richmond for the exchange of the 
following deliveries of prisoners, viz: All U. S. officers and men, pris- 
oners of war (not heretofore declared exchanged), who were delivered 
on parole at Savannah and Charleston during the months of November 
and December, 1864, and all (not heretofore declared exchanged) 
delivered on parole on the James River, Va., up to the 10th day 
of March, 1865, inclusive, and I would respectfully request that an 
order announcing this exchange be issued as early as practicable. 
I would respectfully suggest that commanders of parole camps be 
directed to forward exchanged officers and men to their stations with 
as little delay as practicable. I have inquired of the lieutenant-general 
commanding whether he desires the exchanged troops armed and 
equipped before joining their regiments, and I will communicate his 
reply. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


Hpqrs. DEPT. NORTH CAROLINA, ARMY OF THE OHIO, 
Wilmington, N. C., March 9, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to forward herewith by special messen- 
ger, for your disposition, the rolls of 8,684 prisoners of war, received at 
the crossing of Northeast Cape Fear River, on the Goldsborough road, 
from the rebel agent, in pursuance of directions from Lieutenant- 
General Grant. I also forward a copy of the report of Bvt. Brig. Gen. 
Joseph C. Abbott, appointed special agent to receive and receipt for 
the prisoners.* The prisoners are being forwarded as rapidly as 
practicable to Annapolis, Md. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


In the absence of the commanding general: 
By J. A. CAMPBELL, 


Tieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutunt-General. 


(First indorsement. ] 


Wak DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, D. 0., March 17, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to Brevet Brigadier-General Hoffman, Com- 
missary-General of Prisoners, for information. These papers to be 
returned with the report. 


By order of the Secretary of War: 
SAML. BRECK, 


Assistant Adjutant- General. 


*See Abbott to Campbell, March 5, p. 358. 
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OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., March 21, 1865. 


Respectfully returned to the Adjutant-General. j 
The prisoners within referred to have all arrived at Annapolis and 
the rolls are in this office. No reports of the transaction have been 
received at this office. Papers are returned as directed. 
W. HOFFMAN, 
But. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, and Com. Gen. of Prisoners. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE GULF, 
Mobile, Ala., March 9, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. GORDON GRANGER, 
Comdg. Dist. of W. Florida and 8. Alabama, Fort Gaines, Ala. : 
GENERAL: In obedience to orders I have the honor respectfully to 
transmit to you copy of the letter of the lieutenant-general command- 
ing this department, under date of the 6th instant,* in connection with 
the subject of negro laborers employed here, to which I respectfully 
call your attention. 
I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DABNEY H. MAURY, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, 8S. C., March 9, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. P. M. B. Youne, 
Comdg. Confed. Forces in Georgia, S. Carolina, and Florida: 
GENERAL: In reply to your letter of the 27th ultimo, suggesting 
Sister’s Ferry, on the Savannah River, as the place for exchanging 
prisoners, I have the honor to state that all the prisoners of war 
recently in my possession, except such as expressed a desire to take the 
oath of allegiance to the United States, have been sent to City Point, 
Va., for exchange, in compliance with recent orders from Lieutenant- 
General Grant. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Q. A. GILLMORE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


RICHMOND, March 9, 1865. 
Col. BEN. W. JOHNSON, Fifteenth Arkansas, Johnson's Island: 


Str: Your note of February 15 has been received. It is not at our 
instance that the oldest captures are detained. For more than a year 
1 have been endeavoring to make the Federal authorities agree to the 
rule that those who have been longest in captivity should be the first 
sent. Ihave not been able as yet to succeed, although I learn that 
the last detachment sent from Johnson’s Island were selected on that 
principle. I sincerely hope that rule will continue. It is the earnest 


"See p. 361. 
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desire of the Confederate Government. If the Federal authorities 
refuse to observe so just and proper a rule, I know of no way by which 
we can compel them to do it. We have never selected the States from 
which prisoners are to be sent. We are ready to give equivalents for 
any of our officers or soldiers. I have always strenuously refused to 
do anything which would put any one or more of our officersin a better 
position than that occupied by others. I defy any one case to be given 
in contradiction. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Pachange. 


MaRrcH 10, 1865, 
General HOFFMAN : 

Aitter you left me this a. m. I read the letter of Colonel M[ulford]* 
and thought that the matter might be managed without occupying the 
time of the Secretary. I went to General Townsend, and after talking 
the matter over he thought it best to wait long enough to hear of the 
delivery to us of the 1,500 or 2,000 expected by Colonel M. I told him 
that you were anxious to be relieved of the care of so many prisoners. 
He thought a day or two longer would make no material difference. I 
told him I would communicate with you and let you know his sug- 
gestions. I send Mulford’s letter. If you think an immediate decla- 
ration necessary, please see General Townsend and have the order issued 
in the terms he and myself agreed upon, leaving the »ld account 
unreferred to. 

Yours, 
E. A. HITCHCOCK. 


PROVOST-MARSHAL’S OFFICE, 
Fort Columbus, New York Harbor, March 10, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM HOFFMAN, U.S. Army, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. C.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report that Major-General Whiting, 
C. S. Army, prisoner of war at this post, died in hospital at this post 
this morning. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. WEST, 
First Lieut. and Bot. Oapt., Second U. S. Infty., Provost-Marshal. 


HEADQUARTERS FoRT WARREN, 
Boston Harbor, March 10, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM HOFFMAN, | - 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. C.: 
Sir: There are eleven invalid officers (not generals) well enough for 
exchange. Major-General Trimble left here for City Point this a. m. 
H. A. ALLEN, 
Major, Second U. 8. Artillery, Commanding Post. 


* See Mulford to Hoffman, March 4, p, 353. 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, ) HD@RS. MIDDLE DEPT., 8TH ARMY CORPS, 
No. 60. Baltimore, Md., March 10, 1865. 
* * * 


* * * * 


2. The provost-marshal Eighth Army Corps is hereby directed to fur- 
nish cooked rations to all squads of rebel prisoners arriving in this city 
en route to be exchanged, or to be sent to prisons in the North, provided 
they are not already supplied. The cooked rations will be procured 
by requisition upon the commissary in charge of the Soldiers’ Rest in 
this city, and will be distributed to the prisoners at the most convenient 
point, either of arrival or departure. The rations will be drawn for 
at the rate allowed to prisoners as directed in General Orders, No. 1, 
Office Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. C., January 
13,1865. Whenever practicable, hot coffee will be included in the ration. 

To accomplish this order the provost-marshal will ascertain, if possi- 
ble, before the arrival of the prisoners whether they are provided with 
rations; and if not so provided, the proper number of rations will be 
drawn and sent to the point designated for distribution. The point of 
arrival is usually where they are most needed. 

Whenever prisoners are held over in this city awaiting transporta- 
tion, cooked rations will be furnished daily, unless they are quartered 
where they can cook their own rations, in which case the usual issue 
will be made on provision returns. 

* * * * * * * 
By command of Brevet Brigadier-General Morris, U. 8S. Army: 
SAMUEL B. LAWRENCE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


U.S. MIL. PRISON, GRATIOT STREET, HOSPITAL DEPT., 
Saint Louis, Mo., March 10, 1865. 
Major-General DoDGE, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo.: 

Siz: I have the honor to report that during the months of November 
and December, 1864, and January and February, 1865, we have had 
818 sick in the hospital of this prison, and the number of deaths during 
that period 134, showing the fearful mortality at the rate of nearly 50 
per cent. for the year; over 16 per cent. for the four months, and over 
4 per cent. per mouth. 

The condition of many of the prisoners, and especially many of the 
conscripts sent to this prison and captured during Price’s raid, was 
such that many were admitted into the hospital within a short period 
after their arrival, many of them being mere boys, without sufficient 
physical development to endure the fatigues and hardships of long and 
protracted marches, in addition to which the quality and insufficient 
quantity of their food became fruitful and manifest sources of the estab- 
lishing of a decided asthenic tendency. The above and still more 
grave cause of confining and massing a large number of prisoners in 
quarters insufficiently ventilated and totally inadequate in capacity. 
In one of the rooms in this prison, with a cubic area of 70,380 feet, -in- 
cluding, however, several pillars, bunks, &c., which would reduce the 
capacity several thousand feet at least, were confined in November 
over 500 prisoners, affording breathing space to each prisoner less than 
140 cubic feet, the maximum space allowed in U. S. Army general 
hospitals being 1,200 and the minimum 800 cubic feet. As an excuse 
for this excessive crowding of prisoners at the time, the inability of the 
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provost-marshal to remove them or find other accommodations was 
urged as the reason. At this date there are now confined in the same 
room 154 prisoners, with a breathing space to each of less than 450 feet, 
being a small proportion more than half the space considered necessary 
and essential to health. This unnecessary crowding of these prisoners 
at this time is not the result or for the want of room in the prison, there 
being another room with a cubic area of 45,488 feet, and in which no 
prisoners are kept or used for any other purpose. Notwithstanding 
repeated attention of the prison authorities has been called to this 
grave and prolific cause of disease, the evil still continues unabated, 
and consequently no hopes of the decrease of the ratio of deaths. 

It will be recollected that among these prisoners undergoing the con- 
finement in these crowded and insufficiently ventilated quarters are 
many citizen prisoners, agaiust whom the charges pending are of a 
very trivial character, or perhaps upon investigation by courts-martial 
no charges at all are sustained. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEO. REX, 
Surgeon, U. S. Volunteers, in Charge. 


[First indorsement.] 


MEDICAL DIRECTOR’S OFFICE, DEPT. OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, Mo., March 11, 1865. 
Respecttully forwarded to the assistant adjutant-general, Depart- 
ment of the Missouri, with the recommendation that an order be given 
the officer in charge of the Gratiot Street Prison to use all of the avail- 
able prison rooms, and not to unnecessarily crowd single apartments, 
especially if the safe-keeping of the inmates should not require this 


course. 
JNO. F. RANDOLPH, 
Surgeon, U. S. Army, Medical Director. 


{Second indorsement. } 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, March 14, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to the provost-marshal-general, Department of 
the Missouri, for his action. 
By command of Major-General Dodge: 
J. F. BENNETT, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


MarcH 10, 1865. 


Capt. R. MorRow, ; 
Assistant Adjutant-General, District of East Tennessee: 

OAPTAIN: I have the houor to report that on the 1st day of Decem- 
ber, 1864, an agreement was made between General Carter and General 
Vaughn, of which the following is an extract: 

I. It is agreed that all Union citizens from East Tennessee who are held by the 
Confederate authorities shall be, with as little delay as possible, brought to the lines 
of the U. 8. forces in East Tennessee and delivered to the U. 8. authorities. 

II. All citizens who have been arrested by the U. S. authorities as hostages for 
the Union men held by the Confederate authorities shall be delivered at the Confed- 
erate lines in East Tennessee and released with as little delay as possible. 

In accordance with that agreement I forwarded February 9 and 
14 all the hostages that have come within my control, seventeen in 
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number. On the other.hand, I am not aware of one single instance in 
which that agreement has been carried out on the part of the Confed- 
erate authorities. ; 

Upon the authority of Major-General Hitchcock, Commissary-Gen- 
eral of Prisoners, I notified General Vaughn that a failure on the part 
of the Confederate authorities to carry out that agreement must be 
met with retaliation upon general officers now in our hands. 

I take this opportunity of reporting the above facts, that the proper 
steps may be taken to enforce a compliance with that agreement. _ 

-I have the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
L. 8. TROWBRIDGE, 
Colonel Tenth Mich. Cav. Vols. and Pro. Mar. Gen. of East Tenn. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY PRISON, &C., 
Salisbury, N. C., March 10. 1865. 


ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL: 
(Brigadier-General Gardner’s Staff.) 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to transmit herewith a report* of the 
removal of the prisoners of war from Columbia and Charlotte, N. C., 
to Magnolia, N. C., for exchange. 

I should, I feel, be derelict to duty were I in doing this to pass 
unnoticed the condition of the “Fair Grounds Hospital” at Golds- 
borough, in which about 360 of the sick prisoners were temporarily 
placed, and which from neglect, filth, and squalor presented a sight 
which for misery I have rarely seen equaled. This establishment 
was nominally in charge of Surgeon Holt, but I was unable to learn 
that he ever visited it in person. Having no control over the officers 
in charge, and only learning that such a hospital existed the day prior 
to that on which the patients were removed from it for exchange, I 
was unable to apply any corrective to a state of affairs that I felt 
llisgraced our character for humanity. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. FORNO, 
Colonel, Provisional Army, C. 8S. 


MERIDIAN, March 10, 1865. 
Col. N. G. WaTTs, Agent of Exchange, Jackson: 
(Care Brigadier-General Adams, who will send this immediately to 
Colonel Watts if he is absent.) 
Following just received, dated Macon, Ga., 9th: 


Captain Rutherford just arrived from Richmond with instructions to deliver the 
Yankee prisoners in Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi at Mobile for exchange. 
Very important to have these prisoners delivered. Is there any reason why they 
should not be forwarded to Mobile for that purpose? There are here over 5,000. 

HOWELL COBB, 
Major-General. 

Telegraph me immediately what your views and wishes and arrange- 
ments are about this, so General Cobb can be answered. 

W. F. BULLOCK, Jr., 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


*See Forno to Gardner, Maich 10, p. 451. 
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OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
: Washington, D. C., March 11, 1865. 
Major-General Drx, 
Commanding Department of the East, New York: 


Please order the prisoners of war at Fort Lafayette to Fort Dela. 
ware and the citizen prisoners to Fort Warren. If there is special 
cause for detaining any of the latter, please do so. 

W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., March 11, 1865. 
Hon. B. GRATZ Brown, U. 8S. Senator, Washington, D. C.: 

DEAR Sir: Your letter of the 9th instant, in reference to the case of 
Major Hutchinson, reached me only to-day. It was within the authority 
of Lieutenant-General Grant to recall the parole granted by General 
Sheridan to Major Hutchinson, and it having been granted and recalled 
gives him no claim to any special consideration for parole at a subse- 
quent time. All rebel officers in our hands are now being paroled for 
exchange as rapidly as practicable, taking first those who have been 
longest in confinement. Major Hutchinson being among those most 
recently captured, his release may possibly be delayed some time, 
Your note in relation to young Shelby reached me only this morning. 
The War Department does not discharge prisoners of war on taking 
the oath of allegiance at this time, but those who do not wish to be 
exchanged will not be sent South. After all have been exchanged who 
desire it, then the Department will decide in the cases of those that 
remain. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


RICHMOND, March 11, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRAntT, U.S. Army: 

Sir: Private Miles Dotson, of Perrin’s Mississippi regiment, Fer- 
guson’s brigade, was captured near Powder Springs, in Georgia, on the 
4th of November last. He and three others of his command, taken at 
the same time, were carried to Camp Douglas. A few weeks afterward 
he was remanded to Louisville. Major Steele, who arrived here some 
two weeks ago, left Private Dotson in close confinement at Louisville 
on the 14th ultimo. He was then held subject to the orders of General 
Thomas as to the time and place of hisexecution. The pretext alleged 
for this course on the part of the Federal military authorities in Ken- 
tucky was that Dotson belonged to Perrin’s regiment, which was 
recruited in a neighborhood where three Federal soldiers ‘‘had been 
murdered.” ; 

It is not alleged that these Federal soldiers were “murdered” by 
Dotson, or even by Perrin’s command; nor is it suggested that Dotson 
and Perrin’s regiment are not regularly in the Confederate service. I 
feel confident that it is only necessary to bring this case to your atten- 
tion to insure the prompt release and deniers of this soldier. 

Respectfully, your obedient servan 
ania ti-x RO. OULD, 


Agent of Exchange. 
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RicumonpD, March 11, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRanT, U.S. Army: 

Sir: Lieut. O. H. Lumpkin, Second Tennessee Cavalry, who was 
captured in Mississippi in April, 1863, and who was a prisoner at 
Johnson’s Island for twenty months, was taken in handcuffs from the 
latter place on the 20th ultimo in charge of a detective officer and 
carried to Washington. He was seen by one of our returned officers at 
Pittsburg on his way. Lieutenant Lumpkin was unable to ascertain 
the cause of this proceeding. It is said to have been doue in pursuance 
of special orders from Washington. I will thank you for any informa. 
tion upon this subject. Will you not cause Lieutenant Lumpkin to be 
delivered to us? 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


RIcHMOND, March 11, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. U. 8. GRAnT, U. 8. Army: 

Sig: R. A. Blandford, a Confederate soldier, was captured a short 
time since in Kentucky while be was acting under written orders from 
General Lyon. He had those orders on his person when he was cap- 
tured. He was carried to Lexington in irons and is now held there in 
close confinement. I will thank you to have him released and delivered 
to us. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


RICHMOND, March 11, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. JOHN E. MULFORD, Assistant Agent of Exchange: 

Sir: I again bring to your attention the case of the Hon. J. B. 
Heiskell. He is in close confinement in the penitentiary at Nashville, 
Tenn. It appears that he is held under the charge of treason against 
the United States. As we have released all political prisoners, I ask 
that he be discharged without any further delay. If it be the purpose 
of your authorities to keep him in prison, I will thank you to inform me 
why it is done and what it is that so distinguishes him as to make him 
an exception in the rnle you are applying to other political prisoners. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


HEADQUARTERS OAMP CHASE, 
Near Columbus, Ohio, March 11, 1865, 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. W. P. RICHARDSON, Commanding Post: 


Sre: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
March 11, 1865: ' 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—fair. Clothing—sufficient. Bedding— 
good. State of quarters—improved. State of mess-houses—good. 
State of kitchen—good. Food, quality of—excellent. Food, quantity 
of—sufficient. Water—good and sufficient. Sinks—in good condition. 
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Police of grounds—as good as can be this season of rain and mud. 
Drainage—good. Police of hospital—fair. Attendance of sick—suffi- 
cient, Hospital diet—good. General health of prisoners—much im- 
proved. Vigilance of guard—unexceptionable. 

Remarks and suggestions —A very large decrease in numbers of sick 
and deaths since my last is attributable to the fact that those brought 
here in an almost dying condition have died, and the favorable change 
to those with enough vitality to be treated are slowly recovering, so 
that the present health of the prisoners can be said to be very good. 
The smallpox, which raged for a while so fearfully, through the various 
instrumentalities, viz, vaccination, with rigid removals and care, has 
almost disappeared from the prisons. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
KE. K. ALLEN, 
Captain, Eighty-eighth Regt. Ohio Vol. Infty., Inspecting Officer. 


[Indorsement.] 


The sickness of the prisoners from Hood’s army has been fully reported 
upon and I consider it unnecessary to repeat. During this part of the 
year the police of the prisons cannot be as perfect as in more favorable 
weather. I believe it to be as good as possible under the circumstances. 
There will be between 2,000 and 3,000 men who will refuse to go on 
exchange. I suggest some more favorable treatment in their case. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissary-General of Prisoners. 

W. P. RICHARDSON, 
Brevet Brigadier-General, Commanding Post. 


RICHMOND, March 11, 1865. 
His Excellency the PRESIDENT: 

S1gz: I have waited thus long in the hope of being able to state some- 
thing decisive in the case of Mr. Heiskell. To my frequent written 
communications in relation to him the Federal authorities have made 
no reply. In consideration of the fact that he was, in a certain sense, 
connected with the Government, I was ready to release any civilian 
whom we had for him, and I so let the U.S. authorities understand. 
I soon found out that they would not make any such arrangement. 
When General Grant was approached to know if he would release Mr. 
Heiskell for John Dent, he replied that he would not—that Dent was a 
disloyal man, known to him as such, and that he would not do as much 
for him as he would for any other citizen prisoner. It was hinted to 
me, however, by those who ought to know that if we would discharge 
Dent without making that a specific condition for the release of Mr. 
Heiskell, we would be apt to secure the lJatter’s return. Accordingly, 
when I was instructed by the War Department to deliver all citizen 
prisoners, Dent included, I used every means in my power to interest 
him and his friends in Mr. Heiskell’s case, and I am inclined to believe 
that they will be successtul. I am entirely satisfied that the best thing 
has been done that could be under the circumstances for his release. 
I shall continue to press his case upon the attention of the Federal 
authorities, and will be happy to carry out any specific instructions 
which Your Excellency may give in the matter. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 


Agent of Exchange. 
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MERIDIAN, March 12, 1865. 
Major-General MAuRY, Mobile: 

Do you know whether Confederate Government has agreed to 
exchange negro prisoners or not? If it has, all captured negroes in 
Mobile should be sent here at once, unless they can be immediately 
delivered there and receipted for. Auswer by telegraph, and if they 
are to be sent here a guard will meet and relieve guard you send out 
with them. Inform Colonel Lockett no more impressed negroes should 
be sent to Mobile if he already has as many as required there, and that 
he will inform General Brandon accordingly. If he has more impressed 
negroes now in Mobile than absolutely necessary during siege he must 
send them immediately to Oven Bluff. Answer soon as possible, and 
at same time state whether you succeeded in borrowing any money for 
lieutenant-general commanding; if so, how much, and when will it be 
here? 

By order Lieutenant-General Taylor: 

W. F. BULLOCK, JR., 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


MERIDIAN, March 12, 1865. 
Major-General CoBB, Macon, Ga.: 

Thomas reported moving from north with Fourth Corps and about 
12,000 cavalry. General Maury reports enemy advancing on Mobile 
with fleet and from Pensacola by land supposed force of 30,000. This 
makes it necessary the prisoners in Georgia should be sent to some 
other point for exchange. Can’t some point east be substituted for 
Mobile? If not, can’t they be exchanged at Vicksburg? If possible, 
they should be delivered at some point east. Answer. 

R. TAYLOR, 
Tieutenant-General. 


MERIDIAN, March 12, 1865. 
Col. N.G. WATTS, Agent of Exchange: 
(Care Brigadier-General Adams, Jackson, Miss.) 

Condition of affairs at Mobile developed since Colonel Surget’s answer 
to you renders it impracticable to send the 5,000 Federal prisoners now 
in Georgia to that place. They must be delivered either at some point 
in east or at Vicksburg. Oan’t you arrange for their delivery at Vicks- 
burg in the event some point east is not agreed upon by authorities of 
exchange bureau east of here? Answer soon as possible. 

By order Lieutenant-General Taylor: 

W. F. BULLOCK, JR., 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


City Pornt, VA., March 13, 1865—4 p. m. 
Hon. Epwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 

Colonel Ould has requested to be informed of any prisoners that may 
be held in the South, in close continement or irons, that we may learn 
of through returned prisoners, and he will have them released at once. 
Some have already been released where his attention has been called 
in this way. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Ineutenant-General. 
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City Pornt, VA., March 13, 1865—4 p.m. 
Hon. EpwIin M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 


Under agreement to release all prisoners in close confinement or irons 
we are getting all of our prisoners of that class. From the number of 
cases still in irons in the North it seems Geneial Hoffman is not send- 
ing forward prisoners of this class according to the agreement. Will 
you please direct him to send forward those in Alton and at all other 
points where they are still left back? 

U. S. GRANT, 


Tieutenant- General. 
[Indorsement.] 


MARCH 14, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to Brevet Brigadier-General Hoffman to carry 
out General Grant’s instructions. 
H. W. HALLEOK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., March 13, 1865. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. W. P. RICHARDSON, 
Commanding Camp Chase, Columbus, Ohio: 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 8th instant, reporting the practice ot 
furnishing transportation to discharged prisoners, is received. The 
special instructions given in the cases referred to were not intended to 
establish a general system. The issuing of the second order shows 
that the first one was intended to apply to the particular case, and the 
wording of the second order confines it to the prisoners referred to. 
The practice has not been known to this office because the accounts 
have been presented to the Quartermaster’s Department for payment; 
otherwise it would have been disapproved as soon as noticed. Pris- 
oners are discharged at other stations without being furnished with 
transportation to their homes, unless it is done by their friends, and it 
does not seem to be attended with any inconvenience. The demand 
for labor is very great, and they soon earn the means of supporting 
themselves. 

I ain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


RicHMOND, March 13, 1865. 

To the Honorable COMMITTEE OF THE CONFEDERATE SENATE: 

Sirs: During a short conference held on yesterday, at the suggestion 
of Colonel Ould, between the Honorable Senator Watson, a member of 
your committee, and myself, the statements which I then made respect- 
ing my own treatment and that of other prisoners confined by the Fed- 
eral authorities at Lexington, Ky., during the past fall and winter, was 
regarded by Mr. Watson of so much importance that he requested me 
to state some of the material facts which were presented in that con- 
versation in writing, under the impression, as | learned, that they 
might be of use as part of a record now being made by the Confederate 
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Government. In compliance with this suggestion I make this com- 
munication, and at the outset I would remark that it is my Impression 
that many of the outrages now perpetrated by the U. S. authorities 
upon our prisoners have been provoked and incited by false represen- 
tations made by many of their men confined in Confederate prisons at 
various times, and in retaliation for what they regard as brutality on 
the part of the Confederacy. Statements of such a character, published 
at large in the journals daily circulated over the country and reaching 
the officials who have charge of the various places where men are con- 
fined, cannot fail to produce bad blood and must lead to unkindness, 
even to brutal treatment, of the poor prisoners whose lives under the 
most favorable auspices are very miserable; and while I regard retali- 
ation as the only means by which the condition of our captives can be 
ameliorated, yet the publication to the world at large of many facts 
which must come to your knowledge would be more than useless, and 
tend to aggravate the miseries of the poor men whom you are attempt- 
ing to relieve. 

I trust your committee will excuse the above remarks. For certain 
purposes which it would be irrelevant to state here, with a commission 
of ©. S. colonel in my pocket, I went into Kentucky about the middle 
of October last. I was accompanied by Col. R. J. Breckinridge and 
Major Steele. Upon reaching the interior, after passing over a country 
almost ruined by the marauding parties of both armies, by extraordi- 
nary exertions and precautions, we reached the hills of Owen County, 
on the Kentucky River, all safe. Here we had time to look about us, 
and had I not seen with my own eyes the attitude occupied by those 
people I would never have believed that free white men could be 
reduced so completely and absolutely to the most degrading of all con- 
ditions. While outwardly and to the Federal authorities they professed 
a cordial hatred for all traitors and rebels, paid taxes, furnished money, 
many of them going so far as to join the Federal Army, for the purpose 
of saving their property from Yankee confiscation and their persons 
from Yankee brutalities, to me they professed their cordial sympathy 
with the South, contributed in many ways to the furtherance of my 
views, treated me with the utmost kindness and hospitality, and 
seemed ready and anxious to do everything which might not endanger 
their lives or jeopardize their property. They were all things to all 
men. The whole State filled with a once proud people is now wretched 
and degraded, a living lie. 

In the county of Owen, which is almost universally Southern in its 
proclivities, separating myself from Colonel Breckinridge and Major 
Steele, who at once commenced recruiting and were very successful in 
furtherance of my own plans, I put myself in communication with 
Colonel Jessee, a Confederate officer, who, with a small part of a regi- 
ment, had been cut off from General Morgan’s command after the fight 
at Cynthiana during the past summer. He had remained in this and 
on or two adjoining counties, with his men not held together in com- 
pac’, form, here in the very heart of Kentucky, for many months, 
alnost undisturbed by the Federal troops immediately in his vicinity. 
From Jessee’s representations and from various conversations with 
many of the people it seemed to me that the State was on the very 
eve of rebelling against the Federal authorities. This opinion was 
confirmed by information which I received from several of the most 
prominent men of the State. I was very careful in the concealment of 
my plans, so fearful of being captured that, avoiding houses as danger- 
ous, I took up my quarters in the hills and woods, where I was fed and 
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carried on my business arrangements through certain persons who 
were apprised of my whereabouts. 

In this state of my affairs, with everything very promising before 
me, I was apprised one night that Colonel Jessee wished to consult me 
upon some matters of the utmost importance; a courier was waiting to 
conduct me to his headquarters. I mounted, rode down to the river, 
where there was a small boat awaiting me, crossed over, leaving my 
horse tied on the bank of the stream. I spent the remaining portion 
of the night with Colonel Jessee. Next morning before breakfast we 
walked down to the river, where I saw my horse still tied. Upon our 
return to the house (before reaching it, however) I saw a force of 
Federal cavalry numbering some 150 descending the hill beyond the 
house and within half a mile. Fortunately Jessee’s horses were all 
saddled, and at once he mounted with his guards of some fifteen men, 
and being upon splendid animals, escaped without difficulty. I was 
left, however, my horse being on the other side of the river. I ran 
into the bushes immediately upon the margin of the river; remained 
concealed until late in the evening. Just before dark I came out, made 
a reconnaissance, Saw six men in Federal uniform ride up to the house 
(the only one in the neighborhood with which I was acquainted), dis- 
mount, leave a sentinel at the gate, and they were still there as long as 
I could see. It was night, raining, and very cold; I was hungry; had 
no blanket or overcoat; I knew no one in the neighborhood, and was 
afraid to apply to any one for food and shelter lest I might be informed 
on and captured. I had seen a large hay barn some half a mile distant 
during the day, and determined to take shelter for the night under its 
roof. When I reached the barn and was about to enter I heard the 
stamp of horses within, and believing that they were Yankee cavalry, 
who were likewise sheltering from the storm, I retreated hastily to some 
stacks, where, covering myself with the hay, I remained until the early 
dawn. I then returned, it being yet dark, to my shelter under the river- 
bank nearer to the house. When it became sufficiently light for me to 
discover objects at a distance I was astonished to see my horse still 
standing where I had left him two nights before. I thought it was a 
trap, that the Yankees had left him there as a bait, and were watching 
my return to capture me. Of course I did not go near him, but hid in 
the bushes and kept a sharp Jookout. I soon discovered that there was 
a man not far off on the lookout, but after remaining for some time he 
left. Two boys then came down to the river; crossed over to my side. 
I captured one of them and learned that the Yankees had all gone 
down the river, the last of them having left but a short time before. I 
went to the house, where I was kindly welcomed and wellfed. Mrs. M. 
was kind enough to send two negroes to swim my horse across the 
river. When they were in the very act of bringing him down the bank 
a party of Federals disclosed themselves and carried off horse and 
negroes. Again believing they would come over, I ran to the bushes 
and concealed myself all day and part of the night. At night, seeing 
a signal which had been arranged between Mrs, M. and myself, I went 
to the house and was most hospitably entertained. On the third morn- 
ing the same scene was re-enacted, and I spent the day in the bushes 
exposed to the most tremendous rain lever saw. This day they treated 
my kind host with much indignity and destroyed his boat. I came in 
at night, and concluding that these constant and repeated visits to this 
particular house were prompted by the knowledge that I was in the 
vicinity, I determined to go across the river and seek shelter again in 
the hills and bushes. I walked two miles to a point where there was a 
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little boat lying opposite, and concealing myself, waited the arrival of 
some citizen, believing that some one would soon come, now that all the 
boats except this one had been destroyed. A man soon came along, 
the boat came over for him; 1 discovered myself just as they were going 
off, and by force of arms obtained a passage across. 

After leaving the river and in passing along a narrow pathway over 
the cliff immediately contiguous I encountered a Federal soldier, whom, 
while attempting to capture me, I shot dead. I reached my place, laid 
up in the bushes, was well fed, received many letters in reply to those 
1 had written. My work was progressing well, when one night I was 
lured to his house by a man represented to be entirely reliable, and 
when asleep in bed was surrounded and captured. I was aware of 
General Burbridge’s bloody order requiring all officers and men caught 
without their commands to be shot on the spot and not brought in 
as prisoners. I had many misgivings. I was conducted to the little 
town of Owenton, and there confined in the court-house under a heavy 
guard with eighteen other men. We were kept here several days, the 
major who was in command of the troops being absent in Lexington. 
When he returned he came into the room where we were all together, 
and after questioning all the other men he took me into an adjoining 
room. He stated to me that under the orders he had received from 
headquarters all of us would be shot the next morning at 9 o’clock. 
I planned and would have attempted an escape that night—had deter- 
mined to force the guard—but before the time appointed we were taken 
and placed in little cells in the county jail, the most loathsome and 
horrible places I have ever seen. There were eight men in my cell, a 
little room about eight feet by six. The walls and floor were of cast iron. 
It was wet and foul, and the only air was admitted through a little grating 
in the door about the size of a small pane of glass. Here a guard was 
stationed. After remaining some time in this horrible place—so foul 
was the air that I became extremely sick—I vomited a great deal. The 
sentinel at the door discovering my condition reported it to the major, 
who ordered me to be taken out and carried back to the court-house and 
there kept under strict guard. Isoon recovered. How those poor men 
who were left in that hole managed to live through the night is a mys- 
oy to me. Iam sure I should have died had I remained two hours 

onger. 

Next morning a party of men were detailed, as I learned, for the 
execution. Immediately after breakfast Major Mahoney came round to 
the room where I was to see, I suppose, if I was well enough to be 
shot. During the interview which ensued I succeeded in convincing 
him of the barbarity of the order of General Burbridge and persuading 
him to take us all to Lexington. One man who had been brought into 
the town the evening before had been executed. I heard the guns by 
which he was killed, but I never saw the man. They said he was a 
guerrilla; the man claimed, as I learned, to be a Confederate soldier. 
After this the major was kind enough to parole me to the limits of the 
town. Next morning we all started for Lexington, General Burbridge’s 
headquarters. I was mounted on a horse and rode at will with the 
command, and had much conversation with the major, who seemed to 
be a pleasant and humane man. The other prisoners were placed in 
wagons and brought in under strict guard. When we reached the line 
between Owen and Franklin Counties the command was halted, six- 
teen men were detailed, the major dismounted, and I saw him writing 
an order. The column moved forward and I went withit. After we 
had proceeded some 200 or 300 yards the major rode up beside me and 
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remarked that this was a “most horrible war.” I asked the reason of 
his remark, and he told me he had just ordered four of those prisoners 
in the wagons to be shot at the line of the two counties as an example 
to all malefactors. My blood ran cold in my veins, and I begged him 
to spare the men; told him that such acts were evidently inconsistent 
with his character; that there could be no difficulty if he used the 
necessary precautions about carrying these men to Lexington, and if 
this deed of blood had to be committed, were I in his place I would 
leave it to General Burbridge to carry it through. He concluded to 
spare the men, sent back an officer to stop the execution, and we 
moved on. 

I wish I could tell you of several scenes which transpired along the 
road, going to show the complete subjugation of the population and 
their abject submission, but this narrative is already too long and I 
must bring it to an end. We reached Frankfort and I was turned 
loose on parole with instructions to report next morning at the railroad 
depot. I saw during the night many of my relatives and friends and 
succeeded in enlisting them in my favor. They were all Union people— 
at least professed to be so. On the following morning I was placed 
under a new guard and carried on the train to Lexington, taking leave 
of Major Mahoney, who had been very kind after he determined not to 
shoot me. At Lexington we were carried to the office of the provost- 
marshal, who, after insulting and using the most abusive language to 
us all, had us committed to the prison. This prison was an old ware- 
house, in a long room of which were about 120 men of all descriptions— 
Yankee deserters, men belonging to General Grant’s army who had 
been sent through the lines by the Confederate Government and cap- 
tured in Kentucky, men who belonged to the guerrilla bands who infest 
the State, bounty jumpers, disaffected citizens, and Confederate soldiers. 
There were occasionally during my stay a few negroes introduced in 
this room, but they never remained long, were treated with greater 
consideration than the whites, and the same charges which would keep 
a white man for months would not detain a negro aS many days. A 
more filthy, loathsome, and uncomfortable place could not be well 
conceived, full of filth and swarming with vermin. The four large 
windows fronting north and south had scarcely a pane of glass in them. 
The floor was uneven and full of cracks. There were two large stoves, 
which were [sic.| fully supplied with fuel served very poorly to keep 
up anything like a comfortable temperature, and which for many days 
and nights of the severest weather the past winter were not in blast 
for the want of fuel. Many of the prisoners were wretchedly clothed, 
some of them almost naked; a large number of them had no blankets, 
and how they survived some of those bitter cold nights was a matter 
of astonishment to me. They were required to lie down at 8 o’clock, 
where they were compelled to remain all night, and I frequently expected 
when day dawned upon us to see the men frozen to death. 

The executions under the bloody order of General Burbridge com- 
menced about this time. One day immediately after my arrival the 
provost-marshal, Lieutenant Vance, came into the room, and looking 
over the men picked out fifteen. They were carried downstairs. Ina 
short time five of them returned. They had drawn lots for their lives 
and escaped; the other ten were taken out and shot. The day after 
six others were carried out and executed. Three men who were brought 
in and belonged to Jessee’s command, within four hours after their 
arrival were carried from the prison and hung, and this thing went on 
until twenty-eight of our number, almost invariably Confederate soldiers, 
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had fallen victims to this unheard-of barbarity. You may imagine—I 
cannot describe—the horror and dread which spread among the prison- 
ers at witnessing these scenes. These men were not tried before a mili- 
tary commission or court-martial. They were simply selected by the 
provost-marshal, as it seemed to me, without any reference to the guilt 
or innocence of the parties, just as a butcher would go intoa slaughter 
pen and select at his will the beeves or the sheep or the hogs which he 
might wish to destroy. The thing was very horrible. About one-half 
the men in the prison were in irons, some of them with handcuffs on 
their wrists, others with balls and chains on their limbs; many of them 
chained together two and two. We were fed on ship crackers, cold beef, 
coffee, and bean soup. Our supplies were in sufficient quantities, and 
though many of the men complained, so far as food was involved I never 
suffered. We were guarded a portion of the time by negro troops. 
They were not obtrusive nor insulting; were extremely vigilant, and I 
verily think the best garrison troops I have seen during the war. The 
private soldiers of Indiana regiments, who were nearly all the time upon 
duty in the prison, were, generally speaking, orderly, well-behaved, well- 
disciplined men; many of them were even kind to the prisoners. In 
fact, all the acts of brutality which were perpetrated upon us were 
invariably attributable to the officers and not to the private soldiers. 

In these uncomfortable quarters many of the men fell sick. Measles, 
mumps, diphtheria, typhoid fever, erysipelas, and pneumonia prevailed 
to an alarming extent. No man was ever carried to the hospital until 
he was almost in extremis, and many of them died. 

After remaining in the room some six weeks we were transferred to 
another much larger and more comfortable apartment, but the sick- 
ness among us was on the increase, and, in addition to the diseases 
above mentioned, the smallpox made its appearance in our midst. 
This gave us great uneasiness and a good many were carried off to the 
hospital. In the late part of January I wastakenill. Isuffered greatly 
for several days. The doctor, who was kind, on the fourth day after 
my attack pronounced my disease smallpox or varioloid and decided 
to send me to the pest-house. A horse-cart was driven to the door of 
the prison and I was placed in it with a poor negro from another 
prison, and, with the wind blowing fiercely and the snow falling fast, 
we were carried to a house some three miles in the country, which 
was used as a hospital for smallpox patients of all kinds. My courage 
has been tried upon many a battle-field—I have fronted death in a 
thousand shapes—but never was it so severely tried as when I was con- 
ducted into the small room where I was to be treated for this loath- 
some disease. There were seven patients already in the room, several 
of them in the last stages of the disease, all of them horribly swollen 
and wretchedly offensive. My clothes, everything belonging to me 
except the chains upon my limbs, were taken from me and carried 
away. I was dressed in some old Federal traps and placed upon a 
Straw mattress on a little iron bedstead. The same evening one of the 
men in my room died; he was taken out at once to be buried, and I was 
immediately transferred to his place. There was a large negro on one 
side of me dreadfully ill, and beyond conception offensive. Next morn. 
ing another man died. This poor fellow was from my prison, and like 
me had fetters upon his limbs. After his death men came in, knocked 
the chains from the stiffening corpse, and he was carried off. Imme- 
diately I was changed into his place. Next day another man, one of 
the negroes, died, and they were about to move me again, but I pro- 
tested and they desisted. My attack was a slight one, and in ten days 
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I was back again in my prison quarters. Here, after remaining some 
time longer, it was announced to me that I was to be sent on for special 
exchange. My irons were taken off and I was placed upon the cars 
and sent to Louisville and thence to Fort Monroe. 
Such is an imperfect narrative of my capture and confinement. 
Very respectfully, 
J. D. MORRIS, 
Colonel, C. 8. Army. 


City oF RICHMOND, VA., TO WIT: 


Col. J. D. Morris, C. S. Army, being by the undersigned duly sworn, 
made oath that the foregoing statement by him made is true, to the 
best of his knowledge and belief. 

Given under my hand this 18th day of March, 1865. 

R. R. HOWISON, 
Notary Public, Richmond, Va. 


RICHMOND, March 13, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. W. N. R. BEALL, New York Hotel, New York City: 

Str: Your note concerning your nephew, Capt. Beall Hempstead, has 
been received. As I allowed General Hayes to select any and as many 
officers as he chose to aid him in the distribution of Federal stores, I 
take it for granted that the U. S. authorities will extend the same favor 
to you. Make application to them tor your nephew, and I doubt not 
it will be granted. Several months ago I requested General Grant to 
allow 1,500 bales of cotton to be shipped from Mobile to you for the 
benefit of our prisoners. I have as yet received no reply to my letter. 

A good number of private boxes have been sent out from here to 
prisoners. Where the parties to whom they are directed are dead or 
have left, I think they should be devoted by the distributing com- 
mittees for the benefit of the prisoners generally at the post, unless an 
order making a specific disposition has been made by the parties to 
whom they have been sent. In the latter case the assignees should 
have them. I have received only one letter from you. Why do you 
not write? 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Puchange. 


Brig. Gen. John OC. Vaughn, relative to the exchange of Captain 
Bowers for Captain Clarke. 


[Indorsement.] 
Marcw 13, 1865. 

Returned to General Echols. 

All the Federal officers have been sent North, even to Colonel Fry, who 
was charged with murders in East Tennessee. Not one Federal officer 
or soldier able to be sent off now remains. The few that are too sick 
to be sent now will be forwarded as soon as they convalesce sufficiently 
to be moved. If, therefore, the Federal authorities are honest in the 
within offer, why will they not immediately send Captains Olarke and 
Reynolds? I have brought the cases of these two officers more. than 
once to their notice. We have sent off men who were charged as 
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deserters, spies, and murderers. Please so notify the Federal authori- 
ties in East Tennessee, that these two officers may be immediately 


leased. 
bi ual [RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange.| 


P. S.—I have also sent off all Federal civilians and Unionmen. Not 
one is now held in captivity. 


[Maron 14, 1865.—For order of Secretary of State Seward, relative 
to disloyal citizens and blockade-runners, see Series I, Vol. XLVII, 
Part III, p. 53.] 


LEXINGTON, Ky., March 14, 1865. 


His Excellency ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 
President of the United States, Washington City, D. C.: 

Sir: Not many months ago I was a prisoner of war in the hands of 
the Confederates, and my brother, Robert J. Breckinridge, a colonel in 
the rebel Army, exerted himself actively, though unsolicited, to effect 
my exchange and ministered very materially to my personal comfort 
while I was in confinement. He was recently captured in Kentucky 
and sent to the Ohio State Penitentiary at Columbus. Concerning his 
capture or history I will say nothing, but that they who know him best 
know him to be an honorable and humane officer, and there can be no 
testimony to the contrary. I write now to ask and urge you with all 
earnestness to have him put upon the list for exchange. You have the 
power, you know my desire, and must feel better than I can express 
what I would say. 

Your obedient servant, with respect and some admiration, 
JOSEPH C. BRECKINRIDGE. 


[First indorsement. ] 


MARCH 20, 1865. 


Respectfully referred by the President to the Honorable the Secretary 
of War. 


JNO. G. NICOLAY, 
Private Secretary. 
[Second indorsement.] 
WAR DEPARTMENT, March 22, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to the Commissary-General of Prisoners for 
report. 
By order of the Secretary of War: e 
LOUIS H. PELOUZE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Third indorsement.] 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., March 28, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to Capt. 8. E. Jones, provost-marshal at Louis- 
ville, Ky., for full report. 
By order of Bvt. Brig. Gen. W. Hoffman, Commissary-General of 
Prisoners: 
W. T. HARTZ, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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[Fourth indorsement.] 


OFFICE COMMISSARY OF PRISONERS, 
Louisville, Ky., April 1, 1865. 
Respectfully returned to the Commissary-General of Prisoners, with 
the information that Col. R. J. Breckinridge, Provisional Army, 
Confederate States of America, is held as a prisoner of war, and is so 
reported in five-days’ report of February 28, 1865. He was forwarded 
to the State prison at Columbus, Ohio, February 27, 1865, by order of 
the Secretary of War, through Major-General Palmer, commanding 


Department of Kentucky. 
CHAS. B. PRATT, 
Captain and Commissary of Prisoners. 
[Fifth indorsement. } 
OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 


Washington, D. C., April 5, 1865. 


Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War. 

Attention is invited to the report of Capt. Charles B. Pratt, com- 
manding military prison, Louisville, Ky. Robert J. Breckinridge, col- 
onel in the rebel Army, was captured in Woodford, Ky., February 22, 


1865. 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bui. Brig. Gen., U. 8. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


In the absence of the general: 
G. BLAGDEN, 


Major, Second Mass. Oav., Asst. to Com. Gen. of Prisoners. 
[Sixth indorsement.] 


WAR DEPARTMENT, April 6, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to the commissioner for the exchange ot 


prisoners. 
By order of the Secretary of War: 
L. H. PELOUZE, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Seventh indorsement.] 


APRIL 7, 1865. 
This application is creditable to the good feeling of the applicant, 
but the undersigned sees no reason for making this case exceptional in 


the treatment of it. 
BE. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General of Volunteers. 


WASHINGTON, March 14, 1865. 


Lieutenant-General GRANT: 
Please inform me if your telegram of yesterday to the Secretary of 
War in reference to prisoners in irons applies to citizen prisoners. 


Respectfully 
; W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 
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City Pornt, VA., March 14, 1865. 
General HorrmMAn, Washington, D. C.: 

My dispatch to the Secretary of War applied to prisoners of war. 
Continuous reports of men being retained in irons are brought by pris- 
oners going forward for exchange. I made a proposition applying to 
citizens, but received no reply. There are, I believe, a large number 
of prisoners in irons at Alton, Ill., who have been sentenced by mili- 
tary commission, who should be released under the agreement made. 

U. 8. GRANT, 
LTieutenant- General. 


WASHINGTON, March 14, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT: 

Repeated orders have been issued directing all rebel prisoners in 
close confinement or in irons to be forwarded for exchange. It is not 
known that there are any now so held. Your telegram of the 23d 
ultimo directs that citizen prisoners awaiting trial or under sentence 
shall be held till further orders. I write by mail. 

Respectfully, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


WASHINGTON, March 14, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. E. R. S. CANBY, 
Comdg. Military Division of West Mississippi, New Orleans, La.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your let- 
ter of the 27th ultimo, informing me of the delivery into your hands 
of naval prisoners lately held in Texas to be exchanged for Admiral 
Buchanan and other prisoners belonging to the rebel Navy. In reply 
I have the honor to inform you that Admiral Buchanan was, by order 
of Lieutenant-General Grant, forwarded for exchange to City Point on 
the 18th ultimo, and he is now within the rebel lines. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. 8. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. O., March 14, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. E. R. S. Cansy, 
Comdg. Military Division of West Mississippi, New Orleans, La.: 
GENERAL: Lieutenant-General Grant desires that all citizen prison- 
ers whose homes are within the rebel lines, against whom there are no 
serious charges, or who are not under sentence and who wish to be 
exchanged, shall be delivered for this purpose as early as practicable, 
and I have the honor to request that you will give the necessary orders 
for the delivery on parole of all such prisoners now in confinement at 
any station in the Military Division of West Mississippi, and please 
direct that after they are forwarded rolls be sent to this office of all 
who remain in confinement, with the charges under which they are held. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. 8. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 
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OFFICE PSE SF GENER AT OF PRISONERS, 
: ashington, D. 0., March 14, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. E. R. S. Cansy, aA dine 


Comdg. Military Division of West Mississippi, New Orleans, La.: 
’ GENERAL: Lieutenant-General Grant directs that all rebel prisoners 
in close confinement or in irons be forwarded for special exchange for 
the same class of prisoners held in the South, and I respectfully request 
you will give the necessary orders to have all such prisoners now held 
at any of the stations within the Military Division of West Mississippi 
exchanged accordingly. Please direct that a history of each case be 
sent with the roll to this office. The provost-marshal at Saint Louis 
has been directed to forward all prisoners of the class named in Saint 
Louis to City Point for exchange. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. HOFFMAN, 
But. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


City Point, VA., March 14, 1865. 
General RoBERT E. LEE, Commanding C. 8S. Army: 

Inclosed I send you copy of statement* made by Lieut. G. W. Fitch, 
Twelfth U.S. Colored Troops, whose murder was attempted after his 
capture, and whose companions, who were captured at the same time, 
were murdered. It is not my desire to retaliate for acts which I must 
believe are unauthorized by commanders of troops in arms against the 
authority of the United States, but I would ask to have those barba- 
rous practices prohibited as far as they can be controlled. 

Soon after the organization of the first colored troops received into 
the Army of the United States a little skirmish took place between 
some of these troops and Confederate forces at Milliken’s Bend, La., in 
which there were captures on both sides. Information subsequently 
received, and which I believe reliable, convinced me that all the white 
officers captured were put to death. Although I have no reason for 
believing this course has been persistently followed toward the officers 
of colored troops since that time, yet I believe it has been the practice 
with many officers and men in the Confederate Army to kill all such 
officers as may fall into their hands. 

U. 8. GRANT, 


LTieutenant-General, 


RicHMonD, March 14, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. JoHN E. MULFORD, Assistant Agent of Hrchange: 

Sir: I beg leave to call your attention to the case of captured nurses. 
As | understand it, those who are not enlisted men, like surgeons, 
are unconditionally released. That rule, however, does not provide for 
the case of enlisted men who are detailed, either temporarily or per- 
manently, to attend to sick and wounded. Unless such have the 
assurance that they will be speedily released, they will not run the risk 
of capture, and will be apt to leave their sick and wounded comrades 
to such attention as may be given to them by the captors. 

I propose, therefore, that where enlisted men detailed as nurses are 
captured they be considered as a preferred class, entitled to a speedy 


* See p. 19. 
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delivery. Of course, they are to be computed as soldiers and credit 
given for them as such. 


Respectfully, your obedient servant 
soar a! gt : RO. OULD, 


Agent of Hxchange. 


RicumonD, March 14, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. Joon E. MULFORD, Assistant Agent of Exchange: 

- Sir: Surgeon Wootton, Thirty-fifth Battalion Virginia Cavalry, who 
has recently returned from Fort McHenry, reports from his own per- 
sonal knowledge that Capt. C. A. Marshall, of his command, is confined 
in a dungeon night and day at that place. He also confirms the state- 
ment which I made to you a few days ago about the Confederate soldiers 
kept in close confinement there, adding to the list the names of eleven 
others. I hope that immediate measures will be taken for the delivery 
of all these parties. 

I will thank you to let me know at an early date what your authori- 
ties propose to do in this matter. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


RiIcHMOND, March 14, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. JoHN E. MULFORD, Assistant Agent of Exchange: 

Sir: As you will perceive by the rolls, I have delivered to you all 
parties who have been captured on the high seas or the rivers leading 
to the same—in fact, all who have been captured upon the water, 
whether they were engaged in private commerce or under contract with 
the United States Government. 

I therefore request that all prisoners in similar position captured by 
your land or naval forces be released and delivered to us. Those that 
are recognized under the cartel as proper subjects of exchange will be 
computed according to the provisions of that instrument and equiva- 
lents be given and received. Youcan regard the others as civilians, or, 
if you prefer it, make any other regulation touching them which is just 
and fair. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 
RICHMOND, March 14, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. JoHN E, MULFORD, Assistant Agent of Exchange: 

Str: [have now delivered to you every civilian or political prisoner 
who heretofore has been confined in our prisons. Many of them were 
charged as being spies, with many corroborating circumstances to sup- 
port the allegation. In spite of that, however, they were released, and 
not 0.6 now remains in our custody. You will perceive that I have 
gone further than General Grant in his letter to General R. E. Lee pro- 
posed to go, and have not excepted those who were upon trial as spies 
or were held under grave and serious charges. 

I ask, therefore, that the United States Government will pursue a 
similar course and deliver to us the civilians and political prisoners 
that have been confined in your prisons. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Hauchange. 
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RicHMonDd, March 14, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. Joun EB. MULFoRD, Assistant Agent of Exchange: 

Str: Private William R. Coyner, Company F, Seventh Virginia 
Cavalry, is now held at Fort Delaware as a political prisoner. He is 
regularly in our service and will be fully credited as such. Please at 
least have him placed in the category of a prisoner of war. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


RicHMonDd, March 14, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. JoHN E. MULFORD, Assistant Agent of Exchange: 

Sir: Capt. John M. Muse, First Missouri Regiment, a Confederate 
officer, is now at Alton under a sentence of hard labor during the war. 
Captain Muse when captured was in full Confederate uniform, with the 
military orders under which he was acting on his person. He was tried 
for a violation of the laws and customs of war, yet the lieutenant who 
was captured with him was treated as a prisoner of war. When 
captured he was collecting Confederate soldiers who had been declared 
exchanged, and was south of military posts at that time held by Con- 
federate forces. There is not a shadow of doubt as to the truth of 
these facts. I request, therefore, that Captain Muse be surrendered 
under our agreement. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


RicHMOND, March 14, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. JoHN E. MULFORD, Assistant Agent of Hachange: 

Sir: It has been reported to the Confederate authorities that Pri- 
vate A. O. Grimes, First Missouri Cavalry, was executed at Saint Louis 
in the month of January last. Private Grimes was tried a long time 
ago by a military commission, but it seems the proceedings were disap- 
proved by the commanding general of the department. Why, after the 
lapse of many months and after the disapproval of the sentence, he 
was put to death I cannot conceive. Will you please make inquiry into 
this matter and let me know the facts? 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


RicHMonpD, March 14, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. JoHn E. MULFORD, Assistant Agent of Hachange: 

Siz: Some time ago you released and delivered under our agreement 
three inmates from the Albany penitentiary. I understand there is 
another Confederate soldier in said penitentiary who stood in precisely 
the same situation as the three you havedelivered. His name is Ham- 
mond Olande, a private in Company C, First Maryland Cavalry. He 
was tried as a spy and acquitted, but was sent to the Albany peniten- 
tiary. Such was the case of the three parties (Embert, Lyon, and 
Hearn) whom you have delivered. Why is a distinction made between 
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them and Claude? Will you not deliver him in compliance with our 
agreement? ran vive ; 
Respect our obedient servan 
. ies RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


RicHMOND, March 14, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. Joon E. MuLFORD, Assistant Agent of Exchange: 

Sir: Private A. A. Williams, Company OC, First Maryland Cavalry, 
has been sent to Fort Warren for the war. He was tried as a spy and 
acquitted. I understand he is in close confinement. Will you not 
deliver him under our agreement? 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


Hpgrs. Dist. oF WEST FLORIDA AND SOUTH ALABAMA, 
Fort Gaines, Ala., March 14, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. Maury, C. S. Army, 
Commanding District of the Gulf, Mobile, Ala.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
the 9th instant, inclosing copy of communication to you from Lieut. 
Gen. R. Taylor, C. S. Army, touching the treatment of soldiers of our 
army of African descent who are prisoners in your hands. I can assure 
you of my gratification at the statement of Lieutenant-General Taylor 
that, upon information that a general exchange had been agreed upon 
under the cartel of 1862, he had commenced preparations for the early 
delivery of all prisoners of war held in his department. The fact of the 
cartel of 1862 recognizing no distinction of color or former condition, and 
the recent action of your authorities in calling men of African descent 
into your armies, give flattering promises of a quick and proper solution 
of the question of treatment of colored men captured while in our service. 

Instructions have reached me from Major-General Canby, command- 
ing the Military Division of West Mississippi, to inform you that Lieu- 
tenant-General Grant, commanding Armies of the United States, has 
given him orders to receive at the military posts on the Mississippi 
River and in Mobile Bay, for exchange under the recent agreement, all 
officers and men of our Army, whether white or black, whom you have 
captured and now hold. 

Permit me, general, to assure you that there is no intention on our 
part to hinder the operation of the humane arrangement for exchange 
of prisoners which the Government of the United States has so long 
desired and striven for. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. GRANGER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. MILITARY DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI, 
OFFICE OF AGENT FOR EXCHANGE, 
New Orleans, La., March 14; 1865. 
Maj. Gen. E. A. HITCHCOCK, Commissioner of Exchange: 
GENERAL: In the absence of Major-General Canby in the field I 
have the honor to state that of the prisoners of war who were ordered 
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to be sent to this city for exchange by extract VIII, IX, and X, of 
Special Orders, No. 49, Office of Commissary-General of Prisoners, 
Washington, D. C., December 30, 1864, and which orders were appar- 
ently intended to cover all the prisoners in Northern stations captured 
at Helena, Ark., July 4, 1863, those captured by the forces of Major- 
General Steele in Department of Arkansas prior to July 28, 1864, and 
those remaining of the Fort Butler capture of June 23, 1863, only the 
following have been received here: 

On the 19th day of January last there arrived here from Johnson’s 
Island, Ohio, 169 commissioned officers, of whom 56 were of the 
Helena capture and the remainder, 113, captured at various points in 
the Department of Arkansas. 

On the 29th day of January arrived from Rock Island, Ill, 275 
enlisted men, of whom only 4 privates were captured at Helena, the 
remainder at other points in Arkansas. 

On the 13th of March (yesterday) arrived from Johnson’s Island, 
Ohio, 16 commissioned officers, of whom 8 were captured at various 
points in Arkansas, the remaining 8 being those officers captured at 
Fort Butler, Donaldsonville, La., in June, 1863. There must therefore 
be still remaining at the North nearly the whole number of the enlisted 
men who were captured at Helena, Ark., July 4, 1863. This whole 
number was understood to be originally about 800. 

I have also a list of rebel prisoners, enlisted men, numbering 226, who 
were held by Major-General Steele at Little Rock, Ark., on the 15th 
day of July, 1864, and were subsequently sent to some Northern station, 
none of whose names appear on the lists of those thus far sent hither 
to be exchanged. Adding this number to the supposed number of the 
enlisted men of the Helena capture, and there must still remain at 
some Northern station at least 1,000 prisoners, whose exchange has 
been agreed upon with the rebel authorities in the Trans-Mississippi 
Department, and whom it was the intention of the Commissary-General 
of Prisoners to send to us to be exchanged. 

All the prisoners thus far sent to us from the North have already 
been delivered with the exception of the 16 officers who arrived yes- 
terday, and the balance of deliveries is now against us to the extent 
of the equivalent for 480 privates. There are also now remaining in 
Texas about 1,400 Union prisoners whose exchange may be effected 
at any time when we may have equivalent to deliver for them. 

We have been in daily expectation of the arrival here of the Helena 
and other Arkansas prisoners whose transfer to this city was under- 
stood to be contemplated in the orders above mentioned of the Com- 
missary-General of Prisoners, but as nothing has to this time been 
heard of them, it seems probable their detention at the North is due to 
some error or oversight. 

I beg also to call your attention to the fact that the captures of the 
rebel generals Marmaduke and Cabell and their commands were 
made in the Trans-Mississippi Department, and to inquire whether a 
sufficient number of these prisoners may not be forwarded to us with 
those of the Helena capture, &c., to enable us to cancel the indebted- 
ness now existing against us and to exchange for all our remaining 
prisoners in Texas. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHAS. C. DWIGHT, 
Colonel and Agent for Exchange, Mil. Div. of West Mississippi. 
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RICHMOND, VA., March 14, 1865. 


The HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 

In response to your resolution of the 2d instant I herewith transmit 
for your information communications from the Secretary of the Navy 
and the Commissioner for the Exchange of Prisoners relative to the 
trial and execution of John Y. Beall, acting master in the C. 8. Navy, 
by the authorities of the United States. 

JEFF’N DAVIS. 


[Inclosure No. 1.] 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, March 4, 1865. 

The PRESIDENT: 

Sir: I have the honor to state in response to the following resolution 
of the House of Representatives, referred by you to this Department— 

Resolved, That the President be respectfully requested to communicate to this 
House any information he may have with regard to the execution of John Y. Beall, 
of Jefferson County, Va., by the authorities of the Federal Government; and whether 
any and what action has been taken by this Government upon the subject. 
—that the only information I have with regard to the execution of John 
Y. Beall is derived from the Federal newspapers, whose accounts of 
the event were copied by the Richmond papers of the 27th ultimo. 

Triplicate copies of Mr. Beall’s appointment as an acting master in 
the Navy were furnished to the Department of State, upon the request 
of the Secretary of State, so soon as his arrest was known here, and 
another copy was sent by me to the Hon. Jacob Thompson in Canada. 

The printed slip herewith, from the Federal newspapers, purporting 
to give the details of the arrest, trial, and conviction of Mr. Beall, is 
inclosed for further information. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. R. MALLORY, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


[Sub-inclosure.] 
Extract from a Federal newspaper. 


The following extract from the order of General Dix approving the 
findings and sentences of the court gives a succinct account of his 
attempt on the Northern frontier: 

The testimony shows that the accused, while holding a commission 
from the authorities at Richmond as acting master in the Navy of the 
insurgent States, embarked at Sandwich, Canada, on board the Philo 
Parsons, an unarmed steamer, while on one of her regular trips, carry- 
ing passengers and freight from Detroit, in the State of Michigan, to 
Sandusky, in the State of Ohio. The captain had been induced by 
Burley, one of the confederates of the accused, to land at Sandwich, 
which was not one of the regular stopping places of the steamer, for the 
purpose of receiving them. Here the accused and two others took 
passage. At Malden, another Canadian port and one of the regular 
stopping places, about twenty-five more came on board. The accused 
was in citizen’s dress, showing no insignia of his rank or profession, 
embarking as an ordinary passenger, and representing himself to be 
on a pleasure trip to Kelley’s Island, in Lake Erie, within the jurisdic- 
tion of the State of Ohio. After eight hours he and his associates, 
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arming themselves with revolvers and handaxes brought surreptitiously 
on board, rose on the crew, took possession of the steamer, threw over- 
board part of the freight, and robbed the clerk of the money in his 
charge, putting all on board under duress. Later in the evening he 
and his party took possession of another unarmed steamer, the Island 
Queen, scuttled her, and set her adrift on the lake. These trans- 
actions occurred within the jurisdiction of the State of Ohio on the 
19th day of September, 1864. On the 16th day of December, 1864, 
the accused was arrested near the Suspension Bridge over the Niagara 
River, within the State of New York. The testimony shows that he 
and two officers of the insurgent States, Colonel Martin and Lieutenant 
Headley, with two other Confederates, had made an unsuccessful 
attempt, under the direction of the first-named officer, to throw the 
passenger train coming from the west to Buffalo off the railroad track, 
for the purpose of robbing the express company. It is further shown 
that this was the third attempt in which the accused was concerned to 
accomplish the same object; that between two of these attempts the 
party, including the accused, went to Canada and returned, and that 
they were on their way back to Canada on Lake Erie; the accused, 
though holding a commission from the insurgent authorities at Rich- 
mond, in disguise, procuring information with the intention of using it, 
as he subsequently did, to inflict injury upon unarmed citizens of the 
United States and their private property. 


ARREST. 


Beall was arrested through information received on the Canadian 
border by John 8. Young, chief of the Metropolitan Detective Police. 
Mr. Young also received at the same time information concerning one 
of the principal witnesses against the pirate, and the party being brought 
to New York, fully identified Beall by picking him out of a crowd in 
one of the rooms at police headquarters. The recognition by this wit- 
ness was complete, he having instantly stepped up to Beall and called 
him by name, much to the discomposure of the rebel captain. After 
this identification the prisoner was confined in one of the cells at police 
headquarters, but having attempted to corrupt one of the turnkeys by 
offering him $3,000 in gold for a chance to escape, it was considered 
better to send him to Fort Lafayette. 


TRIAL. 


The military commission which tried him was convened on board the 
steamer Henry Burden while she was conveying the pirate to the fort, 
but as he desired a week’s delay to procure counsel and prepare for his 
trial, it was granted him. ‘ 

He received the professional services of James T. Brady, esq., and his 
trial was commenced on the 10th of February upon the following charges 
and specifications :* ' 

After a careful hearing the prisoner was found guilty of all the speci- 
fications, except of the third in the second charge and guilty of both 
charges. The court sentenced him to be hung, and General Dix 
approved the sentence, directing that it be carried into execution at 
Governor’s Island on Saturday, the 18th of February.t 


* Omitted here. For charges, specifications, and plea, see p. 279. 
t Reprieved until the 24th of February. 
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[{Inclosure No. 2.] 


RicumonD, March 11, 1865. 
His Excellency the PRESIDENT: 


Sre: In the matter of the accompanying resolution of the House of 
Representatives I have the honor to submit the following report: 

The case of Actg. Master John Y. Beall was never brought to the 
attention of this office by any communication, verbal or written, prior 
to his execution. The proceedings of the military commission which 
tried him were not published in the Northern papers until the 15th of 
February. The day for his execution had been fixed for the 18th of 
the same month, as if for the purpose of making any efforts in his 
behalf by his Government impossible. He was reprieved from the 18th 
to the 24th, though it seems to have been quietly, if not secretly, done. 
For some days after the 24th it was not known here whether or not he 
had been executed. On the 27th of February I received a letter from 
him, of which the following is a copy, which was forwarded by order of 
General Dix after the unfortunate man had been put to death: 


ForRr COLUMBUS, February 21, 1865. 
Col. R. OULD, Commissioner of Exchange, Richmond, Va.: 


Sir: The proceedings of a military commission in my case published in the New 
York papers of the 15th instant made you and my Government aware of my sentence 
and doom, A reprieve, on account of some informality, from the 18th to the 24th 
was granted. The authorities are possessed of the facts in my case. They know 
that I acted under orders. I appeal to my Government to use its utmost efforts to 
protect me, and if unable to prevent my murder, to vindicate my reputation. I can 
only declare that I was no “spy” or ‘‘ guerrilla,” and am a true Confederate. 

Respectfully, 
JOHN Y. BEALL, 
Acting Master, C. 8. Navy. 


The cruelty of the enemy was so swift that no sufficient time inter- 
vened between a knowledge of the facts and the execution to enable 
any proceedings to be taken. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., March 15, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 


Commanding Armies of the United States, City Point, Va.: 

GENERAL: Your telegram of the 13th instant to the Secretary of 
War in reference to release of prisoners in close confinement or in irons 
has been referred to this office, and I am directed to carry out your 
instructions. I would respectfully beg leave to state in explanation 
that General Orders, No. 6, of the 18th of January, which requires all 
prisoners of war in close confinement or in irons to be forwarded to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Mulford at Fort Monroe for exchange, was gener- 
ally distributed, and it was expected it would fully meet the case. 
Wherever doubtful cases have been referred to this office with the 
advice of Major-General Hitchcock, commissioner for exchange, the 
broadest construction has been put upon the order, and under its terms 
spies, murderers, &¢., have been forwarded for exchange. 

On the 18th ultimo, pursuant to your telegram of the 17th, I sent an 
order to all stations in the North where prisoners have been so con- 
fined, ‘to forward all rebel prisoners who are or have been in close 
confinement or in irons to Point Lookout for exchange.” Under this 
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order a number of prisoners have been forwarded, and if any have 
been detained itis without my knowledge. 

On March 2 I gave the orders required by your telegram of the 23d 
of February, directing that a certain class of citizen prisoners should 
be forwarded for exchange, but that those who were awaiting trial on 
grave charges or who were undergoing sentence should be detained. 
Reports of the cases detained will be forwarded as soon as they are 
received. This last order would cover some of the cases discharged 
under the previous order. 

There may be some cases occurring since the date of these orders, 
of arrests as spies, as for violation of the laws of war, where the 
parties are still held as not coming within reach of the orders, and I 
would be glad to be informed whether such cases should be forwarded 
for exchange. 

On the 13th ultimo, under General Orders, No. 6, and your instruc- 
tions of the 17th ultimo, I directed that 8. H. Anderson, a citizen 
prisoner in confinement at Fort Wyman, Mo., should be forwarded for 
exchange. In the meantime his sentence to be hung was announced 
and was commuted to confinement during the war at Alton, where he 
now remains, as required by your telegram of the 23d ultimo. 

In reply to my telegram of the 18th ultimo I have received reports 
from commanders of prison stations, from which it appears that there 
were no prisoners of war in close confinement or in irons at Fort Dela- 
ware, Fort McHenry, Camp Chase, or Alton, and those who were at 
Fort Warren, Johnson’s Island, Louisville, Nashville, and Saint Louis 
have been forwarded. None have been reported at other Northern 
stations, but to insure that none shall be so held instructions have 
been sent to every station. 

I have communicated your instructions to Major-General Canby 
with the request that they may be carried out in the Military Division 
of West Mississippi. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


[Marcu 15, 1865.—For Grant to Meade, relating to exchange of 
prisoners, see Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part II, p. 987.] 


HEADQUARTERS Post, 
Camp Douglas, Chicago, Ill., March 15, 1865, 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. O.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to respectfully report that Samuel 
Turner, Company B, First Tennessee (rebel) Infantry, prisoner of war, 
stabbed a prisoner on the 7th instant by the name of Patrick Tool, 
Company B, Fifteenth Tennessee. The prisoner stabbed died from the 
effects of the wound on the 11th instant. Turner is a desperate man, 
having stabbed three prisoners since his confinement in this camp, but 
neither of which, except the case already mentioned, proved fatal. — 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, } 
B. J. SWEET, 
Colonel Eighth Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps, Oomdg. Post. 


26 R R—SERIES II, VOL VIII 
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CHICKASAW, ALA., March 15, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. W. D. WHIPPLE, Chief’ of Staff, Nashville : 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report my arrival here this evening 
and the receipt of the following communication from General Forrest, 


V1Z: 


HEADQUARTERS FORREST’S CAVALRY CORPS, 
In the Field, March 13, 1865. 


Col. J. G. PARKHURST, Provost-Marshal-General, Eastport, Miss. : 


CoLonEL: I am directed by the major-general commanding to acknowledge 
receipt of yours of March 5, instant, and to say that arrangements have been made 
by Lientenant-Colonel Watts, assistant commissioner of exchange, for the delivery 
of all Federal prisoners in our hands east of the Savannah and west of the Missis- 
sippi Rivers. Those in this department are now being delivered at Vicksburg and 
Mobile; hence further negotiations in regard to them are unnecessary. The washing 
away of some bridges on Mobile and Ohio road prevented Colonel Watts from 
reaching Iuka, and he determined, on account of the insecurity of the track, to 
return and deliver the prisoners at Vicksburg, which he is now doing. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHAS. W. ANDERSON, 
Aide-de-Camp to Major-General Forrest, C. S. Army. 


In a private letter received from Colonel Anderson he says: 


I regret that the flood of water prevented Colonel Watts from reaching Iuka. He 
only got as far as Baldwyn and was compelled to return. 

The information communicated in the foregoing letters renders it 
unnecessary for me to remain here longer. The Forty-fourth Wiscon- 
sin, Colonel Symes commanding, arrived here on the night of the 13th 
instant. As they are here only for the purpose of escorting prisoners, 
and as there will be no prisoners for the regiment to escort, I have 
given the colonel orders to report to the general commanding at Nash- 
ville, and they will leave to-morrow morning on the steamer Superior 
for Nashville. I shall return to Nashville by the first boat which 
Colonel Mackay sends out. 

Two divisions of Major-General Wilson’s command have crossed the 
river, viz, Long’s and Croxton’s. General Upton’s division will cross 
to-morrow morning. 

The river has fallen about eight feet and is still falling, but it is now 
raining quite hard. 

I am informed that a raid of Federal troops from Memphis struck 
the Mobile and Ohio Railroad south of Corinth and drove away a party 
of citizens who were repairing the road and occasioned some damage 
to theroad. The report on the subject is not sufficiently authentic to 
justify me in giving particulars. 

I inclose copy of the order given Colonel Symes, of the Forty-fourth 
Wisconsin.* 

I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. PARKHURST, 
Colonel and Provost-Marshal-General. 


Hpgrs. MILITARY DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI, 


New Orleans, La., March 15, 1865. 
Maj. Ic. SZYMANSKI, ? ’ ’ 


Asst. Agent for Exchange, Trans-Miss. Dept., C. S. Army: 


MaAJor: I have the honor to inform you that Lieutenant-Colonel 
Shannon and other officers captured at Fort Butler, Donaldsonville, 
__—_—— OOOO se 


* Omitted. 
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La., June 23, 1863, being eight in number, and eight other officers cap- 
tured from your forces in Arkansas, have arrived in this city from 
Johnson’s Island to be exchanged. I will deliver them to you or any 
other officer duly authorized to receive them at Red River Landing at 
such time as you may designate. At the same time I will deliver to 
you all other prisoners of war belonging to the ©. S. forces of the 
Trans-Mississippi Department whom we have at this station. They 
number less than 100, and the entire delivery will apply to cancel the 
indebtedness now existing against us for the excess of the delivery of 
February 26th, ultimo. 

I have information from Major Curell, agent for exchange at Mobile, 
to whom I delivered the C. S. naval prisoners held at this station on 
the 4th instant, that Admiral Buchanan has been delivered to his friends 
at Richmond. His delivery with that to Major Curell furnished full 
equivalents for the delivery of naval prisoners to me on the 26th 
ultimo, and the latter have accordingly been declared exchanged. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHAS. C. DWIGHT, 
Colonel and Agent for Exchange, Mil. Div. of West Mississippi. 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFIOE, 
Richmond, March 15, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. W. M. GARDNER, Salisbury, N. C.: 

It is desirable to use the prison houses at Salisbury, N. C., as ord- 
nance workshops. Cannot the prisoners be removed to Danville or to 
some safe point, that these buildings may be appropriated as suggested ? 

S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


WASHINGTON, March 16, 1865—12.50 p. m. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT: 
A prisoner of war is in irons at Camp Douglas for the murder of 
another prisoner of war. Shall he be forwarded for exchange? 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


Hpg@rs. GEORGIA RESERVES AND MIL. DIST. OF GEORGIA, 
Macon, Ga., March 16, 1865. 
Major-General GROVER, Commanding, &c., Savannah, Ga.: 
GENERAL: By an agreement for exchange of prisoners it becomes 
necessary and proper to deliver within your lines over 5,000 prisoners 
of your army now held in this State. I propose to have these prisoners 
delivered at some convenient point near Savannah, Ga., say Doctor 
Town, on the Altamaha River. This note will be delivered by Col. 
©. A. L. Lamar, who is authorized and directed to arrange with you 
for the delivery of these prisoners as indicated above. The delivery 
will be made immediately upon your announcement to me that you will 
receive them. éatt eh 
neral, very respectfu ours, &c., 
Y Soni ag a eal nihen ers ie” TOWELL OOBB, 
Major-General, &c. 
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[First indorsement.] 


Marcu 29, 1865. 


Respectfully forwarded to the Headquarters of the Army, Washington. 
In accordance with arrangements which I have made with General 
Cobb the prisoners are to be received by me at Darien, Ga., unless I 
receive in the meantime other orders from Washington, the delivery 
to commence on the 8th of April, proximo, or as soon thereafter as pos- 
sible. Instructions with regard to the disposition that is to be made of 


the prisoners is requested. 
Q. A. GILLMORE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Second indorsement. ] 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, April 6, 1865. 


Respectfully referred to Major-General Hitchcock, commissioner for 
the exchange of prisoners. 
W. A. NICHOLS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Third indorsement. ] 
APRIL 7, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to General Hoffman to give such instructions 
as may be necessary for the comfortable return of the prisoners herein 
referred to. 
EK. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General of Volunteers. 


Camp TOWNSEND, AUBREY TERRITORY, 
Near Big Black Bridge, Miss., March 16, 1865. 

An agreement having been entered into between Brig. Gen. Morgan L. 
Smith, U.S. Army, commanding District of Vicksburg, Miss., and Col. 
N.G. Watts and Lieut. Col. H. A. M. Henderson, of the Confederate 
Exchange Bureau, bearing date “‘ Headquarters District of Vicksburg, 
Vicksburg, February 21, 1865,” in behalf of their respective Govern- 
ments for the exchange of certain prisoners of war, now the better to 
execute the same, it is hereby further stipulated between said Brig. 
Gen. Morgan L. Smith and said Col. N. G. Watts: 

First. That an area of territory extending from Big Black bridge, 
including the left bank at the end thereof, to the Four-Mile bridge, and 
one mile and a half in width on each side of the railroad between these 
points, be, and is hereby, set apart as neutral ground for the purposes of 
this exchange, upon which no hostile military operations or movements 
shall be begun or carried on; and no person or persons connected with 
the duties herein mentioned or engaged in the exchange of prisoners, 
by and with the consent of the parties hereunto agreeing, shall be 
molested or interfered with, whether with or without a flag of truce, so 
far as the two Governments are concerned. Said neutral ground herein 
described shall be called and known as Aubrey Territory. 

Second. That during the transit of prisoners of war between Pearl 
and Big Black Rivers, whether Federal or Confederate, no hostile per- 
son or persons belonging to the Federal or to the Confederate armies 
Shall in anywise molest or interfere with the prisoners, officers or men 
or transportation of either Government. ; 

Third. That the United States Government shall lay a pontoon bridge 
over Big Black River near the ruins of the railroad bridge, which shall 
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be used exclusively for the passage of prisoners of war for exchange, 
the men and officers connected with said exchange, their transportation 
and effects, and that it shall be employed for no other purpose what- 
ever without the mutual consent of the parties entering into this 
stipulation. 

Fourth. That the Confederate Government shall guard the end of 
said pontoon bridge on the left bank of Big Black River and the Fed- 
eral Government shall guard the end thereof on the right bank of said 
river. 

Fifth. That the Federal Government shall repair immediately the 
railroad, putting the same in running condition, from the Four-Mile 
bridge on said road to this point, to be used exclusively for the pur- 
poses of the exchange hereinbefore referred to, and for none other, 
except in special cases, and then only by consent of the parties hereunto 
agreeing. 

Sixth. All Confederate prisoners shall be turned over and receipted 
for on the right bank of said Big Black River, and all Federal prisoners 
on the left bank thereof. 

Seventh. The foregoing stipulations in this agreement are to remain 
in full force and effect for the space of thirty days from the date hereof, 
at the expiration whereof they shall ipso facto become null and void, 
unless re-entered into by competent authority of said Governments. 

Highth. At the expiration of the aforementioned truce the pontoon 
boats over the Big Black River shall be taken up and returned under 
escort to the U.S. lines in front of Vicksburg. 

M. L. SMITH, 
Brigadier-General, de. 
N Gin VV ey 

Colonel, &e. 


City Point, VA., March 17, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. W. HoFFMAN, Washington: 


The agreement for the exchange of prisoners in close confinement or 
irons does not cover cases taken up after the agreement was entered 


into. 
U.S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Tallahassee, March 17, 1865. 
OFFICER COMMANDING U.S. BLOCKADING SQUADRON, 
Off Saint Mark's: 

Sir: In the latter part of January last a party of U. S. troops, either 
of the land or naval force, captured a lieutenant and eighteen men of 
the ©. 8. service at Rico’s Bluff,on the Apalachicola River, and at 
other times captured on the coast a few soldiers engaged in making 
salt. Ihave heard that those prisoners were sent to Pensacola or Ship 
Island. In the skirmishing on the 5th or 6th instant near Newport 
Corpl. John P. Carlton and Private Wesley Hendry, of Company F, 
Fifth Battalion Florida Cavalry, were missing, and it is presumed 
they were captured by the U. 8. troops and are now held as prisoners. 
I have certain prisoners of war captured within this district, and I now 
propose to exchange them for the prisoners above referred to on the 
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principle of the cartel of exchange now existing between the two Gov- 
ernments and agreeably to which exchanges are now made. 

If you are not authorized to make the proposed exchange may I ask 
that you will inform me who has the authority and that you forward 
this communication to him? 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, Washington, March 18, 1865. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 

Srr: I have the honor to transmit herewith a list of prisoners cap- 
tured by the Navy, now imprisoned in Fort Warren, with a brief memo- 
randum of each case. Many of them have been confined upward of two 
years, as they were experienced seamen and it was deemed inexpedient 
to release them. The closing of the principal ports used by blockade- 
runners has deprived these parties of their power to inflict serious 
injury upon the Government or to aid the insurgents. Itis therefore 
a matter of no great importance to detain them longer, and I have 
therefore the honor to turn them over to the War Department with a 
recommendation that they be exchanged. 

This list embraces all confined in Fort Warren that the Department 
has not given instructions as to their disposition, excepting Alfred 
Brownell or Brummell. The circumstances in his case are that he was 
a clerk in the rebel Treasury Department and had been several times to 
Europe on their service. Just previous to his capture he had come from 
New York bringing paper, ink, plates, and materials for making rebel 
Treasury notes. He was captured May 17, 1863. It is suggested 
whether he should not be subjected to trial by a military court; also 
whether William D. Archer should not be likewise tried. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
[First indorsement. ] 
MARCH 23, 1865. 

Upon referring these two cases to the Secretary of War he did not 
think it worth while to order a trial unless the specification of crime 
could be made more definite and the evidence be more precise. 

E. A. H{[ITCHCOCK], 
Major-General of Volunteers. 


[Second indorsement.] 


OFFICE COMMISSIONER OF EXCHANGE, 
March 23, 1865. 
The within list was sent to General Mulford, per letter of this date, 
with the following remarks, to wit: 
The following is a list of blockade-runners and others—naval captures—now con- 
fined at Fort Warren, who may be made use of in procuring the release from rebel 


prisons of any of our men captured by the enemy, connected with the naval service, 
or serving on boats of any description in the public employ. 


BK. A. HITCHCOCK, 


[Inclosure.] 


List of blockade-runners and others—naval captures—now impris- 
oned in Fort Warren, who are turned over to the War Department for 
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exchange or such other disposition as the Honorable Secretary of War 
may think proper to make of them, viz: 

William D. Archer, captured May 12, 1863, claims to be a private in 
rebel service. Boasts, it is said, of having killed some of the “ damned 
Yankees;” of his intentions to continue his exploits in this line and 
of having been one of those who fired upon the pursuit boat, which was 
enticed on shore by misuse of a flag of truce in the hands of men dis- 
guised as contraband women. Several of the pursuit men were seri- 
ously wounded at the time. 

H. Burrows, of South Carolina, passenger in steamer Britannia, 
captured off the Bahamas June 24, 1863. 

M. A. Beck, private, Ninth Florida Regiment, captured on Florida 
coast June 1, 1863, 

James H. Britt, of North Carolina, captured in rebel blockade-runner 
R. E, Lee November 9, 1863, of which he was steward. Single man, 
farmer, twenty-seven years old. 

John Carnighan, captured in blockade-runner Britanuia, on which 
he was a passenger, June 24, 1863. 

Robert Caldwell, private, Sixty-third Georgia Regiment, captured in 
Wassaw Sound July 21, 1863. 

W.H. Crawley, who claimed to be an English subject at time of cap- 
ture, but is regarded as an American citizen, captured July 2, 1864, 
while violating the blockade. 

J. W. Davis, captured in the steamer Lizzie Davis, running the 
blockade, September 16, 1863. Born in Massachusetts; forty years 
old; has lived in Mobile twenty years; an avowed citizen of the so-called 
Confederate States and particularly hostile to the Government of the 
United States. 

Ross Davis, of South Carolina, was master of the blockade-runner 
Pet, captured off Wilmington February 15, 1864. Mariner by occupa- 
tion; thirty-five years old. Made nine round trips in the Pet. 

G. W. Davis, of North Carolina, second mate of the Britannia, cap- 
tured June 24, 1863. 

D. Drake Carter, alias Charles Drake, captured in the Thistle, trying 
to enter Wilmington, June 4, 1864; claimed to be a British subject, but 
subsequently confessed that he isa Kentuckian, and belonged to Mor- 
gan’s band. Was captured, escaped from Camp Chase into Canada, 
and made his way to Bermuda and Nassau. Surgeon Sixth Kentucky 
Cavalry. 

J Gh Halwa! captured March 7, 1863, on Florida coast; private in 
rebel army. Reported as a rebel mail carrier, and captain of a guer- 
rilla band. 

M. J. Freeman, chief engineer of the rebel steamer Alabama, cap- 
tured June 19, 1864. 

William Gance, private, Texas battalion, captured at Sabine Pass 
April 10, 1863. 

R. H. Gayle, lieutenant in the rebel Navy, captured in command of 
the blockade-runner Stag January 9, 1865. 

Benjamin Griffin, alias McPherson, of Maryland, captured July 6, 
1864, 

Samuel Grissam, of North Carolina, twenty-seven years old, single; 
was pilot on the blockade-runner R. E. Lee; captured November 9, 
1863. Claimed to be a British subject, but would not swear to if. 
Always followed the sea. 

W. W. Helm, of Mississippi, claims to be a captain of rebel cavalry; 
captured May 6, 1863, near Mobile, on a blockade runner. 
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M. L. Hobson, of Virginia, captured May 6, 1863, in the Gulf of 
Mexico on a blockade-runner. 3 ; 

M. A. Hardin, of Kingston, Ga., represents himself as a captain of 
rebel cavalry; captured on a blockade-runner April 25, 1863. 

Joseph T. Herpin, of Alabama, was supercargo and part owner of 
schooner General Prim; captured April 24,1863; was tried by military 
commission at Key West, and recommended to be paroled. Served for 
a few months in the First Alabama Volunteers; was never in action. 

S. Henderson, captured in the blockade-runner Planter June 15, 
1863, of which vessel he was steersman; fifty years old, family in the 
South. Declined the oath for fear of confiscation of his property; a 
steam-boat man by occupation; willing to take a neutral oath. _ 

R. H. Hooper, born in Baltimore, captured in the steamer Hattie, off 
Wilmington, July 24, 1864; twenty-four years old, single man, seaman; 
always sailed out of Southern ports. Says his object in manning the 
plockade-runner was to recover his health. Discharged from rebel 
service on account of disability. Intended to remain abroad until close 
of war. 

W. ©. Hammer, of Baltimore, was captain of the rebel blockade- 
runner Hope; run blockade four or five times; captured October 22, 
1864. 

H. H. Ingraham, of Florida, was purser of the rebel blockade-runner 
R. E. Lee; captured November 9, 1863; twenty-four years old; previous 
business an accountant. 

R. Jamison was master of the blockade-running schooner Two Sis- 
ters; captured near the Rio Grande September 20, 1863. 

C. P. Jenkins, of Florida, private, Ninth Florida Regiment, captured 
on Florida coast June 1, 1863. 

J.P. Johns, same as next above. 

C. P. Jervey was first mate of the rebel blockade-runner Ella and 
Anna; always followed the sea; captured November 6, 1863. 

Robert Johnson, master of the schooner Director, captured on the 
coast of Florida September 29, 1863. 

William Jones, captured on a blockade-runner July 2, 1864; seaman 
by profession. 

‘Vincent Leonardy, captured on Florida coast October 17, 1863. 

John Lewis, second mate of the blockade-runner Matagorda, cap- 
tured September 10, 1864. 

Isaac Lewis, was steward of the blockade-running steamer Lucy; 
captured November 2, 1864; claimed to be a British subject, but was 
ascertained to be an American citizen. 

Alexander Lawrence, was chief engineer of the Ella and Anna, 
blockade-running steamer; citizen of Baltimore; single; captured 
November 6, 1863. 

David Morgan, seaman of the steamer Planter, captured June 15, 1863. 

Benjamin P. McCaskey, boatswain of the rebel steamer Alabama, 
and of the rebel Navy; captured June 19, 1864, 

T. A. Menzies, engineer of the blockade-runner Ida, captured July 
8, 1864; citizen of Maryland. 

_ Malcom Macneu, passenger in the blockade-running steamer Spauld- 
ing, captured October 4, 1863; native of Pennsylvania. 

E. H. Putnam, of North Carolina, mate of the steamer Lizzie, cap- 
tured July 16, 1863. : 

7 Me Se Postel mas ese of the blockade-runner Ida; captured 
uly 8, ; native of South Carolina; residence, G ia; 
in tre U.S,N any, ; ence, Georgia; formerly 
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James A. Russell, master of the schooner Fortune, captured May 27 
1864; seaman. 
= oon ene of North Carolina, captured off Wilmington, October 

: : 

Cornelius Smith, captured in the Calypso June 11, 1863, 

Alexander Swazey, was captain of the blockade-runner Ella and 
Anna; captured November 20, 1863; citizen of South Carolina. 

W. C. Schryminger, master of the steamer Matagorda, captured 
September 10, 1864. 

R. W. Sassard, of Wilmington, N. C.; single man; was chief engineer 
of the steamer R. E. Lee; captured October 11, 1863. 

a : nae Smith, master of the schooner Clara Louisa, captured August 
’ < 

George McD. Stoll, passenger in the steamer Spaulding, captured 
October 11, 1863; citizen of North Carolina. 

George F. Trescott, of South Carolina, master of the blockade-runner 
Cherokee, captured June 2, 1863. 

W.T. Thompson, fireman of the steamer Minnie, blockade-runner, 
captured May 9, 1864. 

. 7 ohn Wilson, private of Ninth Florida Regiment, captured June 
, 1863. 

C. W. Westondorff, of Charleston, 8. C., commanded the Bermuda, 
which was captured in the early part of the war, loaded with arms, &c., 
intended, as was supposed, for the insurgents. Taken to Philadelphia, 
released, and remained there for a year or two. Went back to the 
South to see his family, as he states, and was captured in the steamer 
Lilian August 24, 1864, on which he was a passenger. 

E. G. Whitney, of Charleston, S. C., seaman by profession; captured 
November 6, 1863, in the Ella and Anna, of which he was third mate. 

Samuel Williams, captured in the schooner Alabama September 12, 
1863. 

Lewis Green, of Mobile, Ala., captured at sea May 6, 1863. 

William ©. Wilson, native of Ireland; family in Mobile; was second 
mate of schooner Alabama; captured September 12, 1863. 


HARPER’S FERRY, March 18, 1865. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON: 

There is at Point Lookout a rebel prisoner by the name of Frank 
Bernaugh, who previous to his entering the rebel army committed a 
most wanton murder of an Irishman who declared his purpose to fight 
for the Union. The name of the murdered man was James Brisbin. 
The murder was committed July 22, 1861, at Lovettsville, Loudoun 
County, Va. This man is about being exchanged as a prisoner of war. 
Cannot he be detained and tried for this murder? 

Respectfully, J. D. STEVENSON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., March 18, 1865. 
Brigadier-General SCHOEPF, Commanding Fort Delaware, Del.: 
By order of the Secretary of War prisoners will not be permitted to 
sell tobacco which they have received from their friends. They must 


take it with them when they are released on parole. 
2 W. HOFFMAN, 


Oommissary-General of Prisoners. 
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OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. O., March 18, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. Joon E. MULFORD, 
Agent for Exchange, Fort Monroe, Va.: 

COLONEL: I have to-day directed that Adjutant Hollingsworth, of 
the late General Stuart’s stati, be forwarded with next party from 
Johnson’s Island, to be exchanged, if practicable, for Lieutenant Brad- 
ford, acting assistant commissary of subsistence. The former was on 
the staff of the late General Stuart, of the rebel Army, and the latter 
belongs to the staff of Major-General Torbert, on whose application 
Major-General Hitchcock requests the exchange to be made. Without 
declaring a special exchange, it will be sufficient if you can secure the 
release of the officer named on parole. On a paper which was referred 
to me by the Adjutant-General in reference to the duties which paroled 
officers may perform, I have placed the following indorsement, viz: 

Paroled officers may perform any service with paroled troops, not armed, that 
may be necessary for the preservation of good order. A captain may have charge 
of his company, muster it for pay, draw rations for it, attend to its police, and con- 
duct it from one parole camp to another. A medical officer on parole may attend to 
paroled soldiers. 

It will be well, perhaps, to let Mr. Ould know the latitude as to duty 
which we understand to be allowed the parole. Please consult Lieu- 
tenant-General Grant in reference to this matter. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. gen., U. S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


MARkcH 18, 1865. 
Brigadier-General HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington : 

You will please amend exchange notice forwarded by me under date 
of March 4, 1865, to include all deliveries of Federal prisoners on 
James River up to and including the 25th day of March, 1865. This 
extension is made in consequence of a failure on the part of the enemy 
to deliver before the 10th certain prisoners which I claimed should be 
included in our exchange notice, and is made with consent of Mr. 
Ould. His declaration only includes 1st of March, 1865. You can 
also incorporate a clause in the notice declaring exchanged all naval 
ged: delivered at any point within our lines previous to March 25, 

JNO. E. MULFORD, 
Brevet Brigadier-General, &e. 


Soe VARINA, March 18, 1865. 
Brigadier-General HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington: 


By agreement with Hon. R. Ould, agent for exchange, all citizen 
prisouers delivered to U. S. authorities at whatever place on or before 
the 15th day of March, 1865, are released from parole. This agreement 
is mutual. I held the ninety-six citizens from Point Lookout until the 
following day for delivery. Consequently they are not included in 
above arrangement. 

JNO. KE. MULFORD, 
Brevet Brigadier-General, de. 
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WASHINGTON, D. C., March 18, 1865. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. E. D. TowNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D. C.: 


GENERAL: I have just received notice from Brevet Brigadier- 
General Mulford, agent for exchange, of a further understanding 
between himself and Mr. Ould by which it is agreed that the time cov- 
ered by the declaration of exchange as arranged by them on the 4th 
instant shall be extended from the 10th instant to include all deliveries 
of Federal prisoners on the James River up to and including the 25th 
of March, 1865. It has also been agreed that all Federal naval prison- 
ers delivered at any point within our lines up to and including the 
same date (March 25, 1865) shall be declared exchanged. The agents 
for exchange have further agreed that all citizen prisoners delivered to 
the U.S. authorities at whatever place on or before the 15th day of 
March, 1865, are released from parole. This agreement is mutual. I 
have therefore the honor to request that the order about to be pub- 
lished announcing exchanges as requested in my letter of the 9th 
instant may be modified so as to embrace the further exchanges which 
have been arranged as herein reported. The exchange of rebel prison- 
ers delivered on the James River is confined to deliveries up to and 
including March 1, as at first agreed upon. 

l am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. 8S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


U. S. STEAMER MAHASKA, 
Saint Mark’s River, Fla., March 18, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, C. S. Army: 

Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 
17th instant relative to an exchange of prisoners. I do not know the 
names of any prisoners captured by our troops in the skirmishing near 
Newport on the 5th or 6th instant. The lieutenant and men captured 
at Rico’s Bluff, on the Apalachicola River, were sent to Key West. I 
am not authorized to make the exchange you propose; this is a matter 
which rests with the War Department. I shall be happy, however, to 
forward your communication to Brigadier-General Newton at Key West. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM GIBSON, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Oommanding First Division, 
East Gulf Blockading Squadron. 


SALISBURY, March 18, 1865. 
General S. COOPER: 
I will remove Federal prisoners from the prison in a few days. The 


buildings can be turned over to the ordnance. 
W. M. GARDNER, 
Brigadier-General. 


Camp TOWNSEND, AUBREY TERRITORY, 
Near Big Black River, Miss., March 18, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. W. ADAMS, Commanding, &c., Jackson, Miss. : 
GENERAL: I am here attending to the duties of the bureau to which 
I belong.. I amdelivering Federal prisoners and receiving Confederate 
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prisoners in return. I have agreed, with your sanction, with Federal 
authorities for the laying of a pontoon bridge at this place for the pur- 
pose of carrying onsuch exchange. I am to furnish a guard on the left 
bank of Big Black and they a guard on the right bank. When L last 
saw General Forrest he proffered to send me a regiment to carry out 
the object of my visit to this point. I did not deem it necessary, and 
informed him so, as I thought the command here sufficient. 

I hear that Capt. John Wilkinson, of the Twenty-fourth Mississippi 
Battalion, is likely to be relieved from this post. I most respectfully 
ask that this shall not be done. I find him true and worthy. In a 
short time I will be receiving a large number of Confederate prisoners, 
who will have to go into parole camp. They have been for a long time 
confined in Northern prisons, away from country, home, and friends. 
All will be anxious to go home. I have no military jurisdiction, and 
can only turn over these prisoners to military authority. You know 
how these men will straggle. You know how important it is for them 
to be with their commands. You know how incompetent the present 
number of Captain Wilkinson’s command is for these purposes; and 
for the good of our country I do ask most respectfully of you that 
instead of depleting his command you increase it fourfold, still retain- 
ing him in command. All agreements between Federals and Confed- 
erates I will send you copy of on Monday. 

Iam, general, your obedient servant, 
N. G. WATTS, 
Collector and Agent. 


U.S. MILITARY PRISON, 
Camp Morton, Indianapolis, Ind., March 19, 1865. 
Col. A. A. STEVENS, Commanding Camp Morton: 


Sir: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week end- 
ing March 18, 1865: 

Conduct—very good. Cleanliness—good. State of clothing—good. 
Bedding—good. State of quarters—kept thoroughly policed. State 
of mess-houses—have none. State of kitchen—good. Food, quality 
of—first-class. Food, quantity of—suflicient. Water—sufiicient. 
Sinks—sufficient. Police of grounds—thorough. Drainage—com- 
plete. Police of hospital—thorough. Attendance of sick—good. Hos- 
pital diet—first class. General health of prisoners—good. Vigilance 
of guard—very strict. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
} J. W. DAVIDSON, 
First Lieut., Veteran Reserve Corps, and Inspecting Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS C.S. MILITARY PRISONS, 
Salisbury, N. 0., March 19, 1865. 
General 8S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.: 

GENERAL: I think arrangements should be made to accommodate, at 
least temporarily, the prisoners of war who may be captured by the 
army under command of Gen. J. E. Johnston at some safe and con- 
venient point. This place or its vicinity appears to me a suitable loca- 
tion. With this view I have sent an experienced officer, Colonel Forno, 
to select a place. Upon his return I shall direct that steps be taken to 
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provide for the shelter and security of some 5,000 men, in anticipation 
of that number being assembled here during the campaign, while 
waiting for transportation for exchange or confinement elsewhere. 

The prison here was originally intended for the confinement of mili- 
tary and civil prisoners, but under the stress of circumstances prisoners 
of war were sent here. In a few-days the Federal prisoners will have 
been removed, when the building will be turned over to the Ordnance 
Department. I hold that I have nothing to do with other prisoners 
than prisoners of war. The post commandant is the officer to control 
Confederate prisoners here. I have been informed that the ordnance 
officer here will construct a prison for their men, thus enabling the 
post commander to hand over to his control all the buildings now 
used as prisons. A portion of these buildings can be immediately used 
by the Ordnance Department. 

I shall proceed to carry out the views expressed in this letter unless 
otherwise directed by the authorities in Richmond. I shall write to 
General Johnston to know if he regards this as a suitable point for the 
purpose. His answer may modify my intentions. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. M. GARDNER, 
Brigadier- General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) WAR DEPT., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 40. Washington, March 20, 1865. 


Exchange of prisoners of war. 


Official notification has been received of the following exchanges of 
prisoners of war: 

All U. 8S. officers and men, prisoners of war (not heretofore declared 
exchanged), who were delivered on parole at Savannah, Ga., and 
Charleston, 8S. C., during the months of November and December, 
1864, and all (not heretofore declared exchanged) delivered on parole 
on the James River, Virginia, from the 25th day of November, 1864, to 
the 25th day of March, 1865, both days inclusive, and all naval pris- 
oners delivered at any points up to March 10, 1865, 

The officers and enlisted men of the military service whose exchange 
is announced above, if in depot, will be ordered to their respective 
commands; if on leave of absence, will join their proper commands at 
the expiration of their leaves. 


By order of the Secretary of War: 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 


Assistant Adjutant- General. 


RicHMOND, March 20, 1865. 
Lieut, Gen. U. S. GRANT, U.S. Army: 

GENERAL: Lieut. Daniel Davis, a Confederate officer, is held in close 
confinement and at hard labor with convicts at Fort Warren. Some 
time ago a Federal officer was selected in retaliation and put in close 
confinement for Lieutenant Davis. When, however, the recent agree- 
ment was made about this class of prisoners I immediately delivered 
the Federal officer to your authorities. Notwithstanding my prompt 
action, however, Lieutenant Davis is still retained in the manner I 
have mentioned. Captain Gorden and Major Armesy, of our service, 
were captured at the same time with Lieutenant Davis and were held, 
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like him, in close confinement. They, however, have been released and 
sent to us. Why Lieutenant Davis is retained I cannot conceive. I 
have brought this case several times to the attention of your authorities, 
but no action has been taken. I will thank you to cause him to be 
released and sent to us. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Hachange. 


RicHMOND, March 20, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. U. 8S. GRANT, U.S. Army: 


GENERAL: The following-named Confederate soldiers are now in close 
confinement in the penitentiary at Nashville. They are all privates 
and belong to the commands indicated. Some, if not most of them, are 
dressed in convict clothes: 

H. L. Bell, Tenth Tennessee Cavalry; John O. Scarborough, Eighth 
Kentucky; John S. Holder, Fourth Tennessee; Z. F. Bailey, Richard 
King, Eighth Kentucky; J. Phillips, H. F. Phillips, Lyon’s command; 
R. B. Vaughan, Eleventh Tennessee Cavalry; William Andrews, First 
Kentucky Cavalry; Private Reaves, Ninth Tennessee; Y. K. Miller, Jesse 
Broadway, Forrest’s command. 

I will thank you to cause an order to be issued for their release and 
delivery. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


GENERAL ORDERS, HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST, 
No. 24. New York City, March 20, 1865. 


I. Before a military commission, which convened at Fort Lafayette, 
New York Harbor, and at New York City, by virtue of Special Orders, 
No. 14, current series, from these headquarters, of January 17, 1865, and 
of which Brig. Gen. Fitz-Henry Warren, U.S. Volunteers, is president, 
was arraigned and tried: 


Robert C. Kennedy. 
CHARGE I: Acting as a spy. 


Specification 1.—In this, that Robert C. Kennedy, a captain in the military service 
of the insurgent States, was found acting as a spy in the city of New York, in the 
State of New York, on or about the 1st day of November, 1864. : 

Specification 2.—In this, that Robert C. Kennedy, a captain in the military service 
of the insurgent States, was found acting as a spy in the city of Detroit, in the State 
of Michigan, on or about the 29th day of December, 1864. 


CHARGE II: Violation of the laws of war. 


Specification.—In this, that Robert C.) Kennedy, a captain in the military service 
of the insurgent States, undertook to carry on irregular and unlawful warfare in the 
city and State of New York, and in the execution of said undertaking attempted to 
burn and destroy said city of New York by setting fire thereto, All this in said city 
of New York on or about the 25th day of November, 1864. 

To which charges and specifications the accused pleaded not guilty. 


FINDING. 


Of specification 1, charge I, guilty. 
Of specification 2, charge I, guilty. 
Of charge I, guilty. 

Of specification, charge II, guilty. 
Of charge II, guilty. 
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SENTENCE, 


And thereupon the commission sentence him, said Robert C. Kennedy, captain in 

= Seca a - a a States, - ae hanged by the neck until dead, at 
enerail in ¢ i 
thirds of the oe hocatrek fas sah —chedibadieniy leidel ie tack Abe 

II. The major-general commanding approves the proceedings, findin Zs 
and sentence of the court. It is shown by the testimony: 

1. That the accused has been an officer in the service of the insurgent 
States since August, 1861. 

2. That he was in the city of New York in disguise, and under a false 
name, in the month of November, several weeks immediately preceding 
the attempt to set the city on fire. 

3. That he was here for a purpose which he refused to disclose, and 
that he returned hastily by night to Canada. 

4, That he stated in the presence of several persons that he set fire 
to Barnum’s Museum and to one of the “ down-town” hotels; and. 

5. That he was arrested at Detroit in disguise, armed with a revolver, 
traveling under a false name, and with a passport representing himself 
to be a loyal citizen. 

On proof of these facts he was convicted of acting as a spy and car- 
rying on irregular and illegal warfare. The person who testified to his 
confession of having set on fire Barnum’s Museum and one of the hotels 
in the lower part of the city was not under duress or an accomplice, 
was a reluctant witness, and could have had no motive to make a false 
statement. He is corroborated by other testimony. 

The attempt to set fire to the city of New York is one of the greatest 
atrocities of the age. There is nothing in the annals of barbarism 
which evinces greater vindictiveness. It was not a mere attempt to 
destroy the city, but to set fire to crowded hotels and places of public 
resort, in order to secure the greatest possible destruction of human 
life. The evidence shows that Barnum’s Museum and ten hotels were 
fired on the evening of the 25th of November, the fires in most of them 
breaking out in quick succession, and indicating not only deliberate and 
complex design and concert on the part of the incendiaries, but a cool 
calculation to create so many conflagrations at the same time as to 
baffle the efforts of the fire department to extinguish them. In all the 
buildings fired, not only non-combatant men, but women and children, 
were congregated in great numbers, and nothing but the most diabol- 
ical spirit of revenge could have impelled the incendiaries to act so 
revoltingly. =<T : 

The participation of the accused in this inhuman enterprise is a crime, 
which follows him, and his liability to answer for it is not to be cast off 
by withdrawing for a time from the jurisdiction within which it was 
committed. He has not only been guilty of carrying on irregular war- 
fare, in violation of the usages of civilized States in the conduct of 
war, but he has, by outraging every principle of humanity, incurred the 
highest penalty known to the law. 

His escape to Canada was followed in afew days by his return to the 
United States, again in disguise, with a new name, and personating a 
loyal citizen, while holding a commission in the service of the insur- 
gents, thus furnishing the highest prima facie evidence that he was act- 
ing asaspy. Norebutting evidence was produced on the trial, although 
it continued twenty-three days, of which fifteen were given to the 
accused, by adjournments, to procure testimony and prepare his defense. 
Two papers were read as a part of his address to the court—one a 
pledge given to the transportation agent in Canada to return with all 
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due diligence “to the Confederacy,” and the other a certificate made 
by him that he was a citizen of the State of Louisiana, with a request 
that he might be provided with means to return ‘to the Confederacy.” 
Admitting their genuineness, they do not repel the presumption raised 
by the circumstances attending his arrest—the disguise and the false 
pretenses with which he was found withinourlines. His flight to Can- 
ada was nota return within the lines of his ownarmy. If hehad found 
his way back to the insurgent States and had been subsequently cap- 
tured in battle he could not have been convicted under the first specifi- 
cation of the first charge. But neither of these facts exist to remove or 
terminate his liability to conviction under that specification. 

Whatever question may exist as to the effect of his return to Canada 
after having lurked as a spy, a8 charged in the first specification, no 
such question can arise as to his guilt as aspy, as charged in the second 
specification, which sets forth an offense entirely distinct from the first, 
of which he has been convicted on full proof. 

The major-general commanding considers his duty as clear in this 
case as in that of Beall. The lives, the property, the domestic security 
of non-combatant citizens must be protected against all invasion not 
in strict accordance with the laws and usages of civilized States in the 
conduct of war. Crimes which outrage and shock the moral sense by 
their atrocity must not only be punished and the perpetrators be 
deprived of the power of repeating them, but the sternest condemna- 
tion of the law-must be presented to others to deter them from the 
commission of similar enormities. 

Robert C. Kennedy will be hanged by the neck till he is dead at Fort 
Lafayette, New York Harbor, on Saturday, the 25th day of March, 
instant, between the hours of 12 noon and 2 in the afternoon. 

The commanding officer of Fort Lafayette is charged with the 
execution of this order.* 

By command of Major-General Dix: 

D. T. VAN BUREN, 
Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, Ship Island, Miss., March 20, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners of War: 

Sir: Ihave the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the ten days 
ending March 20, 1865: 

_Conduct—excellent, Cleanliness—good. Clothing—sufficient. Bed- 
ding—straw. State of quarters—tents, nearly unserviceable. State of 
mess-house—none, State of kitchen—good. Food, quality of—good. 
Food, quantity of—no complaints. Water—good. Sinks—good. Police 
of grounds—good. Drainage—good. Police of hospital—good. Attend- 
ance of sick—good. Hospital diet—attended to. General health of 
prisoners—good. Vigilance of guard—excellent. 

If prisoners of war are to be kept at this station, barracks must be 
erected, as tents last no time here. The tents wherein the prisoners 
are at present are nearly worthless, and if allowed to rot away without 


* Under date of March 25, 1865, Lieut. Col. Martin Burke reported t 
A. Dix the execution of Kennedy. Bereich Besay ar 
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providing other means to ho i i 
tie nee aeyeenty use them the prisoners will be forced to 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ERNEST W. HOLMSTEDT, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 


EAST OF MISSISSIPPI RIVER, 
No. 5. Salisbury, N. C., March 20, 1865. 

I. Pursuant to the orders of the War Department the undersigned 
auc command of the C. 8S. military prisons east of the Mississippi 

iver. 

II. The following officers are announced on the staff of the brigadier- 
general commanding: Capt. William G. Barth, assistant adjutant- 
general; Maj. R. B. Winder, chief quartermaster; Surg. I. H. White, 
chief surgeon. 

Il. Until further orders the headquarters of the Commissary-Gen- 
eral of Prisoners will be located at Salisbury, N. C., to which point all 
communications will be addressed. 

W. M. GARDNER, 


Brigadier-General, Provisional Army, C. S. 


GENERAL uy Hpgrs. C. 8. MILITARY PRISONS 


Macon, March 20, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. R. TAYLOR, 
Comdg. Dept. of Ala., Miss., and E. La., Meridian, Miss. : 

GENERAL: I inclose copies of my instructions* relative to the 
exchange of prisoners of war now confined in the States of Georgia, 
Alabama, and Mississippi, and would most respectfully request such 
information and assistance as you may beable to give me. The last 
clause of my instructions to deliver prisoners of war to the Federal 
authorities at Mobile, or other point that might be agreed upon, is 
intended to include prisoners held by officers in the field, as Commis- 
sioner Ould was informed that General Forrest, under your command, 
held prisoners of war in his military district. Please be kind enough 
to have me furnished with the number of these prisoners, and at what 
points they are confined, and, if possible, the number of prisoners 
exchanged at Iuka and the number still remaining in Alabama and 
Mississippi, and at what points. 

Major-General Cobb has sent an officer to Savannah to confer with 
the Federal commander to ascertain if prisoners would be received 
there; also a telegram to yourself requesting that you confer with the 
Federal commander at Mobile to ascertain if prisoners would be received 
either at Saint Mark’s or Jacksonville, Fla., or any other point the 
latter might suggest. I would most respectfully request an early 
response, as it will greatly expedite the exchange of prisoners. } 

Any communication addressed to care of Major-General Cobb at this 
point will reach me. ' 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. C. RUTHERFORD, 
Captain, de. 


*See Ould to Rutherford, February 20, and Mulford to Ould, February 16, pp. 
277, 238, respectively. 
27 RB R—SERIES II, VOL VIII 
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ERAL ORDERS, ) WAR DEptT., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
eee No. 46. } Washington, March 21, 1865. 
All citizens held as prisoners under parole from the rebel authorities 
delivered to the U.S. authorities at whatever place on or before the 
15th day of March, 1865, are declared released from such parole. 
By order of the Secretary of War: 
ad 2 E. D. TOWNSEND, 


Assistant Adjutant- General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, | Wak DEPT., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 47. Washington, March 21, 1865. 


Exchanged officers and men to report at parole depots. 


J. Officers and enlisted men whose exchange is announced in General 
Orders, No. 40, who are on leave of absence, or may be hereafter granted 
leave, will, on the expiration of their leaves, report at the designated 
parole depots, preparatory to being forwarded to their respective com- 
mands. 

II. Commanders of parole depots will forward exchanged officers and 
men as they assemble at the depots as rapidly as possible to the armies 
to which they belong. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CiTy Point, March 21, 1865—8 p.m. 
Brigadier-General HOFFMAN, Washington: 
You may reduce the number of prisoners forwarded here for delivery 
to 2,000 per week until further notice. 
U. 8. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


City Point, VA., March 21, 1865. 
Brigadier-General MULFORD: 
(Care General Ord.) 


Have you information yet of our prisoners in the West being relieved ? 
I have no information of any being sent by the way of Eastport or the 
Mississippi River, except from the west bank. Only newspaper report 
of these. 
U. S. GRANT, 
LIieutenant- General. 


VARINA, VA., March 21, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, City Point, Va.: 


I have no information on the subject of deliveries in the West. Mr. 
Ould informed me some time since that he had dispatched agents from 
Richmond to the different points where our prisoners were held, with 
full power and instructions to deliver all prisoners in the shortest time 
possible. He informed me two days since that all communication with 
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the South was cut off, in consequence of which he is unable to obtain 
any information, and expects to hear by way of our lines. I have been 
expecting our deliveries of Confederate prisoners at this point would 
fall off, but as yet there is no abatement. I would suggest that Gen- 
eral Hotiman be requested to limit the shipments for the present to 
some 2,000 or 3,000 per week, at least until we learn what is being 
done at other points. Have you any information concerning the offi- 
cers who were at Fort Pulaski? 
JNO. E. MULFORD, 
Colonel and U. 8. Assistant Agent for Exchange. 


City Point, VA., March 21, 1865. 
Brigadier-General MULFORD: 
(Care General Ord.) 


I do not know what has been done with the officers at Fort Pulaski. 
I sent orders to have them delivered at Charleston. Before the order 
was received Charleston had fallen into our possession. I then sent 
orders to have them sent to the James River. Before that order was 
received General Gillmore wrote to me that, having received my first 
order, which had been directed to General Foster, he had sent a flag 
to find an enemy to deliver the prisoners to. I have heard nothing 
since. 

U. S GRANT, 
Tieutenant- General. 


CiTy PoIntT, VA., March 21, 1865. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. JOHN E. MULFORD: 

You will please put in writing and forward to these headquarters 
terms and conditions of the existing agreement entered into between 
you and Judge Ould, under which prisoners of war are being exchanged, 
and the number delivered on each side up to date under the present 
arrangement. You will also please put in writing, and forward as 
above requested, the agreement entered into between you and Judge 
Ould on the inclosed correspondence between the lieutenant-general 
and General R. E. Lee, relating to certain citizen prisoners alleged te 
have been held in Richmond, and a general exchange of citizen prison- 
ers not under charges of being spies or under conviction for offenses 
against the laws of war, and if the prisoners referred to have been 
released. Please comply with the above request at the earliest possible 
moment. 

JNO, A. RAWLINS, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPOT PRISONERS OF WAR, 
Elmira, N. Y., March 21, 1865. 
Brevet Brigadier-General HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners : 

GENERAL: I had the honor this day to dispatch to you a telegram 
relative to our embarrassment occasioned by the recent inundation of 
the Chemung River, and would now submit more explicit detail of the 
case. The rapid rise of the stream on the night of the 16th instant made 
it clear that the low flat upon which the smallpox ward was located 
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would be whelmed and the fence swept away. Although I felt con- 
fident that the ward would not be carried away, still, as it was obvious 
that the freshet was to be an extraordinary one, it would not do to 
imperil between 200 and 300 lives. Rafts were accordingly built to 
convey this number from the part of the camp isolated by water from 
the camp proper, and the removal was accomplished without any 
casualty. They were placed in six old barracks on the highest ground 
of the camp. These barracks are very old and nearly useless, having 
been kept standing through the winter only by means of props and 
braces outside. Their destruction will now be necessary, as it would 
not be safe again to occupy them as barracks. In consequence of the 
great reduction of the camp it will not be necessary to erect new ones 
in their places. The river continued to rise until the entire camp, 
except about an acre, was flooded. It even crossed the road and 
flooded the camp of the Nineteenth Veteran Reserve Corps on the 
opposite side. We were compelled to remove the sick of the camp to 
the Nineteenth Veteran Reserve Corps barracks. This was accom- 
plished with great promptness; with no escape of prisoners, and, what 
is still more remarkable, with but slightly increased loss of life. I 
immediately took measures to rebuild the fence. It will be completed 
in a few days. About 2,700 feet were carried away. I shall sink the 
posts six feet and anchor them and build flood gates across the lowest 
part. There was no loss of buildings and none of stores, except a very 
small quantity stolen by prisoners during their removal. No prisoners 
can pass over the Northern Central Railroad, as we are at present 
advised, within Jess time than two weeks. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. F. TRACY, 
Colonel 127th U. 8. Colored Troops, Commanding Post. 


OFFICE U.S. AGENT FOR EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS, 
Varina, Va., March 22, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. JoHN A. RAWLINS, 
Chief of Staff, Headquarters Armies, &c.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose herein for your information 
an official copy of a letter addressed to me by Hon. R. Ould, Agent for 
Exchange, bearing date ‘‘ Richmond, Va., August 10, 1864,”* in which 
you will find embodied the agreement and basis for the exchange of 
prisoners of war now being carried on between the respective bellig- 
erents. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. E. MULFORD, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and U. 8. Assistant Agent for Exchange. 


é City Point, Va., March 22, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN M. SCHOFIELD, 


Commanding Department of North Carolina: 


Your action thus far in the matter of exchanges is Satisfactory and 
is approved. You will continue to receive and receipt for all Union 
prisoners of war delivered to you by the rebels, but you will make no 
deliveries in return. All deliveries of prisoners to the rebels will be 
made on the James River. An army commander is authorized to 
exchange, man for man, all prisoners captured on the ground, with a 


*See Vol. VII, this series, p. 578. 
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view of their being immediately put into the ranks. If the rebels 
desire and propose it this course may be adopted in North Carolina if 
you deem proper. 
By command of Lieutenant-General Grant: 
T. 8S. BOWERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


RicHMoND, March 22, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. JoHN E. MULFORD, Assistant Agent of Bachange: 

Sim: The officers who were recently sent from Nashville, Tenn., some 
eight or nine in number, concur in the statement that the following- 
named Confederate officers and soldiers were hung in Nashville at the 
times named, to wit: 

Lieutenant Mosely, on the 30th of September, 1864; Capt. J. F. Fra- 
ley, Fourth Tennessee Cavalry, in May, 1864; Private Lee Cathey, Forty- 
first Tennessee, in June, 1864; Private William Lemon, Seventeenth 
Mississippi, ia June, 1864; Private Jesse Nearing, Thirty-second Ten- 
nessee, in June, 1864; Private Robert T. Gossett, Forty-second Tennes- 
see, on the 8th of July, 1864; two brothers by the name of West, belong- 
ing to the Thirty-second Tennessee, in June, 1864. 

Several of the returned officers witnessed the executions. 

These men belonged to regular commands and were in the discharge 
of their duty when captured. I will thank you to inform me why these 
executions took place, and why Confederate soldiers, whom the fortune 
of war has thrown in the hands of your military authorities, are thus 
treated. It is very easy for you to find out the truth or falsity of 
this representation, and I therefore request an early response to this 
communication. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


City Point, VA., March 22, 1865—11.30 a. m. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. J. E. MULFoRD, 
Agent of Exchange, Varina Landing: 

Lieutenant-General Grant has directed that all transports, with the 
exception of the New York, which have been turned over to you for the 
exchange of prisoners be withdrawn from that purpose and sent to me. 
The necessity is urgent. Whencan I have the convoys Manhattan and 
Robert Morris? Send all as soon as possible. Answer. 

G. W. BRADLEY, 
Colonel and Chief Quartermaster. 


Macon, March 22, 1865. 
Hon. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE: 

Was on my way to Richmond. Met Captain Rutherford with orders 
for disposition of prisoners in the West. Learn from him prisoners 
were being rapidly paroled for exchange. I have consented to give 
attention for the present to the West. Please advise whether I shall 


isit Richmond or await orders at Montgomery. 
he a G. J. PILLOW, 


Brigadier- General. 
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[First indorsement. ] 
MAROH 23, 1865. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL: 
For report and copy of order sent to General Pillow. 
By command of Secretary of War: 
SAML. W. MELTON, 


Assistant Adjutant- General. 
[Second indorsement. ] 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
March 23, 1865. 

Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War, with copies of the 
orders called for.* 

General Pillow has been furnished, through General J. E. Johnston, 
with copies of the orders in his case and has also had the substance of 
them telegraphed to him direct. No general order has yet been issued 
relieving General Pillow from duty as Commissary-Genera] of Prisoners, 
but paragraph XL, Special Orders, No. 48, current series, from this 
office, revokes the general order assigning him to that duty. 

By order of Adjutant and Inspector General: 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


EAST OF MISSISSIPPI RIVER, 
No. 6. Salisbury, N. C., March 22, 1865. 

I. All officers of the prison department who are exercising separate 
commands will without delay forward to these headquarters the follow- 
ing reports: 

First. A field return of all troops serving under their commanders as 
prison guards, including therewith all detailed men in what capacity 
soever serving. 

Second. A roll of all Federal prisoners in their charge, according to 
the form heretofore in use, to include all prisoners on hand on the 1st 
proximo. 

Third. A list of all officers on duty with each command showing 
name, regiment, and company, how employed, date of assignment to 
prison department, and authority for such assignment, giving number 
and date of orders in all cases [in] which it is practicable. When this 
cannot be done the authority must be specially set forth in the column 
of remarks. 

Fourth. A similar list of the foregoing, embracing all detailed men 
on duty at each post, or in each staff department, or in any way there- 
with connected, specifying in the column of remarks whether the man 
is provided with a certificate of disability for field service, and by what 
medical board or medical officer such certificate was granted. 

II. On the first of each month the commanding officer of each prison 
will forward to these headquarters: 

First. A field return of troops serving at his post as prison guards, 
similar to that called for in paragraph I. 
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“See General Orders, No, 84, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, Vol. VII, 
this series, p. 1150; General Orders, No. 6, February 14, 1865, p. 224; also, Special 
Orders, No. 48, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, February 27, and Special 
Orders, No. 51, March 2, 1865, Series I, Vol. XLVII, Part IJ, pp. 1284, 1313. 
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Ac mwag A similar field return of the prisoners of war under his 
charge. 

Third. A list of all prisoners who have been received, sent off, escaped, 
or died since the last return. 

Fourth and fifth. Rolls of officers and detailed men on duty similar 
to those called for in the preceding paragraphs, numbers 2 and 3. 

Ill. Whenever any prisoner escapes the officer from whose com- 
mand he may have escaped will at once furnish to these headquarters 
a descriptive roll of all the circumstances attending the escape, and 
designating the party through whose neglect it occurred, with a view 
to holding him to a strict responsibility for his offense. 

IV. The rolls of Federal prisoners called for in paragraph I and II 
will not be required to include prisoners temporarily received in tran- 
situ who have been already taken upon the registry of another prison; 
commanding officers will however make special reports of all prisoners 
who have escaped while en route. 

By order of W. M. Gardner, brigadier-general: 

WM. G. BARTH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., March 23, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT, , 
Commanding U. 8. Armies, City Point, Va.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that I have to-day been fur- 
nished with an authenticated copy of the proceedings of a military 
commission which sentenced Walter H. Pierson to be confined at Fort 
Delaware during the war. , From these proceedings it appears that he 
was at the time of his capture, in June, 1863, a private in Company H, 
First Maryland Artillery, rebel Army, and understanding your recent 
instructions in regard to prisoners of war of this class as requiring all 
held under such circumstances to be forwarded for exchange, I have 
directed that Pierson shall be sent to City Point with the first party 
from Fort Delaware. He is not confined in a cell nor is he in irons, but 
he is held in close continement as prisoners under sentence usually are, 
and not as aprisouer of war. He has heretofore been reported as a 
citizen prisoner. 

I understand your instructions to cover all prisoners of war, not 
citizens, who at the time of the agreement were under sentence, or 
held under any special confinement, not as other prisoners of war. 
Some were in close confinement, not in cells, nor in irons, waiting trial, 
some were waiting sentence, some were under sentence but were not in 
irons nor in cells, others were under sentence and wearing ball and chain. 
All these classes I have considered to come within the spirit of your 
instructions, but to guard against misunderstanding I have directed 
that a history of each case should be sent with the rolls to City Point, 
so that the propriety of delivery might be decided on there. 

I presume it is desirable that Mr. Ould should have no pretext for 
holding Union soldiers in special confinement on the plea that men of 
the rebel Army are not released according to agreement. 

I will report in relation to the cases referred by Mr. Ould as soon as 
I have obtained the necessary ane Wap TE RHEE Yi ‘ 

neral, very respectfu our obedient servant, 
Tam, ge , very resp ee W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. 8S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 
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OFFICE U. 8. AGENT FOR EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS, 
Varina, Va., March 23, 1865. 


Brig. Gen. JoHN A. RAWLINS, 
Chief of Staff, Headquarters Armies, &e.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor [to] make the following statement in 
answer to that portion of your communication of the 22d [21st] instant 
which relates to citizen prisoners. No specific agreement has been 
entered into between Judge Ould and myself in reference to citizen 
prisoners. The correspondence between Lieutenant-General Grant 
and General R. E. Lee is the basis upon which I understand the release 
of citizens confined in Southern prisons has been consummated. Mr. 
Ould whenever this subject has been under discussion has insisted 
upon certain stipulations in connection with the release of citizen pris- 
oners which our authorities have always opposed, being in substance 
an agreement that “arrests of non-combatants should not be made 
except in cases where it might be found necessary to make temporary 
arrests, for the purpose of preventing parties giving information of mili- 
tary movements, and persons so arrested to be promptly released as 
soon as the emergency requiring such arrest shall cease to exist.” Our 
authorities declining to accept this proposition, and Mr. Ould being 
unwilling to yield the point, rendered it practically impossible for terms 
in behalf of this class of prisoners to be made. Since the corre- 
spondence of Lieutenant-General Grant and General Lee on this 
subject Mr. Ould informed me of his intention to release all citizen 
prisoners held by Confederate authorities and he hoped our authori- 
ties would do the same. He has since informed me that orders have 
been issued by him for the release of all our citizen prisoners held in 
the Confederacy, and that all those who were confined in Richmond 
and Salisbury have been delivered either here or at Wilmington. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. E. MULFORD, 
Ineutenant-Colonel and U. 8. Assistant Agent for Hachange. 


OFFICE ASST. AGENT FOR EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS, 
Varina, Va., March 23, 1865. 


Aggregate of prisoners received and delivered at Savannah, Charleston, and in James 
River from November 1, 1864, to March 22, 1865, inclusive. 


Federals received: 
November and December, Savannah and Charleston ..................-. 10, 916 
November to March 22, 1865, James River ; 


To the above you will add our receipts at Wilmington, which I 
believe are about 8,000 men and 1,000 officers. aaa 


Confederates delivered: 


November and December, Savannah and Charleston....................- 3, 187 
November to March 22, 1865, James River ................--se eee neelee 22 916 
Total 22.5... . 2. wince 0 clone MaSe Oe AeReae Ae Te eee Sen eee 26, 053 


| JNO. E. MULFORD, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and U. 8. Assistant Agent for Hachange. 
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1 HEADQUARTERS CO. 8. ARMIES, March 23, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. U. 8. GRANT, Commanding U. 8. Armies: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 13th [14th] instant with the neta paper relative i an 
alleged attempt to murder a Federal officer while a prisonér of war, 
and the murder of two others. In reply I beg leave to say that I know 
nothing of the facts stated in the communication, nor does it afford me 
the means of ascertaining them. The act complained of, if committed, 
was done without any authority, and is at variance with the rules by 
which the Confederate Government endeavors to conduct hostilities. 
It was probably one of those acts of unauthorized violence proceeding 
from individual passions, which it is difficult to prevent, but which are 
not the less to be lamented. Many similar outrages committed upon 
the persons of Confederate soldiers and citizens by persons in the Fed- 
eral service have been reported to me, which I trust admit of the same 
explanation. I endeavor by every means in my power to prevent such 
violations of the rules of civilized warfare, which only tend to inflame 
feelings already unfortunately too much embittered, and which un- 
avoidably reflect upon the party to which the perpetrators belong. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS Post OF MURFREESBOROUGH, 
Murfreesborough, Tenn., March 23, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. W. D. WHIPPLE, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Chief of Staff, Dept. of the Cumberland : 
GENERAL: The four citizens held by me as hostages for the safe 
return of two Union citizens (Follen and Smith) carried off by Hood’s 
army have applied for their release, Mr. Follen having made his escape 
from the rebels and returned home, and Mr. Smith having died. Mr. 
Follen has reported to me since his return, and the accompanying copy 
of a letter to Mr. Smith’s friends certifies his death. In anticipation 
of this application for the release of these hostages I mentioned the 
case to the general commanding when at Nashville two weeks since. 
He was not disposed to release them, but calculated to hold them for 
Union citizens still in the hands of the rebels. These facts I mentioned 
to the friends of the hostages, but at their earnest solicitation forward 
their verbal application to be set at liberty. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. P. VAN CLEVE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Post. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF VICKSBURG, 
Vicksburg, Miss., March 23, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. N. J. T. DANA, 
Commanding Department of the Mississippi: 

GENERAL: I went out with Captain Williams yesterday to a confer- 
ence with Colonel Watts. Colonel Watts claims that he did not send 
these men in under the contract entered into with me because of a res- 
ervation in it, but he started them upon the receipt of a dispatch from 
General Grant, furnished to him by General G. H. Thomas, a copy* of 


*Not found as an inclosure, but it was probably Grant to Thomas, February 16, 
1865, for which see Series I, Vol. XLIX, Part I, p. 725. 
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which I send you herewith. He says there are 9,000 en route, includ- 
ing those already arrived. He don’t claim anything under my con- 
tract, but claims under General Grant’s arrangement that the residue 
to be held by the captors is in their favor. He says he expects to hear 
every day of the delivery of prisoners to balance this lot, when he is 
willing to let these go. He says the camps at Andersonville and 
Cahaba are broken up and no rations there, and the suffering that will 
attend the turning of them back will be without a parallel. There 
being a gap between the Cahaba and Andersonville lots of about a 
week, we can hear from you in time to stop all that are now the 
other side of Jackson. It is my opinion, general, that at least one- 
fourth of them will die and be killed if they are turned back. They 
won’t let them know they are to be turned back till they get force 
enough to shoot all who try to escape. The public service cannot suf: 
fer by keeping them here a few days. I send this by an officer, and 
also Captain Williams’ letter, and await your decision. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. L. SMITH, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


JOINT RESOLUTION of request to the Secretary of War to secure the release of 
certain unarmed citizens of this Commonwealth from rebel imprisonment. 


Whereas, during the battle of Gettysburg certain unarmed citizens 
of this Commonwealth were captured by the rebel forces, taken to 
Richmond, and afterward sent to Salisbury, where they yet remain in 
close confinement in rebel prisons: Therefore, 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Oommon- 
wealth of Pennsylvania in General Assembly met, That the Secretary of 
War be respectfully requested to use his utmost official exertions to 
secure the release of J. Crawtord Gwinn, Alexander Harper, George 
Codori, William Harper, Samuel Sitzer, George Patterson, George 
Arendt, and Emanuel Trostle, and such other civilians, citizens of 
Pennsylvania, as may now be in the hands of the rebel authorities, 
from rebel imprisonment and have them returned to their respective 
homes in Pennsylvania. 

A. G. OLMSTEAD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
WM. J. TUNELL, 
Speaker of the Senate. 


{Indorsement. | 


Approved the 23d day of March, A. D. 1865. 
A. G. CURTIN, 


TALLAHASSEE, | March] 23, 1865. (Via Columbia.) 
Hon. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE : 

General Scammon, commanding U. 8S. forces at Jacksonville, Fla., 
agrees to receive and receipt for prisoners of war paroled for exchange. 
Would it not be well to hurry forward those at Andersonville to Jack- 
sonville as rapidly as possible? I have telegraphed Pillow. 

SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 
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RICHMOND, March 24, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. JoHN E. MULFORD, Assistant Agent of Exchange: 

Siz: Lieut. John T. Stevenson, Second Missouri Infantry, is now and 
has been a prisoner at Johnson’s Island since August 15, 1862. He 
was captured at Versailles, Ky. You are aware that by the agree- 
ment of exchange entered into between Lieutenant-Colonel Ludlow and 
myself on the 10th of January, 1863, “all officers and men captured in 
Kentucky, &c., up to December 10, 1862, were declared exchanged.” 
It was further agreed that if any such were in Federal prisons they 
should be released. I therefore ask that Lieutenant Stevenson be 
delivered without any unnecessary delay. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Huchange. 


RICHMOND, March 24, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. JoHN E. MULFORD, Assistant Agent of Hachange: 

Sir: There are three naval officers now at Fort Warren. Lieut. R. 
H. Gayle and a boatswain and engineer of the Alabama, I will be 
obliged to you if you will cause them to be delivered. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO, OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


HEADQUARTERS C. 8S, MILITARY PRISONS, 
Macon, March 24, 1865. 
OFFICER COMMANDING FEDERAL FORCES, Jacksonville, Fla.: 

Under an agreement for the exchange of prisoners of war recently 
entered into between Lieutenant-General Grant, commanding U. S. 
Army, and the authorities of the Confederate Government, which is 
now being rapidly carried into effect in the eastern portion of the 
States, I propose to deliver a portion of the Andersonville prisoners at 
Jacksonville, Fla. The object of this communication is to ascertain if 
you will receive them there and receipt for them as paroled prisoners 
for exchange. The route of travel to that point will be less fatiguing 
to the Federal prisoners than any other at present open. Capt. John 
C. Rutherford, the bearer of this communication, is directed to deliver 
it and to bring me your answer. I will make every necessary prepara- 
tion for the comfort of the prisoners during the trip which is possible. 
Please let me have your answer as promptly as practicable. 


Respectfully, 
GID. J. PILLOW, 
Brig. Gen. and Commissary-General of Prisoners, 0. S. Army. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 69. Richmond, March 24, 1865. 
* * * * * * * 


VII. Brig. Gen. Daniel Ruggles, Provisional Army, C. S., is consti- 
tuted Commissary-General of Prisoners, and will at once enter upon 
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his duties as designated in paragraphs I, II, and III, General Orders, 
No. 84, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 
mm: f the Secretary of War: 
By command of the Sec y JNO, WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WASHINGTON, March 25, 1865—1.15 p. m. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT: 


The rebel officers reported by Mr. Ould as wearing ball and chain at 
Alton are not in close confinement. They are not now, nor have they 
been, wearing ball and chain, but they are sentenced to confinement 
for various periods. Shall they be forwarded for exchange? 


Respectfully, ee yer 
j N, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


City Point, VA., March 25, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. C.: 
Forward all men referred to in your dispatch of 1.15 p. m. for 
exchange. 
U. 8. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


Fort LAFAYETTE, March 25, 1865—6 a.m. 
Major-General D1x, 


Headquarters Department of the East, New York: 


Srr: I have the honor to report that last night, about half after 10 
o'clock, I visited Kennedy, taking with me Mr. Howard, of the New 
York Times. After some conversation relative to the matter for which 
he has been sentenced, he made the following confession. He requested 
that I would make no use of his confession to his detriment, in case a 
respite or reprieve should be received. * * * 

I have the honor to remain, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
MARTIN BURKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding. 


Confession of Robert O. Kennedy. 


After my escape from Johnson’s Island I went to Canada, where I 
met a number of Confederates. They asked me if I was willing to go 
on an expedition. LIreplied, “Yes; if itis in the service of my country.” 
They said, “It’s all right,” but gave no intimation of its nature, nor did 
I ask for any. I was then sent to New York, where I staid some 
time. There were eight men in our party, of whom two fled to Canada. 
After we had been in New York three weeks we were told that the 
object of the expedition was to retaliate on the North for the atrocities 
in the Shenandoah Valley. It was designed to set fire to the city on 
the night of the Presidential election, but the phosphorus was not 
ready and it was put off until the 25th of November. I was stopping 
at the Belmont House, but moved into Prince street. I set fire to four 
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places—Barnum’s Museum, Lovejoy’s Hotel, Tammany Hotel, and the 
New England House. The others only started fires in the house 
where each was lodging and then ran off. Had they all done as I did 
we would have had thirty-two fires and played a huge joke on the fire 
department. I know that I am to be hung for setting fire to Barnum’s 
Museum, but that was only a joke. I had no idea of doing it. I had 
been drinking and went in there with a friend, and, just to scare the 
people, I emptied a bottle of phosphorus on the floor. We knew it 
wouldn’t set fire to the wood, for we had tried it before, and at one time 
concluded to give the whole thing up. 

There was no fiendishness about it. After setting fire to my four 
places I walked the streets all night and went to the Exchange Hotel 
early in the morning. We all met there that morning and the next 
night. My friend and I had rooms there, but we sat in the office nearly 
all the time reading the papers, while we were watched by the detec- 
tives of whom the hotel was full. I expected to die then, and if I had 
it would have been all right; but now it seems rather hard. I escaped 
to Canada, and was glad enough when I crossed the bridge in safety. 

I desired, however, to return to my command, and started with my 
friend for the Confederacy via Detroit. Just before entering the city 
he received an intimation that the detectives were on the lookout for 
us, and, giving me a signal, he jumped from the cars. I didn’t notice 
the signal, but kept on and was arrested in the depot. 

I wish to say that killing women and children was the last thing 
thought of. We wanted to let the people of the North understand that 
there are two sides to this war, and that they can’t be rolling in wealth 
and comfort while we at the South are bearing all the hardships and 
privations. 

In retaliation for Sheridan’s atrocities in the Shenandoah Valley we 
desired to destroy property, not the lives of women and children, 
although that would of course have followed in its train. 

Done in the presence of Lieut. Col. Martin Burke. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., March 25, 1865. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. W. W. MoRRIs, 
Commanding Fort McHenry, Baltimore, Md. : 

Mr. Ould reports to Lieutenant-General Grant that Capt. C. A. 
Marshall is confined at Fort McHenry, and that other prisoners of war 
are held there in close confinement. My telegrams of the 18th and 
19th ultimo, by order of Lieutenant-General Grant, directed that all 
prisoners of war in irons or in close confinement should be forwarded 
for exchange. No report has been received at this office that prisoners 
confined as above have been forwarded, and it is therefore presumed 
that there were none so confined at Fort McHenry. Please inform me 
whether Mr. Ould has been correctly informed. The only exception 
which is to be made in regard to guerrillas is tnat they will not be for- 
warded for exchange till the last. I have not seen any order relieving 
you from the command of Fort McHenry, and therefore I continue to 
address you as the commanding officer. If I am in error in this please 
refer this letter to the officer who is in rt : 

neral, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

del etilecta hilt cooa es tae W. HOFFMAN, 

But. Brig. Gen., U. 8. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 
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OFFICE ASSISTANT AGENT OF EXCHANGE, 
TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, March 25, 1865. 
Col. CHARLES OC, DWIGHT, Pile avid big 
Commissioner of Eachange, Mil. Div. of West Mississippi: 

CoLOoNEL: A month has now elapsed since our last meeting, and as 
yet I have received no intimation of your readiness to complete the 
provisions of the cartel of July 28, 1864, 

The communication of Major General Hitchcock to Major-General 
Canby, commanding Military Division of West Mississippi, dated 
August 20, 1864, which was furnished me by your courtesy, says: 

In answer to your communication of the 4th instant, forwarding cartel agreed 
upon July 28, I have to inform you that the prisoners of war referred to in the sec- 
ond and third articles of said cartel will be placed at your disposal by Colonel 
Hoffman, Commissary-General of Prisoners, as soon as practicable, of which he will 
advise you. 


Eight months have passed since signing the cartel, seven since the 
date of General Hitchcock’s letter (quoted above), and more than a 
year since assurances were given that Major Shannon and others cap- 
tured at Fort Butler (withheld by a cruel mistake) should be speedily 
returned; but up to this day the deliveries have not been made. I am 
unwilling to suppose that this extraordinary delay is intentional, but 
it would seem that, with all the facilities of communication and trans. 
portation at the command of the U.S. authorities, the return of these 
prisoners could have been sooner effected. I have promptly made all 
deliveries required of me by the cartel, and the delay upon the part of 
the Federal Government causes dissatisfaction to the C. S. military 
authorities. 

My attention has often been called to statements in Northern papers 
where the miseries endured by Federal prisoners are described in the 
most exaggerated terms. If I may be allowed to reply to these arti- 
cles through you, I have but to state, what I have said in previous com- 
munications, that all prisoners in the hands of the Confederate States 
Government receive the same rations which it issues to her own troops. 
It is not in her power to give many comforts. To save the discomforts 
incident to imprisonment I have always, as you bear me witness, endeav- 
ored to effect exchanges without delay. This is the settled policy of my 
Government. 

Red River is falling rapidly, and future exchanges will necessarily 
and before long be attended with the additional delay and physical 
suffering of long marches through a country destitute of supplies. I 
trust this may be avoided by promptness on your part in the coming 
deliveries, in which 1 hope you will be able to secure the valuable 
co-operation of Major-General Canby. 

I regret to learn from a communication of Brevet Brigadier-General 
Hoffman, Commissary-General of Prisoners, U. S. Army, through 
Major-General Magruder, C. S. Army, that up to the 3d of February no 
arrangement had been made for the exchange of Generals Marmaduke 
and Cabell. I hope, however, that the application of Major-General 
Canby has since been successful. Should I receive no intimation desir- 
Ing an earlier interview I propose, if agreeable, a meeting at our usual 
rendezvous, Red River Landing, on the 8th of April next, when I will 
be prepared to receive such prisoners as you may have to deliver, which 
I trust will include Major Shannon, his companions of Fort Butler, the 
Helena prisoners, as well as those who have been held at Ship Island 
and New Orleans, either in confinement or on parole. 
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sé am pleased to see that Admiral Buchanan has been delivered at 
Richmond for his equivalent. I would request that you bring with you 
the receipts of the Uonfederate agent of exchange at Mobile for the 
C. S. naval prisoners and the men of Fort Gaines capture, recently 
delivered, so that we may make a final settlement of deliveries made in 
order that I may properly report them at Richmond and declare those 
already received to be exchanged. 

I have the honor to request that you will not omit to bring to our 
next meeting articles of clothing, &c., for the U. S. prisoners, in lieu 
of those which were lost in transitu to Camp Ford, Tex., and for which 
I am prepared to reimburse you. 

With assurances of high esteem and consideration, I am your very 
obedient servant, 

IG. SZYMANSKI, 
Assistant Agent of Exchange, Trans- Mississippi Department. 


RicHMOND, March 25, 1865. 
Hon. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE, Secretary of War: 

Str: I have the honor to inclose a copy of a letter which I have 
written to Brig. Gen. John E. Mulford, assistant U. S. agent of 
exchange.* 

I have conversed with the nine officers referred to (Maj. De Witt C. 
Douglass, Capt. Thomas W. Elliott, Capt. Frank B. Gurley, Capt. 
Thomas B. Jordan, Capt. William H. Moore, Capt. C. E. Peacher, Capt. 
A. W. Ray, Lieut. Robert Y. Bridges, and Lieut. S. W. Cooley), and 
they confirm the statements made in the letter. They allege that the 
only charge against the condemned was that they were guerillas or 
were recruiting within what the Federals called their lines. In most 
of the cases the former was the charge. No notification of proceedings 
against them was ever given by the Federal authorities. In fact, the 
enemy seems to have moved as secretly as possible. I think it very 
doubtful whether General Mulford will be authorized to make any 
answer to my communication. I have taken the liberty of informing 
you of these matters at this time that such steps may be taken as you 
deem proper, either now or after a reasonable time has been given for 
a reply. 

> Srrespeka filly, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


HEADQUARTERS, March 25, 1865. 
Hon. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE, Secretary of War: 


I do not recommend that the paroled prisoners be declared exchanged 


until properly agreed upon by commissioners on both sides. 
Eiehonten 6 ‘ ti R. E. LEE. 


RicHMOND, March 25, 1865. 
Gen. R. E. LEE, 
Headquarters Armies Confederate States of America: 
GENERAL: The communication of L. R. Mason, relating to the treat- 
ment of Colonel Mosby’s men, forwarded by you, has been received. 


*See March 22, p. 421, 
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I am constantly receiving men of that command, both officers and 
privates. I have never been informed by the Federal authorities that 
it is their purpose to treat them differently from other prisoners of war. 
I inquired of the Federal agent whether they stood on the footing of 
prisoners of war and his answer was that he was delivering them from 
time to time. Whenever I have learned that any of Mosby’s command 
were put in close confinement or irons I have protested, and I believe 
that orders have been given for their relief. Those at Fort Warren, as 
far as treatment is concerned, since their arrival there have fared as 
other prisoners of war. The excuse that the enemy gave for their being 
carried there with handcuffs was that it was necessary to prevent their 
escape. Some of Mosby’s men are at Fort McHenry and the action I 
have taken as to them is already before you. So long as Mosby’s men 
are not put in close confinement or in irons or subjected to other 
unusual punishment I cannot complain that they are not all sent home 
for exchange. 

Ihave been endeavoring for more than a year to persuade the Fed- 
eral authorities tu deliver prisoners according to the date of their cap- 
ture, the oldest to have precedence. General Grant has now ordered 
this rule to be observed, and it would be unfortunate for us to say or do 
anything which would in any manner operate against that just rule. 
Those of Mosby’s men who are now in prison are not our oldest prison- 
ers, and if treated by the enemy as prisoners of war should await their 
turn. The writer (Mason) does not complain that Mosby’s men are not 
treated as prisoners of war in Fort Warren, save that he says they are 
told they are not to be exchanged and that their sick were not sent 
off with the other sick. Every command in thearmy can say the latter 
thing. Besides, since that date I have received of Mosby’s command 
both sick and well. 

As far, then, as the Fort Warren prisoners are concerned, the case 
is that before their turn has come for delivery they are informed that 
they will be held for the war. 

I will again call the attention of the Federal authorities to this mat- 
ter, entering more into detail as to facts and demanding from them a 
formal announcement as to their purposes with reference to Mosby’s 
command. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Hachange. 


HENDERSON, N. C., March 25, 1865, 
Hon. ROBERT OULD, 
Commissioner of Exchange, Richmond, Va.: 

Allow me to call your attention to the condition of the remaining 500 
Confederate officers of the 600 that were sent to Morris Island, 8. C. 
and placed under the fire of our own guns in August, 1864. I was one 
of that unfortunate party and know what they have suffered. I am 
sure you will agree with me that their claims are greater, and should 
be considered first by the Government. A large majority have been in 
prison from twenty months to two years, and during their stay in cap- 
tivity have suffered in the last seven months more than they would have 
done in two years in the Northern prisons, and in the name of humanity 
I appeal to you to exchange those that are sick. I left Lieut. Gol. T. L. 
Hargrove, Forty-fourth North Oarolina I nfantry, in very delicate health 
at Fort Pulaski, Ga., and unless he is exchanged soon will fall a victim 
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to death in prison. He was captured on the 26th of J une, 1863, at South 
Anna Bridge, Va., where he made a determined stand against over- 
whelming uumbers. He is a young lawyer of promise and one of the 
most influential men in his county and district, and if you can procure 
for him an exchange you will [do] his parents and friends a favor that 
gratitude cannot repay. Heis aman for the times, and can accomplish 
more good for our cause than any one in this vicinity. Hoping that you 
will favor the colonel with an early exchange, and all those with him, 
I am, colonel, yours, very respectfully, 
SAML, J. PARHAM, 
Captain Company K, Fifty-fourth North Carolina Troops. 


GENERAL ead Hpqrs. Com. GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
No. 1. Richmond, March 25, 1865. 

I. In conformity with paragraph VII, Special Orders, No. 69, dated 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, Richmond, Va., March 24, 
1865, the undersigned enters upon the duties of Commissary-General of 
Prisoners. 

Il. Existing orders, regulations, and instructions will remain in full 
force until abrogated. 

Ill. The following staff officers and their stations are announced: 

1. Capt. R. M. Hooe, assistant adjutant-general, chief of staff, head- 
quarters, Augusta, Ga. 

2. Capt. W. S. Winder, assistant adjutant-general, headquarters, 
Augusta, Ga.; temporarily, Salisbury, N.C. 

3. Capt. R. B. Winder, chief quartermaster, headquarters, Augusta, 
Ga. 

4. Surg. I. H. White, chief surgeon, headquarters, Augusta, Ga. 

5. First Lieut. M. B. Ruggles, aide-de-camp. 

IV. Headquarters are hereby established at Augusta, Ga., and all 
returus, reports, and communications for the Commissary-General of 
Prisoners will be made to the chiefs of the respective staff departments. 

V. Maj. E. Griswold, assistant adjutant-general, is assigned to duty 
at Richmond, Va., as staff officer, to whom the transaction of all local 
business requiring the official action of the Commissary-General of 
Prisoners is under special instructions intrusted. 

DANIEL RUGGLES, 
Commissary- General of Prisoners. 


HEADQUARTERS OC. 8S. MILITARY PRISONS, 
Macon, March 26, 1865. 


The U. S, COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS: 

It is a high Christian duty of Governments to treat prisoners of war 
with kindness and to make them as comfortable as the hardships of 
war will allow. ; 

I propose the adoption of a mutual system of kind treatment to pris- 


oners of war. 

Circumstances beyond the control of my Government prevented 
proper provisions for the great number of prisoners accumulated in its 
bands. This produced exasperation on the part of your Government 
in the treatment of our men. : 

It would be productive of no good result to attempt to discuss the 
question of responsibility. I am persuaded that both Governments 
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would be pleased with a change of practice and the adoption of a 
mutual system of kind treatment of prisoners. With this view I 
address you this communication. 

The principles upon which the armies of the United States conduct 
this war within the territory of the Confederate States—burning its 
dwellings, devastating the country, destroying unharvested crops and 
supplies of every description, with railroads leading to and supplying 
military prisons—make it difficult if not impracticable for the Confed- 
erate Government to treat prisoners of war as it desires todo. Never- 
theless, to effect results so important to the health, comfort, and lives 
of men who may become prisoners of war, I feel it my duty to make 
the effort, and therefore propose for the adoption of the two belligerent 
Governments the following stipulations, viz: 

First. Each Government stipulates to select healthy localities for its 
military prisons, to build comfortable barracks with ample prison 
grounds and hospital accommodations, and to issue to their prisoners 
the same rations, in kind and quantity (to be agreed upon hereafter by 
the Commissary-Generals of Prisoners of the two armies), and to pro- 
vide them with such articles of clothing, blankets, hats, and shoes as 
may be necessary, corresponding as nearly as practicable with the 
uniforms with which each clothes its soldiers in the field. 

Second. That the armies, soldiers, and citizens of both Governments 
shall not molest or in any way interfere with military prisons when 
established and the Governments notified thereof. It must be obvious 
that if this is not agreed to, upon the approach of either army threat- 
ening the safety of the prisoners they will be removed, and all the 
arrangements made for their comfort and health at great expense will 
be lost, and as a consequence the prisoners must suffer. 

Third. That the Confederate Commissary-General of Prisoners be 
allowed (if necessary) to ship cotton to the markets of the United 
States, or other foreign markets, to purchase for Federal prisoners in 
our hands subsistence, clothing, blankets, shoes, hats, hospital and 
medical stores, in quantities sufficient for Federal prisoners, and to 
provide in advance, to be kept in prison depots, such supplies for 
10,000 prisoners. To give this stipulation practical value, these sup- 
plies must not be interfered with while in transitu or in prison depots, 
nor must railroads leading from the ports of entry to the prisons be 
broken up, or the running of cars interfered with while engaged in the 
transportation of such supplies. The Confederate Commissary-General 
must have authority to appoint an agent in the United States to dis- 
pose of the cotton and purchase and ship the supplies. The shipment 
of cotton to the markets of the United States and the export of the 
supplies above specified, and their entry into Southern ports, must be 
free from import and export duties, as they are made for the exclusive 
benefit of Federal prisoners of war. 

Fourth. The Confederate Government stipulates that through its 
Commissary-General of Prisoners it will apply all the supplies pur- 
chased to their wants, and to no other use. 

Without adequate preparation for the reception of the large number 
of prisoners unexpectedly accumulated in the hands of the Confederate 
Government (owing to the suspension of the exchange of prisoners) it 
is probable that, with every effort on its part to provide adequately for 
them, there was suffering. It is equally certain that, without appreci- 
ating the embarrassments thus occasioned my Government, yours, by 
harsh retaliatory measures, has inflicted great suffering upon our men 
in your hands. 
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The events of this war in the future may repeat these sufferings if 
some such system as that now proposed be not adopted. These brave 
men are but doing what they consider their duty to their respective 
Governments, and it is a duty alike to the cause of humanity, to the 
character of both Governments, and to the Great Ruler of Nations, to 
whom both Governments appeal for the rectitude of their actions, to 
put an end to a practice they both condemn. 

If any other plan can be suggested effecting the object sought of 
mutual kind treatment of prisoners of war it will receive the support 
and approval of the Confederate Government. As both Governments 
are how emptying their prisons by exchanges, the present moment is 
favorable for the adoption of the system proposed. 

In the hope, general, that this communication will receive your 
respectful consideration and early attention, 

I am your obedient servant, 
GID. J. PILLOW, 
Brig. Gen. and Commissary-General of Prisoners, 0. 8. Army. 


WASHINGTON City, D. ©., March 27, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. U.S. GRANT, General-in-Chief: 

Sir: I find through General Hoffman, Commissary-General of Pris- 
oners, that we have been delivering many more prisoners of war than 
we have any account of having received, to wit, 24,200 to 16,700. 

I understand from General Hoffman that in all cases the prisoners we 
send are accompanied by proper rolls, duly authenticated, but that 
many parties of prisoners arrived at Annapolis without any rolls what- 
ever, and their number is there ascertained by our own inspections. 
Here, as it appears to me, are two sources of difficulty. The correction 
of one of them is to suspend further deliveries until we receive equiva- 
lents; the other is to require rolls to be delivered with the prisoners, 
and in failure to receive them Judge Ould should be given to understand 
that we must claim the right to appeal to our own inspections in deter- 
mining the number sent from the other side. 

Respectfully submitted by your obedient servant, 

KE, A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General of Volunteers. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., March 27, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 
Commanding U. 8S. Army, City Point, Va.: 
Since the 1st of February 16,700 paroled prisoners of war have 
arrived at Annapolis; 24,200 rebel prisoners of war have been delivered 
through General Mulford. Shall I continue to send them forward? 


letcasiagks W. HOFFMAN 
- N, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


City Point, VA., March 27, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. W. HoFFMAN, Commissary-General of Prisoners: 


I presume a large number of our prisoners are yet to arrive from 
Wilmington, and also from the Mississippi River. You may, however, 
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discontinue the deliveries of rebel prisoners except so fast as the steamer 
New York can bring them. Discharge all other vessels engaged in the 


business. ] 
U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., March 27, 1865. 
Amos PILSBURY, Esq., 
Superintendent Albany Penitentiary, Albany, N. Y.: 

Sir: By authority of the Secretary of War I am directed by the 
Commissary-General of Prisoners to request that Hammond Claude, 
private, Company C, First Maryland Cavalry, now confined at Albany 
penitentiary, and William H. Rodgers, if still in confinement, held under 
the same circumstances with Samuel B. Hearn, Braxton Lyon, and 
John R. H. Embert, who were recently released and forwarded for 
exchange, be transferred to Fort McHenry, Baltimore, Md., and turned 
over to the commanding officer of the post, to be sent with first party 
going from there for exchange. If there are any other prisoners under 
your charge of the class mentioned and held under similar circum- 
stances you are respectfully requested to make special report of their 
cases to this office, giving charges in each case, nature of sentence, 
and by whose order confined. Please report your action in the case of 
Claude and Rogers. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. T. HARTZ, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Tallahassee, March 27, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. E. P. ScAmMoN, 
Commanding Fourth Separate Brigade, Jacksonville, Fla. : 


GENERAL: This will be carried to your outpost by Capt. John C, 
Rutherford, C.S. Army, under flag of truce. He is the bearer of a 
letter from Brigadier-General Pillow, Commissary-General of Prisoners, 
C. S. Army, addressed to the officer commanding Federal Forces, 
Jacksonville.* Captain Rutherford is also charged with the duty of 
paroling and sending within the lines occupied by the U.S. troops for 
exchange the prisoners of war held by the Confederate States and now 
confined within certain States, Georgia and Florida among others. 
This exchange is in accordance with terms agreed on between Lieu- 
tenant-General Grant, commanding Armies of the United States, and 
the proper authorities of the Confederate States. Under existing cir- 
cumstances the prisoners in Georgia and in this State can be delivered 
nee conveniently and comfortably to themselves at Jacksonville than 

obile. 

If you will receive the prisoners and receipt for them as paroled pris- 
oners for exchange I will do all in my power to send them without 
delay to Jacksonville. 

I an, very respectfully, &c., 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


*See Pillow to Commanding Officer, &c., March 24, p. 427. 
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HEADQUARTERS ©. S. MILITARY PRISONS, 

ety Danville, March 27, 1865. 
Brigadier-General RUGGLES, 

Commissary-General of Prisoners, Richmond : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your dispatch 
of the 25th asking what number of Réderal Siena ie fitdey my 
command, to which I replied that there were 583 prisoners here await- 
ing transportation. Since this telegram was sent 180 have arrived. 
Captain Waller, chief quartermaster, informs me that he cannot furnish 
trains, as the Quartermaster-General has ordered him to transport pro- 
visions and hold prisoners here. Should there be any immediate 
necessity for these prisoners to be sent on for exchange, it would be 
incumbent upon you to procure an order from headquarters at Rich- 
mond, as I cannot impress trains at this point. 

Awaiting your orders on this subject, 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ROBERT C. SMITH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 


JACKSON, Miss., March 27, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. R. TAYLOR, Commanding, Meridian: 

GENERAL: Humanity, simply humanity, caused me to commit this 
breach of etiquette. I hope the same feeling will prompt you to forgive. 
The Federal prisoners could not have attention in the hospitals at this 
place; they were dying on the roadside with no food and no one to feed 
them. The Federals offered to send fifteen ambulances and nineteen 
wagons under our guard (feeding horses and men) to relieve the suffer- 
ing of their men. They sent their chief surgeon with me, under parole 
of honor to see nothing and say nothing, this same surgeon having been 
in every raid the Yankees had made and could learn nothing of roads 
or persons that he did not already know. These ambulances, with your 
sanction, are to keep running, not only for their prisoners but ours, 
until the present exchange is over. 

I am, general, your obedient servant, 
N. G. WATTS, 
Colonel and Agent. 


SALISBURY, N. C., March 27, 1865. 
Col. H. Forno: 

CoLONEL: At your request I cheerfully furnish you the following 
statement, to wit: On the afternoon of the 14th of February last I was 
directed by you to see Capt. T. R. Sharp, transportation agent, as. to 
providing cars for the removal of the balance of Federal prisoners 
from Columbia, S.C. I did so, and Captain Sharp informed me that 
the cars would be at the depot and ready for the prisoners in. less than 
one hour from the time he spoke to me. I reported what Captain 
Sharp had said to you, and you directed me to inform Major Griswold 
and to tell him to move the prisoners at once, and I did so. I went 
first to Mr. J. A. Bowen’s (sutler) house, where Major Griswold was 
staying, and not finding Major Griswold there I went to the Asylum 
Prison and found him forming his command. I informed him that you 
had directed me to tell him what Captain Sharp had said, and to move 
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the prisoners accordingly, and he said he knew it already and was 
then preparing to remove the prisoners. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. S. RICHARDSON, 
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., March 28, 1865. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. J. E. MULFORD, 
Agent for Bachange, Fort Monroe, Va.: 

GENERAL: It is reported to this office by officers who conduct pris- 
oners of war to City Point for exchange that they are delivered to the 
enemy without calling their names, and that you decline giving a 
receipt for them according to grades. If these reports are true it will 
be impossible to know what prisoners have been releasd on parole or 
what the aggregate number will be when reduced to privates. I have 
therefore to request that no prisoners may be delivered without calling 
the roll which accompanies them, and that on it a note may be made 
opposite the name of every absent prisoner, showing what has become 
of him. This roll, forwarded immediately to this office, will account 
for all the prisoners, but unless you keep a memorandum of the num- 
ber, according to grades, of each delivery you will not be able at any 
time to arrange an exchange. Please forward immediately all rolls in 
your possession of rebel prisoners delivered on parole. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. 8S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


VARINA, [March] 28, 1865. 
Brigadier-General HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners : 

I am informed by Mr. Ould that there are now at the South, east of 
the Mississippi, about 10,000 men whom he has sent an officer to deliver 
to our authorities at or near Mobile. They hold outside of that num- 
ber in and about Richmond and North Carolina about 2,000, including 
the recent captures before Petersburg. All are to be released at once, 

JNO. E. MULFORD, 
Brevet Brigadier-General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C,, March 28, 1865. 

Maj. Gen. E. R. S. CANBY, 
Comdg. Military Division of West Mississippi, New Orleans, La.: 
GENERAL: I have received from Maj. Gen. E. A. Hitchcock, commis- 
sioner for exchange, a list of Federal officers and men, prisoners of war, 
who were delivered by the enemy on parole at Baton Rouge and who 
have since been exchanged, on the 4th instant, by the delivery of 
equivalents at Mobile, Ala. The list is furnished to General Hitchcock 
by Colonel Dwight, agent tor exchange, Military Division of West Mis- 
sissippi. It is not made on the blanks furnished from this office, nor 
does it give the place or time of capture, nor is any list furnished of 
the equivalents exchanged for whom these prisoners were exchanged. 
In order to keep up the records of this office it is necessary that a com- 
plete history of all prisoners delivered to us on parole by the enemy and 
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of all prisoners captured by us should be furnished and also full lists of 
all prisoners exchanged, both Federal and rebel. The original rolls 
delivered by the enemy with paroled prisoners, which must be the 
guide in effecting exchanges, should be sent to this office. It is desira- 
ble that the blanks provided by this office should be used, because the 
headings suggest the information required, and by using them the 
omission of any item will be less likely to occur. May I request, 
general, that you will give the necessary orders to insure that the 
instructions which have been given in relation to reporting prisoners of 
war may be fully carried out. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. HOFFMAN, 
Bvt. Brig. Gen., U. 8. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


RICHMOND, March 28, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN E. MULFORD, Assistant Agent of Exchange: 

Sir: I have delivered to you all the officers aud crews of vessels 
belonging to the merchant or transport service of the United States, 
including even those who were engaged in private trade. I have also 
delivered all parties who were found on such vessels, whether they were 
supercargoes or passengers. As yet I have received none of the same 
class, of which there are many in your prisons. I respectfully call your 
attention to this fact, that you may adopt speedy measures for the 
delivery of the parties named. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


RicHMOND, March 28, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. JoHN E. MULFORD, Assistant Agent of Exchange: 

Srr: Col. R. J. Breckinridge, a regularly commissioned officer of the 
Confederate service, and who at the time of his capture was acting 
under orders, is confined in the penitentiary at Columbus, Ohio, in a 
cell. He was forwarded from the military prison at Louisville to 
Columbus a short time ago. 

Will you inform me why our officers are treated in this manner, and 
whether it is the intention of your authorities to inflict upon Colonel 
Breckiuridge a felon’s punishment? 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


RIcHMOND, March 28, 1865. 

Brig. Gen. JoHN E. MULFORD, Assistant Agent of Exchange: 

Str: I again call your attention to the case of Col. John H. Winston, 
a Confederate officer, who has been sentenced to ten years’ imprisonment 
at Alton with hard labor and ball and chain. No response has been 
made to the three letters which I have heretofore written in relation to 
his case I hope I am not unreasonable in requesting a reply. He has 
already served out fifteen months of the sentence. If any officer comes 
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within the scope of our agreement he certainly does. Why is he 
excepted? 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


RiIcHMOND, March 28, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. JoHN E. MULFORD, Assistant Agent of Hauchange: 

Srr: Lieutenant Brown, of Kitchen’s regiment of Missouri cavalry, 
while in discharge of his duty under written orders was captured ip 
August, 1863, tried before a military court without any opportunities of 
defense being given, and sentenced to hard labor with ball and chain 
at Alton penitentiary during the war. He has already served out some 
sixteen months of his sentence. I have heretofore called your atten- 
tion to this case without any favorable result. There are other officers 
and soldiers of the Confederate Army undergoing similar punishment. 
I hope it will not be necessary to bring to your notice any of these cases 
again. 

, Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


RICHMOND, March 28, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN E. MULFORD, Assistant Agent of Hachange : 

Sir: The following-named Confederate soldiers are now confined at 
Fort Warren, to wit: Robert H. Caldwell, Sixty-third Georgia, captured 
July 21, 1863; William Gantz (or Gautz), of Spate’s [Spaight’s] battal- 
ion, captured April 10, 1863; Matthew A. Beck, Ninth Florida, captured 
June 3, 1863; John P. Johns, Ninth Florida, captured May 31, 1863; 
John Wilson, Ninth Florida, captured May 31, 1863; Thomas W. Day, 
Ninth Florida, captured May 31, 1863; William D. Archer, Ninth 
Florida, captured April 12, 1863. You perceive that all these soldiers 
have been in captivity for a long time. I understand they are held 
as naval prisoners, though in fact they belong to the Confederate 
Army. It is probable they were captured by the U.S. Navy, and for 
that reason are so held. I will thank you to deliver these men as soon 
as you conveniently can. They are entitled to release on the score of 
their long confinement. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


OFFICE SuPT. AND INSPECTOR OF MILITARY PRISONS, 
Saint Louis, Mo., March 28, 1865. 
Col. J. H. BAKER, 


Provost-Marshal-General, Department of the Missouri: 


Siz: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
March 27, 1865: 

Conduct—good. Oleanliness—very good. Clothing—sufficient. Bed. 
ding—clean. State of quarters—clean. State of mess-houses—satis- 
factory. State of kitchen—old and damp, but clean. Food, quality 
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of—good. Food, quantity of—sufficient. Water—plenty. Sinks-— 
pretty clean. Police of grounds—good. Drainage—good. Police of 
hospital—very good. Attendance of sick—same. Hospital diet—first 
rate. General health of prisoners—improving. Vigilance of guard— 
no complaints. 

Remarks and suggestions.—I have the honor to inclose herewith the 
estimate of the cost for the necessary repairs at Myrtle Street Prison 
mentioned in my special report of March 18. Most of these repairs are 
absolutely necessary, and some ought to be commenced with at once. 
It is a matter of course that all the work that can possibly be done by 
prisoners, as whitewashing and the necessary assistance for the paving, 
will be done by prisoners; and while these repairs are going on I shall 
carefully try to economize wherever it is possible. as well as if it was to 
be paid by myself. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GUST. HEINRICHS, 
Lieut. Col. Forty-first Missouri Infantry and Inspecting Officer. 


{Indorsement. ] 


In forwarding.approved this report of Lieutenant-Colonel Heinrichs 
I desire to state that I consider the repairs estimated for in the inclosed 
paper* very necessary, and respectfully ask that the order be given. 
At the Myrtle Street Prison there have been no repairs or improve- 
ments. It was originally aslave-pen, and a poor place at the best. The 
prison is in the heart of the city, and it is almost certain that if these 
repairs are not made as warm weather approaches there will be much 
sickness. The bunks and the floor are almost entirely worn out, and 
the pavements of the yard have been upheaved by the spring frosts. 
It is greatly hoped that these little jobs will be allowed. If the work 
can be done any lower than the estimate it will be. 
Respectfully referred to the Commissary-General of Prisoners. 
J. H. BAKER, 
Col. Tenth Minn. Infty., Pro. Mar. Gen., Dept. of the Missouri. 


Hpgrs. DIstRICT OF KEY WEST AND TORTUGAS, 
Key West, Fla., March 28, 1865. 


Maj. Gen. SAM. JONES, 
Commanding Confederate Forces, Tallahassee, Fla. : 

Sir: Your proposal for exchange of prisoners, dated March 17, 1865, 
and addressed to ‘the officer commanding U.S. Blockading Squadron 
off Saint Mark’s,” has been by him referred to me. I shall refer this 
proposal to Major-General Canby, at New Orleans, at the earliest 
moment and communicate to you the result. In the meantime I have 
to inquire, first, whether black soldiers of the U. 8S. Army, prisoners of 
war in your hands, have been put to work for the benefit of your Gov- 
ernment and troops, and are now so kept? Second. Whether Strickland 
and another enlisted man of the Second Florida Cavalry, United States, 
have been put to death by your authority after capture, and for what 
cause? Third. Whether Lieutenant Wilson, Ninety-ninth U.S. Col- 
ored Infantry, captured with a small party of his men on the7 th 
instant, has been, with his men, treated as prisoners of war? Itis under 
testimony that Lieutenant Wilson’s life was threatened, and several 


* Omitted. 
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colored soldiers wounded or unable to evade pursuit were murdered in 
cold blood, by the cavalry under your command. I hope for the sake of 
humanity that these questions may be satisfactorily answered. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN NEWTON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
March 28, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN NEWTON, 
Commanding U. 8. Forces, Key West: 

GENERAL: Under an agreement entered into between Lieutenant- 
General Grant, commanding Armies of the United States, and the 
Government of the Confederate States, an exchange of prisoners is now 
going on at various points. There is now in this State an officer of the 
C. S. Army charged with the duty of paroling prisoners of war and 
sending them into the lives occupied by U. S. forces for exchange. A 
portion of the prisoners to be exchanged are in the State of Georgia. 
They can be delivered within your lines off the light-house near Saint 
Mark’s River with far greater comfort and convenience to themselves 
than at Mobile, one of the points of exchange agreed upon. I therefore 
purpose to deliver them to any officer you may designate to receive 
them, provided you will receipt for them as paroled prisoners to be 
exchanged. By assenting to this proposition you will relieve from cap- 
tivity a number of your men much sooner than it can be done other- 
wise. An early and favorable reply to this will relieve your prisoners 
from a long and tedious march. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Indorsement.] 


Hpqrs. DistRIcT OF KEY WEST AND TORTUGAS, 
April 14, 1865. 
The within proposition of Major-General Jones, C. 8. Army, appears 
to me worthy of acceptance. I respectfully ask for instructions. 
JOHN NEWTON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Richmond, Va., March 28, 1865. 
General 8. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General C. 8. Army: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to request information touching the 
limits of jurisdiction of the Commissary-General of Prisoners and the 
commissioner of exchange covering the authority to direct modes of 
confinement, restraint, and imprisonment not usual in the management 
of prisoners of war. 

First. Has the commissioner of exchange the authority in his own 
name to direct the. place and mode of confinement of prisoners of war 
and Be special instructions as to treatment in any or in exceptional 
cases 
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Second. If not, has any other officer than the commanding general 
of an army in the field, under the authority of the Secretary of War, 
any such authority, except the immediate commanders of prisoners 
connected with the enforcement and maintenance of discipline under 
the orders of the Commissary-General of Prisoners and the sanction of 
the Secretary of War? 

ok « DANIEL RUGGLES, 
Brigadier-General, Commissary-General of Prisoners of War. 


HEADQUARTERS, March 28, 1865. 
Hon. J. C. BRECKINRIDGR, Secretary of War: 


Is there any prospect of the exchange of General Edward Johnson? 
R. E. LEE. 


[Indorsement. ] 


_ The enemy are now making deliveries according to date of capture, 
in compliance with what I have been urging for more than a year. If 
this rule is adhered to it will be a tolerably long time before General 
Ed. Johnson is delivered. Ido not think it would be good policy to 
interfere with the rule if we can avoid it. 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Huchange. 


SALISBURY, N. ©., March 28, 1865. 
Col. H. Forno, Commanding Prisoners: 

In obedience to your request I make you a statement of the manner 
in which the Federal prison at Columbia, 8S. C., was conducted. I was 
ordered to report for duty to Maj. E. Griswold by Brigadier-General 
Winder on the 24th day of January, 1865, and was assigned to duty as 
commandant of interior prison. 

On examination I found that the roll was imperfect and that twenty- 
five prisoners were in the prison whose names were not on the book or 
roll, and was endeavoring to obtain a correct roll when the order was 
given to remove the prisoners to Charlotte, N.C. I left Columbia with 
500 Federal officers on the 15th and arrived at Charlotte on the 16th 
of February. I encamped in a field about one mile and a half from 
town, and on account of the inefficiency of the guard fifteen of the offi- 
cers made their escape that night, nine of whom were recaptured. On 
the 17th of February Major Griswold arrived with the remainder of the 
prisoners from Columbia. He (Major Griswold) sent for me about 8 
p.m. He said he was sick and must go to town, and left Mr. J. D. 
Jones with the prisoners in the cars. I advised him to do so, as it was 
quite dark, and to remove them would be allowing them greater oppor- 
tunities to escape, with so small and inefficient a guard. Warly the 
next morning I went to the cars, and I missed quite a number of pris- 
oners whom | had left in Columbia. On inquiry I learned that they 
had made their escape at Columbia the night before Major Griswold 
left by secreting themselves in the roof of the building. I sent to Char- 
lotte to inform Major Griswold that it was necessary for him to be at 
camp, when I received a note from him stating that he was too unwell 
and that I must do my best. I then took the prisoners out and marched 
them to the camp. You arrived at camp about that time and ordered 
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all the guard to go out and leave their baggage with a small guard. 
A number made their escape from camp. Some were afterward cap- 
tured and brought back. On the next day Major Griswold came out 
to camp.and took the command, and said to me that Colonel Forno had 
ordered him out of town and go and stay at camp, which he did during 
the day, but always returned to town at night. . 

A day or two afterward I received an order from Major Griswold to 
have the prisoners ready for shipment. This duty was performed, 
sending as many guards as could be spared with each detachment, and 
left Charlotte with the last 100, accompanied by Capt. S. T. Bayly, 
assistant adjutant-general, but no guard. When about twelve miles 
from Charlotte the engine broke down and I was detained four days. 
Sending off by the passing trains as many officers (Federal) as could 
get on the trains, on the fourth day I arrived with the last who were 
in my charge at Goldsborough. I there found Major Griswold in com- 
mand and [ delivered the prisoners to him, and remained with him, 
subject to his order, until all were sent forward. 

There were no reports made from the prison at Columbia, morning or 
otherwise, during the time I served as commandant of the interior of 
prison, and Major Griswold usually came to the prison about 10 o’clock 
in the forenoon and remained about two hours, and but seldom in the 
afternoon. 

THOS. RK. STEWART, 
Captain Company G, Second Maryland Infantry. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. 0., March 29, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
Commanding U. S. Armies, City Point, Va.: 

Mr. Ould thinks he has 10,000 prisoners to deliver at Mobile and 
2,000 in Richmond and North Carolina. Since the 25th of November, 
1864, when the last declaration of exchange was made, we have 
delivered of all grades 4,000 more prisoners than we have received. 
I respectfully suggest that no more be delivered until the balance is 
made up. 

W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


WASHINGTON, March 29, 1865. 
General HoFFMAN: 

Sir: I have thought since I talked with you that inasmuch as the 
Secretary of War has placed the subject of exchanges under the con- 
trol of Lieutenant-General Grant it would be more proper to request 
an Inspection of the state of exchanges at Fort Monroe by some officer 
designated by General Grant. I request you to make a memorandum 
of the points to which attention should be called, and; connecting it 
with this note, send the papers to General Grant, who will, if he thinks 
it necessary, designate some proper staff or other officer to obtain and 
report the information required. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General of Volunteers. 
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OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. 0., March 29, 1865. 
Hon. SAMUEL GALLOWAY, 
Special Commissioner, Camp Chase, Columbus, Ohio: 


Str: Your report (No. 1898) in the case of Lewis H. Baker, a 
prisoner of war at Camp Chase, recommending his release on taking 
the oath of allegiance, together with your note of February 9, 1865, 
addressed to his brother, in which you instruct him what course to 
take in order to secure favorable action on the report, have been laid 
before the Secretary of War and the discharge is not granted. I am 
directed by the War Department, through Major General Hitchcock, 
to instruct you not to examine or report upon the case of any military 
prisoner which has not been submitted to you for examination by the 
War Department, In any case, you are not expected to take any per- 
sonal interest in the matters brought before you, but simply to report 
the facts for the information of the Secretary of War. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. 8S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRIOT OF FLORIDA, 
FOURTH SEPARATE BRIGADE, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, Fla., March 29, 1865. 


Maj. Gen. SAM. JONES, 
Commanding Confederate Forces in Florida: 

GENERAL: Although I have received no instructions in reference to 
exchanges, I will not hesitate to receive the prisoners whom you propose 
to parole for exchange, and receipt therefor. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. P. SCAMMON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
FouRTH SEPARATE BRIGADE, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, Fla., March 29, 1865. 
Captain BURGER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of the South: 

S1r: I inclose copies of letters received by flag of truce this morning* 
and my reply thereto.+ I trust I have not gone wrong in the reply sent 
to General Jones. 

If the Andersonville prisoners are received here it will be necessary 
to send commissary stores and clothing to this place at once. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. P. SCAMMON, 
Brigadier-General. 
[Indorsement. } 


APRIL 3, 1865. 


Respectfully forwarded to Lieutenant-General Grant and attention 
invited to a copy of my reply to Brigadier-General Scammon, herewith 


inclosed.{ Instructions concerning this matter are requested. 
: . Q. A. GILLMORE, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


*See Pillow to commanding officer, &c., March 24, p. 427, and Jones to Scammon, 


March 27, p. 436. : c 
os t Next, ante. {See April 3, p. 465. 
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CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., March 29, 1865. 
General R. E. LEE: 

GENERAL: Judge Ould replies that the enemy are making deliveries 
according to date of capture in compliance with what he has been 
urging for more than a year. If this rule be adhered to it will bea 
tolerably long time before General Johnson is delivered. He does not 
think it would be good policy to interfere with the rule if we can avoid it. 

JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Secretary of War. 


SALISBURY, N.C., March 29, 1865. 
Col. W. H. Haron, Assistant Commissioner of Hachange: 

COLONEL: I forwarded some time ago, according to orders received, 
the funds remaining in my hands belonging to Federal prisoners of war, 
with a statement showing to whom they belonged and the amounts and 
kind of moneys they were due in. These—the funds and the state- 
ment—were forwarded by Capt. T. R. Stewart. I see by a receipt from 
yourself that he failed to deliver the gold. I turned over to him $195.50. 
Be pleased to inform me whether the statement I forwarded remained 
intact and called for $374 in gold, and also what arrangement is pro- 
posed to be made in reference to thedeficiency. Having had these mat- 
ters in charge, and being the one to whom the Federals will look for 
the amounts they left in my hands, I, of course, feel some interest in 
the matter. I was opposed to giving up these funds to any other, and 
especially to an unbonded officer, but was compelled to do so by orders 
from Colonel Forno. 

Please address your reply to the care of Col. J. G. Tucker, First Reg- 
iment Pioneer Corps, General Johnston’s army, Raleigh, N. C. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. S. RICHARDSON, 
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 

March 30, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, City Point: 

General Howell Cobb, of the Confederate Army, desires to deliver to 
me over 5,000 Union prisoners, and I shall receive them on and .after 
the 8th of March | April], unless I get orders on the subject. The papers 
relating to it are sent by mail. 

Your obedient servant, 
Q. A. GILLMORE, 
Major-General. 


City Point, VA., March 30, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. Joan E. MULFORD: 

How many prisoners are you receiving from the North on an average 
daily? Are they coming too fast? Hitchcock and Hoffman represent 
that we have delivered over 4,000 more than we have received. 

T. S. BOWERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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VARINA, VA., March 80, 1865. 
Col. T. 8S. BowErs, Assistant Adjutant-General, City Point, Va.: 
Arrivals of late have been slow; less than 1,600 during the past week. 
Generals Hitchcock and Hoffman do not take into account the balance 
of near 8,000 due the enemy on the Savannah and Charleston delivery, 
which were to be made up here. Deliveries are also being made in the 
South by the enemy, though to what extent I am unaware. 
JNO. EK. MULFORD, 
Brevet Brigadier-General, &e. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ADIT, AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 18. Richmond, Va., March 30, 1865. 
1. Paragraph II, General Orders, No. 6, current series, is hereby 
revoked, and Brig. Gen. Daniel Ruggles, Provisional Army, OC. S., is 
constituted Commissary-General of Prisoners, and will at once enter 
upon his duties as designated in paragraphs I, II, and III, General 
Orders, No. 84, of 1864. 


* ¥ * * * * * 


By order: 
8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


RiIcHMOND, VA., [March] 30, 1865. 
Capt. W. S. WINDER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Salisbury, N. C.: 

Carry out existing orders and confer with commanders of military 
prisons to insure security of prisoners of war under their charge. 
Report by telegram and letter matters of pressing importance. 

DANIEL RUGGLES, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
: Washington, D. 0., March 31, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. U. 8S. GRANT, 
Commanding U. 8. Armies, Oity Point, Va.: 

GENERAL: In the accompanying note* Major-General Hitchcock, 
commissioner for exchange, requests me to bring to your notice certain 
irregularities and neglects that appear to exist in the performance of 
the duties of the assistant agent for exchange at City Point, to which 
I have called the general’s attention, and with a view to remedy this 
defective practice, if it exists, I beg leave to lay the following matter 
before you: It is reported by officers who have conducted prisoners of 
war to City Point that they are delivered to the rebel agent by count, 
and not by calling the roll which is sent with them. The consequence 
is—many having died by the way, escaped, or been left sick in hospi- 
tal—it is impossible to say who of the prisoners have been delivered 
and who have not, and as many are non-commissioned officers it will 
not be practicable to reduce them to their equivalent numbers in 
privates, which is necessary in arranging an exchange. 


*See March 29, p. 444. 
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Duplicate rolls are sent with every party of prisoners forwarded to 
City Point. One of them is to be delivered with the prisoners, with a 
note opposite the name of every man not delivered, and the duplicate 
noted in the same manner is to be forwarded to this office, that every 
prisoner may be accounted for. By the plan pursued by the agent this 
regulation of the War Department is wholly lost sight of. 

It is also reported that the assistant agent declines to give to officers 
who deliver rebel prisoners to him receipts for them according to grades, 
but will give a receipt only for the total number without regard to 
rank. Itisrequired of commanders of these parties that on their return 
to the station to which they belong they shall make to the commanding 
officer a report of their service, accounting for all the prisoners placed 
in their charge and giving the names of all not delivered for exchange. 
By the course pursued by the assistant agent it is not in their power in 
many cases to do more than give the number for which they are respon- 
sible and the total number delivered. 

The rebel agent has delivered on the James River a good many Fed- 
eral prisoners in mass, without rolls or, as far as I am informed, writing 
of any kind. These prisoners are sent to Annapolis, where they are 
distributed to the camp and the hospital, and it is only after much delay 
and trouble that I can get any accurate reports of their names or 
numbers. 

While deliveries are made in this irregular way on both sides it will 
not be possible for the agents to make an exchange based on accurate 
numbers. 

I have had frequent occasion, while the matter of exchanges was 
under the direction of Major-General Butler, and since that time, to refer 
papers in relation to exchanges and other subjects to the assistant agent 
for exchange, and with rare exceptions these papers have never been 
returned to me or replied to. 

My impression is that few books or files are kept in the exchange 
office, and the records are in such a condition that it would be very dif- 
ficult, if not impossible, to recover any paper once laid aside there. I 
would therefore respectfully suggest that an officer be directed to 
inquire into the manner in which the duties are performed and the 
records kept in connection with exchanges, and that where it is found 
necessary such reforms be ordered as the good of the service demands. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. 8S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


NASHVILLE, TENN., March 31, 1865—7 p.m. 
Lieut. Gen. U.S. GRANT, City Point: 


On my return from Memphis I find that Col. J. G. Parkhurst my 
provost-marshal-general, has returned without having received any of 
our prisoners from Forrest. [orrest’s excuse was that the prisoners 
were on the way, but the heavy rains had so damaged the railroad that 
he could not get them farther north than West Point, and that he had 
since received orders to send them to Vicksburg and Mobile. Colonel 
Watts was then (the 13th instant) delivering them to the U. § 
authorities. son 

GEO. 11. THOMAS, 
Major-General. 
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RIcHMOND, March 31, 1865. 
General S. CooPER, Adjutant and Inspector General: 


Sir: In pursuance of Special Orders, No. 58, Adjutant and Inspector 
General’s Office, a copy of which is herewith filed, I went to Salisbury, 
N.©., and at that point found the statf of General J. H. Winder, with 
the official records of the military prisons. The occupation by the enemy 
of the point of exchange, near Goldsborough, precluded the possibility 
of my carrying out so much of the order as required me to visit that 
point. The results of my inspection are embodied in the following 
report, which I have the honor to submit: 

Prior to the exchange lately made, at a point on Northeast River, 
south of Goldsborough, there were confined in the military prisons of 
North Carolina and South Carolina, as follows: 


PNOUIBDUNS, ON. ee = ce cnn os cae ee ean ee ree ee Se BOS 5, 149 
BAOTenCeN Ss. © Peter ae. OAR AO MnO? 0ST VISiiln mobo ssi. 7, 187 
Colantiia SG i (all offivers) 2222 he. ae bi fiessiis a. ee at 1, 185 

GMb . aise sae ek ee ah he. Sala ee oss doe sioh oaedt - 35 13, 521 


Number of prisoners delivered by Lieutenant-Colonel Hatch, assistant 
agent of exchange at Northeast River, North Carolina: 


Ig PeEERAETUC. G11G sores Soe moe ne = = ee a Bee ee. Ste SLL, AE at 7, 692 
Wilicers\ 7 J 209GS0- 420 28. 38R ie. okt te nes daa isiery ale et es 992 

CN I Oe ec a hi nc sae se = sade es ae =a9 ose 322 Oy OO4 
Number of prisoners sent to Richmond from Salisbury, N: C....-....-...----- 2, 279 


Number of prisoners, sick and wounded, left at Florence, 8. C., incapable of 
EERHSPOLLAHiON ES. -toa~ eeniiccee ads eakin's blocs le celwacrics “Sldsmee- cece ceitae= ae 


Total deficiency --..--.....--.-.- Bn Ie as» Hl SPIELE LSE (858 


Deducting from this amount 125 died in transit and 30 subsequently 
recaptured, and the net loss is 1,703. One thousand one hundred and 
eighty-five officers were started in two separate detachments and on 
different days from Columbia, 8. C. Of this number 1,003 reached 
Goldsborough, N. C., making a loss between these points of 182 officers, 
Eleven officers escaped at Goldsborough, leaving 992 for delivery. 


@fficerslost im trdnsitel hteet. sty lot ei hee sits ees ee sige sere siowmsenn~stn ony 193 
PRL Wer Os MOStaI Te CE RIDILG en Pe ae a lena onan as oir cl cl sin pints Kee eens scnisinosne 1,510 
Totalwe.: 7222+: DEE SS. UR A TO ES, Ss POS OR 1, 703 


Of the 5,149 Salisbury prisoners, 5,029 were delivered and 20 died on 
the road, leaving a deficit of 100 from this prison. 
‘I'he losses are therefore chargeable thus: 


Salisbury wesiress -o4ce! ask -Bebiacsess cecsn- acy te seemaisep-y-inseiness 100 
(CAUSE eR Oy a Te ee ee ere ee 193 
OLE HC One ete eee eee ese eeepc sc cn cn = ars specce cee Tete rps na sat on =n 1, 410 

Torallosa ete a See aN toe ets. oints ot waheleaid. os dss ls ase 1, 703 


The sick and wounded prisoners from Salisbury were forwarded in 
four detachments on different days to Richmond. The difference in the 
gauge of railroads required transshipments at Greensborough and Dan.. 
ville, productive of some unavoidable confusion. Complaint has been 
made of Lieutenant Snead, in charge of one of these detachments, and of 
the assistant surgeons in charge of the sick. Surgeon White of the prison 
department has been directed to inquire into the complaints alleged 
against the assistant surgeons, and Brigadier-General Johnson, com- 
manding at Salisbury, has been instructed to inquire into the conduct 
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of Lieutenant Snead, and to prefer charges against him if the facts 
bear out the complaints alleged against him. 

Loud complaint has been made in Greensborough, N. C., by the offi- 
cers of the post and prominent citizens of the inefficiency of the officers 
and the looseness of discipline exercised over the prisoners marched 
from Salisbury, N. C. Prisoners were allowed to straggle over the 
country and town, to purchase liquor, and to annoy the citizens. Col. 
John F, Hoke, commanding Fourth Regiment North Carolina State 
Reserves, was in command of the guard forces, and, in view of his 
responsibility, I have preferred charges against him, which I inclose 
with this report for such action as the Department may deem best. 

The inclosed reports of Col. H. Forno, commanding military prisons 
in South Carolina, and specially charged with the removal of prisoners 
from South Carolina, and of Maj. E. Griswold, assistant adjutant-gen- 
eral, commanding military prison, Columbia, are herewith filed. These 
reports show what difficulties were encountered in the removal of 
prisoners by the inefficiency of guards, imperfect transportation, and 
the confusion attending the proximity of the enemy. 

From all the evidence I can gather, whilst making due allowance for 
the difficulties above alluded to, it is apparent that Major Griswold is 
chargeable with inefficiency as an officer. The loss of some prisoners 
during the delay and darkness of the night at the depot at Columbia 
on the 14th of February was unavoidable, but no such excuse is 
admissible for the loss of thirty-eight officers by concealment in the 
prison roof. The fact that a detachment of 500 officers had already 
been sent off made the care and accountability for the reduced num- 
ber so much less onerous. Again, at Charlotte a number made their 
escape—thirty going off in one body with two of the guard. I am 
officially informed by Colonel Forno that at this point he was com- 
pelled to order Major Griswold three times out to his camp, the third 
time under threat of arrest. At Goldsborough, almost at the point of 
delivery, eleven more made their escape. 

Lieut. Col. John F. Iverson, Fourth Georgia, commanded the prison 
at Florence, and superintended the removal of prisoners from that 
point. An order from Lieutenant-General Hardee, received a few days 
before the removal of prisoners, to this officer to rejoin his command, 
has, I presume, prevented this officer from sending in a report. My 
figures have therefore been taken from the prison report of the 31st of 
January, modified by the report of Colonel Forno and the statements 
of other officers. - Possibly the loss from this prison would therefore be 
susceptible of a reduction of 100 or 200. I was officially informed by 
Colonel Forno that a large loss of these prisoners occurred in the evac- 
uation of Wilmington. It was found impossible to drive out before 
the troops numbers of these men, enfeebled by long imprisonment and 
crippled by scurvy and other diseases. This loss of prisoners is greatly 
to be deplored in view of the present exchange of man for man. My 
observation leads me to state that confusion and want of management 
have characterized the removal of prisoners on this occasion, but also 
the management of prisons during the war. The fact that 14,000 vris- 
oners of war died at Andersonville alone, startling and shocking as it 
is, leads one to hope that, as a mere matter of policy, the Government 
will hereafter insist upon and enforce more system in the management 
of the prisons, a better care of the prisoners, and a stricter account- 
ability from those in charge of them. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. LOUIS SMITH, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General. 
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Abstract. _ Charges against Hoke been forwarded to Holmes for trial. 
Death of prisoners result of abuses so fully reported by Colonel Chan- 
dler and other inspectors, and which were submitted in hopes that 
mneasures might be adopted to remove the reproach resting upon us in 
their treatment, and at the same time secure to our own captured 
people the benefits of exchange. Recommend that Major Griswold, now 
@ supernumerary, be dropped, as this report represents him to be of 
little service to the Government. 


[Inclosure No. 2.*] 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 58. j Richmond, Va., March 11, 1865. 
* * * * 


* * * 


XX. Capt. J. Louis Smith, assistant adjutant-general, will proceed 
to Salisbury, N. C., and thence to the points of exchange of the Federal 
prisoners, and examine into and report upon the system and manage- 
ment regulating their march between the prisons and the point of 
delivery, and their exchange on reaching those points. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS. 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Inclosure No. 3.] 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY PRISONS, &O., 
Salisbury, N. C., March 10, 1865. 
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL: 
(Brigadier-General Gardner’s Staff.) 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
removal of the prisoners of war from Columbia and Florence, S. C.: 

The death of Brigadier-General Winder at Florence on the 6th of 
February left me, as senior officer present, responsible for the security 
of the prisoners at Columbia and Florence. The rapid advance of the 
enemy under Sherman made it a matter of urgency to mature arrange- 
ments for their removal. General Winder, after consulting with Gen- 
eral Beauregard, had decided that the safest locality for the prisoners 
would be found in Southwest Georgia, and, being ignorant of the prog- 
ress of negotiations for an exchange, had decided on removing them 
in that direction. Being fully in possession of General Winder’s views, 
I determined to carry out his intentions, and on the 11th of February 
I telegraphed H. M. Drane, esq., railroad superintendent at Wilming- 
ton, to be prepared to furnish transportation for 5,000 prisoners from 
Florence to Columbia. Difficulty as to guarding them en route with 
the force at my disposal was the next consideration, and I at once com- 
municated with General Bragg, at Wilmington, and Lieutenant-General 
Hardee, at Charleston, on the subject. Neither, however, could afford 
me any assistance. Pending their answers I called on Governor 
Magrath, of South Carolina, to ascertain what aid he could furnish me 
from the reserves of his State. Governor Magrath was unable to give 
me any troops and referred me to Brigadier-General Chesnut, com- 
manding South Carolina Reserves, who informed me that his forces 
were so scattered that he could not furnish me with any aid. Gen- 
eral Garlington, adjutant-general of South Carolina, however, placed 


*Inclosure No. 1 (charges against Hoke) not found, 
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at my disposal the Cadet Battalion of Columbia and a company of 
provost guards from that city to do duty at the prison there, stipulat- 
ing that they should not go out of the State. This released the South 
Carolina Reserves, who had been on duty guarding the officers’ prison 
at Columbia, and rendered the contemplated movement feasible. Prog- 
ress was, however, temporarily arrested by the receipt of the following 
telegram: 
SALISBURY, February 12, 1864. 

COMMANDING OFFICER OF PRISON, Columbia, S. C.: 


In addition to his present command General B. T. Johnson has been assigned to 
command prisons in South Carolina. He directs you immediately report the num- 


ber and condition of your prisoners. Report by telegraph. 
G. W. BOOTH, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


I at once replied to this dispatch as follows: 


CotumBiA, 8. C., February 12, 1865. 
Capt. G. W. Booru, Assistant Adjutant-General, Salisbury: 


There are nearly 1,200 officers here and 7,000 enlisted men at Florence. Am 
endeavoring to move those at Florence to this place. 
H. FORNO, 


Colonel, Commanding. 


At a later hour of the same day, considering the importance of 
immediate action, I telegraphed General B. T. Johnson that— 

General Beauregard advises instant removal of prisoners from Florence and 
Columbia to Southwest Georgia. Telegraph your orders. 

Failing to receive any answer to the foregoing dispatch, I telegraphed 
General Johnson at 10 a. m. of the 13th: 


I am awaiting orders for removal. The case is urgent. 
And again at 11.30 a. m., same day: 


General Beauregard strongly disapproves sending prisoners to Wilmington, and 
urges their instant removal both from Florence and Columbia to Southwest Georgia 
via Abbeville. I am preparing to act at once; only await General Johnson’s orders. 
There is no time to be lost. 


At midday I received this dispatch from General Bradley T. Johnson: 


General Gardner telegraphs me that you have been placed in command of all the 
prisons of South Carolina, You will therefore do as you think best. 

And an hour later the following telegram from General W. M. 
Gardner: 
RICHMOND, Febr l : 
Col. H. Forno: Baty int Rost Bes 


You have been ordered to remove prisoners immediately from Florence. Raleigh 
and Salisbury are suggested. Report what action. Call on General Holmes for 
guards and subsistence. 


A little later I received another dispatch from General Gardner 
embodying fuller instructions and suggesting Raleigh and Charlotte as 
eligible points to which to move prisoners. Acting on these instruc- 
tions I at once telegraphed the commanding officer at Charlotte— 


to provide suitable place and subsistence for 1,200 Federal officers who will be 
sent to Charlotte. 


And to Lieutenant-General Holmes at Raleigh: 


Am ordered by the War Department to move 7,000 prisoners from Florence to 
Rae oun woth cyihiah puakie and subsistence? Have also to move 1,200 officers 

om Columbia to arlotte. ave guard enough to move th i 
subsistence and guard at Charlotte, ‘ eager a 
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T also dispatched an officer to Charlotte by the first train to select a 
suitable locality for an officers’ prison. In the evening Col. William J. 
Hoke, commanding post at Charlotte, telegraphed me: 


Sufficient guard must accompany Federal officers to guard them after they get 
here, as there are but sixty men here. No shelter can be furnished. 


And Lieutenant-General Holmes dispatched me: 


I have no soldiers here and can furnish no guards. Greensborough would be a 
better position for prisoners. Can feed the prisoners with bread ; no meat or 
molasses. 

Being still unadvised of the probability of an early exchange, and 
feeling strongly impressed by General Beauregard’s views as to the 
superior advantages presented by Southwest Georgia as to both 
security and subsistence, and the impolicy of adding so greatly to the 
already heavy demands for subsistence pressing on North Carolina, I 
telegraphed to General Gardner: 

General ce advises to move prisoners to Southwest Georgia. Will not 
subsistence be difficult in North Carolina? Answer by telegraph. 

My instructions having only suggested certain points in North 
Carolina for the reception of the prisoners, and leaving me invested 
with discretionary powers as to the point for their location, and further 
anticipating that the objections to North Carolina mentioned in my 
telegram to General Gardner would decide the Department to prefer 
Southwest Georgia, I dispatched an officer to Alston to make the 
necessary preparations for removing the Florence prisoners via that 
place and Abbeville. Every necessary preliminary was promptly 
arranged, but the rapid changes occurring in the situation rendered 
the whole plan nugatory. <A telegram dated Florence, February 15, 
from Lieutenant-Colonel Iverson, commanding prison, stated that 
General Clayton telegraphed from Kingsville “that no trains could 
pass there after to-day.” This at once put an end to the idea of mov- 
ing the Florence prisoners to Georgia and necessitated their prompt 
removal to North Carolina. I therefore directed Lieutenant-Colonel 
Iverson by telegraph to commence their removal via Wilmington to 
Raleigh and notified General Holmes at Raleigh of the steps taken. 

The officers at Columbia were removed to Charlotte, part on the 
night of the 14th and the remainder on the night of the 15th. The 
pressure on the railroad for transportation was so great that no train 
could be obtained for this purpose until 8 p. m. on the 14th. 

The night was intensely dark and the guard force altogether inad- 
equate. The prisoners had to be marched some distance through 
streets crowded with refugees fleeing from Columbia, and in the dark- 
ness and confusion a considerable number succeeded in escaping— 
from the best data I can obtain I should estimate about fifty. No more 
transportation could be had until 11 p. m. on the 15th, when the 
remainder of the prisoners were shipped. I have since ascertained 
that a number again succeeded in effecting their escape by burrowing 
in tunnels they had dug in the prison camp and hiding in the roofs of 
the barracks and hospital, remaining there until after our evacuation 
of Columbia, That the loss of these prisoners could have been alto- 
gether avoided I am not prepared, considering the darkness, ineffi- 
ciency of guards, and general confusion prevailing, to assert; but still 
I think that sufficient diligence was not exercised by the commanding 
officer of the prison, or the escapes could not have reached, as they 
did, to so large a number as 144, which is the number unaccounted for. 
Of the first detachment of 515 shipped to Charlotte but 509 reached 
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that point. Fifteen escaped from the train, of whom nine were recap- 
tured. No suitable place for the prisoners could be obtained at Char- 
lotte, and I was compelled to camp them in an open field near the 
town, surrounding them with a guard, which gave at best but poor 
security for their detention; but, considering the extreme inefficiency 
of the troops on duty—raw reserves—was perhaps as futile an attempt 
at imprisonment as could be devised. Two of the guard deserted from 
post and took with them thirty of the prisoners. I therefore determined 
to lose no time in removing them to some point where some more effec- 
tual measures for their retention might be practicable, and on the L9th 
of February commenced the removal of these prisoners to Greensbor- 
ough. After beginning the removal I received instructions from General 
Gardner to send Federal officers to Wilmington, making duplicate lists 
of and paroling them. In obedience to this order I, after some unavoid- 
able delays in transportation, carried 1,003 Federal officers to Golds- 
borough, where they were paroled and thence forwarded to Colonel 
Hatch, assistant agent of exchange, at Magnolia. Of this number 
thirteen, after being paroled, straggled from the trains between Golds- 
borough and Magnolia. Nine hundred and ninety were delivered to 
Colonel Hatch. 

Acting on the instructions I sent him on the 15th, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Iverson moved all the able-bodied prisoners at Florence to Cheraw, 
and thence marched them to the North Carolina Railroad, on which 
they were transported to Goldsborough, at which place they were 
paroled and forwarded to Colonel Hatch at Magnolia. Of those who 
arrived at Goldsborough some 700 were sick. These men, under a 
literal compliance with my instructions, I should have had to send to 
Richmond, but in view of the difficulty of transporting them there, 
and the great increase of suffering to the prisoners this course would 
have entailed, I decided to assume the responsibility of sending them 
to Colonel Hatch at Magnolia for exchange. I forwarded to him in all 
about 6,000 enlisted men from the Florence prisoners. I use the 
expression ‘‘about,” as these prisoners were so mixed with others 
arriving from Salisbury that it was impossible to ascertain the exact 
number. 

Every possible care was exercised in carrying out the operations I 
have detailed, but much confusion has resulted from various causes 
beyond my control, among which may be mentioned the enormous press 
of business on a single line of railroad, resulting from the evacuation of 
Columbia and movements of troops, and, above all, from the extreme 
inefficiency of the troops used as guards—reserves without discipline 
or instruction, and utterly unsuitable for an operation in which the 
vigilance of well-disciplined troops would have been severely taxed 
to prevent escapes. 

For details of the removal of the officers from Columbia to Charlotte 
I refer to the accompanying report of Maj. E. Griswold, commanding 
officer of the prison at Columbia. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. FORNO, 
Colonel, Provisional Army, C. 8. 
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{Inclosure No. 4.] 


List of prisoners sent from this post on exchange. 
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Major, Commanding. 
[Inclosure No. 5.] 


GREENSBOROUGH, February 24, 1865. 
Col. H. Forno, Commanding Prisons, dc.: 

COLONEL: By your direction I make the following report of the 
removal of prisoners (Federal officers) from Columbia, 8. C.: 

For some time (say weeks) previous to the evacuation I had 
been in consultation with General Winder, urging their removal to 
Southwest Georgia or Alabama, and the general had sent me for 
consultation to see General Beauregard at Charleston, who urged their 
removal, and had sent me also to Richmond with dispatches asking 
urgently for decisive orders where to remove them. No orders came 
up to the time General Winder went to Florence, where he died; but I 
took the responsibility in his absence to call on the post commissary 
and asked him to be prepared with cooked rations to remove 1,400 men, 
prisoners and guard, at any moment. 

Very soon after you assumed command, and the moment you received 
orders to remove them to Charlotte, I received orders from you to move 
them off in two detachments by railroad, and I know that you had 
positive assurance that the trains should be in readiness—one at 6 
o'clock a. m. of the 14th of February and one at 6 or 7 o’clock p. m. of 
the same day; but it was not until I had gone personally several times 
to the superintendent of the road, Mr. Anderson, and to the trans- 
portation quartermaster, Captain Sharp, that I could get a train, and 
then had not quite half an hour’s notice to get my prisoners to the 
depot. 

At 8 o’clock p. m. of the 14th I sent off the first detachment of 500 
men under charge of Capt. T. R. Stewart, and ordered him to report 
to the commandant of the post at Charlotte for rations and quarters. 
You had previously, however, sent an officer to Charlotte to select a 
site to keep them. When the first detachment went off I was notified 
by the transportation quartermaster (after urgently inquiring and ask- 
ing timely notice) that a train would be ready for the balance of the 
prisoners at 6 o’clock p. m. of the same day—the 14th. My prisoners 
were promptly at the depot at 6 o’clock. It was an intensely dark 
evening and raining in torrents—the depot and the roads thronging 
with fleeing fugitives and wagons of baggage and freight. 

It was so dark that the guards could not see the prisoners at a dis- 
tance of three feet, and the guard at best was most inefficient, being 
composed of raw, undisciplined reserves. I waited a full hour with my 
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command in this confusion, darkness, and rain for the transportation, 
when I was informed that no train could be furnished until 6 o’clock 
the next morning. On this occasion we must have lost from fifty to 
sixty prisoners. It could not be prevented. My officers with myself 
went up and down the line constantly, but no guard, especially such as 
I had, could have prevented escapes on such an occasion and in such 
darkness. I regard the fact of being assured of transportation under 
the circumstances and failing to get it as most unwarrantable misin- 
formation and recklessness. ¢ 

I moved my prisoners back to their quarters and refused to bring 
them out again upon information of a train until the train I was to use 
was actually pointed out to me and put inmy charge. At 110’clock on 
the 15th I got the balance of the prisoners upon the train and moved 
off. When within a mile of Winnsborough, at about 12 o’clock, we 
came into a drove of Government cattle, which had been left by the 
agent or persons in charge to roam and sleep on the railroad, the 
drivers having gone off to rest. The engine ran over and killed three 
cows and was thrown off the track and rendered utterly useless. We 
had to remain here until a new track was made around the wreck, and 
at about 2 o’clock the 16th we reached Winnsborough, there being then 
some five or six trains behind us. At Winnsborough the president of 
the road showed me a telegram from the road transportation agent, 
saying it was understood a raid was then on its way to Winnsborough. 
He also suggested that it would be well for my train to go off on a side 
track to allow lighter trains to pass. To this I utterly objected, stating 
politely and firmly that having. a guard I must take possession of the 
road to get off these prisoners. Upon a representation of danger to 
the country if these prisoners were not got off the president gave me 
the road. We arrived at Charlotte that night, the 15th [16th], and 
went into camp, a most inadequate and unsafe place to keep them, being 
an old field, and with a small guard utterly worthless, so much so that 
notwithstanding every diligence and personal orders and urgency upon 
each relief as it went on guard, a sergeant and three men of the guard 
were bribed and went off in one night with thirty prisoners, and nightly 
they were escaping. I could not keep my own guard in quarters, not 
having men enough for a camp guard, and I could pot punish one-half 
who deserved, because they were so few that they were doing double 
duty. All this being promptly reported to you, and your own obser- 
vation and the complaints of the people of the country convincing you 
of the danger of the position we were in and the fatality of trying to 
keep them where they were, I received orders from you to parole them 
all and bring them to this point, which was done. 

In connection with this report allow me to report the representations 
I had the honor to make to you in regard to the money belonging to the 
prisoners. I had made every effort, upon the complaints of the pris- 
eners that they had at the several prisons they had occupied been 
deprived of and delayed in the use of their own money, to get all their 
money together in the hands of the quartermaster, Captain Richardson, 
at Columbia, and 1 had so far succeeded, but they were perfectly satis- 
fied of the diligence and good faith of the Government. Now that they 
are paroled and about to be exchanged, they ask for this money, con- 
sisting of U.S. money, gold, bills of exchange, &c., which they were 
only allowed to draw, as prisoners, as they needed in clothes and pro- 
visions. They ask for this money, it is theirs, and they ought to have 
it, but the quartermaster who has it in charge is absent with the money 
notwithstanding your positive orders to accompany or follow us with 
the wagon train. It will be a crying shame upon the management of 
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the prisons, the prison department, and the Government if they are 
compelled to leave without it, many of them in want of clothing, &c. 
_ I know, colonel, that this state of things in regard to their money is 
in positive violation of your orders, and I am satisfied from the frequent 
and timely reports I have made you on the subject you will hold me 
blameless. 
I am, very respectfully and truly, your obedient servant, 
E. GRISWOLD, 
Major, Commanding Federal Officers. 


OFFICE CONFEDERATE STATES MILITARY PRISONS, 
Richmond, Va., March 31, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. DANIEL RUGGLES, Commissdry-General of Prisoners: 
(Through Major Carrington, provost-marshal.) 

GENERAL: In reply to your inquiries in reference to Federal money 
received from prisoners, I have the honor to state that all such moneys 
taken under orders from headquarters have been turned over from time 
to time to Captain Morfit, assistant quartermaster. I hold the captain’s 
receipts for same. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. P. TURNER, 
Major, de. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Richmond, Va., March 31, 1865. 
General 8. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General O. S. Army: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to state that no regular settlement, 
adjudication, or returns exist, so far as 1 am at present informed, cov- 
ering the whole question of moneys, valuables, &c., taken from Federal 
prisoners of war, and that there is now a large accumulation of them in 
Richmond, Va., in the keeping of certain depositaries, covering a period 
of nearly two years. 

I respectfully recommend that a board of three officers, specially 
selected, be ordered to report carefully on the whole subject, specifying 
amount of money and articles of value accumulated, from whom taken, 
with a recommendation as to an equitable disposition of them. This 
seems important in connection with the introduction of « rigid system 
of official accountability in that branch of the service. 

I respectfully suggest T. G. Peyton, in Adjutant-General’s Depart- 
ment, be one of the officers selected. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DANIEL RUGGLES, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, 


HEADQUARTERS COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Richmond, Va., March 31, 1865. 


The following regulations for the government of the ©. S. military 
prisons are published for information and observance: , 

I. The commanding officer of each military prison, camp, or station 
will be held responsible for the good order and military discipline of 
his command, and the security of all prisoners committed to his charge. 
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II. The names, rank, and corps of prisoners of war, on arrival at a 
prison camp or station, will be verified by a critical comparison with 
rolls sent with them, and all errors noted and, if practicable, corrected 
under the direction or supervision of the commanding officer. Pris- 
overs delivered without rolls will be immediately taken up by name, 
from their own statements, and held like other prisoners, in conformity 
with articles 80, 81, and 82, of the Articles of War. In all cases where 
negro prisoners of war are delivered a separate roll, specifying the 
military organization to which they belong, will be kept with them. — 

III. Prisoners on arriving at a military prison, camp, or station will 
be immediately required to give up all arms, military equipments, and 
munitions of war of every description, which will without delay be 
turned over to the Ordnance Department. At military prisons and 
other places of reception of prisoners a bonded staff officer, if practi- 
cable, will be designated by the commanding officer to take charge of, 
on his official responsibility, all Federal money and other valuables 
found in the possession of the prisoners, receipting for the same, and 
keeping an exact record of the amount and kind of money, or of the 
articles thus taken, specifying carefully the time, place at which, 
name, rank, and corps of the prisoner from whom taken. The staff 
officer charged with this duty will make semi-monthly returns in dupli- 
cate of all moneys and articles thus taken, through his commanding 
officer, to the chief quartermaster at these headquarters. When pris- 
oners are transferred from one prison to another all property belong- 
ing to them will be transferred with them, and if necessary under the 
charge of a special messenger, and when released or exchanged their 
money or valuables will, on presentation of the receipts held by them, 
be returned tothem. Commanding officers will be held responsible for 
the careful execution of this duty. ‘ 

1V. When prisoners of war are paroled for exchange parole-rolls in 
duplicate, signed by each prisoner and certified by the commanding 
officer, will be made. One for the Confederate commissioner, one for 
the Federal commissioner of exchange, and an abstract report will be 
sent to the Commissary-General of Prisoners. When prisonersof war 
are transferred from one military prison to another an accurate roll, 
containing full information carefully stated, will be sent with them and 
a copy forwarded to these headquarters. The officer in charge of pris- 
oners thus transferred will take receipts for those delivered and report 
in writing the execution of his orders, accounting by name for any 
prisoners not delivered to the commander under whose orders he shall 
have been serving, who will forward it with remarks to these head- 
quarters. 

DANIEL RUGGLES, 
Commissary-General Prisoners of War. 


RICHMOND, March 31, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. J. D. IMBoDEN, Augusta, Ga. : 


Str: Your consolidated return for January, 1865, and note of March 
6 to General Cooper have been referred to me by the Secretary of War. 
In one column you return 192 at Andersonville and 48 at Cahaba 
as having been “paroled, released, and exchanged.” Noroll represent- 
Ing any such operation has ever been presented to me, and I do not see 
how we can get any credit for it unless that is done. I will thank you 
to send me a list (a duplicate would be preferable) showing the names 
of the prisoners, the commands to which they belonged, when and 
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where captured, and especially when and where ¢ paroled, released, or 
exchanged.” 

I have already telegraphed you about Captain Rutherford. I hope 
deliveries have been made somewhere before this. I hope still more 
that the matter has not been involved in either such confusion or 
irregularity as will prevent our claim to a full and accurate count. 
Grant is for the whole delivery at Mobile, with a stipulation that if the 
prisoners were captured en route they would count as if they had been 
delivered at Mobile. I am not entirely certain that the Federal authori- 
ties will countenance a delivery elsewhere. The agreement at least 
should be precise and full. 

I cannot at this point conceive why Generals Taylor and Maury, with 
this understanding with General Grant, refused to allow the delivery 
at Mobile. Perhaps there may have been valid reasons, however. Let 
me hear from you as soon as possible. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE, Shreveport, La., March 31, 1865. 


Col. Ie. SZYMANSKI, 
Agent of Exchange, Trans-Mississippi Department: 

Sir: Learning that the C. S. prisoners have left Johnson’s Island, I 
have the honor to request that you sell the fifty bales of cotton, placed 
in your custody for the benefit of Louisiana prisoners of war, in New 
Orleans for Federal currency, and retain in your hands the proceeds of 
the sales until you can ascertain where the Louisiana prisoners are now 
stationed and how the donation can be transmitted to them. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
HENRY W. ALLEN, 
Governor of Louisiana. 


Consolidated return for OC. S. military prison, Camp Sumter, Anderson- 
ville, Ga., for the month of March, 1865. 


Prisoners on hand on the ist day of March, 1865: 
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H. WIRZ, 
Captain, Commanding Prison. 


Capt. W. S. WINDER, ; : 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Salisbury, N. C. 
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[Marcu —, 1865.] 


Statement of exchanges of prisoners of war (in equivalents to privates) 
in the Military Division of West Mississippi since January 1, 1864. 


December 25, 1863, received on parole at New Iberia, La., under cartel of Decem- 

ber 12, 1863, between Major-Generals Franklin, U.S. Army, and Taylor, C.S. 

Army—declared exchanged by General Orders, No. 55, headquarters Depart- 

ment of the Gulf, May 1, 1964 . 5-2 -ccenrn- cei gtewse vache osems --saeamate tank eOwe 
June 17, 1864, received on parole at Red River Landing, La., under special 

agreement of May 31, 1864, between Major-Generals Banks, U. 8. Army, and 

Taylor, C. S. Army, our wounded of the Red River Campaign—declared 

exchanged by General Orders, No. 107, headquarters Department of the 

Gulf, and paragraph 1, General Orders, No. 5, headquarters Military Divis- 

ion of West Mississippi, January 8, 1865.....-....--..-------+----2---+---- 531 
July 22, 1864, received at Red River Landing, La., under cartel of January 4, 

1864 (as extended by subsequent correspondence)—declared exchanged by 

General Orders, No. 101, headquarters Department of the Gulf, July 25, 1864. 1, 361 
Angust 22, 1864, received at Baton Rouge, La., under agreement of August 

17, 1864, between Major-General Herron, U. S. Army, and Major-General 

Maury, C. S. Army—declared exchanged by Special Orders, No. 113, head- 

quarters Military Division of West Mississippi, August 30, 1864........-.--. 125 
October 23, 1864, received at Red River Landing, La., under cartel of July 

28, 1864—declared exchanged by Special Orders, No. 171, headquarters Mili- 

tary Division of West Mississippi, October 28, 1864........---..----..----- 903 
December 12, 1864, received at Galveston, Tex., under agreement of August 23, 

1864—-declared exchanged by paragraph 2, General Orders, No. 5, headquar- 


ters Military Division of West Mississippi, January 8, 1865..........-..-.. 417 
December 19, 1864, received at Galveston, Tex., as above—declared exchanged 
DY BAIN: OLGCY enact Foss. |e ae ce we Cee set lnc nese Ue alee - eee eee 169 


December 31, 1864, received at Baton Rouge, La., under special agreement 
of that date—exchanged for by deliveries of equivalents at Mobile Bay 
March 4, 1865......-- Peja nisOn pte Ase Sense Care eric iOS cab ees 59 
February 26, 1865, received at Red River Landing, La., under cartel of July 
28, 1864, army prisoners (of whom an equivalent for 938 were declared ex- 
changed by General Orders, No. 25, headquarters Military Division of West 
Mississippi, February -28,,1865)/- oc sb. dea sobs ove e ovesqeesemenseee eee 1, 408 
February 26, 1865, received at Red River Landing, La., under agreement of 
August 23, 1864, naval prisoners exchanged for by delivery of equivalents 
for 252 seamen or privates at Mobile Bay March 4, 1865, the remainder to be 


exchanged for by delivery of Admiral Buchanan, C. S. Navy.............-- 310 
Notalreceived seve - =<, a5 22a. Seta es ee See | Bee eet era seen ee cle 5, 844 
=— 
April 20, 1864, delivered at Grand Ecore, La., in exchange for paroled men of 
December 25186320. 222 Soc so eetee Se eeeah sa sacle cm eee races ee ee ee 532 
July 22, 1864, delivered at Red River Landing, La., in exchange for pris- 
oners: received of;same: date . 2. f2. -ae<-son,ocewemsccuc ce epee aefteee 1, 361 
Of prisoners paroled June 17...-....--...-...----- BESS SONGS A ORE "110 
Balance of prisoners paroled December 25, 1863............--..---- 29 
August 22, 1864, delivered at Baton Rouge, La., in exchange for prisoners ad 
received §4me date. .- oo... tens coeciscen = pea ee eee eee eee eee 121 
October 23, 1864, delivered at Red River Landing, La., in exchange for prisoners 
TOCeIVEd GAMO: date oo. oo cee mec ese arses crc eee ee een eae mete 908 
January 6, 1865, delivered at Mobile, Ala., in exchange for prisoners 
received at Galveston December 12 and 19, 1864 ...........2..2-.. 2-2. 586 
Of prisoners paroled June 17,1864. - oo... ecjecese ccc ss Boece Eve nceO 
January 24, 1865, delivered at Fort De Russy, La., paroled to await delivery of se 
equivalents, which were received February 26, 1865 .....................-.- 795 
February 26, 1865, delivered at Red River Landing, La.,in exchange for por- 
tion of army prisoners received same date ............. 22-22 eee eee eee 316 
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HEADQUARTERS MILITARY COMMANDER, 
Louisville, Ky., April 1, 1865. 
Capt. CHARLES B. Pratt, Commanding Military Prison: 

SIR: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week endin g 
April 1, 1865: 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—clean. Clothing—good. Bedding— 
none furnished prisoners. State of quarters—good. State of mess- 
houses—clean and in good condition. State of kitchen—clean. Food, 
quality of—good rations. Food, quantity of—sufficient. Water— 
good. Sinks—clean. Police of grounds—good condition. Drainage— 
good. Police of hospital—good. Attendance of sick—good. Hospital 
diet—good. General health of prisoners—good. Vigilance of guard— 
they do their duty. 

Remarks and suggestions.—I have inspected the military prison and 
find it in very good condition, and the grounds have been policed and 
improved since my lastreport. There are not sufficient guards to insure 
the safe-keeping of the prisoners. Two prisoners escaped on the night 
ot the 29th of March last for the reason that the prison was not sufii- 
ciently guarded. It requires not less than 270 men to do the necessary 
guard duty at this prison and the hospital, and at present there are but 
118 men reported for guard duty. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THEO. ©. SPENCER, 
Lieutenant, Thirtieth Wisconsin Infantry, and Inspecting Officer. 


{Indorsement.]j 


Approved. The report of the commission appointed to investigate 
the facts and circumstances connected with the escape of the two pris- 
oners to which reference is made by the inspecting officer will be for- 
warded as soon asreceived. One of the escaped men was not a prisoner 
ot war, but held for safe-keeping by request of the post commander. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissary-General of Prisoners. 

CHAS. B. PRATT, 
Oaptain and Commissary of Prisoners, Comdg. Military Prison. 


RIcHMOND, VA., April 1, 1865. 
General S. CoopER, Adjutant and Inspector General: 

GENERAL: I see by paragraphs VI and VIII, Special Orders, No. 
50, headquarters C. S. Military Prisons, &c., a copy of which has been 
sent to me by your Department—that Capt. R. B. Winder, assistant 
quartermaster, and Maj. BE. Griswold, assistant adjutant-general, have 
been relieved from further duty in the prison department by Briga- 
dier-General Gardner, commanding, stating that the reduction in the 
number of prisoners rendered their retention unnecessary. 

I require the services of both these officers in my department. Cap- 
tain Winder as chief quartermaster and Major Griswold as the chief 
of staff, in Richmond, as I have announced in general orders before I 
was aware of the fact that they had been relieved, having only received 
the order relieving them a few minutes since. I hope to be allowed to 
retain both. 


Very respectfull our obedient servant 
aetibed ote DANIEL RUGGLES, 


Commissary- General of Prisoners. 
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RICHMOND, April 1, 1865. 
Capt. W. 8S. WINDER, ; 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Hillsborough, N. C.: 
Have announced you on my staff as adjutant-general. Go at once to 
Salisbury and take charge of department until my arrival. 
DANIEL RUGGLES, 
Brigadier-General and Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPT., 
Asst. ADJ1T. AND InsP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, Va., April 1, 1865. 


Extract from report of inspection of the system and management of 
prisoners on the march to be exchanged. 
Date of inspection, March 31, 1865. 


From all the evidence I can gather, whilst making due allowance for the difficul- 
ties above alluded to, it is apparent that Maj. E. Griswold, assistant adjutant- 
general, is charged with inefficiency as an officer. The loss of some prisoners during 
the delay and darkness of the night at the depot at Columbia on the 14th of Feb- 
ruary was unavoidable, but no such excuse is admissible for the loss of thirty-eight 
officers, by concealment in the prison roof. The fact that a detachment of 500 offi- 
cers had already been sent off made the care and accountability for the reduced 
number so much less onerous. Again, at Charlotte a number made their escape— 
thirty going off in a body with twoof the guard. I amofficially informed by Colonel 
Forno that at this point he was compelled to order Major Griswold three times out 
to his camp, the third time under threat of arrest. 


[Indorsement.] 


ASsT. ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
April 1, 1865. 

Respectfully submitted to Honorable Secretary of War. 

This officer is a supernumerary, and, as appears from the report of 
the inspector, totally inefficient and negligent. It is respectfully 
recommended that he be dropped from the rolls as a supernumerary. 

k. H. CHILTON, 
Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General. 


City Pont, VA., April 2, 1865. 
General JoHN E. MULFORD: 
General Grant orders that you make no more deliveries of rebel pris- 
oners whilst the battle now going on lasts.* 
T. S. BOWERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SAINT MARY’s, 


' Point Lookout, Md., April 2, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. JAMES BARNES, 


Commanding District of Saint Mary’s: 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of the 
condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
April 2, 1865: 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—good. Clothing—fair. Bedding—one 
blanket to each man. State of quarters—good. State of mess- 


*See Grant to Bowers, Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part III, p. 449, 
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houses—good. State of kitchen—clean and in good order. Food, 
quality of—good. Food, quantity of—tair, and in accordance with reg- 
ulations. Water-—good. Sinks—clean and in good condition. Police 
of grounds—good. Drainage—fair. Police of hospital—good. Attend- 
ance of sick—good; there are 358 attendants. Hospital diet—good; 
same as that of U. S. General Hospital. General health of prison- 
ers—good. Vigilance of guard—good. 

Remarks and suggestions.—There were received during the week 4,040 
prisoners of war at this station, as follows: 
_ From Fort Monroe, Va., 162; from City Point, Va., 3,043; from Wash- 
ington, D. C., 149; from U.S. General Hospital at this post, 120; from 
New Berne, N. C., 566. Transferred to Washington, D. C., 10 officers. 
Paroled and transferred to Aiken’s Landing, Va., for exchange, 500 pris- 
oners of war. Released upon taking the oath, 4 prisoners. The average 
tate of mortality for the week was 43 per day. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. G. BRADY, 
Major and Provost-Marshal, Inspecting Officer. 


Remarks by commanding officer.—Respectfully forwarded. I have 
nothing of particular importance to add to this report. 
Respectfully referred to the Commissary-General of Prisoners. 
J. BARNES, 
Brigadier-General, District of Saint Mary’s. 


RICHMOND, VA., April 2, 1865. 
Maj. T. P. TURNER, 
Commanding Libby Prison, Richmond, Va. : 
Mason: The Commissary-General of Prisoners orders that you retain 
a small guard, and govern yourself by the movements of the ar_.y, to 
receive such prisoners of war as may be turned over to you. You will 
make requisitions for additional guard as circumstances may require. 
The prisoners will be retained subject to the order of the Commissary- 
General of Prisoners, the general commanding the army, or the com- 
missioner of exchange. You will also retain such surgeons, assistant 
surgeons, prison officers, and attendants as you may deem necessary. 
You will communicate freely with headquarters of this department 
at Danville temporarily. 
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAMUEL T. BAYLY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY PRISONS, 
Salisbury, N. O., April 2, 1865. 

Brig. Gen. D. RUGGLES, Commissary-General of Prisoners: 

GENERAL: I had the honor of addressing you a few days since on 
the subject of locating a new military prison. I now beg leave to call 
your attention to the site recently purchased by the Government at 
Killian’s Mills, eighteen miles from Columbia, S.C. I had been ordered 
to erect a prison at that place; had all the timber cut, trenches dug, 
and ready to begin raising, when the evacuation of Columbia obliged 
me to discontinue work. I am of opinion that the point referred to 
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is the best location for the purpose, being on the line of the Colum- 
bia and Charlotte Railroad, with plenty of wood and water, and the 
inclosure can be put up with 100 hands in ten days after I arrive there. 
I respectfully submit the matter tor your consideration; and as I am 
receiving small lots of prisoners and have no place to keep them but 
the open fields, I deem it my duty to inform you of it. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. FORNO, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


APRIL 3, 1865.—For Special Orders, No. 158, War Department, 
Adjutant-General’s Oftice, directing Bvt. Brig. Gen. William Hoffman 
to proceed to City Point, Va., on business connected with prisoners of 
war, see Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part ITI, p. 513.) 


SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington City, D. C., April 3, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners: 


Siz: In compliance with your verbal request I have the honor to 
inform you that this department was informed of the arrival, and its 
attention called to the condition, of our exchanged prisoners at Wil- 
mington, N. C., by Medical Director Shippen, whose application for 
hospital transports for their conveyance North could not be granted 
without ruinous interference with existing arrangements for the trans- 
portation of sick and wounded of armies in the field. Colonel Cuyler, 
medical inspector, U.S. Army, having been sent to Hilton Head, 8. C., 
on special duty, was immediately instructed to give his personal atten- 
tion to the condition of these prisoners, supplying, as far as possible, 
their wants from the hospital stores sent forward for General Schotield’s 
army. He reports from Morehead City March 27 that he has taken 
measures to send on quartermaster’s transports from Wilmington to 
Fort Monroe about 900 exchanged prisoners, and adds: 

I would order them to New York, but the men are without sufficient clothing and 


we have no means of making the transports sufficiently comfortable for so long a 
journey. 


After visiting Wilmington, Colonel Cuyler reports: 


I found on my arrival the hospitals crowded to the utmost and the patients by no 
means in a comfortable condition. 


Upon two fine transports, bound for Fort Monroe, he placed 500 ex- 
changed prisoners. 


Medical officers and provisions were sent with them and we did all we could under 
the circumstances to make them comfortable while on board. They were very imper- 
fectly clad, and we had no bedding for them, nor could any be obtained. No clothing 
could be procured from the quartermaster, nor could fresh meat be got for them. 
There is a great deal of typhoid fever in the town and hospitals. 


On the 28th Colonel Cuyler reports: 


There were 3,700 sick (exchanged prisoners) at Wilmington when I arrived there: 
1,000 to 1,200 have already been shipped, and I hope in four or five days to have 700 
or 800 more sent away. 


_ By diverting a portion of the hospital supplies and medical officers 
intended for Generals Sherman’s and Schofield’s armies, this depart- 
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ment was fortunately enabled to meet this unexpected demand upon 
its resources and, as far as its own issues could do So, has relieved and 
prevented much suffering. The exchanged prisoners are now arriving 
at Fort Monroe and Annapolis, 100 having been retained in hospitals at 
the former place. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. K. BARNES, 
Surgeon- General. 


VARINA, VA., April 3, 1865. 
Brigadier-General BARNES, Point Lookout: 
You will please detain all Confederate prisoners en route for the South 
until further orders. 
JNO. E. MULFORD, 
Brevet Brigadier-General, &c. 


VARINA, VA., April 3, 1865. 
General MoRRIS, Commanding Middle Department, Baltimore: 

You will please send all large detachments of Confederate prisoners 
en route for the South to Point Lookout, instead of City Point or 
Varina, until further advices. 

JNO. E. MULFORD, 


Brevet Brigadier-General and U. 8. Agent for Exchange. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, 8. 0., April 3, 1865. 


Brig. Gen. E. P. SCcAMMON, 
Comdg. Dist. of Florida, Dept. of the South, Jacksonville, Fla. : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of March 29, transmitting copy of a letter from Maj. Gen. Sam. 
Jones, dated headquarters Military District of Florida, Tallahassee, 
Fla., March 27, 1865, and a copy of a letter from Brig. Gen. Gideon J. 
Pillow, Commissary-General of Prisoners, C. S. Army, dated head- 
quarters ©. S. Military Prisons, Macon, March 24, 1865, requesting you 
to receive certain Union prisoners in their hands. In reply, I take leave 
to say that a recent request from the Confederate authorities in the 
State of Georgia to deliver to us a large number of Union prisoners 
near Savannah has been referred to Lieutenant-General Grant for his 
instructions, which when received must be taken as a guide to your 
action upon the applications made to you in the absence of any specific 
orders on the subject. The letters transmitted by you have been for- 
warded to Lieutenant-General Grant, and you will at once inform the 
Confederate authorities in front of you by flag of truce that until a 
reply is received thereto no prisoners will be received in your district. 
Instructions from General Grant may be looked for by the 19th instant. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Q. A. GILLMORE, 


Major-General, Commanding. 
30 R R—SERIES II, VOL VIII 
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HEADQUARTERS COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Danville, Va., April 3, 1865. 
I. H. WHITE, Chief Surgeon: 

Sir: I am directed by the commanding general to instruct you to 
hold yourself in readiness to accompany him to Augusta, Ga., where 
our headquarters will be established. : 

By order of Daniel Ruggles, Commissary-General of Prisoners: 

SAML. T. BAYLY, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpagrs. TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPT., 
No. 32. } Shreveport, Lu., April 3, 1865. 
All officers and men delivered on parole in this department previous 
to this date are exchanged and will immediately rejoin their commands. 
By command of General E. Kirby Smith: 
S. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., April 4, 1865. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. W. P. RICHARDSON, 
Commanding Camp Chase, Columbus, Ohio: 

GENERAL: From the records of this office it appears that the 
prisoners named on the accompanying roll, who were captured by the 
forces of Major-General Steele in the Department of Arkansas prior 
to July 28, 1864, are still at Camp Chase, and the Commissary-General 
of Prisoners directs that immediately on the receipt of this you will 
please forward all of them, or as many as are present who desire to be 
exchanged, to Cairo, to be delivered to the commanding officer, who 
will be instructed to forward them with other prisoners of the same 
class to New Orleans for exchange. Return the inclosed roll to this 
office with a note opposite the name of each man showing whether he 
has been forwarded, or what disposition has been made of him. It is 
probable that some of these men have already been forwarded for 
exchange, have been discharged, or have died. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. T. HARTZ, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


(Sanie, mutatis mutandis, to Col. B. J. Sweet, Camp Douglas, IIL; 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. A. A. Stevens, Camp Morton, Ind.; Col. J. H. Baker, 
Saint Louis, Mo.; Col. A. J. Johnson, Rock Island Barracks; Col. 
J. H. Kuhn, Alton, lll., Col. C. W. Hill, Johnson’s Island, and Brig. 
Gen. A. Schoepf, Fort Delaware, Del.) 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., April 4, 1865—5 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. A. SCHOEPF, Commanding Fort Delaware, Del.: 
Report by telegram to the commanding officer at Cairo, Ill., without 
unnecessary delay the number of prisoners to be forwarded for ex- 
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change under orders from this office of this date. Order sent by 
to-day’s mail. 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Brevet Brigadier-General, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


(Same to Cols. B. J. Sweet, Camp Douglas; A. A. Stevens, Camp 
Morton; J. H. Kuhn, Alton, Ill; J. H. Baker, Saint Louis, Mo.; A. J. 
Johnson, Rock Island, Ill.; C. W. Hill, Johnson’s Island, Ohio.) 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. 0., April 4, 1865. 
Col. E. T. SPRAGUE, Commanding, Cairo, Iil.: 


COLONEL: By authority of the War Department a number of pris- 
oners of war have been ordered from Western camps and Fort Dela- 
ware to Cairo, from which point they are to be forwarded to New 
Orleans, to be turned over to Col. C. C. Dwight, agent for exchange. 
The following are the names of the stations trom which the prisoners 
will be forwarded. The number to be sent will be reported to you by 
telegram by the commanding officers of the several stations, viz: John- 
son’s Island, Sandusky, Ohio; Camp Douglas, Chicago, Ill.; Camp 
Morton, Indianapolis, Ind.; Camp Chase, Columbus, Ohio; Rock Island, 
Ill.; Alton Military Prison, Alton, Il].; Saint Louis Prison, Missouri; 
Fort Delaware, Del. On the arrival of these prisoners the Commissary- 
General of Prisoners requests you will please place them under a suit- 
able guard, and when [they] are assembled, forward them to the agent 
for exchange at New Orleans. Duplicate rolls will be sent with each 
party, one of which is to be delivered to the rebel officer who receives 
them, and the other, with the officer’s receipt upon it, is to be returned 
to this office by the agent for exchange. Please instruct the officer 
who is placed in charge of the prisoners accordingly. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. T. HARTZ, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND, _ 
April 4, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. R. TAYLOR, 
Commanding Army of Tennessee, C. S. Army: 

GENERAL: I learn from a letter of Major Carlin, Seventy-first Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry (a copy inclosed*), that Captain Hanchett, Sixteenth 
Illinois Volunteers |Cavalry], and acting assistant adjutant-general on 
the staff of Colonel Capron, is being tried by court-martial at Cahaba, 
Ala., on the charge of being a spy. Captain Hanchett is an officer of 
the U. 8S. Army; has never been within the Confederate lines, except 
in the performance of his duties as an officer with troops. Should he 
be convicted and punished as a spy I assure you IJ shall make most 
ample retaliation. 


I eneral, very respectfully 
dealt naek th "GEORGE H. THOMAS, 


Major-General, U. S. Army, Commanding. 


* Not found. 


468 PRISONERS OF WAR AND STATE, ETC. 


OFFICE SPECIAL COMMISSIONER, 
Camp Chase, Columbus, Ohio, April 4, 1865. 


General WILLIAM HOFFMAN: 


Sir: Your letter of the 29th ultimo informing me that Lewis H. Baker, 
whosecase was embraced in my report No. 1898, has not been discharged, 
is before me. It is obvious that the special design of your commuuica- 
tion is to inform me that I am not to report upon the case of any mili- 
tary prisoner unless the same has been specially referred to me by the 
War Department; that I am not expected to take any personal interest 
in matters brought before me, and that my special duty is merely to 
report facts without the conclusions of my judgment. The intimation 
that 1 have exhibited a personal interest is founded, I presume, from 
the tenor of your letter, upon some note or letter written to the brother 
of the said Lewis H. Baker. I have no recollection of having uttered 
any such writing, nor can I recall any knowledge of any correspondence 
with any man of that name. I specially request that you will furnish 
me with the writing, that I may identify it and know that it is the work 
of my pen. The writing shall be returned to you. If this request is 
not consistent with rule or precedent will you be pleased to preserve it 
for my inspection, as it is my purpose to visit Washington during the 
present month. Iam quitecertain that I have no personal interest in 
Lewis H. Baker, or any member of his family, and am conscious of no 
motive why I should have entertained a favorable consideration of him 
or his case. If by personal interest is meant a wish for the release of 
one whom I esteem, after a full and impartial examination, to be meri- 
torious and cordially loyal, or sympathy with the anxieties and efforts 
of relatives who are known or-accredited to be truly loyal, or advice to 
any applicant as to the kind and amount of showing or testimony which 
may be needed to establish the fact of loyalty or innocence of charges 
preferred, I acknowledge that I possessit. If, however, by this phrase 
is meant partiality, prepossession, or prejudice, inconsistent with justice, 
self-respect, respect for the powers that be, or the staunchest loyalty, I 
repudiate the imputation and will afford you an opportunity at my con- 
templated visit of sustaining the expression or insinuation. 

The position which I occupy, at any other than war times, would 
alike be undesirable and intolerable. But for the earnest solicitation 
of the Governor of this State, and the conviction that I could be more 
useful to the country in its calamities in this than in any other capacity, 
I would not have submitted to the sacrifices which I have made of 
comfort and profit in my profession. Notwithstanding the implication 
of your letter that cases have been examined without authority, I am 
not aware that any has been investigated without the request and 
reference of some branch of the War Department, excepting at the 
request of the Governor of West Virginia and the President of the 
United States; and here it is appropriate to state that, but for the 
expressed wishes and earnest encouragement and advice of President 
Lincoln, I would in November last have abandoned the place, notwith- 
standing the conviction that by doing so very many persecuted men, 
victims of rebel oppression, would have their cases unrepresented. It 
is matter of great gratification to me that I have been humbly instru- 
mental, by reporting their condition, in securing the release of hun- 
dreds of truly loyal men, most of whom are now in Ohio in homes and 
occupations (obtained partly by my aid), and are vindicating and 
illustrating the justice and humanity of the Government by their loyal 
and law-abiding conduct. As to the instruction that I am not expected 
to give my judgment in the form of recommendation in any case, I 
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merely remark that more than one year since, after presenting reports 
without any recommendation, I was specially instructed by the judge- 
advocate not to submit any report without the conclusion of my judg. 
ment, until otherwise ordered by the Secretary of War. I shall, whilst 
maintaining this position, respectfully tollow the suggestions of your 
letter.. It will not be expected by the President or Secretary of War, 
or any other person knowing my professional advantages and position, 
that I can serve in the capacity of a mere reporter of the facts and 
conditions of prisoners. My pretensions, although not very exalted, 
range beyond so limited a-sphere. Any justice of the peace can as 
well discharge such duties as myself. With this instruction my mis- 
sion will soon end. But for my promise to the President and a conver- 
sation with the Provost-Marshal-General since the receipt of your let- 
ter I would now forward an absolute resignation. I will be gratified 
at the arrival of the hour when I can, consistently with my feelings of 
humanity and patriotism and my sense of justice, retire from a posi- 
tion which has for me no attractions of pleasure, profit, or distinction. 
I will acquaint the judge-advocate (Major Turner) immediately of my 
views and purposes in the matter. As my official intercourse has been 
specially with this branch of the War Department, it is alike courteous 
and proper that I should do so. 
Respectfully, yours, 
SAML. GALLOWAY. 


N.B.—In connection with the mention of the Governor of West 
Virginia I ought to have stated that I have been authorized to exam- 
ine cases from West Virginia at his request. 

8. G. 


Fort Monroe, VA., April 5, 1865. 
Maj. G. BLAGDEN, 
Asst. to Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. C.: 
Depot for 8,000 prisoners will be established on Craney Island near 
Norfolk.* Send blanks and instructions to commanding officer, care of 
Maj. W. L. James, chief quartermaster, immediately. 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Saint Louis, Mo., April 5, 1865. 
Capt. JosEpH McC. BELL, ’ 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Mil. Div. of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo. : 

Caprarin: I have the honor to submit the following extract from 
report of Brig. Gen. Clinton B. Fisk, commanding District of North 
Missouri, for the information of the major-general commanding the 
Military Division of the Missouri: 

I have made a personal inspection of all the prisons in the district, examined each 
case myself, and turned over to the civil authorities every case not strictly military. 
At Saint Joseph I literally turned the prisons into the grand jury room, with a por- 
tion of the bar of Saint Joseph with them. Over three hundred indictments were 
found at Saint Joseph during the term just ended. 


Vv espectfull our obedient servant 
rei Fo ip ’G. M. DODGE, 


Major-General, Commanding Department. 


*Was not established, See Hoffman to Grant, April 8, and Grant’s reply, April 9, 
pp. 477, 480. 
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[APRIL 5, 1865.—For Wilson to Taylor, proposing to release on parole 
certain prisoners, see Series I, Vol. XLIX, Part II, p. 238.| 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
FourTH SEPARATE BRIGADE, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, Fla., April 5, 1865. 


Maj. Gen. SAM. JONES, 
Commanding Confederate Forces in Florida: 

GENERAL: I have submitted copies of the letters from you and 
General Pillow, concerning the receiving of certain Union prisoners of 
war at Jacksonville, to the major-general commanding Department of 
the South, and in the absence of specific instructions on the subject he 
has forwarded the proposal for the consideration of Lieutenant-General 
Grant. 

Instructions from General Grant may be looked for on the 19th 
instant. Until they are received General Gillmore orders that no 
prisoners be received in this district. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
BE. P. SCAMMON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ! Hpagrs. Miu. Div. oF WEST MISSISSIPPI, 
No. 38. New Orleans, La., April 5, 1865. 

The lieutenant-general commanding the Armies of the United States 
having directed that all rebel prisoners in close confinement or in irons 
be forwarded for special exchange for the same class of Federal pris- 
oners held in the South, and that all citizen prisoners whose homes are 
within the rebel lines against whom there are no serious charges or 
who are not under sentence, and who wish to be exchanged, be deliv- 
ered, on parole, for this purpose as early as practicable, commanding 
officers will forward without delay all such rebel prisoners now held at 
any of the stations within the limits of this command to the provost- 
marshal-general at these headquarters, to be exchanged or paroled 
accordingly. 

A complete history of each case of those held in close confinement 
or in irons will accompany the rolls, and complete rolls will be sent of 
all citizen prisoners who remain in confinement, with the charges under 
which they are held. 

By order of Maj. Gen. E. R. 8S. Canby: 

Cc. H. DYER, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpagrs. C. S. MILITARY PRISONS 
EAST OF MISSISSIPPI RIVER, 
No. 2. Danville, Va., April 5, 1865, 


1, Capt. W. G. Barth, assistant adjutant-general, will proceed with- 
out delay to spect all the prisons and prison camps in this depart- 
ment west of Augusta. He will make a thorough inspection of every 
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department connected with this command at each place, and before 
leaving any place he will transmit a’ full report in writing to these 
headquarters, retaining a copy himself to supply information in case 
of loss of the original. On completing this duty he will return to 
these headquarters.* 

Commandants and other officers will afford Captain Barth every 
facility for carrying out his orders. The quartermaster’s department 
will furnish transportation. 

By order of Brig. Gen. Daniel Ruggles: 

SAML T. BAYLY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAMP SUMTER, 
Andersonville, Ga., April 5, 1865. 
Capt. W. S. WINDER, 
Assistant Adjutent-General, Salisbury, N. C.: 

Captain: Your telegraphic dispatch of the 3d instant was received 
yesterday. I herewith transmit prison reports up to 1st instant.t 
One thousand one hundred and two prisoners were shipped yesterday, 
1,200 will go to-day, and to-morrow the balance will be sent. Less 
than twenty will remain here, being too ill to move. The route agreed 
upon is long, tedious, and expensive. They go to Albany, and thence 
march through Thomasville to Monticello, Fla., a distance of about 
eighty-five miles. I urged the route via Eufaula and Chattahoochee to 
Quincy, Fla., from whence, as at Monticello, they could take the cars 
to Jacksonville, Fla. General Jones, commanding District of Florida, 
objected to that route. The march would only have been twenty miles, 
viz, from Chattahoochee to Quincy. About thirty negroes, Louisiana 
slaves, captured at the battle of Natural Bridge, in Florida, have been 
ordered here by General Pillow as laborers. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. C. GIBBS. 


NEW YORK, April 6, 1865. 


Hon. E. M. STANTON: 
I learn that Senator Foote arrived here last evening in a steamer 
from England. I am looking for him. If I find him what shall be 


done with him? 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington Oity, April 6, 1865. 
General D1x, New York: 
If Mr. Foote is found in New York arrest him, keep him in close cus- 


tod d send him back by first steamer. 
ig i ‘ EDWIN M. STANTON, 


Secretary of War. 


*In another order of this date the same duties are devolved upon Lieut. R. B. 


Thomas, C, S. Army. 
t For return see p, 459. 


472 PRISONERS OF WAR AND STATE, ETC. 


New York Crry, April 6, 1865. 
KB. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 

Mr. Foote called at my headquarters soon after I telegraphed you 
this morning. He is in Ludlow Street Jail. He has written a letter 
which I have sent you by mail. 

J. A. DIX, 
Major- General. 


NEw YorK, April 6, 1865. 


Henry S. Foote has the honor of reporting himself to Maj. Gen. John 
A. Dix as having just returned from the European continent, and 
anxiously desirous of proceeding as early as possible to his own resi- 
dence in Nashville, where he engages to perform, in all respects, the 
duty of a good citizen and supporter of the Federal Union. He asks 
for no amnesty for past offenses, but is willing to suffer all the penalties 
which it may be deemed proper by President Lincoln and his political 
counselors to enforce generally upon that portion of the people of the 
South who have been heretofore engaged in that unhappy war, which 
he cannot but hope is now about coming to a close. To-morrow morn- 
ing H. S. Foote will do himself the honor, if allowed to do so, of for- 
warding a special communication to President Lincoln, tendering his 
own full submission to Federal authority and his earnest desire to atone, 
in part, for past mistakes, by persuading such of his fellow-countrymen 
of the South as inay be accessible to his influence at once to come back 
into the bosom of the Federal Union. 


Hpqrs. DistRIcT OF KEY WEST AND TORTUGAS, 
April 6, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. C. T. CHRISTENSEN, 
Asst, Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Military Division of West Mississippi: 
COLONEL: I have the honor to transmit the following inclosures: 
Copy of letter from General Jones C. S. Army,* to Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Gibson, U.S Navy, proposing exchange of prisoners; copy of 
letter in reply;t copy of letter ot General Newton to General Jones, 
proposing certain interrogatories.{ 1 think it well to have permission 
to exchange prisoners in this district, though I think at the present 
moment we have but very few of their men, owing to my custom of 
sending prisoners of war to New Orleans. Not having a copy of the 
cartel in this office I should be obliged for a few for my guidance. 
I have the honor, &c., 
JOHN NEWTON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS NORTHERN DIVISION OF LOUISIANA, 
Baton Rouge, La., April 6, 1865. 
Col. C. C. DwIGHT, Commissioner of Exchange, Ge. : 
Sir: I have the honor to send to you on steamer Laurel Hill, which 
leaves here to-day, sixteen prisoners of war. Among the number is 


*March 17, 1865, p. 405. t March 18, 1865, p. 411. t March 28, 1865, p. 441. 
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Maj. Frank Clarke, assistant adjutant-general, who was recently cap- 
tured at Clinton, La., and now suffering from bad health, and in conse- 
quence thereof I paroled him while here. He is reported to have 
treated our own prisoners while under his charge with much kindness 
and courtesy. If you can parole him or extend to him any kindness I 
think it will be well deserved. Fifteen of these men claim to have been 
prisoners at Elmira, N. Y.; from there they were sent to City Point 
and paroled by our Government. They, however, have only a state- 
ment to that effect from.the authorities at Richmond. The Confederate 
authorities granted them a furlough during their parole, and while 
attempting to cross the Mississippi River were recaptured by our forces. 
Please inform what action to pursue if such circumstances occur 
hereafter. 
I have the honor to be, colonel, your very obedient servant, 
F. J. HERRON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, Hopagrs. C. 8S. M1Ln1TarRy PRISONS 
East OF MISSISSIPPI RIVER, 
No. 3. ‘Danville, Va., April 6, 1865. 


I. Capt. S. T. Bay ly, assistant adjutant-general, will proceed as early 
as practicable to make an inspection of the prisons and the hospitals 
which are now and have been heretofore attached to the prison depart- 
ment at this place, and will report to these headquarters. Officers of 
department will afford Captain Bayly every facility for carrying out his 
orders, and will produce all books and papers which he may require in 
the discharge of his duty. 

II. Chaplain W. T. Helms, First Tennessee Regiment, is assigned to 
duty temporarily in the military prison and hospital at Danville, Va., 
for the unexpired term of his assignment to duty in the hospital at 


Richmond, Va. 
DANIEL RUGGLES, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpqrs. Com. GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
No.5. Danville, Va., April 6, 1865. 
I. Brig. Gen. Bradley T. Johnson is assigned to the command of 
the prison district embracing Virginia, North Carolina, and South 
Carolina. He will report in person without delay to these headquar- 
ters for special instructions. 
* * * * * * * 
By order of Daniel Ruggles, Commissary-General of Prisoners: 
8. T. BAYLY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) WAR DeEPT., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 57. s Washington, April 7, 1865. 


Declaration of exchange of prisoners of war. 


The following-named officers and enlisted men, Federal prisoners of 
war, are declared duly exchanged, having been delivered, for fall 
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equivalents, at Mobile, Ala., March 4, 1865. They will accordingly 
immediately return to duty.* 
By order of the Secretary of War: 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) WAR DEPT., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
~ No, 62. } Washington, April 7, 1865. 


Concerning declarations of exchange of prisoners. 


Announcements having been made by commanding generals that 
certain prisoners of war were “declared duly exchanged,” to correct a 
misapprehension upon this subject the following is made known as the 
proper course in all cases : 

A declaration of exchange can only properly emauate from the office 
of the Adjutant-General of the Army. Whenever commanders are 
authorized to make exchanges their authority is confined to delivering 
prisoners of war and receiving others as equivalents. They should 
then furnish the Commissary-General of Prisoners with lists of all per- 
sons thus received and delivered, upon which the order declaring the 
exchange will be issued by the Adjutant-General. Such lists should 
be full as to names, rank, place of capture, aud place of delivery. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
FouURTH SEPARATE BRIGADE, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, Fla., April 7, 1865. 
COMMANDING OFFICER CONFEDERATE FORCES IN FLORIDA: 


Sir: I have the honor to return by flag of truce Privates Massey 
and Beckham, Second Florida Cavalry, who were irregularly captured 
pending flag of truce some time in February, 1865. Their arms and 
horses will be restored by next flag. 

I an, sir, very respectiully, &e. 
B. ©. TILGHMAN, 
Colonel. Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Danville, Va., April 7, 1865. 
General S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General C. 8S. Army: 


GENERAL: I ascertained from inquiry that the possession of most 
of the prison buildings .at this place, with one exception, have been 
relinquished, and that the prospect is, so far as I can now estimate 
probabilities, that we shall need as much prison room here as during 
the past period. I therefore respectfully recommend that authority be 
given to resume, as far as is practicable, the occupancy of these prison 


*Names of twenty-one officers and enlisted men here omitted. 
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buildings by this department. The capacity of four of the prison build- 
ings here will not exceed 3,000, which I regard as alow estimate of the 
probable requirement. The utmost capacity of the buildings reserved 
will not exceed 700. There is no hospital accommodation, and in the 
event that the above recommendation be approved I recommend that 
@ hospital building be turned over for the use of the prison department, 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DANIEL RUGGLES, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


HEADQUARTERS COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Danville, Va., April 7, 1865. 
General S. COOPER, Adjutant and Inspector General : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to state that at 8 o’clock this morning I 
received a telegram from Capt. W. 8. Winder, assistant adjutant- 
general at my headquarters, at Salisbury, in the following terms: 

Colonel Forno has over 300 prisoners. Where shall he go with them? This 
prison has been turned over to Ordnance Department. 

An immediate reply being deemed necessary, a dispatch of which the. 
following is a copy— 

The general directs that you retain the prison buildings; place prisoners in them if 
practicable. Their transfer is not approved by him, Will communicate again on 


the subject. 
8. T. BAYLY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


was sent to Brig. Gen. Bradley T. Johnson, at Salisbury. In anticipa- 
tion of personal investigation at that station, I respectfully [request] 
that the possession of those buildings be immediately resumed for 
prison purposes, as there appears to be want of time to make prepara- 
tion for the convenient receipt of prisoners. And that, so far as my 
experience goes, the Ordnance Department, [in] both the architectural 
skill and facilities for this service, {are] in a far greater degree [better] 
than that of the department of Commissary-General of Prisoners. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DANIEL RUGGLES, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


HEADQUARTERS O. S. MILITARY PRISONS, 
Danville, Va., April 7, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. DANIEL RUGGLES, 
Oommissary-General of Prisons, Danville, Va.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to make the following report of the 
condition of the C. S. military prisons at this post and at the same 
time of the number of officers and men connected with this branch of 
the service. i 

The prison department is now confined to one three-story brick 
warehouse capable of containing at the utmost 700 prisoners. At- 
tached to this is a bake-house and cooking-range, with the capacity 
(after a few repairs) of preparing rations for 3,000 men. Opposite to 
this prison, in a large frame house, is a small room used as the com- 
mandant’s office. This building was formerly used as a workshop for 
the benefit of the prisons and forces guarding, containing a shoe and 
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carpenter’s shop, also a broom factory; but it, together with three brick 
warehouses used heretofore as prisons, had been turned over to the 
Quartermaster’s Department pursuant to an order from Brigadier- 
General Gardner, dated March 6, 1865. The capacity of those build- 
ings turned over to the quartermaster is estimated at 2,300, and I 
would most respectfully call your attention to the fact that, in antici- 
pation of the receipt of a larger number of prisoners than 700, I would 
have no place to confine them. I have at present no hospital accom- 
modations for Federal sick, but would state that before the exchange 
of prisoners confined here (2,300 in number) the three hospital build- 
ings on the hill overlooking the depot, and under the charge of Doctor 
Fauntleroy, were used for the Federal sick, the number of patients 
averaging from 400 to 500. There is at present no guard force attached 
to the prisons. Officers and detailed men now on duty with this, 
department are as follows: 

Lieut. Col. Robert C. Smith, commandant; Lieut. John H. Allison, 
assistant commandant; Sergt. R. R. Grogan, clerk; Sergt. W. F. Dor- 
sey, acting commissary; Private J. W. Draper, roll-call officer. 

Trusting this will prove satisfactory, I have the honor to be, very 
respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ROBERT C. SMITH, 
Tieutenant- Colonel, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS PRISON DEPARTMENT, 
Salisbury, N. C., April 7, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. DANIEL RUGGLES, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners: 

GENERAL: I had the honor of writing to you a few days since on 
the subject of a location for Federal prisoners of war. I am receiving 
quite a number at this place, the old prison has been given up to the 
Ordnance Department, and we have now no place suitable to hold pris- 
oners of war. Five miles above High Point there is a large number of 
sheds, &c., and a good stream of water, and with but little work the 
plave might be made, for from 5,000 to 8,000 prisoners, quite secure, so 
as to be easy of access for receiving prisoners from General Johnston’s 
army or of exchange. This is the only available place anywhere in this 
vicinity, unless you should determine to go on with the prison on the 
Government land at Killian’s Mills, Charlotte Railroad, near Columbia, 
S.C. Ihave taken the liberty of writing to you, being the senior offi- 
cer of military prisons at this place. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
H. FORNO, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Wak DEPT., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 63. Washington, April 8, 1865. 
The officers and men, prisoners of war, enumerated in General Orders, 
No, 25, Headquarters Military Division of West Mississippi, February 
28, 1865, who were delivered to Col. ©. OC. Dwight, agent of exchange 
for that military division, at Red River Landing, La., on the 25th day 
of February, 1865, are declared duly exchanged. 
By order of the Secretary of War: 
W. A. NICHOLS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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City PoInt, VA., April 8, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRantT, Commanding U. 8. Armies: 


lam directed by the Secretary of War to consult you in reference to 
establishing a depot for prisoners of war near Fort Monroe. Newport 
News Seems to be the most eligible place, and if you approve I will 
establish it there. Ten thousand to 20,000 prisoners will require a 
guard of two regiments. To whom shall I apply for them? 

Respectfully, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, April 8, 1865—1 p. m. 
Brigadier-General BARNES, Point Lookout, Md.: 
Retain Capt. J. B. Castleman, alias Clay Wilson, prisoner of war, 
until further orders. 
By order of the Secretary of War: 
JAS. A. HARDIE, 
Inspector-General U, 8. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Vicksburg, Miss., April 8, 1865. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL U.S. ARMy, Washington, D. C.: 

I herewith inclose copy of a telegram* sent by me to the lieutenant- 
general three days ago. I have now sent Capt. G. A. Williams, First 
U.S. Infantry, commissary of musters, to Cairo to communicate with you. 

The rebel commissioners, Colonel Watts and Lieutenant-Colonel Hen- 
derson, have now near this place about 5,000 of our prisoners under flag 
of truce awaiting exchange, and refuse to allow them to be sent on parole 
to Benton Barracks till they receive an equivalent. I request that a 
sufficient number of rebel prisoners be sent me from Rock Island and 
Alton for the exchange. There are no rebel prisoners at present in this 
department or that of the Gulf. 

Very respectfully, 
N. J. T. DANA, 
Major-General. 


U. S. Hosp1taL STEAMER R. C. Woon, 
Saint Louis, Mo., April 8, 1865. 
Col. R. C. Woon, 
Assistant Surgeon-General, U. S. Army, Louisville, Ky. : 

Sir: In reply to a telegram from the assistant surgeon-general’s 
office, dated the 7th instant, I have the honor to state that the report 
required of how many sick prisoners were to be transferred, &c., was 
sent from Cairo on the 6th instant. In addition I would remark that 
the condition of these men, as we received them directly from the trains, 
was most deplorable. We had them clothed, however, rapidly by the 
assistance of the quartermaster at Vicksburg, and they were soon made 
comfortable. Twenty, however, died upon the trip. I would state that 
2,500 sick in the same condition either are now, or soon will arrive, in 


*See General N. J. T. Dana to General Grant, April 5, 1865, p. 483. 
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Vicksburg. I have every prospect this afternoon of obtaining an addi- 
tional boat, probably the Baltic, belonging to the United States, and 
will have her fitted up by Monday, to act in concert with the Wood in 
their removal. 

I understood at Vicksburg (as I stated in my last report) that these 
prisoners were all to be conveyed to Benton Barracks, Mo. I would 
respectfully suggest that communication be had with the War Depart- 
ment upon the subject as to whether a portion of the sick may not be 
taken to other points—Louisville, for instance—as I fear the Saint Louis 
hospitals may be crowded. I would respectfully request that instruc- 
tions be forwarded to Cairo, to reach me on my next trip up, stating 
whether to proceed up the Mississippi or up the Ohio from that point. 

I will telegraph as soon as the other boat is ready. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS F. AZPELL, 
Surgeon, U. 8. Volunteers. 


[APRIL 8, 1865.—For General James H. Wilson’s order declaring 
exchanged all officers and men paroled by the enemy under arrange- 
ments entered into with General Forrest, C. S. Army, see Series I, 
Vol. XLIX, Part I, p. 271.] 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPT., 
ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Danville, Va., April 8, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. DANIEL RUGGLES, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Danville, Va.: 


GENERAL: In response to your communications of yesterday concern- 
ing prison buildings, [ have been directed by the Adjutant and Inspector 
General to inform you that the buildings formerly used for that pur- 
pose at Salisbury, N. C., will be required temporarily for the useof the 
Ordnance Department, and others will be fitted up there for the accom- 
modation of the small number of prisoners which you may have charge 
of. The prison buildings in this place will be used for such purposes of 
the Government as circumstances may render most urgent. 

lam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. WITHERS, 
Lieutenant-Oolonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 

Danville, Va., April 8, 1865. 

General 8S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General C. 8. Army: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to request that an assistant commissary 
of subsistence be ordered to report to me for service. This officer is 
much needed at headquarters to supervise and direct the business of 
the subsistence department and to make personal inspections of the 
prisons. I desire an officer of decided business capacity, one who has 
already an enlarged experience in the administration as well as in the 
goes of that service, and request that none other be ordered to 
report. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DANIEL RUGGLES, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 
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Hogrs. C. 8. Miu. Prisons EAst oF MISSISSIPPI RIVER, 
: Danville, Va., April 8, 1865, 
Brig. Gen. BRADLEY T. JOHNSON, 
Commanding First Prison District: 

GENERAL: Lam directed by Brigadier-General Ruggles, Commissary- 
General of Prisoners, to instruct you, in the execution of the duties 
devolving upon you commanding the First Prison District, to give your 
personal and special attention to that portion of the servze immediately 
connected with the operations of General Lee’s army in the field. The 
general desires that you make use of all available means to communicate 
by staff or other officers with General Lee, or with any officer who may 
be charged by him with the custody of prisoners of war who may be sent 
to the rear by him or under his authority, and to aid and facilitate their 
march to a safe prison station at Danville, or such other camp or station 
as may be found expedient to place.them at, providing specially for 
their security and subsistence, and communicating, in case of emer- 
gency, in the absence of the general, with General Cooper, Adjutant 
aud Inspector General, direct, and also to Col. Robert Ould, commis- 
sioner of exchange, the number and designation of the prisoners, and 
sending a duplicate of the same to his temporary headquarters, at 
Salisbury, N.C. He desires you to take all measures practicable or 
necessary for the care and humane treatment of the prisoners, making 
your requisitions on the local staff departments, and if necessary, 
In cases of emergency, you can communicate with the Adjutant-General 
directly in his name, and also with the heads of other staff depart- 
ments, with a view of obtaining whatever may be needed in the execu- 
tion of this special service which is committed to your charge. The 
general will furnish you, on application, with any officers in his depart- 
ment who are not already assigned to duty. The general desires full 
and explicit information of the details of your operations. 

Major Turner, commandant of the Libby Prison, at Richmond, was 
instructed by the general to accompany General Lee’s army and receive 
such prisoners as might be turned over to him. He is placed under 
your command, and you will please communicate with him as early as 
practicable. In the event that you have not already done so, the gen- 
eral desires you to make similar arrangements with General Johnston 
and his army. 

By order of General D. Ruggles: 

SAML. T. BAYLY, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 
DANVILLE, VA., April 8, 1865. 


Capt. R. B. WINDER, Chief Quartermaster, Salisbury, N. C.: 

The general directs that you send a reliable agent to attend to your 
business at Augusta and Macon. You can go to Columbiaif you 
desire before your services are required. 

SAML. T. BAYLY, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 
DANVILLE, VA., April 8, 1865. 


Capt. W. S. WINDER, Assistant Adjutant-General: 
The vacated building cannot be retained. Make the best arrange- 
ments for the prisoners you can. i 
SAML. T. BAYLY, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Danville, Va., April 8, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. R. C. Smita, Commanding Prison: 

CoLonEL: The Commissary-General of Prisoners orders that you 
make immediate preparations for the reception of 1,200 prisoners at 
this place. You will have the building now under your charge properly 
cleaned and ventilated, and will notify the commissary that you will 
require rations for this number of prisoners. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAML. T. BAYLY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[APRIL 9, 1865.—For surrender of the Army of Northern Virginia 
and resulting correspondence relating to paroles of officers and men, 
transportation to their homes, subsistence, &c., not vublished in this 
series, see Series I, Vol. XLVI, Parts | and III.] 


City PoIntT, VA., April 9, 1865. 
Major-General WEITZEL, Commanding, &c., Richmond, Va.: 
I have just received the following telegram from Lieutenant-General 
Grant : 
CLIFTON Houses, April 9, 1865. 
General HOFFMAN: 
I approve Newport News as a place for holding prisoners of war. It being in the 
Department of Virginia, General Ord will furnish guards. 
U. 8S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 
Please order two regiments to guard prisoners of war at Newport 
News. Reply requested. 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary- General of Prisoners. 


HEADQUARTERS DRAFT RENDEZVOUS, 
Harts Island, New York Harbor, April 9, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. WESSELLS, Commanding Rendezvous: 


Sir: [I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
April 9, 1865: 

Conduct—good. Uleanliness—middling. Clothing—poor. Bedding— 
none in use. State of quarters—good. State of mess-houses—none in 
use. State of kitchen—fair. Food, quality of—good. Food, quantity 
of—full allowance. Water—good. Sinks—good. Police of grounds— 
fair. Police of hospital—none erected but greatly needed. General 
health of prisoners—good. Vigilance of guard—good. 

Remarks and suggestions.—There is no hospital erected but should be 
immediately. There is no surgeon in attendance. About ten cases of 
sickness; none considered dangerous. There should be a supply of 
large knives and ladles, &c., furnished for kitchens, also tools for 
policing. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. FOLK, 
Lieutenant and Acting Aide-de-Camp, Inspecting Officer. 
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{Indorsement.] 


Two thousand and twenty-nine prisoners of war were received on the 
7th instant. They seem to be healthy with few exceptions, and tol- 
erably well clothed. Application will be made for a medical officer 
and hospital tents will be put up for temporary use. There is no hos- 
pital for the prison camp. The guard is entirely insufficient, consisting 
of a small detachment sent with them from City Point. Three hundred 
and fifty effective men are required. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissary-General of Prisoners. 

H. W. WESSELLS, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


[APRIL 9, 1865.—For tabular statement of officers and men of the 
Confederate Army paroled at Appomattox Court-House, Va., see Series 
I, Vol. XLVI, Part I, p. 1277.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF MISSISSIPPI, 
Vicksburg, April 9, 1865. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL OF THE ARMY: 

I have the honor to report that a special delivery of prisoners of war 
took place near this place yesterday, and also to inclose a copy of the 
rolls, and of Special Orders, No. 126,* from these headquarters, order- 
ing the officers and men delivered to us to proceed to Benton Barracks, 
there to await a declaration of exchange from the Adjutant-General’s 
Office. It will be seen that the Confederate authorities have declared 
these men exchanged, and, it is understood, will send their men to duty 
at once. I therefore request that a similar declaration be made in 
behalf of our men as quickly as practicable. 

I am, very respectfully, 
N. J. T. DANA, 
Major-General. 
[Indorsement. ] 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., April 22, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to the Adjutant-General, with the recommenda- 
tion that the officers and enlisted men named in the within order be 
declared exchanged and ordered to report to their respective regiments 
with permission to delay thirty days en route, the equivalents for whom 
they were delivered having been declared exchanged by the rebel 


authorities. 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bvt. Brig. Gen., U. 8S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners, 


HEADQUARTERS ARMIES, Appomattox, April 9, 1865, 


Maj. Gen. N. J. T. DANA: 
All settlements for exchanged prisoners were to be made with Colonel 
Ould, Confederate agent, and the agreement to receive them at various 
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points was for the accommodation of the South, their railroads being 
so broken that they could not conveniently deliver all on the James. 
Say to the officer who has our prisoners for delivery that any that are 
due to the South will be delivered at Vicksburg. 
U. S. GRANT, 
Tieutenant- General. 


Mrs. JONES’ HOUSE, 
Near Lynchburg Road, Appomattox County, April 9, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant, U.S. Army: 

I deem it my duty to inform you that I am here with four officers 
and attachés of the Exchange Bureau, personal baggage, and material 
records of my office in which the United States Government and people 
are interested. I am here under flag of truce for the purpose of meet- 
ing any questions connected with the delivery and exchange of prison- 
ers and with no other view whatever. I am now, I believe, within your 
lines and have been only since this morning. I avail myself of the first 
opportunity to notify you of this state of facts. I am ready to obey 
any direction you may give with reference to myself and party. If 
agreeable to you, I will thank you for either a safeguard or some 
writing which may serve as a protection. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


At the suggestion of Captain McGinley I have come to the front, and 
am now with the army train, Sixth Corps. 
RO. OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF EASTERN VIRGINIA, 
Norfolk, Va., April 9, 1865—3 p. m. 
General HOFFMAN, City Point: 

Your telegram of the 8th just received. I sent Colonel Martindale 
yesterday to Newport News to report as to capacity of that place for 
prisoners. I find a stockade will have to be built, and that the place 
possesses no greater advantages than does any other situated upon a 
river, with a landing, a few houses, and a saw-mill near. Colonel Mar- 
tindale thinks it will take about 700 men, with artillery and a stockade 
to guard from 12,000 to 15,000 prisoners. An island somewhere is bet. 
ter than Newport News. I await definite instructions. 

GORDON, 
General. 


CiTy POINT, VA., April 9, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. G. H. GoRDON, Commanding, &c., Norfolk, Va.: 
64.The prison depot will be established at Newport News jor- 
ai@éentral Ord has been directed to detail a attbaole guard. oS BA be 
found necessary to occupy Oraney Island for the hospital. 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. - 
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Hpgrs. TRANS-MIssiIsstpPI DEPARTMENT, 
OFFICE ASSISTANT AGENT OF EXCHANGE, 
spibeedsnan oo nea GENERAL HODGE, 
outh of Red River } 5 
Capt. W. H. STERLING, a sit eso eh al 
Agent of Exchange and Commissary of Prisoners, 
Military Division of West Mississippi: 
_ Captain: I have the honor to inform you that in obedience to 
inclosed order from the general commanding Trans-Mississippi Depart- 
ment I shall, after the delivery at Alexandria, La., of the C.S. prisoners 
received from you this day, immediately return to this place and await 
further action. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
IG. SZYMANSKI, 
Asst. Agent of Exchange, Trans-Mississippi Dept., C. 8S. Army. 


[Inclosure.] 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., April 3, 1865. 
Maj. Ie. SZYMANSKI, Assistant Agent of Exchange: 

The general commanding directs that you proceed to the mouth of 
Red River with flag of truce for the purpose of conducting the exchange 
of prisoners agreed upon on July 28,1864. If the Helena and Donald- 
sonville prisoners are not yet ready for delivery you are directed to 
remain at or near the mouth of Red River until you receive a definite 
answer concerning them. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. R. BOGGS, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 


[APRIL 10, 1865.—For agreement in regard to the surrender of the 
Army of Northern Virginia, see Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part III, p. 685.] 


MEMPHIS, April 10, 1865. 

Brigadier-General TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Sir: Pursuant to instructions from Major-Generals Canby and Dana, 
I have to report that there are in the neighborhood of Vicksburg about 
4,700 Union prisoners awaiting exchange, of which seventy-four are 
Government employés and thirty-nine citizens; the remainder soldiers. 
The rebel commissioner agrees to release the thirty-nine citizens uncon- 
ditionally, but refuses to deliver the others to be paroled and sent to 
Benton Barracks, as he does not know the terms of Lieutenant-General 
Grant’s cartel, and his communication with his Government is cut off. 
The general directs me to telegraph for instructions how to act in the 
case. 
On the 5th of April Major-General Dana forwarded the following 
telegram to Lieutenant-General Grant, but on account of his recent 
movements and the pressing need of the prisoners he directed me to 
telegraph it to you and ask a reply: 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF MISSISSIPPI, 
Vicksburg, Miss., April 5, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. U. 8. GRANT: 
The Confederates have about 5,000 of our men in camp under flag of truce about 
four miles from here, which they refuse to deliver to us on parole unless they receive 
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an equivalent here or notice of one having been delivered to them on the James 
River. Will you please order 5,000 Confederates or their equivalents sent here 
from the Western prisons, or a delivery to be made on the James, and send official 
notice here? Capt. G. A. Williams, commissary of musters, will await your answer 
at Cairo, and is able to make such explanations as you may require. 
Very respectfully, your obedient-servant, 
N. J. T. DANA, | 


Major-General. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. A. WILLIAMS, 
Captain, First U. 8. Infty., Commissary of Musters, Dept. of Miss. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., April 10, 1865. 


Maj. Gen. G. WEITZEL, Commanding, &c., Richmond, Va.: 


I have the honor to inclose herewith copies of the several orders 
which have been issued from the War Department in reference to the 
control of prisoners of war, and I respectfully request the necessary 
instructions may be given to the provost-marshal in Richmond to carry 
out these orders. I will cause him to be supplied with all necessary 
blanks and copies of the within orders. The same regulations are 
observed at hospitals of prisoners of war as at prison stations, and for 
the greater convenience I request that the provost-marshal who has 
the charge of prisoners of war in Richmond may include in his reports 
all prisoners in hospital. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bvt. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, 8. 0., April 10, 1865. 
Maj. JoHn C. GRAY, Jr., U.S. Volunteers, Hilton Head, 8S. C.: 


MAJOR: You are directed to proceed upon the steamer Anna Maria 
to Darien, Ga., and receive thereat such of our officers and soldiers now 
prisoners of war as the so-called Confederate military authorities may 
deliver to you and may parole for future exchange according to any 
arrangements which have been or may be made between Lieutenant- 
General Grant, U. S. Army, and the so-called Confederate author- 
ities. You will carefully muster the officers and men so received, 
verify the rolls which accompany them, and receipt for them as paroled 
prisoners of war subject to be exchanged hereafter according to the 
terms stated above and not liable to be recaptured until regularly 
exchanged. You will arrange with the officer in charge of the flag of 
truce that the camp stores, vessels, officers, guards, and civilian 
employés under your control shall be protected by your flag of truce 
from capture or hostile molestation so long as the paroled prisoners 
remain at Darien and sufficiently long thereafter to enable all the 
stores and men to be removed. You will see that the limits protected 
by your flag of truce are large enough to furnish sufficient wood, water, 
and room for the proper exercise of the paroled prisoners. You will 
send the paroled prisoners whom you may receive to Hilton Head as 
rapidly as your means of transportation will allow, turning them over 
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to the provost-marshal at this point. Major Thompson, provost-mar- 
shal general, Department of the South, will be ordered to relieve you 
as soon as possible, and you will then turn these instructions over to him. 
Very respectfully, yours, 
Q. A. GILLMORE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
FouRTH SEPARATE BRIGADE, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, Fla., April 10, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. Sam. JONES, 
Commanding Confederate Forces, Florida: 


GENERAL: I send under flag of truce some articles of clothing, &c., 
for the use of Mr. White, assistant engineer, U. S. Navy, and the men 
captured with him. The two men, Privates Massey and Beckham, 
referred to in your letter of April 7, were returned on the 7th instant. 
They had just been received at this post from Hilton Head. 

I submit to you that the same reasons that have induced you to 
return Assistant Surgeon Willard apply equally to the persons who 
accompanied him and the boat in which they were, inasmuch as the 
boat was the private property of Surgeon Willard, and the party on 
board was no more than sufficient to man her and was entirely 
unarmed. The capture was made at 5 p.m., April 6. On the morning 
of that day a flag of truce left this post for your lines, returning about 
2p.m. A flag from your lines was on its way hither on the afternoon 
of the same day at the very time the boat wascaptured. Under these 
circumstances I trust that you will order their release. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. C. TILGHMAN, 
Colonel Third U. 8. Colored Troops, Commanding. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, Washington, April 11, 1865. 
Hon. HE. M. STANTON, Secretary of War: 

Srr: The Department has the honor to request that instructions 
may be given for the release of any of the officers and crew of the prize 
steamer Hope who may be now imprisoned at Point Lookout and are 
foreign subjects. 

Very respectfully, &c. 
paces Tray G. WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
[Indorsement. } 
Wak DEPARTMENT, April 14, 1865. 
Referred to the Commissary-General of Prisoners with directions to 


comply with the request of the Secretary of the Navy. 
O. A. DANA, 


Assistant Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, D. C., April 11, 1865. 
Major-General Hancock, Winchester : 


GENERAL: It will be well to have blank parole papers prepared for 
detachments and stragglers from Lee’s army to be filled up with a 
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description of the person; the paroles to be signed in duplicate, one 
copy to be given tothe party and the other sent to the Adjutant- 
General of the Army. Lists should also be kept by paroling officers. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


(Same to Major-General Augur, Washington.) 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF MISSISSIPPI, 
Vicksburg, Miss., April 11, 1865. 


Lieut. Col. C. T. CHRISTENSEN, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Military Division of West Mississipprt: 

I have the honor to forward herewith a roll of Federal prisoners of 
war received at this place from the enemy on the 8th instant, and also 
a roll of rebel prisoners of war delivered in exchange for them. 

I also forward for the information of the major-genera] commanding a 
copy of paragraph 4 of Special Orders,* No. 126, current series, from 
these headquarters, and a copy of my lettert to the Adjutant-General 
of the Army, advising him of this delivery of prisoners, and asking for 
a speedy declaration of exchange. 

The enemy’s commissioner has already ordered the men delivered to 
him to report to their regiments for duty, and I regret that I have it 
not in my power to make a similar declaration of exchange in behalf of 
our men. 

Capt. G. A. Williams left here on Saturday for Cairo to communi- 
cate with Lieutenant-General Grant by telegraph in regard to the 
present status of our men held by the enemy at Four-Mile Bridge. I 
inclose a copy of my telegram announcing Captain Williams’ mission 
to the lieutenant-general.t It will be seen that [ have asked that 5,000 
men be sent here from the Northern prisons to be delivered in 
exchange for the men already here or actually en route for this place. 
The number of men now in camp at Four-Mile Bridge is upward 
of 4,500. 

I am, respectfully, 
N. J. T. DANA, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF MISSISSIPPI, 
Vicksburg, Miss., April 11, 1865. 
Lieut. Ep. L. DAVENPORT, 
Fifty-second U. 8. Colored Infantry : 


I arranged with Colonel Henderson, assistant special agent of 
exchange, C. 8S. Army, this morning that he should deliver all Govern- 
ment employés and citizens at Four-Mile Bridge to us on parole, to be 
sent to Benton Barracks, there to await exchange, and also that he 
should deliver to us all men of the One hundred and thirty-seventh 
Illinois Infantry (whose term of service has expired), also to be sent to 
Benton Barracks on parole and there to await exchange. The major- 
general commanding directs that you, in Captain Williams’ absence, 


* Omitted. 
tSee Dana to Adjutant-General of the Army, p. 481. 
tSee April 5, p. 483. 
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complete these agreements. You will show Colonel Henderson this 
communication and render him every assistance in your power in mak- 
ing the rolls, &e. 
1 an, sir, respectfully, 
FREDERIC SPEED, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL orks tote HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, 
No. 97. New Orleans, April 11, 1865. 
* * * * * * * 


5. The fifty bales of cotton now on the flag-of-truce-boat Ohio Belle, 
sent to this city by Major Szymanski, agent of exchange Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department, for sale, and the proceeds to be distributed for the 
relief of Louisianians, prisoners of war, will be sold by Mr. A. P. Nob- 
lom, under the supervision of Colonel Holabird, chief quartermaster 
of the department, and the proceeds deposited in the First National 
Bank of New Orleans, subject to the order of the major-general com- 
manding the Military Division of West Mississippi. The proceeds of 
the sale will be reported to headquarters Military Division of West 
Mississippi. 

6. The five bales of cotton sent to this city by the commanding gen- 
eral of the Trans-Mississippi Department, to be applied in payment for 
clothing belonging to Federal prisoners lost in transit from Galveston 
to Tyler, Tex., will be sold by Col. S. B. Holabird, chief quartermaster 
of the department, and the proceeds reported to Washington, D. C., 
for the orders of the Quartermaster-General U. 8S. Army. The pro- 
ceeds of this sale will be reported to headquarters Military Division of 
West Mississippi. 

* ® * * * * * 
By command of Major-General Hurlbut: 
J. C. STONE, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAMP SUMTER, 
Andersonville, Ga., April 12, 1865. 
Capt. W. S. WINDER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Salisbury, N. C.: 

CAPTAIN: In a communication I had the honor to make to you on 
10th instant I find that I did great injustice to Captain Rutherford. 
I have not seen or heard from that officer, but I learn from General 
Pillow that Captain Rutherford did make the arrangement with General 
Scammon for the exchange of prisoners at Jacksonville, but that sub- 
sequently General Gillmore ordered him not to receive them until 
General Grant could be consulted in the matter. Reply from the latter 
was expected on 19th instant. I make this statement unsolicited as an 
act of justice to Captain Rutherford. In writing to you on 10th instant 
I believed that the source whence I derived my information was reliable. 

Eleven hundred prisoners returned yesterday, the others will probably 
reach here to-day and to-morrow. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. C. GIBBS, 


Colonel, Commanding. 
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OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., April 13, 1865. 
Col. J. H. DAVIDSON, 
Commanding Prison Depot, Newport News, Va.: 
The stockade must be built by the prisoners. Two or three enlisted 
men, carpenters, may be detailed to have charge of the work. Until 
prisoners arrive detail fatigue parties daily to put the lumber on the 
ground and set the posts. 
W. HOFFMAN, 


Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, 
April 13, 1865. 
General W. H. Emory: 

All deserters and stragglers from Lee’s army must be brought in as 
prisoners of war unless specially paroled. All who desire can be 
paroled on the same conditions as were given to Lee. 

C. H. MORGAN, 
Brevet Brigadier-General, de. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, 8S. C., April 13, 1865. 
Rear-Admiral J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Charleston Harbor: 
ADMIRAL: In a letter to you dated March 27, ultimo, I had the 
honor to state that I expected to make an exchange of prisoners at 
Darien, Ga., on or about the 8th instant, and requested you to send 
one or two gun-boats to the Altamaha River near Darien at that time. 
On the 10th instant Maj. J. C. Gray, jr., of my staff, proceeded thither 
under my direction, and after conferring with Commander Thompson, 
commanding gun-boat Cimarron, on the 11th proceeded to Darien, 
where he failed to discover a single human being. Should the prison- 
ers be brought there for exchange now a great amount of suffering 
must necessarily ensue, unless we are speedily informed of their arrival. 
Ihave no means of communication with that locality, and my water 
transportation is very limited. I have, therefore, to request, if not 
incompatible with the interests of the public service, that Commander 
Thompson may be directed to remain there for at least a week or ten 
days, so that there may be no unnecessary delay in case the prisoners 
Should still be brought there, and that if they arrive he may be 
directed to communicate the fact to me at once. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Q. A. GILLMORE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF MISSISSIPPI, 
Vicksburg, Miss., April 13, 1865. 
Col. N. G. Warts, 


Confederate Agent of Exchange, Big Black River: 
The following telegram has just been received from General Grant. 
General Dana expects that you will immediately deliver all officers and 
men under your control agreeably to Colonel Ould’s order: 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES, 
April 10, 1865. 
CONFEDERATE OFFICER HAVING CHARGE OF PRISONERS, 
Vicksburg : 

_All Federal officers and men who are held as prisoners by the Confederate authori- 
ties must be delivered at Vicksburg, or any other point where the Federal military 
authorities are willing to receive them. No equivalents are to be demanded. By 
agreement with General Grant equivalents are to be given on James River. 

RO, OULD, 
Agent of Exchange. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES, 
April-10, 1865. 
Capt. G. A. WILLIAMs, Cairo, Jil.: 


Please take the preceding dispatch to General Dana, Vicksburg, for delivery to 
the Confederate officer in charge of Federal prisoners near that point. 
U. 8. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


Please give Colonel Henderson the necessary orders to make the 
rolls, so that he may deliver us a boat load by to-morrow noon. Colonel 
Henderson is in town, and any dispatch received from you will reach 
him if sent to these headquarters before 3 o’clock. 

FREDERIC SPEED, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. . 


Hpggs. MILITARY DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI, 
OFFICE OF AGENT FOR EXCHANGE, 
New Orleans, La., April 13, 1865. 
Maj. Ic. SZYMANSKI, 
Asst. Agent for Exchenge, Trans-Miss, Dept., C. S. Army: 

Srgz: As I have no prisoners whatsoever at my disposal which I could 
deliver to you, it will hardly be possible for me to proceed again to Red 
River Landing at present, unless some urgent business which you may 
have to communicate would require it. 

From the inclosed letter, written by Colonel Dwight to General 
Hitchcock,* you will learn that no pains on the part of the exchange 
office have been spared to not only cancel indebtedness existing, but to 
relieve you also as early as possible of all U.S. prisoners now in Texas, 
but unfortunately the effort made has as yet not been successful, owing, 
probably, to some oversight, but I am in hopes that I will soon havea 
sufficient number of ©.S8. prisoners here to enable me to effect a speedy 
general exchange. 

I will write at once to the Secretary of War and to the Commissary- 
General of Prisoners in regard to prisoners in the North, such as Gen- 
erals Marmaduke and Cabell, and all prisoners belonging to Trans- 
Mississippi Department, and request that all be sent immediately to 
this depot for exchange. I shall also send for all blockade-runners. 

If possible for you to parole any of our prisoners I shall be happy 
to take them, and will render equivalents at the earliest practicable 
moment. I will endeavor to get receipts for naval prisoners from 
Major Curell, at Mobile. : 

i haye the honor to inclose extracts of Special Orders, No. 97,+ which 
will show you that the disposal of the cotton has been made agreeably 

ur instructions. , 
 Srould you wish to have another immediate rendezvous at Red River 
Landing on some matters of importance at present unknown to me, 


*See March 14, p. 396. t See April 11, p. 487. 
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please send me a communication through the gun-boats and I will meet 
you at any time you may be pleased to designate. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. H. STERLING, 
Captain, First U. S. Infantry, Agent of Exchange. 


[APRIL 13, 1865.—For Curell to. Surget, in regard to exchange of 
Confederate prisoners captured at Spanish Fort and Blakely, Ala., 
see Series I, Vol. XLIX, Part II, p. 1237.] 


HEADQUARTERS, April 13, 1865. 
Col. H. BERTRAM: 

General Bailey is ordered to prepare a sufficient number of sea-going 
vessels to take your prisoners to Ship Island. He will report to you 
the moment the vessels are ready for the reception of the prisoners at 
Starke’s Wharf. 

P. J. OSTERHAUS, 
Chief of Staff. 


[APRIL 14, 1865.—For reports and correspondence relating to the 
assassination of President Lincoln and measures for arrest of the 
assassins, see Series I, Vol. XLVI, Parts I and III.] 


[APRIL 14, 1865.—For Johnston to Sherman, asking suspension of 
hostilities, and resulting correspondence, see Series I, Vol. XLVII, 
Part III, p. 206 e¢ seq.] 


WASHINGTON City, D.C., April 14, 1865. 
General WILLIAM HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners: 


Siz: For the use of the Secretary of War I request you to hand me 
lists of the names of the applicants for discharge among the rebel 
prisoners of war. A full list is not at once necessary, but let them 
be as large as may be conveniently made to-day, to be continued 
from day to day until the names shall be exhausted, keeping the lists, 
as far as possible, separate for the prisoners at the separate depots, so 
that each list may, if approved by the Secretary ot War, be sent to the 
comranding officer where the prisoners are. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General of Volunteers, Commissioner of Exchange. 


HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF ALA., MISS., AND East LA, 
Meridian, April 14, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. E. R. S. CANBY, 


Commanding U. 8. Forces at Mobile, Ala.: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that I send by flag of truce 
to your lines Maj. James R. Curell, one of the assistant agents for 
exchange of prisoners appointed by the Confederate States Govern- 
ment to confer with you, or your authorized agent, in regard to the 
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exchange of prisoners captured in your recent operations around 
Mobile, for a like number of U. S. prisoners already paroled and deliv- 
ered by me at Vicksburg, or for their delivery on parole in accordance 
with the terms of the cartel agreed upon by the Governments of the 
Confederate and United States. 
I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R, TAYLOR, 
Lieutenant- General. 


Hpqrs. Miu. Div. oF WEST MISss., OFFICE OF EXCHANGE, 
New Orleans, La., April 14, 1865. 


Maj. Gen. E. A. HITCHCOCK, Commissioner of Exchange, &e.: 


GENERAL: I have the honor respectfully to call your attention to the 
inclosed letter,* written by Colonel Dwight and explaining in a general 
way the affairs of exchange of prisoners. The inclosed letter specifies 
that we have at present over 1,600 men who are prisoners in Texas, and 
there constantly exposed to more or less severe treatment on the part 
of the officers and men forming the guard over the forts, stockades, &c., 
in which they are confined, and are actually in want of almost all articles 
of comfort, and very often suffer for the necessities of life or wholesome 
food. Hundreds have contracted diseases while imprisoned because 
they were unable to keep their clothing in proper condition, or had but 
very little or no clothes at all, and many have died in consequence of 
exposure. To alleviate their sufferings and bring them back again 
where they could immediately be of service to the Government it is 
only necessary to carry out the steps agreed upon in the cartel of July 
28, 1864, between the United States and the so-called Confederate 
States. If the prisoners of war belonging to this department would, 
as agreed upon, be brought here for exchange, such as Generals Mar- 
maduke, Cabell, and their respective commands, it would at once not 
only enable us to cancel our present indebtedness, but it would enable 
us also to exchange all our prisoners confined in Trans- Mississippi 
Department. I have requested Major Szymanski, assistant agent of 
exchange in Trans-Mississippi Department, to parole and deliver to us 
part or all of our prisoners in Texas at some not very distant period, 
and he has promised to refer the request to the respective authorities 
and to recommend it, providing we would give him some proof or assur- 
ance that we would rapidly deliver equivalents for them. And I hereby 
have the honor to request that the general will please give the case his 
attention and cause the prisoners of war belonging to the Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department to be brought here for exchange. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. STERLING, 
Captain, First U. S. Infty., Com. and Agent for Exchange, 
Military Division of West Mississippi. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., April 14, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. N. J. T. Dana, Commanding, Memphis, Tenn.: 
GENERAL: The telegram of Capt. George A. Williams in reference 
to the delivery of paroled prisoners at Vicksburg has been referred to 
this office, and to meet the objection of the rebel agent I have the 


*See Dwight to Hitchcock, March 14, p. 396. 
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honor to inclose herewith copies of correspondence* on the subject of 
this exchange, from which you will perceive that the delivery at Vicks- 
burg is provided for. If equivalents have not already been delivered 
for those we are to receive at Vicksburg, which will be ascertained as 
soon as I can balance the deliveries made up to this time, they will be 
immediately forwarded to Vicksburg. I have telegraphed the sub- 
stance of the above to Capt. G. A. Williams, at Cairo, to-day. Our 
paroled prisoners are usually in a very pitiable condition from starva- 
tion and exposure when delivered to us, and the Secretary of War 
desires that all proper measures be taken to relieve their sufferings as 
soon as they are placed in our hands. The Surgeon-General has been 
notified of the expected delivery at Vicksburg, and he will doubtless 
give all necessary instructions to provide hospital accommodation for 
such of the paroled men as may require it. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Commissary-Genercl of Prisoners. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., April 14, 1865. 
Capt. GEORGE A, WILLIAMS, First U. 8. Infantry, Cairo, Ill.: 

Mr. Ould, Confederate agent for exchange, has agreed to deliver at 
Mobile, or such other convenient point as may be designated, all pris- 
oners of war held by them east of the Mississippi, and Vicksburg 
has been so designated. Equivalents have been delivered on the 
James River, or will be, at any point that is now accessible. I send to 
General Dana by mail copies of the correspondence in relation to this 
exchange. Report if the prisoners are delivered. 

W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY.GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., April 14, 1865. 
Capt. GEORGE A. WILLIAMS, First U. 8. Infantry, Cairo, Iu.: 
Please say to Major-General Dana that the Secretary of War desires 
that all proper measures be taken to provide for the comfort of paroled 
prisoners delivered at Vicksburg or other points on the Mississippi. 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF MISSISSIPPI, 
Vicksburg, Miss., April 14, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. W. HOFFMAN, a 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington : 
About 4,700 prisoners have crossed Big Black and several small lots 
are to come. The Confederates would have delivered here about 11,000 
men if their communications had not been interrupted by Wilson. 


*See Mulford to Ould, February 16, p. 238; Ould’s instructi t . 
February 20, p. 277, and Cobb to Grover, March 16, p. 403 ions to Rutherford, 
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About 1,100 are sick, 400 of whom have gone to Benton Barracks, 
and the remainder will be sent there as soon as the hospital steamers 
are ready to take them. The rest of the prisoners are in excellent 
health, the Cahaba prisoners particularly. Nearly all the sick are from 
Andersonville. Under Colonel Ould’s order, Colonel Watts, the rebel 
agent, is getting ready to turn over all the men to us, when they will be 
sent North as rapidly as possible. He, however, still asks for Forrest’s 
and other Southwestern rebel soldiers to be exchanged here. 
Very respectfully, 
N. J. T. DANA, 
Major-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, April 15, 1865—4.40 a.m. 
U.S. MARSHAL, Portland, Me.: 

Arrest Jacob Thompson and his companion, whose name is believed 
to be Blankman, and who are either in Portland or on the way to 
Portland from Montreal en route to Europe. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

C. A. DANA, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, Washington City, April 15, 1865. 
PROVOST-MARSHAL, Portland, Me.: 
Do not fail to catch Thompson and Tucker if they come across the 


line. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS Post, 
Newport News, Va., April 15, 1865. 
Doctor CRAVEN, Medical Director, Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Sir: I have the honor to recommend that the hospital for prisoners 
confined at Newport News, Va., be transferred from Craney Island to 
the prison inclosure at this point. The establishment of hospitals at 
the island causes confusion in the reports and endless trouble and 
expense in transferring prisoners and providing for their comfort. 
There is ample room in the inclosure now being erected for 10,000 
prisoners and hospitals for all the percentage of sick out of this 
number. I think hospital tents would be all that we would require 
here through the summer, and if the camp becomes permanent, build- 
ings suitable can be erected by the prisoners themselves. The force 
for guarding these prisoners is so small that I fear many will escape 
from Craney Island, if that continues to be used for hospital purposes. 
The commissary and quartermaster of this post are expected to sup- 
ply all the wants of the force on the island, and hence a boat will have 
to ply regularly between here and there. I think the establishment 
of hospital accommodations within the inclosure will be preferable for 
the following reasons: First, it will be much more secure; second, one 
guard will be sufficient; third, it will be much less expensive to 


Government. 
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In view of the above facts I trust you will order the immediate 
removal of all hospital stores to this post and the establishment of 
hospitals within the inclosure. i 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. HAM DAVIDSON, 
Colonel 122d U. 8. Colored Troops, Comdg. Prisoners’ Depot. 


[Indorsement. ] 


MEDICAL DIRECTOR’S OFFICE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., April 17, 1865. 


Respectfully forwarded to General Hoffman, Commissary-General of 
Prisoners. 

I have investigated the matter carefully and fully concur in the opin- 
ion of the colonel commanding the prison camp, and would respect- 
fully recommend the removal of the prison hospital to or near the 


prison camp. 
JOHN J. CRAVEN, 
Surgeon, U. 8. Vols., and Chief Medical Officer, Fort Monroe, Va. 


GENERAL ORDERS, HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, 
No. 37. } New Orleans, La., April 15, 1865. 
Pursuant to instructions from headquarters Military Division of 
West Mississippi, the following-named officers and enlisted men, pris- 
oners of war released on parole, are hereby declared exchanged, their 
equivalent having been delivered to the Confederate agent of exchange, 
Trans- Mississippi Department, April 9, 1865, at Red River Landing, 
La.* 
By command of Major-General Hurlbut: 
J. C. STONE, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. MILITARY DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI, 
OFFICE OF AGENT OF EXCHANGE, 
New Orleans, La., April 16, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. C, T. CHRISTENSEN. 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Military Division of West Mississippi: 

Srr: I have the honor to inform you that on the 9th instant I deliv- 
ered to Major Szymanski, agent of exchange, all prisoners of war in 
my charge belonging to the Trans-Mississippi Department, amounting 
to the equivalent of 160 men. There still remains an indebtedness of 
over 300 due the Confederacy. Colonel Dwight some time in March 
last informed General Hitchcock of this fact, and asked that Generals 
Marmaduke and Cabell and their commands be sent here for exchange; 
this would not only cancel an indebteduess, but would enable me to 
exchange for all our officers and men now prisoners in Texas, to whose 
cases I respectfully call yourattention. They are suffering from expos- 
ure, hunger, and want of facilities to keep themselves properly cleaned, 
or their quarters properly policed. Had these men to whom I refer 


(captured in Arkansas) been promptly sent, I might have all exchanged 
by this time. 


*Names of 126 officers and enlisted men here omitted. 
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At my last interview with Major Szymanski I requested him to lay 
before his authorities a proposition from me to accept all our soldiers 
in Texas on parole, and render their equivalents as soon as they 
arrived from the North, which Major Szymanski has agreed to lay 
before General Smith and give me an early reply. I would therefore 
request that an application be made from the general commanding Mil- 
itary Division of West Mississippi for all men in Northern prisons 
belonging to the Trans-Mississippi Department be sent here for 
exchange. 

_ Before closing, I would respectfully state that I have unofficial 
information that there are some 5,000 of our men paroled at or near 
Vicksburg. I have many that I could have exchanged, and I might 
add, that I could ere this have had an exchange effected for most, if 
not all. Having no official information I have no power to act. I am 
agent of exchange, and through me, I think, the negotiations should 
be made; otherwise my records are valueless. 

I an, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. STERLING, 
Captain, First U. §. Infty., Com. and Agent for Hachange. 


OFFICE ASSISTANT AGENT OF EXCHANGE, 
FLAG-OF-TRUCE BoAT GENERAL HODGE, 
Hog Point, April 16, 1865. 
Capt. W. H. STERLING, 
First U. 8. Infty., Com. and Agent of Exchange, U.S. A., 
New Orleans, La.: 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to acknowledge the reception of your 
communication of the 13th instant with accompanying documents. I 
am much gratified that Colonel Dwight has written to the U.S. author- 
ities at Washington in relation to the C. S. prisoners, and recognize the 
high sense of honor and justice which have always marked our official 
intercourse. 

I have the honor again to call your attention to my instructions from 
the general commanding the Trans-Mississippi Department, a copy of 
which I had the honor of presenting you at our last meeting. I regret 
that you were not able to specify in your communication when the 
prisoners will be delivered to me, as under my instructions I have to 
remain here until a definite answer is obtained. I have been informed 
that there are C. S. prisoners at Ship Island and New Orleans in con- 
finement or on parole belonging to this department, and I will be much 
pleased to receive them. ; 

Whenever you will notify me of your readiness to deliver C. S. 
prisoners specified in our cartel, or others in your custody, I shall 
promptly order an equivalent number to be brought to our place of 
rendezvous; but under existing circumstances I doubt the propriety of 
paroling any of the U.S. prisoners now under my control. — ‘ 

I will avail myself of this opportunity to say that on a simple noti- 
fication from you of your readiness to deliver any given number, 
rank and file of C. S. prisoners, you will always find me ready at the 
appointed time with their equivalent. ; 

I have the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, your obedient 


t 
aos IG. SZYMANSKI 
Asst. Adjt. Gen. and Asst, Agent for Exchange, Trans-Miss. Dept. 
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[APRIL 17, 1865.—For Halleck to Thomas and Canby, authorizing 
them to give same terms to Confederate forces in the West and South 
as those given by Grant to Lee, see Series I, Vol. XLIX, Part I, pp. 
376, 383. ] 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., April 17, 1865. 


Maj. Gen. E. R. S. CANBY, 

Comdg. Military Division of West Mississippi, New Orleans, La.: 

GENERAL: The letter of Colonel Dwight, agent for exchange, Mili- 

tary Division of West Mississippi, in reference to forwarding prisoners 
of Marmaduke’s and Cabell’s commands for exchange, was 1eceived on 
the 27th ultimo, and I have the honor to inform you that orders have 
been given to commanders of prison camps in the West to forward to 
New Orleans all prisoners of war still in confinement who belong to the 
commands above referred to. Many of them have doubtless already 
been delivered for exchange at Varina, Va. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., April 18, 1865. 


Hon. SAMUEL GALLOWAY, 
Special Commissioner, Camp Ohase, Columbus, Ohio: 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 4th instant, replying to mine of the 29th ultimo, in reference to the 
application of Lewis H. Baker, private, Company ©, Gilmor’s Battalion 
Virginia [Maryland] Cavalry, a prisoner of war, for discharge. ‘lhe 
note upon which the action of the War Department was founded is in 
the following terms, viz: 


FEBRUARY 9, 1865. 

I have examined your brother’s case and recommended his release to the Secretary 
of War. To facilitate it you should employ some influential friend of the Govern- 
ment in Washington City to represent the case, as the business is so thorough and 
governed by strict rules that it takes personal application to succeed. My report is 
No. ‘rag which may be seen at L. C. Turner’s office, judge-advocate, War Depart- 
ment. 

Respectfully. 
SAM. GALLOWAY, 
Special Commissioner. 


This note was referred to this office by Major Turner, judge- 
advocate, with the following indorsement: 


MARCH 21, 1865. 
The report of Mr. Galloway, special commissioner, was referred to General Hoff- 


eal Commissary-General of Prisoners, February 15, 1865, for favorable considera- 
ion. 


L. C. TURNER, 
Judge- Advocate, 


The note came to this office without an address, but from your report 
(No. 1893) it appears to relate to the case of Lewis H. Baker, and with 
that report was laid before the War Department, whose action thereon 
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was communicated to you in my letter of the 29th ultimo. The note 
has the appearance of being genuine, but it may not be so, and I will 
be happy to lay it before you on your expected visit to this city, that 
you may decide the question. Your letter of the 4th instant seems to 
be addressed to me personally and not as a communication for the War 
Department, and I will therefore hold it until your arrival or till I 
hear from you. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


Hpagrs. SuPT. AND INSPECTOR OF MILITARY PRIsoNs, 
April 18, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. C. W. Davis, 
Assistant Provost-Marshal-General: 

Sir: [ have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
April 17, 1865: 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—good. Clothing—sufficient. Bedding 
—clean and sufficient. State of quarters—very clean. State of mess- 
houses—clean. State of kitchen—clean. Food, quality of—good. Food, 
quantity of—according to regulations. Water—plenty. Sinks—clean. 
Police of grounds—clean. Drainage—good. Police of hospital—very 
good. Attendance of sick—very good. Hospital diet—regulated by 
the medical department. General health of prisoners—improving. 
Vigilance of guard—good. 

Remarks and suggestions.—The prisoners of Myrtle Street Prison have 
all been sent to the Gratiot Street Prison. The buildings, yards, 
kitchens, and hospitals have been so arranged that both classes of 
prisoners—prisoners of war and local prisoners—are kept by themselves, 
and no intercourse is possible in any circumstance. The average amount 
of prisoners of war is 19, and of local prisoners 161. In my different 
inspections I found the prisons always in the best order and clean, and 
must express myself in a very satisfactory way of the management of 
Capt. R. C. Allen, the commander of the Gratiot Street Military Prison. 

Very respectfully, your obedieut servant, . 
L. F. FIX, 


Tieut. Col., Superintendent and Inspector of Military Prisons. 


Hpgrs. MILITARY DivIsION OF WEST MISSISSIPP:, 
OFFICE OF AGENT FOR EXCHANGE, 
New Orleans, La., April 19, 1865. 


Maj. Ia. SZYMANSKI, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen. and Assistant Agent of Hachange, 
Trans- Mississippi Department, C. S. Army: 

S1e: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi- 
cation of the 16th instant, and in reply have only to state that at 
present I have no prisoners in my possession belonging to Trans: Missis- 
sippi Department, either at Ship Island or here, but I have written to 
General Hitchcock and to the Commissary-General of Prisoners, and 
have requested that all Confederate prisoners confined in Northern 
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stations and belonging to the Trans-Mississippi Department be sent 
here for exchange without delay. I have also informed Major-General 
Canby of the facts and secured his co-operation. Allow me [to] assure 
you that no effort on my part shall be spared to consummate the 
exchange. I only await the return of General Hurlbut from Mobile, 
which in all probability will be to-morrow, to specify the time when a 
flag of truce will leave here for Red River, which I have every reason 
to believe will be the latter part of this week or the fore part of next. 

I much regret not to have it in my power at present to deliver any 
Confederate prisoners to you, but I have done all that was possible for 
me to do to effect an early exchange for all U.S. prisoners in your 
department. 

Hoping to be able soon to deliver those promised, 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. H. STERLING, 
Captain, First U. 8. Infty., Com. and Agent of Exchange, 
Military Division of West Mississippi. 


Hpqrs. MILITARY DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI, 
New Orleans, La., April 19, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN NEWTON, 
Comdg. District of Key West and Tortugas, Key West, Fla.: 
GENERAL: I am directed by the major-general commanding to inclose 
telegram to you from Lieut. Gen. U.S. Grant* with regard to exchange, 
and to inform you that no deviation can be made therefrom. The 
general authorizes you to receive any of our own prisoners that may 
be turned over to you by the rebels and receipt for them. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. H. DYER, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-Gencral. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF MISSISSIPPI, 
Vicksburg, Miss., April 19, 1865. 
Col. N.G. Warts and 


Lieut. Col. H. A. M. HENDERSON, | 
Agents of Hachange, 0. S. Army: 


Sirs: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your communica- 
tion of yesterday and to express my high appreciation of the honor- 
able sentiments it couveys.t 

There shall be, so far as devolves on me, no lessening of the courtesy 
and friendliness which have made our recent intercourse under flag of 
truce so entirely satisfactory. I am confident that the first natural 
outburst of passion over, all of my command will renew their hitherto 
kindly and respectful treatment of the agents of the Confederate 
Government whose duty leads them here. 


*See Halleck to Canby, February 16, Series I, Vol. XLVIII, Part I, p. 865. 

t Letter not found, but the following ‘‘brief” is taken from Dana’s letters-received 
book: ‘‘Express their sincere regrets occasioned by receipt of the painful intelli- 
gence of the assassination of. President Lincoln and Secretary Seward. States that 
no officer of the United States Government regrets more than they this cowardly 
assault upon these high officers of state, and the introduction of this tragical chapter 
into American history. Requests that the execution of the cartel shall proceed in 
such a manner that there shall be no impeachment of administration on either side.” 
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The unforeseen circumstances which have arisen may be expected to 
make some brief delay in the progress of the exchange business, but 
not to give rise to any imputation of breach of faith. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
N. J. T. DANA, 
Major-General, 


Hpqrs. ARMY AND DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI, 
Mobile, Ala., April 19, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. RICHARD Taytor, ©. S. Army, 
Comdg. Dept. of Ala., Miss., and East La., Meridian, Miss.: 

Str: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi- 
cation of the 14th instant in relation to the exchange of prisoners cap- 
tured in the operations near this city, and to state in reply that under 
the instructions of Lieutenant-General Grant I have considered that 
the question of exchange of all classes of prisoners was concluded and 
settled by his agreement with General Lee. Under that agreement I 
have delivered, and am delivering, all the Confederate prisoners of 
war that were within my immediate control, and have been notitied by 
the general commissioner of exchange that the prisoners heretofore 
captured within the limits of my command and sent to the North would 
either be sent to me for delivery or would be delivered at some other 
point more convenient to the depot at which they were confined. There 
will be no delay in sending to Vicksburg the prisoners captured in this 
vicinity, except that occasioned by the preparation of the necessary 
rolls, and I presume that the first detachments have already léft New 
Orleans on their way up the river. If the number that has been or 
may be delivered at Vicksburg should be in excess of the number now 
held by you, the balance will be turned over to your agent, requiring 
only that they should be paroled not to serve until duly exchanged, or 
until released from the obligations of their parole by the authority of 
the Government of the United States.* 

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
ED. R. S. CANBY, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[APRIL 19-May 27, 1865.—¥or correspondence, &c., relating to 
negotiations for the surrender of the Confederate forces in the Traus- 
Mississippi Department, see Series I, Vol. XLVIII, Parts I and II.| 


GREENSBOROUGH, April 19, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. B. T. JOHNSON, Commanding : 


If the arsenal is a Confederate one you must hold the property and 


t to me by telegraph what that property is. 
Re ciolamlg jin . J. KE, JOHNSTON, 


[APRIL 19, 1865.] 
General JosEPH E. JOHNSTON, Greensborough: 


The arsenal is Confederate property. Captain Brenizer, the officer 
in charge, was distributing iron and other property to his workmen in 


*For reply see Taylor to Canby, April 22, 1865, Series I, Vol. XLIX, Part II, 
p. 440. 
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lieu of pay. The owner, who had rented the property to the Govern- 
ment, had attached the personal effects for his rent. I arrested him 
and took the property from the sheriff, but learning that the ordnance 
people were thus helping themselves I declined to interfere with the 
civil authorities. Shall I take possession of everything, taking it from 


heriff? 
sai tess BRADLEY T. JOHNSON, 
Brigadier-General. 


GREENSBOROUGH, April 19, 1865. 
General BRADLEY T. JOHNSON: 
Is any one at Salisbury in charge of Federal prisoners? I have 200 


t headquarters that I wish to dispose of. Please answer at once. 
pa : R E. J. HARVIE. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington City, April 20, 1865. 
President JOHNSON: 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon. Mr. Stewart, Senator from Nevada, and 
son-in-law of Governor Foote, desires to have him released from im- 
prisonment on his giving his parole not to go south of the Ohio River. 
Have you any objection to his release on these terms? If not, please 
write the word “approved” with your signature under this note and 
return it by the bearer. 

With respect, your obedient servant, 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
Tallahassee, Fla., April 20, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN NEWTON, 
Comdg. District of Key West and Tortugas, Key West, Fla.: 

GENERAL: An answer to your letter of 28th ultimo has been delayed 
by my absence from this place when it was received. In reply to your 
questions regarding the treatment of prisoners of war in my hands I 
have to say that I have invariably treated all prisoners of war in 
accordance with the usages of civilized warfare. When Lieutenant 
Wilson of the U.S. service and his party were captured two or three 
private soldiers of our service applied to him some harsh and abusive 
language and were promptly arrested for it by the officer to whom the 
lieutenant had surrendered. I have inquired of the officer immediately 
in command of our cavalry on the occasion you refer to as to the mur- 
dering of certain wounded prisoners, and he assures me that there is 
no truth whatever in the report that has reached you, and I have no 
hesitation in confirming his statement. 

In reply to your inquiry whether Strickland and another enlisted 
man of the Second Florida Cavalry (United States) have been put to 
death by your (my) authority after capture, and for what cause, I have 
to say that a man named Strickland and another named Brannan, who 

aid they belonged to the Second Florida Cavalry, in the service of the 
United States, were captured in an attempt to burn a railroad bridge. 
They were both recognized as deserters from the C. S. service. It was 
proved before a general court-martial, and they acknowledged that 
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they were so. If they are the men you refer to I presume you were 
not aware that they were deserters from our service or you would not 
have made the inquiry. I certainly do not feel called on to account to 
you for the disposition made of deserters from our service. 

I shall be glad to hear from you when you have received instructions 
from Major-General Canby in regard to the exchange of prisoners. 

I am, respectfully, &c., 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


LITTLE Rock, ARK., April 20, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, Chief of Staff: 

There are nearly 300 prisoners of war confined here, about two-thirds 
of whom have heretofore applied to take the amnesty oath, and of 
course would not be sent South when exchanged. The remainder have 
now applied to be released on parole, believing the cause of the rebel- 
lion kopeless. What shall be done with them? A few desperate char- 
acters should be retained in prison. 

J. J. REYNOLDS, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


CHARLOTTE, April 20, 1865. 
General B. T. JOHNSON: 

Iam informed that a Mr. Shepperson has sued out an attachment 
against the ordnance property at your post on some claim against the 
bureau for rent. The proceeding is so extraordinary that I can hardly 
realize it. If it be true, you will not permit the property of the Gov- 
ernment to be seized or its control by proper officers to be interfered 


with. 
JEFR’N DAVIS. 


GREENSBOROUGH, April 20, 1865. 
Brigadier-General JOHNSON: 
You are distinctly ordered to hold the Confederate arsenal and 


property. Hold them against ordnance and others. 
J. E. JOHNSTON. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington City, April 21, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. GEoRGE H. THomAs, Nashville, Tenn. : 

You are directed to arrest Mrs. General Ewell, who is reported to be 
in Nashville, and cause her to be removed immediately to Saint Louis, 
and enjoined to remain there until further orders. You will please 
investigate and report to this Department the circumstances under 
which Mr. Overton, of Nashville, took or pretended to take the oath of 
amnesty prescribed by President Lincoln’s proclamation. Have all 
the facts carefully detailed, especially in respect to the time when said 
oath was taken, by whom it was administered, and all the circumstances 
connected with it, and make speedy report to this Department. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 
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37 BLEECKER STREET, New York City, April 21, 1865. 
COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, Washington, D. C.: 
GENERAL: A telegraph addressed to General Paine, whom I have 
relieved, asking him to notify General Beall of the fact that 6,000 
rebel prisoners had arrived at Newport News needing supplies, was 
duly received. In reply I have the honor to state that I am informed 
by General Beall that [owing to] the late fall in the price of cotton, 
&c., his funds are too much reduced to render material assistance. 
He refers to a request made by Mr. Ould that the number of bales for- 
warded be permitted to be increased to 1,500, which if complied with 
would enable him to increase the supplies. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. O. TYLER, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hp@Rs. NORTHERN DEPARTMENT, 
No. 30. Cincinnati, Ohio, April 21, 1865. 


I. Before a military commission, which convened at Cincinnati, Ohio, 
January 11, 1865, pursuant to Special Orders, No. 278, series of 1864, 
and Nos. 4 and 8, current series, from these headquarters, and of which 
Col. Charles D. Murray, Eighty-ninth Regiment Indiana Volunteer 
Infantry, is president, were arraigned and tried— 


Charles Walsh, Buckner 8. Morris, Vincent Marmaduke, and R. T. Semmes, 
citizens. 


CHARGE I: Conspiring, in violation of the laws of war, to release the rebel pris- 
oners of war confined by authority of the United States at Camp Douglas, near 
Chicago, Ill. 

Specification.—In this, that they, the said Charles Walsh, Buckner 8. Morris, 
Vincent Marmaduke, R. T. Semmes, Charles Travis Daniel, George E. Cantril, 
G. St. Leger Grenfel, and Benjamin M. Anderson, did unlawfully and secretly con- 
spire and agree among themselves, and with one Captain Hines, so called, alias 
Doctor Hunter, of the Confederate Army, and others, in violation of the laws of war, 
to release the rebel prisoners of war then confined by authority of the United States 
at Camp Douglas, near Chicago, Ill., numbering between 8,000 and 9,000 persons, 
by suddenly attacking said camp on or about the evening of the 8th of November, 
anno Domini 1864, with a large number of armed men, overpowering the guard and 
forces then and there stationed and on duty, seizing the cannon and arms in the 
possession of said guard and forces for the purpose of guarding and defending said 
camp, forcibly opening the gates of said prison camp and removing all obstructions 
to the successful escape of said prisoners confined within its limits. This, at or near 
Chicago, in the State ot Illinois, within the military lines and the theater of mili- 
tary operations of the Army of the United States, at a period of war and armed 
rebellion against the authority of the United States, and on or about the Ist day of 
November, anno Domini 1864. 

CuarGE II: Conspiring, in violation of the laws of war, to lay waste and destroy 
the city of Chicago, Ill. 

Specification.—In this, that they, the said Charles Walsh, Buckner S. Morris, Vin- 
cent Marmaduke, R. T. Semmes, Charles Travis Daniel, George E. Cantril, G. St. 
Leger Grenfel, and Benjamin M. Anderson, did unlawfully and secretly conspire 
and agree among themselves, and with one Captain Hines, so called, alias Doctor 
Hunter, of the Confederate Army, and others, in violation of the laws of war, to lay 
waste and destroy, on or about the evening of the 8th of November, anno Domini 
1864, the city of Chicago, Ill., by capturing the arsenal in said city, cutting the 
telegraph wires, burning the railroad depots, taking forcible possession of the banks 
and public buildings, and leaving the city to be sacked, pillaged, and burned by the 
rebel prisoners of war confined at Camp Douglas, near Chicago, Ill., which prisoners 
were to be forcibly released by them on or about the dateabove mentioned. This, at 
or near Chicago, in the State of Illinois, within the military lines and the theater of 
military operations of the Army of the United States, at a period of war and armed. 
rebellion against the authority of the United States, and on or about the 1st day of 
November, anno Domini 1864. 

To which each of the accused pleaded not guilty. 
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FINDING OF THE COMMISSION. 


The commission, after mature deliberation on the evidence adduced, find the 
accused, Buckner S. Morris, as follows: 

Of the specification, first charge, not guilty. 

Of the first charge, not guilty. 

Of the specification, second charge, not guilty. 

Of the second charge, not guilty. 

And the commission do, therefore, acquit him, the said Buckner 8. Morris. 


FINDING AND SENTENCE, 


The commission, after mature deliberation on the evidence adduced, find the 
accused, Charles Walsh, as follows: 

Of the specification, first charge, guilty. 

Of the first charge, guilty. 

Of the specification, second charge, guilty. 

Of the second charge, guilty. 

And the commission do, therefore, sentence him, Charles Walsh, to be imprisoned 
for the term of five years, at such place as the commanding general may direct, said 
imprisonment to date from the 7th day of November, 1864. 


FINDING AND SENTENCE. 


The commission, after mature deliberation on the evidence adduced, find the 
accused, R. ‘Il’. Semmes, as follows: 

Of the specification, first charge, guilty. 

Of the first charge, guilty. 

Of the specification, second charge, guilty. 

Of the second charge, guilty. 

And the commission do, therefore, sentence him, the said R. T. Semmes, to be 
imprisoned at hard labor at such place as the commanding general may direct for the 
term of three years. 


FINDING OF THE COMMISSION. 


The commissivn, after mature deliberation on the evidence adduced, find the 
accused, Vincent Marmaduke, as follows: 

Of the specification, first charge, not guilty. 

Of the first charge, not guilty. 

Of the specification, second charge, not guilty. 

Of the second charge, not guilty. 

And the commission do, therefore, acquit him, the said Vincent Marmaduke. 


II. The proceedings, finding, and sentences in the foregoing cases of 
Charles Walsh, Buckner 8. Morris, Vincent Marmaduke, and Richard 
T. Semmes, are approved and confirmed. The penitentiary at Colum- 
bus, Ohio, is designated as the place of confinement of the prisoners 
Charles Walsh and Richard T. Semmes. The post commandant of 
Cincinnati, Ohio, is charged with their immediate removal and delivery 
to the officer in charge of the said penitentiary. The prisoner, Buckner 
S. Morris, will be released upon taking the oath of allegiance. The 
prisoner, Vincent Marmaduke, having been acquitted, has been released 
upon taking the oath of allegiance. 

Ill. The military commission, of which Col. C. D. Murray, Eighty- 
ninth Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, is president, is hereby 
dissolved.* 

By command of Major-General Hooker: 

O. H. HART, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* For proceedings of the military commission before which these cases were tried, 
see Executive Document No. 50, House of Representatives, Thirty-ninth Congress, 
second session. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington City, April 22, 1865. 


Maj. Gen. JoHN A. Dix, ; 
Commanding Department of the East, New York City: 
You are authorized to release Governor Henry S. Foote from imprison- 
ment upon his giving his parole that he will not go south of New 
York City, and that he will report to you every forty-eight hours until 


further order. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., April 22, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. BE. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Commissioner for Exchange, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: Upon an examination of the records of this office it is 
found that since the 25th of November, 1864, there have been delivered 
to the rebel agent for exchange, when reduced to privates, 35,578 pris- 
oners of war, which, added to the 9,000 which I am informed by the 
chief of staff of the lientenant-general commanding the rebel authori- 
ties admit were due us on exchanges declared by them in 1863, makes 
44,578 privates. In the same period we have received at different 
places equal to 43,228 privates, which leaves a balance in our favor of 
1,350 privates. The above figures are only an approximation, as no 
exact reports of prisoners received or delivered have been made to this 
office. Of the paroled prisoners recently received at Vicksburg only a 
telegraphic notice has been received, but the calculation cannot be very 
far from accurate, and all Federal prisoners now on parole may be 
declared exchanged, a like declaration being made of the exchange of 
all rebel prisoners delivered by General Mulford at Varina. 

By a communication referred to this office from Major-General Gill- 
more it appears that about 5,000 Federal prisoners are to be, or have 
been, delivered on parole at Darien, Ga. For these*equivalents may be 
delivered from the Western camps through our lines at Vicksburg, or 
they may be sent from Fort Delaware to Savannah to be delivered at 
Darien, and when these deliveries are completed a declaration of 
exchange may be made. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. 8. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


{Indorsement. } 


° APRIL 24, 1865. 

Upon the report within I recommend that an order of declaration of 
exchange may be made extending to all prisoners of war received by 
Federal officers to include the 22d of April, 1865, except those who may 
have been delivered at Darien, Ga. 

At another time the account for the Darien deliveries may be settled 
and duly declared. Meantime it is important to release the numerous 
prisoners waiting at parole camps. 

If the order shall be issued General Hoffman will communicate it to 
the rebel authorities as usual. 

KE. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General of Volunteers, Commissioner for Exchange. 
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[APRIL 22, 1865.—For Jones to Vogdes, proposing the delivery of 
prisoners of war within Union lines, and resulting correspondence, see 
Series I, Vol. XLVII, Part ILI, pp. 284, 290, 292, 343, 344, 370, 378. ] 


HEADQUARTERS U.S. MiniTary Prison, 
Newport News, Va., April 23, 1865. 
Col. J. Ham DAvIDSON, Commanding Post, Newport News, Va.: 


Str: [have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week end- 
ing April 22, 1865: 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—good. Clothing—good. Bedding— 
sufficient. State of quarters—good. State of mess-houses—none. 
State of kitchen—good. Food, quality of—good. Food, quantity of— 
issued per General Orders, No. 1, Office of Commissary-General of Pris- 
oners. Water—good. Sinks—temporary ones in use, permanent ones 
in preparation. Police of grounds—good. Drainage—good. Police 
of hospital—hospital not finished. Attendance of sick—average 140 
each day. Hospital diet—none issued as such. General health of 
prisoners—good. Vigilance of guard—good. 

Remarks and suggestions.—The ground inclosed comprises twenty-five 
acres, inclosed by a fence twelve feet high, inside of which is a railing 
twenty feet from the fence, which prisoners are not allowed to pass. 
Outside of the fence a gallery has been erected for the sentinels, from 
which they can observe who approaches the railing and also any unusual 
disturbance among the prisoners. The hospital is now building and 
will be finished in a few days. Wells have been sunk, which will give 
a full supply of water. It will not be necessary to erect mess-houses. 
A detail is made each morning from the prisoners for the purpose of 
policing the grounds. Personal cleanliness is very good, with but few 
exceptions. The present sinks are but temporary. In two or three 
days sinks of a permanent character will be in use. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN HAROLD, 
Second Lieut., 122d U. 8. Colored Troops, and Insp. Officer. 


[Indorsement.] 


The condition of the prison camp is improving daily and within the 
short time during which they have been at this post great improve- 
ments have been made. A few days more will place the prison in a 
good condition. As strict discipline has been enforced as was possible 
in the unorganized condition in which the prisoners were when received 
at this post. Prison rules have been published to all detachments upon 
their arrival and the written and printed instructions complied with as 
far as possible. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissary-General of Prisoners. 

J. HAM DAVIDSON, 
Colonel 122d U.S. Colored Troops, Commanding Post. 


BALTIMORE, April 23, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant General, Washington City: 

I have about 100 rebel officers and enlisted men (paroled prisoners of 
Lee’s army) under guard here. They have no money or means of 
getting away. Shall I furnish them transportation to Fort Monroe? 

LEW. WALLACE, 
Major-General, Commanding Department. 
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U.S. Mrzitary Prison, Indianapolis, Ind., April 23, 1865. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. A. A. STEVENS, Commanding Camp Morton: 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
April 22, 1865: < 

Conduct—very good. Cleanliness—good. Clothing—ordinary. Bed- 
ding—good. Stateofquarters—good. State ofkitchen—good. Food, 
quality of—first class. Food, quantity of—sufticient. Water—good 
and sufficient. Sinks—sufficient and kept thoroughly cleaused. Police 
of grounds—thorough. Drainage—complete. Police of hospital— 
thorough. Attendance of sick—very good. Hospital diet—first class. 
General health of prisoners—very good. Vigilance of guard—very 
strict. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. W. DAVIDSON, 
First Lieut. Co. D, Fifth Regt. Vet. Reserve Corps, Insp. Officer. 


HDQRS. MILITARY DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI, 
New Orleans, La., April 23, 1865. 
Capt. C. H. DYER, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Military Division of West Mississippi: 

Str: I have the honor to inclose to you a list* of blockade-runners 
confined at Forts Lafayette and Warren, handed me by Major Szyman- 
ski, assistant adjutant-general and assistant agent of exchange, Traus- 
Mississippi Department, who desires to exchange for them steam-boat 
captains or pilots now held as prisoners at Camp Ford, Tyler, Tex. I 
therefore request that these men specified in the foregoing list may be 
sent for in order to effect the exchange. I would add that there are 
many steam-boat men, such as captains, pilots, engineers, &c., held as 
prisoners at Camp Ford for whom we have no other equivalents than 
blockade-runners. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. STERLING, 
Captain, First U. 8. Infantry, Agent of Exchange. 


APRIL 24, 1865.—For General Orders, No. 73, War Department, 
Adjutant-General’s Office, publishing the opinion of the Attorney-Gen- 
eral of April 22, 1865, upon questions growing out of the capitulation of 
_ is) of Northern Virginia, see Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part III, 
p. 918, 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND, 
April 24, 1865. 
Mrs. R. S. EWELL, Nashville, Tenn.: 
Mapam: Acknowledging the receipt of your communication of the 
23d instant, I take this occasion to submit for your information the 
annexed copies of telegrams sent to and received from Washington, 
having special reference to your presence here and directing your early 


* Omitted. 
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a to Saint Louis. The following dispatch was received April 21, 
WASHINGTON, April 21, 1865—3.45 p.m. 
Maj. Gen. GEorGE H. THomas: Pa ‘ J 


You are directed to arrest Mrs. General Ewell, who is reported to be in Nashville, 
and cause her to be removed immediately to Saint Louis, and enjoined to remain 
there until further orders. 


E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


Immediately upon the receipt of your letter of the 23d instant I for- 
warded the following dispatch to the Honorable Secretary of War, 
receiving in reply the telegram immediately succeeding: 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND, 
Nashville, Tenn., April 23, 1865—5 p.m. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Washington, D.C.: 

Mrs. R. S. Ewell has just reported to me in writing that being permitted by the 
President to take the amnesty oath, on the 23d of March she appeared before Lieut. 
George H. Richardson, assistant provost-marshal-general, Department of the Mis- 
souri, at Saint Louis, and subscribed to the oath; and believing she had under that 
amnesty the right to come to this place quietly and attend to the management of 
her private affairs, she left Saint Louis on the 31st of March, and came for that pur- 
pose. Having nearly completed the arrangement of her business, she had intended 
to return to Saint Louis early next week, quietly and inoffensively. Since taking 
the oath of amnesty she claims to have conducted herself as becomes a loyal citizen 
of the United States, and also as a woman under personal obligations to Mr. Lincoln, 
and therefore that she had the right to return to Saint Louis without military 
surveillance, binding herself to report as soon as practicable after reaching Saint 
Louis to the commanding officer at that place. I respectfully recommend that she 
be permitted to remain in Nashville until next Saturday, or the following Tuesday, 
and then be permitted to return to Saint Louis free from military surveillance 
eu route. 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Major-General, U.S. Army, Commanding. 


Reply. 
WASHINGTON, April 23, 1865. 
Major-General THoMas: 

You will please execute the order heretofore given in reference to Mrs. General 
Ewell, without regard to her representations and without unnecessary delay. Please 
acknowledge this telegram and report your action. 

E, M. STANTON, 


Secretary of War. 


You will readily perceive from the foregoing copies of telegrams that 
it is made incumbent upon me to direct your return to Saint Louis at 
an early day, and in order that you may be subjected to as little incon- 
venience and annoyance as possible while en route, I have directed one 
of the officers of my staff to accompany you to Saint Louis. 

I am, madam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Major-General, U. S. Army, Commanding. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D, 0., April 25, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. E. R. S. CANBY, 
Comdg. Military Division of West Mississippi, New Orleans, La. : 
GENERAL: Referring to my letter of the 17th instant, relative to 
prisoners captured in the Trans-Mississippi Department who have been 
forwarded for exchange, I have the honor to inform you that those 
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captured at Helena, Ark., July 4, 1863, and by the forces of Major- 
General Steele in the Department of Arkansas prior to July 28, 1864, 
have been sent forward, amounting to some 200 in all. Orders will 
at once be given to send forward enough men to make up the balance 
of deliveries now against us, which is stated by Col. C. C. Dwight in 
letter of the 14th ultimo to be the equivalent of 480 privates; 1,600 addi- 
tional will also be sent to be exchanged for other Union prisoners 
stated to be still in rebel hands, in letter of Capt. W. H. Sterling, 
commissioner and agent for exchange, dated April 14, 1865, it being 
the intention not to leave our Federal prisoners west of the Mississippi 
in the hands of the rebels. As far as possible the men belonging to 
the commands of Generals Marmaduke and Cabell will be sent, but 
some of these, together with other prisoners captured in Arkansas, 
have been released or delivered to the rebel authorities at Varina, Va., 
while some refuse to be sent South for exchange and are applicants to 
take the oath of allegiance. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


[APRIL 25, 1865.—For Cobb to Wilson, Wilson to Wayne, and Wil- 
son’s Special Field Orders, No. 25, relating to paroles of Confederate 
prisoners, &c., see Series I, Vol. XLIX, Part II, pp. 461, 462. | 


HEADQUARTERS DEPOT PRISONERS OF WAR, 
Newport News, Va., April 25, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. C.: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to transmit the proceedings of a board 
ordered to investigate the circumstances connected with the shooting 
of prisoners of war at this camp. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. HAM DAVIDSON, 
Colonel, Commanding Depot Prisoners of War. 


{Inclosure.] 


Proceedings of a board which convened at the prison camp, Newport 
News, Va., by virtue of the following order: 


SPECIAL ORDERS, : HEADQUARTERS Post, 
No. 12. Newport News, Va., April 21, 1865. 
* * * * * * * 

II. A board, to consist of the following-named officers, viz: Maj. A. A. Monroe, One 
hundred and twenty-second Regiment U.S. Colored Troops; Capt. W. H. Collins, 
First U. 8. Colored Cavalry; First Lieut. John Anderson, Battery B, Second U.S. 
Colored Light Artillery, will meet at the prison office at 3p. m. of this day, or as 
soon thereafter as practicable, to investigate and report the circumstances attending 
the shooting of prisoner of war Thomas M. Tyree, private, Company D, Nineteenth 
Battalion Virginia Heavy Artillery, on the night of April 20, 1865, by the prison 
guard. The ner member of the board will record the proceedings. 

By order of J. Ham Davidson, colonel, commanding post: 

CHARLES R. STUART, 
First Lieutenant and Post Adjutant. 
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The Board met pursuant to the above order, all the officers present, 
and proceeded to business by an examination of the following witnesses, 
who, having been duly sworn according to law, do testify as follows: 

Testimony of Capt. A. D. Clark, of Company D, One hundred and 
twenty-second Regiment U. 8. Colored Troops: 


I was officer of the day and was passing through the prison camp in company with 
the officer of the guard on the night of the 20th of April, 1865; heard the sentinel on 
post No, 47 hail in the following manner: ‘‘Halt! You had better halt! God damn 
you, halt!” In about ten seconds heard three shots fired in rapid succession. I 
then took a relief around to the sentinels on posts Nos. 46, 47, and 48; was informed 
by the sentinels that they had shot at a prisoner and that he had gone in the direc- 
tion of the camp. I then returned with the relief and went to where I heard the 
wounded man was, sent for the surgeon, and had the wounded prisoner removed to 
the hospital. A short time previous to the shooting of the prisoner I heard a shot 
fired. I went to learn the cause; found it to have been fired by the sentinel on post 
47; found the sentinel reloading his piece and two prisoners standing within eight 
or ten feet of him. I asked the prisoners what they were doing there; received 
noreply. I then ordered them to go away from there. They did not obey until I 
drew my saber on them and compelled them to do so. 


Testimony of Second Lieut. George B. Everett, Company A, Second 
U.S. Colored Cavalry: 


I was officer of the guard on the night of the 20th of April, 1865. I gave the sen- 
tinels on post orders to hail and halt all persons approaching their posts, aid if they 
did not halt after being hailed twice, tofireat them. I also gave the sentinels orders 
not to allow any persons to approach his post nearer than fifteen paces without being 
satistied who they were. I was passing through the camp in company with the offi- 
cer of the day on the night of the 20th of April, 1865, when I heard the sentinel on 
post No. 47 hailas follows: “Halt! You had better halt! Goddamn you, halt!” In 
a few seconds after I heard three shots fired in rapid succession. I went immediately 
to the guard-house and turned out a relief; left one-half of the relief at the guard- 
honse and took the other half around with me to post 47. Was told by John Gains, 
the sentinel on the post, that a man approached his post and that he, the sentinel, 
hailed him three times, when, failing to halt, he firedathim. Thesentinels on posts 
46 and 48 also told me that they fired at the man. I then went to the prison camp 
and found that one of the prisoners had been wounded. The officer of the day sent 
for the surgeon and had the man sent to the hospital. 


Testimony of Private John Gains, Company D, One hundred and 
twenty-second U.S. Colored Troops: 


I was posted as a sentinel on post No. 47 of the prison camp on the night of the 
20th of April, 1865. I received orders to halt all persons approaching my post. 
While on post I saw a prisoner running toward my post. There were ten or fifteen 
other prisoners close behind him. I ordered him to halt. He did not do so, but 
turned away from me. I then shot at him. I feel certain that the man I shot at was 
trying to escape. 


Testimony of Private Jack Eubanks, Company D, One hundred and 
twenty-second Regiment U. 8. Colored Troops: 


Was on post in the prison camp on the night of the 20th of April, 1865. During 
the night several of the prisoners approached my post as if trying to escape. I 
halted them and ordered them back to camp. I saw aman run from post No. 47 and 
I saw three or four more men behind him. They alsoran. I saw John Gains fire his 
gun. J also fired my gun; don’t know whether I shot any person or not. I took aim 
at the crowd. I received orders from the officer of the guard to halt all persons 
approaching my post, and if they did not halt when ordered, to shoot at them. 


Testimony of Private Lewis Burris, Company D, One Hundred and 
twenty-second Regiment U. 8. Colored Troops: 


I was on post No. 48 in the prison camp on the night of the 20th of April, 1865. I 
received orders from the officer of the guard to hail all persons approaching my post 
and to halt them within ten paces, and if they did not halt, to shoot them. During 
the time I was on post the prisoners kept coming close up to post No. 47, where 
John Gains was posted. I told them to keep away; that I did not want to hurt 
them. ] saw aman running toward John Gains’ post and there were at least five or 
six behind him running also; heard John Gains order him to halt several times. 
He did not halt, but kept approaching his post. I then saw Gains shoot at him. I 
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then shot at him, but before shooting ordered him to halt; he did not do so. I did 
not hear him say anything before he wasshot. I think that the man that was shot 
was trying to escape. 

Testimony of Prisoner of War Thomas M. Tyree, private, Company D, 
Nineteenth Battalion Virginia Heavy Artillery: 

On the night of the 26th of April, 1865, I was going to the sink, when the sentinel 
hailed me several times and ordered me to halt. I did not know at first that he was 
hailing me. I halted when ordered. The sentinel told me to come up to him. I 
did so, and when within fifteen paces of him he ordered me to halt again. T halted. 
He then asked me what I wanted. I told him that I had the diarrhea and was 
going to do a job. The sentinel said it was a damned lie; that I did not want to 
shit. He then shot me. I was also shot by the sentinel on each side of me. 


Respectfully submitted. 
A. A. MONROE, 
Major 122d U. 8. Colored Troops, President of the Board, 
W. H. COLLINS, 
Captain, First U. 8. Colored Cavalry. 
JOHN ANDERSON, 
First Lieut., Batty. B, Second U. 8. Colored Light Arty., Recorder. 


The board next proceeded to investigate the circumstances attend- 
ing the shooting of prisoner of war William Carr Raines, by virtue of 
the following order: 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ; HEADQUARTERS POST, 
No. 14. Newport News, Va., April 23, 1865. 


I. The board of officers convened at the prison office this post, by Special Orders, 
No. 12, paragraph IJ, headquarters post, Newport News, Va., April 21, 1865, will 
also, a8 soon as practicable, investigate and report the circumstances attending the 
shooting of prisoner of war William Carr Raines, private, Company I, Fifty-fourth 
North Carolina, on the 22d day of April, 1865, by the prison guard. 

* * * * 


* * * 


By order of J. Ham. Davidson, colonel, commanding post: 

CHARLES R. STUART, 
First Lieutenant and Post Adjutant. 

Prisoner of war J. G. Brown, Company A, Eighteenth Georgia, hav- 
ing been duly sworn according to law, states as follows: 

On the 22d of April, 1865, I was looking at one of the prison guard. He appeared 
to be cleaning the lock of his gun; heard the gun go off. I believe the gun went off 
accidentally. 

Prisoner of war T. E. Kerner, private, Fifty-fourth North Carolina, 
having been duly sworn according to law, states that he was in the 
tent with prisoner of war William Carr Raines when he was shot. The 
ball came through the tent and hit him in the arm. The person that 
fired the gun could not have seen him. I am satisfied that he was shot 
accidentally. 

Respectfully submitted. 

A. A. MONROE, 
Major 122d U. 8. Colored Troops, President of the Board. 
W. H. COLLINS, 
Captain, First U. 8. Colored Cavalry. 
b JOHN ANDERSON, 
First Ineut., Batty. B, Second U. 8. Colored Light Arty., Recorder. 


GENERAL ORDERS, HpqQrs. MIDDLE DEPARTMENT, 
EIcHTH ARMY CORPS, 
No. 87. Baltimore, Md., April 25, 1865. 


The following extract from General Orders, No. 83, current series, from 
these headquarters, viz, ‘‘ Prisoners of war (rebels) paroled to return 
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to their homes to await exchange will not be permitted to remain in 
this department unless their former residence is within its limits,” is 
hereby amended to conform to the provisions of that portion of the 
opinion of the Hon. James Speed, Attorney-General of the United 
States, as promulgated in paragraph I, General Orders, No. 73, War 
Department, Adjutant-General’s Office, April 24, 1865, which is as 
follows: 

That the rebel officers who surrendered to General Grant have no homes within 
the loyal States and have no right to come to places which were their homes prior 
to their going into the rebellion. 

Commanding officers of districts and posts and all provost-marshals 
in this department are hereby directed to carefully and vigorously exe- 
cute the general orders referred to in this order. 

All rebel officers, soldiers, and citizens discovered in this department 
in violation of any of the provisions of said general orders must be 
immediately arrested and held in confinement and a report in each case 
made to these headquarters, when they will be disposed of as may be 
directed hereafter by the General Government at Washington. 

By command of Major-General Wallace: 

SAMUEL B. LAWRENCE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., April 25, 1865. 
Col. T. INGRAHAM, 
Pro. Mar. Gen., Defenses North of the Potomac, Washington, D. C.: 
CGLONEL: I am directed by the Commissary-General of Prisoners 
to inform you that Maj. J. B. Castleman and Lieut. William E. Mun- 
ford, prisoners of war, have been ordered to be sent from Point Lookout 
to the Old Capitol Prison, in this city, where they will be retained to 
be tried as spies. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. T. HARTZ, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


(Copy to Bvt. Col. H. L. Burnett, judge-advocate, Washington, D. C.) 


Hpgrs. MILITARY DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI, 
New Orleans, La., April 25, 1865, 
Lieut. Gen. E. K. SmitTx, 
Commanding Trans-Mississippi Department, Shreveport : 

GENERAL: I find upon my return to this city that there appears to 
be some misunderstanding upon the subject of exchanges under the 
arrangement made by Lieutenant-General Grant and General Lee. This 
arrangement I understand to embrace all prisoners of war held by either 
party, and also all prisoners held in close confinement against whom 
there are no serious charges, and all citizens whose homes are within 
the lines of either army. Under this arrangement I have been deliver- 
ing all prisoners who are within my immediate control, and have been 
notified by the general commissioner of exchange, in reply to my appli- 
cation, that all Confederate prisoners of war from the Trans-Mississippi 
Department would either be sent to me for delivery or would be 
delivered at points more convenient to the depots at the North at 
which they are confined. I believe that under this arrangement the 
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prisoners captured in Missouri and Arkansas have already been deliv- 
ered, and that they furnish more than an equivalent for those now held 
by you. Under the instructions of General Grant I am now delivering 
prisoners without waiting for equivalents, and if the number delivered 
should be in excess of the number held by the Confederate authorities, 
will only require that this excess should be paroled until duly exchanged. 
I transmit for your consideration copies of several papers on this sub- 
ject, and suggest that you will give orders conforming to them, which 
Ihave given in relation to Confederate prisoners of war under my 
control. 
Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
; ED. R. 8S. CANBY, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


SALISBURY, [April] 25, 1865. 
Brigadier-General RUGGLES: 

There are forty-two Federal prisoners here, some of whom came in 
themselves with paroles, out of rations. Cannot they be sent to Gen- 
eral Sherman for exchange? 

BRADLEY T. JOHNSON, 
Brigadier- General. 


CHARLOTTE, N.C., April 25, 1865. 
Brigadier-General RUGGLES, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Charlotte, N. C.: 

Str: In obedience to your order I submit the following statement: 
The property belonging to prisoners was sent by railroad from Rich- 
mond to Danville, and was left there upon the evacuation of that place 
as I did not know where it was stored; that the money was to have 
been sent, along with the other valuables, in charge of my clerk, but 
he failed to report to me and I brought it in an ambulance as far as 
Ca Ira, Cumberland County, Va. At this place there was a probability 
of being intercepted by the enemy, and Maj. I. H. Carrington deemed 
it best to divide the risk and took charge of $670.50 in gold and $5,400 
in greenbacks. I brought the remainder to Danville, and as that place 
was reported to be surrounded by the enemy, Major Carrington took 
charge of about $2,500 in U.S. currency and bank notes. I have left 
in my possession about $674 in bank notes, $362 in greenbacks, and 
$400 in U.S. postal currency, and $13,006 in ©. 8. old issue. I cannot 
say without my books that all the gold belonged to prisoners, as I had 
some funds in my charge belonging to the effects of deceased soldiers. 
I have learned since leaving Danville that the chest of valuables, con- 
taining also the books and papers relating to prisoners’ funds, was in a 
house with Major Bentley’s stores and that he turned everything over 
to the civil authorities. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. MORFIT, 
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } WAR DEPT., ADJT. GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
No. 75. Washington, April 26, 1865. 
Hachange of prisoners of war. 


I, All prisoners of war delivered on parole to Federal officers east 
of the Mississippi River, to include the 22d day of April, 1865, except 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION AND CONFEDERATE. 513 


those who may have been delivered at Darien, Ga., are hereby declared 
duly exchanged. 
‘of Commanders of parole camps will forward exchanged officers and 
men to the armies to which they belong with as little delay as possible. 
By order of the Secretary of War: 
W. A. NICHOLS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[APRIL 26, 1865.—For terms of military convention between Sher- 
man and Johnston, see Series I, Vol. XLVII, Part III, pp. 313, 482.] 


[APRIL 26, 1865.—For tabular statement of officers and men of the 
Confederate Army paroled at Greensborough, N. C., and other points, in 
accordance with the military convention of April 26, 1865, see Series I, 
Vol. XLVI, Part I, p. 1066.] 


HEADQUARTERS, Nashville, April 26, 1865. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, Secretary of War: 

Mrs. Ewell was sent to Saint Louis yesterday. The report in the 
case of John Overton’s return to the State of Tennessee will be for- 
warded by mail to-morrow. Learning about the end of February that 
he had returned after taking the amnesty oath before the clerk of 
the U.S. district court of State of Kentucky, I telegraphed to Major- 
General Halleck asking instructions as to what consideration should be 
given to amnesty oath when the parties take them without my knowl- 
edge or consent, and received from him March 8 authority to repudiate 
any amnesty oath when in my judgment it had been improperly admin- 
istered to any unworthy person. I accordingly informed Mr. Overton 
that his oath of amnesty was disapproved by me, first, because he 
had not taken it until after the 15th day of December last, showing 
thereby that, having lost confidence in the success of the rebel cause, 
he only took the oath to save his property; and, secondly, the fact of his 
taking the oath before the clerk of the U.S. district court of Kentucky 
showed that he feared that he would be unsuccessful if he applied to 
me. He deserves no consideration whatever. I have now in my pos- 
session a letter from him to Brigadier-General Rucker, C. S. Army, 
written in December last, which shows that he never abandoned the 
rebel cause until after the 15th of last December. 

GEO. H, THOMAS, 
Major-General, U. S. Army, Commanding. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. 0., April 26, 1865. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. W. P. RICHARDSON, 
Commanding Camp Chase, Columbus, Ohio: 

GENERAL: You will forward for exchange to Capt. W. H. Sterling, 
assistant agent for exchange, Military Division of West Mississippi, at 
New Orleans, via Cairo, 500 enlisted prisoners of war. This number 
(500 privates) is to be made up of a proper proportion of non- 
commissioned officers, counting one non-commissioned officer equal to 
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two privates, and selected, as far as possible, from the commanas of the 
rebel Generals Marmaduke and Cabell, captured in Arkansas. None 
will be sent who do not wish to be exchanged. You will send with this 
party Sergt. D. W. Smith, Watson Battery, now confined at Camp 
Chase. Send them in charge of a suitable guard, with the usual 
instructions, and direct the commanding officer to report on his arrival 
at Cairo to the commanding officer, and ask for transportation by 
steam-boat to New Orleans. Report by telegram to this office when 
they leave. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. HOFFMAN, 
Bout. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


(Same, mutatis mutandis, to Col. A. J. Johnson, commanding Rock 
Island Barracks, Rock Island, Ill.; Bvt. Brig. Gen. B. J. Sweet, com- 
manding Camp Douglas, Chicago, ll.; Bvt. Brig. Gen. A. A. Stevens, 
commanding Camp Morton, Indianapolis, Ind.) 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., April 26, 1865. 
Col. E. T. SPRAGUE, Commanding, Cairo, Ill. : 

COLONEL: By authority of the War Department some 1,800 prisoners 
have been ordered from the following Western camps: Camps Douglas, 
Chase, Morton, and Rock Island Barracks, to be forwarded via Cairo to 
New Orleans, to be turned over to Capt. William H. Sterling, assistant 
agent for exchange. The prisoners will be forwarded in parties from 
300 to 400, and I have the honor to request, by direction of the Com- 
missary-General of Prisoners, that you will prepare the proper trans- 
portation in order that there may not be any unnecessary delay. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. BLAGDEN, 
Major, Second Mass. Cav., Asst. to Com. Gen. of Prisoners. 


[APRIL 26, 1865.—For Canby to Taylor, in relation to a personal 
conference, see Series I, Vol. XLIX, Part I, p. 481.] 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS 
Washington, D. C., April 26, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. N. J. T. DANA, 
Commanding Department of Mississippi, Vicksburg, Miss. : 
GENERAL: Referring to my letter of the 14th instant, I have the 
honor to inform you that no equivalents will be forwarded for the 
Federal prisoners recently delivered at Vicksburg, as the account of 
deliveries of prisoners of war made up to the present time shows a 
small balance existing against the rebel authorities. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. 8S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 
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.. BALTIMORE, MD., April 26, 1865. 
Brigadier-General NICHOLS, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


Iam at a loss to know what to do with the paroled rebel officers, sol- 
diers, and citizens who have been permitted to enter the department for 
the purpose of returning to their homes. By my directions they are held 
in arrest until instructions can be obtained. Most of them have no 
means of returning or going farther. If I retain them in custody they 
will have to be fed, and to get them away I must furnish them trans- 
portation, which I have no authority to do, nor do I know whether to 
send them back to the South or let them go North. Some of them 
desire to take the oath of allegiance under the amnesty proclamation 
and claim that by so doing they can regain their residence in this State. 
Is this admissible? The feeling here against returning rebels is so 
bitter that to avoid collisions and bloodshed I am compelled to act 
cautiously and arrest rather than let them run loose while waiting 
your instructions. I have the honor to invite your attention to my 
telegram of the 23d instant on the same subject. If this coming here 
can be stopped, it will be of great assistance to me and relieve me of 
great pressure. 

LEW. WALLACE, 
Major-General of Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS CAMP OF EXCHANGE, 
Big Black, April 26, 1865. 
[General N. J. T. DANA:] 

GENERAL: I am advised the pontoons are about to be taken up and 
the guards on the railroad withdiawn. The terms of the stipulation 
entered into between General Smith and myself were that the Federal 
prisoners in Cahaba and Andersonville should be delivered on the Big 
Black for their equivalent of our men, and for this end. that the coun- 
try lying between the Four-Mile Bridge and the Big Black for a mile 
and a half on each side of the railroad, including the east end of the 
bridge on the Big Black, should be declared neutral ground. 

On the part of the Confederate Government we have faithfully 
carried out this stipulation, and at your request, and with a view to 
lessen the sufferings and privations of your men, I consented to their 
being paroled to go North before the equivalent of our men was delivered 
here. I have just received official information from our commissioner 
of exchange that our prisoners captured at Mobile are en route to be 
exchanged at Vicksburg, besides other of your prisoners whom I expect. 
The terms of the stipulation between General Smith and myself were 
that the prisoners and their equivalent were to be delivered on the Big 
Black. I shall be obliged to remain here for some time to wait for 
these prisoners, and would respectfully request that the order with- 
drawing the guard, &c., may be suspended until these prisoners arrive, 
and the terms of the agreement entered into between General Smith 
and myself for our respective Governments are complied with, or at 
least until I can communicate with my Government and receive instruc- 
tions. To withdraw the guards at this time with so short a notice 
would subject myself and the few officers I have with me to much 
inconvenience and personal hazard, as your guards are our only protec- 
tion here. ' Pn Badiant ; 

I am, general, very respectfu our obedient servan 
se ii hae ae N. G. WATTS, 
Colonel and Agent. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
April 26, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. E. R. S. CANBY, 
Comdg. Military Division of West Mississippi, New Orleans, La. : 
GENERAL: I have the honor to request that you will cause the arrest 
of the following parties who are believed to be within the limits of your 
division and send them to this city: Judge Tucker, Mobile, formerly 
an editor and politician in Missouri; Minor Majors, whereabouts 
unknown; Thomas L. Clark, Grenada, Miss; Isaac Elisher, New Or- 
leans; John Ralson, whereabouts unknown; Bob Louden, New Orleans, 
formerly of Saint Louis; O’Keif, Natchez, Miss. ; Stinson 
and Kirk Roberts, Mobile, Ala. These parties have all been employed 
in the rebel secret service to burn steam-boats and Government prop- 
erty. I have some of their accomplices in prison here, some of whom 
have given detailed statements of their connection with the gang. 
From these confessions it appears that the boat and bridge-burning 
operations were conducted under the immediate supervision of Jeff 
Davis, Judah P. Benjamin, and Mr. Seddon. The names above given 
are those of some of the principals against whom I have the most ample 
evidence of guilt. 
By direction of Major-General Dodge: 


J. H. BAKER, 
Colonel and Provost-Marshal- General. 


Hpgrs. ARMY AND DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI, 
Mobile, Ala., April 26, 1865. 
Col. C. G. SAWTELLE, 
Chief Quartermaster, Army and Division of West Mississippi: 
COLONEL: In order to accelerate the transfer of the rebel prisoners 
now at Ship Island to New Orleans you will please order all your 
transports returning from Mobile Bay to call at Ship Island and take 
as many men aboard as their respective capacities allow. Every boat 
will take a sufficient guard, say fifty men, for whom you will call on 
Colonel Bertram, commanding on east side of the bay. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. J. OSTERHAUS, 
Chief of Staff. 


INO; 


Brig. Gen. William Terry, having been ordered by the Secretary of 
War to report for duty, is assigned to the command of the prison dis- 
trict comprising the States of Virginia, North Carolina, and South Car- 
olina, and will direct reports and communications to these headquarters 
at Augusta, Ga., or elsewhere in the field corresponding with their 
movements. 

II, Capts. W.S. Winder and Samuel T. Bayly, assistant adjutant- 
generals, will report to Brig. Gen. William Terry for assignment to duty. 

DANIEL RUGGLES, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


GENERAL ORDERS, CHARLOTTE, N.C., April 26, 1865.\ 
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WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, April 27, 1865—7.40 p.m. 
PROVOST-MARSHAL, Portland, Me. : 


This Department has information from Canada that Jacob Thompson, 
George N. Sanders, and Beverly Tucker, rebel agents, are, or soon will 
be, at or in the vicinity of Portland, disguised and concealed, for the 
purpose of escaping to Europe. Every train that arrives and every 
vessel that leaves Portland should be searched for them and no effort 
spared for their apprehension. Please notify your people to be on the 


watch. 
EDWIN M. STANTON 
Secretary of War. 


(Same to Hon. William P. Fessenden, Hon. Hannibal Hamlin, col- 
lector of the port of Portland, and mayor of Portland.) 


Wak DEPT., PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL’S BUREAU, 
Washington, D. C., April 27, 1865. 
Capt. C. H. Doueuty, Provost-Marshal, Portland, Me.: 

Jacob Thompson, George N. Sanders, and Beverly Tucker are expected 
to arrive in Portland soon from Canada to take passage for Europe. 
Do everything possible to detect and arrest them. Let all persons 
arriving at or leaving Portland be carefully scrutinized, using your 
detectives for this purpose in such a way as not to disclose your object 
or attract attention further than necessary. Try and get some person 
who can identify the parties or get descriptions of them. They will 
probably be disguised. Acknowledge receipt by telegraph and report 


anything of importance. 
JAMES B. FRY, 
Provost-Marshal- General. 


RicHMonND, April 27, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. U. 8. GRANT, 
Commanding the Armies of the United States: 

GENERAL: I transmit for your perusal a communication* just received 
and ask your interposition in behalf of the authors. Similar statements 
have been made to me by officers of rank, which I have not thought it 
necessary to trouble you with, believing that the obstacles mentioned 
would be removed as soon as possible. This is still my conviction, and 
I should consider it unnecessary to call your attention to the subject 
had I not been informed of orders issued by the military commanders 
at Norfolk and Baltimore requiring oaths of paroled soldiers before 
permitting them to proceed on their journey. Officers and men on 
parole are bound in honor to conform to the obligations they have 
assumed. This obligation cannot be strengthened by any additional 
form of oath, nor is it customary to exact them. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 


*Not found. 
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Hp@Rs. DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND, 
OFFICE PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 
Nashville, Tenn., April 27, 1865. 


Brig. Gen. WILLIAM HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners : 


GENERAL: On the 24th instant I telegraphed you as follows: 


Are released prisoners of war to be allowed to go to their homes, or are they 
required to remain within the loyal States? Are soldiers of General Lee’s army 
furnished transportation by our Government to their homes? 


I received in reply the following: 


Released prisoners of war must remain within our lines. Transportation is not 
furnished to paroled men of Lee’s army. 


By released prisoners of war I had reference to prisoners of war 
released from Northern prisons. Many of them come here with papers 
from commanding officers of prisons showing their release, but I ques- 
tioned whether it was the intention of the Government to let them go 
through the lines. The answer I received seems to imply that they 
are already within rebel lines, and I infer it has reference to paroled 
prisoners of war, and on this point I desire instructions. A great 
many of Lee’s men come here and desire to go to their homes. Some 
of them live in Kentucky and some in Tennessee. Is it proper to let 
them go home when they live inside our lines? Should they not stay 
within rebel lines? Where prisoners of war who have been paroled by 
General Wilson and General Stoneman report or are forwarded here, 
ought they not to be held as prisoners of war and sent North for 
exchange? 

lam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. PARKHURST, 
Colonel and Provost-Marshal- General. 


[APRIL 27, 1865.—For reports and correspondence relating to the 
loss of the steamer Sultana in the Mississippi River, with paroled 
Union prisoners on board, see Series I, Vol. XLVIII, Part I.] 


Hpqrs. ARMY AND DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI, 
Mobile, Ala., April 27, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. GORDON GRANGER, Thirteenth Army Corps: 

Str: Lieutenant-Colonel Sawtelle has been instructed to cause all 
transports returning from Mobile Bay to New Orleans to touch at Ship 
Island, in order to assist in transferring the prisoners to the Missis- 
sippi, and to call on Colonel Bertram at Blakely for the necessary guards. 
Be pleased to direct Colonel Bertram to have the detachments so 
detailed fitted out for immediate field service, and the commanding 
officers instructed to report on their arrival at New Orleans to the 
headquarters of the Military Division of West Mississippi. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. J. OSTERHAUS, 
Ohief of Staff. 
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. Wak DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. 0., April 28, 1865—3 p. m. 
Major-General Dix, New York: 

There is reason to believe that Jacob Thompson is now in Boston or 
Portland, though possibly he may be in New York. He is to be joined 
soon by a considerable party of rebels from Canada, who design to seize 
or otherwise procure a vessel with which to make their way to the Rio 
Grande. Thompson may be detected by the fact that his eyelids are 
greatly inflamed, so that his eyes are often nearly closed, and he is 
obliged to wipe them constantly. 

C. A. DANA, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington City, April 28, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. L. WALLACE, 
Commanding Middle Department, Baltimore: 

The questions submitted in your telegrams of the 23d and 26th 
instant are before the Secretary of War, and you will be advised at 
an early moment of his decision thereupon. 

JAS. A. HARDIE, 
Inspector-General U. 8. Army. 


Wark DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, April 28, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. O. C. AUGUR, 
Commanding Department of Washington, Washington, D. C.: 
Srg: The President of the United States directs that Maj. J. B. 
Castleman and Lieut. W. E. Munford, C. S. Army, so called, now in 
the Old Capitol, be forwarded under a strong guard to Bvt. Maj. Gen. 
A. P. Hovey, commanding at Indianapolis, Ind., for trial. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. A. NICHOLS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF MISSISSIPPI, 
Vicksburg, Miss., April 28, 1865. 
Col. N. G. Watts, Agent of Exchange, C. S. Army: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication 
of yesterday.* It is unnecessary to remind you that the delivery of 
prisoners of war is not taking place under any agreement between 
yourself and General Smith (this I understand you have stated to 
Captain Williams of my staff previous to his visit to General Canby), 
but under the telegraphic orders which you brought with you from 
General Grant and Commissioner Ould and those which have been 
communicated to you from Commissioner Ould by myself. I am willing 
to do anything for the personal comfort and safety of yourself and 
officers. The pontoon bridge and guard will therefore remain for the 
present and a daily train run over the railroad. I have received no 


*See April 26, p. 515. 
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official notification of any prisoners to be sent here except that fur- 
nished to me yesterday by you, and the fact that the United States are 
to deliver here any which may be due to your authorities. 

In view of the general armistice which goes into effect to-morrow 
morning, it appears useless to discuss any understanding you may 
have had with any of my officials in regard to the neutral ground, as 
the armistice covers the whole country in this neighborhood. 


I am, very respectfull 
Td hail 2 i N. J. T. DANA, 


Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF MISSISSIPPI, 
Vicksburg, Miss., April 28, 1865. 
Capt. J. S. Curtiss, Provost-Marshal, Vicksburg, Miss.: 

CAPTAIN: The major-general commanding department directs that 
you send by railroad to-morrow morning all of the Confederate prison- 
ers of war now in your custody (except Berry) to Big Black River, and 
there deliver them to Colonel Watts, agent of exchange, C. S. Army, 
taking therefor his memorandum receipt. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. H. EMMONS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) HpDqQrs. First Div., DEPT. oF KENTUCKY, 
No. 84. , Lexington, Ky., April 29, 1865. 
* * * * * * * 

III. Capt. J. 8. Butler, assistant adjutant-general, U. S. Volunteers, 
is hereby vested with full power as the representative of the brigadier- 
general commanding in all matters connected with the surrender and 
paroling of the division of Confederate troops commanded by Col. H. L. 
Giltner, in Hastern Kentucky, and any other Confederate troops in that 
portion of Kentucky under the terms laid down in a dispatch dated 
April 27, 1865, from these headquarters. 

E. H. HOBSON, 
Brigadier- General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, 
No. 46. } New Orleans, April 29, 1865. 

All officers and enlisted men of the Confederate Army of Northern 
Virginia who have been paroled by order of Lieutenant-General Grant, 
as well as all other paroled prisoners, upon their capitulation and sur- 
render, who may return to their homes within this department pending 
their exchange, will immediately on their arrival report to the nearest 
provost-marshal and register their names, rank, regiment, corps, and 
place of residence, and the date of and authority for their paroles. A 
strict compliance with this order will secure them protection from the 
military authorities until they are properly exchanged. 

The provost-marshal-general of the department is charged with the 
execution of this order, and will take immediate steps to provide the 
necessary books of registry and issue such instructions to subordinate 
officers as will insure the most effective compliance herewith. 

By command of Major-General Banks: 

J. SCHUYLER CROSBY, 
Bot. Lieut. Col., Aide de-Camp and Actg. Asst, Adjt. Gen. 
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[APRIL 29-JUNE 11, 1865.—For reports and correspondence relating 
to surrender of Confederate forces under M. Jeff. Thompson, see Series 
I, Vol. XLVIII, Parts I and II.| 


Hpgrs. MILITARY DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI, 
New Orleans, La., April 29, 1865. 
Col. Ia. SZYMANSKI, 
Asst. Agent of Exchange, Trans-Mississippi Dept., 0. S. Army: 
Srg: I have the honor to inform you that I have about 200 Confed- 
erate prisoners at my disposal, and propose leaving here Monday even- 
ing, May 1, or Tuesday morning, May 2, for Red River Landing, to 
deliver them to you. 
In hopes that you may have some U,. S. prisoners to deliver to me, 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. STERLING, 
Captain and Agent of Exchange, Mil. Div. of West Mississippi. 


WASHINGTON, April 30, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. J. J. REYNOLDS, Little Rock, Ark.: 

You may release the prisoners you have on their taking the amnesty 
oath and oath of allegiance, exercising your discretion about those who 
should not have this privilege extended to them. Invite every one to 
lay down their arms on the same terms, except you will only parole 
those who do not come within the President’s amnesty proclamation. 

U. 8S. GRANT, 
LDieutenant- General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, 
No. 47. } New Orleans, April 30, 1865. 
Paroled prisoners of war within the limits of the Department of the 
Gulf will not be allowed to bear arms or to appear in public in the 
uniform of the rebel army. The provost-marshal-general is directed to 
enforce a strict observance of this order. 
By command of Major-General Banks: 
J. SCHUYLER CROSBY, 
Bot. Lieut. Col., Aide-de-Camp and Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


WASHINGTON CiTy, D. C., May 1, 1865. 


Hon. Epwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 

Since the resumption of exchanges we have received about 34,000 
returned Union prisoners. There were estimated to be about 11,000 to 
be returned. These were to be delivered at points on the Atlantic and 
the Mississippi River, but the actual delivery has not been under our 
control, and it has only been through newspapers that we have under- 
stood that about 5,000 were to be delivered at Darien,Ga, They, when 
delivered, were to be sent to Camp Parole, at Annapolis, Md., under 
the direction of the commanding officer at Darien. They have not yet 
been reported as delivered even at Darien. 
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Some of those to be delivered on the Mississippi River it appears 
were sent to Vicksburg, where the commanding officer was under orders 
to forward them to Camp Chase or to Camp Benton. 

In the execution of this order the commanding officer would neces- 
sarily resort to the Quartermaster’s Department for transportation. 

There has not been time for a special report to the Commissary- 
General of Prisoners by which to know the number sent forward from 
Vicksburg. 

Allthat is yet known of the terrible disaster to the transport from 
Vicksburg has been reached through the newspapers, and it is impos- 
sible at the present time to indicate who, if any one, is at fault. The 
steamer with the returned prisoners must naturally have contained 
the reports and papers, showing the number on board, with the names 
of the officers and other details. 

General Hoffman will obtain the first information, and will do what- 
ever is possible to extend relief to the sufferers. Under the ordinary 
course of things he could have done nothing to prevent the calamitous 
accident that has happened. 

Inclosed are copies of letters of instruction communicating your 
orders for the comfort of the prisoners, and it is presumed that General 
Hoffman, now in the West, will consider it his special duty to inquire 
into and report upon the proceedings under them. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. A. HITCHCOOK, 
Maj. Gen. of Vols., Commissioner for Exchange of Prisoners. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. O., May 1, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. E. A. HITCHCOOK, 
Commissioner for Hachange of Prisoners: 


GENERAL: In accordance with your directions I have the honor to 
make the following statement in regard to the recent deliveries of 
paroled prisoners at Vicksburg, Miss.: On the 5th ultimo notice was 
received through the newspapers that some 11,000 paroled Union pris- 
oners were to be delivered at Vicksburg, and a telegram was at once 
sent to Generals Canby and Dana by the Commissary-General of Pris- 
oners asking the probable number and condition of the prisoners, and 
requesting that they might be ordered to Benton Barracks or Camp 
Chase, by General Orders, No. 72, 1862. On the 15th ultimo a telegram 
from Capt. G. A. Williams, provost-marshal, Memphis, Tenn., was 
received at this office, through the Adjutant-General, announcing, 
pursuant to instructions from Major-Generals Canby and Dana, that 
the rebels had about 4,700 Union prisoners in camp near Vicksburg 
awaiting exchange, viz: Seventy-two employés, thirty-nine citizens, 
and the remainder soldiers. The rebel commissioner agreed to return 
the thirty-nine citizens, but refused to deliver the remainder to be 
paroled, not knowing the terms of Lieutenant-General Grant’s cartel 
and his communication with the rebel Government being cut off. In 
reply, the letter and telegram, copies of which were delivered to you 
this morning, were sent to Captain Williams and Major-General Dana. 

On the 18th ultimo the inclosed telegram* was received from General 
Dana, but no further reports of their reception at any of the parole 
camps has yet been received. The Commissary-General of Prisoners 


*See April 14, p. 492, 
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has no control over the transportation of paroled prisoners from the 
place of delivery to the various parole camps, the matter being entirely 
under the direction of the department commander who receives them. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
‘ G. BLAGDEN, 
Major, Second Mass. Cav., and Asst. to Com. Gen. of Prisoners. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, Washington City, May 1, 1865. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. A. P. HOVEY, 
Commanding District of Indiana, Indianapolis, Ind. : 

You will have the prisoners Bowles, Milligan, and Horsey at once 
placed in irons. You will increase the guard over them and take every 
precaution necessary to prevent escape or rescue. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

HENRY L. BURNETT, 
Brevet Colonel and Judge-Advocate. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF MISSISSIPPI, 
Vicksburg, Miss., May 1, 1865. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL U. S. Army, Washington, D. 0.: 

I have the honor to report that a special delivery of prisoners of war 
took place at this place on the 28th of April, and to inclose a copy of 
the rolls* and a copy of paragraph 8 of Special Orders, No, 145,* cur- 
rent series, from these headquarters, directing the men to proceed to 
Camp Chase, Ohio, pending a declaration of exchange from the 
Adjutant-General’s Office, which I request may be speedily made, as 
the rebels have already ordered their men to duty. 

Very respectfully, 
N, J. T. DANA, 


Major-General. 


[May 1-10, 1865.—For reports and correspondence relating to the 
pursuit and capture of Jefferson Davis, see Series I, Vol. XLIX.] 


War DEPARTMENT, JUDGE-ADVOCATE’S OFFICE, 
Washington, D. 0., May 2, 1865. 


Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 

Srr: In obedience to your request I have the honor to submit. that 
soon after the commencement of the rebellion the secret order known 
as the Knights of the Golden Circle throughout the Western and 
border States ceased to meet or show any signs of vitality. This arose 
from the fact that prior to that time the head and principal part of the 
body of this organization was in the South, and when that became sey- 
ered by reason of. military operations there was left in the North only 
the tail of this venomous thing. but zodphyte like this severed portion 
soon began to manifest an independent and active existence. In the 
Mae gas ee eee 


* Omitted. 
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latter part of 1862 and the early part of 1863, by the attentive nursing 
of pieeraitord in the North, such as Judge Bullitt, of Kentucky; P. C. 
Wright, of New York; James A. Barrett, of Missouri, &c., it had grown 
to formidable proportions and had been rechristened by the name of 
American Knights. There is no question that this secret order was, 
per se, a treasonable conspiracy. Every man of ordinary intelligence 
who, in view of the existence of a formidable armed rebellion in the 
land, subscribed to the oath of that order, first having read its ritual, 
was a traitor. 

The object of the leaders of the order seemed to be to educate the 
masses of the Democratic party, and were already prepared to weld 
together all the hostile elements of the North in bitter hatred of the 
Administration and its avowed policy, and by inflammatory and incen- 
diary appeals to arouse in their breasts such a degree of hostility toward 
the Government that when the fitting time came they would be ready, 
at the beck of their leaders, to spring to their bloody work. The lead- 
ers of the order, all of whom were formerly of the old Democratic party, 
and were now a legion, sought to educate the mass of their party out- 
side of the order up to their disloyal standard. Their purpose was 
carried forward by means of their newspapers, public addresses, and 
by the proselyting work of the humbler members. Their intent seemed 
to be to make of this order and the embittered Democracy and malcon- 
tents throughout the land—to be aided at the proper time by the released 
rebel prisoners and by the co-operation of certain rebel chiefs and their 
forces—one grand, united, hostile mass, which should at the proper 
time be hurled against the Government and its army. 

When the order had increased and had become formidable in its pro- 
portions, some of the leaders became alarmed at the open treason set 
out in the oath, and, calling a meeting of the grand commanders of the 
order in New York on the 22d of February, 1864, struck from the ritual 
the more apparent treason, and the vile thing was named anew, Sons 
of Liberty. No material change was made in the ritual. All those 
parts were retained which referred to the State sovereignty doctrines 
of Thomas Jefferson and Calhoun. The want of power in the Govern- 
ment to coerce a State, and the enunciation of the inherent right and 
duty of the people to remove a Government by force of arms whenever 
it or any of its branches should assume to exercise powers not dele- 
gated, and if undelegated powers were exercised, such exercise of power 
was usurpation, and the removal of usurpers by force of arms was not 
merely a right but a duty. Take these avowed principles in connection 
with the fact that the order was to judge when undelegated powers were 
exercised, and the order claimed, en masse, on all occasions, that the 
Government was usurping unconstitutional authority; that the Presi- 
dent was atyrant and usurper, and the inexorable logic of such reason- 
ing would have resulted in a most bloody insurrection had not the 
strong executive arm at the auspicious moment grasped and strangled 
this venomous thing. 

In the trials at Indianapolis and Cincinnati it was proved that a well- 
digested plan was agreed upon for an uprising of this order, in conjunc- 
tion with the disloyal element, on the 10th of August, 1864; $2,000,000 
had been furnished by the Confederate Government to carry forward this 
work. In the uprising the arsenals at Indianapolis, Columbus, Spring- 
field, Ill., and Chicago were to be seized and the arms distributed to the 
order and to the rebel prisoners when released; cities were to be sacked 
and burned, and the Government brought to terms with the rebels, and 
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to assent to the establishment of a Northwestern confederacy. A 
committee of ten had been appointed to assassinate Governor Morton. 
Jacob Thompson, of Canada, furnished H. H. Dodd, of Indianapolis, 
with $75,000, with which Dodd purchased the arms which were after- 
ward seized at Indianapolis, and it was further shown that the money 
was furnished upon the express condition of an uprising, including the 
please of the rebel prisoners and the placing of these arms in their 
ands. 

The conspiracy failed—(1) because the rebels failed to co-operate as 
arranged; (2) because the designs of the order and its contemplated 
plot were exposed, and (3) because the leaders were at the time seized 
and held by the military authority. This prompt action substantially 
crushed out the Order of the Sons of Liberty, caused the lodges and 
temples to burn their records, put an end to their meetings, and dis- 
banded the order. 

The leaders in these conspiracies are still living, still in the country, 
and many of them actuated, as heretofore, by an implacable hate of 
our present Government. Added to this there is found, drifting up to 
us from the South, men possessed, seemingly, of a perverted nature, 
and moved by a still more venomous hate toward our Goverment and 
her institutions. These congenial elements are uniting for evil. 

In my investigations, to which the late national calamity has given 
rise, | find the footprints of this old Order of Knights of the Golden Cir- 
cle crossing my path in all directions, probably brought here from the 
South. Prompt and vigorous measures, I respectfully submit, should 
be taken by the Government to meet and crush this element, fiend-like 
in its manifestations, or it may become a power that will be trouble- 
some if not dangerous to handle. There is reason to believe that many, 
if not all, the persons connected with the late assassination of the 
President were members of this resuscitated Order of Knights of the 
Golden Circle. 

Allof which is respectfully submitted. 

H. L. BURNETT, 
Brevet Colonel and Judge-Advocate. 


U. S. ATTORNEY’S OFFICE, 
Indianapolis, Ind., May 2, 1865. 
Judge-Advocate Hott, Washington City, D. C.: 

Sir: I have been informed that an effort will be made by the attor- 
neys of Messrs. Bowles, Milligan, et al., recently tried in this district 
by military commission, to have the defendants brought before the 
judges of the Federal court by writ of habeas corpus, to the end that 
the question of jurisdiction of said commission may he decided, as they 
hope, adversely, and that the defendants be delivered up to the civil 
authorities for trial, Xe. ; : 

I have understood that you have carefully examined this question of 
jurisdiction and have delivered an opinion in the premises. I therefore 
write to request that you send me by return mail a copy of the same, as 
it will be of much service to me in meeting the question proposed to be 
raised before the court. 


Yours, truly, JOHN HANNA 
9 


U. S. District Attorney. 
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New York, May 2, 1865. 
Hon. ANDREW JOHNSON, President of the United States: 

DEAR Sir: I regret to trouble you so often in behalf of Governor 
Foote. I think you will pardon me under the circumstances. He is at 
a quiet boarding house in this city, and expresses himself ready and 
willing to do anything you may desire for the benefit of your adminis- 
tration. I have advised him, if he could obtain your permission, to go 
to the Pacific Coast and remain quiet, which he is willing tudo. If you 
will consent I will be responsible for his conduct. I am sure he will do 
no harm in that country, and his present views, if known by his personal 
friends, would, I think, do some good. I inclose his application to you, 
hoping it will be favorably considered. 

Yours, respectfully, 
WM. M. STEWART. 


[Inclosure.] 


New York Oity, May 1, 1865. 
The PRESIDENT: 

The undersigned has the honor most respectfully to make known that 
being yet under parole and restricted in regard to his movements, so 
that he is not allowed for the present to go to any place south of this 
city, begs leave to state that, inasmuch as it is deemed advisable that 
he shall not return at once to his own residence in the city of Nashville, 
he may be permitted to go to the Pacific Coast, where he has four daugh- 
ters residing, eight grandchildren, and an only sister. The war being 
evidently at an end, the undersigned hopes that this his wish will be 
gratified, as he is exceedingly solicitous to be restored once more to the 
society of his family and friends and spend the evening of his days in 
quietudeand repose. If Your Excellencyshall consent to my release from 
the obligations which at present rest upon me I hope to be permitted, 
ere I go to the West to pay a short visit to an old and respected friend, 
Judge Swayne, of Columbus, Ohio, and take leave there of my wife and 
children. 

Wishing you, most sincerely and cordially, continued health, and a 
prosperous and glorious administration of the public affairs committed 
to your management, 

I have the honor to be, your friend and obedient servant, 
H. 8S. FOOTE. 


[Indorsement. ] 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE, Washington, D. 0., May 4, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to the Honorable the Secretary of War, with 
the suggestion that unless Mr. Foote goes beyond the limits of the 
United States proceedings be had with a view to his indictment for 
treason. 
ANDREW JOHNSON, 
President of the United States. 


RICHMOND, VaA., May 2, 1865. 
Maj. Gen, E. O. C. Orp, U.S. Army, 


Commanding Army of the James, Richmond, Va.: 
GENERAL: Will you be so kind as to send the accompanying com- 
munication to the Secretary of War, and if not inconsistent with your 
duty to approve it and to aid it as far as lies in your power? It may 
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not be amiss here to state that while acting as inspector-general in 
the Confederate service it became my duty to inspect Andersonville, 
Ga., and other depots of U.S. prisoners of war. While thus engaged I 
endeavored in my official capacity, by every means within my reach, to 
ameliorate their condition, as far as the limited resources of the Con- 
federate Government would allow, and sought to remedy existing 
abuses by such instructions and suggestions as my own personal 
experience in prison life taught me were requisite and advisable, in 
consequence of which I was denounced as a sympathizer with the 
North, &c., by those whose neglect and indifference I found it neces- 
sary to expose. Although unable to accomplish nearly all in behalf of 
these prisoners that I desired, yet I have the satisfaction of knowing 
that my labors were not entirely in vain and that my action resulted 
in much benefit to them. I have reason to believe that it was chiefly 
owing to my reports and recommendations to that effect that two of 
the principal officials at Andersonville, to whose neglect and indifter- 
ence much of the suffering of the prisoners there were attributable, 
were removed, although not until a lateday. I have heard that my 
“inspection report” of Andersonville was picked up by the U. S. 
troops shortly after their occupation of this city and forwarded to 
Washington. If such is the case the evidence of my efforts in behalf 
of these prisoners is in the hands of the Department. I can, however, 
confidently refer to Judge Campbell, formerly Assistant Secretary of 
War here, through whose hands my report passed, and to Col. B.S. 
Ewell, of this city, with whom I have freely communicated on many 
occasions with respect to my efforts to reform the abuses of that place, 
with some of which his official position had made him previously 
acquainted. I have mentioned these facts in the belief that your 
knowledge of them will not less incline you to use your influence in my 
behalf. 
With much respect, I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
D. T. CHANDLER. 


{Indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA, 
May 3, 1865. 
The within application of D. T. Chandler is respectfully forwarded 
approved; this on account of the character of this gentleman when in 
the U.S. service. 
EK. O. C. ORD, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


[Inclosure.] 
RicHMOND, VA., May 2, 1865. 


Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War, Washington, D. 0.: 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following statement, for which 
I respectfully ask the favorable consideration of the Executive. I 
tendered the resignation of my commissions as major and brevet lieu- 
tenant-colonel, retired list, U. S. Army, in the month of December, 
1862, and was duly notified by the Department that it had been 
accepted, to take effect on the 24th of that month. On the 9th of Feb- 
ruary, 1863, I attempted to cross the Potomac to Virginia for the pur- 
pose of attending to private business, which required my presence 
there, and was arrested in the attempt and taken to Washington. 
While in Texas in the spring of 1861 inducements were held out to 
me to resign my position in the U. 8. Army and enter the Confederate 
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service, and offers were made from Mr. Davis, through a special agent, 
to me and other officers of the Army of high position in the Southern 
Army, which offers, for my own part, I positively declined. At the time 
I attempted to reach Virginia more than twenty months had intervened 
and these offers had lapsed, and were no longer in force and had not 
been renewed. On arriving at Washington I was placed in confine- 
ment, and so kept in that city nearly nine months, during which time 
I was repeatedly told that I would neither be released nor exchanged, 
but would be held as a prisoner during the war, although at the same 
time it was admitted that there were no specific charges against me. 
While thus held as a prisoner I addressed a communication to the 
military authorities pledging myself “not to attempt to go South, if 
released, or if sent South, not to enter the Confederate Army.” To 
this no answer was received, and subsequently finding that my health 
had become seriously impaired from my long confinement, and casually 
learning of the capture of Mr. Andrew Johnson, a nephew of His Excel- 
lency President Johnson, I made an offer “if sent South to effect his 
release and delivery to the U.S. authorities within thirty days.” After 
some delay this offer was accepted, and I was sent to Richmond, with- 
out other conditions, and succeeded in obtaining the release of Mr. 
Johnson and his delivery to Colonel Mulford, agent of exchange, within 
the stipulated time. I remained in Richmond for several months 
attending to my private affairs, and wholly unconnected with the Gov- 
ernment there in any capacity, civil or military, and in the latter part 
of February, 1864, an appointment was offered me in the Adjutant- 
General’s Department, with the rank which I had relinquished some 
years ago in the Army of the United States. This appointment I 
accepted, being at the time held liable to conscription. 

While in the Confederate service I performed no other duty than 
that of commander of a quarantine camp and as general inspector, 
under the immediate orders of the War Department. I had not been 
long in the South before I repented of the steps I had taken, and deter- 
mined to embrace the first opportunity that I could with honor of 
retracing them, and of repairing, as far as in my power, what I con- 
sidered the one great error of my life, and, if permitted to do so, of 
resuming my allegiance to the United States Government, which had 
twice recognized my services in battles by brevet rank conferred 
during the Mexican war, and under whose banner I had (with some 
loss of blood) served faithfully for more than a quarter of a century. 
Accordingly, I tendered my resignation last winter and applied to the 
authorities here for a passport to return to Maryland. While my 
resignation was pending General Singleton, of Illinois, visited this 
city (in February last), and on making known my status and wishes to 
him he promised to aid me in obtaining the necessary passport from 
the U.S. authorities. Before he accomplished this (my resignation in 
the meantime having been accepted) the U. S. forces took possession 
of this city, where I remained to await their arrival. I have freely 
and willingly taken the prescribed oath of allegiance to the United 
States Government, with the full resolve faithfully to perform all its 
obligations, and respectfully petition that I may be admitted to the 
benefits of the amnesty offered by the Government of the United 
States to persons engaged in the late rebellion against its authority. 

Misled by evil counsels, I have reluctantly been drawn into the com- 
mission of a fatal error, which has resulted in impoverishing me and 
mine, and in sweeping away the results of the labor of a life, the 
greater part of which has been spent in the service of my country. 
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My only profession is gone, and I seek now to labor for the mainte- 
nance of the helpless ones who are dependent upon me for support. 
With much respect, I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
D. T. CHANDLER. 


GENERAL caesar HpQrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, 
No. 50. New Orleans, La., May 2, 1865. 

Prisoners of war on parole within the Department of the Gulf, and 
all officers and soldiers who have been connected with the rebel Army 
and are not registered, are required to report to the provost-marshal- 
general forthwith. The neglect of this duty will be followed by forfeit- 
ure of rights conferred by the parole, or arrest and imprisonment. 

Prisoners of war on parole granted by competent authority are 
allowed to return “to their homes not to be disturbed by the U.S. 
authorities so long as they observe their parole, and the laws in force 
where they may reside.” But they are to be regarded as prisoners of 
war. They will not be allowed to bear arms, to wear in public the 
uniform of the rebel Army, the uniform of the United States, or any 
distinctive badge of military service. 

They are not entitled to participate in the management of public 
affairs or to enter upon business pursuits. 

All persons will be required strictly to conform to regulations of the 
department in their intercourse with paroled prisoners of war. 

No person who has been engaged in civil employments, within or by 
the rebel Government, will be allowed to return or to remain in the 
department, except upon reporting to the provost-marshal, and a com- 
pliance with the conditions established by law. 

By command of Major-General Banks: 

J. SCHUYLER CROSBY, 
Bot. Tieut. Col., Aide-de-Camp and Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


RICHMOND, May 3, 1865. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON: 

It is ascertained that at least a part of the money sent from the 
North for the use of our prisoners of war was diverted to other pur- 
poses, and the evidence seems to implicate Robert Ould and his 
assistant, Hatch. I have arrested both, and shall keep them in prison 
till a full investigation can be made. 

H. W. HALLECK, 


Major-General. 


WASHINGTON, May 3, 1865. 
Major-General HALLECK, Richmond : 

Your action in respect to Ould and Hatch is cordially approved. I 
hope you will give the matter a rigid scrutiny, and if their guilt be 
established that they will receive exemplary punishment. Is there 
any objection to the publication of your telegram, with a call upon all 
who transmitted funds for prisoners to furnish you with a statement of 


t, for whom intended, and by what channel sent? | 
glia ; BE, M, STANTON, 


Secretary of War. 
34 R R—SERIES II. VOL VIII 
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RICHMOND, VA., May 3, 1865. 
Hon. Epwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 

I think it will be well to keep everything quiet about the Ould and 
Hatch affair till further developments are made. I am on the track of 
the money and supplies sent to Libby Prison and a disclosure may 
prevent the success of the search. Neither Ould nor Hatch has been 
informed of the cause of their arrest. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SAVANNAH, 
Savannah, Ga., May 3, 1865. 
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, 
Headquarters Department of the South: 

I have just received a written communication from Augusta, as fol- 
lows, viz: 

I will leayo this city on Monday, May 2, with about eighty paroled Federal pris- 
oners of war, comprising ten officers and seventy privates, that I am prepared to 
deliver at Sister’s Ferry to the officer in charge of the Federal truce steamer, or such 


other officer as may be authorized by you to receive and receipt for them, as provided 
in the cartel of 1861 [1862], &c. 
M. J. BRIEN, 


Captain and Assistant Agent for Exchange. 


I had not intended to send up a boat to Sister’s Ferry on next Thurs- 
day, but unless directed to the contrary from your headquarters will do 
so for the special accommodation of the prisoners mentioned. ‘Chey will 
hardly make any connection with the boats already gone up. Please 
answer. 

C. GROVER, 
Brevet Major-General, Commanding. 


HILTON HEAD, May 3, 1865. 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. C. GROVER, Commanding District: 


GENERAL: I am directed by the major-general commanding to 
acknowledge the receipt of: your telegram-of this date, and in reply to 
say that you are authorized to send a boat to Sister’s Ferry and receive 
the Union officers and soldiers, paroled prisoners of war, whom the 
rebels are prepared to deliver at that point. 

Respectfully, 
T. D. HODGES, 
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, Washington City, May 4, 1865. 
Major-General HALLECK, Richmond: 


A trunk containing correspondence of George N. Sanders was taken 
from the office of the Southern Express Company at Lynchburg and con- 
cealed in the cellar of William B. Black, agent of the company at that 
place, on Tuesday, the 11th of April, and is believed to be there now 
or its place of deposit known to Black. Please take prompt measures 
to secure and transmit it here unopened, and so that nothing can be 
abstracted. Mrs, George N. Sauders and her daughter are boarding 
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at Cook’s boarding house on Highth street, Lynchburg. They should 
be arrested and vigorously searched, and also their trunks, apartments, 
&c. The daughter is married to a rebel captain, who is a Dutchman 
and calls himself a count. He is known to have been going back and 
forward to and from Oanada, and should be searched, seized, and held 
for examination. Much may depend upon the promptness and skill 
with which these seizures and searches are made. Mr. Bullock, of the 
Southern Express, from whom the information comes, starts for Rich- 
mond to-day with a letter from me to you on the subject. You can 
wait to see him if you-think best. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


—$——_— 


RIcHMOND, VA., May 4. 1865. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, Washington: 
Dispatch in regard to Lynchburg matters received and attended to. 
I hope by search of houses in Richmond to-night we may obtain further 
information. I will have everything organized as early as possible, but 
probably will not be able to act before Mr. Bullock’s arrival. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[May 4, 1865.—For memorandum of the conditions of surrender of 
the Confederate forces under Taylor to Canby, see Series I, Vol. XLIX, 
Part I, p. 609.] 


FLAG-OF-TRUCE BOAT LIBERTY, 
TEMPORARY OFFICE OF AGENT OF EXOHANGE, 
Hog Point, La., May 4, 1865. 
General KE. K. Smitru, 
Oommanding Trans-Mississippi Department, O. 8. Army: 

Sie: I have the honor to request that all our men now prisoners in 
Texas be turned over to me on parole at some not distant period. In 
return for this favor if granted I will keep the men on their arrival at 
New Orleans under guard, treat them as prisoners of war until duly 
exchanged, and I will not declare them so until equivalents for them 
will have been turned over to your agent of exchange. 

In hopes that this request will be complied with, 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. H. STERLING, 
Agent of Exchange, Military Division of West Mississippi. 


Statement of exchanges between Trans-Mississippi Department, O. 8. 
Army, and Military Division of West Mississippi, U.S. Army, this 4th 
day of May, 1865: 


Delivered to this date by Trans-Mississippi Department..........---.-------- 5, 844 
Delivered to this date by Military Division of West Mississippi---..-....----- 5, 901 
Trans-Mississippi Department is indebted to United States to this date. 57 


IG. SZYMANSKI 
Asst. Adjt. Gen. and Agent of Pachange, Trans-Miss. Dept. 
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ANDERSONVILLE, GA., May 4, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. HowELL Coss, Macon, Ga.: 

GENERAL: After having, in obedience to orders, paroled for exchange 
(at Baldwin, Fla.) all the prisoners of war from this post, I returned 
yesterday. There being no duty for me to perform, and the armistice 
requiring my return to my home, I avail myself of a leave of absence 
on surgeon’s certificate and leave for my home in Florida to-day if I can 
get transportation from Albany. Failing in that I propose reporting 
to you to-morrow. I regret to inform you that in the absence of all 
guard a raid of soldiers, their wives, and the citizens was made upon 
the military stores last night and all the small amount here taken off. 
Government mules and everything in the way of provisions and unused 
clothing and bedding were taken from the quartermaster’s and hospital 
departments. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. C. GIBBS, 
Colonel, &e. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, May 5, 1865—9.50 p. m. 
Major-General Dix, New York: 


i The President directs that you inform Mr. Foote that his letter ask- 
ing leave of the President to go to California has been received and the 
application refused. The President further directs that you notify Mr. 
Foote that if he does not leave the United States within forty-eight 
hours after receiving your notice he will be arrested and dealt with for 
treason and rebellion against the United States Government. You will 
report whether he complies with the order of the President. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTICE, 
May 5, 1865. 
JOHN HANNA, Esq., 
U. S. District Attorney, Dist. of Indiana, Indianapolis, Ind. : 

Str: Your communication of the 2d instant, in which you advise me 
that you have been informed that an effort is to be made to bring the 
cases of Bowles and others before a Federal judge on habeas corpus, 
and ask me for a copy of my opinion in regard to the jurisdiction of 
the military commission in their cases, has been received at this 
Bureau. In reply, I have to call your attention to the fact that under 
the President’s proclamation of September 15, 1863, suspending the 
privilege of the habeas corpus in all cases of persons held in military 
custody for military offenses, any Federal or State judge would be 
obliged to dismiss an application made for the writ in behalf of these 
parties. So far as the knowledge of this Bureau extends the Federal 
judges have invariably refused to entertain such applications since the 
date of the proclamation. Moreover, the Supreme Court of the United 
States has decided in ex parte Vallandigham (1 Wallace, 243) that it 
has no authority to review the proceedings of military commissions, 
either on habeas corpus or certiorari, either by virtue of its original 
or its appellate jurisdiction. It is not conceived, therefore, that the 
case of Bowles, &c., can possibly come to be formally reviewed by a 
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: Federal or even State court. I send you, however, by this mail the 

| Digest of Opinions of the Judge-Advocate-General, recently published 
by this Bureau, in which, on pages 79 and 80, an opinion on the point 
of jurisdiction is substantially set forth. To the extract in the digest 
is added also the following paragraph, found in the opinion as con- 
tained in the records of the Bureau: 

Moreover, the offenses of these parties were committed in a locality under the 
pressure of a vast civil war, the effect of which is ex necessitate to suspend for a time, 
for the preservation of the whole, some portions of the legal safeguards thrown 
around the citizen in time of peace. Indeed, the inherent right of every Govern- 
ment to punish crimes against the nation by military courts has been too frequently 
and too authoritatively decided to belong to the Government of the United States 
to render it necessary to repeat the argument on the subject. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. HOLT, 
Judge-Advocate- General, 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Wheeling, W. Va., May 5, 1865. 
Hon. EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War, Washington, D. C.: 

Sig: Lrespectfully call your attention to the inclosed copy of an order 
from Lieutenant-General Grant to the commander of the Middle Mili- 
tary Division,* in which it is said that rebel officers and soldiers who 
surrender on the same terms that were given to Lee may return to their 
homes in West Virginia on their parole, while they are not allowed to 
return to Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky, &c., and request your decision 
thereon so far as it affects West Virginia. From the face of this order 
I am induced to believe that General Grant was controlled in his deci- 
sion by the simple fact that Virginia (of which we were a part) passed 
an ordinance of secession; but in my opinion this fact should not place 
this State in the category assigned her by this order. I think she is 
entitled to the same protection that is extended to Maryland, Kentucky, 
&c. It seems to me that we are entitled to the benefit of Attorney- 
General Speed’s late opinion. 

West Virginia has been loyal from the beginning, and has at all times 
heretofore been treated as such by the Government. In the President’s 
proclamation declaring what was insurrectionary territory, and follow- 
ing this with emancipation and the imposition of various restrictions, 
she has been excepted. She has. furnished her quota of troops under 
all calls without murmur or complaint, and, as you have been pleased 
to bear public testimony, those troops have done noble service for the 
country and have reflected honor on their State. 

Our situation is a peculiarly unfortunate one. Situated on the border, 
very many went from here into the rebel army, and now they return, 
wearing their rebel uniforms, and many of them with as much impu- 
dence and insolence as when they went away. The loyal people here 
feel themselves insulted by the conduct of these rebels, and are only 
restrained from decided action by their love of law and order and their 
great respect for the orders of those in authority. 

If it shall be decided that these paroled men may come here under 
the terms of their surrender, is it intended that the war power guaran- 
tees this right as against State regulations? I request your early con- 
sideration of this matter, and if your opinion is adverse to the return 


* See Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part III, p. 838. 
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of these rebels that you issue an order to that effect, or authorize me to 
make your decision public. 
I am, very respectfully, 
A. I. BOREMAN, 
Governor. 


[May 5, 1865.—For Banks’ General Orders, No. 51, relating to status 
of civilian enemies returning to the Department of the Gulf, see Series 
I, Vol. XLVI, Part IT, p. 319.] 


RicumonpD, VA., May 5, 1865—4 p. m. 
Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT: 

I ordered the arrest of Smith when I first arrived. Think he has 
gone to South Carolina. Have ordered General Schofield to endeavor 
to catch him. Have also ordered the arrest of Letcher. Hunter is 
said to be quietly at his home advising all who visit him to support the 
Union cause. His hostility to Davis did much to make him (Davis) 
unpopular in Virginia. Considering these and the fact that President 
Lincoln advised against disturbing Mr. Hunter at this time, I would 
prefer not to arrest him unless specially ordered to do so. All classes 
are offering to take the amnesty oath, and those excluded from its bene- 
fit are nevertheless taking it and making petitions for pardon. It 
would be unfortunate to check by unnecessary arrests this general 
desire for amnesty. Many of Lee’s officers have come forward to take 
the oath, and it is reported that even Lee himself is considering the 
propriety of doing so and of petitioning President Johnson for pardon. 
Should he do this the whole population with few exceptions will follow 
his example.* 

H. W. HALLEOK, 
Major-General. 


RicHmMonpD, May 5, 1865. 
Mr. GEORGE T. GARRISON, Accomac County, Va.: 


DEAR SiR: Having an idea of leaving the United States, and unwill- 
ing to leave myself connected with any transaction which could by any 
possibility be tortured into any reflection upon myself, I give you the 
following facts: Some time during the summer of 1864 General Stone- 
man and his command, while on a raiding excursion through the State 
of Georgia, were captured and the privates were sent as prisoners of 
war to Andersonville, Ga. Owing to the fact that they had been pil- 
laging and stealing everything that they could lay their hands on from 
the citizens of Georgia, General J. H. Winder ordered all species of 
property found in their possession to be taken from them and deposited 
in my hands as post quartermaster. This order was executed by the 
commandant of prison. I was then instructed to return all property 
identified to original and rightful owners and to hold the balance sub- 
ject to orders. I have thus returned all identified property, and in 
obedience to orders have the balance on hand. Knowing the bitter 
feelings of the Federals to any one connected with the prison depart- 


* This ia reply e a ete 4, Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part III, p. 1082. For other 
correspondence relating to Governor Smith, not published in this series, see Series 
I, Vols, XLVI and XLVI. baen 3 ; 
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ment, I have not considered it advisable at present to call the atten- 
tion of any Federal officer to these facts or to turn over said property 
to them for their action in the matter, but at the same time am unvill- 
ing to hold them without a proper explanation to be used in my 
defense hereafter in case any charges are brought against me. Some 
of the property evidently belongs to citizens of Georgia, while other 
of it was evidently the property of the prisoners themselves. No list 
of prisoners’ names from whom these things were taken was ever 
furnished me,and consequently I can give no information as to the 
individual ownership. I place these facts and property in your hands, 
subject to your discretion, and in order that, as a friend of mine, you 
can protect me from any complaints which may be brought against me 
in the matter. Any of the officers stationed at Andersonville at the 
time of this transaction will confirm my statements, as will also my 
clerks. All other property in my hands belonging to prisoners of 
war has been turned over to them through the proper channel, the 
moneys through the hands of Capt. Thomas R. Stewart, Company 
G, First Maryland Regiment, to-Colonel Ould, agent of exchange, and 
other property through the commandant of prison at Andersonville. 
Hoping that it will not be asking too much of a favor to protect me as 
far as in your power in this matter, 
Iam, your very true friend, 
R. B. WINDER. 


P. S.—Inclosed find W. H. Hatch’s receipt* for Federal funds and 
Wirz’s receipt* for other articles, viz, thirty-nine watches and parts 
of same, four teaspoons, one tablespoon, two forks, one lot of trash too 
worthless to enumerate. nr - 


HEADQUARTERS COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Augusta, Ga., May 5, 1865. 
Brigadier-Generals TERRY and IMBODEN, 
Commanding Prison Districts, and 
Subordinate Commanders of Prisoners of War: 
The Commissary-General of Prisoners directs me to instruct you to 
parole all Federal prisoners of war now held within our jurisdiction, 
according to established forms, and to send them under flag of truce 
in charge of competent officers to the nearest accessible point in the 
Federal lines for exchange, taking receipts in triplicate from Federal 
officers authorized to receive them for all prisoners thus delivered. 
Circumspection and humane treatment in accordance with the cus- 
toms ot war will be strictly enjoined on all officers charged with these 
duties, and all others connected with the service of this department. 
Reports and returns will be promptly rendered of all action under 
these instructions. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
[Not signed. ] 


WASHINGTON, May 6, 1865—1 p.m. 
Major-General HALLEOK: 
Since your dispatch of the 3d [5th] I think it will be advisable to leave 
Hunter alone for the present. Although it would meet with opposition 
(pomisimet! Uiqsinicn ieee) se Pe 


*Not found. 
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in the North to allow Lee the benefit of amnesty, I think it would have 

the best possible effect toward restoring good feeling and peace in the 

South to have him come in. All the people except a few political 

leaders in the South will accept whatever he does as right, and will be 
ided to a great extent by his example. 

a ae asl % : U. S. GRANT, 


Lieutenant- General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., May 6, 1865—2 p.m. 
Major-General Tuomas, Nashville, Tenn. : 

Paroled prisoners surrendered by Lee and Johnston and others enter- 
ing into the same arrangement will be allowed to return to their homes 
if within any of the States which seceded. If belonging to other 
States they must take the oath of allegiance first, under the decision 
of the Attorney-General. Prisoners captured in battle are not to be 
allowed paroles nor the privilege of discharge in any way except on 
authority of the War Department. 

U. S. GRANT, 


Lieutenant- General. 


[MAY 6, 1865.—For Palmer to Stanton, in regard to treatment of 
Confederate soldiers returning to Kentucky, and Stanton’s reply (May 
17), see Series I, Vol. XLIX, Part II, pp. 638, 823. ] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS, 
Little Rock, Ark., May 6, 1865. 
Maj. C. C. WHITE, 
Provost-Marshal- General, Department of Arkansas: 


MaJsor: The major-general commanding directs that the operation 
of paragraph 5, Special Orders, No. 106, dated 3d instant, be suspended, 
and that the prisoners of war sent by you to the steamer for transpor- 
tation to New Orleans for exchange be returned to the prison at this 
place, with a view to submit to them a proposition to take the amnesty 
oath and oath of allegiance and return to their respective homes, 
authority for which has just been received from Lieutenant-General 
Grant, dated Washington, April 30, ultimo.* 

Very respectfully, 
JOHN LEVERING, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hp@rs. MILITARY DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI, 
OFFICE AGENT OF EXCHANGE, 
New Orleans, La., May 6, 1865. 
Capt. C. H. DyErR, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Military Division of West Mississippi: 

Sir: I have the honor to inclose herewith statement of exchanges 
between Trans- Mississippi Department, O. 8. Army, and Military Divis- 
ion of West Mississippi, U.S. Army, and a copy ofa letter written by me 
to General E. K. Smith, commanding Trans-Mississippi Department.t 


* See p. 521. tSee May 4, p. 531. 
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T also have the honor to inform you that an agreement has been made 
between Major Szymanski, assistant agent of exchange, ©. S. Army, 
and myself to meet again on 25th instant at Hog Point, La., at which 
time, so Major Szymanski promised, he will turn over to me a number 
of our prisoners now confined in Camp Ford, Tyler, Tex. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

. WM. H. STERLING, 
Captain and Agent of Exchange, Mil. Div. of West Mississippi. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF MISSISSIPPI, 

; Vicksburg, Miss., May 6, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. H. A. M. HENDERSON, 

Assistant Agent of Exchange, C. S Army: 

Major-General Dana directs me to inform you that Capt. G. A. Will- 
iams, of the department staff, will be in readiness to turn over to you 
about 2,500 Confederate prisoners of war, commencing at about 8 
o’clock to-morrow a. m., from on board the Atlantic and Mississippi 
Steamship Company’s wharf boat and the steamer Indiana. You are 
requested to have an officer with you to superintend the transfer, in 
order that it may go on from both places at once. 


I am, sir, respectfully, 
FREDERIC SPEED, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ANDERSONVILLE, GA., May 7, 1865. 


Maj. Gen. J. H. Witson, U.S. Army, 
Commanding, Macon, Ga. : 

GENERAL: It is with great reluctance that I address you these lines, 
being fully aware how little time is left you to attend to such matters 
as I now have the honor to lay before you; and if I could see any other 
way to accomplish my object I would not intrude upon you. 1 ama 
native of Switzerland, and was before the war a citizen of Louisiana, 
by profession a physician. Like hundreds and thousands of others I 
was carried away by the maelstrom of excitement and joined the 
Southern Army. I was very severely wounded at the battle of the 
Seven Pines, near Richmond, Va., and have nearly lost the use of my 
right arm. Unfit for field duty, 1 was ordered to report to Bvt. Brig. 
Gen. J. H. Winder, in charge of Federal prisoners of war, who ordered me 
to take charge of a prison in Tuscaloosa, Ala. My health failing me, I 
applied for a furlough and went to Europe, from whence I returned in 
February, 1864. I was then ordered to report to the commandant of 
military prisons at Andersonville, Ga., who assigned me to the com- 
mand of the interior of the prison. The duties I had to perform were 
arduous and unpleasant, and I am satisfied that no man can or will 
justly blame me for things that happened here and which were beyond 
my power to control. I do not think that I ought to be held respon- 
sible for the shortness of rations, for the overcrowded state of the 
prison (which was in itself a prolific source of the fearful mortality), 
for the inadequate supplies of clothing, want of shelters, &c. Still I 
now bear the odium, and men who were prisoners here seem disposed 
to wreak their vengeance upon me for what they have suffered, who 
was only the medium, or, I may better say, the tool in the hands of 
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my superiors. This is my condition. Iam aman witha family; I lost 
all my property when the Federal army besieged Vicksburg; 1 have no 
means at present to go any place, and even if I had I know of no place 
where I could go. My life is in danger, and I most respectfully ask of 
you help and relief. If you will be so generous as to give me some 
sort of a safe-conduct, or, what I should greatly prefer, a guard to pro- 
tect myself and family against violence, I shall be thankful to you, and 
you may rest assured that your protection will not be given to one who 
is unworthy of it. My intention is to return with my family to Europe 
so-soon as I can make the arrangements. 
In the meantime I have the honor, general, to remain, 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ELLY, WIRZ, 
Captain, C. S. Army. 


[First indorsement.] 


Hpgrs. CAVALRY Corps, MIL. Div. OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Macon, Ga., May 19, 1865. 
Respectfully forwarded. Attention called to the letter of Captain 
Wirz and accompanying statement of escaped prisoners. 
J. H. WILSON, 
Brevet Major-General. 


[Second indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OUMBERLAND, 
Nashville, Tenn., May 26, 1865. 

Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army. 

The writer of this will be sent under guard, in charge of Captain 
eee Second U.S. Cavalry, this day to Washington for final dispo- 
sition. 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Major-General, U. 8. Army, Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ! WAR DEpT., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFIOE, 
No. 85. Washington, May 8, 1865. 

Ordered, That all prisoners of war, except officers above the rank of 
colonel, who before the capture of Richmond signified their desire to 
take the oath of allegiance to the United States and their unwilling- 
ness to be exchanged be forthwith released upon their taking the said 
oath, and transportation furnished them to their respective homes. In 
respect to all other prisoners of war further orders will be issued. 

_ The Commissary-General of Prisoners will issue the necessary regula- 
tions for preserving the requisite record of the prisoners of war to be 
released under this order, the record to set forth the name of the 
prisoner, his place of residence, the organization to which he belonged, 
the time and place of capture, &c. The oaths of allegiance will be 
administered by the commanding officers of the prison camps and forts, 
who will send by telegraph daily reports of the prisoners released to 
the Commissary-General of Prisoners. These reports will be consoli- 
dated for each day and transmitted to the Secretary of War. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 
KE. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 215, Washington, May 8, 1865. 
* * * * * * * 


9. Paroled officers and men of the late rebel armies whose homes 
were, at the date of their joining these armies, in States that have 
never been in rebellion, and who are not excepted from the benefits of 
the President’s amnesty proclamation, will, upon taking the oath pre- 
Benes therein, be permitted to return to their former homes in those 

cates. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. O., May 8, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. A. SCHOEPF, Commanding Fort Delaware, Del.: 
GENERAL: In pursuance of instructions received from the Secretary 
of War I have the honor to request that all prisoners of war, except 
officers above the rank of colonel, who before the capture of Richmond 
signified their desire to take the oath of allegiance to the United States, 
and their unwillingness to be exchanged, be forthwith released on their 
taking the said oath, and transportation furnished them to their respec- 
tive homes. Please send by telegraph to this office daily reports of the 
prisoners released, giving the names, rank, company, and regiment, 
date and place of capture, and place of residence. The place of resi- 
dence will be noted on rolls in the column of remarks. The foregoing 
order does not apply to citizen prisoners. In respect to all other 
prisoners of war further orders will be issued. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bvt. Brig. Gen., U. 8. Army, and Oommissary-General of Prisoners. 
By G. BLAGDEN, 
Major, Second Mass. Oav., and Asst. to Com. Gen. of Prisoners. 


(Same to all officers in charge of prisoners of war.) 


[May 8, 1865.—For order directing arrest of Zebulon B. Vance and 
resulting correspondence, see Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part III.] 


[May 8, 1865.—For Reynolds to Adjutant-General U.S. Army, re- 
porting number of Confederates taking amnesty oath and oath of 
allegiance at Little Rock, Ark., see Series I, Vol. XLVIII, Part I, 
p. 348.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF MISSISSIPPI, 
Vicksburg, May 8, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM HOFFMAN, U.S. Army, 3 
Commissary-General of Prisoners: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to forward herewith rolls of prisoners 
of war delivered at this place on parole by Lieut. Col. H. A. M. Hen- 
derson, assistant agent of exchange, O. S. Army, for the States of Ohio, 
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Michigan, Indiana, Tennessee, Kentucky, and Virginia. This completes 
the record of the whole of the deliveries at this place, with the excep- 
tion of those which have taken place since the 1st instant, of which 
special reports have or will be made. ! : 
The majority of the men named on the rolls transmitted herewith 
were on the Sultana. All such were originally checked thus ( V), but 
since the shipment some names have been checked on the same rolls, so 
that it is impracticable at this time to identify the men who were on 
the Sultana, but a comparison of these rolls with the roll of men con- 
ducted to Camp Chase by Lieut. Ed. L. Davenport, Fifty-second U.S. 
Colored Infantry, on the 30th ultimo will show the name of each man 
embarked en 
am, sir, very respectfu 
ponerse si N. J. T. DANA, 
Major-General. 


Hpgrs. MILITARY DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI, 
New Orleans, La., May 8, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. W. HoFFMAN, Commissary-General of Prisoners : 
GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that I have delivered to 
Maj. Ig. Szymanski, Confederate assistant agent of exchange in Trans- 
Mississippi Department, on May 4, 1865, at Red River Landing, La., 
equivalents for all our prisoners of war who have been paroled by Major 
Szymanski in February, 1865, at Red River Landing, and were received 
by Col. Charles C. Dwight, then agent of exchange for this division. 
The rolls of said officers and enlisted men were already forwarded by 
Colonel Dwight. I would respectfully request that you will have them 
declared exchanged. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. STERLING, 
Captain, First U. 8. Infaniry, Agent of Exchange. 


WEstT Point, May 8, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE H. THOMAS: 
(Care Captain Marshall.) 

I am directed by Major-General Canby to inform you that by his 
directions about 1,000 prisoners of war of General Taylor’s army 
belonging to Missouri will be sent to Paducah, there to await the 
pleasure of the War Department. Please inform commanding officer 
at Paducah. 

; GEORGE L. ANDREWS, 
Brig. Gen., U. 8. Vols., Com. for Paroling Prisoners of War. 


Captain Marshall will deliver above to officer commanding U. S. 
forces at Eastport, Miss. 
By command of Lieutenant-General Taylor: 
W. F. BULLOOK, Jr., 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


; VICKSBURG, MIss., May 8, 1865. 

Brig. Gen. M. L, SMirH, Commanding District of Vicksburg: 
GENERAL: The times upon which we have fallen are peculiar and 

require prompt and discreet action. I suppose it is the desire of all 
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well-meaning men to see peace restored to the country. Neither of the 
late contending sides wishes to see inaugurated a predatory warfare. 
You are aware of the fact that many thousand Confederate soldiers 
whose homes are remote from the place of parole or surrender are now 
in the country. I submit the following facts: First, these men are 
without money that can, in the present state of affairs, be employed as 
currency; second, all Oonfederate commissaries east of the Mississippi 
River have been surrendered, together with their supplies; third, the 
people in this section have been devastated by armies, and the heaviest — 
levies for supplies have been imposed by each army in turn ; fourth, a 
sordid and mean selfishness will pervade the feelings and actions of a 
great many, and the third fact mentioned will be used as an apology. 
Now, I submit if it is not probable that these men, who have fought 
for four years in a hopeless cause, when surrounded by such circum- 
stances and denied by the Federal authorities the privilege of returning 
to their homes and transportation to enable them to reach them, will 
not league themselves together and determine by force to sustain 
themselves. Now, as corollaries to the foregoing I append: First. Ifa 
real peace, one which will enable peaceful avocations to be resumed 
and large armies to be disbanded, is the actual desire of the U. S. 
authorities, is it not a trivial matter, compared with the public good to 
ensue, to give these men transportation to their homes? By this 
means you prevent them from herding and organizing. Soon the 
United States proposes to muster out large forces. Among them are 
many restless, lawless characters who will strike hands with Confeder- 
ate outlaws, and in large, roving bands of highwaymen desolate what 
remains of Southern prosperity and employ to a considerable extent 
the energies of the U.S. War Department. Around a nucleus large 
organizations may be gathered. To prevent an inauguration from 
necessity of guerrilla warfare every facility should be afforded Con- 
federate soldiers to return to their homes. Second. I do not consider 
it good policy to require paroled prisoners to take the oath in order to 
receive transportation for the following reasons: First. The oath at 
present is taken from necessity and a morbid desire under all the cir- 
cumstances to return to their homes. As such it appears to have the 
semblance of an oath given under duress. Second. The parole itself 
is an oath, and the furlough provides that the bearer is permitted to 
return to his home subject to proper respect of constituted authority 
in that locality. Third. Numbers of these men will refuse to take the 
oath at present, though denied transportation or any other privilege. 
For four weary years, through unparalleled sufferings, they have fol- 
lowed the fortunes of the Confederate flag. With many of them their 
career as soldiers has been one of pride. As yet the Confederate States 
have not been announced defunct. If they take the oath now they 
will be branded by their comrades as deserters and wear that badge of 
shame down to an ignominious grave. They already stand impeached 
by the United States as traitors. Is any strategy to be employed to 
necessitate linking with that disrepute the crime of desertion? Do 
you suppose that good citizenship can be founded and built up upon a 
character wretched [wrecked ?] by such bitter humiliation? I have no 
doubt but that when the events of a few weeks transpire all good 
men will feel it ahigh duty to resume allegiance to the United States. 
For the present I think good policy dictates that paroled men be 
allowed to return to their homes upon furloughs and that, in view of 
the fact of a general surrender of all forces east of the Mississippi, 
they be furnished with transportation. I trust, general, that you know 
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me well enough to understand that I have no motive in laying this 
communication before you but that which relates to the public welfare 
and the individual good of all. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. A. M. HENDERSON, 
Lieut. Col. and Assistant Agent of Buchange, 0. S. Army. 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, Meridian, May 8, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. R. L. Gisson, C. S. Army: 

GENERAL: The lieutenant-general commanding desires that you will 
meet Brigadier-General Andrews, U.S. Army, at the train this even- 
ing and escort him and Brigadier-General Dennis, U. S. Army, to 
these headquarters. General Andrews is provost-marshal-general of 
Major-General Canby’s army, and the commissioner-in-chief appointed 
by that officer to receive the surrender of this command; hence the 
propriety of your meeting him at the cars. Brigadier-General Dennis 
is also a commissioner, appointed by General Canby, to act with Brig- 
adier-General Jackson, C. S. Army, in paroling the cavalry. He will 
no doubt go to Gainesville to-morrow. These officers will be the guests 
of the lieutenant-general commanding during their stay here. They 
will be accompanied by Colonel Bertram, another commissioner, whe 
will be met by an officer of appropriate rank; also by officers of the 
several supply departments, who will be met and entertained by the 
chiefs of the respective bureaus from these headquarters. You will 
find ambulances at the cars. The train will probably arrive between 
7 and 8 o’clock this evening. 

Iam, general, most respectfully, &c., 
W. F. BULLOCK, JR., 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE JAMES, 
Richmond, Va., May 9, 1865. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, Secretary of War, Washington: 

Sig: I inclose herewith the papers* which Mr. Speed and his asse- 
ciates wished to carry to Washington. I am satisfied that neither of 
these gentlemen intended anything wrong, nor did they suppose that 
by being the bearers of these papers they would be regarded as recog- 
nizing the official authority of William Smith as Governor of this 
State. They protest to me that their only object was to organize some 
unobjectionable system for preserving order in the interior. 

I have arrested them and shall await your orders. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLEOK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. O., May 9, 1865. 
SUPERINTENDENT OF PENITENTIARY, Columbus, Ohio: 
Sir: In pursuance of instructions received from the Secretary of 
War I am directed by the Commissary-General of Prisoners to request 


*Not found; for order directing arrest of Speed and his associat i 
Vol. XLVI, Part III, p. 1106. g to Ss 
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that Col. Robert J. Breckinridge, of the rebel service, now under your 
charge, be transferred to the depot of prisoners of war at Johnson’s 
Island, near Sandusky, Ohio, and turned over to the commanding offi- 
cer of that post. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. T. HARTZ, 
Oaptain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. 0., May 9, 1865. 
Col. J. G. PARKHURST, 
Provost-Marshal-General, Nashville, Tenn. : 


COLONEL: With reference to your communication of the 27th ultimo, 
and in the absence of the Commissary-General of Prisoners, I have the 
honor to inform you that prisoners of war released upon taking the oath 
of allegiance are allowed to go to their homes or any other place within 
the Federal lines, but not beyond them. The terms lines to be construed 
in a military sense, or in other words, the lines actually guarded by 
Federal forces as described by General Orders, No. 73, current series, 
from the War Department, copy herewith inclosed.* Troops of Gen- 
eral Lee’s command and others paroled on the same conditions must 
remain within the rebel lines as construed by the foregoing mentioned 
orders. The same conditions apply no doubt to the forces paroled by 
Generals Wilson and Stoneman, as it is probable they were paroled on 
the same terms with the forces of General Lee. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. T. HARTZ, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) HEADQUARTERS DISTRIOT OF INDIANA, 
No. 27. } Indianapolis, May 9, 1865. 


I. In accordance with General Court-Martial Orders, No. 214, dated 
War Department, Adjutant-General’s Office, Washington, May 2, 1865, 
to-wit— 


GENERAL Wak DEPARTMENT, 
CourRT-MaRTIAL Onnes ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICH, 
No. 214, Washington, May 2, 1865. 

I. Before a military commission which convened at Indianapolis, Ind., October 19, 
1864, pursuant to Special Orders, No. 129, dated September 17, 1864; No. 132, dated 
September 21, 1864; No. 142, dated October 5, 1864; No. 153, dated October 18, 1864, 
and No. 154, dated October 19, 1864, headquarters District of Indiana, Indianapolis, 
and of which Bvt. Brig. Gen. Silas Colgrove, U. 8. Volunteers, is president, were 
arraigned and tried— 


William A. Bowles, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey, citizens of the 
State of Indiana. 


CuHarcE I: Conspiracy against the Government of the United States. 


Specification 1.—In this, that the said William A. Bowles, Andrew Humphreys, 
Horace Heffren, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey, did, among themselves, 
and with Harrison H. Dodd, of Indiana; Joshua F. Bullitt, of Kentucky; J. A. Bar- 
rett, of Missouri, and others, conspire against the Government and duly constituted 
authorities of the United States, and did join themselves to, and secretly organize 
and disseminate, a secret, unlawful society or order, known as the Order of Ameri- 
can Knights, or Order of the Sons of Liberty, having both a civil and military 


*See Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part III, p. 918. 
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organization and jurisdiction, for the purpose of overthrowing the Government and 
duly constituted authorities of the United States. This, at a period of war and 
armed rebellion against the authorities of the United States, at or near Indianapolis, 
Ind., a State within the military lines of the Army of the United States, and the 
theater of military operations, and which had been, and was constantly threatened 
to be, invaded by the enemy. This, on or about the 16th day of May, 1864. 

Specification 2.—In this, that the said William A. Bowles, Andrew Humphreys, 
Horace Heffren, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey, during an existing 
rebellion against the Government and authorities of the United States, said rebel- 
lion claiming to be in name of and on behalf of certain States, being a part of and 
owing allegiance to the United States, did combine and agree with one Harrison H: 
Dodd, of Indiana; Joshua F. Bullitt, of Kentucky; J. A. Barrett, of Missouri, and 
others, to adopt and impart to others the creed or ritual of a secret, unlawful 
society or order, known as the Order of American Knights, or Order of the Sons of 
Liberty, denying the authority of the United States to coerce to submission certain 
rebellious citizens of said United States, designing thereby to lessen the power and 
prevent the increase of the armies of the United States, and thereby did recognize 
and sustain the right of the citizens and States then in rebellion to disregard and 
resist the authority of the United States. This, at a period of war and armed rebel- 
lion against the authority of the United States, at or near the city of Indianapolis, 
Ind., a State within the military lines of the Army of the United States, and the 
theater of military operations, which had been, and was threatened to be, invaded 
by the enemy. This, on or about the 22d day of February, 1864. 

Specification 3.—In this, that the said William A. Bowles, Andrew Humphreys, 
Horace Heffren, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey, citizens of the State of 
Indiana, owing true faith and allegiance to the Government of the United States, 
and while pretending to be peaceable, loyal citizens of the Government, did secretly 
and covertly combine, agree, and conspiré among themselves, with one Harrison H. 
Dodd, of Indiana; Joshua F’.. Bullitt, of Kentucky; J. A. Barrett, of Missouri, and 
others, to overthrow and render powerless the Government of the United States, 
and did, in pursuance of said combination, agreement, and conspiracy, form and 
organize a certain unlawful secret society or order, and did extend, and assist in 
extending, said unlawful secret society or order known as the Order of American 
Knights, or Order of Sons of Liberty, whose intent and purpose was 1o cripple and 
render powerless the efforts of the Government of the United States in suppressing 
a then existing formidable rebellion against said Government. This, on or about 
the 1st day of October, 1863, at a period of war and armed rebellion, at or near the 
city of Indianapolis, Ind., a State within the military lines of the Army of the 
United States, and the theater of military operations, which had been, and was 
constantly threatened to be, invaded by the enemy. 

Specification 4.—In this, that the said William A. Bowles, Andrew Humphreys, 
Horace Heffren, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey did conspire and agree 
with Harrison H. Dodd, David T. Yagel, John C. Walker, and Joshua F. Bullitt, 
and others, these men at that time holding military positions and rank in a certain 
secret unlawful society or organization known as the Order of American Knights, 
or Order of the Sons of Liberty, to seize by force the United States and State 
arsenals at Indianapolis, Ind., Columbus, Ohio, and Springfield, Ill., to. release by 
force the rebel prisoners held by the authorities of the United States at Rock Island 
and Camp Douglas, Ill., Camp Morton, Ind., and Camp Chase, Ohio, and the depot 
of prisoners of war on Johnson’s Island, and arm those prisoners with the arms 
thus seized; and that then said conspirators, with all the forces they were able to 
raise in the secret order above named, were, in conjunction with the rebel prisoners 
thus released and armed, to march into Kentucky and Missouri and co-operate with 
the rebel forces to be sent to those States by the rebel authorities against the Gov- 
ernment and authorities of the United States. This, on or about the 20th day of 
July, 1864, at a period of war and rebellion against the authority of the United 
States, at or near the city of Chicago, Ill., a State within the lines of the Army of 


the United States, and the theater of military operations, and threatened by invasion 
of the enemy. 


Bers ie II: Affording aid and comfort to rebels against the authority of the United 
ates. 

Specification 1.—In this, that the said William A. Bowles, Andrew Humphreys, 
Horace Heffren, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey, being then members of 
a certain secret unlawful society or order known as the Order of American Knights, 
or Order of the Sons of Liberty—the United States being then in arms to Suppress & 
rebellion in certain States against the authority of the United States—said William 
A. Bowles, Andrew Humphreys, Horace Heffren, Lambdin P. Milligan, Stephen 
Horsey, and others, then and there acting as members and officers of said secret 
unlawful society or order, did design and plot to communicate with the enemies of 
the United States, and did communicate with the enemies of the United States, 
with the intent that they should in large force invade the territory of the United 
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States, to wit, the States of Kentucky, Indiana, and Illinois, with the further 
intent that the so-called secret unlawful society or order aforesaid should then and 
there co-operate with the said armed forces of the said rebellion against the 
authority of the United States, and did communicate to said armed forces the intent 
and purposes of said secret unlawful society or order. This, at a period of war and 
armed rebellion against the authority of the United States, at or near the city of 
Indianapolis, Ind., a State within the military lines of the Army of the United 
States, and the theater of military operations, which had been, and was constantly 
threatened to be, invaded by the enemies of the United States. This, on or about 
the 16th day of May, 1864, 

Specification 2.—In this, that the said William A. Bowles, Andrew Humphreys, 
Horace Heffren, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey, while the Government 
was attempting by force of arms to suppress an existing rebellion, while guerrillas 
and other armed supporters ofthe rebellion were in the State of Kentucky, did send 
& messenger and brother member with them of a secret unlawful society or order 
known as the Order of American Knights, or Order of the Sons of Liberty, into said 
State of Kentucky, with instructions for Joshua F, Bullitt, grand commander of 
said secret unlawful society or order in said State, and other members of said secret 
society or order in said State, to select good couriers or runners, to go upon short 
notice, and for the purpose of assisting those in rebellion against the United States, 
to call to arms the members of said secret society or order, and other sympathizers 
with the existing rebellion, whenever a signal should be given by the authorities of 
said secret society or order. This, on or about the 20th day of July, 1864, at a period 
of war and armed rebellion sheen the authority of the United States, at or near 
Indianapolis, Ind., a State within the military lines of the Army of the United States, 
and the theater of military operations, and which had been, and was constantly 
threatened to be, invaded by the enemy. 

Specification 3.—In this, that the said William A. Bowles, Andrew Humphreys, 
Horace Heffren, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey, being citizens of the 
State of Indiana, United States of America, and owing true allegiance to the said 
United States, did join themselves to a certain unlawful secret society or order 
‘known as the Order of American Knights, or Order of Sons of Liberty, designed for 
the overthrow of the Government of the United States, and to compel terms with 
the citizens or authorities of the so-called Confederate States, the same being por- 
tions of the United States, and in rebellion against the authority of the United 
States, and did communicate the designs and intent of said order to those in rebellion 
against the Government of the United States. This, on or about the 20th day of 
July, 1864, at a period of war and armed rebellion against the authority of the 
United States, at or near Indianapolis, Ind., a State within the military lines of the 
Army of the United States, and the theater of military operations, and which had 
been, and was constantly threatened to be, invaded by the enemy. 


CHARGE III: Inciting insurrection. 


Specification 1.—In this, that the said William A. Bowles, Andrew Humphreys, 
Horace Heffren, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey did, during a time of 
war between the United States and armed enemies of the United States, and of 
rebellion against the Government, organize, and attempt to arm, and did arm, a 
portion of the citizens of the United States, through an unlawful secret society or 
order known as the Order of American Knights, or Order of Sons of Liberty, with 
the intent to induce them, with themselves, to throw off the authority of the United 
States, and co-operate with said armed enemies of the United States against the 
legally constituted authorities of the United States. This, on or about the 20th day 
of July, 1864, at or near Indianapolis, Ind., a State within the military lines of the 
Army of. the United States, and the theater of military operations, and which had 
been, and was constantly threatened to be, invaded by the enemy. 

Specification 2.—In this, that the said William A. Bowles, Andrew Humphreys, 
Horace Heffren, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey did, by public addresses, 
by secret circulars and communications, and by other means, endeavor to and did 
arouse sentiments of hostility to the Government of the United States, and did 
attempt to induce the people to revolt against said Government, and secretly organ- 
ize and arm themselves for the purpose of resisting the laws of the United States 
and the orders of the duly elected President thereof. This, on or about the 16th day 
of February, 1864, at a period of war and armed rebellion against the authority of 
the United States, at or near Indianapolis, Ind., a State within the military lines of 
the Army of the United States, and the theater of military operations, and which 
had been, and was constantly threatened to be, invaded by the enemy. 


CuHarGE IV: Disloyal practices. 
Specification 1.—In this, that the said William A. Bowles, Andrew Humphreys, 
Horace Heffren, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey, at a time of war and 
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during an armed rebellion against the legally constituted authorities and Govern- 
ment of the United States, did counsel and advise citizens of and owing allegiance 
and military service to the United States to disregard the authority of the United 
States, and to resist a call or draft designed to increase the Army of the United 
States, and did make preparation and attempt to arm, and did arm, certain citizens 
of the United States belonging to a certain unlawful secret society or order known 
as the Order of American ni ghts, or Order of the Sons of Liberty, for the purpose 
and with the intent of resisting said call or draft. This, on or about the 1st day 
of July, 1864, at or near Shoals Station, Martin County, Ind., a State within the 
military lines of the Army of the United States, and the theater of military oper- 
ations, and which had been, and was constantly threatened to be, invaded by the 
enemy. 

Spevification 2.—In this, that the said William A. Bowles, Andrew Humphreys, 
Horace Heffren, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey, at a time of war and 
during an armed rebellion against the legally constituted authorities and Govern- 
ment of the United States, did counsel and advise citizens of and owing allegiance 
and military service to the United States to disregard the authority of the United 
States, and to resist a call or draft designed to increase the Army of the United 
States, and did make preparations and attempts to arm, and did arm, certain citizens 
of the United States belonging to a certain unlawful secret society or order known 
as the Order of American Knights, or Order of the Sons of Liberty, for the purpose 
and with the intent of resisting said call or draft. This, on or about the 1st day of 
November, 1863, at or near Green Fork Township, Randolph County, Ind., a State 
within the military lines of the Army of the United States, and the theater of mili- 
tary operations, and which had been, and was constantly threatened to be, invaded 
by the enemy. 

Specification 3.—In this, that the said William A. Bowles, Andrew Humphreys, 
Horace Heffren, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey, at a time of war and 
during an armed rebellion against the legally constituted authorities and Govern- 
ment of the United States, did counsel and advise citizens of and owing allegiance 
and military service to the United States to disregard the authority of the United 
States, and to resist a call or draft designed to increase. the Army of the United 
States, and did make preparations, and did attempt to arm, and did arm, certain 
citizens of the United States belonging to a certain unlawful secret society or 
order known as the Order of American Knights, or Order of Sons of Liberty, for the 
purpose and with the intent of resisting said call or draft. This, on or about the 
16th day of May, 1864, at or near Indianapolis, Ind., a State within the military 
lines of the Army of the United States, and the theater of military operations, and. 
which had been, and was constantly threatened to be, invaded by the enemy. 

Specification 4.—In this, that the said William A. Bowles, Andrew Humphreys, 
Horace Heffren, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey, at a time of war and 
during an armed rebellion against the legally constituted authorities and Govern- 
ment of the United States, did counsel and advise citizens of and owing allegiance 
and military service to the United States to disregard the authority of the United 
States and to resist a call or draft designed to increase the Army of the United States, 
and did make preparation and attempt to arm, and did arm, certain citizens of the 
United States belonging to a certain unlawful secret society or order known as the 
Order of American Knights, or Order of the Sons of Liberty, for the purpose and 
with the intent of resisting said call or draft. This, on or about the 1st day of 
August, 1864, at or near Salem, Washington County, Ind., a State within the military 
lines of the Army of the United States, and the theater of military operations, and 
which had been, and was constantly threatened to be, invaded by the enemy. 

Specification 5.—In this, that the said William A. Bowles, Andrew Humphreys, 
Horace Heffren, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey did accept and hold 
offices of the military forces for the State of Indiana in a certain unlawful secret 
society or order known as the Order of American Knights, or Order of the Sons of 
Liberty, which said offices and military forces were unknown to the Constitution and 
laws of the United States or of the State of Indiana, and were not in aid of but 
opposed to the legally constituted authorities thereof. This, on or about the 16th 
day of February, 1864, at a time of war and armed rebellion against the authority of 
the United States, at or near Indianapolis, Ind., a State within the military lines of 
the Army of the United States, and the theater of military operations, and which 
had been, and was constantly threatened to be, invaded by the enemy. 


CHARGE VY: Violation of the laws of war. 


Specification 1.—In this, that the said William A. Bowles, Andrew Hum 
Horace Heffren, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey did, while the aoe 
ment of the United States was carrying on war with the enemies of the United 
States engaged in rebellion against their authority, while pretending to be peace- 
able, loyal citizens of the United States, violate their allegiance, and did, as citizens 
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of said Government, attempt to introduce said enemies of the United States into the 
loyal States of said United States, thereby to overthrow and destroy the authority 
of the United States. This, on or about the 16th day of May, 1864, at or near the city 
of Indianapolis, Ind., a State within the military lines of the Army of the United 
States, and the theater of military operations, which had been, and was constantly 
threatened to be, invaded by the enemy. ; 

Specification 2.—In this, that the said William A. Bowles, Andrew Humphreys, 
Horace Heffren, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey, did, during a war 
between the United States and the said enemies of the United States en aged in 
rebellion against their authority, and while pretending to be peaceable, loyal citizens 
of the United States, organize and extend a certain unlawful secret society or order 
knewn as the Order of American Knights, or Order of the Sons of Liberty, having 
for its purpose the same general object and design as the said enemies of the United 
States, and with the intent to aid and insure the success of said enemies in their 
resistance to the legally constituted authorities of the United States. This, at or near 
the city of Indianapolis, Ind., on or about the 16th day of May, 1864. 

To which charges and specifications the accused, William A. Bowles, Lambdin P. 
Milligan, and Stephen Horsey, citizens of the State of Indiana, pleaded not guilty. 


FINDING. 


The court having maturely considered the evidence adduced, finds the accused, 
William A. Bowles, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey, citizens of the State 
of Indiana, as follows: 

km the cases of William A. Bowles and Lambdin P. Milligan, citizens of the State of 
Indiana— 

Charge I. 


Of the first were toate: guilty. 
Of the second specification, guilty. 
Of the third specification, guilty. 
Of the fourth specification, guilty. 
Of the charge, guilty. 


Charge LI. 


Of the first specification, guilty. 
Of the second specification, guilty. 
Of the third specification, guilty. 
Of the charge, guilty. 


Charge IT). 


Of the first specification, guilty. 
Of the second specification, guilty. 
Of the charge, guilty. 


Charge IV. 


Of the first specification, guilty. 
Of the second specification, guilty. 
Of the third specification, guilty. 
Of the fourth specification, guilty. 
Of the fifth specification, guilty. 
Of the charge, guilty. 
Charge V. 


Of the first specification, guilty. 
Of the second specification, guilty. 
Of the charge, guilty. 


In the case of Stephen Horsey, of the State of Indiana— 


Charge I. 
Of the first specification, guilty. 
Of the second specification, guilty. 
Of the third specification, guilty. 
Of the fourth specification, guilty. 
Of the charge, guilty. 
Charge II. 


Of the first specification, guilty. 
Of the second specification, guilty. 
Of the third specification, guilty. 
Of the charge, guilty. 
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Charge III. 


Of the first specification, guilty. - 
Of the second specification, guilty. 
Of the charge, guilty. 


Charge IV. 


Of the first specification, guilty. 
Of the second specification, guilty. 
Of the third specification, guilty. 

- Of the fourth specification, guilty. 
Of the fifth specification, not guilty. 
Of the charge, guilty. 


Charge V. 
Of the first specification, guilty. 
Of the second specification, guilty. 
Of the charge, guilty. 

SENTENCE. 


And the commission does, therefore, sentence them, William A. Bowles, Lambdin 
P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey, citizens of the State of Indiana, as follows: 

In the case of William A. Bowles, citizen of the State of Indiana, to be hanged by 
the neck until he be dead, at such time and place as the commanding general of this 
district shall designate, two-thirds of the members of the commission concurring 
therein. 

In the case of Lambdin P. Milligan, citizen of the State of Indiana, to be hanged 
by the neck until he be dead, at such time and place as the commanding general of 
this district shall designate, two-thirds of the members of the commission concurring 
therein. 

In the case of Stephen Horsey, citizen of the State of Indiana, to be hanged by the 
neck until he be dead, at such time and place as the commanding general of this 
district shall designate, two-thirds of the members of the commission concurring 
therein. . 

II. The proceedings, findings, and sentences of the commission in the cases of 
William A. Bowles, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey, citizens, were 
approved by the proper commanders and the records forwarded for the action of the 
President of the United States, who approves the sentences and directs that they be 
carried into execution by the commanding general of the District of Indiana, under 
the orders of the department commander, without delay. : 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

i W. A. NICHOLS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


William A. Bowles, citizen of the State of Indiana, will be hanged 
by the neck until he be dead on Friday, the 19th day of May, 1865, 
between the hours of 12 m. and 3 p. m., on the parade grounds between 
Camp Morton and Burnside Barracks, near the city of Indianapolis, 
Ind. Bvt. Brig. Gen. Ambrose A. Stevens, commanding Camp Morton 
and Burnside Barracks, is charged with the execution of this order and 
will make report thereof to the commanding general. 

Lambdin P. Milligan, citizen of the State of Indiana, will be hanged 
by the neck until he be dead on Friday, the 19th day of May, 1865, 
between the hours of 12 m. and 3 p. m., on the parade grounds between 
Camp Morton and Burnside Barracks, near the city of Indianapolis, 
Ind. Bvt. Brig. Gen. Ambrose A. Stevens, commanding Camp Morton 
and Burnside Barracks, is charged with the execution of this order and 
will make report thereof to the commanding general. 

Stephen Horsey, citizen of the State of Indiana, will be hanged by 
the neck until he be dead on Friday, the 19th day of May, 1865, 
between the hours of 12 m. and 3 p. m., on the parade grounds between 
Camp Morton and Burnside Barracks, near the city of Indianapolis, 
Ind. Bvt. Brig. Gen. Ambrose A. Stevens, commanding Camp Morton 
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and Burnside Barracks, is charged with the execution of this order and 
will make report thereof to the commanding general.* 
By command of Bvt. Maj. Gen. Alvin P. Hovey: 
J. W. WALKER, 
Major ond Assistant Adjutant-General. 


‘HDQ@Rs. ARMY AND DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI, 
Mobile, Ala., May 9, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. N. J. T. DANA, Vicksburg: 
(Care of Lieut. Gen. Richard Taylor, Meridian.) 

You will cause all prisoners of war arriving from Ship Island to be 
paroled at Vicksburg and sent from there to their respective homes, 
with the exception of Missourians and Kentuckians, who will be 
retained until the War Department has decided how they shall be 
disposed of. 

ED. R. 8. CANBY, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpqgs. ARMY AND DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI, 
Mobile, Ala., May 9, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE L. ANDREWS, Meridian, Miss.: 

General Dana was instructed this morning by telegraph to parole 
all prisoners sent to him from Ship Island, and to forward them to 
their respective homes direct, except such as belong to loyal States, 
who are to be retained by him until further orders from the War 
Department. Please to give General Dana any further instructions 


that you may deem necessary. 
P. J. OSTERHAUS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) WAR DEPT., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 89. ; Washington, May 10, 1865. 


Exchange of prisoners of war. 


The officers and enlisted men, prisoners of war, enumerated in Gen- 
eral Orders, No, 37, headquarters Department of the Gulf, April 15, 
1865, and therein declared exchanged, their equivalent having been 
delivered to the Confederate agent of exchange, Trans-Mississippi 
Department, April 9, 1865, at Red River Landing, La., are hereby 
declared duly exchanged. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 


Assistant Adjutant- General. 


MONTREAL, May 10, 1865. 


Hon. Epwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 
Sanders, Tucker, and Cleary are still here. Do you wish them ar- 
rested to await demand for extradition? 
B. DEVLIN. 


* By authority of the Secretary of War the proceedings of the military commission 
were edited by Benn Pitman, recorder to the commission, and published by Moore, 
Wilstach & Baldwin, Cincinnati, 1865, under the title ‘The Trials for Treason at 
Indianapolis.” 
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WHEELING, May 10, 1865. 
EK. M. STANTON: 

I wrote you on the 5th instant giving some reasons why rebel 
officers and soldiers should not be allowed to return into this State on 
parole. Allow me to add specifically that the counties composing the 
State of West Virginia gave over 23,000 majority against the ordinance 


of secession. 
A. I. BOREMAN, 
Governor. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington City, May 10, 1865. 
Governor A. I. BoREMAN, Wheeling, W. Va.: 

The Secretary of War directs me to say that the letter referred to in 
your telegram of this date has been received and that the subject is 
now under consideration. 

WM. G. MOORE, 


Assistant Adjutant- General, 


WaR DEPARTMENT, Washington City, May 10, 1865. 
General BARNES, or : 
OFFICER COMMANDING AT POINT Lookout: 

Frank B. Gurley, under sentence of death for the murder of General 
Robert L. McCook, was improperly sent to Point Lookout on the 22d 
of February for exchange. If he has not been exchanged, put him in 
irons and send him here. If he has been exchanged, state when. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


PorntT Lookout, May 10, 1865. 
Hon. E. M. STanton: 

Frank B. Gurley was sent to Colonel Mulford on the 17th of March, 
with a letter calling attention to the charges against him and eighteen 
others, by special order from the Commissary-General of Prisoners sent 
by telegraphic dispatch of the 17th of March from Washington. He 
was received here on the 2d of March. 

JAS. BARNES, 
Brigadier- General. 


RicumonpD, May 11, 1865. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 

R. M. T. Hunter has, in accordance with General Grant’s order, been 
arrested and is now on a gun-boat in the James awaiting further instruc- 
tions. Judge Campbell is still at his house awaiting the action of 
the President on his petition. If necessary, he can be confined with 
Mr. Hunter. He voluntarily submits himself to such punishment as 
the Government may see fit to impose. He is very destitute and much 
broken down, and his case excites much sympathy among loyal men 
here. This sympathy is due in part to his known hostility to Jeff. 
Davis for the last year or two.* 

H. W. HALLEOK, 
Major-General. 


*¥or correspondence relating to Campbell and Hunter not abligh ai i i 
see Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part III. ; stale Nt 
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RICHMOND, May 11, 1865. 

Hon. E. M. Sranton: 
_The following note just received from Mr. Hunter is telegraphed at 

his request: 

Major-General HaLLEcK: 


When arrested I was making arrangements to send to Richmond to know if I 
could obtain the amnesty upon the conditions mentioned in the amnesty proclama- 
tion. I was willing to make every fair effort to pacificate the country if possible. 
I am willing to accept the facts of the case and to take the Constitution of the United 
States and the laws and proclamations as established by recentevents. Whatever 
I undertake I will carry out in good faith. 

R. M. T, HUNTER. 


H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, May 11, 1865—9 p. m. 
Major-General HALLECK : 

You will permit Judge Campbell to remain in his house until the 
President acts upon his application. A strong impression exists that 
Judge Campbell’s conduct after the capture of Richmond was not fair 
or candid; that he misrepresented what passed between him and the 
late President, and labored as far as he dared to keep the rebellion 
alive. This impression is very strong in the North. I will present Mr. 
Hunter’s telegram to the President and report the result to you. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


|May 11, 1865.—For reports and correspondence relating to arrest, 
&e., of Alexander H. Stephens not published in this series, see Series 
I, Vol. XLIX. | 


WASHINGTON, May 11, 1865. 
Major-General HALLECK: 

Judge-Advocate-General Holt desires to have proof of the fact, which 
you remember was alleged some months ago, and which I see has been 
frankly admitted, that the Libby Prison in which our prisoners were 
confined was mined at about the time of Kilpatrick’s raid for the 
purpose of blowing up our prisoners. The Judge-Advocate-General 
desires that you will have the fact fully ascertained and verified by 
witnesses, and that you will send here the witnesses by whom it can 


be proved. You will please do so. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF MISSISSIPPI, 
Vicksburg, May 11, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. BE. R. 8. Cansy, Mobile, Ala.: 

Your dispatch of the 9th via Meridian is received. All the prisoners 
from Ship Island had previously been turned over to the Confederate 
agent of exchange, on parole in lieu of prisoners delivered by him. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, 
N. J. T. DANA, 


Major-General, 


552 PRISONERS OF WAR AND STAME, ETC. 


Hpgrs, ARMY AND DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI, 
Mobile, Ala., May 11, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. T. KILBY SMITH, f 
Commanding District of South Alabama, Fort Gaines, Ala.: 
Sir: The major-general commanding directs that all officers and men 
now held as prisoners of war within the limits of your command be 
released on special parole, in accordance with the stipulations of the 
surrender of Lieut. Gen. Richard Taylor and his army.’ All paroled 
prisoners are at liberty to return to their homes, except General Cock- 
rell, and such others as belong to loyal States (including Kentucky and 
Missouri), who are required to remain within the lines of the military 
division until the pleasure of the War Department in regard to them 
has been communicated. Forms of blanks are transmitted, herewith 
inclosed. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. T. CHRISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington City, May 11, 1865. 
Hon. B. DEVLIN, Montreal, Canada: 
“The Government is taking measures upon the subject of your tele- 
gram of yesterday, of which you will be advised when action is required. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


OFFICE OHIO PENITENTIARY, 
Columbus, Ohio, May 12, 1865. 
Capt. W. T. HARTz, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D. C.: 

CapTatn: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 9th instant relating to the transfer of Ool. R. J. Breckinridge, of 
the rebel service, from this prison to the depot of prisoners of war at 
Johnson’s Island, near Sandusky, Ohio, and to inform you that, pursu- 
ant to special orders from Bvt. Brig. Gen. William P. Richardson, com- 
manding post, Camp Chase, Ohio, the prisoner, Colonel Breckinridge, 
was transferred to Johnson’s Island, May 8, 1865. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN G. PRENTICE, 
Warden. 


TALLAHASSEE, FLA., May 12, 1865. 

General E. M. McCook, Oommanding, &c., Tallahassee, Fla. : 

GENERAL: From the fact, doubtless, that General Wilson has con- 
founded the officer (myself) commanding the post at Andersonville 
and the officer (Captain Wirz) commanding the prison at that post, my 
parole was delivered at Albany. I write this at your suggestion, and 
I have to-day reported to you in person, as per my verbal parole given 
you in Albany, Ga, Directly, I have never had anything to do with 
the prisons. I rode through the stockade almost every day (less about 
seventy days sick leave out of seven months command), and though the 
prisoners then had ample opportunity there to complain of ill-treatment, 
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no complaint was ever made to me: Though I was powerless to redress 
grievances, yet I could and would have represented their cases to higher 
authority. In paroling for exchange (by order) at Baldwin, Fla., 3,400 
prisoners, the whole line as I passed it gave expression to the kindest 
feeling toward myself. In everything which officially I have done in 
this connection I have acted by order. My personal intercourse with 
every prisoner, and I refer especially to general and field officers, has 
been, and I am so assured by them, of the most agreeable character. 
So far as General Wiison’s or your power to arrest me is concerned I 
freely admit it. So far as his or your right is concerned I totally deny 
it. I am a colonel, or was, in the army of the Confederate States. 
General Johnston’s surrender necessitated mine, and I respectfully 
claim as a right, not as a favor, the customary parole. In this con- 
nection permit me to call your attention to the closing paragraphs of 
the convention between Generals Sherman and Johnston. You will 
perceive I carefully avoid any claim to the consideration of your gen- 
erosity on the ground of my being a prisoner of war, and claim only 
what I think you acknowledge to be my right. as such prisoner. I take 
it for granted you are fully apprised as to the difference in the duties 
between the commandant of a prison post and the commandant of a 
prison. I have already told you my position in the State as a citizen. 
lt is for you now on this representation to act. I have also named to 
you citizens and officials who will confirm all I have in conversation 
told you. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. CO. GIBBS, 
Late a Colonel of Provisional Army, C. 8. 


P. S.—Wirz eommands by order of the Secretary of War. 
[Indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, 
Tallahassee, May 18, 1865. 
Respectfully forwarded. A similar communication was sent to corps 
headquarters from Albany, | think. I will retain Colonel Gibbs as 
prisoner and send him to Macon unless the general commanding orders 
otherwise, although I think he is the wrong man, and Captain Wirz 
(that you have already) the guilty party. If you desire him paroled 
and released, please notify me at an early day, as he lives below here, 
and it will be a long way to send him as prisoner unless he is retained.* 
E. M. McCOOK, 
Brigadier- General. 


[May 12-22, 1865.—For reports and correspondence relating to Clem- 
ent C. Clay not published in this series, see Series I, Vol. XLIX, Parts 
Land II.] 


RICHMOND, VA., May 13, 1865. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, Washington: 
I do not think that Judge Campbell intentionally misrepresented hts 
conversation with President Lincoln. Military officers here derived 
the same impression. There was probably some misunderstanding, 


* See also McCook to Beaumont, May 21, Series I, Vol. XLIX, Part II, p. 861. 
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but I believe it was an innocent one. Judge Campbell, General Weit- 
zel, and others seem much mortified that they should have so greatly 
mistaken the President’s wishes as expressed in his conversations. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


War DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTIOE, 
May 18, 1865. 
The SECRETARY OF WAR: : 

Corpl. M. J. Adams, Sixty-third Pennsylvania Volunteers and 253 
others, belonging to various regiments, were captured by the First 
Brigade of General Grierson’s cavalry, at Egypt Station, Miss., Decem- 
ber 28, 1864. They were at the time serving in the Tenth Tennessee 
rebel regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel Yorke, Second New Jersey Cavalry, 
reports that the greater part of these men were on the rebel skirmish 
line, and when our forces came within range they opened a heavy fire, 
killing 3 officers and 20 men and wounding 74 others; that he then 
made a charge, when they threw down their arms and surrendered. 
Immediately after their capture they alleged that they had been prison- 
ers of war at Andersonville and joined the rebel service to escape 
death from starvation and disease. They generally claimed to have 
done so with the intention of making their way to our lines as soon as 
possible, and state that they had been kept under strict guard and 
were not furnished arms and ammunition until the night before the 
engagement, and that they surrendered as soon as an opportunity 
occurred. Even if this were true, it would not justify their conduct, and 
it is believed that the Government cannot consistently recognize the 
propriety of prisoners escaping from the enemy by such means, and 
cannot place confidence in men who, even for the purpose of escaping 
the horrors of Southern prisons, were willing to enter the ranks of the 
rebel army. But the circumstances of the action in which they were 
captured do not justify the belief that any considerable portion of 
these men had any desire or intention to rejoin our forces. Being 
placed upon the skirmish line, they could readily have made an oppor- 
tunity to pass over without suspicion on the part of the enemy; and, 
if prevented from so doing by their position in the line, could have 
fired so as to do no damage to our troops. The deadly precision of 
their fire shows that they intended to repel our forces, if possible. The 
opinion of General Hoffman is concurred in, that they are not entitled 
to any clemency. As to their present status, it may be remarked that 
they should no longer be regarded as prisoners of war, but should be 
held and tried as deserters. It appears by the remarks upon the rolls 
that six of these men came into our lines during the night preceding 
the engagement and gave valuable information. Itis submitted whether 
or not they may not properly be restored to their regiments, with for- 
feiture of all pay due at the time of their capture, in consideration of 
the valuable services rendered. 

. A. A. HOSMER, 

Major and Judge-Advocate (in absenvte of Judge-Advocate- General). 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF MISSISSIPPI, 
Vicksburg, May 13, 1865. 
COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, Washington, D. O.: 
I have the honor to report that the total number of men, paroled 
prisoners of war, delivered at this place by Lieut, Col. H. A. M. Hen- 
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derson, agent of exchange, ©. 8S. Army, up to the 1st day of May, is 
5,135, all of which have been forwarded to Benton Barracks, Mo., or 
Camp Chase, Ohio. The number of names appearing on the rolls for- 
warded is slightly in excess of the above number, owing to the men 
having given wrong names when they crossed Big Black River, or their 
being misspelled or duplicated, and to the fact of some desertions. 
I an, sir, very respectfully, 
N. J. T. DANA, 
Major-General. 


Camp PAROLE, Annapolis, Md., May 13, 1865. 
Capt. J. H. WEEKS, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, District of Annapolis: 

Sir: Pursuant to instructions this day received from Col. F. D. Sewall, 
commanding District of Annapolis, I have the honor to report that on 
the 28th of April, 1865, having been a prisoner of war in the hands of 
the rebels, I was released at Lake City, Fla., together with 1,819 men 
of U.S. troops, who had also been prisoners. Upon application to the so- 
called Confederate authorities I obtained transportation from Lake City 
to Baldwin, Fla., a distance of thirty miles, for myself and men. I then 
marched the men nine miles to the rebel lines, and, passing through 
them, marched eleven miles to the lines of the U.S. army, at Jackson- 
ville, Fla. There were in addition to the above, 12 officers and about 
1,500 enlisted men released at Lake City on the same day, and, as Iam 
informed, under the same circumstances. On my arrival at Jackson- 
ville I reported the whole number of officers and men released by the 
rebels to Brevet Brigadier-General Tilghman, commanding post at 
Jacksonville, Fla. None of the officers or men released were turned over 
to any U.S. officer. At different times from four weeks to three days 
before they were released these officers and men had signed their 
names to a descriptive list of prisoners of war, which was afterward 
headed a parole; but nearly all, if not all, had for three weeks after 
they had signed such a list been held under guard and had been sent 
to the interior of the so-called Confederacy on the approach of the 
Union forces, to which the rebel authorities had promised they should 
be turned over. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

N. CUTLER, 
Major, Second Maine Cavalry Veteran Volunteers. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, May 14, 1865—12.55 p.m. 
Reverend Doctor BRECKINRIDGE, Danville, Ky.: 


Your note of the 6th instant, with your son’s application and letter, 
were received three days ago and submitted to the President. He 
directs that your son be released with permission to return home upon 
taking the oath of allegiance, which will not confer upon him any of 
the benefits of the amnesty. To secure these he must make application 
for a special pardon. The order will issue immediately, in accordance 


with the President’s directions. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 
P.S.—Jeff. Davis was caught three days ago in Georgia trying to 
in his wife’s clothes. 
i ae EDWIN M. STANTON. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF MISSISSIPPI, 
Vicksburg, Miss., May 14, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. G. L. ANDREWS, 
Provost-Marshal-General, Meridian: 

(Care Brigadier-General Tucker, OC. S. Army, Jackson.) 

The officers and men sent here from Ship Island were understood to 
be as an offset for the men delivered to us on parole by the Confed- 
erates, the Confederate commissioner of exchange having received 
official notice from General Grant, and it is also understood from Gen- 
eral Canby, that any men in our hands due them should be delivered 
here. They were all paroled on the rolls in these words: 

The officer signing this parole does so in behalf of all the men above his signature, 
and all described on this roll are not to perform any military or constabulary duty 
until regularly exchanged. 

It was agreed that these men could return to their homes and that 
they should not be disturbed so long as they obeyed the local laws and 
observed their parole. The papers they have are furloughs, given them 
by Colonel Watts, agent of exchange, O. S. Army. 

Full rolls are in the hands of Captain Sterling. The Confederate 
agents of exchange also have a copy, and another is retained here. 

Very respectfully, 
N. J. T. DANA, 
Major-General. 


May 15, 1865. 

The persons whose names are appended to this respectfully solicit 
that they may be released from the military prison at Fort Delaware 
on, taking the oath of allegiance to the Government of the United 
States. Many of them have been in confinement since the battle of 
Gettysburg. Many are crippled for life. All have either wives or chil- 
dren or mothers and sisters dependent upon them, and all will take the 
oath from a sense of duty and an earnest determination to fulfill its 
obligations in the strictest sense. 

H. COFFEY, 


Lieutenant, Company I, First Texas Legion. 
JOHN HUMPHRYS, 

Captain, Fiftieth Virginia Infantry. 

[And forty-seven others. ] 


[Indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washington, May 18, 1865. 

Respectfully referred to the Secretary of War with recommendation 
that the within-named prisoners be released at once and transportation 
ordered to their States. 

I hope early means may be devised for clearing our prisons as far as 
possible. I would recommend that all who come within the amnesty 
proclamation be allowed the benefit of it. By going now they may still 
raise something for their subsistence for the coming year and prevent 
suffering next winter. Prisoners living west of the Mississippi, those 
from States which never passed the ordinance of secession, and those 
from the District of Columbia, might be made an exception for the 
present. 

U. 8S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant. General. 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION AND CONFEDERATE. 557 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST, 
New York City, May 16, 1865, 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, Washington: 


Str: In compliance with your instructions received by telegraph I 
have the honor to report that I communicated to Mr. Foote on the 10th 
instant the President’s decision in regard to him, and notified him that 
if he did not leave the United States he would be dealt with for trea- 
son, &c., within forty-eight hours. Mr. Foote signified his assent to 
the requirement, and it is understood that he left the United States 
within the time prescribed. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


_ [May 16, 1865.—For Wilson to Adjutant-General U.S. Army, report- 
ing the arrest of Henry Wirz, see Series I, Vol. XLIX, Part IT, p. 800.] 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SAINT MARY’s, 
Point Lookout, Md., May 16, 1865. 
Brigadier-General HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners: 

GENERAL: I beg leave to invite your attention to the patients in the 
prison camp hospital. There are in this hospital 1,859 men, including 
the attendants, belonging. to the following States, viz: Maryland, 6; 
Virginia, 391; North Carolina, 521; South Carolina, 184; Georgia, 233; 
Florida, 25; Alabama, 154; Louisiana, 20; Mississippi, 216; Arkansas, 
19; Tennessee, 60; Kentucky, 1; Missouri, 7; Texas, 22; numbering in 
all as above, 1,859. Some 1,600 of them could be sent home with proper 
means of conveyance, say, by steamer, to the most advisable ports. The 
oath of allegiance could be administered to them all, for they all are ready 
to take it and would be glad to be sent home. Many are disabled by 
loss of limbs and otherwise by wounds and the expense of taking care 
of them here is considerable. You will be able to judge of the places to 
which they might be sent by the statement above of the States to which 
they belong. These steamers would take them, say to Wilmington, 
Savannah, and Mobile. There would remain between 200 and 300 not 
in condition to be furloughed for the present. Will you please ask the 
consideration of the Secretary of War to this subject? 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES BARNES, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


[First indorsement.] 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., May 18, 1865. 
Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. 
Approved. The transportation of the men to their homes would soon 


be balanced by the expense of keeping them in hospital. 
. - e W. HOFFMAN, 


Bot. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Commissary- General of Prisoners, 
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[Second indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES, 
May 29, 1865. 
Respectfully forwarded to the Secretary of War. 
Reeommended. 

U. S. GRANT, 


Lieutenant- General. 


[Third indorsement.] 
Approved. 
E. M. STANTON, 


Secretary of War. 


Hpgrs. MILITARY DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI, 
New Orleans, La., May 16, 1865. 
Capt. C. H. DyER, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Military Division of West Mississippi : 

Sir: At my last interview with Major Szymanski, agent of exchange, 
Trans-Mississippi Department, C. S. Army, he requested me to furnish 
him a list of all Louisiana prisoners of war confined in Northern stations, 
for. the purpose of distributing the money among them realized by sale 
ef cotton brought to this city by flag-of-truce boat, April 10, 1865, and 
sold here under the agency of Mr. Noblom. I would therefore most 
respectfully request that the Commissary-General of Prisoners may be 
requested to forward a list of the above-mentioned prisoners to this 
department. 

I would also respectfully state that my next interview with Major 
Szymanski will take place on the 25th instant. of 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. STERLING, 
Captain, First U. 8. Infantry, Agent of Exchange, 
Military Division of West Mississippi. 


[May 18, 1865.—For Grant to Stanton, in regard to paroled Confed- 
erates returning to State of Missouri, &c., see Series I, Vol. XLIX, 
Part II, p. 827.] 


Fort MONROE, May 19, 1865. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL: J 
Sir: I have the honor to report that I have just arrived at this point 
on board the steamer Clyde, in charge of a party of prisoners from 
Macon, Ga., consisting of Jeff. Davis and family, Alexander H. Stephens, 
C. C."Clay and wife, Major-General Wheeler and staff, Postmaster- 
General Reagan, Colonel Johnston and Colonel Lubbock, aides-de- 
camp to Davis, and Harrison, his private secretary, besides several 
other unimportant names. The Clyde is under the convoy of the steam 
stoop-of-war Tuscarora. We will depart for Washington at once. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. D. PRITCHARD, 
Lieutenant- Colonel Fourth Michigan Oavalry. 
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; WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, May 19, 1865—8.50 p. m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel PRITCHARD, 
Steamer Clyde, Hampton Roads : 

You will retain your prisoners in safe custody until the arrival of 
Major-General Halleck, who will reach Fortress Monroe to-morrow at 
12 o’clock with further instructions. Please acknowledge the receipt 
of this telegram. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


On BoaRD STEAMER CLYDE, 
Off Fort Monroe, May 19, 1865—10.40 p. m. 
(Received 11.40 p. m.) 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours of 8.50 
p. m., and in reply would say that I hold the prisoners in question in 
close custody on board this steamer, awaiting the further pleasure of 
the War Department. 

I am, sir, very truly, your obedient servant. 
B. D. PRITCHARD, 
LTieutenant-Colonel Fourth Michigan Cavalry. 


Wark DEPARTMENT, 
-Washington Oity, May 19, 1865—3.35 p.m. 
Major-General HALLECK, Richmond: 

You will please proceed immediately to Fortress Monroe and take 
charge of Jeff. Davis and the prisoners that have come by the Clyde. 
Instructions will be forwarded you there. Please advise me when you. 
start and what hour you will reach there. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, May 19, 1865—3.40 p. m. 
Major-General HALLEOK, Richmond: 

You will please proceed to Fortress Monroe immediately and take 
charge of Jefferson Davis and the other prisoners on the steamer Clyde. 
You will imprison Davis and Clay securely in Fortress Monroe, detail- 
ing Colonel Pritchard and his force as special guards until further 
order. Send Stephens and Reagan to Fort Warren by sea in a gun-boat 
that will be furnished by the Navy Department. Send Wheeler and 
staff, Colonel Lubbock and Colonel Johnston, Davis’ aides, to Fort 
Delaware, also in a gun-boat to be furnished by the Navy Department. 
Send Harrison, secretary of Davis, to Washington, and the remainder 
of male prisoners to Fort McHenry, in the Clyde, under convoy. The 
women and children, constituting the family of Davis, and Mrs. Clay, 
are not prisoners, and you will send them, and any other females in the 
company, to such place or places in the South where we have transports 
going as they may elect. Do not permit them to come North or remain 
at Fort Monroe or Norfolk. You will take measures to prevent any one 
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from visiting or holding communication with Davis or Clay verbally or 
in writing and establish such rules and orders as will secure the pris- 
oners. Place sufficient force at Fortress Monroe to secure against sur- 
prise, attack, or any effort at rescue or escape. 
E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


RicHMonD, VA., May 19, 1865. (Received 8.20 p. m.) 
Hon. E. M. STANTON: 

Orders about Fort Monroe received too late to pass obstructions 
te-night. Will start at daylight to-morrow morning and reach Fort 
Monroe by 12 m. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


RicHMonpD, VA., May 19, 1865. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Washington: 
An officer will be immediately sent to Washington with report on 
the mining of Libby Prison and two witnesses to prove it. 
H. W. HALLEOK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[May 19, 1865.—For correspondence relative to the assignment of 
Brevet Major-General Miles with headquarters at Fort Monroe, see 
Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part III, pp. 1174, 1175.} 


SPECIAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
ADJUTAN-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 243. Washington, May 19, 1865. 
* * * * * * * 


7. Bvt. Maj. Gen. N. A. Miles, U.S. Volunteers, is hereby relieved 
from duty in the Army of the Potomac, and will immediately proceed 
to Fort Monroe, and from there report by telegraph to and await orders 
from Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, commanding Military Division of the 
James. He has permission to take with him the following-named offi- 
cers, serving on his staff while commanding First Division, Second 
Army Corps: Maj. N. Church, Twenty-sixth Michigan Volunteers; Capt. 
J. D. Black, One hundred and forty-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[May 19, 1865.—For orders directing arrest of Howell Cobb and 
Bade Toombs, and resulting correspondence, see Series I, Vol. XLIX, 
Part E.] 


[May 19, 1865.—For Grant to Stanton, in regard to the arrest of 
Governor Brown, of Georgia, see Series I, Vol. XLIX, Part II, p. 836.] 


' 
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C. S. FLAG-OF-TRUCE STEAMER B. L. Hopes, 
Red River Landing, La., May 19, 1865. 
Capt. WILLIAM H. STERLING, 
Agent of Exchange, Military Division of West Mississippi: 

Captain: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours of 
the 16th of May informing me that you have ready nearly 500 men to 
turn over at our next interview, to take place on the 25th instant. In 
reply I take pleasure to inform you that, in accordance with Major- 
General Canby’s demand and your request, I will bring to our 
next interview the total number of Federal prisoners under my charge, 
about 1,800 officers and men. I may possibly be delayed a day or two 
beyond the appointed time, in consequence of having made an extra 
trip with the commissioners of General Grant to this department, and 
I respectfully request that you provide ample transportation for this 
unusually large number of U.S. prisoners, which I will have the satis- 
faction to restore to their colors and firesides, 

I forward to your address a number of letters for persons within 
your lines, and hoping to meet you at the usual rendezvous at the 
appointed time, 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
IG. SZYMANSKI, 
Assistant Adjutant-General and Agent of Exchange. 


[May 20, 1865.—For Stanton to Grant, in regard to arrest of Gov- 
ernor Brown, of Georgia, see Series I, Vol. XLIX, Part II, p. 847.] 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., May 20, 1865. 
Col. CHARLES W. HILL, Commanding Johnson’s Island, Ohio: 
COLONEL: I have the honor to request, by direction of the Commis- 
sary-General of Prisoners, that Brig. Gen. William H. Young, a pris- 
oner of war at Johnson’s Island, may be informed that under the rules 
of the War Department his application for a parole cannot be favorably 
considered. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. BLAGDEN, 
Major, Second Mass. Cav., Asst. to Com. Gen. of Prisoners, 


Fort Monroz, May 20, 1865—2.30 p.m. 
(Received 2.40 p. m.) 


Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 


Arrived at 1 o’clock. Prisons will not be ready before Monday. 
H. W. HALLEOK, 


Major-General, 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, May 20, 1865—4.37 p.m. 
Major-General HALLECK, Fortress Monroe: 
Your telegram received. The Navy Department will instruct Com- 
modore Radford to furnish gun-boats as convoy for the prisoners ordered 
36 R R—SERIES II, VOL VIII 
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to Forts Warren, Delaware, and McHenry. General Miles is on the 
road to report to you. You will send Mrs. Davis and her family South 
and not allow them to come to Washington, as she proposes to do. 
EDWIN M. STANTON 
Secretary of War. 


Fort Monrok, May 20, 1865—8.15 p.m. 
(Received 11 p. m.) 
Hon. E. M. STANTON: 

I would suggest that the Quartermaster-General send a transport here 
to take the women and children to some Southern port, or that the Clyde 
be used for that purpose, and the prisoners for Fort McHenry be sent 
there in a gun-boat. There is no army transport here, and I have no 
suitable place for the women and children when the Clyde leaves for 
Baltimore. Perhaps a Government steamer from New York, bound to 
Hilton Head or New Orleans, could call for them. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE JAMES, 
Fort Monroe, May 20, 1865. 
Colonel PRITCHARD, Steamer Clyde: 

CoLONEL: You will deliver to-morrow morning at 6 o’clock to Com- 
mander Parker, of the Maumee, General Wheeler ‘and staff, and Col- 
onels Lubbock and Johnston, prisoners in your charge, he receipting to 
you for the same. At 10a. m. to-morrow you will deliver to Com- 
mander Frailey, of the Tuscarora, Messrs. Stephens and Reagan. Com- 
mander Frailey will receipt to you for them. The admiral will send 
boats or tugs at the hours mentioned to receive the prisoners. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


WASHINGTON, May 21, 1865—8 a.m. 
General HALLECK, Fortress Monroe: 

Evidence found in the records of the rebel War Department reassures 
that John A. Campbell should be placed under strict confinement in 
the Libby Prison, or some other secure prison, immediately. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 
WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, May 21, 1865—10.30 a, m. 
Major-General HALLECK, Fortress Monroe: 

The women and children may be sent back in the steamer Clyde. 
The navy can take charge of the prisoners that were to be taken by the 
Clyde. Permit no communication by any of the party with persons 


outside. 
EDWIN M. STANTON 
Secretary of War. 


[May 21, 1865.—For orders assigning Brevet Major-General Miles 
to the command of the Military District of Fort Monroe, see Series I, 
Vol. XLVI, Part III, pp. 1191, 1192.] 
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OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. 0., May 21, 1865. 
Brigadier-General TILGHMAN, Commanding, Jacksonville, Fla. : 
_ GENERAL: By a report of Maj. N. Cutler, Second Maine Cavalry, 
just arrived at Camp Parole, Annapolis, Md., it appears that about 
the 2d instant some 3,000 paroled prisoners arrived at Jacksonville, 
Fla., and from there were forwarded to Annapolis, Md. I have no 
report of this matter except the one of Major Cutler, and I have 
therefore respectfully te request that you will give me such particulars 
to their being paroled as you may have, together with a list of any whe 
may have been retained at Jacksonville in consequence of being tee 
unwell to endure their journey. If there are any such the Secretary 
of War directs that a proper care should be taken of them until their 
health is restored sufficiently to return to their homes, when they wil 
be forwarded to Annapolis, Md. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


Hpaqrs. U.S. FoRcEs, JOHNSON’S ISLAND AND SANDUSKY, 
Johnson's Island, Ohio, May 21, 1865. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to ask instructions as to the disposition 
of a manuscript of twelve pages sent to me from the prison last Feb- 
ruary with the request that I would forward it to Louisville, Ky., with 
a view to its publication. It was from the Masonic Association in the 
prison, acknowledging their obligations to the Masonic fraternity in the 
loyal States for pecuniary aid and assistance to needy prisoners, and 
giving several cases showing from the experience of the late struggle 
the advantages of Masonry on the battle-field, as well as in the domestie 
circle. Like many other papers sent out from the prison, it was laid aside 
on account of length and as not on private affairs. Circumstances have 
so changed that I think its transmittal no longer objectionable, and as 
itis much desired by many who have now taken the amnesty oath, I ask 
leave to forward it as the author’s wish. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant 
j CHAS. W. HILL, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Fort MONROE, May 22, 1865—2 p. m. 


Hon. E. M. Stanton, Washington: 

The two prisoners have just been placed in their respective casemates. 
The sentries are stationed both within and without their doors. The 
bars and locks are fastened, and the regular routine of their imprison- 
ment has begun. At precisely 1 o’clock General Miles left with a tug 
and a guard from the garrison to go for Davis and Clay. At 1.30 the 
tug left the Clyde for the fort. She landed at the engineer wharf and 
the procession, led by the cavalrymen of Colonel Pritchard’s command, 
moved through the water battery on the east front of the fortress and 
entered by a postern leading from that battery. The cavalrymen were 
followed by General Miles, holding Davis by the right arm. Nextcame 
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half a dozen soldiers, and then Colonel Pritchard with Clay, and last 
the guard which Miles took out with him. The arrangements were 
excellent and successful, and not a single curious spectator was anywhere 
in sight. Davis bore himself with a haughty attitude. His face was 
somewhat flushed, but his features were composed and his step firm. 
In Clay’s manner there was less expression of bravado and dramatic 
determination. Both were dressed in gray, with drab slouched hats. 
Davis wore a thin dark overcoat. His hair and beard are not so gray 
as has been represented, and he seems very much less worn and broken 
by anxiety and labor than Mr. Blair reported when he returned from 
Richmond last winter. 

The parties were not informed that they were to be removed to the 
fortress until General Miles went on board the Clyde, but they had 
before learned generally what was their destination. From his staff 
officers Davis parted yesterday, shedding tears at the separation. The 
same scene has just been renewed at his parting from Harrison, his pri- 
vate secretary, who left at 1 o’clock for Washington. In leaving his wife 
and children he exhibited no great emotion, though he was violently 
affected. He told her she would be allowed to see him in the course of 
the day. Clay took leave of his wife in private, and he was not seen 
by the officers. Both asked to see General Halleck, but he will not see 
them. 

The arrangements for the security of the prisoners seem to me as com- 
plete as could be desired. Each one occupies the inner room of a case- 
mate. The window is heavily barred. A sentry stands within before 
each of the doors leading into the outer room. These doors are to be 
grated, but are now secured by bars fastened on the outside. Two other 
sentries stand outside of these doors. An officer is also constantly on 
duty in the outer room, whose duty is to see his prisoners every fifteen 
minutes. The outer door of all is locked on the outside, and the key is 
kept exclusively by the general officer of the guard. Two sentries are 
also stationed without that door. A strong line of sentries cuts off all 
access to the vicinity of the casemates. Another line is stationed on 
the top of the parapet overhead, and a third line is posted across the 
moats on the counterscarp opposite the places of confinement. 

The casemates on each side and between those occupied by the pris- 
oners are used as guard-rooms, and soldiers are always there. A lamp 
is constantly kept burning in each of the rooms. The furniture of each 
prisoner is a hospital bed with iron bedstead, a chair, a table, and a 
movable stool closet. A Bible is allowed to each. I have not given 
orders to have them placed in irons, as General Halleck seemed opposed 
to it, but General Miles is instructed to have fetters ready if he thinks 
them necessary. The prisoners are to be supplied with soldiers’ rations, 
cooked by the guard. Their linen will be issued to them in the same 
way. I shall be back to-morrow morning. 


C. A. DANA. 


Fort MONROE, May 22, 1865. 
Brevet Major-General MILES, Commanding, &c.: 


REGULATIONS. 


1. The prisoners will not be permitted to leave the rear rooms of the 
casemates. A sentinel will be kept within the rear rooms at each door: 
also two sentinels and a commissioned officer in each front room. Two 
sentinels will also be posted outside of each front door. 
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2. Under no circumstances will the front door be opened unless the 
middle doors are fastened; and the commissioned officer on guard will 
always be at the front door when it is opened. 

3. At night a light will be kept burning in each room, so that the 
guards will always keep the prisoners in view. The officer on guard 
will see his prisoner every fifteen minutes. 

4. Sentinels will be stationed on the counterscarp opposite the pris- 
oners’ rooms, directed to watch the embrasures and to prevent the 
approach of any person on that side, and a line of sentinels will be 
placed on the opposite side of the road in front. A guard will also be 
placed in the vacant casemates on each side of those occupied by the 
prisoners and sentinels on the top of the casemates. 

5. No person will be permitted to communicate with the prisoners 
verbally or in writing. No sentinel will be permitted to speak to them 
or to answer any questions. Any wants they may express will be 
attended to by the officer on guard iu the room or communicated to the 
officer in general charge; but the officer in the prison will under no cir- 
cumstances leave it during his tour of duty. In case of sickness, the 
surgeon’s visits will be accompanied by the field officer in charge. 

6. The meals of the prisoners will be furnished from the kitchen of 
the guards and passed in by the officer on guard, but no servant or 
waiter will be permitted to enter the prison rooms. No person not on 
duty will be permitted to approach the prison on either side, nor will 
any visitors be permitted to enter the fort without a pass from the 
commanding officer or superior authority. 

7. The commanding general of the district is authorized to take any 
additional precautions he may deem necessary for the security of his 
prisoners. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Fort Monroe, May 22, 1865. 


Brevet Major-General Miles is hereby authorized and directed to 
place manacles and fetters upon the hands and feet of Jefferson Davis 
and Clement C. Clay whenever he may think it advisable in order to 
render their imprisonment more secure. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

C. A. DANA, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


Fort Monrok, May 22, 1865. 
Brevet Major-General MILES, Commanding, cc. : 

GENERAL: At 1 p.m. you will proceed to bring Messrs, Davis and 
Clay from the Clyde to the engineer wharf; thence through the battery 
to their prisons in the fort. The detachment of Maine troops will 
remain on the Clyde in charge of the persons left on board. The 
remainder of Colonel Pritchard’s command will accompany the prison- 
ers ashore. After the prisoners are placed in their rooms, all their nec- 
essary linen and clothing will be brought ashore and placed under your 
charge, to be issued only as required. Such servants on the Clyde as 
do not wish to return South will to-morrow, after being thoroughly 
searched and all papers secured, be sent to Norfolk and discharged. 
As soon as the Clyde can be loaded and supplied she will be sent with 
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the women, children, and servants who may desire to go South to 
Savannah, Ga. Also such paroled prisoners as the vessel can conven- 
iently carry who may desire to go to that place. The detachment ot 
Maine troops after reaching Savannah will rejoin their regiment. The 
remainder of Colonel Pritchard’s detachment will remain under your 
command till further orders. No one will be permitted to communicate 
with the passengers of the Clyde after the prisoners leave until the 
vessel sails, and the baggage, rooms, beds, and persons of the passen- 
gers who remain will be thoroughly searched and all papers retained. 
After the Clyde leaves here the ladies and children will be under no 
restraint, and on reaching Savannah will be left at perfect liberty. On 
the voyage the ranking military officer will employ his guards so as to 
preserve good order on board. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


ForT MONROE, May 22, 1865. 
Admiral RADFORD, Flag-ship Malvern : 

ADMIRAL: Will you please send a gun-boat with Mr. Harrison, 
secretary of Jeff. Davis, to Washington, to be delivered to the keeper 
of the Old Capitol Prison. If convenient, please have him removed 
from the Clyde as soon after 1 p. m.as possible. Inclosed is the order 
on Colonel Pritchard. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 
[Inclosure.] 
Fort MONROE, May 22, 1865. 
Colonel PRITCHARD, Steamer Clyde: 
COLONEL: Please deliver to such officer as may be sent by Admiral 
Radford, Mr. Harrison, the secretary of Jeff. Davis. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE JAMES, 
Fort Monroe, May 22, 1865. 
Colonel PRITCHARD, Steamer Clyde: 

COLONEL: Please deliver to Lieutenant-Commander Reed, of the 
Pawtuxet, all your prisoners except Mr. Davis and Mr. Clay and Mr. 
Harrison. The women, children, and servants are not regarded as 
prisoners, but will remain on board till further orders. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, May 22, 1865—9.30 p. m. 
Major-General Orp, Richmond : . 
Immediately upon receipt of this arrest James A. Seddon, late rebel 
Secretary of War, and confine him securely in Libby Prison. Also 
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arrest and imprison Professor McCulloh, who is now, or recently was, 
in Richmond. Please spare no effort in the diligent execution of this 
order and regard it as strictly confidential. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE JAMES, 
Fort Monroe, May 22, 1865. 
General E. O. OC. ORD, Richmond : 

The Secretary of War directs that John A. Campbell be immediately 
arrested and placed under confinement in the Libby or some other 
secure prison. Do this at once. 

H. W. HALLEOK, 
Major-General. 


[May 22, 1865.—For Canby’s General Orders, No. 55, in relation to 
the Canby-Taylor terms of surrender in their application to officers 
a 533) not already paroled, &c., see Series I, Vol. XLVIII, Part II, 
Pp. . 


MILITARY PRISON, Johnson’s Island, May 22. 1865. 
Col. J. H. TAYLOR: 


DEAR SiR: When I was first arrested as a prisoner and brought to 
Fairfax, General Gamble, to whom I explained its injustice, informed 
ine that he had no orders from General Augur about voluntary surren- 
ders, but would send me to General Augur for an interview with him. 
I was carried there and mobbed at the office, but had no interview. 
Colonel Ingraham told me to address an explanation to you, and I did 
so from Old Capitol. I have never heard from it nor obtained my 
release, and ain now here a prisoner for the past six weeks. I fear my 
paper may have miscarried and I renew my application for parole. On 
the 12th of April I was in a place of perfect security. On the 13th 
General Hancock’s order inviting all officers not present at Lee’s sur- 
render to come in and give their paroles reached me. Believing this 
order to be in good faith and not a decoy, I came from my concealment 
and proceeded toward your nearest outpost. On account of suffering 
from a new wound I was compelled to stop on the road on night of 14th, 
but immediately gave my aide (Lieut. Col. O. N. Digges) orders to go on 
in the morning with his parole and mine and explain how it was I was 
behind. That night I was arrested in bed, I may say, and I and my 
aide held ever since. The officer making the arrest, General Gamble, 
and Colonel Ingraham have all been notified of these facts, and I finally 
wrote to General Hancock. He promptly replied that he would make 
application for my release on parole to Secretary of War as soon as 
practicable. Nearly three weeks have elapsed and I fear General Han- 
cock has either left the city or forgotten it. Moreover, as my arrest was 
made in your department, I presume I should properly address you. I 
know not whether a different report has been made to you, but mine is 
true, so help me God, as I can prove to your satisfaction. I appeal to 
you for justice, colonel. Ido not seek to escape the consequences of 
my part in this war. I have long ago applied for oath of amnesty, but 
I hold that in good faith I and my aide are entitled to our paroles, and 
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I need not tell you that with a wife and seven children defenseless and 
dependent, my presence at home is a matter of necessity to me. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM H. PAYNE, 
Brigadier-General, O. 8S. Army. 


P. S.—If practicable, will you see General Hancock ? 


[First indorsement. } 


HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES, 
June 9, 1865. 


Respectfully referred to General Hoffman, Commissary-General of 
Prisoners. =" 

The lieutenant-general commanding is clearly of the opinion that 
General Payne and his aide are entitled to the benefits of the parole 
granted the rebel Army of Northern Virginia. General Hoffman will 
therefore please order the release of these officers upon parole and fur- 
nish them transportation to their homes. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant: 

JNO. A. RAWLINS, 
Brigadier-General, Chief of Staff. 


[Second indorsement.] 


Release ordered June 2, 1865. 


RICHMOND, VA., May 23, 1865—8 a.m. 
Hon. Epwin M. STAntTon, Secretary of War: 
Dispatch regarding Seddon and McCulloh just received and neces- 
sary orders issued. 
E. O. C. ORD, 
Major-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, May 22 [23], 1865—9 a. m. 
Major-General Dix, New York: 


Reagan, late rebel Postmaster, and Alexander H. Stephens, of Georgia, 
have, by direction of the President, been sent to Fort Warren, to be 
imprisoned there. The President directs that you take measures for 
their separate and secure imprisonment, and prevent all communication 
with them, verbally or by writing; that you proceed to Fort Warren 
and inspect the arrangements and establish such regulations as may be 
proper for the security of the prison, its proper guard and police, and 
make full report. Allow no communication with the prisoners in transit 
to the prisun, and if the rebel officers there endanger the security of the 
prison transfer them to Fort Lafayette. Please acknowledge these 
instructions and give them your immediate attention. 

By order of the President: 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


—_——_—_. 


NEw YorK, May 23, 1865. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 


Your dispatch in regard to Reagan and Stephens received. Will 
leave for Boston immediately. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
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Wark DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, May 23, 1865—9,35 a.m. 
General MorRIs, Fort McHenry, Baltimore: 

Some of the prisoners taken with Davis have been ordered to Fort 
McHenry to be imprisoned. You will take all necessary measures for 
guarding them securely. Report whether your force is adequate. You 
will prevent all communication with them, verbally or in writing. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


Fort McHEnNRY, MD., May 23, 1865. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, Secretary of War: 

Telegram relating to the Davis prisoners received. They can be 
securely guarded here by my forces, which are adequate for all pur- 
poses. No communication with them will be allowed, either verbal or 
by writing, as indicated by your order. 

W. W. MORRIS, 


Brevet Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Wark DEPARTMENT, Washington City, May 23, 1865. 
General SCHOEPF, Fort Delaware: 

I have ordered General Wheeler and other officers captured with 
Jefferson Davis to be taken to Fort Delaware. You will take measures 
for their secure imprisonment and prevent all communication between 
or with them, verbally or in writing. Report whether your force is 
adequate for securely guarding them. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


—— 


FoRT DELAWARE, May 23, 1865. 
Hon. EB. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 

General Wheeler and staff arrived here yesterday at 10 a. m., and 
having received no special orders in the case and no knowledge of their 
having been captured with Jefferson Davis, I placed them with the 
other officers, but on receipt of your telegram this morning transferred 
them to separate and secure quarters and will prevent further commu- 


nication. My guard is sufficient. Full report by mail. 
A. SCHOEPF, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington, D. C., May 23, 1865. 
Major-General MILES, Fortress Monroe: 
Direct Colonel Pritchard to report in person to the Adjutant-(zeneral 
with his men. Let him be sure to bring with him the woman’s dress in 
which Jefferson Davis was captured. 


By order of the Secretary of War: 
O. A. DANA, 


Assistant Secretary of War. 
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Hpgrs. Miu1TaRY DisTRIO1 OF ForT MONROE, 
May 23, 1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel PRITCHARD, 
Fourth Michigan Cavalry, Fort Monroe, Va.: 

CoLONEL: In compliance with instructions from the Secretary of 
War, you will proceed to Washington with the detachment under your 
command and report in person to the Adjutant-General. You will take 
with you the woman’s dress in which Jeff. Davis was captured. 

By order of Brevet Major-General Miles: 

N. CHURCH, 


Major and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE JAMES, 
Richmond, Va., May 24, 1865—12 m. 
Hon. E. M. STan'ron, Washington: 

Hunter, Judge Campbell, and Mr. Seddon are held as prisoners. If 
they are to be confined for a length of time I recommend that they be 
sent to some fort, as their presence in this city is calculated to irritate 
and excite. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


WASHINGTON, May 24, 1865. 
Major-General HALLEOK : 

The case of Mr. Seddon and Judge Campbell is before the Judge- 
Advocate-General. I will procure a speedy report from him and give 
you instructions as to the proceedings to be had against them. 

E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


Fort MONROE, May 24, 1865. 
Major-General HALLECK, Richmond: 
In your instructions the prisoners were only allowed their Bibles. 
They desire their prayer-books and tobacco. Will it be granted them? 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Brevet Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE JAMES, 
Richmond, Va., May 24, 1865—8.35 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. N. A. MILES, Fort Monroe: 
Allow the prisoners prayer-books and tobacco. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF ForRT MonROg, 
Fort Monroe, Va., May 24, 1865. 
OC. A. DANA, Esq., Assistant Secretary of War: 

Sir: I have the honor to send you by the hand of Colonel Pritchard, 
Fourth Michigan Cavalry, a package of papers found upon the persons 
or the baggage of the prisoners. This package comprises all that can 
be found, a careful search having been made of the whole party. 
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_Yesterday I directed that irons be put on Davis’ ankles, which he 
violently resisted, but became more quiet afterward. His hands are 
unencumbered. Both he and Clay are well. The females were sent 
to Savannah to-day. I also send the colors of the One hundred and 
fiftieth Pennsylvania Volunteers, found in the baggage of Mrs. Davis 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Brevet Major-General of Volunteers, Commandit.g. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. 0., May 25, 1865. 
Hon. E. M. STanton, Secretary of War, Washington, D. O.: 

Sim: Pursuant to your verbal instructions I have the honor to lay 
before you the accompanying papers, being the orders and instruc- 
tions under which rebel prisoners who were or have been in close con- 
finement or in irons were forwarded for exchange. General Orders, 
No. 6, of January, 1865, which directs this exchange, was issued while 
General Wessells was in charge of this office, and was distributed by 
him to the several prison stations for execution. The first case that 
was brought to my notice was that of three prisoners at Johnson’s 
Island, two of whom were under sentence of death as spies. They 
were released under the accompanying instructions from Major- 
General Hitchcock, marked A, and the decision in this case covered 
that class of prisoners. On the same day, February 17, I received 
from Lieutenant-General Grant a telegram directing that ‘‘all rebel 
prisoners who are or haye been in close confinement or. in irons” 
should be forwarded for exchange as soon as possible, and orders were 
given accordingly. His telegram is inclosed, marked B.* On the 14th 
of March a telegram from Lieutenant-General Grant was received by 
the Secretary of War in reference to the exchange of prisoners in close 
confinement or in irons, with the request that General Hoffman be 
directed to forward those at Alton and other places, and stating that 
prisoners of this class were not forwarded as per agreement. This tele- 
gram was referred to me by Major-General Halleck, with directions to 
carry out the instructions of Lieutenant-General Grant. The telegram 
is herewith inclosed, marked C.t On the same day I received a telegram 
to the same effect from Lieutenant-General Grant, which is herewith 
inclosed, marked D.{ These frequent orders upon this subject seemed to 
imply that there was a remissness on my part in attending to my duty, 
and I replied to Lieutenant-General Grant by telegram and by letter, 
explaining my misunderstanding of his orders and the character of pris- 
oners who would be released under them, viz, spies, murderers, &c. His 
telegram of the 17th of February directed the exchange not only of those 
who were at the time in close confinement or in irons, but also all that 
had been so confined. Copy of letter herewith, marked H.§ On the 23d 
of March I wrote again to the general (copy, marked F,|| herewith), call- 
ing his attention to the character of the prisoners I was forwarding and 
informing him, to insure that none should be delivered who did not 
come under his instructions, the history of each prisoner would be sent 
with him to-General Mulford. On the 20th of March a letter from Mr. 
Ould complaining that Colonel Winston and other rebel officers were 
wearing ball and chain at Alton was received from Lieutenant-General 
Grant with directions that if the facts were as reported the officers 


* See p. 242. t See p. 383. t See p. 392. § See p, 400. || See p. 423. 
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should be forwarded for exchange. Copy of indorsements herewith, 
marked G. On receipt of this letter I informed the lieutenant-general 
by telegram, March 25, that the officers referred to were not then and had 
not been wearing ball and chain, but that they were under sentence to 
confinement for various periods. Telegram herewith, marked H.* In 
reply I was instructed to forward all the prisoners referred to in my 
dispatch. Telegram herewith, marked I.* Three other letters from 
Mr. Ould complaining that contrary to the agreement prisoners were 
held in close confinement were received by me on the 20th of March from 
Lieutenant-General Grant, with instructions in two cases to forward the 
prisoners and in the third without particular instructions. These letters 
were returned, all with an indorsement showing what had been done in 
each case. Copies of the indorsements are herewith, marked K, L, and 
M. The general instructions given by me were based on the telegram 
of Lieutenant-General Grant of the 17th of February, using his own 
words, and it was upon this order that Captain Gurley was forwarded. 
He had been held awaiting promulgation of sentence since January 9, 
1864, and the order covered his case. The records of this office did not 
give the charges against him, and it was not known that he was charged 
with the murder of General McCook until a copy of the roll on which 
he was forwarded to City Point for exchange was received. There were 
other prisoners of the same character on the same roll, and if it was 
not intended that such should be exchanged, they could have been 
sent back from City Point. General Grant’s order required me to for- 
ward all prisoners, without exception, who were or had been in close 
confinement or in irons, but to guard against misunderstanding I 
inquired of him whether citizens or parties who had been arrested 
since the date of the agreement were to be released under his order, 
and was informed by him that they were not, and orders were given 
accordingly. In submitting the foregoing for your consideration I feel 
assured that I have clearly shown that in carrying out the orders I 
received I’not only did not go beyond them, but through the precau- 
tion of reference to Lieutenant-General Grant I had them much 
restricted. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


Boston, May 25, 1865. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON: 

I made arrangements for the reception of Messrs. Stephens and 
Reagan at Fort Warren yesterday. They arrived at 10 last evening 
and were transferred to the fort this morning at 10. They are securely 
disposed of. I will make a full report from my headquarters in New 
York to-morrow. 

JNO. A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


RALEIGH, May 25, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEOK: alk ane 
I have arrested Oaptain Morfit and will guard him to you at once.t 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 


*See p. 428. 
t For order directing arrest, see Series I, Vol. XLVII, Part III, p. 567. 
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May 25, 1865.—For Wilson to Stanton reporting arrest of Howell 
eon . R. Mallory, and B. H. Hill, see Series I, Vol. XLIX, Part II, 


Hpqrs. MILITARY District or Fort Monrog, 


May 25 
Hon. C. A. DANA, Be aha 
Assistant Secretary of War, Washington, D. C.: 

Sir: I have the honor to send you, inclosed herewith, two letters 
from Mrs, Jeff. Davis, one to Hon. William H. Seward, and the other to 
Hon. F, P. Blair, sr.; also a letter from Mrs. O. ©. Clay, jr., to Judge- 
Advyocate-General Holt, which they.desired me to forward. 

Mr. Davis is very anxious to see Mr. Seward in person, and in case 
he cannot see him he wants to see Mr. Blair, sr., and asked me to make 
the request. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Brevet Major-General, Commanding. 


GENERAL WAR DEPARTMENT, 
CouRT-MARTIAL Ones, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No, 250. Washington, May 26, 1865. 
* * * * * * * 


Il. In the case of R. T. Semmes, citizen, sentenced by a military 
commission “‘to be imprisoned at hard labor at such place as the com- 
manding general may direct for the term of three years,” and now 
confined in the penitentiary at Columbus, Ohio, as promulgated in 
General Orders, No. 30, headquarters Northern Department, Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, April 21, 1865, the sentence is remitted, and he will be 
released from confinement without delay. 

By order of the President of the United States: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST, 
New York City, May 26, 1865. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 

Srr: I have the honor to make the full report required by the order 
of the President communicated to me by your telegraphic dispatch of 
the 23d instant, concerning Messrs. Stephens and Reagan, which was 
received at these headquarters at a quarter past 12 on the same day. 
I left for Boston by the evening train, arriving at that city at 6 a. m. 
on the 24th. Before leaving New York I telegraphed the quarter- 
master at Boston to have a steamer in readiness to take me to Fort 
Warren at 8 a.m. My dispatch, through some want of punctuality, 
was not delivered till half past 8, and I took the regular steamer at 9 
a. m., reaching Fort Warren at 10. 

I immediately inspected with Major Allen, the commanding officer, 
the rooms which could be appropriated to the imprisonment of Messrs. 
Stephens and Reagan, and selected two basement casemated rooms, 
apart from each other, and opening on separate halls. They have each 
two grated windows opening on an area in which a sentinel is posted, 
so as to render all communication with them impossible. The rooms 
are respectively parts of suites of apartments having one door opening 
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into a hall and two doors opening into adjoining rooms. The two latter 
are planked up. The door opening into the hall is secured by a pad- 
lock, and a sentinel is posted on the outside in the hall. ; 

Having made this arrangement, the steamer with the expected pris- 
oners not having arrived, I addressed a note to the commander, to be 
delivered to him on his arrival, advising him that I would personally 
attend to their transfer to the fort on the ensuing morning at 10 o’clock. 
The steamer arrived about 10 p. m. on the 24th and anchored a mile 
below the fort, and at 9 a. m. the ensuing morning she got under way 
and came to anchor off Galloup’s Island, a short distance above the 
fort. At10o’clock, pursuant to arrangement, I sent Colonel McMahon, 
one of my aides-de-camp, to the ship in a tug for Mr. Stephens, who 
was brought on shore, received at the dock by Lieutenant Woodman, 
who is in charge of the rebel prisoners, conducted to his room and 
locked up. Colonel McMahon then returned to the ship and received 
Mr. Reagan, who was brought on shore, received by Lieutenant Wood- 
man, conducted to his room, and secured in the same manner. 

I inclose a copy of the regulations I have established for the security 
and treatment of these prisoners (see paper marked A). I have given 
no directions in regard to their rations, leaving the officer in command 
at Fort Warren to be governed by his instructions from the War Depart- 
ment in regard to other prisoners. 

The paper inclosed, marked B,* is a summary of the morning report 
of the garrison of Fort Warren for the 24th instant, so far as concerns 
that portion which is fit for duty and available for its security. 

The paper inclosed, marked C,* is a statement of the number of pris- 
oners confined at the fort, with their rank and class. 

By a comparison of these two last papers it will be seen that the 
security of the prisoners is ample and there is no necessity of trans- 
ferring any portion of them to Fort Lafayette. 

Linclose a rough plan of the fort.* The letters S. and R. indicate 
the rooms in which Messrs. Stephens and Reagan are confined. The 
generals are in the basement, in bastion OC, but are entirely shut off 
from the area in front of the rooms of Messrs. Stephens and Reagan, 
and have a chain of sentinels between them, and they are also separ- 
ated by a chain of sentinels from the other prisoners of war, blockade- 
runners, wc. The generals are not permitted to go beyond bastion O, 
and the other prisoners are not permitted to go beyond the space 
between bastions B and ©. The place in which Messrs. Stephens and 
Reagan are permitted to walk an hour each day at separate hours is on 
the opposite side of the fort between bastions D and EB. 

Not caring to converse with Messrs. Stephens or Reagan, I had no 
personal communication with either of them. 

heey that the wishes of the President have been properly carried 
out, - 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General. 
{Inclosure. ] 


EAt 


FoRT WARREN, Boston Harbor, May 25, 1865. 
Maj. H. A. ALLEN, Commanding Fort Warren: 


MaJor: Mr. Alexander H. Stephens, of Georgia, and Mr. Reagan, 
late Postmaster-General of the insurgent States, are committed to your 


*Omitted. 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION AND CONFEDERATE. 575 


custody for safe-keeping. The following rules are prescribed for your 
guidance: 

First. They will be confined to the rooms already designated, and 
will not be removed to any others without consultation with me. 

Second. They will not be permitted to communicate with each other, 
or with any other person, either verbally or in writing. 

Third. A sentinel will be placed at the door of each room, and each 
door will be constantly locked and the keys kept by the officer in charge 
of the rebel prisoners. 

Fourth. Their meals will be sent to their rooms and left there in 
presence of the sentinel on duty, who will permit no communication 
between them and the person taking their meals to them. 

Fifth. A sentinel will be constantly posted in the area in front of 
their rooms. 

Sixth. They will be permitted to go to the water-closet in rear of 
their respective rooms, and will always be accompanied by the sentinel 
having them in charge. 

Seventh. They will be permitted to walk in bastions D and E for an 
hour each day, between 9 a. m. and 6 p. m., but at separate hours, so 
that only one of them will be out of his room at the sametime. Onall 
these occasions they are to be accompanied by a commissioned officer. 

Eighth. Whenever either of them is out of the room no other prisoner 
in the fort will be allowed to go beyond the sidewalk in front of their 
respective places of confinement. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


[May 26, 1865.—For terms of military convention between Canby and 
Smith, see Series I, Vol. XLVIII, Part II, p. 600.] 


Navy DEPARTMENT, Washington, May 27, 1865. 


Hon. E. M. STANTON, Secretary of War: 

Srr: I have the honor to request that the commandant at Fort 
Warren may be instructed to release any of the officers or crew of the 
prize steamer Deer in his custody that are foreign subjects. 


Very respectfully, &c. 
ssbied ne G. V. FOX, 
Acting Secretary of the Navy. 
{Indorsement.] 


War DEPARTMENT, May 29, 1865. 


Referred to the Commissary-General of Prisoners, with directions to 
comply with the request of the Secretary of the Navy. 
By order of the Secretary of War: 
‘ 4 C. A. DANA, 


Assistant Secretary of War. 


FLAG-OF-TRUCE BoAT LIBERTY, 
Mouth of Red River, May 27, 1865. 
For the purpose of exchanging such Confederate prisoners of war 
as belong to the Trans-Mississippi Department and who may be for 
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exchange in the Military Division of West Mississippi, it is agreed 
between the undersigned, in consequence of the uncertainty of obtain- 
ing transportation from the Confederate Government for such men to 
their homes, that a meeting take place at the city of New Orleans, and 
that Maj. Ig. Szymanski, agent of exchange of C. S. Army, be furnished 
free transportation and safe conduct for that purpose to and from New 
Orleans at such time as he may find it convenient and proper to effect 


the exchange. 
IG. SZYMANSKI, 
Assistant Adjutant-General and Assistant Agent of Exchange. 
WM. McE. DYH, 
Col. Twentieth Iowa Vols. and Agent of Hachange, U. S. Army. 


[May 27, 1865.—For A. J. Smith to Christensen, reporting arrest of 
ex-Governor A. B. Moore, of Alabama, and other correspondence relat- 
ing thereto, see Series I, Vol. XLIX, Part II.] 


WASHINGTON, May 28, 1865—11 a.m. 
Major-General HALLEOK, Richmond, Va.: 

The Secretary of War directs that Stephens, Hunter, and Campbell 
be sony to Fort Pulaski for confinement until final disposition can be 
made. 

U.S. GRANT, 
LTieutenant- General. 


RICHMOND, VA., May 28, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT: 
Your telegram of to-day says: ‘Stephens, Hunter, and Campbell.” 
I presume Seddon is meant instead of Stephens. Will the Navy fur- 
nish a vessel for the purpose, or will the Quartermaster-General send 
one to Fort Monroe? 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., May 28, 1865—7 p.m. 
Major-General HALLECK, Richmond, Va.: 

Stephens was mentioned by the Secretary of War. Is he not at 
Fort Monroe? Seddon had better go also. I will ask the Navy to 
furnish a vessel to take them. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Tneutenant- General, 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE JAMES, 
Richmond, Va., May 28, 1865—10.20 p.m. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, Washington: 
Stephens was sent to Fort Warren a week ago by direction of th 
e 
Secretary of War. Seddon, Hunter, and Campbell will be sent to 
Fort Monroe to embark on any vessel the Navy or Quartermaster’s 
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Department may assign to transport them to Fort Pulaski. O 
should be sent to General Gillmore for their confinement. sahabe 
A. W. HALLEOK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington City, May 28, 1865. 
Major-General HALLECK, Richmond: 

Seddon was the person intended by General Grant instead of 
Stephens. The Secretary of the Navy will transport them on a gun- 
boat to Fort Pulaski, and will give’orders this evening for that purpose. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, Washington City, May 28, 1865. 
Major-General Dix, New York: 

Mallory, late rebel Secretary of the Navy, and B. H. Hill, of Georgia, 
have been arrested and are ordered to be forwarded to you, to be held 
in custody at Fort Lafayette. You will receive and hold them there.* 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington City, May 28, 1865. 
Major-General MILES, Commanding, &c., Fort Monroe: 


Please report whether irons have or have not been placed on Jeffer- 
son Davis. If they have been, when was it done, and for what reason, 


and remove them. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


Fort Monroe, VA., May 28, 1865—2.30 p.m. 
Hon. Epwin M. STanton, Secretary of War: 

I have the honor to state, in reply to your dispatch, that when Jeff. 
Davis was first confined in the casemate the inner doors were light 
wooden ones without locks. I directed anklets to be put upon his 
ankles, which would not. interfere with his walking, but would prevent 
his running, should he endeavor to escape. In the meantime I have 
changed the wooden doors for grated ones with locks and the anklets 
have been removed. Every care is taken to avoid any pretense for 
complaint, as well as to prevent the possibility of his escape. 


I remain, with the highest respect, your obedient servant, 
N. A. MILES, 


Brigadier. General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE JAMES, 
Richmond, Va., May 28, 1865—9.30 p.m. 
Brevet Major-General MILES, Fort Monroe: 
Jeff. Davis and C. CO. Clay having been confined in Fort Monroe by 
order of the Secretary of War, communicated through me, they will 


*For correspondence relating to arrest of B. H. Hill and S. R. Mallory, not pub- 
lished in this series, see Series I, Vol. XLIX, Part II. 


37 R R—SEBRIES II, VOL VIII 


578 PRISONERS OF WAR AND STATE, ETC. 


be removed from that place only on orders from the same source, com- 
municated in the same way. No writs or orders of any civil courts 


ill be recognized or obeyed. 
ny : H. W. HALLECK, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


[May 28, 1865.—For Canby to Stanton, reporting arrest of Governor 
Charles Clark, of Mississippi, and other correspondence relating thereto, 
see Series I, Vol. XLIX, Part I1.] 


[May 28, 1865.—For correspondence between Stanton and Thomas, 
directing release of Cobb and retention of Mallory and Hill, see Series 
I, Vol. XLIX, Part I, pp. 922, 923.] 


OIRCULAR. | DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, May 29, 1865. 

Sir: A copy of the President’s amnesty proclamation of this date 
is herewith appended. By a clause in the instrument the Secretary of 
State is directed to establish rules and regulations for administering 
and recording the amnesty oath, so as to insure its benefits to the 
people and guard the Government against fraud. Pursuant to this 
injunction you are informed that-the oath prescribed in the proclama- 
tion may be taken and subscribed before any commissioned officer, 
civil, military, or naval, in the service of the United States, or any 
civil or military officer of a loyal State or Territory, who by the laws 
thereof may be qualified for administering oaths. All officers who 
receive such oaths are hereby authorized to give certified copies thereof 
to the persons respectively by whom they were made. And such offi- 
cers are hereby required to transmit the original of such oaths at as 
early a day as may be convenient to this Department, where they will 
be deposited and remain in the archives of the Government. A reg- 
ister thereof will be kept in the Department and on application in 
proper cases certificates will be issued of such records in the custom- 
ary form of official certificates. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 


[Inclosure. ] 
By the President of the United States of America: 
A PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas, the President of the United States, on the 8th day of Decem- 
ber, A. D. 1863, and on the 26th day of March, A. D. 1864, did, with the 
object to suppress the existing rebellion, to induce all persons to return 
to their loyalty and to restore the authority of the United States, issue 
proclamations offering amnesty and pardon to certain persons who had 
directly or by implication participated in the said rebellion; and whereas, 
many persons who had so engaged in said rebellion have since the 
issuance of said proclamations failed or neglected to take the benefits 
offered thereby; and whereas, many persons who have been justly 
deprived of all claim to amnesty and pardon thereunder, by reason of 
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their participation directly or by implication in said rebellion and con- 
tinued hostility to the Government of the United States since the date 
of pe proclamations, now desire to apply for and obtain amnesty and 
pardon: 

To the end, therefore, that the authority of the Government of the 
United States may be restored, and that peace, order, and freedom may 
be established, I, Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, do 
proclaim and declare that I hereby grant to all persons who have, directly 
or indirectly, participated in the existing rebellion, except as hereinafter 
excepted, amnesty and pardon, with restoration of all rights of property, 
except as to slaves, and except in cases where legal proceedings, under 
the laws of the United States providing for the confiscation of property 
of persons engaged in rebellion, have been instituted; but upon the 
condition, nevertheless, that every such person shall take and subscribe 
the following oath (or affirmation), and thenceforward keep and main- 
tain said oath inviolate; and which oath shall be registered for perma- 
nent preservation, and shall be of the tenor and effect following, to wit: 

ie ——, do solemnly swear (or affirm), in the presence of Almighty God, 
that I will henceforth faithfully support, protect, and defend the Constitution of the 
United States, and the Union of the States thereunder; and that I will, in like man- 
ner, abide by and faithfully support all laws and proclamations which have been 
made during the existing rebellion with reference to the emancipation of slaves: 
So help me God. 

The following classes of persons are excepted from the benefits of 
this proclamation: First, all who are or shall have been pretended civil 
or diplomatic officers or otherwise domestic or foreign agents of the 
pretended Confederate Government; second, all who left judicial sta- 
tions under the United States to aid the rebellion; third, all who shall 
have been military or naval officers of said pretended Confederate Gov- 
ernment above the rank of colonel in the Army or lieutenant in the 
Navy; fourth, all who left seats in the Congress of the United States 
to aid the rebellion; fifth, all who resigned or tendered -resignations of 
their commissions in the Army or Navy of the United States to evade 
duty in resisting the rebellion; sixth, all who have engaged in any way 
in treating otherwise than lawfully as prisoners of war persons found 
in the U.S. service, as officers, soldiers, seamen, or in other capacities; 
seventh, all persons who have been or are abseniees from the United 
States for the purpose of aiding the rebellion; eighth, all military and 
naval officers in the rebel service who were educated by the Govern- 
ment in the Military Academy at West Point or the U.S. Naval Acad- 
emy; ninth, all persons who held the pretended offices of Governors of 
States in insurrection against the United States; tenth, all persons 
who left their homes within the jurisdiction and protection of the 
United States and passed beyond the Federal military lines into the 
pretended Confederate States for the purpose of aiding the rebellion; 
eleventh, all persons who have been engaged in the destruction of the 
commerce of the United States upon the high seas, and all persons who 
have made raids into the United States from Canada, or been engaged 
in destroying the commerce of the United States upon the lakes and 
rivers that separate the British Provinces from the United. States; 
twelfth, all persons who, at the time when they seek to obtain the bene- 
fits hereof by taking the oath herein prescribed, are in military, naval, 
or civil confinement or custody, or under bonds of the civil, military, or 
naval authorities, or agents of the United States, as prisoners of war, 
or persons detained for offenses of any kind, either before or after con- 
viction; thirteenth, all persons who have voluntarily participated in 
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said rebellion, and the estimated value of whose taxable property is 
over $20,000; fourteenth, all persons who have taken the oath of amnesty 
as prescribed in the President’s proclamation of December 8, A. D. 1863, 
or an oath of allegiance to the Government of the United States since 
the date of said proclamation, and who have not thenceforward kept 
and maintained the same inviolate, 

Provided, That special application may be made to the President for 
pardon by any person belonging to the excepted classes; and such 
clemency will be liberally extended as may be consistent with the facts 
of the case and the peace and dignity of the United States. 

The Secretary of State will establish rules and regulations for admin- 
istering and recording the said amnesty oath, so as to insure its benefit 
to the people and guard the Government against fraud. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the 
seal of the United States to be affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington the twenty-ninth day of May, in 

the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
[L.8.] five, and of the Independence of the United States the eighty- 


ninth. 
ANDREW JOHNSON. 


WILLIAM H. SEWARD, 
Secretary of State. 


By the President: 


WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington City, May 29, 1865. 
Hon. G. WELLES, Secretary of the Navy: 


Sir: I am instructed by the Secretary of War to inform you that 
orders have been given to the Commissary-General of Prisoners to 
release any of the officers or crew of the prize steamer Deer, now con- 
fined at Fort Warren, who may be British subjects, in accordance with 
the request made in your letter of the 27th instant. 

I have, &c., 
C. A. DANA, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, May 29, 1865. 
The Secretary of War directs that you send a list of names of the 
prisoners who would be discharged under the following order to this 
office immediately, giving number of order promulgating sentence, and 
that the prisoners be not discharged until you receive further instruc- 
tions from here: 


GENERAL ORDERS, WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 

No. 98. 5 Washington, May 27, 1868. 
_ Ordered, That in all cases of sentences by military tribunals of imprisonment dur- 
ing the war the sentence be remitted and that the prisoners be discharged. The 
Adjutant-General will issue immediately the necessary instructions to carry this 
order into effect. 

By order of the President of the United States: 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Sats Department commanders and officers in command of military 
prisons, 


Acknowledge receipt. 
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OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C. 
Col. OC. W. Hin, ee gern inpl ct Sg! 


Commanding Johnson’s Island, Sandusky, Ohio: 


COLONEL: Your letter of the 21st instant in reference to forwarding 
to Louisville, Ky., for publication, a communication from prisoners of 
war acknowledging their obligations to the Masonic fraternity for 
favors is received. The rules which govern the correspondence of 
prisoners of war limit them to simple domestic letters to their friends 
and do not under any circumstances authorize the commanding officer 
to forward articles for publication. If prisoners who are released desire 
to make any publication which is not objectionable, they must do it 
after they have left the prison. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. 8. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


OFFICE U. 8. AGENT FoR EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS, 
Richmond, Va., May 29, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. W.. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. C.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to request information upon the subject 
of releasing prisoners of war now held in the North. We are daily 
importuned by the friends of prisoners, as well as frequent official calls 
and references, to know if cases of special discharge will be considered. 
Also, when the officers will be released and whether or not it is the 
intention of our Government to release immediately all prisoners now 
held who are willing to take the oath. By furnishing such intelligence 
as will enable me to answer the above inquiries you will greatly oblige, 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. E. MULFORD, 
Brevet Brigadier-General, U. S. Agent for Eachange. 


OFFICE U.S. AGENT FOR EXOHANGE OF PRISONERS, 
Richmond, Va., May 29, 1865. 


Brig. Gen. W. HOFFMAN, 
~ Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. O.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to request that you will farnish me with 
a transcript of any records in your possession which will aid me in the 
identification of parties to whom the moneys and other valuables recently 
turned over to me properly belong. I understand that among the books 
and papers of Libby Prison forwarded to you there were records of the 
moneys taken from our prisoners; also a record of remittances sent 
from the North and deposited to the credit of prisoners. Such papers 
would be of great benefit to me in the distribution of this property. 
If not convenient for you to have them copied immediately, you can 
send them to me by express and I will copy and return them to you 
at once. 


I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. E. MULFORD, 


Brevet Brigadier-General, U. 8S. Agent for Hachange. 
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Fort WARREN, MaAss., May 30, 1865. 


His Excellency ANDREW JOHNSON, 
President of the United States of America: 

Sir: I hereby apply to be allowed to take the oath of allegiance 
prescribed in your proclamation of 29th instant and to be released. I 
am excluded, as having been educated at the U. 8. Military Academy, 
on account of my rank as lieutenant-general in the Confederate service, 
and as being now a prisoner of war, and on no other grounds. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Rk. 8S. EWELL. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., May 30, 1865. 
General RAW.LIns, Chief of Staff: 

GENERAL: During the past day or two I have received a number of 
orders to release prisoners on their taking the amnesty oath of Decem- 
ber 8, 1863. Since the proclamation of this morning will it not be best 
to release them on taking the simple oath of allegiance? 


Respectfully, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


[Indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washington, May 30, 1865. 
Respectfully returned to Brig. Gen. W. Hoffman, Commissary-Gen- 
eral of Prisoners. 
Require of those you discharge the oath of allegiance only. 
By command of Lieutenant-General Grant: 
JNO. A. RAWLINS, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., May 30, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. JAMES BARNES, Commanding Point Lookout, Md.: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that the plan proposed 
in your letter of the 16th instant relative to the discharge of prisoners 
of war patients in hospital at Point Lookout, who desire to take the 
oath of allegiance, is approved by the Secretary of War. Transporta- 
tion to their homes will be furnished to these prisoners, in cases where 
it is more convenient by steamer via Wilmington, Savannah, and 
Mobile; in other cases by the usual manner by the most direct route. 
You will please report at once the number to be sent to each of these 
ports mentioned, in order that steamers may be sent for their convey- 
ance. If there are any charges against any of these prisoners they will 
not be released, but their cases will be reported to this office for further 
instructions. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 
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WASHINGTON : 

Col. D. MAGAULEY, Fort McHenry: nit velralee 
In all cases when the release of prisoners of war is ordered from this 
office against whom there are special charges the execution of the order 
will be suspended unless the contrary is specially directed, and the case 
submitted to the Commissary-General of Prisoners for further instrue- 

tions, with full report of the facts. 
G. BLAGDEN, 
Assistant to Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


(Similar instructions to all officers commanding military prisons.) 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE JAMES, 
Richmond, Va., May 30, 1865—11.30 a. m. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Washington: 

I have just received notice that the Tristram Shandy will receive 
Messrs. Hunter, Campbell, and Seddon. They will be immediately sent 
down in a gun-boat. I presume you have given orders to General 
Gillmore in regard to receiving and imprisoning them. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


RICHMOND, May 30, 1865—11 a. m. 
SENIOR NAVAL OFFICER, Hampton Roads: 

Three prisoners, Messrs. R. M. T. Hunter, J. A. Campbell, and J. A. 
Seddon, will be sent by a gun-boat to the Tristram Shandy in Hampton 
Roads, for transportation to Fort Pulaski, Ga. 

H. W. HALLEOK, 
Major- General. 


RicHMonpD, May 30, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. E. O. C. ORD, Commanding Department of Virginia: 
GENERAL: You will immediately send the gun-boat with Messrs: 
Hunter, Campbell, and Seddon, under a proper guard, to Hampton 
Roads, and deliver the prisoners to the commanding officer of the 
Tristram Shandy for transportation to Fort Pulaski, Ga. The officer 
of the guard will take a receipt for the prisoners. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


CIPHER AND STRICTLY _ WAR DEPARTMENT, 
CONFIDENTIAL. Washington City, May 30, 1865—9.30 p. m. 
Major-General Hovey, Indianapolis: 

The President orders that the sentence of death heretofore passed 
against Horsey, Bowles, and Milligan be commuted to imprisonment of 
each at hard labor in the penitentiary during his life. The penitentiary 
at Columbus, Ohio, is designated as the place of imprisonment. You 
will cause them to be transported to Columbus under sufficient guard 
and delivered to the warden of the penitentiary to carry this commuted 
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sentence into effect and report when you have done so. The President 
directs that you regard this order as confidential and keep it secret until 
the day of execution arrives, and that you acknowledge the receipt of 
this order and the time when it was received by you. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS AGENT OF EXOHANGE, 
MILITARY DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI, 
New Orleans, La., | May 30, 1865 ?| 


Capt. O. H. DYER, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Military Division of West Mississippi: 
CAPTAIN: For the information of the commanding general I have the 
honor to state that at the mouth of Red River on the 27th instant a 
meeting took place between Major Szymanski, Confederate agent of 
exchange, and myself for the purpose of exchanging prisoners at that 
time and place. There were turned over to him (exchanged) as follows: 


Rank. 


Number. 
Equivalent in 
privates 


Ligutonan tec): sath. = O28. asa Bios oeeemrecipansa ee ansns Jornecescce ccs veaseadaacweosece 1 
Gn: COMBIISSTONOE 'OMGELS we nns satin s Sete e meres secon e so made sckebalcateeseneueiacsaen 151 302 
PEIVEGES cise ciciscniciverejceincjs cna essissemuy tv ecad taaisede yearn ce tks Sceiawcawemel Soa am ccoe ae 730 730 


"Rotall ..fliwd spesac-3-- B= te --gwade stadt cee. Fife ob pe ocweicienia tale « «ape seieice ote 882 1, 036 


At the same time and place there were received from Major Szymanski, 
as follows: 


Rank. 


Number. 
Equivalent in 
privates 


Also, 
Steam-boat meticacess soil) Ive teehee to. eee elect 4 76 
SUUULOTS peter esnet Saat gh dCi = eee acy sec | es iat On C3) 
Citi rete one cutee syenccns eee dniuac onenceh aus teepeds ee ee ee 
Potalsesaoet. SG a5 DUE ea See eee he SRS Ey sir 1, 815 


leaving a balance on this exchange due the Confederate Govern- 
ment of an equivalent of— 


PUINGGCS ee wan ssc se qe cae ste cee te ys ee en oe 
Steamboat mein! 1210.02 228i a ee, eleoigah él sidlh ailainio: . ee 
Sutlers Ui. won Ancol) oF. batsonecens edd atc ey 


eee e ee wee meee ewe pec ees sowee 
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With the exception of a very few men, who are supposed to have 
escaped, this number (1,815) embraces all of our prisoners in Texas, 
A ames Fe, aes Be. ade in a ik days with the Confederate 
agent, when I will be able to submit i it j 
- * he achasemi. a final report, closing, it is hoped, 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. Mok. DYE, 
Colonel and Agent of Exchange, Mil. Div. of West Mississippi. 


GENERAL ORDERS, War DEpT., ADIT, GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
No. 103. Washington, May 31, 1865. 

1, All Federal troops received on parole by Ool. Charles C. Dwight, 
agent of exchange in the Military Division of West Mississippi, at Red 
River Landing, La., in February, 1865, are declared exchanged. 

2. The enlisted men named in Special Orders, No. 145, Department 
of Mississippi, April 29, 1865, delivered to the U. S. authorities at 
Vicksburg, April 28, 1865, are declared exchanged. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., May 31, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. U. 8. GRANT, 
Commanding Armies of the United States, Washington, D. O.: 


GENERAL: To facilitate the release of prisoners of war without its 
being too much hurried, and to save much labor in your office, and this 
one also, I would respectfully suggest that the commanding officers of 
military prisons be directed to release, on their taking the oath of alle- 
giance, fifty or more per day, taking those below the rank of general 
and in alphabetical order, commencing with each letter of the alphabet 
and taking of that letter in proportion to the number of names begin- 
ning with it. None to be discharged under this arrangement against 
whom there are charges of any kind, and a list to be furnished daily to 
this office of those discharged. There are seventeen military prisons 
at which are confined over 50,000 prisoners, and at the rate of fifty per 
day it will take near sixty days to vacate the prisons. There are about 
5,000 officers in confinement, all of whom might be excluded from 
release, except on special application, if thought advisable. 

There are a number of citizens in confinement without charges, and 
some against whom there are charges who have not been tried. Inas- 
much as all who have been tried and sentenced to confinement during 
the war have been pardoned, it would seem that the prisoners above 
referred to might also be released, with perhaps a few exceptions of 
those awaiting trial. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners, 


WaAR DEPARTMENT, Washington City, May 81, 1865. 
WILLIAM HUNTER, Esq., Acting Secretary of State: 


S1r: I am instructed by the Secretary of War to transmit certain 
letters written by Mrs. Jefferson Davis and Mrs. C. C. Clay and 
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addressed to the Hon. J. Holt, Hon. William H. Seward, and F. P. 
Blair, sr. 
om am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. A. DANA, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF INDIANA, 
Indianapolis, Ind., May 31, 1865—12 m. 
E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War, Washington, D. C.: 
I have just received your telegram commuting the sentences of — 
Bowles, Milligan, and Horsey. The orders shall be strictly obeyed. 
ALVIN P. HOVEY, 
Brevet Major-General. 


War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, May 31, 1865. 
Major-General AUGUR, 
Commanding Department of Washington, Washington, D. O.: 
Sir: The Secretary of War directs that you send an officer immedi- 
ately to take charge of Henry Wirz, a captain in the rebel service, who 
had charge of the Andersonville Prison, and commit him to the Old 
Capitol Prison, where he will be kept securely confined. He is now in 
the central guard-house, where he was delivered by Captain Noyes, of 
General Wilson’s staff. Please report the execution of this order. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[First indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 
May 31, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to Col. T. Ingraham, provost-marshal-general, 
Defenses North of the Potomac, for immediate compliance with the 
within instructions, to be returned with report of action. 
By command of Major-General Augur: 
H. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Officer of the Day. 


[Second indorsement. } 


OFFICE PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 
DEFENSES NORTH OF THE Po'TOoMAGC, 
May 31, 1865. 
Respectfully returned. This order has this day been fully complied 
with. Captain Wirz is now in Old Capitol Prison. 
T. INGRAHAM, 
Colonel and Pro. Mar. Gen., Defenses North of the Potomac. 


WASHINGTON CiTy, D.C., May 31, 1865. 
His Excellency Governor JouN A. ANDREW: 


Str: When the rebel General Magruder defeated an expedition to 
the Sabine River, set on foot by General Banks, there were two free 
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colored boys captured and sold into slavery belonging to Boston. A 
statement of the facts in the case reached me with Your Excellency’s 
indorsement soon after the facts became known, but at that time it 
was found impossible to do anything for the relief of the two boys. As 
the door seems now open for.an inquiry, I should be most happy to be 
instrumental in procuring the release of the boys; to this end I have 
caused a search to be made among my papers for the statement of the 
ease, and not finding it I have written to the agent of exchange, on 
the supposition that I may have forwarded the statement for some 
action on his part. Meantime I respectfully call your attention to the 
matter, in the hope that you may have some record or some means by 
which the names of the boys may be known and sent to me, that I may 
make the proper effort, through our local commander in Texas, to find 
the said boys. 

The mother of the boys is said to be a respectable colored woman of 
the city of Boston. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Maj. Gen. of Vols. and Commissioner for Exchange of Prisoners. 


NASHVILLE, May 81, 1865. 
Major-General MILRoy, Tullahoma: 

Turn J. S. Malone over to the civil authorities for trial. 

The major-general commanding directs that any man who has been 
admitted to the privileges of parole under his order, or under the con- 
ventions between Generals Grant and Lee or Sherman and Johnston, be 
not arrested by military authority, as it is a breach of faith to induce a 
man to surrender, under promise of permitting him to return to his 
home, and then to put him in prison. 

WM. D. WHIPPLE, 


Brigadier-General, &e. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF INDIANA, 
No. 37. Indianapolis, Ind., May 31, 1865. 
The execution of General Orders, No. 27, dated headquarters Dis- 
trict of Indiana, Indianapolis, May 9, 1865, having been suspended by 
the following telegram, dated Washington, May 16, 1865, to wit: 
WASHINGTON, May 16, 1865. 
Brevet Major-General Hovey: 


I have commuted the sentence of death of Horsey to imprisonment at hard labor 
for life. You will suspend the execution of Milligan and Bowles until Friday, 


2. 
— A. JOHNSON, 
President. 


Said order is, in accordance with said telegraphic order, so modified as 
to be: 

William A. Bowles, citizen of the State of Indiana, will be hanged 
by the neck until he be dead, on Friday, the 2d day of June, 
1865, between the hours of 12. o’clock m. and 3 o’clock p. m., on the 
parade grounds between Camp Morton and Burnside Barracks, near 
the city of Indianapolis, Ind. Bvt. Brig. Gen. Ambrose A. Stevens, 
commanding Camp Morton and Burnside Barracks, is charged with the 
execution of this order, and will make report thereof to the command- 


ing general. 
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Lambdin P. Milligan, citizen of the State of Indiana, will be hanged 
by the neck until he be dead, on Friday, the 2d day of June, 1865, 
between the hours of 12 o’clock m. and 3 o’clock p. m., on the parade 
grounds between Camp Morton and Burnside Barracks, near the city 
of Indianapolis, Ind. Bvt. Brig. Gen. Ambrose A. Stevens, command- 
ing Camp Morton and Burnside Barracks, is charged with the execu. 
tion of this order, and will make report thereof to the commanding 
general. : . 

Stephen Horsey, citizen of the State of Indiana, will be confined at 
hard labor during the term of his natural life, and the penitentiary at 
Columbus, Ohio, is designated as the place of his confinement. He 
will be sent under guard to said penitentiary with a copy of this order, 
together with a copy of General Orders, No. 27, current series, from 
these headquarters, of which this order is a modification. Lieut. Col. 
John H. Gardiner, Seventeenth Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps, 
commanding post, Indianapolis, Ind., will cause the order in this case 
to be executed. 

By command of Bvt. Maj. Gen. Alvin P. Hovey: 

J. W. WALKER, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


NASHVILLE, May 31, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN E. SmituH, Memphis, Tenn.: 

Under the decision of the Attorney-General, General Buford cannot 
enter the State of Kentucky without taking the oath of allegiance to 
the United States, thereby divesting himself of his character of an 
officer of the rebel Army. 

WM. D. WHIPPLE, 
Brigadier-General, &c. 


Observations upon the diseases of the Federal prisoners confined in 
Camp Sumter, Andersonville, in Sumter County, Ga., instituted with 
a view to illustrate chiefly the origin and causes of hospital gangrene, 
the relations of continued and malarial fevers, and the pathology of 
camp diarrhea and dysentery, by Joseph Jones, surgeon, Provisional 
Army, ©. S., professor of medical chemistry in the Medical College 
of Georgia, at Augusta, Ga.* 


Hearing of the unusual mortality amongst the Federal prisoners con- 
fined at Andersonville, Ga., in the month of August, 1864, during a 
visit to Richmond, Va., I expressed to the Surgeon-General, S. P. 
Moore, C.S. Army, a desire to visit Camp Sumter, with the design of 
instituting a series of inquiries upon the nature and causes of the pre- 
vailing diseases. Smallpox had appeared amongst the prisoners, and 
I believed that this would prove an admirable field for the establish- 
ment of its characteristic lesions. The condition of Peyer’s glands in 
this disease was considered as worthy of minute investigation. It was 
believed that a large body of men from the northern portion of the 
United States suddenly transported to a warm, southern climate, and 
confined upon a small portion of land, would furnish an excellent field 
i the investigation of the relations of typhus, typhoid, and malarial 
evers. 


* Doctor Jones testified before the Wirz military commission that he was engaged 
upon this report when General Johnston surrendered his army; that the “report 
never was delivered to the Surgeon-General,” &c. 
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‘he Surgeon-General ©. S. Army furnished me with the following 
letter of introduction to the surgeon in charge of the O.S. military 
prison at Andersonville, Ga. : 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, Va., August 6, 1864. 
Surg. Isaran H. WHITE, 
In Charge of Hospital for Federal Prisoners, Andersonville, Ga. : 

Sir: The field far pathological investigations afforded by the large collection of 
Federal Bao ers in Georgia is of great extent and importance, and it is believed 
that results of value to the profession may be obtained by a careful investigation of 
the effects of disease upon this large body of men subjected to a decided change of 
climate and to the circumstances peculiar to prison life. The surgeon in charge of the 
hospital for Federal prisoners, together with his assistants, will afford every facility 
to Surg. Joseph Jones in the prosecution of the labors ordered by the Surgeon- 
General. Efficient assistance must be rendered Surgeon Jones by the medical officers, 
not only in his examinations into the causes and symptoms of the various diseases, 
‘but especially in the arduous labors of post-mortem examinations. 

The medical officers will assist in the performance of such post-mortems as Surgeon 
Jones may indicate, in order that this great field for pathological investigation may 
be explored for the benefit of the medical department of the Confederate Army. 

8. P. MOORE, 
‘Surgeon-General. 


In compliance with this letter of the Surgeon-General, Isaiah H. 
White, chief surgeon of the post, and R. R. Stevenson, surgeon in 
charge of the prison hospital, afforded the necessary facilities for the 
prosecution of my investigations amongst the sick outside of the 
stockade. 

After the completion of my labors in the military prison hospital 
the following communication was addressed to Brig. Gen. John H. 
Winder, in consequence of the refusal on the part of the commandant 
of the interior of the ©. 8. military prison to admit me within the 
stockade upon the order of the Surgeon-General: 


CAMP SUMTER, Andersonville, Ga., September 16, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN H. WINDER, Commandant Post, Andersonville: 

GENERAL: I respectfully request the commandant of the post of Andersonville to 
grant me permission and to furnish the necessary pass to visit the sick and medical 
officers within the stockade of the C. S. prison. 

I desire to institute certain inquiries ordered by the Surgeon-General. Surg. 
Isaiah H. White, chief surgeon of the post, and rag R. R, Stevenson, in charge of 
the prison hospital, have afforded me every facility for the prosecution of my labors 
amongst the sick outside of the stockade. 


Vv respectful] our obedient servant 
Praoer tis ‘ JOSEPH JONES, 


Surgeon, Provisional’ Army, C. 8. 


In the absence of General Winder from the post Captain Winder 
furnished me with the following order: 
Camp SUMTER, Andersonville, September 17, 1864, 


Capt. H. W1Rz, Commanding Prison: 


Captain: You will permit Surg. Joseph Jones, who has orders from the Surgeon- 
General, to visit the sick within the stockade that are under medical treatment. 
Surgeon Jones is ordered to make certain investigations which may prove useful to 


his profession. . 
By direction of General Winder: 


Very respectfully, WwW. 8S. WINDER 
. . ? 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Before entering into an examination of the diseases which proved 
so fatal to the Federal prisoners in Camp Sumter the medical topog- 
raphy and climate of the surrounding country will be briefly consid- 
ered, that data may thus be obtained by which to estimate more 
correctly the causes of the fatal diseases, 
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General view of the medical topography and climate of Camp Sumter, 
Andersonville, Ga., and the country in the immediate vicinity. 


Andersonville, with the surrounding hills, including the C. 8. mili- 
tary prison, is elevated from 350 to 435 feet above the level of the 
ocean and is situated in Sumter County, Ga., between the Flint and 
Chattahoochee Rivers, seven miles due west of the former and forty- 
two miles east of the latter, in about 32° 10’ north latitude, and 
85° 26’ west longitude, near the commencement of the western slope of 
the dividing ridge between the streams flowing southwesterly into the 
Gulf of Mexico and those flowing southeasterly into the Atlantic 
Ocean. Fort Valley, twenty-nine miles northeast of Andersonville, at 
an elevation of about 530 feet, lies upon the crest of the ridge running’ 
between the Ocmulgee and Flint Rivers, the former, uniting with the 
Oconee and forming the Altamaha, empties into the Atlantic Ocean, 
and the latter, uniting with the Chattahoochee and forming the Appala- 
chicola River, pours its waters into the Gulf of Mexico. From this 
dividing ridge the country slopes gradually toward the Atlantic on the 
southeast and toward the Gulf of Mexico on the southwest. Ander- 
sonville is distant from the Atlantic Ocean in a straight line about 170 
miles, the configuration of the coast of Georgia being such that the dis- 
tance is about the same from Saint Catharine’s, Sapello, Altamaha, 
Saint Simon’s, and Saint Andrew’s Sounds, and is distant from that part 
of the Gulf of Mexico near where the Wakulla and Saint Mark’s Rivers 
enter Appalachee Bay, 142 miles. The summit of the hill at Ander- 
sonville, upon which the C. 8S. general hospital has been located, is 
435 feet above the level of the sea and is next to the highest point 
on the railroad between Oglethorpe and Albany, the highest point 
between these two places being 480 feet. High table land, with an 
average elevation of about 460 feet, lies between Andersonville and 
Americus, the highest point being 480.6 feet. The following are the 
elevations above the level of the ocean of several points about Ander- 
sonville: Railroad depot, 399 feet; hill opposite depot, 416 feet; North 
Branch of Sweetwater Creek at Andersonville, 360 feet; South Branch, 
350.5 feet; highest hill in stockade, 400 feet. The town of Americus 
is 78 feet below the summit of the highest hill at Andersonville, and 
ae ane a half feet above the level of the South Branch of Sweetwater 

reek. 

The hills of this rolling country in and around Andersonville vary 
in height from 40 to 108 feet above the level of the water courses. 
The summit of the hill upon which the C, 8. general hospital is located 
is elevated 108 feet above the branch of Sweetwater Creek, which flows 
at its base, and 178 feet above low water in the Flint River opposite 
this place. 

Character of the soil—The surface soil is sandy, with but little 
vegetable mold. For agricultural purposes the soil may be charac- 
terized as light, sandy, and unproductive after the first few years of 
cultivation. Many of the hills which have been cleared and cultivated 
present a barren surface, with varying admixtures of white sand and 
red clay. Some of the hills appear to be composed in large measure of 
sand, and upon the surface present a white, sandy, loose soil, in which 
the pouched rat or salamander burrows to a considerable depth. 
Others present a red color, resembling the red-clay hills of Middle and 
Upper Georgia. They contain, however, much less clay in their struc- 
ture and are less productive. The red color is due to the admixture 
with the sand and clay of the oxideof iron. The hills are composed of 
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alternate layers of sand and pipeclay, called most commonly soapstone. 
Both the sand and clay present various shades of color, from pure 
white to deep red and chocolate. Under the microscope the pure white 
sand is found to consist of numerous crystalline fragments and crys- 
tals of transparent quartz. 

After microscopical examination I was unable to detect any siliceous 
casts of animalcules or fragments of corals and shells, either in the 
white and variegated clays or in the layers of sand. This, however, 
must be taken only as negative evidence, for the amount of matter 
examined even after a prolonged microscopical examination is neces- 
sarily so small that the inability to detect organic remains in the small 
portion subjected to this minute scrutiny does not at all allow of the 
general assertion that these strata are devoid of all organic remains. 

Geological position—I was unable to discover any fossils by which 
the geological position of the immediate locality could with certainty 
be determined. As far, however, as my knowledge of the country lying 
above and below extends this region should be referred to the Tertiary, 
or more exactly to the upper or buhr-stone strata of the Eocene 
formation. It would appear that the force which elevated the Appala- 
chian Mountains expended itself chiefly in this direction, between the 
two systems of rivers, and towards the southwestern portions of 
Georgia and Florida and the southeastern parts of Alabama. 

The relative elevation and geological position of Andersonville will 
be best comprehended by considering the preceding facts, in connec- 
tion with a general view of the topography and geological features of 
Georgia. 

The State of Georgia is situated between the 30° 22’ and 35° 
parallels of north latitude, and between 80° 48/ and 85° 40’ west longi- 
tude. Upon a general view of the physical structure of Georgia the 
observer is first struck by the natural division of the State into two 
portions presenting marked physical, geological, botanical, zoological, 
and climatic differences. Weshall for the present purpose only indicate 
these grand divisions. 

Looking inland from the Atlantic Ocean, a vast plain seems emerg- 
ing from its waters, and.gently rising like the shelving bottom of the 
ocean which washes its low shores. At first an almost undeviating 
level, it is imperceptibly broken into hill and dale, and gradually attains 
a height of from 300 to 500 feet above the level of the sea, when it meets 
the primary and metamorphic rocks at a line passing through Augusta, 
Macon, and Columbus, near the heads of navigation of the Savannah, 
Ogeechee, Oconee, Ocmulgee, and Chattahoochee. The length of this 
plain from north to south varies from 100 to 150 miles, and its geolog- 
ical formations extend from the Cretaceous to the most recent, and it 
forms a large part of the great Atlantic slope, extending through 
South Carolina, North Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, and 
New Jersey. 

North of the line which we have indicated as the boundary of the 
Tertiary plain lies the other division, the primitive region of Georgia, 
crossing the State from northeast to southwest, with a width of 160 
miles at the northern limit and 100 at the southern. With anelevation 
of about 500 feet upon its southern border, this primitive belt soon 
swells into an elevated plateau, near 1,000 feet above the level of the 
sea, and gradually rising towards the west and north into mountains, 
rising from 1,000 to 3,000 feet higher. The Blue Ridge range of 
mountains passes near its western edge, and attaining a height from 
1,200 to 4,000 feet forms the most elevated land of the State. From 
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the level of the low Atlantic islands to the elevated plateau and 
mountains there is an average elevation of from 1,200 to 1,500 feet, 
which at the lowest calculation is equivalent to three degrees of lati- 
tude, and if we add the difference of latitude we have near eight 
degrees, equivalent to an equal number of degrees of temperature. 

Whilst the southern extremity of the low plain bordering on the sea 
is a region of palms, with an almost tropical climate in summer, suited 
to the sugar cane, orange, date, and lemon, the mountainous northern 
extremity rises into an elevation favorahle to grain, apples, and the 
grasses. Between the sub-tropical climate of the sea-coast and the 
cooler and more bracing climate of the mountains vegetation has a 
wide range, cotton, rice, tobacco, wheat, and corn, and numerous fruits, 
as the fig, pomegranate, watermelon, plum, peach, pear, grape, and 
apricot, may be added to those above enumerated. 

Andersonville is situated in the western portion of Georgia, about 
seventeen miles due east of the western boundary of the Cretaceous 
formation and about forty miles south of the southern boundary of the 
primitive region of Middle Georgia. At the time of the selection of 
this place for the confinement of Federal prisoners the fertile, sub- 
tropical rice and sea-island cotton region of Georgia was to a great 
extent abandoned and desolate, and the fertile hills and valleys of 
Northern Georgia were being devastated by the fierce conflicts of con- 
tending armies. 

Character of the waters of Andersonville—I carefully analyzed the 
waters from various localities and found them all remarkably pure; 
the waters of the wells and small streams did not differ to any extent 
in specific gravity from that of distilled water, and they contained only 
mere traces of the chlorides and sulphates and of the sdlts of lime, 
magnesia, and iron. The well of water upon the summit of the hill upon 
which the Confederate general hospital is situated is of remarkable 
purity, and in fact it may be considered: as equal to the purest water 
in the world. Its temperature, 18° C. (—— F.), is sufficiently cool in 
this hot climate during the summer and fall months to render it 
refreshing. 

The waters of the branches of Sweetwater Oreek before entering the 
stockade (Confederate military prison) and the Federal hospital are 
equally pure, with the exception of very minute traces of vegetable 
matters; these, however, do not exist in sufficient quantity to be of the 
slightest moment in a medical point of view. 

The waters of these streams are not so pleasant for drinking as the 
well water because their temperature is several degrees higher, and is 
subject to considerable variations, according to the volume and rapidity 
of the current and the degree of external heat. I found the tempera- 
ture of the South Branch of Sweetwater Creek, above the ©. S. military 
prison, at the close of a warm day to be 22° C. (—— F,). 

From this examination of the waters of Andersonville and the 
vicinity we are justified in the conclusion that little or no lime exists 
in the soil. The chemical examination of the waters corresponds, there- 
fore, with the results of the microscopical examination of the sands 
and clays composing the surface of the country. The waters of the 
streams, wells, and springs within the stockade (C. 8. military prison) 
and the military prison hospital were also subjected to careful chemical 
examination and were found in like manner to be of remarkable purity. 

The waters of the stream which enters the stockade, as well as of 
the bold spring which mingles its waters with this stream just after its 
entrance into the stockade, and which are extensively used by the 
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prisoners for drinking, washing, and cooking, are of great purity, con- 
taining only traces of the sulphates and chlorides, and of lime, mag- 
nesia, and iron. The bakery is situated near this stream, and one of 
the Confederate regiments is camped on the hill above, but these 
sources of contamination are too far distant to sensibly affect the con- 
stant flowing waters. The only perceptible effect was a slight increase 
of the chlorides. 1 

The waters of the stream which enters the hospital inclosure, as well 
as of the deep well within the hospital grounds, were in like manner 
of remarkable purity, and contained only slight traces of the chlorides 
and sulphates and the salts of lime, magnesia, and iron. The waters 
of the streams issuing from the stockade and hospital are contaminated 
by the excrements, filth, and offal of the Federal prisoners, and contain 
not only these matters, and various salts resulting from their decom- 
position, but also numerous maggots, animalcule, and cryptogamous 
plants. As these waters loaded with filth and human excrement flow 
sluggishly through the swamp below, filled with trees and reeds coated 
with a filthy deposit, they emit an intolerable and most sickening 
stench. Standing as I did over these waters in the middle of a hot 
day in September, as they rolled sluggishly forth from the stockade, 
after having received the filth and excrements of 20,000 men, the stench 
was disgusting and overpowering, and if it was surpassed in unpleas- 
antness by anything, it was only in the disgusting appearance of the 
filthy almost.stagnant waters moving slowly between the stumps and 
roots and trunks of fallen trees and thick branching reeds and vines, 
with innumerable long-tailed, large, white maggots, swollen peas, and 
fermenting excrements and fragments of bread and meat. 

Vegetatien.—The vegetation of the highlands and hills indicates the 
poverty of thesoil. The low grounds and swamps bordering the streams 
are of too great extent, and they do not manifest by their growth any 
special fertility. The forest trees covering the high grounds and hills 
consist chiefly of the long-leaf pine (Pinus australis), yellow pine (P. 
mitis), barren scrub oak (Quercus catesbei), black jack oak (Q. nigra), 
post oak (Q. obtusiloba), upland willow oak (Q. cinerea), Q. discolor, 
Q. coccinea, Q. rubra, Q. falcata, . biloba, persimmon (Diospyros vir- 
giniana), chinquapin (Castanea pumila), black walnut (Juglans nigra), 
holly (Ilex opaca), wild plum (Prunus umbellata), Prunus chicasa, Prunus 
virginiana, maple (Acer rubrum), sweet leaf, wild haw, whortleberry, 
and many other shrubs. With the exception of the pines, the oaks 
and all the trees growing upon these barren hills presented a stunted 
diminutive appearance. 

The low grounds and swamps bordering the streams were clothed 
chiefly with sweet gum (Liquidambar styraciflua), tulip tree (Lirioden- 
dron tulipifera), black gum (Nyssa multiflora), tupelo (Nyssa aquatica 
and N. uniflora), red flowering maple (Acer rubrum), lind, beech, small 
magnolia, sweet bay, red bay, myrtle, the common cane, and numerous 
sbrubs and vines, also several species of pine (P. serotina and P. palustris, 
P. ——), and of oak (Q. aquatica, Q. alba). The swamps in this immedi- 
ate vicinity appear to rest upon sand and to have no great depth of 
vegetable mold. ¥ 4 

From this examination we conclude that there is no recognizable 
source of disease in the soil and waters of Andersonville, except per- 
haps to a limited extent in the immediate neighborhood of the narrow 
swamps and low grounds bordering the streams. . 

As far as I could ascertain, the high lands of Sumter County have 
proved very healthy to the inhabitants. Along the borders of the 
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swamps, and especially along the Flint River and large water courses, 
chills and fevers are common in the summer and autumn. 

After careful examination I was impressed with the belief that the 
high lands of Andersonville and of this region of country were as 
healthy as any region in the world situated in the same latitudes and 
at the same elevation above the sea; and that this locality chosen by 
the Confederate States for the confinement of the Federal prisoners 
was much more salubrious than most of the region of Georgia lying to 
the south and southeast. 

Animals.—The higher species of vertebrate animals appear to be 
comparatively rare in this sandy elevated region. The opossum (Didel- 
phys virginiana), raccoon (Procyon lotor), rabbit or American hare 
(Lepus americanus), fox squirrel (Sciwrus vulpinus), cat squirrel (Sciu- 
rus cinereus) are the most common. The deer (Cervus virginianus) is 
found chiefly in the large swamps and forests. Wild turkeys are said 
to have been abundant when the country was first reclaimed from the 
Indians. The gopher (Testudo polyphemus) and the salamander or 
pouched rat (Pseudostema bursariwm) are found in considerable num- 
bers in the dry and more sandy soils. As far as my information 
extends, these animals do not extend into the primitive region of 
Georgia. The falls in the rivers may be taken as the geographical limit 
of these interesting and characteristic animals. The birds appear to 
be scarce upon the high lands and sandy hills. They abound chiefly 
along the larger water-courses. The mocking bird, catbird, and red- 
bird appear to frequent the forests throughout the entire year. The 
wild turkey is now rare, although when this country was settled both 
this bird and the deer were abundant. 

On the other hand, in this immediate locality vermin and insects of 
certain species abound to a most unfortunate extent. In this sandy 
soil fleas find a most suitable and healthy habitation and multiply with 
great rapidity, whilst mosquitoes swarm in untold myriads and render 
life at night all but intolerable by their everlasting buzzing and their 
troublesome bites. It was almost impossible to sleep, except under 
nets. During the first night that. I slept at this place my face and 
hands were thoroughly peppered with the bites of these insects, and 
throughout my stay at Andersonville my face appeared as if covered 
with an eruptive disease. I observed that many of the prisoners and 
the. Confederate soldiers had been similarly treated by the mosquitoes. 
It is probable that the immense amount of filth generated by the pris- 
oners may have had much to do with the development and multiplica- 
tion of these insects. 

Olimate.—Andersonville is situated very nearly in the same latitude 
with the following places: Savannah, 32° 4’ 53”; Beaufort, S. ©., 
32° 25’ 57”; Charleston, 8. C., 32° 46’ 33’; Montgomery, Ala., 32° 22’; 
Jackson, Miss., 32° 23’; Point Loma, Cal., 32° 40’ 13’; San Diego, 
32° 41’ 58”; Tuscaloosa, 33° 12’, and Vicksburg, Miss. 

In the absence of direct observations at Andersonville we are able 
to form a pretty correct idea of the climate from the observations 
recorded in places of the same latitude. The mean temperature of 
Andersonville may be assumed, without any great deviation from the 
truth, at about 65° for the spring, 82° for the summer, 65° for the 
autumn, and 55° for the winter, and 65° for the year. 

The isothermal line of Andersonville for the spring passes through or 
near Charleston, 8S. C., Columbus, Ga., Montgomery, Ala., Vicksburg, 
Miss., Fort Scott, Tex., and rises up along the Pacific coast nearly to 
the thirty-fourth degree of latitude; for the summer, it commences as 
low as the Bahamas, near the twenty-fifth degree of north latitude, 
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passing through Nassau, and ascending along the coast of Florida 
through Fort Dallas, Saint Augustine, and along the coast of Georgia 
and Carolina through Savannah and Charleston, and thence almost 
directly across the continent, through Columbus, Montgomery, Jack- 
son, Vicksburg, Miss., Austin and Fort Dawson, Tex., thus falling 
below the thirtieth degree of north latitude in Texas. For the autumn 
it commences on the Atlantic coast as high up as the thirty-fifth degree 
of latitude, and_passes through Beaufort, N. C., Wilmington, N. O., 
Columbus, Ga., Montgomery, Ala., Jackson, Miss., and in Texas falls 
below the thirtieth degree of latitude, and on the Pacific coast rises 
again above the thirty-fifth degree of latitude. For the winter the 
isothermal line of Andersonville again commences on the Atlantic 
coast near the thirty-fifth degree of north latitude, and passes through 
Fort Johnston, N. C., Charleston, S. C.; near Savannah, Ga., and Mont- 
gomery, Ala., Jackson, Miss., Natchitoches, La., Austin, Forts Lincoln 
and Clark, Tex., passing in Texas as low as the twenty-fourth degree 
of latitude, and then, rising towards the Pacific coast, strikes the 
Pacific Ocean about the thirty-seventh degree fiftieth minute north 
latitude. For the entire year the isothermal line commences on the 
Atlantic coast near the thirty-fourth degree north latitude, passes 
through Fort Johnston, N. C., Montgomery, Ala., Jackson, Miss., and 
descends in Texas below the thirtieth, degree, and in Mexico below the 
twenty-fifth degree, and ascends toward the Pacific coast as high as 
the thirty-seventh degree north latitude. 

It is evident, therefore, from these facts that the climate of Ander- 
sonville is similar in most respects to that of the interior basin of the 
Mississippi, being colder in winter and autumn and spring and warmer 
in summer than the Atlantic coast in the same latitude. 

In conclusion, as far as my pathological and physical investigations 
extended, I was compelled to believe that the diseases which proved so 
fatal to the Federal prisoners confined at Andersonville, Ga., were due 
to causes other than those connected with the soil, waters, and climate. 

The heat of the climate may have promoted the rapid decomposition 
of the filth, which in violation of all hygienic laws was allowed to 
accumulate in the stockade and hospital grounds; and also in itself the 
heat may have been a cause of debility; but still the fearful mortality 
could not properly be referred to this condition of the climate or to all 
the elements of climate combined. 

No blame can be attached to the Confederate authorities for the 
collection of the Federal prisoners at this elevated and healthy locality, 
which was more salubrious than one-half the territory of South Caro- 
lina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana. 


Description of the O. 8S. military prison and hospital at Andersonville, 
number of prisoners, physical condition, food, clothing, habits, moral 
condition, diseases. 


The Confederate military prison at Andersonville, Ga., consists of a 
strong stockade, twenty feet in height, inclosing twenty-seven acres. 
The stockade is formed of strong pine logs, firmly planted in the ground. 
The main stockade is surrounded by two other similar rows of pine 
logs, the middle stockade being sixteen feet high and the outer twelve 
feet. These are intended for offense and defense. If the inner stock- 
ade should at any time be forced by the prisoners, the second forms 
another line of defense, whilst, in case of an attempt to deliver the 
prisoners by a force operating upon the exterior, the outer line forms 
an admirable protection to the Confederate troops and a most formi- 
dable obstacle to cavalry or infantry. The four angles of the outer line 
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are strengthened by earth-works upon commanding eminences, from 
which the cannon, in case of an outbreak amongst the prisoners, may 
sweep the entire inclosure, and it was designed to connect these works 
by a line of rifle-pits running zigzag around the outer stockade. These 
rifle-pits have never been completed. : 

The ground inclosed by the innermost stockade lies in the form of a 
parallelogram, the larger diameter running almost due north and south, 
This space includes the northern and southern opposing sides of two 
hills, between which a stream of water runs from west to east. The 
surface soil of these hills is composed chiefly of sand with varying 
admixtures of clay and oxide of iron. The clay is sufficiently tenacious 
to give a considerable degree of consistency to the soil. The internal 
structure of the hills as revealed by the deep wells is similar to that 
already described. The alternate beds of clay and sand, as well as the 
oxide of iron, which forms in its various combinations a cement to the 
sand, allow of extensive tunneling. The prisoners not only con- 
structed numerous dirt huts with balls of clay and sand taken from the 
wells which they have excavated all over these hills, but they have also 
in some cases tunneled extensively from these wells. The lower por- 
tions of these hills bordering on the stream are wet and boggy, from the 
constant oozing of water. 

The stockade was built originally to accommodate only 10,000 pris- 
oners, and included at first seventeen acres. Near the close of the 
month of June the area was enlarged by the addition of ten acres. 
nny ground added was situated on the northern slope of the largest 

ill. 

The following table presents a view of the density of the population 

of the prison at different periods: 


Table illustrating the mean number of Federal prisoners confined in the C. S. military 
prison at Andersonville, Ga., from its organization, February 24, 1864, to September, 
1864, area of stockade, and the average number of square feet of ground to each prisoner. 
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ay 15, 000 740, 520 49.3 
June 22, 291 740, 520 33. 2 
July 29, 030 1, 176, 120 40.5 
August 32,899 | 1,176,120 35.7 


Within the circumscribed area of the stockade the Federal prisoners 
were compelled to perform all the offices of life—cooking, washing, 
urinating, defecation, exercise, and sleeping. During the month of 
March the prison was less crowded than at any subsequent time, and 
then the average space of ground to each prisoner was only 98.7 feet, 
or less than eleven square yards. The Federal prisoners were gathered 
from all parts of the Confederate States east of the Mississippi and 
crowded into this confined space, until in the month of June the 
average number of square feet of ground to each prisoner was only 
33.2, or less than 4 square yards. These figures represent the condi- 
tion of the stockade in a better light even than it really was; for a con- 
siderable breadth of land along the stream flowing from west to east 
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between the hills was low and boggy and was covered with the excre- 
ments of the men, and thus rendered wholly uninhabitable, and in fact 
useless for every purpose except that of defecation. 

The pines and other small trees and shrubs which originally were. 
scattered sparsely over these hills were in a short time cut down and 
consumed by the prisoners for firewood, and no shade tree was left in 
the entire inclosure of the stockade. With their characteristic indus- 
try and ingenuity the Federals constructed for themselves small huts 
and caves, and attempted to shield themselves from the rain and sun, 
aud night damps and dew. But few tents were distributed to the 
prisoners, and these were in most cases torn and rotten. In the loca- 
tion and arrangement of these tents and huts no order appears to have 
been followed. In fact, regular streets appeared to be out of the 
question in so crowded an area; especially, too, as large bodies of pris- 
oners were from time to time added suddenly without any previous 
preparation. . 

The irregular arrangement of the huts and imperfect shelters was 
very unfavorable for the maintenance of a proper system of police. 
The police and internal economy of the prison was left almost entirely 
in the hands of the prisoners themselves, the duties of the Confederate 
soldiers acting as guards being limited to the occupation of the boxes 
or lookouts ranged around the stockade at regular intervals, and to 
the manning of the batteries at the angles of the prison. Even judicial 
matters pertaining to themselves, as the detection and punishment of 
such crimes as theft and murder, appear to have been in a great meas- 
ure abandoned to the prisoners. A striking instance of this occurred 
in the month of July when the Federal prisoners within the stockade 
tried, condemned, and hanged six of their own number, who had been 
convicted of stealing and of robbing and murdering their fellow-pris- 
oners. They were all hung upon the same day, and thousands of the 
prisoners gathered around to witness the execution. The Confederate 
authorities are said not to have interfered with these proceedings. 

In this collection of men from all parts of the civilized world every 
phase of human character was represented. The stronger preyed 
upon the weaker, and even the sick, who were unable to defend them- 
selves, were robbed of their scanty supplies of food and clothing. 
Dark stories were afloat of men, both sick and well, who were mur- 
dered at night, strangled to death by their comrades, for scant sup- 
plies of clothing or money. I heard a sick and wounded Federal 
prisouer accuse his nurse, a fellow prisoner of the U.S. Army, of having 
stealthily, during his sleep, inoculated his wounded arm with gangrene, 
that he might destroy his life and fall heir to his clothing. 

The excuse given for the absence of Confederate guards and police 
within the inclosure of the stockade was the insufficiency of men capa- 
ble of performing military duty. At the time of the establishment and 
during the existence of the military prison at Andersonville the Con- 
federate Government was being sorely pressed on every side, the best 
States being overrun and desolated; and with all the forces that could 
be gathered from all quarters, the main armies are still largely out- 
numbered, and are being steadily pressed back, leaving a desolated 
and ruined country. It is with difficulty that the Confederate Govern- 
ment can spare at the present time of trouble and disaster between 
2,000 and 3,000 reserves, composed of old men and boys (many of whom 
are wholly unfit to perform even guard duty), to guard this large num- 
ber of prisoners, which they have ever been anxious to exchange, and 
which they believe to be forced upon their hands by the persistent 
action of the United States Government. Similar excuses are given 
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for the crowded condition of the stockade. Thus, it is affirmed that the 
gigantic operations as well as the formidable and sudden raids of the 
U.S. forces in Virginia, around Richmond, and in Northern Georgia, 
have compelled the sudden and continuous removal to a place of safety 
of the prisoners. The military operations of the United States have 
reduced the railroad system of the Confederate States east of the 
Mississippi practically to one long and uncertain line. 

The utmost capacity of the railroads of the Southern Confederacy, 
which are now in a most deplorable condition, is taxed with the trans- 
portation of troops, sick and wounded soldiers, prisoners, munitions of 
war, and provisions for the armies in the field. Notwithstanding the 
utmost exertions of the Confederate authorities, the armies in the field 
are, as is well known to the Surgeon-General, but poorly fed and clothed 
at the best, and ofttimes are upon less than one-quarter rations; and 
were it not for supplies received from home and through private 
sources and taken forcibly in foraging, it would appear almost impossi- 
ble that the Confederate Army should be able to keep the field with 
anything like its present numbers. The Surgeon-General is also well 
acquainted with the fact that at the present time large numbers, and 
it might almost be said entire armies, of Confederate troops are suffer- 
ing with symptoms of the scurvy, and hospital gangrene is making 
fearful ravages amongst the poorly fed and badly clothed and imper- 
fectly treated wounded of the Army of Tennessee now contending for 
the possession of Georgia. 

Again, the Confederate currency has depreciated almost to a nominal 
value, and large numbers of the citizens are refusing to take it in the pur- 
chase of provisions and lumber. In this section of Georgia the means 
of cutting and hauling Jumber are scarce, not only from the original 
absence of machinery and scarcity of surplus horses and mules, but 
also from the extensive destruction of saw-mills by the contending 
armies, from the natural decay of machinery during three years of war 
in a country cut off from all intercourse with the surrounding world, 
and possessing at its best estate but few workshops for the manufact- 
ure of implements and machinery. Almost all the skilled labor of the 
country has been either forced into the ranks or has been monopolized 
by the War Department for the manufacture of ordnance and the 
munitions of war. Saws, axes, spades, tools, and implements of all 
kinds are exceedingly scarce in this section of country, and the State 
has been so often under the hands of the impressing officers that it is 
selene aes difficult, if not impossible, to obtain teams for hauling 

umber. 

Notwithstanding that the objects of my labors as defined by the 
Surgeon-General are of a purely medical and scientific character, still 
I deem it to be an act of but simple justice to make a statement of 
these facts in connection with those results of my labors which appear 
to reflect severely upon the action of certain officers charged with the 
management and discipline of the C. S. military prison at this post. 
The large number of wen confined within the stockade soon, under a 
defective system of police, and with imperfect arrangements, covered 
the surface of the low grounds with excrements. The sinks over the 
lower portions of the stream were imperfect in their plan and structure, 
and the excrements were in large measure deposited so near the borders 
of the stream as not to be washed away, or else accumulated upon the low 
boggy ground. The volume of water was not sufficient to wash away 
the feces, and they accumulated in such quantities in the lower portion 
of the stream as to form a mass of liquid excrement. Heavy rains 
caused the waters of the stream to rise, and as the arrangements for 
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the passage of the increased amounts of water out of the stockade were 
insufficient, the liquid feces overflowed the low grounds and covered 
them several inches after the subsidence of the waters. The action of 
the hot sun upon this putrefying mass of excrements and fragments of 
bread and meat and bones excited most rapid fermentation and devel- 
oped a horrible stench. Improvements were projected for the removal 
of the filth and for the prevention of its accumulation, but they were 
only partially and imperfectly carried out. 

As the forces of the prisoners were reduced by confinement, want of 
exercise, improper diet, and by scurvy, diarrhea, and dysentery, they 
were unable to evacuate their bowels within the stream or along its 
banks, and the excrements were deposited at the very doors of their 
tents. The vast majority appeared to lose all repulsion to filth, and 
both sick and well disregarded all the laws of hygiene and personal 
cleanliness. 

The accommodations for the sick were imperfect and insufficient. 
From the organization of the prison, February 24, 1864, to May 22, the 
sick were treated within the stockade. In the crowded condition of the 
stockade, and with the tents and huts clustered thickly around the 
hospital, it was impossible to secure proper ventilation or to maintain 
the necessary police. The Federal prisoners also made frequent forays 
upon the hospital stores and carried off the food and clothing of the 
sick. The hospital was on the 22d of May removed to its present site 
without the stockade, and five acres of ground, covered with oaks and 
pines, appropriated to the use of the sick. _ 

The supply of medical officers has been insufficient from the founda- 
tion of the prison. The nurses and attendants upon the sick have been 
most generally Federal prisoners, who in too many cases appear to 
have been devoid of moral principle, and who not only neglected their 
duties, but were also engaged in extensive robberies of the sick. 

From the want of proper police and hygienic regulations alone, it is 
not wonderful that from February 24 to September 21, 1864, 9,479 
deaths (nearly one-third the entire number of. prisoners) should have 
been recorded. 

I found the stockade and hospital in the following condition during 
my pathological investigations instituted in the month of September, 
1865 [1864]: 

Stockade (C. S. military prison).—At the time of my visit to Ander- 
sonville a large number of Federal prisoners had been removed to 
Millen, Savannah, Charleston, and other parts of the Confederacy, in 
anticipation of an advance by General Sherman’s forces from Atlanta 
with the design of liberating their captive brethren. However, about 
15,000 prisoners remained confined within the limits of the stockade and 
C. S. military prison hospital. 

In the stockade, with the exception of the damp low lands bordering 
the small stream, the surface was covered with huts and small ragged 
tents, and parts of blankets and fragments of oilcloth, coats, and blankets 
stretched upon sticks. The tents and huts were not arranged according 
to any order, and there was in most parts of the inclosure scarcely 
room for two men to walk abreast between the tents and huts. 

I observed men urinating aud evacuating their bowels at the very 
tent doors and around the little vessels in which they were cooking 
their food. Small pits, not more than a foot or two deep, nearly filled 
with soft offensive feces, were everywhere seen, and emitted under the 
hot sun a strong and disgusting odor. Masses of corn bread, bones, 
old rags, and filth of every description were scattered around or accu- 
mulated in large piles. If one might judge from the large pieces of 
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corn bread scattered about in every direction on the ground, the pris- 
oners were either very lavishly supplied with this article of diet or else 
this kind of food was not relished by them. : 

Each day the dead from the stockade were carried out by their fellow- 
prisoners and deposited upon the ground under a bush arbor just out- 
side of the southwestern gate. Irom thence they were carried in carts 
to the burying ground one-quarter of a mile northwest of the prison. 
The dead were buried without coffins, side by side, in trenches four 
feet deep. F 

The Jow grounds bordering the stream were covered with human 
excrements and filth of «Il kinds, which in many places appeared to be 
alive with working maggots. An indescribable sickening stench arose 
from this fermenting morass of human dung and filth. 

There were near 5,000 seriously ill Federals in the stockade and O.S. 
military prison hospital, and the deaths exceeded 100 per day, and 
large numbers of the prisoners who were walking about, and who had 
not been entered upon the sick reports, were suffering from severe and 
incurable diarrhea, dysentery, and scurvy. The sick were attended 
almost entirely by their fellow-prisoners, appointed as nurses; and as 
they received but little attention, they were compelled to exert them- 
selves at all times to attend to the calls of nature, and hence they 
retained the power of moving about to within a comparatively short 
period of the close of life. Owing to the slow progress of the diseases 
most prevalent—diarrhea and chronic dysentery—the corpses were as a 
general rule emaciated. 

I visited 2,000 sick within the stockade lying under four long sheds 
which had been built at the northern portion for barracks. At this 
time only one medical officer was in attendance, whereas at least twenty 
medical officers should have been employed. 

I was informed that several of the medical officers appointed to attend 
the sick within the-stockade were sick, and that the duty was so ardu- 
ous and the exhalations from the sick and filth of the prison were so 
deleterious, that it was impossible for the medical officers to stand the 
service for any length of time. Great difficulty was experienced by the 
surgeon in charge of the post to induce medical officers and physicians 
to accept positions in the stockade or hospital on account of the absence 
of many of the facilities for the treatment of the sick, and the great 
and numerous depressing agencies and the consequent unsatisfactory 
results of practice. 

So distressing was the service and so great were the obstacles to 
successful and satisfactory practice amongst these men, whose consti- 
tutions had been broken down by long confinement and whose moral 
energies had been sapped by the loss of all hope of exchange on the 
part of their Government, that the more energetic Confederate surgeons 
and assistant surgeons endeavored to get transfers to other fields of 
labor, preferring the hardships and exposure of service at the front. 
It is also to be considered that not only is there a scarcity of physicians 
in the Confederacy, but it is especially difficult to command the services 
of competent physicians in this sparsely settled country. Added to all 
this the gigantic military operations in Georgia, attended with the 
utter desolation of her territory in the van of the Federal forces, and 
with the serious wounding of thousands of Confederate troops, have 
absorbed the attention and commanded the abilities of almost every 
available physician in the State. The hospitals of the Army of Ten- 
hessee have been in constant motion for months following the continu- 
ous series of disasters and evacuations in Northern Georgia, and are 
now crowded with seriously wounded, suffering in many cases with the 
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most extensive hospital gangrene and the fatal pyemia. Every town 
and village in Georgia is filled with the wounded and sick, and the 
privations and sufferings of the Confederate troops, even amon gst their 
own countrymen, are great beyond description and equal those of any 
armies in ancient or modern times. With the whole energies of this 
people engaged in such a terrible and unequal struggle, it is not singu- 
lar that medical aid and talent of the highest order should be compara- 
tively scarce and difficult of access and control at the interior posts. 

The very conditions and results of the contest also, without doubt, 
tend to excite such prejudices as would disincline medical officers from 
seeking service amongst their captive enemies. 

I found no record of the sick in the.stockade previous to September 
14, 1864. It appears that previous to this date no record was pre- 
served of the diseases treated within the stockade, and the following 
includes all the medical statistics which I was able to collect within 
the prison walls proper: 


Morning reports of Actg. Asst. Surg. F. J. Wells, in charge of Federal sick and wounded 
in stockade. 
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_If this table be compared with the following one from the C. 8. 
military prison hospital during the same period we will see that the 
number of deaths was as great in the stockade as in the hospital, not- 
withstanding the disparity in the number of medical officers in attend- 
ance upon the sick in both instances, being 346 in the former and 344 
in the latter. 


Consolidated morning reports of Surg. R. R. Stevenson, in charge of C.8. military prison 
hospital, Andersonville, September 14-20, 1864. 
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Died in the stockade from its organization February 24, 1864, to September 21] ...---..---------- 8, 254 
Died in the hospital from its organization February 24, 1864, to September 21 -..-.....--------- 6, 225 


Total deaths in hospital and stockade February 24, 1864, to September 21 ....--- dye cabertesitees 9,479 
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Scurvy, diarrhea, dysentery, and hospital gangrene were the pre- 
vailing diseases. I was surprised to find but few cases of malarial 
fever, and no well-marked cases of cither typhus or typhoid fever. 
The absence of the different forms of malarial fever may be accounted 
for on the supposition that the artificial atmosphere of the stockade, 
crowded densely with human beings and loaded with animal exhala- 
tions, was unfavorable to the existence and action of the malarial poison. 
The absence of typhoid and typhus fevers amongst all the causes which 
are supposed to generate these diseases appeared to-be due to the fact 
that the great majority of these prisoners had been in captivity in 
Virginia, at Belle Island, and in other parts of the Confederacy for 
months, and even as long as two years, and Curing this time they had 
been subjected to the same bad influences, and those who had not had 
these fevers before either had them during their confinement in Con- 
federate prisons or else their systems from long exposure were proof 
against their action. ; 

The effects of scurvy were manifest on every hand, and in all its 
various stages, from the muddy, pale complexion, pale gums, feeble, 
languid, muscular motions, lowness of spirits and fetid breath, to the 
dusky, dirty, leaden complexion, swollen features, spongy, purple, livid 
fungoid bleeding gums, loose teeth, edematous limbs covered with 
livid vibices and petechie, spasmodically flexed, painful and hardened 
extremities, spontaneous hemorrhages from mucus canals, and large 
ill-conditioned spreading ulcers, covered with a dark-purplish fungous 
growth. I observed that in some of the cases of scurvy the parotid 
glands were greatly swollen, and in some instances to such an extent 
as to preclude entirely the power to articulate. In several cases of 
dropsy of the abdomen and lower extremities, supervening upon scurvy, 
the patients affirmed that previously to the appearance of the-dropsy 
they had suffered with profuse and obstinate diarrhea, and that when 
this was checked by a change of diet from Indian-corn bread, baked 
with the husk, to boiled rice the dropsy appeared. 

The severe pains and livid patches were frequently associated with 
swellings in various parts, and especially in the lower extremities, ac- 
companied with stiffness and contractions of the kneejoints and ankles, 
and often with a brawny feel of the parts, as if lymph had been effused 
between the integuments and aponeurosis, preventing the motion of the 
skin over the swollen parts. 

Many of the prisoners believed that the scurvy was contagious, and 
I saw men guarding their wells and springs, fearing lest some man 
suffering with the scurvy might use the waters and thus poison them. 

I observed also numerous cases of hospital gangrene and of spread- 
ing scorbutic ulcers, which had supervened upon slight injuries. The 
scorbutic ulcers presented a dark purple fungoid elevated surface, 
with livid swollen edges, and exuded a thin fetid sanious fluid instead 
of pus. Many ulcers which originated from the scorbutic condition of 
the system appeared to become truly gangrenous, assuming all the 
characteristics of hospital gangrene. 

From the crowded condition, filthy habits, bad diet, and dejected, 
depressed condition of the prisoners, their systems had become so dis- 
ordered that the smallest abrasion of the skin from the rubbing of a 
Shoe, or from the effects of the hot sun, or from the prick of a splinter, 
or from scratching a mosquito bite, in some cases, took on rapid and 
frightful ulceration and gangrene. 

The long use of salt meat, ofttimes imperfectly cured, as well as the 
almost total deprivation of vegetables and fruit, appeared to be the 
chief causes of the scurvy. 
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iE carefully examined the bakery and the bread furnished the prison- 
ers, and found that they were supplied almost entirely with corn bread 
from which the husk had not been separated. This husk acted as an 
ina to the alimentary canal, without adding any nutriment to the 

read, 

As far as my examination extended no fault could be found with the 
mode in which the bread was baked. The difficulty lay in the failure 
to separate the nusk from the corn-meal. 

I strongly urged the preparation of large quantities of soup made 
from the cow and calves heads, with the brains and tongues, to which 
a liberal supply of sweet potatoes and vegetables might have been 
most advantageously added. The materials existed in abundance for 
the preparation of such soup in large quantities, with but little addi- 
tional expense. Such aliment would have been not only highly nutri- 
tious, but it would also have acted as an efficient remedial agent-for 
the removal of the scorbutic condition. 

The sick within the stockade lay under several long sheds, which 
were originally built for barracks. These sheds covered two floors, 
which were open on all sides. The sick lay upon the bare boards, or 
upon such ragged blankets as they possessed, without, as far as I 
observed, any bedding or even straw. Pits for the reception of feces 
were dug within a few feet of the lower floor, and they were almost 
never unoccupied by those suffering with diarrhea. 

The haggard, distressed countenances of these miserable, complain- 
ing, dejected, living skeletons, crying for medical aid and food, and 
cursing their Government for its refusal to exchange prisoners, and the 
ghastly corpses, with their glazed eye-balls staring up into vacant 
space, with the flies swarming down their open and grinning mouths, 
and over their ragged clothes, infested with numerous lice, as they lay 
amongst the sick and dying, formed a picture of helpless, hopeless 
misery, which it would be impossible to portray by words or by the 
brush. A feeling of disappointment, and even of resentment, on 
account of the action of the United States Government upon the sub- 
ject of the exchange of prisoners appeared to be widespread, and the 
apparent hopeless nature of the negotiations for the general exchange 
of prisoners appeared to be a cause of universal regret and of deep 
and injurious despondency. I heard some of the prisoners go so far as 
to exonerate the Confederate Government from any charge of inten- 
tionally subjecting them to protracted confinement, with its necessary 
and unavoidable sufferings, in a country oat off from all intercourse 
with foreign nations, and sorely pressed on all sides, whilst on the 
other hand they charged their prolonged captivity upon their own 
Government, which was attempting to make the negro equal to the 
white man. 

Some hundred or more of the prisoners had been released from con- 
finement in the stockade on parole and filled various offices, as clerks, 
druggists, and carpenters, &c., in the various departments. These men 
were well clothed and presented a stout and healthy appearance, and as 
a general rule they presented a much more robust and healthy appear- 
ance than the Confederate troops guarding the prisoners. 


CONFEDERATE MILITARY PRISON HOSPITAL AT ANDERSONVILLE. 


The hospital is situated near the southeast corner of the stockade 
and covers about five acres of ground. The larger forest trees, as the 
pine and oak, have been left in their natural state and furnish pleas- 
ant shade to the patients. The ground slopes gently toward the south 
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and east. A sluggish stream of water flows through the southern por- 
tion of the hospital grounds from west to east. The upper portion of 
this stream is used by the patients for washing, whilst along the bor- 
ders of the lower portion logs have been ranged upon which the 
patients may sit and evacuate their bowels. This part of the stream 
was a semifluid mass of human excrements and offal and filth of all 
kinds. This immense cesspool fermenting beneath the hot sun emitted 
an overpowering stench. The banks of this stream south of the hos- 
pital inclosure are bordered by a swamp, which spreads out toward the 
southeast. This swamp is well covered by the forest trees usual in 
southern swamps, as the small magnolia, sweet bay, red bay, sweet 
gum, black gum, tupelo, poplar, red maple, ash, and beech. North of 
the hospital grounds the stream which flows through the stockade pur- 
sues its sluggish and filthy course. The exhalations from this swamp, 
which is loaded with the excrements of the prisoners confined in the 
stockade, exert their deleterious influences upon the inmates of the 
hospital. The entire grounds are surrounded by a frail board fence 
and are strictly guarded by Confederate soldiers, and no prisoner, 
except the paroled attendants, is allowed to leave the grounds, except 
by a special permit from the commandant of the interior of the prison. 

The patients and attendants, near 2,000 in number, are crowded into 
this confined space and are but poorly supplied with old and ragged tents. 
Large numbers of them were without any bunks in the tents, and lay 
upon the ground, ofttimes without even a blanket. No beds or straw 
appeared to have been furnished. : 

The tents extend to. within a few yards of the small stream, the east- 
ern portion of which, as we have before said, is used as a privy and is 
loaded with excrements; and I observed a large pile of corn bread, 
bones; and filth of all kinds, thirty feet in diameter and several feet in 
height, swarming with myriads of flies, in a vacant space near the pots 
used for cooking. Millions of flies swarmed over everything and cov- 
ered the faces gf the sleeping patients, and crawled down their open 
mouths and deposited their maggots in the gangrenous wounds of the 
living and in the mouths of the dead. Mosquitoes in great numbers 
also infested the tents, and many of the patients were so stung by 
these pestiferous insects that they resembled those suffering with a 
slight attack of measles. 

The police and hygiene of the hospital was defectivein the extreme; 
the attendants, who appeared in almost every instance to have been 
selected from the prisoners, seemed to have in many cases but little 
interest in the welfare of their fellow captives. The accusation was 
made that the nurses in many cases robbed the sick of their clothing, 
money, and rations, and carried on a clandestine trade with the paroled 
prisoners and Confederate guards without the hospital inclogure in the 
clothing and effects of the sick, dying, and dead Federals. ‘They cer- 
tainly appeared to neglect the comfort and cléanliness of the sick 
intrusted to their care in a most shameful manner, even after making 
due allowances for the difficulties of the situation. Many of the sick 
were literally incrusted with dirt and filth and covered with vermin. 
When a gangrenous wound needed washing the limb was thrust out 
a little from the blanket or board or rags upon which the patient was 
lying, and water poured over it, and all the putrescent matters allowed 
to soak into the ground floor of the tent. F 

The supply of rags for dressing wounds was said to be very scant, 
and I saw the most filthy rags which had been applied several times 
and imperfectly washed used in dressing recent wounds. Where hos- 
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pital gangrene was prevailing it was impossible for any wound to 
escape contagion under these circumstances. The results of the treat- 
ment of wounds in the hospital were of the most unsatisfactory char- 
acter, from this neglect of cleanliness, in the dressings and wounds 
themselves, as well as from various other causes, which will be more 
fully considered. I saw several gangrenous wounds filled with mag- 
gots. I have frequently seen neglected wounds amongst the Confed- 
erate soldiers similarly affected, and, as far as my experience extends, 
these worms destroy only the dead tissues and do not injure specially 
the well parts. - I have even heard surgeons affirm that a gangrenous 
wound which had been thoroughly cleansed by maggots healed more 
rapidly than if it had been left to itself. This want of cleanliness on 
the part of the. nurses appeared to be the result of carelessness and 
inattention rather than of malignant design and the whole trouble can 
be traced to the want of the proper police and sanitary regulations and 
to the absence of intelligent organization and division of labor. The 
abuses were in a large measure due to the almost total absence of 
system, government, and rigid but wholesome sanitary regulations. 

In extenuation of these abuses it was alleged by the medical officers 
that the Confederate troops were barely sufficient to guard the prisoners, 
and that it was impossible to obtain any number of experienced nurses 
from the Confederate forces. In fact the guard appeared to be too small 
even for the regulation of the internal hygiene and police of the hospital. 

The manner of disposing of the dead was also calculated to depress 
the already desponding spirits of these men, many of whom had been 
confined for months, and even for near two years, in Richmond and other 
places, and whose strength had been wasted by bad air, bad food, and 
neglect of personal cleanliness. The dead-house is merely a frame cov- 
ered with old tent cloths and a few bushes, situated in the southwestern 
corner of the hospital grounds. When a patient dies he is simply laid 
in the narrow street in front of his tent until he is removed by Federal 
negroes detailed to carry off the dead. If a patient dies during the 
night he lies there until the morning, and during the day even the dead 
were frequently allowed to remain for hours in these walks. In the 
dead-house the corpses lie upon the bare ground, and were in most cases 
covered with filth and vermin. 

At short intervals in the lanes between the tents wooden boxes are 
arranged for the reception of the excrements of those patients who are 
unable to walk to the sinks along the banks of the stream. Asa gen- 
eral rule these are not emptied until they are filled with excrements. 
At all times the emaciated men, worn down to skeletons by diarrhea and 
dysentery, are seen evacuating their bowels into these filthy receptacles, 
which from their wooden structure can never be kept properly cleansed. 
Notwithstanding these objectionable arrangements, the surgeons, from 
the limited resources of the purveying department of the Confederate 
States, appear to be unable to devise any better mode of collecting and 
removing the excrements of the sick. Metallic or earthenware vessels 
would be far preferable, but it is said that they cannot be obtained at 
the present time. Time and again I saw patients who apparently had 
ample strength to walk to the sinks evacuate their bowels within the 
tent doors. The whole soil appeared to be saturated with urine and 
filth of all kinds and emitted a most disgusting odor. 

The cooking arrangements are of the most defective character. Four 
large iron pots, similar to those used for boiling sugar cane, appeared to 
be the only cooking utensils furnished by the hospital for the cooking of 
near 2,000 men, and the patients were dependent in great measure upon 
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their own miserable utensils. They were allowed to cook in the tent 
doors and in the lanes, and this was another source of filth and another 
favorable condition for the generation and multiplication of flies and 
other vermin. 

The air of the tents was foul and disagreeable in the extreme, and im 
fact the entire grounds emitted a most nauseous and disgusting smell. 

I entered nearly all the tents and carefully examined the cases of 
interest, and especially the causes of gangrene, upon numerous occa- 
sions during the prosecution of my pathological inquiries at Andersen- 
ville, and therefore enjoyed every opportunity to judge correctly of the 
hygiene and police of the hospital. 

There appeared to be almost absolute indifference and neglect on the 
part of the patients of personal cleanliness; their persons and clothing 
in most instances, and especially of those suffering with gangrene and 
scorbutic ulcers, were filthy in the extreme and covered with vermin. 
It was too often the case that patients were received from the stockade 
in a most deplorable condition. I have seen men brought in from the 
stockade in a dying condition, begrimed from head to foot with their 
own excrements, and so black from smoke and filth that they resembled 
negroes rather than white men. That this description of the stockade 
and hospital has not been overdrawn will appear from the reports of 
the surgeons in charge appended to this report. I have drawn up for 
the consideration of the Surgeon-General and the use of the Medical 
Department of the Confederate States the following tables, presenting 
a consolidated view of the diseases of the Federal prisoners confined at 
Andersonville, and also of the Confederate forces acting as a guard 
around the stockade and hospital: 


Report of sick and wounded Federal prisoners at Camp Sumter, Andersonville, Ga., from 
Ist of March to 31st of August, 1864. 


(Consolidated from the records on file in office of post surgeon.) 
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Report of sick and wounded Federal prisoners at Camp Sumter, 
Ist of March to 31st of August, 1864—Conti 
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Report of sick and wounded Federal prisoners at Camp Sumter, Andersonville, Ga., from 
1st of March to 31st of August, 1864—Continued. 
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Report of sick and wounded Federal prisoners at Camp 


Ist of March to 31st of August, 1864—Continued. 
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PIONS ww decvewebers a cdwesece persia 
Tritis syphiliticum 
Syphilis primiteva......-.......--- 
Syphilis consecutiva-....--.....-.-. 
All other diseases of this class 
Anasarca 
Ascites 
Hydrocele 
Hy dropericardium- 
OU OCR OLAX nc 5 cniwsintdede ocestceb a 
1 other diseases of this class 
Lumbago : 
Rheumatismus acutus 
Rheumatismus chronicus 
All other diseases of this class 
A HBOGEBUS ff — soba ccpansetccsaccctec|2e oes oe 


Phagedena zangrenosa 
ON CTT pee a ie ee ee ae Sey woe 


August. 


missiuns, 


Original ad- | Readmis- 
sions. 
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Report of sick and wounded Federal prisoners at Camp Sumter, Andersonville, Ga., from 
1st of March to 31st of August, 1864—Continued. 


Disease. 


July. August. 
Original ad- | Readmis-| Original ad- | Readmis- 
missions. sions. missions. sions. 

a a a a 
Q 4a Q a aq a aq 
£73/2)3} 213 12/3 
iS) A Oo | A iS) A Oo} A 


Allother diseases of this class 
Contusia.....------ 


Vulnus puncturi..- 
Vulnus sclopeticum 
Vulnus punctura sclopeticum 
All other diseases of this class 
Amaurosis...-.--.- 


Hemeralopia- --. 
Tritis (262.056 
Ophthalmia 


All other diseases of this class 


Otitis 
Otorrhea 
Surditas 
Debilitas 
Diphtheria... -.... 
Hemorrhois ..-. 
Morbi cutis 
Odontalgia. ...-- 
Prolapsus ani. 
Anemia 
Scrubies 
Scorbutus 
Struma 
pores ae 

sphyxia. -- 
fy hanging s 
Toxicum...... 
Tumores 
Vermes 


1,742 


230 | 42, 686 


Total. 


Cases. 
Deaths. 


GENERAL SUMMARY. 


bo b , 
Remaining at | B ss Mean Ratio 
last report. | 8 Cer Remaining. strength. 3 Des 
i] Ae 1,000 
ue o lets 3 
Date. ; oa] g sg ; § 
oe ae/ & |38 g 8 Sp : 
co BLSRA hae de oe ee ick -4 prea ot ee a 
( a 2 A ; q a a a aq 
aleelalé | & e°)a/aleele aaa la lalel 
aio | a4 |e i A}|aA\O |e ]R H|A/ASOIA 
1864, 
Marc hveesmete|q<icleleans|seces Ly OBO erste crac 353] 283] 500} 136] 636] 7,500] 7,500] 1,530] 283] 204] 37 
April® e052 500) 136} 636/2, 425] 3,061) 1,463) 576] 468] 5541, 022/10, 000/10, 000] 3,061| 576] 306| 57 
Mav. tadsc- 468] 554/1, 022/8, 583] 9, 605] 6, 276] 708/1, 150|1, 471/2, 621|15, 000/15, 000] 9,605] 708] 640| 47 
June......../1, 150/1, 471)2, 621/7, 969] 10, 590) 5, 311/1,201|.....|..... 4, 078/22, 291/22, 291/10, 590)1, 201] 475) 53 
Remaining at ee 2 b nat 
last report. | 14 § = =| Remaining. 
O39; | wo. 
Dat age | a2] g i 
ate. 8 a2 8 ro 3 
, |See) E° | # |g 3 
3 a a) 3 : s 2 
4 | 2 |sba) 8 Be) Bh SCL ek guleton 
B & |e a S fs A a B & 
Fat 1864. 
IY cece taeereee 4,078 | 4,078 | 10,624 210 | 14,912 | 6,548] 1,742] 6,386 26 | 6,412 
August........-.. 6,386 | 6,412] 10,915| 431 | 17,758 | 9,443] 2992] 4'836 56 | 4,892 
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Report of sick and wounded Federal prisoners at Camp Sumter, Andersonville, Ga., from 


Ist of March to 31st of August, 1864—Continued. 
GENERAL SUMMARY —Continued. 


Mean strength. Enlisted men. Average number in sick 
report. 
‘Date. g Sick. Wounded. : : 
e g g 
3 a a = E 
3 a 
a) ae bbe ye pete pg 
i} ) 
cs a A Ss) a is 4 a 
1864. 
PO a we 29, 030 29, 030 10,588 | 1,732 36 10 | 1,237 4,574 6,311 
Awgust ........... 32, 899 gD (EE apes ae: (ee alt aap |e ee 1, 934 3, 933 8 


Report of the sick and wounded amongst the Confederate troops performing guard duty 
at Camp Sumter, Andersonville, Ga., for the months of July and August, 1864. 


(Consolidated from the original reports on file in the office of the post surgeon. Records incomplete, 


extending only to the months of July and August.) 


Field reports. 


Disease. 


Cases. 


Pebris conmbinuy simplex: 22-22 ..5-. 2-2. oececcses5255c050 52% 
Febris continua communis -----.-- 
Febris intermittens quotidiana - - 
Febris intermittens tertiana -....- 
Febris intermittens quartana - -- 
Febris remittens.......---.----- 
Febris remittens biliosa .....-.---- 
Febris intermittens typhoides --- 
Ly Us See ere os Saat 
Erysipelas, idiopathic. 
Bubeolas: 220442 32> += 
Cholera morbus. -.--- 
Cholera, sporadic -.. 
Colieas==sip cose 32 
Constipatio .....---. 
Diarrhea acuta..-...-- 
Diarrhea chronica --.. 
Dysenteria acuta. ..-.--- 

Dysenteria chronica .....-----------------++ 
Dye pepain eateacsectoesese este seen ono. ste 
Hepatitis acuta. 2225-2-212225-2-7--s-- e002 ees 
Hiepabitis CHTOMICR =< cao. tec cree ae cena oe ew aie avn nciesne ce 
BG eee ie ay Ae ee OR Sees gris oes 
Taree tae Sete a as a on aa oni saree bos ance nr ewan cp noses 
Stomatitis mercurialis 


Catarrhus.....c2bsls oe 2-2-2 e wenn neces coe n ese cencaenscecesenne 
Catarrhus simplex..-.----.----------------+-----------++----- 
Hemoptysis .-.------------------ 220-22 eee e ee nn teen e ee eee 
Laryngitis....-...----------------- +222 22-2222 e eee eee cee 
Bithisis-c-..2--<5 pee e ne cee cece eee ee cence teeeeeneeeeeereeees 
Phthisis pulmonalis ----- placa idwur esos sieveteae dIssssa 


Sumter Hospital. 
: A 
3 ee) 
3 
8 | 4 
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Report of the sick and wounded amongst the Confederate troops performing guard duty at 
Camp Sumter, Andersonville, Ga., for the months of July and August, 1864—Contd. 


Field reports. Sumter Hospital. 


Disease. 


Cases 
Deaths 
Cases. 
Deaths 


Trritatio Gpinglesy. 2.52 ses sci a ccfeisoce ews sisc cathe sioeeisinic ae 
Neuralgia... .5--2,2---a2-- 
Paralysis n..ccecdos- 40 
Gonorrhes,.;.. .s2.-<-4---.50-- 
Gonorrhea simplex ......-.. 
Gonorrhea virulenta........ 
Nephritis .........-.--.----- 
Nephritis albuminosa......- 
Orobitisst S52. .5..d202.2e0 
Viaricocele: 2... sceccs\esss 
Syphilis primiteva............ 
POMALOCOIO ao. sscacaceeuesnes 
Hydrothorax™. /o.. oo oe. ee ene 
Hematemesis.......-.-..-.-..-- 
Histulainiano:. 0... 22sec esos 
ADASOLOD 55% eSsicasied-- -eersawese 
ASOUOS'2. co .cssedccessees aut 
Lumbago ..-......--- 
Rheumatism us: aeutus eceirirewweriecdewscnousclowwewaconscweieta’s 2 


Rheumatismus chronicus'.-\..-\- -..ccasscgacssccece cheescnwee 24 
AIDSCOSSUB <cccee ces lnscce ee tate coment at ce aace sae nweeee sees 8 
APACESSUS ACHUUS WS Ans cam ceesicos sue atentew seas ce eeoobeecice 6 
arOnyehtgirn.\-ciccte= fore sci set lscwide semciea -eacteclaweesacat coe 1 
Bhlogmonersccctecoscess sete sceeomeeewancae ree tataaeeecerdes 10 
CUBE (a .ocn a vinie elev’ sis'= clo\olaialdieleie e's vias Mam dnmeccbac ec sae wieceieied 2 
All other diseases of this class.............2.2..22.2--000--0- 1 
COCO Ut ORB Gus CnICR RES pO OCUCEOCED Spo SciC heey ocmapmaoeoc meena 6 
Hractuta sim plex ..os2-c-cs- occas co caceac ates ooesaeneet aa eee en eee 
Copliattal gins aorreenem enncaleisnt-= > ae sess ae eae gen eee eeeeeeeeeee 16 
Manitigsase = tannceleteaes aces sasct toca cos ates eee ee tenn 1 


Hypertrophia cordis's. </ices\s.- oseh es eco se ac cncceweces cane ee 1 
Dishetes MCMCUG= teens ee ons's Qi e-scse descssiincedee ceeiees| aaestestees 
Otel gine mcaiinninien exon eeles's'scaee vances sath sssste sae seeeee 


Merniainguinaligajernscessssees ets ccase seat eee eee ee 
Mulnusineisi its =. ces, sces acne ehcse cate treme eee rere 
Mulnusspunetura 22 scence ch Sa seen eee een ene eee 
Vulnusipuacturasclopetious: <2 as «ccna ceteanecuescdnce ack oeet eee 

All other diseases of this class.............. 1 

Ophthalmiae ons <ncecc eens cee eee se i a 

Webilitas. coacsaddncatcsrechscieo tie csceceteerotecs ttre 60 
Bepistaxis)-h en cancncanelemnecsioee see... sso seeeen sees ee neee ee 5 |. 
HismMoOrrhoigie. =. csc ssc etar viaeae Mest ccc steer scpapeanieeleeed 40 |. 

83 

3 

1 

2 


Dotal Feces secede anctsie sted Bees eee Maser. aeeeee ace ee 2,127 


Per cent. of deaths amongst cases treated in the field during July and August, 0.28; per cent. of 
deaths amongst cases a a in Sumter Hospital Jul d death\ in. 6 utoaee 
Goats borin 1) y and August, 15.2. One death in 6.5 cases 
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Report of the sick and wounded amongst the Confederate troops performing guard duty at 
amp Sumter, Andersonville, Ga., for the months of July and August, 7864--Contd 


GENERAL SUMMARY. 


path iatet se tRRLAIAE | Vek eee SUMMARY 51) (hb. 179) deaths wero 
a0 o , 
Remaining 4 'S pe , Mean Ratio 
last report.|5_; a Remaining. 3 per 
Oe LE a z 3 strength. 3 1000. 
SIE. 3 
Date. ; 38 sg as Si aig £ 
a | eal S asi] eo) & @ cS 
33 as 2 | . = = 3 S43 g 2g S| 4 a 
- ala > rd & o|a 4 s = =| 4 ala ‘ 
Sles/e ie) Ble S/S /e/sla ese |e a] 2 el sl ely 
2S |ee |<4j@ |R/S/AlAlaS (Ai6 48} a lelalsjs 


a First Regiment Georgia Reserves. e Fifty-fifth Georgia Detachment. 
b Second Regiment Georgia Reserves. J Florida Light Artillery. 
e Third Regiment Georgia Reserves. g Sumter Hospital. 


d Fourth Regiment Georgia Reserves. 


We will examine first the consolidated report of the sick and wounded 
Federal prisoners: During six months from the 1st of March to the 
31st of August, 42,686 cases of diseases and wounds were reported. No 
classified record of the sick in the stockade was kept after the estab- 
lishment of the hospital without the prison. This fact, in conjunction 
with those already presented relating to the insufficiency of medical 
officers, and the extreme illness and even death of many prisoners in 
the tents in the stockade, without any medical attention or record 
beyond the bare number of the dead, demonstrate that these figures, 
large as they appear to be, are far below the truth. As the number of 
prisoners varied greatly at different periods, the relations between those 
reported sick and well, as far as these statistics extend, can best be 
determined by a comparison of the statistics for each month. 

The following table presents the mean strength, the total diseases and 
deaths, and the total cases and deaths of the most fatal diseases: 

Table illustrating the mean strength, total cases of disease and death, and the relations of 
the cases and deaths of the most futal diseases amongst the Federal prisoners confined 
at Andersonville, Ga. 


(Consolidated from the original reports on file in the office of the surgeon in charge of the post of 
Andersonville, by Joseph Jones, surgeon, Provisional Army, C. 8.) 


Sg) Be | 8e @ |g32,/23a | 383 

€2 | 328. | 4° & | see) a") | oe 
Be oh Seg [88 cobidige |BSe ad hai be gies 
Date. Ed co CR ae it) S as eel fe) aq 
fe | azo] =o | ab lege | dt. | iat 
S| ape om | mS | 8@@E /tgss| B3q 
Bog goo 20 o— Soas] o8oa| Hee 
ane SES ann $a B2o0 | SHES | ova 

a i Ay o) AY 

283 18, 42 26.4 3.77 
576 23. 7 17.3 5. 76 
708 8.2 21.18 4.72 
1, 201 15.0 18.5 5.38 
1, 952 18.1 14,8 6. 64 
2, 992 26.3 10.9 9. 09 
Total... 2-.cececscecccee|ssnccerees 42, 686 |.......--- Mg the N\eulew sieaa)se|necwn ess ec} cacecesaee 
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Table illustrating the mean strength, total cases of disease and death, etc.—Continued. 


? Intermittent | Intermittent | Intermittent 
Typhoid ihc ks fever, fever, fever, 
ONAL 20 Ot quotidiana. | tertiana. quartana. 
Date. 
: Z Z 3 2 
alelale) ela) a lel ea 
[) ®o oS 
3.2) 8\| Seve 66 eihsls see 6 4 4 
1864. e, ¥ 
March ....----ce-ecccceccceees| 67 | 28 | .-- nef enn nnn |e--- eon eloeeene 
PATH eee icine = daa enaensicigssen 56 18 5 \sese=e 10 
Ma yersisiee clon doce ss-mn ss nie 92 17 1 1 481 
SURO. 5 cos aoe c hice os caren see’ 18 32.) case 2 205 
DW Yow etioeemsincs esc-3te's - 39 58 1 2 150 
August. ..cestesoctecerecteawee- 200 32 1 ] 324 29 
Potaliee. 6601 uae. a72| 185| 8| 6| 1,170] 66 
: Bilious 
Remittent A 2 
awe sth Pneumonia. Dropsy. Scurvy. 
ver. 
Date. 
< 3 i 2 : 3 , 3 : 3 
Fee ee Bat @ Ale at fond abd oS manne 
EI © a ® a ® a ® a ® 
iS) A 12) =) 12) A 1S) A 2) A 
1864 
IMQ@rehi scinics << <2,5 5c cones annnesic, 37 Ta arsae's | omretoatel 102 65 28 2 i al Beer 
Jj Se) EERE We sane se oe 10 ol demda claus 108 58 32 6 | SOP Saas < 
RY tenn acto ereceisio'snek sels slenaiel~ 181 ( cligaeess Sees 103 28 233 50 1, 221 14 
SUNG hea. ee eae era eG ssee. ae 240 IS ieeeee eee 21 41 248 71 | 2,097 68 
RRL Gateiae aiiais Sels'oi> asia arine nee aleiy ncn Alaeeinme 160 15 28 27 304 66 | 3,092 195 
AUgURt 2.20. se cee cree ec cece en |e cee nee |en eens 190 12] 116 15 665 120 | 3,026 722 
i tf) 5 CAR allan apenas 468 28 | 350 27| 478) 234] 1,510 315 | 9, 501 999 
Acute Chronic Acute Chronic Morbi 
diarrhea. diarrhea. dysentery.| dysentery. varii. 
Date. 
a a a a a 
Q aq a a a aq a aq 5 aq 
$. | odtol: Sedsalibl est sock Sabie Bedeisodess 
3 ® E} ® a ® a ® a ® 
1S) A 5 A 12) A iS) =) 13) a 
i 
1864. f 
Marchis.ccrde ea-b cries de ges - 386 51 95 26 | 143 29 42 TDG a. 17 
SPY cress nacho at acl <isan a 916 220 | 235 115 183 49 51 27 100) | atto= 
Mayscaee ce tctetss stasis state ctela'e 1, 729 251 | 608 171 870 93 407 8 6 3 
DONO s ce oes ences ccee eee cea 1, 966 330 | 510 447 | 540 98 271 5 9 8 
Daly esd ow tees een oweeeees oe 2, 796 517 | 349 330 | 999] 215 180 27 | 208 381 
Angustzciieaacwls «isecsmces = 1, 982 792 | 520 280 | 859 | 364 187 72 | 156 156 
——— |__| |_| —_ 
Total <casscwewewessedies 9,775 | 2,161 |2,317 1, 369 3,544 | 848 1, 138 151 | 474 565 


During this period of six months no less than 565 deaths are recorded 
under the head of morbi varii. In other words, these men died with- 
out having received sufficient medical attention for the determination 
of even the name of the disease causing death. 

During the month of August fifty-three cases and fifty-three deaths 
are recorded as due to marasmus. Surely this large number of deaths 
must have been due to some other morbid state than slow wasting. If 
they were due to improper and insufficient food, they should have been 
classed accordingly, and if to diarrhea or dysentery or scurvy, their 
classification should in like manner have been explicit. 

We observe a progressive increase of the ratio of mortality from 3.77 
per cent. in March to 9.09 per cent. of mean strength, sick and well, in 
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August. The ratio of mortality continued to increase during Septem- 
ber, for, notwithstanding the removal of one-half the entire number 
of prisoners during the early portion of this month, 1,767 deaths were 
registered from September 1 to 21, and the largest number of deaths 
upon any one day occurred during this month, on the 16th, viz, 119. 

The entire number of Federal prisoners confined at Andersonville 
was about 40,611, and during the period of near seven months, from 
February 24 to September 21, 9,479 deaths were recorded; that is, dur- 
ing this period near one-fourth, or, more exactly, one in 4.2, or 23.3 
per cent., terminated fatally. This increase of mortality was due in 
great measure to the accumulation of the sources of disease, as the 
increase of excrements and filth of all kinds and the concentration of 
noxious effluvia, and also to the progressive effects of salt diet, crowd- 
ing, and the hot climate. Surrounded by these depressing agencies, 
the postponement of the general exchange of prisoners, and the con- 
stant diminution of all hopes of deliverance through the action of their 
own Government weighed down in the dust the already desponding 
spirits and destroyed the moral energies so necessary to the success- 
ful strife against the elements and the ravages of disease. Homesick- 
ness and the disappointment of daily longings for release appeared to 
be as potent agencies in the destruction of the Federal prisoners as the 
physical causes of actual disease. 

Maiarial fever.—During this period of six months, from the 1st of 
March to the 1st of September, the deaths from malarial fever 
amounted to only 113, whilst the cases numbered 2,958. 

Continued fevers.—No cases of typhus fever were reported, whilst 
472 cases and 185 deaths of typhoid fever are recorded. In the latter 
disease the percentage of deaths was 39.1, or one death in 2.55 cases. 

In the Confederate forces guarding the Federal prisoners during the 
months of July and August, with a mean strength of 3,755 officers and 
men, 102 cases of typhoid fever with 38 deaths were recorded. The 
ratio of deaths to cases of typhoid fever was very nearly as great 
amongst the Confederate troops as amongst the Federal prisoners, 
being 1 death in 2.68 cases, or 37.2 per cent. of deaths. The ratio of 
cases of typhoid fever to the mean strength amongst the Confederate 
forces was, however, nearly three times as great as amongst the Federal 
prisoners, being in the former in the ratio of 1 case of typhoid fever 
in 36.8 men, or 2.71 per cent. of the entire command, and in the 
latter 1 case of typhoid fever in 86 Federal prisoners, or 1.16 per 
cent. of the mean strength. The greater prevalence of typhoid fever 
amongst the Confederate troops is still further shown by the fact that 
these statistics relate to only two months, whilst those of the Federal 
prisoners embrace a period of six months. This difference appears to 
be due in a measure to the fact that the Confederate forces were com- 
posed of reserves between the ages of sixteen and eighteen and forty- 
five and fifty-five years, and had been but recently collected together 
for service. They were raw troops who had not as yet passed through 
the diseases of camp. On the other hand, the Federal prisoners had 
passed through most of the diseases incident to raw troops, as measles 
and typhoid fever. The deaths from typhoid fever amongst the Con- 
federate troops were said to have been even greater during the months 
preceding July. These records were not on file in the office of the 
surgeon of the post, and I was unable to verify the statement of the 
great mortality amongst the Confederate guard during the earlier 
months. I was also informed that the mortality was far greater when 
the Confederate soldiers were camped immediately around the stockade. 
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They are said to have died at this time almost as rapidly as the Federal 
prisoners. At the present time they occupy the hills at some distance 
from the stockade. ; 

It is also worthy of note that the various forms of malarial fever 
prevailed more extensively amongst the Confederate forces than 
amongst the Federal prisoners, for during the period of only two 
months, July and August, 581 cases were reported, or 15.4 per cent. of 
the mean strength of the Confederate troops, whilst only 7.2 per cent. 
of the mean strength of the Federal prisoners was affected by malarial 
fever during a period of six months. The Federal prisoners were 
incarcerated in a hot and even, to a certain extent, malarious climate. 
They were, to a great extent, unaccustomed to either the extreme heat 
or the malaria of the swamps. The Confederate forces, on the other 
hand, were natives of the soil and had been subjected to these influ- 
ences from birth. It would have been but reasonable to suppose that 
the former would have suffered more severely from malarial fever than 
the latter. We can only account for the comparative immunity of the 
Federal prisoners on the supposition that the artificial atmosphere 
created by the immense accumulations of filth and human excrements 
within and around the stockade and hospital counteracted or destroyed 
in some unknown manner the malarial poison. 

The emanations of the stockade and Federal prison hospital appeared 
to affect even the Confederate troops, and especially when, as in the 
first two or three months after the establishment of the prison, they 
were encamped immediately around the walls. I was informed by the 
Confederate surgeons that when the Confederate troops were encamped 
within a short distance of the Federal prisoners the mortality was far 
greater than during the months of July and August, after their removal 
to the adjoining hills from half to three-quarters of a mile off. I had 
selected a commanding eminence on the same hill immediately over- 
looking the stockade upon which to pitch my tent during the prosecu- 
tion of my labors in the prison and hospital, but was induced to move 
my quarters across the railroad to a shady hill upon the advice of one 
of the surgeons, who informed me that the Confederate regiment 
encamped upon the spot originally selected had suffered heavily with 
a fatal form of continued fever, and had been compelled to remove to 
an adjoining hill. 

Heavy mortality amongst the Confederate troops.—During the months 
of July and August 2,494 cases of disease were recorded amongst the 
Confederate troops; that is, 66.4 per cent. of the entire command was 
entered upon the sick-list during this short period, and the loss by 
death, although far less than amongst the Federal prisoners, still 
amounted to 2.3 per cent. If the same mortality continued throughout 
the entire year the command would lose by death alone 13.2 per cent. 
of the mean strength. Such mortality would insure the complete 
obliteration of a command by disease alone in the short period of about 
seven years and seven months. 

Diarrhea and dysentery.—During the six months 12,090 cases and 
3,530 deaths of acute and chronic diarrhea, and 4,682 cases and 999 
deaths of acute and chronic dysentery were recorded. The cases of 
diarrhea and dysentery together numbered 16,772, or nearly one-half 
the total of sick and wounded. The deaths caused by these two dis- 
eases are recorded at 4,529, or in other words, these diseases caused 
more than one-half, or more exactly, 58.7 per cent. of all the deaths. 
These figures are below the truth. As far as my personal examina. 
tions extended, almost every prisoner was affected more or less with 
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diarrhea or dysentery. The former disease was the most prevalent. 
These diseases of the bowels appeared to be due in great measure to 
the long continued use of salt meat, and of coarse, unbolted corn bread, 
and improperly cooked food, and to the foul emanations from the all- 
abounding filth and excrements. 

According to the official regulations, the rations issued to Federal 
prisoners were the same as those furnished to Confederate soldiers, 
viz, beef, one pound, or bacon, one-third of a pound; corn-meal, one 
pound and a fourth, with an occasional issue of bread (wheat), rice, 
molasses, and peas. 

If the Federal prisoners did not receive the rations to which they 
were entitled by the act of the Confederate Government, the deficien- 
cies and irregularities were due either to the impossibility of securing 
regular supplies of provisions in the impoverished condition of the 
Confederacy, with the imperfect lines of communication, dilapidated 
but crowded railroad transportation, and with a currency depreciated 
to an almost nominal value, or to frauds committed by the officers in 
immediate charge of the subsistence department of the prisoners, and 
‘by the Federal prisoners themselves detailed to distribute rations 
within the stockade and hospital. Irregularities in the supply of pro- 
visions to the main armies of the Confederacy are daily occurring. 
The men are often upon one-quarter rations, and upon some occasions 
have subsisted during severe marches and constant fighting upon little 
else than parched corn. The stealing of rations by those detailed to 
distribute them in the prison and hospital is a subject of continual com- 
plaint on the part of the prisoners themselves. The corn bread baked 
and issued to the Federal prisoners consisted of unbolted corn-meal, 
and these men, who have been accustomed chiefly to wheat bread, 
could not abide this kind of food. I saw large piles of corn bread, both 
in the stockade and hospital grounds, which had been thrown away 
by the prisoners. The husk of the corn was thought to exert an irri- 
tant effect upon the intestinal canal. Amidst the immense mass of 
human excrement, in both the hospital and stockade, I did not see a 
single molded stool. 

The foul exhalations from the innumerable small sinks and deposits 
of excrements at the very tent doors, as well as from the more extensive 
deposits in and around the streams, must also without doubt have 
caused derangement of the intestinal canal, as well as of the general 
system. 

vThe effects of the diarrhea in reducing the muscular forces appeared 
to be very gradual. Patients whose flesh was emaciated: to such a 
degree that they resembled living skeletons would still be moving 
about and preparing their food. In some cases when the discharges 
from the bowels were checked by a change of diet and by opiates, 
dropsical effusions took place in the abdomen and lower extremities. 
The treatment instituted had no beneficial effect whatever, because the 
necessary diet was not furnished the sick. It was in vain to look tor 
recovery from chronic diarrhea or dysentery when the patient was con- 
fined to corn bread, bacon, and beef. The most efficient treatment of 
these cases would have been with good, fresh milk (combined when 
necessary with lime water), beef and chicken tea, boiled milk and rice, 
and alcoholic stimulants. Opium was used in immense quantities in 
the hospital practice, but with only temporary benefit. It allayed pain, 
but it did not reach the seat of the evil. I expressed my opinion In no 
equivocal terms to the medical officers that treatment was useless 
without a change of diet and a complete alteration of the police and 


618 PRISONERS OF WAR AND STATE, ETC. 


sanitary regulations, and urged the necessity of procuring for the use 
of the sick a number of cows, so that a certain and abundant supply of 
fresh milk might at all times be accessible to the sick. 3 

The results of my post-mortem examinations showed that in many 
of the cases of diarrhea and dysentery of long standing no treatment 
whatever would have availed, so thoroughly was the mucous membrane 
of the intestinal canal diseased. In those cases of diarrhea and dys- 
entery which I examined after death the congestion of the mucous mem- 
brane was intense, and was often accompanied with ulceration and 
mortification. The mortification in many of these cases appeared to be 
similar in its nature and to be due to the same causes as that form of 
mortification known as hospital gangrene. 

Scurvy.—From the 1st of March to the Ist of September 9,501 cases 
and 999 deaths were recorded under the head of scorbutus. We also 
observe during the same period the record of 1,510 cases of anasarca 
and 315 deaths; also 46 cases of ascites and 4 deaths. It is probable 
that these cases of anasarca and ascites were caused by the scorbutic 
condition of the blood, as well as by the deranged condition of the 
alimentary canal. The large number of deaths set down under the 
head of morbi varii and marasmus were in like manner due chiefly to 
diarrhea, dysentery, scurvy, and their various effects. 

Notwithstanding that these figures represent nearly one-fourth of 
the Federal prisoners as suffering with scurvy, the statement is below 
the truth. During the period of my investigations a much larger pro- 
portion than one-fourth of the prisoners were suffering with scurvy, and 
it appeared that almost every one of the older prisoners was more or less 
scorbutic. 

We have before alluded to the various symptoms manifested by this 
disease, as the enlargement of the parotid glands, the livid, swollen, 
spongy, fungoid gums, loose teeth, the dark purple blotches upon the 
skin, the hard rough feeling of the lower extremities, and the foul spread- 
ing scorbutic ulcers. The swelling of the parotid glands in these cases 
of scurvy was generally a fatal symptom, and in most cases preceded 
death by only a few days. In this foul atmosphere the scorbutic ulcers, 
however excited, soon took on the appearance and action of hospital 
gangrene. 

The scurvy was not confined to the prisoners. I saw a well-marked 
case of scurvy in a full surgeon in charge of one of the wards of the 
hospital. This fact, taken in conjunction with one already stated, that 
this disease is at the present time prevailing extensively in the Army 
of Tennessee, indicates in a strong light the difficulties with which the 
medical staff had to contend in attempting to combat this disease. 

Hospital gangrene.—In the depraved and depressed condition of the 
systems of these prisoners, in the foul atmosphere of the stockade and 
hospital, reeking with noxious exhalations, the smallest injury, as a 
splinter running into a hand or foot, the blistering of the arms or hands 
in the hot sun, or even the abrasions of the skin in scratching a mos- 
quito bite, were often followed by the most extensive and alarming 
gangrenous ulceration. In these spreading ulcers of the foot the Fed- 
eral prisoners almost invariably referred the origin of the gangrene to 
the filthy mud mixed with human excrements upon the borders of the 
Stream flowing through the stockade. Numerous amputations have 
been performed in the hospital for gangrene supervening upon slight 
injuries, as the prick of a splinter, a scratch, or upon scorbutic ulcers. 

I endeavored to collect a record of all the cases of amputation for 
hospital gangrene, with the progress and results, but was unable to 
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accomplish this desirable result with any degree of accuracy from the 
almost total absence of records and from the imperfect organization of 
the hospital. Hospital gangrene was not recognized amon gst the list 
of diseases recorded upon the Confederate sick reports until near the 
middle of 1864, and hence this disease does not appear in the sick 
reports of the Federal prisoners at Andersonville prior to J uly, 1864. 
During the month of August fifty-four cases and thirteen deaths of 
phagedena gangrenosa are reported, whilst during the entire six 
months 230 cases of ulcers are recorded. 

I requested the medical officers on duty in the C. 8. military prison 
hospital to prepare a carefully classified report upon the number and 
character of the cases of gangrene arising from ulcerations and follow- 
ing gunshot wounds and amputations, together with a statement of 
the causes of the disease, the condition of the patient, the nature of the 
treatment, and the results of operations. The records of the individual 
wards and divisions were so incomplete that the report was imperfect 
in every respect, and from many of the wards it was impossible to 
obtain any statistics whatever. I examined in person the wards and 
patients, and by this means also determined the inaccuracy of the 
record. Upon this incomplete report 266 cases of hospital gangrene 
were recorded, with 67 amputations in consequence of the disease and 
25 deaths; 120 cases are supervening upon gunshot wounds, and the 
remainder were reported as gangrenous ulcers arising from the scor- 
butic and deranged condition of the general system. Twelve cases of 
gangrenous ulcers are recorded as following vaccination. 

These figures are far below the truth. Many cases of ‘gangrenous 
ulcerations which arose in the hospital were originally entered upon 
the hospital register under the head of scurvy, diarrhea, dysentery, or 
some other disease. The plan of entering the diseases upon the hospi- 
tal register, which supervened upon the original affection, under a dis- 
tinct head of “‘Readmitted during the month,” was not inaugurated 
until the month of July, 1864; and, in fact, it was not properly carried 
into execution until the month of August. The number of deaths 
due to hospital gangrene, given above, is below the true statement, 
for in the reports of a number of the wards the final result was not 
given. After careful inquiry I was convinced that the number of am- 
putations for hospital gangrene had exceeded 100. 

Hospital gangrene returned almost invariably after amputation in 
this infected atmosphere, and in some cases the disease reappeared in 
the stump within thirty-six hours after the operation. The day before 
J arrived at Andersonville the cars had run off the track and been 
crushed against the side of the cut through a hill about three miles 
from the prison. The cars were loaded with Federal prisoners who 
were en route for Millen. The accident happened within less than two 
hours after the prisoners had left the stockade. A number of the pris- 
oners were killed and wounded. I observed the wounded who were 
brought to the C. S. military prison and noted the first appearance of 
the gangrene. Git} 

In a case of amputation in the middle of the thigh for a compound 
comminuted fracture of the foot and leg received at this time, the lips 
of the wcund did not unite, and although the patient was a stout Irish- 
man in apparent good health, in the course of twenty-four hours a deep 
blue line appeared along the edges of the wound, and the skin around the 
lips of the wound presented an excoriated, blistered appearance. The 
sutures came away, the edges of the wound gaped open, the flaps of 
the stump assumed a grayish, greenish, and bluish appearance, and in 
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a few days the bones of the legs were denuded and projected nearly 
one inch from the gangrenous mass. In a second case of railroad 
accident, in which the cap of the knee was simply cut longitudinally to 
no great depth—the wound appeared to penetrate simply through the 
skin—gangrene appeared in the wound in the course of fifty hours and 
progressed rapidly. In another case, amputated in the upper_third of 
the leg for a gangrenous wound following a slight injury of the foot by 
a splinter, gangrene appeared in twenty-four hours after the operation, 
and at the end of forty hours the stump presented a blue, mottled 
appearance up to the kneejoint. In these cases, which became rap- 
idly gangrenous after amputation, no pus was formed and coagulable 
lymph was thrown out to a very limited extent, and the discharges 
assumed a thin, sanious character. 

The exhalations from the hospital and stockade appeared to extend 
their effects to a considerable distance outside of these localities, Thus 
the Confederate soldiers guarding the prison, who did not enter the 
stockade, but who only stood guard in the sentry boxes along the top 
of the stockade, were in several instances attacked with hospital gan- 
grene, as will be seen from the following case, which I examined and 
recorded in the general hospital (Sumter Hospital) for Confederate sol- 
diers, Andersonville, Ga., September 22, 1864: 

Thomas J. Cole, private, Third Regiment Georgia Reserves, Company 
H, age sixteen, arrived at Andersonville on the 20th of July. Was 
ordered to guard prisoners at the stockade. Performed guard duty 
every third day, two hours on and four hours off during the twenty- 
four hours. Before leaving home received a slight scratch on the side 
of the left foot below the ankle. This boy had not been accustomed to 
wear shoes at home, and on the way to Andersonville the shoes bruised 
and inflamed the small injury. This small abrasion did not heal after 
the commencement of his duties as a soldier at Andersonville. It did 
not, however, give him any special trouble or appear inflamed until 
about the 1st of September, three weeks ago, and forty-two days after 
his arrival at this post. Up to this time this young recruit had never 
been inside the stockade, and had never stood guard around or within 
the hospital inclosure. On the 4th of September the patient was com- 
pelled to quit duty, and on the 12th instant (ten days ago) ke was 
transferred to the Confederate general hospital. At this time the gan- 
grenous spot was not larger than a silver half dollar, and presented an 
inflamed areolar in the sound skin, elevated everted edges, and elevated, 
pulpy, ragged, greenish and grayish central mass. Up to the present 
time the grangrene has spread rapidly, and the wound now presents a 
large, fungous, fetid mass, three or four inches in diameter. Hemor- 
rhage continually takes place from numerous small eroded blood vessels. 
Several smaller gangrenous spots are visible upon the leg. The ankle 
joint is exposed. The constitutional symptoms are well marked in this 
case. Last night when I examined him he had a hot fever with rapid 
pulse, pale, anzemic, sallow complexion. This morning he has less heat 
of surface and the pulse is less frequent, but still there is a feverish 
excitement, and he is very nervous and weak; cries like a child when 
his wound is touched even in the gentlest manner. Bowels loose. 

In this Confederate hospital I also observed a case of amputation at 
the lower third of the thigh, the history of which was similar to that of 
the case just given. This soldier had suffered for several years with 
a small indolent ulcer of the foot. After coming to Andersonville and 
performing guard duty for several weeks this ulcer became gangrenous, 
and the parts were so rapidly and extensively disorganized and the 
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bones denuded of muscles that amputation was deemed necessary. At 
the time that I examined this case he was isolated in atent. After the 
amputation gangrene reappeared in the stump, but the use of nitric 
acid and the constitutional treatment with quinine and tincture and 
muriate of iron arrested the progress of the disease and the stump is 
now suppurating. The pus, however, is thin, unhealthy, and offensive, 
and the constitutional symptoms are unfavorable—weak, feeble, rapid 
pulse, hectic flush on cheek, sallow, unhealthy, leaden hue of complex- 
ion, loose bowels, no appetite, depressed spirits. 

Various inquiries were addressed to the medical officers relating to 
the most important diseases, and especially to hospital gangrene pre- 
vailing amongst the Federal prisoners. I received but one communica- 
tion to my written inquiries. The Surgeon-General will find this in the 
appendix containing documents connected with my observations upon 
the diseases of the Federal prisoners confined in Camp Sumter, 
Andersonville, attached to this portion of my labors.* 

__I also instituted a series of post-mortem examinations, designed to 
illustrate and determine the true causes of the great mortality amongst 
the Federal prisoners. 

Tke following conclusions from these and the preceding investiga- 
tions, relating in large measure to the origin and nature of hospital 
gangrene, are respectfully submitted to the consideration of the 
Surgeon-General. 


CONCLUSIONS. 


First. The great mortality amongst the Federal prisoners confined in 
the military prison at Andersonville was not referable to climatic 
causes or to the nature of the soil and waters. 

Second. The chief causes of death were scurvy and its results, and 
bowel affections—chronic and acute diarrhea and dysentery. The 
bowel affections appear to have been due to the diet, the habits of the 
patients, the depressed, dejected state of the nervous system and 
moral and intellectual powers, and to the effluvia arising from the 
decomposing animal and vegetable filth. The effects of salt meat and 
an unvarying diet of corn-meal, with but few vegetables and imper- 
fect supplies of vinegar and sirup, were manifested in the great 
prevalence of scurvy. This disease, without doubt, was also influenced 
to an important extent in its origin and course by the foul animal 
emanations. 

Third. From the sameness of the food and from the action of poisonous 
gases in the densely crowded and filthy stockade and hospital, the 
blood was altered in its constitution even before the manifestation of 
actual disease. In both the well and the sick the red corpuscles were 
diminished, and in all diseases uncomplicated with inflammation the 
fibrinous element was deficient. In cases of ulceration of the mucous 
membrane of the intestinal canal the fibrinous element of the blood was 
increased; whilst in simple diarrhea, uncomplicated with ulceration, 
it was either diminished or else remained stationary. Heart clots were 
very common if not universally present in the cases of ulceration of 
the intestinal mucous membrane, whilst in the uncomplicated cases of 
diarrhea and scurvy the blood was fluid and did not coagulate readily, 
and the heart clots and fibrinous concretions were almost universally 
absent. From the watery condition of the blood there resulted various 
serous effusions into the pericardium, ventricles of the brain, and into 
See erate Me ee i ee ee Se 
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the abdomen. In almost all the cases which I examined after death, 
even in the most emaciated, there was more or less serous effusion into 
the abdominal cavity. In cases of hospital gangrene of the extremities 
and in cases of gangrene of the intestines, heart clots and firm coagula 
were universally present. The presence of these clots in the cases of 
hospital gangrene, whilst they were absent in the cases in which there 
were no inflammatory symptoms, sustains the conclusion that hospital 
gangrene is a species of inflammation, imperfect and irregular though 
it may be in its progress, in which the fibrinous element and coagulation 
of the blood are increased, even in those who are suffering from such a 
condition of the blood, and from such diseases as are naturally accom- 
panied with a decrease in the fibrinous constituent. 

Fourth. The fact that hospital gangrene appeared in the stockade 
first, and originated spontaneously without any previous contagion 
and occurred sporadically all over the stockade and prison hospital, was 
proof positive that this disease will arise wherever the conditions of 
crowding, filth, foul air, and bad diet are present. The exhalations 
from the hospital and stockade appeared to exert these effects to a con- 
siderable distance outside of these Jocalities. The origin of hospital 
gangrene amongst these prisoners appeared clearly to depend in great 
measure upon the state of the general system, induced by diet and 
various external noxious influences. The rapidity of the appearance 
and action of the gangrene depended upon the powers and state of the 
constitution, as well as upon the intensity of the poison in the atmos- 
phere, or upon the direct application of poisonous matter to the wounded 
surface. This was farther illustrated by the important fact that hospital 
gangrene, or a disease resembling it in all essential respects, attacked 
the intestinal canal of patients laboring under ulceration of the bowels, 
although there were no local manifestations of gangrene upon the 
surface of the body. This mode of termination in cases of dysentery 
was quite common in the foul atmosphere of the C. 8S. military prison 
hospital, in the depressed, depraved condition of the system of these 
Federal prisoners. 

Fifth. A scorbutic condition of the system appeared to favor the 
origin of foul ulcers, which frequently took on true hospital gangrene. 
Scurvy and hospital gangrene frequently existed in the same individual. 
In such cases vegetable diet with vegetable acids would remove the 
scorbutic condition without curing the hospital gangrene. 

From the results of the existing war for the establishment of the 
independence of the Confederate States, as well as from the published 
observations of Doctor Trotter, Sir Gilbert Blane, and others of the 
English navy and army, it is evident that the scorbutic condition of 
the system, especially in crowded ships and camps, is most favorable 
to the origin and spread of foul ulcers and hospital gangrene. As in 
the present case of Andersonville, so also in past times when medical 
hygiene was almost entirely neglected, these two diseases were almost 
universally associated in crowded ships. In many cases it was very 
difficult to decide at first whether the ulcer was a simple result of 
scurvy or of the action of the poison of hospital gangrene, for there 
was great similarity in the appearance of the ulcers in the two diseases. 
So commonly have these two diseases been combined in their origin 
and action that the description of scorbutic ulcers by many authors 
evidently includes also many of the prominent characteristics of hospital 
gangrene. This will be rendered evident by an examination of the 
bats of Doctor Lind and Sir Gilbert Blane upon scorbutic 
ulcers. 
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Sixth. Gangrenous spots, followed by rapid destruction of tissue, 
appeared in some cases when there had been no known wound. With- 
out such well-established facts it might be assumed that the disease 
was propagated from one patient to another. In such a filthy and 
crowded hospital as that of the O. S. military prison at Andersonville 
it was impossible to isolate the wounded from the sources of actual con- 
tact of the gangrenous matter. The flies swarming over the wounds 
and over filth of every kind, the filthy, imperfectly washed, and scant 
supplies of rags, and the limited supplies of washing utensils—the same 
washbowl serving for scores of patients—were sources of such constant 
circulation of the gangrenous matter that the disease might rapidly 
spread from a single gangrenous wound. The fact already stated that 
a form of moist gangrene resembling hospital gangrene was quite 
common in this foul atmosphere in cases of dysentery, both with and 
without the existence of the disease upon the exterior surface, not only 
demonstrates the dependence of the disease upon the state of the con- 
stitution, but proves in the clearest manner that neither the contact of 
the poisonous matter of gangrene nor the direct action of the poisoned 
atmosphere upon the ulcerated surface is necessary to the development 
of the disease. 

Seventh. In this foul atmosphere amputation did not arrest hospital 
gangrene; the disease almost invariably returned. Almost every 
amputation was followed finally by death, either from the effects of 
gangrene or from the prevailing diarrhea and dysentery. Nitric acid and 
escharotics generally in this crowded atmosphere, loaded with noxious 
effluvia, exerted only temporary effects. After their application to the 
diseased surfaces the gangrene would freqently return with redoubled 
energy; and even after the gangrene had been completely removed by 
local and constitutional treatment, it would frequently return and 
destroy the patient. As far as my observation extended, very few of 
the cases of amputation for gangrene recovered. The progress of these 
cases was frequently very deceptive. I have observed after death the 
most extensive disorganization of the structures of the stump, where 
during life there was but little swelling of the part and the patient was 
apparently doing well. I endeavored to impress upon the medical 
officers the view that in this disease treatment was almost useless 
without an abundant supply of pure fresh air, nutritious food, and 
tonics and stimulants. Such changes, however, as would allow of the 
isolation of the cases of hospital gangrene appeared to be out of the 
power of the medical officers. 

Eighth. The gangrenous mass was without true pus, and consisted 
chiefly of broken-down disorganized structures. The reaction of the 
gangrenous matter in certain stages was alkaline. 

Ninth. The best, and in truth the only, means of protecting large 
armies and navies, as well as prisoners, from the ravages of hospital 
gangrene is to furnish liberal supplies of well-cured meat, together 
with fresh beef and vegetables, and to enforce a rigid system of 
hygiene. \ 

Tenth. Finally, this gigantic mass of human misery calls loudly for 
relief, not only for the sake of the sufferers and humanity, but also on 
account of our own brave soldiers now captives in the hands of the Fed- 
eral Government. Strict justice to the gallant men of the Confederate 
armies who have been or who may be so unfortunate as to be com- 
pelled to surrender in battle demands that the Confederate Govern- 
ment should adopt that course which will best secure their health and 
comfort in captivity, or at least leave their enemies without the shadow 
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of an excuse for any violation of the rules of civilized warfare in the 
treatment of prisoners. } ne? ; 

In stepping aside for one moment from the line of labor indicated in 
the order of the Surgeon-General to offer some suggestions with refer- 
ence to the amelioration of suffering, I am well aware that the same 
principles of enlarged humanity displayed in the management of the 
medical department by the Surgeon-General in his varied and difficult 
relations to the Federal prisoners, as well as to the sick and wounded 
of the Confederate armies, actuates the President as well as all the 
higher officers of the Government, and that no effort has been spared 
by the Confederate authorities, through Col. Robert Ould, agent of 
exchange, to effect an immediate and complete exchange of the Federal 
prisoners in their hands. 

As long as the Confederate Government is compelled to hold these 
prisoners as hostages for the safe exchange of the captive men of its 
own armies, it is difficult to see how the sufferings of such an immense 
army of prisoners, equal in numbers at least to one-fourth of the Con- 
federate forces actively engaged in the field, can to any extent be miti- 
gated in a purely agricultural country, sparsely settled, with imperfect 
lines of communication, with an inflated and almost worthless currency, 
with no commerce, with few or no manufactories of importance, cut off 
from all communication with the surrounding world, and deprived of 
even the necessary medicines, which have been declared ‘contraband 
of war” by the hostile government. With torn and bleeding borders, 
with constantly diminishing powers of subsi~tence and resistance, with 
its entire fighting population in arms, with a constant retreat of the 
armies and population upon the central portions of the country, and 
with corresponding demands upon the supplies of the overcrowded 
interior, and with corresponding increase of travel upon the dilapi- 
dated railroads, the maintenance of the prisoners becomes every day 
more difficult and onerous. In Georgia especially, the very State in 
which these men are confined, are the disasters of war felt with daily 
increasing force. The disastrous campaign in Northern Georgia has 
been attended with the almost utter desolation of this portion of the 
State. Hundreds of families have lost all. The women and children 
of Atlanta (the third city in size in Georgia) have been driven out by 
the imperative orders of General Sherman. Thousands of old men, 
women, and children have fled from the towns and villages, from Chat- 
tanooga to Atlanta, to those portions of the State considered more safe 
from invasion, and are occupying old cars, sheds, and bush tents along 
the entire lines of railroads. The hospitals connected with the Army 
of Tennessee have been in a state of perpetual motion, crowding back 
upon one another in the interior of the State; every railroad depot is a 
hospital, and almost every train is crowded with its living freight of 
sick and wounded men. 

Hospital gangrene and pyemia are prevailing to an alarming extent 
upon the wounded of the Army of Tennessee, whose systems have 
been broken down not only by the arduous campaign culminating in 
the stubhorn defense of Atlanta, but more especially by the scant diet 
of corn and salt meat, and by the unavoidable crowding into box-cars 
and badly ventilated hospitals suddenly impressed to meet the emer- 
gency. Itis, therefore, with some appreciation of the great difficulties 
of the situation that I respectfully present to the consideration of the 
Surgeon-General the conditions which I believe to be absolutely essen- 
tial to the relief of these suffering prisoners: - 

(a) Such an increase of the Confederate guard as will allow of the 
enlargement of the prison and hospital grounds to at least four times 
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their present area, and the establishment of a thorough system of police 
within the bounds of the stockade and wards of the hospital. Without 
the presence of an adequate guard in all parts of the premises occu- 
pied by the prisoners no efficient system of hygiene or of medical 
practice can be carried out. Prisoners left to themselves will not 
regard sanitaryrules. Even the armies of the Confederacy in the field 
have (especially in the earlier periods of the war) suffered from the 
neglect of sanitary regulations to an alarming and most unfortunate 
extent, as is well known to the Surgeon-General. 

(b) The construction of comfortable shelters for the sick and well 
upon a definite plan. As far as the hospital is concerned no plan is 
needed beyond the general one for Confederate hospitals. 

(c) The substitution, as far as possible, of wheat in the place of corn, 
and the liberal issue of sweet potatoes, peas, and molasses to the well, 
and of rice and milk and fresh beef to the sick. 

(d) A thorough organization of the medical department with a large 
increase of medical officers. 

(e) The appointment, as far as possible, of disabled but competent 
Confederate soldiers as nurses. 

(f) The establishment of a rigid system of hygiene rules for the 
government of all prison hospitals throughout the Confederate States. 

(g) A liberal supply of bedding, clothes, and cooking utensils to the 
sick, 

(h) The appointment of the necessary number of chaplains to minister 
to the sick. 

The following documents were carefully copied from the records on 
file at Andersonville, and have been appended to this portion of my 
labors that full justice might be done to the Confederate surgeons in 
charge of the sick and wounded prisoners at Andersonville.* 


Report on gangrene by A. Thornburgh, Assistant Surgeon, Provisional 
Army, C. 8S., C. 8. military prison hospital, Andersonville, Ga. 


©. S. MILITARY PRISON HOSPITAL. 
Surg. JoSEPH JONES, Provisional Army, C. 8., Augusta, Ga.: 

Siz : It was our original intention to give you in this report a de- 
scription of the stockade, its location and general condition, but we 
learn you have it already drawn up by abler hands than ours. We 
will therefore, after stating some of the most prevalent diseases among 
the prisoners, confine our remarks principally to the subject of ulcers 
and gangrene. As we will have to rely altogether on our notes and 
observations, taken for the most part within the last few months, drawn 
up under the most unfavorable circumstances imaginable, we fear, 
therefore, ou. remarks will prove both dry and uninteresting. The 
constant interference of an overdemand for our services as medical 
officers has prevented us from writing, except at irregular and uncer- 
tain intervals, therefore this report will present many deficiencies, both 
in arrangement and accuracy of detail. 


*See Vol. VII, this series, as follows: White to Wright, April 25, 1864, p.89; White 
to Moore, April 26, 1864, p.91; White to Bowie, May —, 1864, p, 124; White to Ham- 
mond, June 20, 1864, p. 386; White to Bemiss, June 26, 1864, p.417; White’s report, 
June 30, 1864, p. 426; White to Moore, July 1, 1864, p. 430; White to Chandler, August 
2, 1864, p.524; White to Winder, August 6, 1864, p.557; Stevenson to Moore, Septem- 
ber 1, 1864, p.711; Stevenson to Moore, September 16, 1864, p. 830; mass-meeting of 
Federal prisoners, September 28, 1864, p. 888. 


40 R R—SERIES II, VOL VIII 


626 PRISONERS OF WAR AND STATE, ETC. 


When first we promised to contribute our mite to the subject before 
us we must confess we thought the task much easier than it has since 
proved to be. On looking over our notes we find them incomplete in 
many important particulars, and as we have but little time to investi- 
gate the subject in so scientific a manner as its importance demands, 
we are almost tempted to at once desist and confess our inability to do 
justice to the subject. But as our promise is out, and this paper is for 
your use, and not for public criticism, we will make the effort, hoping 
you will judge its merits with “Christian charity,” and correct us in 
any errors we may make through ignorance or inexperience, and give 
us such information as you may deem necessary for our benefit in the 
future. 

In order to show you the kind of material we haye to work on it will 
be necessary to first give you a list of the most prevalent diseases 
among the prisoners, consequent on great mental and nervous depres- 
sion, from long confinement in overcrowded and badly arranged pris- 
ons, seclusion from society, long-deferred hope, a lack of cleanliness, 
insufficient supply of nourishing food, a want of proper exercise of 
both body and mind, and from breathing an atmosphere so much 
vitiated by idio miasma as to be insufficient to produce the proper 
degree of oxygenation of the blood, a condition so necessary to both 
mental and bodily soundness. This depraved blood then affords an 
imperfect stimulus to the brain and nervous system, and as a result we 
have languor and inactivity of the mental and nervous functions, with 
a tendency to headache, syncope, hypochondriasis, and hemeralopia. 
The diseases most commonly met with are diarrhea, dysentery, inter- 
mitteut and remittent fever, with continued, or camp, fever, as many 
term it. We also have catarrhal affections, with occasional pneumonia, 
and pleuritis, and, above all, scorbutus. 

As it so rarely happens in the course of a long experience of the 
medical practitioner or surgeon that he has an opportunity of witness- 
ing this most formidable and loathsome disease in all its aggravated 
forms, it might not be amiss to introduce in this place a detailed 
account of that fearful disease, as it has prevailed and is still prevailing 
in this prison. But as that would be a work of supererogation and 
lead us too far from our subject, we will not attempt the task. Out of 
30,000 prisoners who have been confined at this place during the past 
spring and summer, perhaps not less than one-half have suffered from 
this disease in some of its various forms. 

As a sequel to the above-named diseases we have cedema, anasarca, 
ascites, hydrothorax, anemia, and ulcers of nearly every variety and 
form. These ulcers are produced from the slightest causes imaginable. 
A pin scratch, a prick of a splinter, a pustula, an abrasion, or even a 
mosquito bite are sufficient causes for their production. The phage- 
denic ulcer is the most common variety met with among the prisoners, 
and usually commences from some of the causes enumerated above, or 
from wounds or injuries of a more serious nature. When from any of 
these causes an ulcer forms, it speedily assumes a phagedenic appear- 
ance and extends over a large extent of surface, and presents irritable 
jagged, and everted edges, and slowly destroys the deep tissues down to 
the bone. The surface presents a large ash-colored or greenish-yellow 
slough and emits a very offensive odor. After the slough is removed 
by appropriate treatment the parts beneath show but little tendency 
to granulate. Occasionally, however, apparently healthy granulations 
Spring up and progress finely for a time, and again fall into sloughing, 
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and thus, by an alternate process of sloughing and phagedenic ulcera- 
tion, large portions of the affected member or large masses of the body 
are destroyed. In this condition gangrene usually sets in, and if not 
speedily arrested soon puts an end to the poor sutferer’s existence. 

Gangrene first made its appearance in the stockade in the latter part 
of April or first of May last. The first that came under our observation 
was the result of frostbite. These cases (three or four in number) 
occurred among the prisoners who had been imprisoned on Belle Island 
last winter, where they received the injury. The parts attacked from 
this cause were usually the toes. The treatment was cold-water dress- 
ing, and the whole affected member enveloped in cloths spread with 
simple cerate, with tonics to support the system. This treatment 
papel succeeded, with the loss, perhaps, of one or more of the affected 

8. 

Early in the spring smallpox made its appearance in the prison, and 
as a prophylactic measure we were ordered to vaccinate “all who could 
not show a healthy scar.” Consequently we went to work, and ina 
week or ten days 2,000 or 3,000 were vaccinated. Out of these nearly 
every man who happened to be affected with scurvy was attacked with 
ulceration of the pustule. These small ulcers soon began to slough 
and extend over a large extent of surface. These sloughs would become 
detached, the parts beneath suppurate, as in the case of other ulcers in 
@ sloughy condition, until at last the ulcer would become phagedenic 
and destroy every structure in its track for a considerable extent. In 
this condition gangrene would set in, and if the disease be not speedily 
arrested by powerful escharotics, emollient poultices, and the proper 
vegetable diet, amputation became necessary, or the poor wretch would 
sink under the irritation; diarrhea or dysentery would supervene and 
speedily destroy the patient. The next and most common form of ulcers 
with us are what we call the scorbutic ulcer. 

In severe cases of scurvy we have the upper and lower extremities 
covered with blue or livid spots, varying from the size of a millet seed 
to three or four inches in diameter, or the whole leg may be of a dark 
livid or copper color. These blotches become painful, open and ulcerate. 
This condition continues for a time, and finally slough, destroying whole 
toes, feet, and even arms and legs, apparently without there being sufii- 
cient energy or vitality in the system to set up inflammatory action. In 
this lamentable condition gangrene sets in and exhibits a more striking 
example of hospital gangrene than any other form of gangrene with 
which we have had to contend. The most prominent symptoms of this 
kind of gangrene are a weak and small pulse, great prostration of the 
already enfeebled vital powers, a dry, glazed tongue, great anxiety of 
countenance, with a foul grayish slough all over the surface of the 
wound or ulcer, which discharges a large quantity of filthy and very 
offensive sanies, destroying muscles and everything before it down to 
the bone. If an operation be not resorted to, we have hemorrhage, 
caused by the destruction of the blood vessels of the part. We have 
operated on perhaps twenty or thirty cases in this condition, and we do 
not recollect of a single case where the gangrene did not reappear in 
the stump and speedily destroy the patient. In the other forms of 
gangrene, however, we have had much better success. Out of perhaps 
a hundred operations twenty or thirty are well and as many others 
apparently doing well. We think the above a fair estimate of all the 
capital operations performed in this hospital during the spring and 
summer. 
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The treatment adopted in all forms of the disease (when we have it) 
is tonics, such as quinine, tincture of iron, salix alba, eupatorium per- 
foliatum, and such other indigenous remedies as we can obtain from 
the woods. We aré now making some experiments with a decoction 
of the baptisia tinctoria, which grows abundantly around the hospital. 
As local applications we use pure nitric acid, nitrate of silver, tincture 
of iodine, oleum terebinthine, and Darby’s prophylactic fluid, followed 
by emollient poultices made of pulverized lini, or a common mush 
poultice made by thickening a strong decoction of quercus rubra with 
corn-meal. 

We will give you a tabular statement of the patients received into 
and treated in our ward alone for the past three months, with the result. 
We regret not being able to do the same for the whole hospital. 

In the month of August we had in the fifth ward twenty-one opera- 
tions of all kinds. Out of these cases we had ten deaths, mostly attrib- 
uted to either diarrhea or dysentery, while only two or three were caused 
by recurrence of the gangrene in the stump. 


Number of patients treated in Ward 5, Second Division, C. S. military prison hospital, 
during the months of July, August, and September, together with five days of October, 
and result of treatment as far as known. 


Number of tents........-----------. 11 | Detailed or transferred—Continued. 
Present in ward: August— 
Jalyilssis: (Ss. Seek ce Bet 68 Detailedii.4 55 s2c8 os eeasa hs et 
AUQUSG A Hi. sists cajaacn,s sep ae TT Transferred. <- .o.ccsesms tes 15 
September. 2s: scene sash ow 72 September— 
October's 2220. IVES tee 62 DetatledP LSA ea OS 6 
Admitted: Transferred 8. [92i2 S22 ees 14 
JULesce toes heer ees 80 October 5— 
AUSUS6 ... facscrce » os bank St glee aa 106 Detailed he oo acco nee 2 
Septembere. cc. n en sc.cccses tase 57 ‘Transferred "..%= 22°. --.. Sse. 8 
October'd .-- c2-5 56 ess tee 12 | Died: 
Sent to quarters: July ‘Ssccisas et SSeS. BA: 66 
Wf eR Sans Feet AU SUSE hs Seo; sisa af Se ee 86 
INGUT AT EBS Scaea poe onsee cee & 4 September: te. cy c= 4. tatters 49 
September’ vas. ses: feces = OCUGDCIION. aah sie weetece eee ee ti 
October'h UPR ae eet Ie 7 | Remaining in ward: 
Detailed or transferred ; Joly Sh. san See GAR eRe 66 
July— — Angust.3 ici. 2 ied Bese SAEs 79 
Detaledys oajais oy. Sg seis ob ets 1 Neptember: 302. cc ccc. s ua ae 62 
Tranprerred.. 2... shes coe 10 OctoOberd ee. 1a. ao ee eee 50 


It will be seen by the above statement that we treated in a little 
over three months 325 patients, and out of that number 208 have 
died, 47 were transferred to other wards, 13 were detailed for duty in 
hospital as nurses (after they were cured), and 11 were sent to quarters 
(cured), which leaves us 50 still in the ward (October 5), and out of 
the 50 there are 2 or 3 about well, 4or 5 convalescent, and the remain- 
der pretty bad off. 

In September we had 11 operations for the same condition, of which 
7 died from diarrhea and dysentery. The whole number of operations 
for the two months (August and September) were 38, of which 17 died, 
9 were transferred to other wards, 6 are convalescent in the ward, and 
we know of 4 or 5 others who were transferred to other wards, and who 
Ne also convalescent. The deaths as far as known are reported in the 
above. 

We will now give you a case of what we took for true hospital gan- 
grene. J. Mailer, aged twenty-four years, admitted August 5, with a 
large sphacelus covering the whole arm up to within two and a half 
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inches of the shoulder joint. The arm was very much tumefied, and 
presented around the border of the large sphacelus a kind of erysipela- 
tous inflammation. This inflamed surface was covered with green and 
yellow spots; these in turn opened and discharged filthy and very offen- 
Sive sanies. The pulse beat 120 to the minute, was weak, and had a 
peculiar vibratory thrill. Tongue dry and glazed, very red at the tip 
and edges. Bowels a little loose, but not amounting to diarrhea. 
Appetite weak. Urine scant and highly colored; complained of con- 
siderable pain in the affected arm and shoulder; had copious night- 
sweats; complained of chilliness of mornings and fever in the after- 
noon. (BR Quiniz sulph., gr. xx. Pulv. Doveri, gr. x. M. ft. chart. iii 
and to be given every six hours in one ounce good whisky. Apply 
pure nitric acid to the sphacelus, envelope the whole arm in pulverized 
lini poultices. ) 

6th. Patient no better; is very anxious to have the arm amputated; 
gangrene extending. Pulse 125 in the morning, 137 in the evening. 
Tongue about the same. Bowels still loose. Appetite somewhat 
improved; forearm edematous; continued prescription. 

7th. Gangrene still extending above the elbow; presents a pea-green 
appearance, and emits an intolerable odor. Pulse 130 at 8 a. m., 141 
at 5 p.m. Bowels painful; has mucous discharges. Appetite weak; 
cannot obtain diet of proper kinds. 

8th. This morning the gangrene has extended into the shoulder 
joint and half way to the hand. Pulse 140, a. m.; 157,p.m. Has dys- 
entery. Prescription continued with turpentine emulsion. In this 
condition the patient remained up to the 10th, at which time he began 
to sink, and as we could do nothing more we continued about the same 
treatment up to the 14th, at which time the patient died, with the 
whole arm in a state of sphacelus. 

Now, if this was “hospital gangrene,” we have had quite a number 
of cases of this disease, and if not, the disease has not prevailed at 
this post. Although the case above described is but a faint outline of 
the disease, yet we hope it is sufficiently plain to be understood. 

We will close this paper, lest we weary you with dry and uninterest- 
ing matter, by giving a short description of our so-called hospital. We 
have from 1,600 to 2,000 patients, besides nurses and attendants, 
crowded together in small and almost useless tents erected on less than 
three acres of ground. The hospital is located on a narrow tongue of 
land between two small creeks on each side of which are swamps forty 
or fifty yards in width; on the west and up these creeks from the hos- 
pital are the camps and stockade. Now, all the débris from over 30,000 
human beings have to pass along the small brook on the north of the 
hospital grounds and within a stone’s throw of patients’ tents. A large 
portion of this filth is deposited on the marsh and produces a most 
sickening stench. Our patients are carried from the stockade and 
placed in the tents by the attendants. We put in the common small 
A tent four patients, in the large wall tent eight, and in the common 
fly from six to eight. About one-third have bunks or scaffolds and the 
remainder have to lie on the ground without straw or anything else to 
protect them from its dampness. 

Those who are not fortunate enough to have a blanket are compelled 
to lie on the damp ground with no covering but their clothing, which 
in many instances they have worn for six months without washing. 

The diet is of the coarsest kind, consisting of boiled beef, rice, 
molasses, and coarse corn bread baked without sifting, and from one 
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to two ordinary-sized biscuits. To this we sometimes have added a 
small allowance of vegetables, such as peas, potatoes, and collards. 
These vegetables are generally issued raw and the patients are com- 
pelled to hire their comrades to cook them in some sort of style and 
pay them out of their scanty allowance. ) 

We also have great difficulty in procuring medicines. The supplies 
for a month are usually exhausted in ten days, and the remainder of 
the time we are compelled to rely on such indigenous remedies as we 
can procure from the adjacent woods. Our cooking department has 
been very deficient all summer, consisting of two large salt kettles 
placed on a furnace in the open air. The water is good and the supply 
plenteous. 

With these facts before you you will not wonder at the fearful mor- 
tality presented in our report and in the tabular statement from our 
ward, presented above. 

Feeling we have done our whole duty, both in the eyes of God and 
man, we leave the matter to rest with those whose duty it was to fur- 
nish supplies and build up a hospital that might have reflected credit 
on the Government and saved the lives of thousands of our race. 


HOSPITAL GANGRENE. 


The above description of ulcers attended with gangrene are so 
nearly allied to hospital gangrene that we are of the opinion that 
many cases of the above diseases are identical with this disease. 

As hospital gangrene proper is of rare occurrence in our country, and 
as our public institutions have never been visited by this disease in its 
epidemic form like the large hospitals of Europe, it has rarely happened 
that our teachers of medicines and surgery have had an opportunity of 
witnessing and investigating the disease in its most aggravated forms. 
Hence we have comparatively little written on the subject by American 
authors ; and what little has been written is difficult to understand, on 
account of the very different descriptions given by different authors, 
both of this and other countries, so that we are at a loss to know how 
to proceed with our investigation, lest in forming an opinion on a sub- 
ject so interesting and important we should make some fatal blunders. 
We will therefore content ourselves by giving such answers to the 
questions you honored us with while with us as may seem in our humble 
judgment proper. 

We take the ground that we have hospital gangrene in its most 
aggravated form in this hospital; and also that it has and is still pre- 
vailing to an alarming extent among these unfortunate prisoners. We 
regard the sloughing phagedzna so common and so fatal in its conse- 
quences as a true type of this disease. At least, this disease corre- 
sponds so accurately with descriptions of hospital gangrene given by 
Kuropean writers that we conclude the disease is one and the same. 

We have had under our immediate care a goodly number of cases of 
this disease within the last few months, and have witnessed a great 
many more in other wards, and have consulted with various medical 
gentlemen on the subject, and find but few who differ in opinion with 
reference to the disease usually diagnosed “phagedena gangrenosa” 
and “hospital gangrene” being the same disease. 

_ From the experience we have had with hospital gangrene we regard 
it as a constitutional disease, from the fact that we invariably have it 
marked by constitutional symptoms, generally of a low grade. These 
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symptoms may or may not precede the local invasion of the disease, 
according to circumstances. If the constitution of the patient is greatly 
debilitated by previous disease, as from scorbutus or chronic diarrbea, 
we usually have primary symptoms, such as great depression of the 
vital powers, anxious and expressionless countenance, quick and feeble 
pulse, and a dry, red, or glazed tongue. Fever and other constitutional 
disturbances are invariably met with in this disease, but do not always 
precede it. When the disease is brought on in healthy patients with 
fresh wounds by contagion we have the above symptoms following the 
local disturbance or invasion of the disease. We have had no chance 
of settling the question of contagion in this hospital. Our patients 
have been crowded together on the same ground with other patients 
suffering from the various diseases incident to the prisoners, and in 
very many instances in the same tent, or even on the same bed. Again, 
we orly have one wash pan to the tent, and it is utterly impossible for 
the nurses, if they were ever so particular, to keep those who have no 
gangrene from using the same basin used by the gangrene patients. 
The same sponge is doubtless often used for every patient in the tent, 
and owing to the great scarcity of bandages we are compelled to use 
the same bandages several times, and in washing they not unfrequently 
get changed, and thus the disease may be transmitted from one patient 
to the other by actual contact. So we are not in possession of the 
proper data to justify us in giving an affirmative answer as to the 
disease being contagious; but from our limited experience with the dis- 
ease, and from what we know of its nature and general character, we 
are inclined to the opinion that it is highly contagious. 

We have not the least doubt of the constitutionality of the disease, 
but cannot speak from experience as to the success of a strictly consti- 
tutional treatment. We are always so anxious to relieve our patients 
of whatever disease they may chance to have that we always make 
every effort for their relief in our power. Hence we have never treated 
this disease without using local applications, nor do we believe that we 
would be justifiable in making the experiment of treating hospital gan- 
grene by constitutional means only. With the life of a human being 
in our hands, we would not think of risking constitutional treatment 
alone. Therefore we cannot answer the question from experimental 
knowledge. 

Hospital gangrene may appear in slight wounds, even in perfectly 
healthy patients, if they should be exposed to the atmosphere in which 
the patient or patients are confined who are suffering from this disease, 
but the dangers of contagion are not so great as in other diseases of 
this nature. Having never tried the experiment of inoculation with 
gangrenous matter, we cannot speak positively, but we have no doubt 
but that we would have a modified form of the disease as a result. 
We do not believe this disease ever originates spontaneously in well- 
regulated and properly ventilated hospitals, unless the patients are 
overcrowded and neglected. Still, such cases are on record, but it will 
be remembered that at the time of their occurrence other diseases were 
prevailing epidemically, such as influenza, erysipelas, and phlebitis, 
which may, under certain circumstances, act as one of the causes of this 
affection. Influenza prevailed very extensively in the prison about the 
time this disease originated, and may have had something to do with 
its production. Let the causes be what they may, when the disease is 
once established in an extensive hospital it generally spreads rapidly, 
by contagion or otherwise, and its rapid spread is only checked by iso- 
lating all who are afiected with the disease from the other sick and 
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wounded. The essential conditions and causes of the disease under con- 
sideration are of various kinds, such as deprivation of the blood, over- 
crowded hospitals, a lack of proper cleanliness, and insufficient ventila- 
tion. In fact, anything which would cause other diseases of a low 
form might be enumerated as causes of this truly formidable disease. 

The last question we will not attempt to answer at this time. We 
have not performed a sufficient number of post-mortem examinations 
of patients who have died from this and other diseases to entitle us to 
speak positively as to any peculiar “local lesions which are character- 
istic of this disease.” } 

We will therefore close this already tou lengthy paper, hoping that 
it may in some way assist you in making your report to the Surgeon- 
General, and thereby prove of some benefit to the profession and the 
country. 


CouRT-MARTIAL ORDERS, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 260. Washington, June 1, 1865. 


I. Before a general court-martial which convened at Washington, 
D. O., May 2, 1865, pursuant to Special Orders, No. 196, dated War 
Department, Adjutant-General’s Office, Washington, May 1, 1865, and 
of which Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster, U. S. Volunteers, is president, was 
arraigned and tried— 


Benjamin G. Harris, citizen. 
CHARGE: Violation of the 56th Article of War. 


Specification 1.—In this, that Benjamin G. Harris, a citizen of Maryland and a 
member of the Congress of the United States, did relieve, with money, to wit, the 
sum of $2.00, the public enemy, to wit, Sergt. Richard Chapman and Private William 
Read, of Company K, Thirty-second Regiment Virginia Infantry, soldiers of the 
Army of the so-called Confederate States of America, then in rebellion against and at 
war with the United States, he, the said Harris, then and there well knowing said 
Chapman and Read to be soldiers of said Army, and treating and offering to relieve 
them as such, and at the same time advising and inciting them to continue in said 
Army and to make war against the United States, and emphatically declaring his 
sympathy with the enemy and his opposition to the Government of the United 
States in its efforts to suppress the rebellion. ‘This at or near Leonardtown, Saint 
Mary’s County, Md., on or about April 26, 1865. 

Specification 2.—In this, that Benjamin G. Harris, a citizen of Maryland and a 
member of the Congress of the United States, did knowingly harbor and protect 
the public enemy, to wit, vee Richard Chapman and Private William Read, 
of Company K, Thirty-second Regiment Virginia Infantry, soldiers of the Army of 
the so-called Confederate States of America, then in rebellion against and at war 
with the United States, by procuring them to be lodged and fed in a private house, 
and furnishing them with money therefor, he, the said Harris, then and there 
well knowing said Chapman and Read to be soldiers of said Army, and treating 
them, and offering and giving them money as such, and at the same time advising 
and inciting them to continue in said Army and to make war against the United 
States, and emphatically declaring his sympathy with the enemy and his opposition 
to the Government of the United States in its efforts to suppress the rebellion. 
This at or near Leonardtown, Saint Mary’s County, Md., on or about April 26, 1865. 


To which charge and specification the accused, Benjamin G. Harris, citizen, pleaded 
not guilty. 


GENERAL WAR DEPARTMENT, 


FINDING. 
The court, having maturely considered the evidence adduced, finds the accused, 
Benjamin G. Harris, citizen, as follows: 
Of the first specification, guilty. 


re Of the second specification, guilty, except as to the words, ‘‘and fed in a private 
ouse, 


Of the charge, guilty. 
SENTENCE. 


And the court does therefore sentence him, Benjamin G. Harris, citizen, to be for- 
ever disqualified from holding any office or place of honor, trust, or profit under the 
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United States, and to be imprisoned for three years in the penitentiary at Albany 
N. Y., or at such other penitentiary as the Secretary of War may designate. ; 
Il. The record in the foregoing case of Benjamin G. Harris, citizen, 
was transmitted to the Secretary of War, and by him submitted to the 
President of the United States. The following are the orders of the 
President in the case: 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE, May 31, 1865. 


In the within case of Benjamin G. Harris the findings and sentence of the court 
are hereby approved and confirmed. Additional evidence and affidavits, however, 
bearing upon this case and favorable to the accused having been presented to and 
considered by me since the sentence aforesaid, I deem it proper to direct that the 
sentence in the case of said Harris be remitted and that he be released from imprison- 


ment. 
ANDREW JOHNSON. 


III. In accordance with the foregoing order Benjamin G. Harris, 
citizen, will be immediately released from imprisonment. 
By order of the President of the United States: 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[JUNE 1, 1865.—For report of J. A. Cooper of result of his investi- 
gation to fix responsibility for the ill-management of the military 
prison at Salisbury, N. C., see Series I, Vol. XLVII, Part ITI, p. 610.] 


GENERAL ORDERS, } Wak DEPT., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 104, Washington, June 2, 1865. 


Transportation to be furnished prisoners released on taking the oath. 


The Quartermaster’s Department will furnish all prisoners of war 
and citizen prisoners who have been or may be released from confine- 
ment by reason of their taking the oath of allegiance to the United 
States with transportation to their homes, or to the nearest points 
thereto which it may be practicable to reach by the usual routes of water 
and railroad transportation. All officers of the Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ment who may be called upon to provide transportation under this 
order will require the parties applying for the same to produce satis- 
factory evidence that they were released upon the condition specified, 
and for this purpose such prisoners will, at the time of their discharge 
from custody, be given by the commanding officers a written state. 
ment setting forth that they are entitled to transportation to their 
homes. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, EXECUTIVE DEPT., 
Boston, June 2, 1865, 
Major-General HitcHcoock, U.S. Army, 
Commissioner of Hachange, Washington, D. C.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor, in the absence of His Excellency the 
Governor, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of May 31 concerning 
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two colored boys captured with a part of the Forty-second Regiment 
Massachusetts Volunteer Militia in Texas in 1863, and sold into 
slavery. I inclose copies of the papers sent at that time to the honor- 
able Secretary of War, which I believe state all the necessary facts as 
I now recollect them.* I have also written to the friends of the boys 
here to learn whether they have any information concerning them. 
Thanking you for your kindness in recollecting this case, and hoping 
that no effort will be spared to find these boys and return them to liberty 
and their families, 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. WARE, 
Major and Acting Military Secretary. 


NEw YORK, June 2, 1865. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington City, D. C.: 

Sir: The Department has given me permission to transmit through 
your office the open note sent herewith. The statements in the public 
prints render it doubtful where the gentleman to whom it is addressed 
may be confined at this moment, and consequently I am constrained 
to request that you will overlook the omission of an address and never- 
theless cause the note to be delivered. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
CH. O’CONOR. 


{Inclosure.] 


NEw YORK, June 2, 1865. 
Hon. JEFFERSON DAVIS: 

DEAR S1IB: Gentlemen who have no personal acquaintance with 
yourself, and who never had any connection by birth, residence, or 
otherwise with any of the Southern States, have requested me to volun- 
teer as counsel for the defense in case you should be arraigned upon 
an indictment which has been announced in the newspapers. No less 
in conformity with my own sense of propriety than in compliance with 
their wishes I beg leave to tender my services accordingly. I will be 
happy to attend at any time and place that you may indicate in order 
to confer with yourself or others in relation to the defense. The Depart- 
ment of War having given its assent to the transmission of this open 
letter through the proper military authorities I infer that if my pro- 
fessional aid be accepted you will have full permission to confer with 
me in writing and orally at personal interviews, as you may judge to be 
necessary or desirable. 

I am, dear sir, yours, respectfully, 
CH. O’CONOR. 


HEADQUARTERS, Tallahassee, Fla., June 2, 1865. 
Brigadier-General HOFFMAN, 
Commissary: General of Prisoners, Washington, D. O.: 
Str: In answer to your letter of the 21st of May, 1865, I have the 
honor to state that on the 28th of April, 1865, an officer under flag of 


*See Ware to Browne (with inclosure) and Canby to Andrew, Vol. V, this series 
pp. 455, 484. : 
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truce rode up to the outpost before Jacksonville, delivered a letter, and 
rode off. Brigadier-General Vogdes, commanding District of Florida, 
being absent from the post, I opened the letter and found it contained 
a simple announcement that about 3,200 paroled prisoners were on their 
way to our lines, and requested that transportation should be sent for 
about 300 sick. Shortly after they commenced to arrive in crowds, and 
continued coming in all the next day. They said the guard had left 
them about ten miles from our lines. I sent out all available wagons 
and a railroad train for the sick, and made the best arrangements in 
my power for the comfort of the whole. 

On the 30th of April Major '‘hompson, provost-marshal-general, 
Department of the South, arrived at Jacksonville, and under orders 
from General Gillmore took charge of the prisoners. He attended to 
the making of rolls and conveying the men North. Some men belonging 
to the Seventeenth Connecticut Volunteers, to Seventy-fifth Ohio Vol- 
unteers, and to One hundred and seventh Ohio Volunteers were per- 
mitted to remain with their regiments, then stationed in the District 
of Florida. All the sick able to bear transportation have since been 
removed. 

Irespectfully refer you to Major Thompson, provost-marshal-general, 
Department of the South, for more detailed information as to the par- 
ticulars of their being paroled, and to Surgeon Applegate, chief medical 
officer, District of Florida, for the names of any who may have been 
detained at Jacksonville from sickness. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. C. TILGHMAN, 
Colonel Third U. 8. Colored Troops, But. Brig. Gen., U. 8S. Vols. 


{Indorsement.] 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., June 15, 1865. 

Respectfully submitted to Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant, commanding U.S. 
Army. 

Fro the within report it appears that the paroled prisoners hereto- 
fore reported by this office as having arrived at Annapolis from Jack- 
sonville, Fla., were taken charge of at Jacksonville, Fla., by Major 
Thompson, provost-marshal-general, Department of the South; that 
most of them were forwarded by him to Annapolis, and that he per- 
mitted some of them, though on parole, to join their regiments. Major 
Thompson has up to this time furnished no roll of the prisoners 
received by him, nor has he made any report of the disposition which 
he made of them. He seems to have been aware of the order regard- 
ing paroled prisoners to be sent to Annapolis, but, notwithstanding, 
he allowed some of them, in violation of that order, to join their regi- 
ments. It is impossible that this office can account promptly for 
paroled troops if officers who receive them are so negligent in the 
performance of their duty as Major Thompson has beeu in this case. 
Other reports received in this office show that there were fifty to sixty 
of these prisoners then remaining at Jacksonville, Fla. 

Major-General Gillmore, commanding Department of the South, has 
been requested to order the paroled ner who joined their regiments to 

amp Parole, near Annapolis. 
hehe oars . 3 W. HOFFMAN, 


But. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Oommissary-General of Prisoners. 
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WASHINGTON, D. C., June 2, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. Joun E. MULFORD, 
Agent for Exchange, Fort Monroe, Va.: 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 29th ultimo, making inquiries as to 
the rules which are or will be observed in the release of prisoners, is 
received. All prisoners who made application to take the oath of alle- 
giance before the fall of Richmond have already been ordered to be dis- 
charged. For those remaining below the rank of colonel in the army 
or lieutenant in the navy special applications are received through 
this office, either from themselves direct or through their friends, and 
unless there is some special objection the release is generally granted. 

It is possible that a general order may be published in a few days 
covering all cases below the grades above mentioned. 

he books and papers of the Libby Prison have not yet been sent 
to this office, but I will endeavor to have you furnished with the 
information asked for in your letter of the 29th in regard to money 
sent to prisoners. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
But. Brig. Gen., U. 8S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE JAMES, 
Richmond, Va., June 2, 1865. 


Major-General ORD, Commanding Department of Virginia: 


GENERAL: Libby Prison cannot be vacated till the cases of Ould, 
Hatch, &c., are disposed of. Now that Morfit has arrived, you will 
order a board of three officers to investigate and report upon their 
cases. This investigation will be informal and simply to ascertain 
whether they, or any of them, should be held for trial and punishment 
for the abstraction or improper use of money, &c., sent for the use of 
our prisoners of war. 

Very respectfully, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


CLARKSBURG, W. VA., June 2, 1865. 
Col. W. OWENS, Highth Ohio Cavalry, Beverly, W. Va.: 


The general commanding the Department of West Virginia has 
decided, by indorsement, as follows: 


First. That if a rebel officer or soldier has been properly paroled it is not regarded 
as good policy to go behind the parole for alleged offenses, purely military, com- 
mitted by him prior to his being paroled. 

Second. That under no circumstances can horses be taken from paroled prisoners 
and turned over to citizens. If the horses in their possession are Government horses, 
they will be taken for the benefit of the United States. If not branded, it is pre- 
arepsp is that they were allowed to retain them under the terms given by General 

Tant. 

Third. The parole does not interfere with prosecutions in civil courts founded on 


larceny or other outrages. 
The foregoing is furnished for your information and guidance. 
N. WILKINSON, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION AND’ CONFEDERATE. 637 


GENERAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF INDIANA, 
No. 38. Indianapolis, Ind., June 2, 1865. 

The sentence of general court-martial, as promulgated in General 
Orders, No. 27, dated headquarters District of Indiana, Indianapolis, 
May 9, 1865, and the commutation thereof, as promulgated in General 
Orders, No. 37, dated headquarters District of Indiana, Indianapolis, 
Ind., May 31, 1865, having been further commuted, by telegram, of 
which the following is an extract, to wit: 

. WASHINGTON, May 30, 1865—9.30 p. m. 
Major-General Hovey: 


The President of the United States orders that the sentence of death, heretofore 
passed against Horsey, Bowles, and Milligan, be commuted to imprisonment of each 
at hard labor in the penitentiary during his life. The penitentiary at Columbus, 
Ohio, is designated as the place of imprisonment. * * * 

E. M. STANTON, 


Secretary of War. 


Now, therefore, in accordance with said telegram, William A. Bowles, 
Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey, citizens of the State of 
Indiana, will be confined at hard labor during the terms of their and 
each of their natural lives, at the penitentiary at Columbus, Ohio. 
The prisoners will be sent under guard to said penitentiary with a copy 
of this order, together with said General Orders, Nos. 27 and 37, cur- 
rent series, from these headquarters. Lieut. Col. John H. Gardiner, 
Seventeenth Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps, commanding post, 
Indianapolis, Ind., will cause this sentence to be executed. 

By command of Bvt. Maj. Gen. Alvin P. Hovey: 

J. W. WALKER, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS U.S. FORCES, 
Camp Chase, Ohio, June 3, 1865. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. C.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report that this morning about 9 
a. m., in Prison No. 3 at this post, an altercation occurred between two 
prisoners, in which William R. Pettus, a private in Company F, Fourth 
Alabama Cavalry, stabbed and mortally wounded B. F. Eubanks, pri- 
vate, Company B, Third Alabama Cavalry, Eubanks dying in about five 
minutes. The wound was inflicted with a common pocket knife. I 
have sent Pettus to the military prison at Columbus, Ohio, and have 
the honor to request instructions as to what further action I shall take 
in the case. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. P. RICHARDSON, 
Brevet Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


[First indorsement. } 
OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., June 8, 1865. 


Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War for instructions. 
, ; W. HOFFMAN, 


Bot. Brig. Gen., U. 8. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners, 
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[Second indorsement.] 


WaR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTICE, 
June 15, 1865. 


Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War. 

In cases of this character of homicide of one rebel prisoner by 
another at one of our prison camps this Bureau has expressed and 
still adheres to the opinion that such crime is not one that can properly 
be taken cognizance of by a U.S. military court. If the local criminal 
tribunal should desire to pass upon this or any similar case, the post 
commandant would properly respond to a formal request to that effect 
by placing the accused party in the hands of the civil authorities for 
trial. 5 

In the absence of the Judge-Advocate-General: 

WM. WINTHROP, 
Major and Judge-Advocate. 


[Third indorsement. ] 


WAR DEPARTMENT, June 21, 1865. 
Approved and sent to the Commissary-General of Prisoners. 
By order of the Secretary of War: 
C. A. DANA, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS PosT COMMANDER, 
Indianapolis, Ind., June 3, 1865. 
Maj. J. W. WALKER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, District of Indiana: 

Magsor: I have the honor to report that in obedience to Special: 
Orders, No. 38, from district headquarters, dated Indianapolis, Ind., 
June 2, 1865, I proceeded with a guard of thirty-two men in charge of 
prisoners Bowles, Milligan, and Horsey to Columbus, Ohio, on Friday, 
June 2, 1865, at 6 a. m., and delivered them to the officer in charge of 
the penitentiary, Columbus, Ohio. 

Inclosed herewith is a copy of the receipt. I returned this day at 
12.40 p. m. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN H. GARDINER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Veteran Reserve Corps, Commanding Post. 


{Indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF INDIANA, 
Indianapolis, Ind., June 5, 1865. 
or ial forwarded to Adjutant-General of Army, Washington, 
ALVIN P. HOVEY, 
Brevet Major-General, U. 8S. Volunteers, Commanding. 
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({Inclosure.] 


OFFICE OHIO PENITENTIARY, 
Columbus, Ohio, June 2, 1865. 
Received of Lieut. Col. J. H. Gardiner, commanding post, Indian- 
apolis, Ind., the following-named prisoners, with copies of General 
Orders, No. 27, No. 37, and No. 38, to wit: 
William A. Bowles, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey (three). 
JOHN A. PRENTICE, 
. Warden. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., June 3, 1865. 
Mrs. Governor JOSEPH E. Brown, Milledgeville, Ga.: 
Released on parole. Home, I hope, by New York and Savannah, by 
20th instant. * 


JOSEPH E. BROWN. 
[Indorsement.] 


The above telegram is approved. 
ANDREW JOHNSON, 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., June 4, 1865. 


Bvt. Lieut. Col. B. W. THOMPSON, 
Pro. Mar. Gen., Department of the South, Hilton Head, 8. O.: 

CoLONEL: The major-general commanding directs that you cause 
the arrest of the following persons, if found within your jurisdiction, 
and report the fact without delay to these headquarters: 

Surgeon White, 0. S. Army, late surgeon in charge of prisoners at 
Andersonville, Ga.; Captain Wirz, C.S. Army, late commanding prison 
at Andersonville, Ga.; Hospital Steward Robinson, C. S. Army, late 
steward of prison at Andersonville, Ga.; Captain Vowles, C. S. Army, 
late commanding prison at Millen, Ga. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. L. M. BURGER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFIOE, 
June 5, 1865. 


Bvt. Maj. Gen. N. A. Miuzs, U.S. Volunteers, 
Commanding, &c., Fort Monroe, Old Point Comfort, Va.: 


Sir: By direction of the Secretary of War I inclose herewith an open 
lettert from Ch. O’Conor, esq., of New York, dated June 2, 1865, to be 
delivered to Jefferson Davis. Please report its receipt. 


Iam, &c. 
on oe E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


*For correspondence relating to arrest of Governor Brown not published in this 
series, see Series I, Vol. XLIX, Part II. 
+ See p. 634, 
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Wark DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
June 5, 1865. 
Cu. O’Conor, Esq., New York: 

Sir: Your communication of the 2d instant inclosing an open letter, 
addressed to ‘‘ Hon. Jefferson Davis,” has been received. The inclosure 
has been forwarded to the commanding officer of Fort Monroe, with 
direction to deliver to Mr. Davis. 

_I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., June 5, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. E. R. S. CANBY, Commanding, New Orleans, La. : 
GENERAL: I respectfully ask your attention to the following state- 
ment: When the expedition to Sabine River (set on foot by General 
Banks) was defeated there were captured, of the Forty-second Regiment 
Massachusetts Volunteers, two colored boys, as I suppose, nearly 
grown, who were subsequently sold into slavery at Houston, Tex. 
Their names are Charles Fairfax Revaleon and Charles Gerrish Amos. 
I beg to urge that every possible effort may be made to discover the 
whereabouts of these boys with a view to their recovery and their safe 
return to Boston, where they belong. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General of Vols., Commissioner for Exchange of Prisoners. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST, 
New York City, June 5. 1865. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. MARTIN BURKE, U.S. Army, 
Commanding Fort Lafayette: 

By direction of the major-general commanding the department I 
have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 3d, communi- 
cating the arrival and confinement of B. H. Hill and S. R. Mallory at 
Fort Lafayette. 

In the absence of definite instructions from Washington you will 
treat them as political prisoners, confining them in separate apart- 
ments, allowing no correspondence to or from others, except through 
yourself and these headquarters, and granting them permission to take 
such exercise aS may be necessary for their health, consistent with 
their safe-keeping. 

Very respectfully, 
D. T. VAN BUREN, 
Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 


June 5, 1865—11.30 a. m. 
Maj. Gen. Q. A. GILLMORE, 


Commanding Department of the South, Hilton Head, 8. C.: 


Lieut. George L. Burger, aide-de-camp, has just been ordered to 
return to Hilton Head with A. G. Magrath, of South Carolina, and 
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report to you. The President of the United States directs that Mr. 
Magrath be confined until further order in Fort Pulaski. Report exe- 
cution of this order.* 
KE. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Wark DEpT., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 109. Washington, June 6, 1865. 


Order for the discharge of certain prisoners of war. 


The prisoners of war at the several depots in the North will be dis- 
charged under the following regulations and restrictions: 

I, All enlisted men of the rebel Army and petty officers and seamen 
of the rebel Navy will be discharged upon taking the oath of alle- 
giance. 

II. Officers of the rebel Army not above the grade of captain, and 
of the rebel Navy not above the grade of lieutenant, except such as 
have graduated at the U.S. Military or Naval Academies, and such 
as held a commission in either the U.S. Army or Navy at the begin- 
ning of the rebellion, may be discharged upon taking the oath of alle- 
giance. 

III. When the discharges hereby ordered are completed, regulations 
will be issued in respect to the discharge of officers having higher rank 
than captain in the Army or lieutenant in the Navy. 

1V. The several commanders of prison stations will discharge each 
day as many of the prisoners hereby authorized to be discharged as 
proper rolls can be prepared for, beginning with those who have been 
longest in prison and from the most remote points of the country; 
and certified rolls will be forwarded daily to the Commissary-General 
of Prisoners of those so discharged. The oath of allegiance only will 
be administered, but notice will be given that all who (desire will be 
permitted to take the oath of amnesty after their release, in accordance 
with the regulations of the Department of State respecting the 
amnesty. 

VY. The Quartermaster’s Department will furnish transportation to 
all released prisoners to the nearest accessible point to their homes 
by rail or by steam. boat. 

By order of the President of the United States: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., June 6, 1865. 
Major-General Dix, New York: 

Have John Mitchel, formerly editor of the Richmond Examiner, 
arrested and sent to Fort Monroe, Va., for confinement and trial. 
Make the arrangements for his immediate shipment before arrest and 
give this matter in charge of a discreet officer, who will not let it get 


out that the arrest is to be made until he has his man. 
U. 8S. GRANT, 


Lieutenant- General. 


* For correspondence relating to the arrest of Governor Magrath, see Series I, Vol. 
XLVII, Part ITI. 
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Fort Monrok, VA., June 6, 1865. 
General TOWNSEND: 
GENERAL: Shall I furnish Jeff. Davis writing materials to answer 
Mr. O’Conor’s letter, received this a. m.? 
Very respectfully, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Brevet Major-General of Volunteers. 


War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
June 6, 1865. 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. N. A. MILEs, U.S. Volunteers, 
Commanding, Fort Monroe, Va.: 
The Secretary of War says you may furnish writing materials to Mr. 
Davis sufficient for the specific purpose of accepting or declining Mr. 


O’Conor’s offer. 
BH. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
FourtTH SEPARATE BRIGADE, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, Fla., June 6, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. E. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Com. for the Exchange of Prisoners, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of 20th ultimo asking information relative to a report 
published in the newspapers to the effect that the rebel authorities had 
abandoned a body of Union soldiers who had been held as prisoners of 
war while conducting them within our lines, some of whom had suc- 
ceeded in reaching this post. 

I desire to state in reply that soon after I assumed command of this 
district, which was in the latter part of April, I received a communica- 
tion from Maj. Gen. Sam. Jones, at that time commanding the rebel 
forces in this State, saying that he wished to deliver a number of our 
prisoners at this point, but I declined to receive them without being 
authorized to do so. The substance of his letter I at once sent to the 
major-general commanding the department and asked for instructions, 
requesting that suitable arrangements might be made for transporting 
them North, and to supply them in the meantime with clothing and 
supplies, medical attendance, &c., the supply being limited at this 
post. Before the receipt of instructions and the supplies asked for 
arrived I was informed by General Jones that he was unable to care 
for the prisoners, between 3,000 and 4,000 in number, and that he was 
somewhat fearful that they would not longer submit to control, and 
fearful that some might lose their lives, and urged that they be 
received and in the meantime started them for Lake City, bringing 
them to Baldwin, a distance of twenty miles, to within a few miles of 
my lines, when the escort left them on their way. 

I received the prisoners and had them properly cared for; the neces. 
sary supplies, clothing, &c., arriving about the same time. The pris: 
oners were in a miserable condition and a number of them died after 
they arrived here. The survivors have all been forwarded North since 
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that time, the last of the sick and disabled having been sent on board 
the hospital ship Cosmopolitan on the 20th of May. 
I am, general, very respectfully, &c., 
ical I. VOGDES, 
Brigadier-General, U. 8. Volunteers, Commanding. 


RALEIGH, June 6, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN E. MULFORD, 
Commissioner of Exchange, Richmond: 


Not a word yet from you in answer to my numerous communications. 
My detention here extremely irksome. I wish to bein Richmond on 
the same parole as here. If needed as a witness I will be on the spot, 
though I know nothing whatever of Judge Ould’s official matters. If 
you cannot get me sent to Richmond on parole, please send my wife 
and children North immediately. My case is a peculiarly hard one. 

WILLIAM NORRIS, 
Colonel and Commissioner of Exchange, C. 8S. Army. 


OFFICE AGENT OF EXCHANGE, 
MILITARY DIVISION OF WEST MISSISSIPPI, 
New Orleans, La., June 6, 1865. 


Brig. Gen. W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose herewith the original rolls of 
about 1,800 prisoners of war (2,204 in equivalents) delivered over to me 
by the rebel agent of exchange (Major Szymanski) at the mouth of Red 
River on the 27th day of May, 1865. Of this number equivalents have 
already been delivered to and are acknowledged by the rebel authori- 
ties of 1,093; the remainder of that number (1,800) have been ordered 
(as paroled prisoners) to Benton Barracks, Mo. The men paroled, as 
the rolls indicate by red-ink notes, belong to the following organiza- 
tions, viz: Seventy-seventh and One hundred and thirtieth Illinois; 
One hundred and twentieth Ohio; One hundred and sixty-second, One 
hundred and sixty-fifth, and One hundred and seventy-third New York; 
Twenty-third Wisconsin; Eighteenth, Twenty-eighth, Twenty-ninth, 
Thirty-second, Thirty-third, and Thirty-sixth Iowa Intantry. And 
(with the exception of Captains Fraunfelter and Miller, of the One 
hundred and twentieth Ohio, and Captain Prescott, of the One hundred 
and thirtieth Illinois, who are to be included amongst the exchanged) 
all of the men of these regiments are paroled. The men of all other 
organizations on the rolls constitute the equivalent of 1,093 to be 
declared exchanged. I would also respectfully state that the rolls of 
the (882 men, equal to 1,036 equivalents) rebel prisoners who were 
delivered to the rebel agent of exchange at the same time and place 
were forwarded,'1 am informed, by the commissary of prisoners 
(Captain Sterling) for this military division. : 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. Mok. DYH, 
Colonel and Agent of Exchange, Mil. Div. of West Miss. 
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[JUNE 6, 1865.—For Pope to Grant and Grant’s reply, in relation to 
the status of Confederate prisoners returning to Missouri, or any of 
the loyal States, see Series I, Vol. XLVIII, Part II, p. 793.| 


BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTICE, June 6, 1865. 
The PRESIDENT: 

The following report upon the petition of Richard T. Semmes, con- 
victed by military commission of conspiring with others to destroy the 
city of Chicago and release the rebel prisoners of war there confined, 
is respectfully submitted: 

Semmes was tried, jointly with Charles Walsh, Buckner 8S. Morris, 
Vincent Marmaduke, Charles T. Daniel, G. St. Leger Grenfel, and Ben- 
jamin M. Anderson, for conspiring with one Captain Hines, alias Doctor 
Hunter, of the Confederate Army, and others, to accomplish the above 
stated objects. Of those convicted by the commission Semmes was 
one, and was sentenced to three years’ confinement at hard labor at 
such place as the commanding general should direct. General Hooker 
approves the findings and sentence in the cases of all the accused, and 
designates the penitentiary at Columbus, Ohio, as the place of confine- 
ment of the petitioner Semmes.* 

At the termination of the trial the entire court, with the exception 
of Col. Charles D. Murray, united in subscribing to a recommenda- 
tion that the sentence in the case of R. T. Semmes, the petitioner, be 
remitted. This recommendation is annexed to the record.t Semmes 
petitions for pardon and release in a sworn and attested statement in 
which he declares that he was wholly ignorant of all knowledge of the 
existence of any such conspiracy (referring to the conspiracy to burn 
Chicago and release the rebel prisoners) until the same was made pub- 
licly known by the arrest of other parties in the city of Chicago, on 
the morning of the 7th of November, 1864; that conscious of his own 
innocence, he remained in said city until his own arrest, on the 17th of 
November, 1864; that upon his trial no witnesses testified to the slight- 
est knowledge on his part of any such scheme or that he had ever 
uttered one word, or been present when one word was uttered by any 
person at any time or place, relating to any such conspiracy. He 
further represents that upon the closing of the testimony for the Gov- 
ernment, confident of his immediate acquittal and discharge, his case, 
by his own desire and the approval of his counsel, was submitted to 
the judgment of the commission without the introduction of testimony 
and without argument in his defense.- The petitioner admits that he 
was a member of the Order of the Sons of Liberty, but supposed it to 
be a purely political and lawful organization. e states that he has 
now no doubt “but that there were persons connected with said order 
(and some of them in high positions therein) who did entertain treason- 
able designs against the Government and who designed, if possible, to 
make use of that order to accomplish their purposes.” But he avers 
his utter ignorance of all such designs and purposes, and declares that 
he would have been at all times wholly opposed to them. He refers 
to the case of Judge Buckner 8. Morris, a very prominent member 


“See April 21, p. 502. 
t Published in Executive Document No. 50, House of Representatives, Thirty-ninth 
Congress, second session. 
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of the Order of Sons of Liberty, acquitted by the commission under 
the same charges upon which the petitioner was found guilty, and 
he declares his belief that “had he had the benefit of the testimony 
for the defense applicable to both Judge Morris and himself, the 
petitioner also would have been acquitted.” He states further that 
he is but twenty-two years of age; that he is the sonof S. M. Semmes, 
for many years past a well-known lawyer of Maryland and who has 
always been a loyal citizen in his political views and in his conduct; 
that he has never been in the Confederate service; never favored the 
doctrine of secession, and has never entertained for a moment any idea 
of resistance to the Government of the United States. He begs that 
the President will consult Colonel Burnett, judge-advocate, and Colonel 
Wisewell, a member of the commission, upon the merits of his case. 

The statements in the foregoing petition are declared to be strictly 
reliable by T. W. Bartley and Thomas M. Key, counsel for Semmes and 
Judge Morris on their trial; and they state that the explanatory evi- 
dence given on the defense of Morris and on which he was acquitted, 
as fully exculpated Semmes as it did Morris. 

The absence of Colonel Murray’s name from the recommendation to 
pardon is explained in a note to the petition signed by Thomas M. 
Key, esq., to the following effect: 

The name of Colonel Murray, the president, is not attached to the recommenda- 
tion; but I am informed by Colonel Lathrop, of the commission, that Colonel Murray 
instructed him to attach his signature, which was not done for want of access to 
the paper. 

The record of the trial of the petitioner and his co-defendants has 
been carefully examined. Its great magnitude, and the consequent 
length of time required for its critical and intelligent study, have pre- 
vented an earlier preparation of this report. The conclusion arrived at 
by this Bureau is, that the petitioner committed an error in submitting 
his case to the determination of the commission at the close of the evi- 
dence for the prosecution without waiting for the introduction of the 
testimony for the defense. Although confessedly a member of the 
treasonable Order of Sons of Liberty, and in so far culpable, it is believed 
that the evidence is extremely slight which goes to fasten upon him a 
knowledge of the evil designs of the more prominent members of the 
order. A study of the record makes it clear that a large majority of 
the members of the society, though bound together by oaths and prin- 
ciples of a nature which should have opened their eyes to the danger 
and disloyalty of their course, were kept in intentional ignorance of the 
deliberately treasonable purposes of their leaders, and it is believed 
that Semmes is tu beclassed with this cheated and uninstructed majority. 
The influence and authority of Semmes in the order are shown to have 
been so trifling in themselves, and especially when contrasted with the 
prominent position held therein by Judge Morris, whose tongue was 
never weary in the utterance of disloyal sentiments at the frequent 
wectings of the soviety, and whose pulitical proclivities may be known 
from the simple fact that he belonged to the so-called peace wing of the 
Democratic party, that it is difficult to escape the belief that Semmes’ 
impatience of longer confinement, the result of a consciousness of his 
innocence of intentional treason, has been the chief cause of his convic- 
tion of the fearful crimes for which he has been brought to trial. Had 
he waited with patience for the legitimate conclusion of the trial, it is 
thought that the same influences which led the commission to acquit the 
far more guilty Morris would have operated to effect the release of 
Semmes, 
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It is respectfully recommended that the petitioner be pardoned and 
discharged. 
In absence of the Judge-Advocate-General : 
A. A. HOSMER, 
Major and Judge-Advocate, 


COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, EXECUTIVE DEPY., 

Boston, June 7, 1865. 

Maj. Gen. KE. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Agent and Oom. of Exchange of Prisoners, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: In addition to the statements in my letter of the 2d 
instant in the matter of the boys, Charles Fairfax Kevaleon and Charles 
Gerrish Amos, captured in Texas with a portion of the Forty-second 
Massachusetts Regiment, I have the honor to state that Iam to-day 
informed by Mrs. Revaleon that the only intelligence that she has 
received concerning her son is from one Hersey, a private in the Forty- 
second, who told her on his return that her son was sent to Houston 
and was living with a Judge Wheelock. She was told by another per- 
son that both the boys, who are related, were together in the prison at 
Galveston as slaves of the keeper of the prison. The relatives of these 
boys are very respectable people, and are well known in their occupa- 
tion to very many of our best citizens. 

His Excellency the Governor directs ne to thank you for your atten- 
tion to this matter and to express his hope that no effort will be spared 
to recover them. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. WARE, 
Major and Acting Military Secretary. 


{Indorsement. ] 


OFFICE COMMISSIONER OF EXCHANGE. 
A copy of the within was sent to General Canby June 12, 1865, with 
an indorsement by General Hitchcock referring the same to General OC. 
for consideration, with note from General H. of 5th instant. 


DEPOT OF PRISONERS OF WAR, 
Hart’s Island, New York Harbor, June 7, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. C.: 
GENERAL: A considerable tendency to scurvy prevails among the 
prisoners at this depot, aud the purchase of fresh vegetables is strongly 
urged by the medical officers. If the whole are thus supplied the 
expenditure will be large, and it is difficult to discriminate. I have to 
request to know your views in this matter, asI think the matter should 
eat to at once, unless there is a fair prospect of their speedy 
release. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. WESSELLS, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 
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Wak DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
June 8, 1865. 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. N. A. MILEs, U. S. Volunteers, 
Comdg. District of Fort Monroe, Old Point Comfort, Va.: 

S1z: Your letter of the 6th instant has been received, inclosing one 
addressed, under cover of Colonel Roberts, to Jefferson Davis, 

The Secretary of War directs me to say that no authority can be 
claimed by, or must be accorded to, any person to see Mr. Davis on the 
score of permission being given by the War Department, unless such 
permission is exhibited in writing and duly signed by the Secretary or 
the Adjutant-General. The Secretary desires you not again to admit 
Rey. Mr. Chevers, chaplain at Old Point, to see Mr. Davis without 
special instructions to that effect. 

I telegraphed in answer to your inquiry concerning writing mate- 
rials as foliows, June 6: 

The Secretary of War says you may furnish writing materials to Mr. Davis suffi- 
cient for the specific purpose of accepting or declining Mr. O’Conor’s offer. 

Iam, &ce., 
E, D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., June 8, 1865. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. M. BURKE, 
Commanding Fort Lafayette, New York Harbor: 

GENERAL: In reply to your letter of the 5th instant, in reference to 
the rations to be issued to the prisoners of state, I beg to inform you 
that under the orders of the War Department the reduced rations will 
be issued. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. 8S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S CFFICE, June 8, 1865. 


Maj. Gen. Q. A. GILLMORE, U. 8. Volunteers, 
Commanding Department of the South, Hilton Head, 8. Q.: 


In reply to your report of the capture of Mr. Yulee the President 
directs that he be confined until further orders in Fort Pulaski.* 


Acknowledge receipt. 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., June 9, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. WESSELLS, 
Commanding Hart's Island, New York Harbor, N. Y.: 

GENERAL: In reply to your letter of the 7th instant in reference to 
the tendency to scurvy among the prisoners of war at Hart’s Island I 
beg to say that General Orders, No. 109, inclosed to you yesterday, will 
very soon relieve you of all the prisoners, and in the meantime, if you 
find it desirable, you can order the purchase of vegetables from the 


*For other correspondence in relation to the arrest of Mr. Yulee, see Series I, Vol. 
XLVII, Part IIT. 
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prison fund so far as they are deemed indispensable by the surgeon in 
charge. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. 8S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


HEADQUARTERS Fort MCHENRY, MD., June 9, 1065. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. WILLIAM HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. C.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to request that you will please inform 
me as to whether any of the within-named parties, who were captured 
with Jeff. Davis and family, will be released under General Orders, 
No. 109, War Department, Adjutant-General’s Office, dated Washing- 
ton, D. C., June 6, 1865, 
L am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN F. MOUNT, 
Major, Seventh New York Artillery, Commanding Post. 


Maj. Victor Maurin, Capt. George V. Moody, [Tirst Lieut. Leland 
Hathaway, Midshipman Jeff. D. Howell, Private Johu Messick, Private 
William M. Monroe. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS 
U.S. ForcrEs ON THE KIO GRANDE, 
No. 4. Brazos Santiago, Tex., June 9, 1865. 


1. Col. Charles Black, prevost-marshal-general, will proceed to 
Brownsville, Tex., for the purpose of paroling all prisoners of war at 
that place, in accordance with the terms of the convention agreed upon 
between Maj. Gen. E. R.S. Canby and General LE. Kirby Smith. 

* * * * * * * 

Brig. Gen. E. B. Brown, commanding at Brownsville, will designate 
the proper officers to receive the surrendered property, and will render 
such other assistance as may be necessary. 

* * * * 


By order of Maj. Gen. F. Steele: 


* * * 


JOHN F. LACEY, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington, D. C., June 10, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. E. R. 8. CanBy, New Orleans: 
Send Governor Moore to Fort Pulaski.* 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY OF PRISONERS, 
. Camp Douglas, Ill., June 10, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. U.S. GRANT, Commanding General U. 8. Army: 
GENERAL: We, the undersigned, (late) officers in the Confederate 
Army, do respectfully represent to you that, under an agreement made 


*For correspondence relating to Governor Moore not nbli hed in thi i 
Series I, Vol. XLIX, Part II. RERNARET ED SOAR Bek eer B60 
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between yourself and Geueral Lee for the supply of prisoners of war, 
we were ordered on our parole from Johnson’s Island in the month of 
February last, for the purpose of distributing the proceeds of cotton 
sold in New York to prisoners of war confined at Camp Douglas. We 
respectfully represent that our mission has terminated some time ago, 
and we have made an application, through these headquarters and 
approved by the commanding geueral of this post, either to be paroled 
upou the terms granted by yourself to our respective commands, or 
that we may be allowed to return to our families (from whom we have 
been absent duriug the progress of the war) upon taking the oath of 
allegiance. These applications were made shortly after the surrender 
of General Lee’s army to you at Appomattox Court-House, and prior 
to the late proclamation of amnesty by the President, and as they have 
not been acted upon, we are induced to renew our most earnest anpli- 
cation to you, either to extend the limits of our parole, that we may be 
allowed to returu to the bosom of our families, or upon taking the oath 
of allegiance we may be released from imprisonment. 
Hoping, general, that you will fully appreciate our present anomalous 
position as prisoners of war in peace times, and will so act as te secure 
our release, 
We are, very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
MILTON D. BABER, 
Colonel Forty-fifth Arkansas Regiment. 
WM. C. CLIFTON, 
LTieutenant-Colonel Thirty-ninth Alabama Regiment. 
A. L. MCAFEE, 
Major, Sixth Confederate Battalion of Cavalry. 


[First indorsement.} 


HEADQUARTERS Post OF CHICAGO, 
Camp Douglas, Ill., June 10, 1865. 
Respectfully indorsed. The facts are as stated in the within appli- 
cation. The deportment, conversation, spirit, and entire conduct of 
the within-named applicants since their arrival at this post, February 
20, 1865, has been such as to win my strong personal regard and official 
confidence. Believing that to grant their request would do them a 
kindness and could work uo injury to the cause of the Government, 
but advance its interests, I respectfully recommend them to be dis- 
charged from custody on such terms as shall be deemed best. 
B. J. SWEET, 
Brevet Brigadier-General, Commanding Post. 


(Second indorsement.] 


Respectfully forwarded to the Secretary of War with the recommen- 
dation that all rebel officers who were paroled for the purpose of dis- 
tributing supplies to Confederate prisoners be permitted to go to their 


on parole. 
ae F U. 8S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


[Third indorsement.] 


Wak DEPARTMENT, June 15, 1865, 


d and referred to General Hoftman. 
al ce E. M. STANTON, 


Secretary of War. 
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WASHINGTON, June 10, 1865. 
Maj. J. F. Mount, 
Commanding Fort McHenry, Baltimore, Md.: 


The prisoners of war reported in your letter of the 9th instant will 
be held till further orders. 
W. HOFFMAN, 


Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


RICHMOND, VA., June 10, 1865. 
Brigadier-General GORDON, 
Commanding District of Eastern Virginia, Norfolk, Va.: 

You will retain in the military prison in Norfolk all such prisoners 
as were sent there for offenses for the commission of which they were 
subject to the Articles of War. All others will be turned over to the civil 
authorities. You will discharge every civilian employed in the prison 
and fill their places by details from the troops under your command. 

By order of Major-General Ord: 

N. M. CURTIS, 
Brevet Major-General, U. 8S. Volunteers, and Chief of Staff. 


GENERAL WAR DEPARTMENT, 
CouRT-MARTIAL ORDERS, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 283. Washington, June 12, 1865. 


In compliance with General Orders, No. 98, War Department, Adju- 
tant-General’s Office, May 27, 1865, the sentences of the following- 
named prisoners, now in confinement for ‘‘during the war,” are re- 
mitted, and the prisoners will be immediately discharged upon taking 
the oath of allegiance: 


ALBANY PENITENTIARY. 


1. John R. H. Embert, now or late of the so-called Confederate Army. 

CHARGE I: Acting as a spy. 

OHARGE II: Violation of the laws of war, as laid down in paragraph 
86 of General Orders, No. 100, from the War Department, April 24, 1863. 

FINDING: Guilty. 

SENTENCE: Confinement at hard labor in the Albany penitentiary 
during the war. 


2. Samuel B. Hearn, now or late of the so-called Confederate Army. 

CHARGE I: Acting as a spy. 

CHARGE II: Violation of the laws of war, as laid down in paragraph 
86 of General Orders, No. 100, from the War Department, April 24, 1863. 

FINDING: Guilty. 

SENTENCE: Confinement at hard labor in the Albany penitentiary 
during the war. 


3. Braxton Lyon, now or late of the so-called Confederate Army. 
CHARGE I: Acting as a spy. 
CHARGE II: Violation of the laws of war, as laid down in paragraph 


86 of General Orders, No, 100, from the War Department, April 24, 1863. 
FINDING: Guilty. 


SENTENCE: Confinement at hard labor in the Albany penitentiary 
during the war. 
By order of the President of the United States: 
KE. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEST TENNESSEE, 
Memphis, Tenn., June 12, 1865. 
Col. T. S. BowERs, 


Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D. C. : 


Under the ruling of Attorney-General Speed paroled prisoners of 
war cannot return to their former homes in the loyal States. The 
paroles of the men, however, make no exceptions, and they think they 
are entitled to go to their homes by the terms of the surrender of the 
rebel armies. Many of them arrive at this point daily, destitute, 
expecting to go to Missouri, Kentucky, and elsewhere, and have been 
told by officers that transportation would be furnished by the Govern- 
ment. While it is true that they are not entitled to transportation or 
subsistence by the Government, yet I would respectfully submit the 
oan if it would not be better to send them home than that they 

td be allowed to encumber and depredate upon the community, 
which their destitute condition will compel them to do if not assisted. 
It is true they might be billeted on the people here—rebel sympa- 
thizers, if you please—but this would not be just, as nearly all have 
complied with the conditions imposed by Government. I respectfully 
ask if all who are not excepted in the late provlamation who desire to 
go to the loyal States may not be permitted to do so by taking the 
oath of allegiance, and the Quartermaster’s Department furnish trans- 
portation for those who are destitute. 

The policy or regulations for the changed condition of the negro 
should be taken into serious consideration. The most serious diffi- 
culty is compensation for his services. This necessarily must be left 
discretionary with the employer, but something should be done by 
which the employer can be protected as well as the employé. This in 
time will regulate itself, but in the present embryo state of the negro, 
most of whom think freedom means that they are no longer required 
to work and haye a right to appropriate to themselves all they can get, 
I would respectfully suggest that all contracts for labor at present be 
made on the part of the negro by the superintendent of freedmen, 
whese duty it would be to protect both parties. 

Respectfully, &c., 
JNO. E. SMITH, 
Brevet Major-General. 


[Indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES, 
June 26, 1865. 


Respectfully returned. 
much of this communication as relates to freedmen has been 
eferred’ to General Howard, Commissioner of the Bureau of Freed- 
“wad, &e. 

Under the agreement made by General Canby, paroled prisoners of 
war are entitled to transportation to the nearest practicable points to 
their homes, and you are authorized and directed to furnish them trans- 
portation accordingly. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant: 

T. 8S. BOWERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


(JUNE 13, 1865.—For Lee to Grant and Grant’s reply (June 20) in 
relation to indictment of paroled prisoners by grand jury at Norfolk, 
Va., see Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part II], pp. 1275, 1286. ] 


652 PRISONERS OF WAR AND STATE, ETC. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, June 13, 1865. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. MARTIN BuRKE, U.S. Army, 
Commanding Fort Lafayette, New York Harbor: 
(Through Headquarters Department of the East, New York City.) 


Sir: In reply to the request of Messrs. Mallory and Hill, dated the 
7th instant, not to be confined separately in Fort Lafayette, the Secre- 
tary of War directs me to say that he has no objection to their being in 
the same room, provided their safe custody is insured and that they 
have no communication with persons outside. 

Lan, sir, &c., bk. D, TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


{JUNE 13, 1865.— For order directing arrest of L. B. Northrop, see 
Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part I11, p. 1276.] 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE JAMES, 
Richmond, June 15, 1865. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, Raleigh: 


You will arrest Col. William Norris, late Confederate commissioner of 
exchange, and send him to provost-marshal at this place. He is sup- 
posed to have had money in his possession which belonged to our pris- 
oners of war. This should be secured if possible and an account sent 
here. Also send here all books and papers of Captain Morfit turned 
over or found there. The whole matter is being investigated by a 
commission. * 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, 
New Orleans, La., June 14, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. E. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Commissioner for the Exchange of Prisoners, Washington, D. O.: 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communica- 
tion of the 5th instant relating to two colored boys who accompanied 
the Forty-second Massachusetts Volunteers from Boston, were captured 
during the expedition to the Sabine River in the spring of 1864, and 
subsequently sold into slavery at Houston, Tex. In my stipulations 
for exchange with the insurgents west of the Mississippi I have always 
made it a rule to require that persons of this character should be 
regarded as prisoners of war, and I know of no individual cases in 
which this has been complied with. As Texas is now within the limits 
ot General Sheridan’s command, I have referred your communication 
for his action. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ED. R. 8. CANBY, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


*For correspondence relating to Colonel Norris not published in thi i 
Series I, Vol. XLVIL, Part ILL. : SIAN? OF isbiiaten 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION AND CONFEDERATE. 653 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 


By Washington, D. O., June 14, 1865, 
Brigadier-General RICHARDSON, “sc 


Commanding Camp Chase, Columbus, Ohio: 
Send all rebel officers who are not to be released under General 
Orders, No. 109, to Johnson’s Island under suitable guard. 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


' RICHMOND, VA., June 14, 1865. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, Raleigh: 


Send here all prisoners, papers, and witnesses connected with the 
disposition of funds, &c., sent to our prisoners of war through Rich- 


mond. 
H. W. HALLEOK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, June 15, 1865—11.30 a. m. 
Major-General MILES, Commanding at Fort Monroe: 

By order of General Grant, General Dix has arrested John Mitchel, 
at New York, and sent him to Fort Monroe, to be delivered to your 
charge. You will keep hima close prisoner, allowing him communica- 
tion with no one. Inform this Department when he arrives at the fort. 
He is on board the steamer Henry Burden. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., June 16, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. U. 8S. GRANT, 
Comdg. Armies of the United States, Washington, D. C.: 


GENERAL: [ have the honor to return herewith the reports of Major 
Davis upon the condition of the prison depot at Johnson’s Island, Ohio, 
and Rock Island, LIL, with the following remarks:* 

The report of Major Davis doubtless gives a very fair view of the 
state of the command at Johnson’s Island. The undersigned deems 
the One hundred and twenty eighth Ohio Volunteers as ample guard for 
the depot, and he concurs with Major Davis in the belief that the other 
regiment, Sixth Veteran Reserves, may with propriety be ordered to 
other service. The forts were not erected on the recommendation of 
the undersigned, and they are not now necessary for the defense of the 
island. The hospital reported by Major Davis as recently erected was 
authorized by the Secretary of War in September last, and the bar- 
racks were ordered by Major-General Hooker in November. The plan 
in use for the safe-keeping and disbursement of the private funds of 
prisoners has been found by experience to be a very good one; very 
few cases have occurred where money of prisoners in the hands of the 
commanding officer has not been properly accounted for. To put it in 
the hands of a prisoner would be to place it beyond the reach of 
responsibility, and to require the accounts to pass through this office 


* Davis’ reports omitted. 
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would occasion much expense and labor for a matter purely for the 
private benefit of prisoners of war, but with very little advantage to 
them. Any excess of employés or means of transportation will be 
dispensed with. ; 

The report of Major Davis in regard to Rock Island is doubtless also 
correct. The relief of the One hundred and eighth Colored Infantry 
would have been récommended ere this, but the size of the camp is 
such that a small number of prisoners require nearly as many men to 
guard them asa large number. In view of the speedy release of all 
prisoners at Rock Island it is now recommended that this regiment be 
assigned to other duty. The remarks in reference fo private funds of 
prisoners at Johnson’s Island apply equally well to Rock Island. 
Money sent to prisoners has perhaps been too often kept from them by 
the dishonesty of those who had the examining of their letters, but when 
funds are once in the hands of the commanding officer there is rarely any 
loss, and itis believed that in the few cases where such things have 
unavoidably occurred the money has been made good to the prisoners. 

The post fund is accounted for under the Army Regulations ‘to the 
Adjutant-General and not to this office. The account of the prison 
fund is rendered to this office, and the amount shows that it is well 
administered. The weekly report made to this office of the condition 
of the depot shows a better state of police than is reported by Major 
Davis. - ; 

The depot at Rock Island is too Jarge to be occupied by a small num- 
ber of prisoners, and for such as may remain in custody it is respect- 
fully recommended that Fort Delaware be used in preference. If it is 
desirable to relieve the fort of the presence of prisoners, Camp Chase 
is recommended as being next most convenient, it being very central 
and being divided into three prisons, where officers, soldiers, and citi- 
zens may be confined separately. 

The barracks at Rock Island for guard and prisoners are very good, 
and the inclosure may be so divided at no great cost as to make it con- 
venient to hold a-small or large number of prisoners there. There will 
probably not be over 250 officers to be held after the execution of Gen- 
eral Orders, No. 109. 

I respectfully suggest that Capt. Matthew H. Kollock, of the One 
hundred and eighth U.S. Colored ‘Troops, reported as deserted from the 
naval service, is unfit to hold a commission in the army. 

I deem it proper in this place respectfully to suggest that quite 
extensive works having been erected on Johnson’s Island, it would be 
advisable before returning it to its owner to decide the question as to 
the propriety of securing it for the location of a naval station for the 
defense of the northern frontier. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. 8S. Army, Commissary- General of Prisoners. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
: Washington, D. C., June 16, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 
Commanding U. S. Army, Washington, D. C.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose herewith lists* of citizen pris- 
oners in confinement at various military prisons without charges or not 


*Omitted. 
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under sentence. Some at Nashville are awaiting sentence. I respect- 
fully suggest that all who are not charged with any offense, and those 
against whom there are no serious charges upon which they may be 
immediately tried, be at once released on their taking the oath of 
allegiance. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. 8. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


Hpaqrs. Miuitary DIsTRicT oF Fort Monrog, 
Fort Monroe, Va., June 16, 1865. 


Brig. Gen. E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D. C.: 


GENERAL: Inclosed I have the honor to forward the corrected letter 
of the prisoner Davis to Charles O’Conor, New York City. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Brevet Major-General, Commanding. 


{Inclosure.] 


FORTRESS MONROE, VA., June 15, 1865. 


CHARLES O’Conor, Esq., &c., New York, N. Y.: 

My D&AR Sire: On the 7th instant I addressed you a letter and 
sent it to the commanding officer at this place for transmission ; it has 
this day been returned to me because of objection made at Washing- 
ton to a sentence in regard to those who you informed me had taken 
notice of my case. That sentence being omitted, the following is a 
copy of the letter above referred to : 


FORTRESS MONROE, VA., June 7, 1865. 
CHARLES O’CONOR, Esq., &c.: 

My Dear Sir: Yours of the 2d instant was laid before me yesterday, and to-day 
permission has been granted to me to make a specific reply to your offer. Formally, 
then, I accept your tender of services as my counsel and offer my grateful acknowl- 
edgments for your kindness. * * * : ; 

After my capture as a prisoner of war the proclamation publicly accusing me and 
offering a reward for my arrest reached the section where I then was. Since my 
arrival here all knowledge of passing events has been so rigorously excluded that I 
am quite ignorant as to any proceedings instituted against me, as well as the char- 
acter of the evidence on which they could have been founded, and consequently 
cannot judge what kind of testimony will be required for my vindication. 

Though reluctant to tax you with the labor of coming here, I must, for the con- 
siderations indicated, request you to obtain the requisite authority to visit me for 
the purpose of a full conference. 


i i i tfull d trul 
Again tendering to you my sincere thanks, I am, very respectfu Seep eee 


Ihave adhered to the former mode of expression rather than any 
which might more fully present my wishes, because it is not likely to 
be regarded objectionable, the only matter excepted to having been 
omitted, and hope this may reach you at an early day and satisfactorily 
explain the delay of my reply to your magnanimous interposition In my 
behalf. 


sincerel ours 
I am, very do J OUFS, JEFF’N DAVIS 
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{Indorsement.] 


The letter of which above is copy was received Adjutant-General’s 
Office June 17, 1865, and submitted to the Secretary of War, who 
directed me to transmit it to Attorney-General with letter below: 


Wark DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
June 17, 1865. 
Hon. JAMES SPEED, Attorney-General: i 
Sir: By direction of the Secretary of War I have the honor to transmit herewith 
a letter from Jefferson Davis to Mr. Charles O’Conor, of New York, to be forwarded 
or otherwise disposed of as you deem proper. 


Iam, &e. 
fate E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, S. C., June 16, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: Original rolls of the paroled Union prisoners received 
from Confederate authorities near Baldwin, Fla., were forwarded to 
you by mail May 12, 1865. ; 

If men of the Seventy-fifth Ohio, One hundred and seventh Ohio, 
and Seventeenth Connecticut remained behind they did so by desert- 
ing either from camp or hospital. They will be forwarded at once. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Q. A. GILLMORE, 
Major-General. 


CIRCULAR.| OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., June 17, 1865. 
Pursuant to instructions from Lieutenant-General Grant, commander- 
in-chief, you will immediately release, on their taking the oath of 
allegiance, all citizen prisoners in your custody who have no charges 
against them, or against whom there are no seriouscharges upon which 
they may be immediately brought to trial. Doubtful cases will be 
referred to this office. tolls of those released under the order will be 
immediately forwarded to this office; also rolls of those retained after 
the execution of the order. 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bet. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners, 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE JAMES, 
Richmond, Va., June 17, 1865. 
' Brevet Brigadier-General HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington : 

Much complaint is made that prisoners have nothing to eat from 
Point Lookout to Richmond for thirty-six to forty-eight hours; no care 
of the sick, and that they are landed without notice to military authori- 
ties here. Rations for the voyage should be given at Point Lookout, 
and the sick should not be put ashore at Rocketts till ambulances and 
stretchers are ready to take the sick to hospitals. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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Hpgrs, MILITARY DisTRiot oF For? MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., June 17, 1865. 
Byt. Col. Epwarp W. SMITH, Assistant Adjutant-General: 
COLONEL: General Hatlleck’s order confining C. C. Clay requires 
that two sentinels be constantly in the cell with him, the relieving of 
which during the night disturbs and frets him very much. As he is 
not in good health, and as he gave himself up, I would respectfully 
recommend that they be posted outside the grated doors which connect 
the cell with the room in which the officer of the guard is stationed, 
and where they can watch the prisoner just as well as if inside, 
Mr. Clay desires to have the work entitled Bishop Evidences 
of Christianity permitted him. I respectfully ask if it can be granted. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Brevet Major-General of Volunteers. 


Hpqgrs. MiniTaARyY DISTRICT OF ForRT Monrog, 
Fort Monroe, Va., June 17, 1865. 
Received from Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, per Second Lieut. William H. 
Morris, Twentieth New York Independent Battery, one prisoner named 
John Mitchel, late editor of the Richmond Examiner. 
JOHN 8S. McEWAN, 
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


WaARk DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, June 17, 1865. 
CHARLES O’ConoR, Esq., New York City: 

Sir: I am directed by the Secretary of War to acknowledge your 
letter of the 15th addressed to him, received this morning, and to 
inform you in reply that your letter tendering your service as counsel 
to Jefferson Davis was duly delivered to him. A reply was forwarded 
under cover to me which, by direction of the Secretary of War, was 
referred to the Attorney-General, who, deeming it an improper com- 
wunication, advised its return to Mr. Davis for correction. It was 
returned accordingly, since which time nothing further has been 
received from Mr. Davis by this Department. 

Your application that you or your associate should have a personal 
interview with Mr. Davis is deemed inadmissible at present. This 
Department being now charged only with the custody and safe-keeping 
of Mr. Davis, any further communications in reference to him you will 
please address to the Attorney-General. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington City, June 17, 1865. 


The answer of Jefferson Davis to Charles O’Conor was submitted by 
me to the Secretary of War day of its receipt; by his order taken to Mr. 
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Seward, Secretary of State, who retained it, saying he would commu- 
nicate directly with the Secretary of War. To day Mr. Dana, Assist- 
ant Secretary of War, stated it was returned with Mr, Seward’s remark 
“it ought not to be sent to O’Conor in its present form,” and Mr. Dana 
took it (last Monday, the 12th instant) to Mr. Speed, Attorney-General, 
who gave same decision, and Mr. Dana returned it to General Miles with 


that decision. 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., June 18, 1865. 
Col. T. INGRAHAM, 
Pro. Mar. Gen., Defenses North of the Potomac, Washington, D. C.: 
COLONEL: I am directed by the Cominissary-General of Prisoners 
to inform you that the circular order in rel.ition to the release of citizen 
prisoners does not apply to those arrested by order of the Secretary 
of War in connection with the assassination of the late President. 
lam, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. T. HARTZ, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, June 18, 1865—12.30 p.m. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN A. DIx, Commanding, &c., New York: 

On the arrival of the steamer Constitution from New Orleans you 
will commit G. W. Gayle, who comes in charge of Captain Mehattey, of 
General Canby’s staff, to Fort Lafayette, and send Graves and Cantley 
to this city with Captain Mehaffey.* 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

C. A. DANA, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRIOT OF FLORIDA, 
FOURTH SEPARATE BRIGADE, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
Jacksonville, Fla., June 18, 1865, 
Maj. W. L. M. BURGER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of the South: 

Mason: I have the honor to report, in accordance with instructions 
from department headquarters, that D. L. Yulee and A. K. Allison, of 
Florida, have been sent under the charge of Captain Bryant Thirty- 
fourth U.S. Colored Troops, to Fort Palaski, Ga. 

lam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. I, VOGDES, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


*For correspondence relating to G. W. Gayle, not published i i ri 
Series I, Vol. KLIN, Part 1, 8 yle, published in this series, see 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
OFFICE PRovost-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 
Saint Louis, Mo., June 19, 1865. 
Surgeon RANDOLPH, 
Medical Director, Dept. of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo.: 

Sir: The major-general commanding has directed that such paroled 
rebels as are unable to proceed to their homes shall be received into the 
military hospitals and medical aid rendered them. A large number of 
paroled men are here on the levee, some of whom are too sick to move 
and are in a very bad condition. Will you please notify me immedi- 
ately to what hospital or hospitals they must be sent, in compliance 
with the general’s directions? 

Very respectfully, 
J. H. BAKER, 
Colonel and Provost-Marshal-General. 


{Indorsement.] 


MEDICAL DIRECTOR’S OFFICE, 
Saint Louis, Mo., June 19, 1865. 
Respectfully returned to the provost-marshal-general Department of 
the Missouri, with the information that ambulances have already been 
sent to the levee to remove the within-named men to Schofield Bar- 
racks. Those who cannot be accommodated there will be sent to the 


Marine General Hospital. 
JNO. F. RANDOLPH, 
Surgeon, U. 8. Army, and Medical Director. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF TEXAS, 
Galveston, Tex., June 19, 1865. 


THOMAS CAROTHERS, 
Stiperintendent. Texas Penitentiary, Huntsville, Tex. : 

Str: By direction of Major-General Granger, commanding, you will 
without delay send to this place, under proper escort to secure their 
safety, all negroes now in your custody who have been placed there 
because of capture from the U.S. forces, or on account of the law of 
Texas under recent rule directing the imprisonment or assignment’ to 
masters of all the free persons of color within the State. You will also 
send under proper escort all persons who are confined in the peniten- 
tiary solely on account of unfriendly disposition toward the late Con- 
federate authority. It is the design to have thus sent all persons guilty 
of offenses which are not acknowledged to be offenses against justice 
equally in the Northern and Southern States. You will continue to use 
all proper means necessary to prevent violence agaiust the persons and 
property in your charge. General Grange) desires that you report here 
as soon as practicable with full lists of all prisoners, and full statements 
in each case of the crimes for which they have been sentenced to pun- 
ishment. In sending here the men directed to be sent you will have 
full statements of the cases rind eine them. " 

respectfully, your obedient servan 
Lagi ey “yh ’F, W. EMERY, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS Fort DELAWARE, DEL., June 20, 1865. 

Bvt. Brig. Gen. WILLIAM HOFFMAN, 

Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that telegraphic orders direct 

from the Secretary of War prohibit all communication with or between 
Colonels Lubbock and Johnston, either verbally or in writing, and I 
will therefore hold the letter you inclosed to me on the 17th instant for 
delivery to Colonel Johnston, until you inform me whether I have mis- 
interpreted the order, a copy of which I herewith inclose.* 

I am, general, very respectfully, 

A. SCHOEPF, 


Brigadier- General. 


DEPOT FOR PRISONERS OF WAR, 
Harts Island, N. Y., June 20, 1865. 
MEDICAL INSPECTOR-GENERAL U.S. ARMY: 

COLONEL: I have just completed the inspection at this depot, 
required by your order of June 17, respecting the causes of mortality, 
&c., among the prisoners. Thecamp will be cleared of prisoners during 
the week, and as my report will necessarily be delayed in completion 
for a few days, I would respectfully recommend that those remaining 
in hospital be transferred to Davids Island; that. the hospital attend- 
ants (who are prisoners) may also be discharged. General Wessells 
informs me that he will require authority from the Commissary-General 
of Prisoners, also an order to the medical director, to authorize the 
transfer. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. H. LYMAN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Medical Inspector, U. 8S. Army. 


{First indorsement. ] 


MEDICAL INSPECTOR-GENERAL’S OFFICE, June 22, 7865. 


Respectfully referred to the Surgeon-General U.S. Army. 
JNO. M. CUYLER, 
Medical Inspector, U. S. Army, Actg. Medical Inspector- General. 


[Second indorsement. ] 


SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, June 23, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to Medical Director Sloan, U. 8. Army, for 
remark. 
By order of the Surgeon-General: 
W. ©. SPENCER, 
Assistant Surgeon, U. 8S. Army. 


(Third iydorsement. ] 


MEDICAL DIRECTOR’S OFFICE, DEPT. OF THE East, 
New York, June 24, 1865. 
Respectfully returned, with the report that the sick rebel prisoners 
remaining at Hart’s Island (thirty-seven in number) are now in the 


*See Stanton to Schoepf, May 23, p. 569. 
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post hospital at that post. There is no objection to their transfer to 
De Camp Hospital, Davids Island. i 
‘WM. F. EDGAR, 
Surg., U. S. Army, Acting Medical Director, Dept. of the East. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, 
New Orleans, La., June 20, 1865. 
Lieut. Col. C. T. CHRISTENSEN, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Department of the Gulf, New Orleans, La.: 

COLONEL: So far as at present practicable, at a meeting with Major 
Szymanski this morning, the business of the office of agent of exchange. 
of the Military Division of West Mississippi is closed. The papers and 
property pertainipg to the office I have the honor to send to your care. 
The interview of this morning leaves the business thus: Federal pris- 
oners all released and exchanged, excepting 1,111, who were recently 
sent to Benton Barracks on parole. 

Lists of deaths in Trans-Mississippi Department of Federal prisoners 
up to date inclosed. No effects turned over to me. However, Major 
Szymanski informs me that there is a small sum of money to be 
accounted for. Before leaving Shreveport he requested that any fur- 
ther informatiou in regard to deaths be forwarded to him, that he 
might be enabled to account properly for all prisoners; if deceased, 
their effects. 

At any future time I shall be glad to furnish any further information 
in my power ip reference to the business of the office. I should have 
stated that the money accruing from the sale of fifty bales of cotton 
is in the hands of Provost-Marshal-General Starring, to be expended 
under the associate supervision of himself and Major Szymanski for 
the benefit of Louisiana prisoners. 

‘Tam, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. Mc#. DYE, 
Colonel ani Late Agent of Exuchange, Mil. Div. of West Miss. 


No. 165. Saint Louis, Mo., June 20, 1865. 
* * * * * * * 


5. Col. J. H. Baker, provost-marshal-general, will at once cause the 
prisoners confined at the military prison at Alton, Ill, to be removed 
to Gratiot Street Prison, Saint Louis, Mo. All quartermaster’s, com- 
missary, ordnance and medical stores will be turned over to the chiefs 
of the respective staff departments. On vacating the prison at Alton 
w gnard of one officer and five men will be left to take charge of public 
buildings and property. The Commissary-General of Prisoners will be 
notified that the further use of the military prison at Alton, IL. is not 
required. As soon as the provisions of this order have been complied 
with notice to that effect will be given to these headquarters. 

By command of Major-General Dodge: 

J. W. BARNES, 


Commissary-General of Prisoners and Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpqrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
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HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Raleigh, N. C., June 20, 1865. 
General HEATH, Commanding Cavalry: 

GENERAL: 1 spoke to General Schofield on the subject presented by 
you this morning. He said his memory of the correspondence betweea 
Governor Vance and General Johnson. was so indistinct that he did 
not feel justified in writing the letter requested. The papers had been 
sent to Washington and could not be referred to. He stated that the 
impression made upon his mind was that General Johnson made every 
effort to ameliorate the condition of our prisoners; that he did what he 
could do in the face of the authorities to whom he was responsible, 
and acted in the most humane and ‘kindly way. He stated that 
General J{ohnson] promised to give him a written statement of the 
facts in connection with the treatmeiit of our prisoners. This he had 
not received. He thought that this statement, forwarded to Wash- 
ington with a request for copies of*his correspondence with Governor 
Vance, would meet with a favorable consideration and would result in 
having him furnished with the desired official copies. 

Yours, &c., 
A. AMES, 
Brevet Brigadier- General. 


Fort LAFAYETTE, June 21, 1865. 


His Excellency ANDREW JOHNSON, 
President of the United States: 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I have the honor to petition to you for a pardon 
and for the restoration to me of the rights of a citizen of the United 
States. As my confinement here precludes me from the necessary 
information as to the rules and regulations to which this petition 
should conform, I trust that it may not be rejected for informality. IL 
am anxious to do all that may be essential to obtain a pardon, and the 
enjoywent of civil and political rights, to take the oath of allegiance, 
and in good faith to assume, maintain, and observe all the duties and 
obligations of a citizen of the United States, and if any special form be 
necessary to this petition I have the honor to request that either by 
means of a parole or otherwise I may be permitted to ascertain and 
comply withit. While unwilling to advert to others whose antecedents 
or present positions may be analogous to mine, or to suggest compari- 
sons between relative claims to executive consideration or clemency, I 
deem it proper to state frankly certain circumstances of my own case. 
I am now over fifty years of age, and from the casting of my first vote 
to the secession of my State my political life, as exemplified in faith, 
words, and acts, was devoted to the maintenance of the Union. Ne 
man was more ardently attached to or evinced his attachment more 
consistently than myself, within my limited sphere of action. I was 
never a member of a convention or of the Legislature of my State, and 
never advised or counseled her secession. When first elected to the 
U.S. Senate, an honor conferred without my knowledge or request, I 
received, though known to be a Democrat, the vote of the Whig party 
in the Legislature, because, among other considerations, I was known 
to be opposed to disunion in any form, and I can appeal with confidence 
to the revord of my ten years’ service in that body, no less to the per- 
tonal knowledge of my colleagues there, among whom I have the honor 
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to include yourself and Governor Seward, to show that no word or sen- 
timent of disloyalty to the Union ever escaped me. Florida, by a con- 
vention of her people, formally seceded, and at the command of the 
convention, through her Governor, I withdrew from the Senate, an act 
which, in view of its causes and attendant circumstances, was the most 
painful of my career, and retired to private life. Such having been my 
political status up to the withdrawal of my State from the Union, I never 
was and never can be regarded as a leader of secession. 

When the political success of the Republican party culminated in the 
election of Mr. Lincoln the conviction of the Southern mind that it 
would pursue a course uf unjust, unequal, and class legislation toward 
the South, as well with regard to other vital interests as to those of 
slayery, and that submission would equally disgrace, demoralize, and 
impoverish her people, kindled and sustained the fires of revolution. 

Educated and trained in love and reverence for the Union as the 
ark of political safety, I dreaded the perils of secession, and believed 
that ample remedies for all political evils or wrongs, present and pros- 
pective, could be more justly, wisely, and advantageously secured in 
the Union than out of it. Whatever might be the argument in favor 
of secession, as a remedy consistent with the theory of our Constitu- 
tion and Goveriment and the teachings of some of the Jaborers upon 
both, I could only regard it as another name for revolution, and to be 
justified only as a last resort from intolerable oppression. Hence I 
looked anxiously to the committee of thirteen appointed by the Senate 
to consider and report upon sectional difficulties and the means of 
adjustment, and next to the love of the Union and the fraternal feel- 
ing which I believed prevailed in“ every section of the country, for 
some basis of compromise. When the committee failed to report 
either words or grounds of concord—and in my judgment then, as now, 
this failure was rather due to its organization than to the subject 
before it—and after South Carolina had seceded, I still hoped and 
believed that the dread arbitrament of blood would be averted, and to 
this end I exhausted every effort and argument at my command. 

Learning with no less astonishmeut than grief at Washington that 
armed bands of Alabamians and Floridians had assembled at Pensacola 
(my place of residence) to attack Fort Pickens, and knowing that such 
a step would precipitate the country into civil war, whose horrors I 
dreaded, and determined to omit nothing in my power to preserve 
peace and facilitate reconciliation, 1 addressed by telegraph the most 
urgent remonstrance against it to the officer in command, and had the 
good fortune thus to avert a dire calamity. For my interference in this 
matter, no less than for my opposition to disunion, I endured the bitter 
hostility of leading men in my own State. owt? te 

I was residing at Pensacola when, upon the organization, provision- 
ally, of the Confederacy, I received a message from President Davis 
that my services were required at Montgomery. Upon his repeated 
and urgent request I accepted the office of Secretary of the Navy, and 
upon the change of Government in February, 1862, I presented and 
requested the acceptance of my resignation, which President Davis 
declined. Though opposed to secession, I nevertheless regarded the 
commands of my State as decisive of my path of duty, and I followed 
where she led. She had repeatedly honored me beyond, far beyond, 
my merits, by her confidence and favor, and I had accepted her confi- 
dence with ample knowledge of her claims to State sovereignty. I 
will not further advert to the Confederacy than to say that in my judg- 
ment it contained the fruitful elements of its own destruction, and that 
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now, with all the field before me, recognizing its death as the will of 
Almighty God, I regard and accept His dispensation as decisive of the 
questions of slavery and secession. 

Your large views and patriotic labors for the organization of the 
Southern States, and their restoration to the Union as States, entitle 
you to the gratitude which a generous people will not fail to evince. If 
permitted, I would—as would many others whose positions are similar 
to mine—be glad to aid, so far as a private citizen, by precept and 
exainple, might, in conforming my State to her new status under the 
policy which you have adopted. 

- Though not called upon to notice, for the purpose of repelling them 
before jou, charges indirectly made against me, I trust that the general 
interest felt in the subject referred to may justify my doing so in this 
instance. Several newspapers have copied a statement ascribed to Mr. 
Foote, once a member of the Confederate Congress, that U.S. prisoners 
were designedly treated with inhumanity by the Confederate Govern- 
ment, and that their treatment was the result of a plan approved by 
the Cabinet. Having no means of knowing whether Mr. Foote, in fact, 
made this statement, I desire only to say that neither directly nor indi- 
rectly had I any connection whatever with the custody or treatment of 
prisoners; that I was never consulted with reference to their custody 
or treatment; never advised upon it, and have no knowledge that the 
subject in any form was submitted to the Cabinet. Though claiming 
no merit for having, as means and opportunities were afforded to me, 
extended to U. S. prisoners acts of kindness and consideration, evi- 
dences of which may be submitted to you by my friends, I must plead 
the erroneous statement referred toas my apology for alluding to them. 
With great respect, I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
S. R. MALLORY. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Head, 8. C., June 21, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. L. THOMAS, 
Adjutant-General U. 8S. Army, Washington, D. C.: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to state that in view of the feeble health 
of Mr. Trenholm, late rebel Secretary of the Treasury, and the fact that 
he has performed many acts of kindness to Union prisoners, I have 
ordered him to be released from close confinement in Fort Pulaski and 
have paroled him to reside within the corporate limits of the city of 
Columbia, S.C. He will be forthcoming whenever he is wanted.* 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: Q. A. GILLMORE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


NEw York, June 21, 1865. 
MEDICAL INSPECTOR-GENERAL U.S. ARMY: 


COLONEL: In compliance with the inclosed order, + dated Washing- 
tou, June 17, 1865, instructing ine to investigate the causes of mortality 


*For correspondence relating to arrest ot Mr. Trenholm not published i i 
series, see Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part III. P in this 
t Omitted. 
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among the prisoners at Hart’s Island, I have the ‘honor to report that 
2,027 prisoners were received April 7 from Vity Point; 794 prisoners 
were received April 10 from New Berne; 592 prisoners were received 
April 11 from City Point. Of the whole 3,413 prisoners, 1,847 have 
been under medical treatment and 217 deaths have occurred, amount- 
ing to 11.7 per cent. of the sick or 6.3 per cent. of all the prisoners. 
The principal diseases were: Pneumonia, 107 cases, 45 deaths, 42 per 
cent.; chronic diarrhea, 321 cases, 71 deaths, 22 per cent.; scurvy, 51 
cases, 1 death; measles, 26 cases, no deaths primarily; smallpox, 21 
cases, 1 death; erysipelas, 18 cases, 1 death. Some of the cases of 
pneumonia were sequel of the measles, and if so reported would 
diminish very materially the percentage of mortality from the former. 
Of 588 treated in April, 41 deaths, there were hospital accommoda- 
tions for 72. Of 724 treated in May, 112 deaths, there were hospital 
accommodations for 165, Of 535 treated in June, 64 deaths, there were 
hospital accommodations for 115, 

From the above it will be seen that the hospital accommodation 
was insufficient. Six hospital tents outside the prison ward, contain- 
ing 48 beds, and such beds as could be spared in the post hospital (111 
in all having been treated at the latter), and 25 sent at different times 
to the general hospital at Davids Island, comprise all the hospital 
beds which have been available. The remainder of the cases were 
treated in the prison barracks, a portion being set apart for the pur- 
pose, but without the extra diets and comforts afforded those sick in 
the hospital proper. It is asserted that this has had little influence 
upon the mortality, the gravest cases being transferred to hospital and 
a few of those retained in barracks being fatal. It is fair to presume, 
however, that the absence of proper accommodation, hospital diet, and 
comforts in the incipient stages of disease may have given a subse- 
quently fatal tendency to cases which under other circumstances 
would have recovered. - 

The chief cause of the mortality, however, is to be found in the fact 
that large numbers of the prisoners arrived at the depot broken down 
in advanced stages of the disease; some, in fact, moribund and others 
past all hope from treatment. The New Berne detachment, captured 
chiefly in the Carolinas, were nearly all broken down on arrival. It is 
said that less than 100 of them could be considered as well men, or 
even in fair health. The surgeon then in attendance having been 
relieved, more precise information on this point is not now available, 
but it is certain that, the largest percentage of sickness and mortality 
occurred in that detachment. 

The largest proportion of deaths, as seen above, occurred from chronic 
diarrhea, brought with them, and pneumonia, which began to appear 
a few days after their arrival. The few cases of smallpox (more 
properly varioloid) did not begin to show themselves until after vac- 
cination had been nearly completed. The men being poorly clad, the 
weather wet and cold, and the barracks provided with no other bedding 
than such as the prisoners brought with them, the pneumonia cases 
developed rapidly and the reduced vitality of the patients favored a 
typhoid type of that disease, increased, probably, to some extent by the 
crowded and unventilated condition of the barracks. These appear, 
by measurement, to have afforded but 102 cubic feet of air space to each 
man, and with no other ventilation than that afforded by the doors and 
windows on one side. Quite recently openings for ventilation have 
been made upon the other side of the barracks, it constituting the outer 
wall of the prison inclosure. 
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The rations have been good and in the quantity ordered by the 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, which is sufficiently liberal. The 
hospital ration (in the hospital proper outside the prison) has been 
such as is used in our own hospitals, but for those who are necessarily 
treated in a part of the barracks within the inclosure these extra com- 
forts were not provided. The air space afforded these last was 207 
feet. The drainage from the camp is superficial, but good. The sinks 
are outside the camp, but over tide water. The water for cooking and 
drinking is abundant and of excellent quality, from wells. The prison- 
ers have had access, under guard, to the beach, and have availed them- 
selves of it freely for salt-water bathing. They have also been required 
totake daily exercise. The hospital tents were found in excellent order, 
with bedding and medical supplies sufficient, excepting a deficiency 
the past week of opium and stimulants. The requisition was made the 
4th of June, but from some irregularity in form, arising from the inex- 
perience of the surgeon in charge, was not promptly forwarded. In 
view of the condition of the prisoners on their arrival, their destitute 
condition and the state of the weather, combined with the usual 
depressing effect of prison life, the sickness and mortality occurring 
here do not seem excessive. I think, however, that better ventilated 
barracks and ampler supply of clothing and enlarged hospital accom- 
modations would have reduced this to a greater or less extent. The 
number present the 20th, the day of inspection, was 833, including 
forty-eight in hospital. As all are to be released this week, I have 
recommended that the few remaining sick be transferred to Davids 
Island general hospital. 

lam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. H. LYMAN, 
Medical Inspector, U. S. Army. 


AUGUSTA, June 22, 1865—8 p.m. 
Major ECKERT: 


_ The following was sent to Savannah office too late for me to put in 
cipher before leaving for here. I was five days on the way: 


SAVANNAH, June 17. 
General M. C. Meics, Washington : . 

Plead for me that I may be allowed, if not to see, to correspond with my husband. 
The reports harrow me so that under happier circumstances I should be unequal to 
bearing them. Entreat that I may be allowed to go North out of this unhealthy 
climate with my unacclimated little children while my scanty means suffice the pur- 
pose. If required as a witness after putting my elder children to school abroad, I 
will gladly return for the purpose. Or, if allowed to remain in the North until 
after my husband’s trial, I will bind myself not to do anything prejudicial to your 
Gore ment, gre I earn a aus vouch for my rigid adherence to the parole. 

east answer by telegraph. ave been three weeks in suspense. ‘Tell ha 
you know of Mr. Davis’ health? : pel Ma 

MRS. DAVIS. 


[OPERATOR,] 


NEw YorK, June 22, 1865. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON: 


Some seven or eight released 1ebel prisoners are at Battery Barracks 
very sick and destitute. The medical director reports that he has no. 
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authority to render them medical aid. I respectfully ask for authority 
to order it. 
JOHN PECK, 
Major-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, June 22, 1865—2 p.m. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN J. PECK, New York: 


In reply to your telegram of to-day, just-received, you are authorized 
to issue an order to the medical director to furnish such medical stores 
and render such medical aid as may be necessary for the released pris- 
oners at Battery Barracks. If after such order they refuse, report 
immediately. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, June 23, 1865—3 p.m. 
Maj. Gen. Q. A. GILLMORE, Hilton Head, via Charleston: 

The Secretary of War requests that you will inform Judge Campbell, 
at Fort Pulaski, that the letter addressed by him to the Secretary has 
been received and* will be speedily answered, and that his letter to 
Judge Nelson was also received by the judge and the reply forwarded 
to him through the commissoners of exchange shortly before the capture 
of Richmond. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

WM. G. MOORE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


LIBBY PRISON, Richmond, Va., June 23, 1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel ORDWAY, Provost-Marshal- General: 

COLONEL: The undersigned, appointed a board in accordance with 
Special Orders, No. 25, headquarters Department of Virginia, Office of 
Provost-Marshal-General, of June 3, 1865, to investigate charges 
against Robert Ould, late agent of exchange, Confederate States of 
America, and others, having made a thorough investigation into the 
management of the C. S. bureau of exchange, we respectfully submit 
the following report and recommendation: 

We find that Robert Ould, although the head of the exchange depart- 
ment, was in no way responsible in accountability for the moneys which 
passed through that department for Federal or Confederate prisoners 
of war. We find also, by reference to Mr, Ould’s indorsement book, 
that he made frequent efforts to have all moneys and valuables which 
were taken from Federal prisoners by the prison authorities returned 
to them on their being exchanged. We therefore recommend that the 
said Robert Ould be released from arrest, as we find no sufficient 


ounds for confining him longer. 
fl J. McENTEE, 


Lieutenant-Oolonel and President of Military Commission. 
THOS. F. EDMANDS, 


Major Twenty-fourth Mass. Vol. Infty., Member Military Commission. 
J. M. SCHOONMAKER, 


Capt., Twentieth N. Y. State Militia, Recorder Military Commission. 


668 PRISONERS OF WAR AND STATE, ETC. 


[First indorsement.] 


JUNE 25, 1865. 
Approved. Let this prisoner be released. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Second indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA, 
Richmond, June 25, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to Brevet Major-General Turner, commanding 
District of Henrico, who will cause Mr. Ould to be released. This paper 
to be returned with report of action. 
By order of Major-General Terry: 
ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Third indorsement. } 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF HENRICO, 
Richmond, Va., June 26, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to Captain Schoonmaker, who will release Mr. 
Ould. 
By order of Brevet Major-General Turner: 
C. H. HURD, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[Fourth indorsement.] 


LIBBY PRISON, Richmond, Va., June 27, 1865. 
Respectfully returned. Order complied with. 
J. M. SCHOONMAKER, 
Captain, Commanding Prison. 


[Fifth indorsement.] 


: Respectfully returned to department headquarters and attention 
invited to indorsement of Captain Schoonmaker, commandant of 
prison. 
JNO. W. TURNER, 
Brevet Major-General, Commanding. 


[JUNE 24, 1865.] 
His Excellency ANDREW Jv HNSON, 
President of the United States: 


Availing myself of the permission contained in-the proclamation of 
the 29th of May, 1865, I respectfully present this my special application 
for amnesty. I find myself a prisoner in Fort Pulaski by order, it is 
said, of the War Department. Not having been connected with the 
civil or military action of the Confederate Government, but during all 
the course of the late struggle living in the retirement of private life, my 
arrest could not, of course, be owing to any cause arising out of the 
events of that unfortunate conflict. Iam left, therefore, to presume it 
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was owing to the fact that I left my seat in the Senate when the State 
of Florida seceded. If so be the case, I beg leave to submit that I could 
not honorably have done otherwise. 

A convention of the people of Florida had by a vote of sixty-two, out 
of a body of sixty-nine members, passed an ordinance withdrawing the 
State from the Union, and by the order of that convention the delega- 
tion of the State in Congress were expressly and officially instructed, 
through their president, to retire from their seats and return to the 
State. This mandate, in the view I had ever held of my relations to the 
State, was imperative upon me. Upon the theory of the Union enter- 
tained by the political school to which I had always from youth adhered, 
the action of my State in her sovereign capacity was conclusive upon 
all her citizens, and especially upon those who held a representative 
relation to her. In this belief, honestly held, I respectfully submit that 
I could not consistently have declined obedience. Nor in my case 
would a contest with my State, had I desired to undertake it, have 
availed anything, as my term would have closed by its own limitation 
in a few weeks afterward, viz, on the 4th of March, 1861. e 

Ican truly say I did not “leave my seat in the Congress of the United 
States to aid the rebellion.” This is sufficiently proven by the circum- 
stance that I did not, in fact, aid it, having taken no part in the forma- 
tion nor conduct of the Confederate organization. I withdrew not in 
the spirit of rebellion, nor with the expectation of a conflict of force, but 
solely, as before said, from the motive of obedience to the will of my 
State, and in the sincere expectation and hope of a peaceful solution of 
the unhappy issue by an ultimate convention of the States or some other 
mode of arrangement between them. That this expectation and hope 
of a peaceful solution of the issue raised by secession might reasonably 
at that time have been indulged independently of the opinions I per- 
sonally held, will be shown, I think, by reference to the annual message 
of the President delivered upon the assembling of Congress in Decem- 
ber, 1860, and the official opinion of the Attorney-General of the pre- 
ceding month (November 20), which opinions were not disputed nor 
condemned by any action of the Congress to which they were addressed. 
I had been opposed to the division in the Democratic convention at 
Charleston, and advised the Democratic State convention of Florida in 
a letter read to that body against sending delegates to the Richmond 
convention. I looked to a constitutional convention of all the States as 
the preferable and proper mode of adjusting the differences which had 
grown up between the sections, and so indicated in a brief letter written 
during the summer of 1860, which was published. 

I did not advise nor stimulate secession of the State, considering that 
in so responsible a step each citizen should act according to his own 
unbiased judgment. But I owe it to a proper frankness to add that I 
deeply sympathized in the feelings of my wronged section, and believed 
that the danger to her peace and security, from the ascendency in the 
Government of a sectional party hostile to the form of her society, 
was imminent and extreme. Therefore, the idea of a convention of the 
States not having seemed acceptable, I approved the act of my State as 
a social and political necessity and duty. Idid nothing, nor said any- 
thing, in the Senate to excite or aggravate irritation within that body, 
nor to influence nor exasperate the public mind without, as the record 
of debates will show. 1 earnestly declare that the opinions which con- 
trolled my course, and all the acts I performed, while I served as a 
public agent, so far as they were connected with the subject of the late 
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civil comniotions, were conscientiously believed to be right and dutiful. 
I frankly own that events haye seriously shaken the foundations of my 
opinions, and to much extent affected my views; but the occasion is not 
appropriate to expression of any change, since my present circumstances 
might bring my motives unjustly into question. Ho 8 

Upon my return home I immediately withdrew to private life, in 
pursuance of a previously announced purpose, and so remained since 
then to the time of my arrest. This purpose I still entertain for my 
few remaining days. As before stated, I did not participate in the 
civilor military organization or action of the Confederate Government. 
I consider that the war has evolved and embedded in the Government 
two leading facts which must, and legitimately should, exercise a per- 
manent control in American politics, namely, the fact as respects our 
social structure, that involuntary servitude is abolished forever, and 
the other fact as respects our political structure, that the Union is 
national. Universal freedom and American unity must now be 
regarded as fundamental principles in the Government of the United 
States, and therefore cardinal points of policy. So believing, I accept 
thém in good faith and am prepared to aid their beneficial development. 
As one of the consequences of the recognition of nationality in the 
Government of the Union, there follows, in my judgment, the obliga- 
tion of a direct and superior allegiance of the citizen to the Government 
of the United States in all matters falling within the sphere of the 
Federal powers, and therefore I can bonestly undertake, and shall 
truly perform, the daties of an allegiant citizen of the United States, 
according to the oath I have taken this day. To you who are familiar 
with the antecedents of political parties and public men, and with the 
theories and issues which have divided the country for many years 
past, I have not deemed it necessary to do much more than distinctly 
present my prayer. I am induced also to hope that while the brevity 
of this application may bring it more speedily under your consideration, 
it willnot repel your favor. For whatever acts I have done which may 
by Your Excellency be considered in violation of the Constitution or 
laws of the United States, I ask from you, who represent the national 
will, a full amnesty. 


DAVID L. YULEE. 


Fort PULASKI, June 24, 1865. 

David L. Yulee, a prisoner confined in Fort Pulaski by the order of 
Major-General Gillmore, commanding the Department of the South, 
hereby declares under oath that in making application to the President 
for pardon under the invitation of the proclamation of amnesty of May 
29, 1865, he supposes, without being sure, that he may be regarded as 
falling within the fourth, twelfth, and thirteenth exception clauses of 
the said proclamation and under no others. 


D. L. YULEE. 


Sworn to before me this 24th day of June, 1865. 
JOS. B. RIFE, 
First Lieutenant, Sixth Infantry, U. 8. Army, 
Post Adjutant and Local Provost-Marshal. 


_NotE.—The affiant, while supposing he may in advance of a con- 
sideration of his case be regarded as falling within the fourth and 
thirteenth as well as the twelfth exception clauses, and therefore to 
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comply fully with the requirements of General Orders, No. 38, of the 
District of Georgia, has called attention to them; thinks it proper to 
add that he does not regard himself as falling strictly under any other 
than the twelfth, the fourth and thirteenth not being applicable to his 
case, as will appear by reference to the memorial which this affidavit 
accoinpanies, 

I, David L. Yulee, do solemnly swear in presence of Almighty God 
that I will henceforth faithfully support and defend the Constitution of 
the United States, and the Union of the States thereunder, and ‘that I 
will in like manner abide by and faithfully support all laws and proc- 
lamations which have been made during the existing rebellion with 
reference to the emancipation of slaves: so help me God. 
idee asic at Fort Pulaski, and sworn to on the 23d of June, A. D. 

65, 

PD. L. YULEE. 

Sworn to before me this 24th of June, 1865, 

JOS. B. RIFE, 
First Lieutenant, Sixth Infantry, U. 8S. Army, 
Post Adjutant and Local Provost-Marshal. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., June 24, 1865. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. W. P. RICHARDSON, 
Commanding Camp Chase, Columbus, Ohio: 

GENERAL: With reference to your communication of the 3d instant 
in relation to the killing of B. F. Eubanks by William R. Pettus, both 
prisoners of war at Camp Chase, I am directed by the Commissary- 
General of Prisoners to inform you that it has been decided that in cases 
of this character of homicide of one rebel prisoner by another at one of 
our prison camps the crime is not one that can properly be taken cog- 
nizance of by a U. S.. military court. If the local criminal tribunals 
should desire to pass upon this or any other similar case, the post com- 
mandant would properly respond to a formal request to that effect 
by placing the accused party in the hands of the criminal authorities 
for trial. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servaut, 
; W. T. HARTZ, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Lipsy Prison, Richmond, Va., June 24, 1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel ORDWAY, Provost Marshal-General: 

COLONEL: The undersigned, appointed a board in accordance with 
Special Orders, No. 25, headquarters Department of Virginia, Office of 
Provost-Marshal-General, of June 3, 1865, to investigate charges 
against Maj. Isaac H. Carrington, C. S. Army, late provost-marshal of 
Richmond, and others, respectfully submit the following report: _ 

Major Carrington was arrested on the supposition that he could give 
information regarding Capt. U. Morfit, assistant quartermaster, ©. S. 
Army, the custodian of moneys taken from Federal prisoners of war. 
As soon as occasion offered the said Major Carrington volunteered the 
information that he had in his possession an amount of money left with 
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him by the said Captain Mortit, as he alleged, for safe-keeping. Major 
Carrington has delivered said money to the provost-marshal. general of 
the Department of Virginia. He also gave information which led to the 
arrest of Captain Morfit. We find no evidence of a collusion between 
Carrington and Morfit for the purpose of defrauding Federal prisoners 
‘of their money, nor do we find evidence of any dishonorable act on the 
part of said Carrington. We therefore respectfully recommend that 


he be released from arrest. 
J. McENTEE, 


Lieutenant-Oolonel and President of Military Commission. 
THOS. F. EDMANDS, 


Major Twenty-fourth Mass. Vol. Infty., Member Military Commission. 
J. M. SCHOONMAKER, 


Capt., Twentieth N. Y. State Militia, Recorder Military Commission. 
[First indorsement.] 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA, 
Richmond, Va., June 25, 1865. 
Respectfully forwarded to headquarters Military Division of the 


James. 
ALF. H. TERRY, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Second indorsement.] 
JUNE 27, 1865. 
Approved. Let him be released. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


{Third indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA, 
Richmond, Va., June 27, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to Brevet Major-General Turner, commanding 
District of Henrico, for compliance with indorsement from headquar- 
ters ey Division of the James. These papers to be returned with 
report. 
By command of Major-General Terry: 
ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
{Fourth indorsement. } 
HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF HENRICO, 
Richmond, Va., June 29, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to Captain Schoonmaker, who will comply with 
order trom headquarters Military Division of the James. 
By order of Brevet Major-General Turner: 
OARS s Ham = 08.0 Be 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Fifth indorsement. } 


Lippy PRison, Richmond, Va., June 30, 1865. 


_ Respectfully returned. The within-named has been released accord- 
ing to orders. 
J. M. SCHOONMAKER, 
Captain, Commanding Prison, 
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Hpqrs. MILITARY DIsTRICT oF ForT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., June 25, 1865. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


GENERAL: Owing to the delicate health and nervous prostration of 
the prisoner Clay, and which he attributes to his confinement, he 
requests that the two sentinels in the cell with him may be placed just 
outside the grated doors communicating with the room in which is sta- 
tioned the officer of the guard with two other sentinels, as the locking 
and unbarring of the doors in changing the relief every two hours 
awakens him, and sometimes he cannot sleep at all. I would approve 
the request, as he would be under the eyes of the sentinels placed at 
the doors, which are iron-grated. His physician recommends that he 
be allowed to walk one hour a day under guard in the open air inside 
the fort, and which he thinks would sustain his health. The case of 
Davis is different, as I think him to be as strong now as he was the 
day he entered the fort. The statements in the papers that his health 
is declining under his imprisonment are utterly false, and in my opin- 
ion are intended to excite sympathy in the North. The report that a 
correspondent had been allowed to enter the prison is without founda- 
tion and untrue, as not one has even approached it. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Brevet Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, June 27, 1865. 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. N. A. MILES, U.S. Volunteers, 
Commanding District of Fort Monroe, Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Sir: Your letter of the 25th instant has been submitted to the Secre- 
tary of War. He approves the arrangement you recommend for the 
benefit of the health of the prisoner Clay, and authorizes you to extend 
to him at your discretion the privilege of walking for exercise in the 
open air, provided under all circumstances he is allowed no chance to 
effect his escape. . 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
j E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WASHINGTON, June 27, 1865. 


Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 

I would respectfully recommend that all of the officers now at Fort 
Delaware be discharged on taking the oath of allegiance. All coming 
within the range of existing orders for the discharge of rebel prisoners 
have already been discharged from that place. I would alsorecommend 
that general direction for the discharge of all remaining prisoners be 
given, to be executed by commanders of prisons as present orders for 
the discharge of prisoners is carried out. This will enable us to dis- 


oldiers and diminish expenses materially. 
charge a great many 8 WS GRANT 


Tieutenant- General. 
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Fort PULASKI, GA., June 27, 1865. 
List of State prisoners held in custody at Fort Pulaski, Ga. 


R. M. T. Hunter, Virginia, arrived June 5, 1865, ex-rebel Senator; J. 
A. Campbell, Alabama, arrived June 5, 1865, ex-Assistant Secretary of 
War; James A. Seddon, Virginia, arrived June 5, 1865, ex-Secretary 
of War; A. G. Magrath, South Carolina, arrived’ June 11, 1865, 
ex-Governor of South Carolina; A. B. Moore, Alabama, arrived June 
15, 1865, ex-Governor of Alabama; A. K. Allison, Florida, arrived 
June 19, 1865, ex-Governor of Florida; D. L. Yulee, Florida, arrived 
June 19, 1865, ex-U. S. Senator; Thomas L. |Charles] Clark, Missis- 
sippi, arrived June 25, 1865, ex-Governor of Mississipp!. 

M. BRYANT, 
Captain, Sixth U. 8. Infantry, Commanding Post. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE PACIFIC, 
No. 52. San Francisco, Cal., June 27, 1865. 


I. Before a military commission which convened in the city of San 
Francisco, Cal., May 22, 1865, pursuant to Special Orders, No. 111, 
dated May 18, 1865, headquarters Department of the Pacific, San Fran- 
cisco, Cal., and of which Col. Edward McGarry, Second Cavalry 
California Volunteers, is president, were arraigned and tried— 


T. E. Hogg, E. A. Swain, John 8. Hiddle, W. L. Black, T. J. Grady, R. B. Lyon, and 
Joseph Higgin. 


CHARGE: Violation of the laws and usages of civilized war. 


Specification.—In this, that they, the said T. E. Hogg, E. A. Swain, John §. Hiddle, 
W. L. Black, T. J. Grady, R. B. Lyon, and Joseph Higgin, being commissioned, 
enrolled, enlisted, or engaged by the Government of the so-called Confederate States, 
at war with the United States, did, on or about the 10th day of November, 1864, 
come on board the U. 8. merchant steamer Salvador, then lying in the friendly port 
of Panama, New Granada, in the guise of peaceful passengers, without any visible 
mark or insignia indicating their true character as enemies, and did so enter on 
board of the said steamer, secretly armed and provided with manacles, with the 
intent, purpose, and object of treacherously rising on the master, crew, and unsus- 
pecting passengers of said steamer when she had reached the high seas, and of cap- 
turing her and the property aboard, and of converting her into a cruiser to prey on 
the commerce of the citizens of the United States. 

To which charge and specification, the prisoners having declined to plead, was 
entered the plea of not guilty. 


FINDING AND SENTENCE. 


The commission, having maturely considered the evidence adduced, finds the 
accused, ‘I’. E. Hogg, E. A. Swain, Jonn S. Hiddle, W. L. Black, T. J. Grady, R. B. Lyon, 
and Joseph Higgin, as follows: : 
. Of the specification, guilty. 

Of the charge, guilty. 

And the commission does therefore sentence them and each of them, the said T. E. 
Hogg, E. A. Swain, John S. Hiddle, W. L. Black, T. J. Grady, R. B. Lyon, and Joseph 
Higgin, to be hung by the neck until they are dead at such time and place as the 
proper authority may direct, two-thirds of the members of the commission concurring 


therein. 
II. The proceedings having been submitted to the major-general 
commanding the department, the following are his orders in the case: 
The commission overruled the objection made by the prisoners to 
question asked Captain Davenport by the judge-advocate, as to his 
opinion whether there was sufficient opium in the possession of the 
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prisoners to drug the crew. The objection was well taken and should 
have been sustained, Captain Davenport not having been introduced 
as an expert, and not having been shown to have the necessary special 
knowledge to qualify him to act as such. 

The question as to the amount of opium in the prisoners’ possession 
having been entertained by the commission, the application to have 
the package produced from the trunk of the prisoner containing the 
medicine was proper, and should have been granted. 

Moreover, as the specification does not allege that the prisoners con- 
templated the use, in any way or degree, of poisons in carrying out 
their designs, but that they intended rising in arms on the master, 
crew, and passengers, and as the use of poisonous drugs is an aggrava- 
tion not specified in the charges to which they were called on to 
plead, the subject should not have been taken up, and was properly 
abandoned. 

It was objected that there was no accuser; that a person charged 
with crime must be confronted with his accuser; that no name was 
attached to the charge and specification. 

The charges were signed by the judge-advocate of the department, 
which, under the circumstances, was entirely in accordance with the 
practice in military service. A charge signed by a commissioned 
officer and ordered to be investigated by the general instituting the 
court is all the form that is required. Prisuners are always confronted 
with the witnesses against them, but in the nature of the service it con- 
stantly happens they cannot be, and they seldom are, confronted by the 
officer who prefers the charges, and who may know nothing of the case 
save from the reports he receives. 

Objection was made that the order instituting the court did not 
direct the trial of the prisoners by name. 

The order was in the usual form. It is not necessary that the names 
of the prisoner or prisoners to be tried should be mentioned in the gen- 
eral order convening the court. The order for their trial may be, and 
generally is, separate from the general order. It is frequently in way 
of an indorsement on the charges, or in the way of special instructions 
to the judge-advocate or to the commanding officer having the custody 
of the prisoners. _ 

It is stated in the defense of the prisoners that no copy of charges, or 
the amendment to the charges, was served on them anterior to trial; 
also, that as a matter of right and justice they were entitled to a sep- 
arate trial; that the record does not show the incidents of the trial, 
and that the names of all the witnesses were not furnished them by the 
judge-advocate. 

The prisoners made no plea at the time of their arraignment that 
they were not furnished copies of the charges against them. Even if 
it had been made, the plea would not have been valid further than to 
delay the proceedings, which delay they did not ask. (De Hart, 

. 147. 
e heaaod it is stated by the judge-advocate that it is not true they 
were not furnished with copies of the charges and of the amendment. 
The former he says were given them five days before they were 
arraigned. 

Before a court-martial, as in a court of civil judicature, several offenders who 
commit an offense in concert may be tried either jointly or separately. (Simmons, 


. 140, =r 
P The aeditiea cannot claim as aright that a list of witnesses shall be furnished 


them. (Bennet, p. 63.) 
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The judge-advocate states, however, that, as far as was known at the 
commencement of the trial, a list was furnished. 

It is further stated that a paper entirely respectful to the commission, 
which the prisoners’ counsel had prepared and conceived to be a part 
of their legitimate defense, was rejected, and “‘returned to them with 
an implied rebuke, and no entry suffered to be made of it on the 
record.” 

Such a paper as described should have been received and attached 
to the record. The commission could have given it such weight, if any, 
as it might in their judgment be entitled, but they should not have 
refused to receive and entertain it. 

Also, that the counsel have been compelled to sit absolutely dumb in the presence 
of the court. That they have been so restricted in asking questions under cross- 
examination that it was impossible for them to bring out their defense. 

The commission departed from the long and well-established practice 
of military courts in suffering counsel to address them at all. Military 
courts deal directly with the prisoners on trial. The latter are entitled 
to counsel to advise them what to do or say, and counsel may prepare 
the prisoner’s defense, and it has latterly been conceded that the coun- 
sel may read it, but it should be the prisoners’ own defense and not 
that of the counsel for them. 

Simmons (pp. 183, 184) says: 

They, the counsel, are not to offer the slightest remark, much less to plead or 
argue. A lawyer is not recognized by a court-martial, though his presence is toler- 


ated as a friend of the prisoner to assist him by advice in preparing questions for 
witnesses, in taking notes, and shaping his defense. 


De Hart (pp. 132, 133) says: 


Courts-martial have always been tenacious on the point, and to a certain extent 
not permitting the counsel to interfere in the proceedings by remarks or by pleading 
and argument is very wise and necessary. 


Bennet (p. 65) says: 


It is an admitted maxim in all courts-martial that the counsel is not to address 
the court or interfere in any manner in the proceedings; his presence is only toler- 
ated as a friend of the prisoner. : 

Most of the objections raised in the name of the prisoners were 
purely technical. Of these, not especially noticed, fourteen were as to 
the reception of certain papers found in the possession of the prisoners, 
and of copies of official correspondence growing out of the case. But 
the main paper, the instructions of Mr, Mallory, the Secretary of the 
Navy of the lately so-called Confederate States, after it was proved to 
be genuine, was so admitted by the prisoners and admitted as having 
been found in theirpossession. This and otherunimpeached and unques- 
tioned evidence abundantly proves the few and simple facts alleged in 
the specification, and makes it unnecessary to go further into the ques- 
tion of the testimony. 

This brings us to the consideration of the question: Do the facts 
alleged in the specification and proven by the evidence justify the pro- 
ceedings had in the case? Have the prisoners committed any offense; 
and if so, is it one the commission is competent to try? 

It is claimed that under the Constitution the prisoners are entitled 
to trial by jury; that if their acts in the Bay of Panama constitute any 
offense of which the United States could have cognizance-they should 
pestis the act of 1818, have the benefit of trial before the U.S. civil 
courts. 

It is to be borne in mind that the prisoners have not been tried by 
the military court as citizens of the United States violating its statute 
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laws, but as belligerent enemies to the United States for a violation of 
the rules of war. 

They confessedly formed part of a hostile force engaged in civil war 
against the United States. 

In reference to such— 

The following principles are assumed as incontrovertible: That civil wars are not 
distinguishable from other wars asto belligerent and neutral rights; that they stand 
upon the same ground and are governed by the same principles; that whenever a 
portion of the State seek by force of arms .to overthrow the Government and main- 
tain independence the contest becomes one de facto of war; that in such contests 
the principles of public law in relation to belligerents must govern, and all the 
rights which a state of war gives to pnblic enemies are to be allowed to the respec- 
tive parties engaged in them. (Stevenson to Palmerston.) 

Belligerent rights have been accorded by the United States to the 
parties engaged in this rebellion against them. With those rights go 
also the duties and liabilities of belligerents. If, “as belligerents,” 
persons violate the laws and usages of war, violations not provided 
for in any statute or by the common law, can the U. S. civil courts take 
cognizance of such violations? If not, what tribunal shall? 

During war cases arise which require investigation and frequently 
those which require punishment. Courts-martial have only a limited 
jurisdiction. They take cognizance of offenses arising under the act for 
the government of the armies of the United States known as the Rules 
and Articles of War, which act, save in a few exceptional cases, affects 
only persons in the U.S. military service. It is the court which admin- 
isters the “ military law.” 

Cases which arise in the course of war not provided for by the civil 
courts, which affect persons or cases not liabJe to the U. S. Rules and 
Articles of War, are tried by military commission. (General Orders, 
No. 100, War Department, of 1863.) 

Military commissions, though not created by statute, are yet recog- 
nized by law and by the U. S. Supreme Court to exist, and their action 
is provided for by Congress as a part of the machinery by which war 
is carried on. It is the tribunal before which cases arising under 
what may be called the common law of war are tried. 

Section 5, act of July 18, 1862, calling forth militia, &c., provides 
that the President shall appoint a Judge-Advocate-General, to whom 
shall be sent the records aud proceedings of all “courts-martial and 
military commissions.” 

Section 30, act of March 3, 1863, for enrolling and calling out the 
national forces, &c., provides that in time of war “murder, robbery, 
arson,” &c., “shall be punished by the sentence of a general court- 
martial or military commission.” ; ; 

Section 38, same act, declares that persons found lurking or acting as 
spies in or about any of the fortifications, &c., of the United States 
shall be triable by a general court-martial or military commission. 

Section 1, act of July 2, 1864, provides that department commanders 
may carry into execution sentences of military commissions, as well as 
of courts-martial, against guerrilla marauders for robbery, violation of 
the laws of war, &c. . 

In ex parte Vallandigham (1st Wallace, U. 8, Supreme Court Reports, 
p. 243) the court refused to review the proceedings of a military com- 
mission on certiorari. The question of jurisdiction was not decided. 
Justice Wayne, in delivering the opinion of the court, referred to Gen- 
eral Orders, No. 100, of 1863, defining the jurisdiction of courts-martial 
and military commissions, and said that it applied in cases of rebellion 
and civil war, as well as in foreign war. 
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It may be here remarked that the existence of a common law of war 
is recognized in the act of Congress establishivg rules and articles for 
the government of the armies of the United States, in the oath pre- 
scribed by the Sixty-ninth Article for the members of a court-martial, 
who are required, in cases not explained by the said articles, to be gov- 
erned by the “custom of war in like cases.” feat ap Lagi : 

Military courts are not restricted in their jurisdiction by any terri- 
torial limits. They may try in one State offenses committed in another, 
and may try in the United States offenses committed in foreign parts, 
and may try out of the United States offenses committed at home. 
They have to do only with the person and the offense committed; all 
else is simply a matter of. convenience, of witnesses, of the means of 
assembling a court, &c. 5 

It is conceded that the act alleged to have been committed by the 
prisoners may be in violation of the laws of 1790, 1818, or 1862, and 
may constitute offenses cognizable by the U. S. civil courts; but if so, 
this would not affect the case now under consideration, nor prevent its 
trial by the military commission, for by one and the same act the pris- 
oners may havecommitted several offenses, each to be tried and judged 
by the tribunal having, respectively, jurisdiction of it. 

An offense, in its legal signification, means the transgression of a law. A man 
may be compelled to make reparation in damages to the injured party, and be liable 
also to punishment for @ breach of the public peace in consequence of the same act, 
and may be said, in common parlance, to be twice punished for the same offense. 
Every citizen of the United States is also a citizen of a State or Territory. He may 
be said to owe allegiance to two sovereigns, and may be liable to punishment for 
an infraction of the laws of either. The same act may be an offense, or trans- 
bares of the laws of both. Thus an assault upon the marshal of the United 

tates and hindering him in the execution of legal process is a high offense against 
the United States, for which the perpetrator is liable to punishment, and the same 
act may be also a gross breach of the peace of the State, a riot, assault, or a murder, 
and subject the same person to a punishment under the State laws for a misdemeanor 
or felony. That either or both may (if they see fit) punish such an offender cannot be 
doubted. Yet it cannot be truly averred that the offender has been twice punished 
for the same offense, but only that by one act he has committed two offenses, for 
each of which he is justly punishable. He could not plead the punishment by one 
in bar to a conviction by the other; consequently this court has decided in the case 
of Fox vs. The State of Ohio (5 Howard, 432) that a State may punish the offense of 
uttering or passing false coin, as a cheat or fraud practiced on its citizens, and in 
the case of The United States vs. Mongold (9 Howard, 560) that Congress, in the 
proper exercise of its authority, may punish the same act as an offense against the 
United States. (Moore vs. State of Illinois, 20 Curtis, p. 9.) 

Therefore, a soldier assaulting his commanding officer in the streets 
of San Francisco might by the same act be liable to punishment for 
the offense of a breach of peace, and under the Ninth Article of War 
for the capital offense of striking his superior officer. 

And an officer who should commit forgery would be liable to be tried 
by the civil courts for felony and by the military courts “for conduct 
unbecoming an officer and a gentleman.” 

It is maintained, moreover, that the prisoners were captured before 
they reached the “high seas;” that the going on board of the Salva- 
dor, if that be claimed as the overt act in their offense, was done within 
the jurisdiction of a neutral power, whose jurisdiction is claimed to be 
absolute and exclusive; that the act might be punishable by the laws 
of New Granada, but is no infraction of the laws of war, “for there 
could be no war between the belligerents within the jurisdiction of a 
foreign power.” 

To this it must be said, as a matter of fact, that the bay or gulf of 
Panama is not within the exclusive jurisdiction of any power. That 
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the place, by the testimony before the commission, where the Sal- 

vador was at anchor when the prisoners came on board was more 

than a league from the shore in the open roadstead of Panama, and 

cleariy on the high seas as regarded in this connection. See cases of 

United States v. William Ross, 1 Gallatin, page 624; United States v. 

una & Bailsford, 5 Wheaton, page 204; Kent’s Commentaries, page 
et seq. 

It is true that publicists agree that of all “principles of public law 

there are none more sacred than those which secure the immunity of 
neutral territory trom the exercise of acts of hostility by a foreign 
power,” and that “the law of nations forbids all use of neutral terri- 
tory for hostile purposes, and declares that the rights of war shall 
only be exercised within the territory of the belligerents, on the high 
seas, or without the jurisdiction of any other power.” Yet, notwith- 
standing, had the act and the arrest of the prisoners been made within 
the limits claimed by the neutral power of New Granada, it would 
have been a less departure from the rule, and more clearly an excep- 
tion to it, than was made by General Jackson in the invasion of the 
then Spanish province of Florida in 1818, or by Sir Allen McNab in 
the invasion of the State of New York at Schlosser in 1837. And 
General Jackson’s act was defended by John Quincy Adams, sustained 
by our Government as an act of self-defense, and acquiesced in by the 
Government of Spain; and the invasion of New York was approved by 
the British Government as having been— 
One in the strictest sense of self-defense, rendered absolutely necessary by the cir- 
cumstances of the occasion, for the safety and protection of Her Majesty’s subjects, 
and justified by the same motives and principles which, upon similar and well-known 
occasions, haye governed the conduct of illustrious officers of the United States. 
(Mr. Fox to Mr. Webster, December 19, 1840.) 

In the course of the negotiations to which this case gave rise, and 
before the action of Great Britain was acquiesced in by the United 
States, as finally it was, our minister at London, Mr. Stevenson, and 
two. of our Secretaries of State, Forsyth and Webster, though denying 
the applicability of it to the case of the Caroline at Schlosser, con- 
curred in the exception to the rule of inviolability of neutral territory 
claimed by Great Britain. ‘ 

When the extent of the evil is considered which the act of these men 
in the Bay of Panama would, if successful, have brought upon the 
people of the United States, and it is borne in mind that the neutral 
country which they had adopted as the base from which they intended 
to set this expedition on foot is without a navy or any military power 
afloat, and that that Government was treated by our naval forces with 
every consideration possible, it will not be questioned that even had 
there been the violation of neutral territory asserted to have been com- 
mitted in this case, it would be claimed and admitted to have been a 
measure ‘in the strictest sense of self-defense absolutely necessary, by 
the circumstances of the occasion, for the safety and protection” of 
American citizens. This, however, is beside the question before the 
commission, which is—Did the prisoners, as charged, violate the rules 
and usages of civilized war? 

It is claimed their act “was a stratagem in war perfectly allowable 
under the laws and usages of civilized war.” 

That (as said by Halleck, p. 402) stratagems in war are snares laid for an enemy 
or deceptions practiced on him without perfidy and consistent with good faith. 
They are not only allowable, but have constituted a great share of the glory of the 
most celebrated commanders. 
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This is true, and all of this true, for it must be borne in mind that it 
is not every stratagem that is allowed, but only such as are “without 
perfidy and consistent with good faith.” Was the act of the prisoners 
without perfidy and consistent with good faith? ; 

The attack by the English on two Spanish frigates and their capture 
in the harbor of Barcelona in 1809 is cited as a case in point, and from 
it the defense deduce that “‘it is allowable to go on board an enemy’s 
ship in the guise of passengers with the intent of rising upon the offi- 
cers and capturing them, as an act of war.” ; : 

It is to be noticed, in the first place, that the very case cited is 
denounced. by Ortolan, who refers to it as of the same character as 
that of the English frigate off Calais in 1756, described by Vattel as 
an.“unworthy stratagem deserving severe punishment.” But the case 
is not one in point. The English did not come on board the Spanish 
vessels in the guise of passengers. Spanish ships of war, in time of 
war, lying in their own ports, can hardly be presumed to be in the 
way of carrying passeugers aud of receiving as such a large enough 
number of men, and only men, to overpower them and capture their 
ships. The English came upon the Spaniards under false colors, and, 
owing to this and their want of vigilance, they surprised, attacked, and 
captured them. They came on board not as passengers, but as open 
enemies. 

“Tt is allowable to sail and chase and approach a ship under false 
colors, but not to fire or attack under them.” 

The ship that suffers itself to fall in the power of an enemy who thus 
approaches it must accept the consequences of its want of vigilance 
and preparation; but this is not the case in point. 

Analogy to the case of the prisoners is sought to be found in case of 
a spy sent out by one commander to go within the lines of another; 
and it is contended that the office of spy, though an infamous one, 
punishable by a speedy, disgraceful, and violent death, is not against 
“the rules and usages of civilized war;” much less so,-then, the cases 
of the prisoners; and Halleck, page 406, section 26, is cited to show that 
“the employment of spies is considered a kind of clandestine practice— 
a deceit in war allowable by its rules.” 

But can an act be said to be allowed by a code which act that code 
visits with a violent and disgraceful death? Certainly not. It would 
be an utter confusion of terms to so rule. That which is allowable by 
the rules of war in the matter of spies is not the “office of spy,” but the 
employment of them. A commander may, without reproach to his 
character or his being held to an account, employ a spy; but the spy 
engages himself with the full knowledge that if caught in flagrante 
delicto he will, by the laws of war, be hung, and that his employer 
will have no right to make any reclamation or retaliation on his 
account. Whatever, therefore, there is of analogy in this case to that 
of the prisoners is not to their benefit. 

Halleck on International Law, pages 401, 402, is correctly cited for 
the rule applicable to this case. He says: 


War makes men public enemies, but it leaves in force all duties which are not 
necessarily suspended by the new position in which men are placed toward each 
other. Good faith is, therefore, as essential in war as in peace, for without it hostili- 
ties could not be terminated with any degree of safety short of the total destruction 
of one of the contending parties. This being admitted as a general principle, the 
question arises: How far we may deceive an enemy and what stratagems are allow- 
able in war? Whenever we have expressedly or tacitly engaged to speak truth to 
an enemy, it would be perfidy in us to deceive his confidence in our sincerity. But 
if the occasion imposes upon us no moral obligation to disclose to him the truth, we 
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are perfectly justifiable in leading him into error either by words or actions. Feints 
and deceptions of this kind are always allowable in war. It is the breach of good 
faith, express or implied, which constitutes the perfidy and gives to such acts the 
character of lies. 

The only and the simple question to determine is: Was there, by the 
act of the prisoners, any breach of good faith expressed or implied? 

In offering themselves to the master of the Salvador as peaceful pas- 
sengers, paying him money as a consideration of being carried to a 
neighboring port, was there not an implied promise'on their part they 
were to conduct themselves as passengers and not as enemies, and 
that they were not to rise on him and seize him and his property?. Can 
it be presumed the master did not receive them under the implied 
pledge that if they came on his ship they were not to take it? 

In so doing they were clearly guilty of perfidy and “breach of 
implied faith.” 

It is argued that the prisoners are guilty of no offense, because no 
overt act was committed; that their design was frustrated whilst yet 
in “bare intention;” that the law allows them a locus penitentia. 

To this it is said the bare intention of the prisoners and their locus 
penitentie ended when, secretly armed and provided with manacles, 
they set foot on the Salvador with the intent to seize her. 

Their project had been planned a great ways off, and after its con- 
ception the prisoners had to undertake long voyages between different 
foreign countries, make extensive preparations at various places, resort 
to thany stratagems to avoid discovery, and encounter many delays in 
the fulfillment of their designs. More than six months intervened 
between the instructions given and received at Richmond, Va., and 
the going on board of the Salvador in disguise in the Bay of Panama— 
a locus penitentie ample enough for the development of any qualms of 
conscience, if any there were, to be forthcoming. 

With the foregoing qualifications and exceptions the proceedings 
and findings in the cases of T. E. Hogg, E. A. Swain, J. S. Hiddle, 
W. L. Black, T. J. Grady, R. B. Lyon, and Joseph Higgin are 
approved and confirmed, 

In view of the fact that, both by statute and common law, punish- 
ment is measured to a great extent by the consequences that have 
flown, rather than by those which might have flown, from the crime 
committed; that a man who maliciously shoots another is punished 
more or less as his victim dies or recovers; that an attempt to commit a 
crime, accompanied by failure, is not punished with the same severity 
as an attempt that succeeds, and that the prisoners utterly failed; and 
in view, further, that punishment for violation of the laws of war has 
especial reference to the future conduct of the belligerent party to 
which the violators belong, and, as under present circumstances, such 
party is unable to do further harm, the sentence of death awarded by 
the commission is mitigated as follows: 

To confinement in the State penitentiary, at San Quentin, Cal., 
T. E. Hogg, the leader, for the term of his natural life, and E. A. Swain, 
John 8. Hiddle, W. L. Black, T. J. Grady, R. B. Lyon, and Joseph 
Higgin, each for the term of ten years. 

IiI. The military commission of which Col. Edward McGarry, Sec- 
ond Cavalry California Volunteers, is president is dissolved. 

By command of Major-General McDowell: 

R. C. DRUM, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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[JUNE 28, 1865.—For report of Confederate prisoners paroled under 
the direction of General James H. Wilson, U.S. Army, in April and 
May, 1865, see Series I, Vol. XLIX, Part I, p. 415.] 


Fort Monrog, VA., June 28, 1865. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General : 
Prisoner CO. C. Clay desires to send a communication to the Honorable 
Secretary of War. Can his request be granted? 
kespectfully, 
N. A. MILES, 


Brevet Major-General. 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, June 28, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. NELSon A. MILES, 
Commanding, &c., Fort Monroe, Va.: 
The Secretary of War will receive and consider a respectful com- 
munication from Mr. Clay. 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 343. Washington. June 29, 1865. 
* * * * * * * 


4, Ijeut. Col. O. E. Babcock, aide-de-camp, will proceed to Alton, IIl., 
and make an inspection of the military prison at that place. He will 
report in writing to these headquarters the number of prisoners con- 
fined there, whether civil or military, stating for what offenses they are 
confined, and whether by sentence of court-martial or otherwise. Upon 
the execution of this order he will await further instructions at Alton. 

* * * * * * * | 

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant: 

EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WASHINGTON, June 29, 1865. 
The Commissary-General of Prisoners submits applications of six 
persons recently belonging to the Confederate Army for permission to 
return to their homes at the South upon taking the oath of allegiance. 


[First indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES, 
July 5, 1865, 

Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. 

I recommend that the status of many paroled prisonersin the Southern 
States and the class of cases herewith inclused be reached by a general 
order, in substance like the accompanying draft. 

U. S. GRANT, 
LIneutenant- General. 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION AND CONFEDERATE. 683 


{Second indorsement,.] 


Approved. 
E. M. STANTON. 


{Third indorsement.] 


The projet was put in type and handed to the Secretary of War and 
was by him suspended. 

Babak: 

(Inclosure.] 

GENERAL ORDERS, } < 
No. —. Washington, July —, 1865. 

I. All paroled prisoners of war voluntarily taking the oath of alle- 
giance to the United States Government are hereby permitted to leave 
their homes and seek civil employment elsewhere, but their taking the 
oath of allegiance will not restore them to citizenship. 

II. All restraints put upon prisoners of war, whether paroled or not, 
and all other parties who have been sent North by any competent mili- 
tary authority, under orders to remain North during the existence of 
the rebellion, are hereby removed; and upon taking the oath of alle- 
giance they will be permitted to return to their homes in the South, 
and will also be entitled to the privileges granted in the first paragraph 
of this order. 


WASHINGION, D. C., June 29, 1865. 
Hon. Epwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 

Sir: I have the honor to inclose a dispatch from Mrs. Jefferson Davis, 
dated at Savannah, received yesterday through the U.S. military tele- 
graph.* Believing that it would be improper for me to enter into corre- 
spondence with Mrs. Davis, I respectfully communicate it to the War 
Department, with a copy of a letter which I have addressed to the 
commanding general at Savannah, in which, after assigning the reasons 
which forbid my entering into correspondence with Mrs. Davis, I have 
requested him to cause her to be informed that her husband’s health is 
reported to be better than when she parted with him. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. 0. MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-General and Brevet Major-General. 


{Inclosure.] 


WASHINGTON, D. C., June 29, 1865. 
COMMANDING GENERAL SAVANNAH, GA.: 

GENERAL: I received yesterday by the U. 8. military telegraph a 
dispatch from Mrs. Jefferson Davis, dated at Savannah, Ga., the 17th 
of June, requesting me to present her wishes to the authorities and 
to advise her as to her husband’s health. 

I was under obligation to Mr. and also to Mrs. Davis for kindness 
and courtesy received before they inaugurated rebellion and civil war, 
and therefore probably she appeals to me. 

The effect of that war, my personal loss in the death of my eldest son, 
murdered by one of Mr. Davis’ assassins, called guerrillas, my position 
as an officer of the Government, make it altogether improper for me to 


* See p. 666. 
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enter into any correspondence with Mrs. Davis or to attempt to inter- 
fere in the sap of Sanitoe: Her own case and that of her husband 
are in the hands of the Government, which will do what may be right. 

I have made inquiry as to her husband’s health and I will be obliged 
to you if -you will cause her to be informed that it is reported to be 
better than when she parted with him. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. C. MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-General, Brevet Major-General. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., June 29, 1865. 


Brig. Gen. J. K. BARNES, Surgeon-General U. 8S. Army: 

GENERAL: In reference to the transfer of prisoners of war from the 
hospital at Hart’s Island to the general hospital at Davids Island, as 
recommended by the medical director Department of the East, I have 
respectfully to request that you will give the necessary instructions 
for their reception at Davids Island and I will order the commanding 
officer at Hart’s Island to make the transfer. It will be necessary that 
the medical officer who received them should make the required reports 
to this office of their receipt, discharge, &c. Allnecessary blanks and 
instructions will be furnished from this office. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bvt. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


War DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTICE 
June 29, 1865. 
The PRESIDENT: 

The following report of the opinion of this Bureau upon the proceed- 
ings at the trial by military commission of certain persons charged 
with conspiring to liberate rebel prisoners of war confined in Chicago 
and to destroy and sack that city is respectfully submitted: The com- 
mission began its sessions on the 11th of January, 1865. The prison- 
ers arraigned before it were: Charles Walsh, Buckner S. Morris, Vin- 
cent Marmaduke, R. T. Semmes, Charles T. Daniel alias Charles 
Travis, G. St. Leger Grenfel, and Benjamin M. Anderson. Walsh was 
convicted and sentenced -to five years’ penitentiary confinement; 
Morris and Marmaduke were acquitted by the commission; Semmes 
was convicted and sentenced to three years’ imprisonment; Daniel 
escaped from confinement during the trial, but was, notwithstanding, 
convicted and sentenced to death; Anderson committed suicide in 
prison, and Grenfel was convicted and condemned to death. General 
Hooker approves the proceedings in all the cases, and in those of 
Daniel and Grenfel refers the proceedings for the action of the Presi- 
dent. He designates the penitentiary at Columbus, Ohio, as the place 
of confinement of the prisoners Walsh and Semmes. In the case of 
Walsh a separate report has been rendered unnecessary. In the case 
of Semmes a special report upon his application for pardon was pre- 
pared in this Bureau on the 6th of June and has been submitted to 
the President. 
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The prisoners were arraigned upon the following charges: 


1st. Conspiring, in violation of the laws of war, to release the rebel prisoners of 
war confined by authority of the United States at Camp Douglas, near Chica o, Ill. 

2d. Conspiring, in violation of the laws of war, to lay waste and destroy the city 
of Chicago, Il. 

The time laid in the specifications as that selected for the perpetration 
of these crimes was the 1st day of November, 1864, or thereabouts. The 
action of the commission in proceeding to the conviction and sentence 
of the prisoner Daniel after his voluntary flight has the sanction of 
precedent, and has been held by this Bureau to-be justified in the similar 
case of Harrison H. Dodd, grand commander of the Order of the Sons 
of Liberty, in the State of Indiana. The opinion expressed in the 
report upon that case in favor of the legality of such a course is still 
adhered to by this Bureau. Daniel is shown to have been a soldier in the 
so-called Confederate service, and was arrested on the roof of the house 
occupied by Walsh, now under conviction for participation in the con- 
spiracy. There can be no doubt that he was one of a large number of 
rebel fugitives sent from Canada to aid in the hideous projects of the 
conspirators; and the abandonment of his defense by voluntary flight 
is believed to have been properly accepted by the commission, apart 
from the evidence, as a confession of his guilt. It is respectfully rec- 
ommended that the sentence in his case be approved. 

In the case of G. St. Leger Grenfel, now under sentence of death for 
complicity in the conspiracy, a careful examination of the record brings 
this Bureau to the conclusion that the commission are warranted by the 
evidence taken in the case, and by the rules of law as applicable to the 
impeachment of witnesses, in the findings to which, after a most patient 
and doubtless absolutely impartial investigation of the case, they have 
ultimately arrived. 

That a plot for the release of the prisoners at Camp Douglas and the 
destruction of Chicago was planned and nearly matured, is plated 
beyond a doubt by all the evidence in the case. That it was designed 
and matured by rebel agents of the Confederate Government in Can- 
ada, its cost defrayed from funds placed in the hands of those agents 
for such purposes, and a large number of those who were to have been 
its perpetrators sent thence to aid and lead in the assault, is also 
demonstrated. The proofs are further conclusive that many of the more 
prominent leaders of the Order of the Sons of Liberty were cognizant 
of the design, lent it their hearty approval and support, and aimed to 
involve in it, through the machinery of their treasonable associations, 
the multitudes of deluded followers, whose faith in the Government 
they had taken every measure to undermine, and whose obedience to 
their mandates they had, as they thought, secured by the most solemn 
and binding obligations. The evidence which tends to fasten upon 
Grenfel a knowledge of and participation in the plot is of such a nature 
as to satisfy this Bureau of the correctness of the conclusions of the 
court. Itis chiefly that of a witness named John T, Shanks, formerly 
in the rebel service and lately a prisoner of war at Camp Douglas. He 
was employed in November last by the commanding officer of the post, 
Brigadier-General Sweet, to act as a detective in the discovery of 
evidence against persons supposed to be connected with the conspiracy 
for the release of the Camp Douglas prisoners and the destruction of 
the city of Chicago. Grenfel, whom the witness knew to have been 
formerly in the rebel service, was then at the Richmond House, and 
had registered his name without concealment upon its books. With 
him the witness Shanks sought an interview, and he details on the 
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stand a conversation which he states he himself had with Grenfel, 
in company with a man of the name of Fielding, from whom he also 
swears that he obtained in a separate conversation further corroborative 
proof of Grenfel’s complicity in the alleged conspiracy. At his first 
interview with Grenfel the witness states that no one else was present, 
and that they separated after a few questions had been put him as to 
the readiness of the Camp Douglas prisoners to co-operate with assist- 
ance from without. The second meeting was at 9.30 on the same even- 
ing, when Grenfel introduced him to a Mr. Fielding. This interview 
was also brief, in consequence of Grenfel’s stating that he was ill; and 
Fielding at once went away with witness to another room, where much 
information was imparted to the latter on the subject of the plot. 
Shanks and Grenfel were arrested at the hotel on the same night. 
The witness testifies that at each of these conversations the plans 
of the conspirators were exposed to him. If his statements are to 
be relied upon, they fasten upon Grenfel a complete knowledge of 
the plot, and are amply sufficient to warrant the enforcement of 
the sentence pronounced by the commission. Shanks’ first inter- 
view with Grenfel, as has already been stated, was of but few 
minutes’ duration, which he states were employed by the latter in 
questions about the willingness of the prisoners to co-operate. - They 
were wholly alone. They met again by appointment at 9.30 the 
same evening, and witness was introduced by Grenfel to one Field- 
ing. ‘Something was said at the interview about effecting the release 
of the Camp Douglas prisoners, and I was asked by Fielding how 
many men would be required to accomplish that.” Witness volun- 
teered with 200 men to tear down one side of the square, and Gren- 
fel, Fielding, and Shanks went on to arrange the details of the plan. 
The conversation was with Fielding, but in the hearing of Grenfel, who 
was walking to and fro and occasionally making suggestions. After 
witness had, as he states, exhibited a plan of the camp, Grenfel pro- 
fessed to be unwell and Shanks and Fielding went away to another 
room, where the details were again minutely gone over and the various 
parts assigned. Witness states that he saw a great many others at 
the hotel that evening who were in the conspiracy, but is unable to 
give their names. Witness states, in answer to a question of the judge- 
advocate, that at his first interview with Grentel the latter said that 
the means for the project’ were to come from the Confederate Govern- 
ment, and influential citizens of the North were to co-operate. Colonel 
Grenfel was to lead the attack on the city. Fielding said there were 
about 1,500 men they could rely on. Grentel informed witness he was 
in communication with Judge Morris and his wife in the project. It 
was attempted to show by oral testimony, in order to impeach and dis- 
credit this witness, that he had been convicted while a clerk in the land 
office in Texas under an indictment for the forgery of land warrants, 
and to have spent many months in prison in expiation of his crime. 
This he denied under oath in the most positive manner when cross- 
examined upon it by the counsel for the defense. It is a well-settled 
rule of law that the answer of a witness to a question put him on 
cross-examination upon a collateral matter and with a view to injure 
his credibility must be taken as final. Evidence in rebuttal cannot be 
legally admitted afterward to show the falsity of his answer. And 
though considerable testimony was subsequently introduced by the 
defense to show that Shanks had been convicted and punished for for- 
gery while in Texas, yet his denial of this accusation on cross-exami- 
nation is legally decisive of the matter, and renders the admission. of 
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the rebutiing testimony to the particular fact of his conviction for for- 
gery wholly unjustified by all the long-established rules of evidence in 
criminal trials. 

_ Though the evidence referred to was permitted by the court to be 
introduced—yet being, in fact, inadmissible—the subsequent conviction 
of the accused is to be accepted by this Bureau as a proof that the 
court, in obedience to the rules of evidence, ultimately and very prop- 
erly disregarded it in their deliberations on the case. Considerable 
testimony was further offered by the defense to the worthlessness of 
Shanks’ general reputation in his native State of Texas. The witnesses 
to this point, however, were themselves Texans, sharers in the rebellion 
against the institutions of their country, and therefore deserving of 
little credit when testifying in the interests of one who is known to 
have been in former years a leader in their armies, to have taken part 
in some of the most desperate of-their projects, and to have entered 
heart and soul—himself a foreigner and with no natural stimulus to 
participation—into the vastest struggle for the overthrow of free insti- 
tutions and the perpetuation of hopeless slavery which the world has 
ever known. It has been repeatedly held by this Bureau, and the 
opinion is still adhered to, that the testimony of men in sympathy with 
the Confederate cause is to be regarded as nearly or wholly valueless 
when given in the interest of one who has shared in their sympathies, 
and whose punishment for crimes common to him and to themselves 
they are anxious to avert. It is believed, therefore, that the court was 
justified in the rejection of this testimony when forming their conclu- 
sions upon the merits of the case. And when we further take into 
consideration the fact that the members of the commission had the 
advantage of a personal inspection of the witnesses, and could judge 
of their credibility by a multitude of signs which wholly escape the 
observation of him whose duty it is simply to read the written record, 
it is believed that there can be no justification for a reversal by this 
Bureau of conclusions arrived at after a most protracted and toilsome 
investigation by a tribunal composed of officers of the rank and high 
intelligence which the members of this commission are known to 
possess. 

Grenfel, it was shown, had come to Chicago direct from a small town 
in Southern Illinois, where he had spent some months in shooting game. 
He had been for a Jong time in the service of the Confederacy, but had 
finally retired from it; had reported to the Secretary of War at Wash- 
ington in June, 1864, and had been permitted to go at large by the 
latter after a careful investigation of his conduct and purposes. The 
evidence of a witness named Langhorne, touching a previous visit of 
Grenfel to Chicago at the time of the meeting of the Democratic con- 
vention in August, is entitled to a certain weight. Langhorne swears 
that it had been intended by the rebel agents in Canada, with the 
co-operation of the Sons of Liberty, to make an attack upon the city at 
that time; that a number of armed men and large sums of money were 
sent from Canada for the purpose, and that then, as at the November 
attempt, Grenfel was to take charge of the expedition. Langhorne 
says in reference to a plan to free the Camp Douglas prisoners in 
August: 

I traveled in company with Colonel Anderson from Toronto to Chicago just before 
the Chicago convention of last August. We remained all day in the Grand Junction 
Depot. The party 1 was with got on at Jackson, and when we arrived at Chicago 
Colonel Grenfel was on the train. I had never seen him before on that trip from 
Toronto, Canada West. The party I was with were Colonel Anderson, Bell, and 
Doctor Smith; Grenfel was with others, I suppose. 


688 PRISONERS OF WAR AND STATE, ETC. 


He then goes on to say that he went to General Walsh’s house and 
made cartridges and had a conversation with Walsh, in which the 
latter said there were upward of 1,200 men engaged in the enterprise. 
His next reference to Grenfel is that the latter told him that Marma- 
duke was in Chicago also, which, however, has no bearing on the case, 
inasmuch as the commission acquitted Marmaduke of the charges. He 
then states that his party became alarmed from some cause and 
departed. 

Grenfel came down into our room and said he could not find anybody, either 
Hines or Marmaduke, who could tell him what to do. He afterward told me that 
all they had to do was to go to South Illinois and drill copperheads. 

It is to be stated here that the evidence of the defense establishes 
conclusively that he did not do this, but spent the two following 
months in shooting, in no connection with politics whatever. This is 
freely admitted by the judge-advocate. The witness is subsequently 
asked if he had any conversation with Grenfel on the cars from Canada 
to Chicago, and he replied, ‘‘ Yes;” that Grenfel came up to the end of 
the car where he and his party were, wearing a gray suit of clothes, 
and on being told by witness that in those clothes he “ would not live 
five hours in Chicago,” replied: 

No; this is an old uniform that was worn in an English battalion I once 
belonged to. I have my English papers and my dog and gun, and if they ask me 
what I am doing I will say I am going a hunting. 

The remaining testimony affecting Grenfel is that of one George W. 
Hull, another rebel soldier. He details a conversation had by him in 
Kentucky in October last with Benjamin M.- Anderson, one of the 
accused, and who committed suicide during the progress of the trial, 
in which he states Anderson told him of an intended attack on Camp 
Douglas, and that an Englishman had been found who was to lead the 
assault. On being pressed the witness stated that he inquired of 
Anderson if the Englishman’s name was Grenfel, and he thinks he 
answered that it was. In the course of the testimony of this witness 
he describes several cases of cruelty practiced by the accused on 
Union men while in the rebel service. These circumstances were not 
alluded to by the witness until his cross-examination. They are given 
by him when repeating, on cross-examination, a conversation had by 
him on the 9th of January, 1865, with one Doctor Jeffries, in which he 
swears he first divulged Anderson’s revelations made the October pre- 
vious. His testimony in this matter loses, however, somewhat of its 
weight, because, by his own showing, he kept to himself his knowledge 
of the intended attack on Chicago till after the commencement of the 
trial. He subsequently swears that he made no mention of Anderson 
to Jeffries, but confined his remarks to Grenfel only. He swears that 
he cannot tell how the prosecution knew of his interview with Ander- 
son, so as to interrogate him on that point. 

Col. Absalom B. Moore, One hundred and fourth Illinois Volunteers, 
testifies to a conversation in his hearing, immediately after the battle 
of Hartsville, in December, 1862, between two rebel officers, of whom 
Grenfel was one, in which conversation one of the two remarked that 
if he could have his way he would raise the ‘black flag and show no 
quarter to prisoners. This, however, he is not certain to have heard 
said by Grenfel, though he is positive that it was not opposed by him 
at the moment. Nothing inculpating Colonel Grenfel in any way was 
found on the search of his private baggage. 

The direct evidence to Grenfel’s complicity in the conspiracy is chiefly 
that of Shanks, Through the illegality of the testimony introduced to 
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discredit him, and its necessary rejection by the court and this Bureau, 
he stands unimpeached and is entitled to implicit credit. His testi- 
mony is minute, direct, and full, and completely implicates the accused 
in one of the most stupendous projects of causeless and profitless crime 
known to modern times. It should be stated, however, that the other 
defendants at this trial, many of whom were by the testimony as deeply 
involved in the conspiracy as Grenfel himself, were spared by the court 
the shame of an ignominious death on the scaffold, and two of them 
received a full acquittal at its hands. It is for the President to deter- 
mive whether, in the exercise of the mercy vested in him by the laws, 
Some mitigation of the sentence pronounced by the court may not, 
without detriment to the interests and the safety of the nation, be 
extended to the accused. For the accused, himself the subject of a 
foreign power at peace with our Government, and who, without pre- 
tense of provocation or wrong, united himself with traitors and male- 
factors for the overthrow of our Republic in the interest of slavery, an 
institution abhorred by his country and people, there can be neither 
sympathy nor respect. In the altered position of public affairs, how- 
ever, growing out of the overthrow of the rebellion and the arrest or 
flight of its leaders, and the security for the future thus afforded, it 
may be that the President will feel justified in sparing even so unworthy 
and dishonored a life as that of the accused is shown to be. If the 
death sentence is commuted it is believed that the punishment substi- 
tuted should be severe and infamous. 
J. HOLT, 
Judge-Advocate- General. 


[JUNE 30, 1865.—For report of arrest of L. B. Northrop, see Series I, 
Vol. XLVU, Part III, p. 672.] 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., June 30, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 
Commanding Armies of the United States, Washington, D. C.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to recommend that the prisoners of war 
remaining in hospital at Newport News be transferred to the general 
hospital at Hampton, near Fort Monroe, and that those at Elmira, 
Camp Chase, Camp Morton, Camp Douglas, and Rock Island be trans- 
ferred to the post hospital at those several places, to be taken charge 
of and accounted for by the medical officer in charge. Where the post 
hospital is not sufficiently large to accommodate all the sick the prison 
hospital may be occupied. The object of this arrangement is to remove 
the necessity for a prison guard at these several stations. The sick 
prisoners will be turned over to the medical officer in charge, who will 
release them as fast as they are sufficiently recovered, under General 
Orders, No. 109, current series, reporting such discharges to this office. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 
[First indorsement.] 
HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES, 
June 30, 1865. 


Respectfully forwarded to the Secretary of War and recommended. 
U.S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant. General. 
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[Second indorsement. } 


Approved and referred to the Adjutant-General to issue the order. 
E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


[Third indorsement. ] 
War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE,. 
July 1, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to Bvt. Brig. Gen. W. Hoffman, Commissary- 
General of Prisoners, to carry out the orders of the Secretary of War. 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTICE, June 30, 1865. 

Mrs. Broadhead applies for permission to visit Davis in prison. 

Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War. 

Persons held by the military authorities are allowed intercourse with 
their friends and counsel, under the usual restrictions, so soon as 
charges are filed and the prisoners are thus in a condition to proceed 
in the preparation of their defense, but not until then. This rule 
should not be departed from except under extraordinary circumstances. 
Charges have not yet been exhibited against Jefferson Davis, and I do 
not find in the letter of Mrs. Broadhead any reason for a relaxation of 
the rule. referred to which would not apply to most of the criminals 
held for trial by the Government. The number and atrocity of the 
crimes alleged to have been committed by Davis, and the overwhelming 
proof of his guilt believed to exist, would seem to make it proper, and 
indeed necessary, that the strictest prison discipline should be enforced 
in his case. No favorable recommendation can be made on Mrs. Broad- 
head’s application. 

J. HOLT, 
Judge-Advocate General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, June 30, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. Q. A. GILLMORE, U. 8. Volunteers, 
Commanding Department of the South, Hilton Head, S. C.: 

Sir: By direction of the President of the United States you will 
receive G. W. Gayle, of Alabama, a prisoner, who will be delivered to 
you by Capt. C. D. Mehaffey, First U. S. Infantry, and confine him in 
Fort Pulaski until brought to trial. The President further directs that 
you detail a military commission without delay for the trial of Gayle 
upon charges which will be handed you by Mehaffey. Captain Mehaf- 
fey has also in charge two witnesses in the case, named John Cantley 
and W. D. Graves, who are under parole. You will detain them on 
their parole, furnishing them whatever may be needed for their health 
and comfort, until their testimony shall have been given, when you 
willdischarge them, paying them such sum as may be deemed adequate 
compensation for the time they may be detained by the Government 
from this date. They have been paid $3 per diem for their services to 
this date. They should be furnished transportation back to their home, 
Selma, Ala. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant 
B. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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GENERAL Wak DEPARTMENT, 
CouRT-MARTIAL ORDERS, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 350. Washington, June 30, 1865. 


In compliance with General Orders, No. 98, War Department, Adju- 
tant-General’s Office, May 27, 1865, the sentences of the following-named 
prisoners, confined for during the war, have been remitted, and the 
prisoners have been ordered to be immediately discharged: 


MILITARY PRISON, ALTON, ILL. 

* * * * * * * 

72. William S. Wright, surgeon in the Army of the so-called Confed- 
erate States. 

CHARGE I: Violation of the laws and customs of war. 
CHARGE IT: Violation of military orders. 
FINDING: Guilty. 
SENTENCE: To imprisonment during the war. 

* * * * * * * 
By order of the President of the United States: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington City, D. 0., June 30, 1865. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. WILLIAM HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. C.: 

Srr: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi- 
cation of the 29th instant, and to inform you that Col. William J. 
Sloan, U. S. Army, medical director, Department of the East, has 
been instructed to make the necessary arrangements for the transfer of 
prisoners of war from the hospital at Hart’s Island, N. Y., to the U.S. 
general hospital (De Camp), at Davids Island, N. Y. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. K. BARNES, 
Surgeon- General. 


Hpqrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF ForRT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, June 30, 1865. 


General E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-Genera!, War Department : 
GENERAL: I have the honor to send you, herewith inclosed, a letter 
from Mr. Jefferson Davis to Charles H. Fowler, esq., counsellor at 
law, New Haven, Conn., for such disposal as you may deem proper. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, &c., 
NELSON A. MILES, 


Brevet Major-General, Uommanding. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, _ 
Washington, D, O., July 1, 1865. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. A. A. STEVENS, 
Commanding Camp Morton, Indianapolis, Ind. : 
GENERAL: In pursuance of instructions received from the Secretary 
of War, the Commissary-General of Prisoners directs that you release 
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as prisoners of war, on their taking the oath of allegiance, all prisoners 
at Camp Morton who belonged to the Federal Army and while prisoners 
in the hands of the enemy took the oath of allegiance to the rebel Gov- 
ernment, joined the rebel Army, and were captured while fighting 
against U.S. troops. If any among them can show that they deserted 
from the rebel Army and surrendered themselves to any U. S. military 
authority, make a special report in their cases, giving all the facts, with 
their post-office address when at home. Their own statement as to 
desertion is not sufficient. Theroll of prisoners of the class referred 
to, forwarded by you on the 28th ultimo, has been received at this 
office. * 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant 
si ie 'w. T. HARTZ, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington City, July 2, 1865—10.30 a. m. 


Maj. Gen. Q. A. GILLMORE, U.S. Volunteers, 
Hilton Head, 8. C.: 


Your letter of the 21st has been submitted to the Secretary of War, 
who directs me to say your conduct in interfering with the prisoners 
ordered by the Department to be confined is strongly disapproved. 
Whenever you think a change of treatment in any particular case 
should be pursued in respect to prisoners in your charge, itis your duty 
to report the facts and ask instructions, and not assume to set aside the 
orders of the Department. 

EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTICE, 
July 3, 1865. 
The SECRETARY OF WAR: 

The following remarks are respectfully submitted in compliance with 
order referring to this Bureau the report of a board of officers—composed 
of four officers of the One hundred and twenty-second U.S. Colored 
Troops, and one surgeon of volunteers, and convened by Col. J. Ham 
Davidson, commanding depot of prisoners at Newport News, Va.—to 
investigate and report the circumstances attending the killing of Private 
Benjamin Hurt, Company A, Cobb’s Georgia Legion, a prisoner of war, 
by a sentinel of the guard. Two witnesses only were examined—the 
officer of the guard on duty at the time when Hurt was killed and 
the sentinel who inflicted the mortal wound. The former—Lieutenant 
Moe One hundred and twenty-second U.S. Colored Troops—testified 
as follows: 


I heard a shot inside of the prison. I went down to the sink to inquire the cause. 
The guard told me that he had fired on a man that had gone on the gallery, where 
the prisoners were forbidden to go after dark. I said to him: ‘There is another 
man on the gallery now; why do you not use the bayonet on him?” He called the 
man to come away. The man was just.about doing so when tho guard jumped for- 
ward about eight or ten feet and thrust him with the bayonet, but did it so quickly 
[had no time to prevent it. I was present at the time. The man had moved a step 
or two from the gallery toward the privy. 


*On June 30 similar instructions were sent to other officers commanding prisons. 
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Private Harrison Woodson, Company G, One hundred and twenty- 
second U.8. Colored Troops, testified that he went on post on the night 
of the 7th of May, 1865, to stand from 9 until 11; that about half an 
hour after he was posted the prisoners came down, nine or ten together, 
and wanted to sell him rings and breastpins; that some of them said 
now that Abraham was dead, if Johnson was also dead they would get 
out. They said they wanted money to buy postage stamps, when the 
witness told them to catch Jefferson Davis and they would have money. 

A sergeant and corporal then came and told me not to let any person go on the 
gallery. I did not receive any instructions from the former guard. This was about 
fifteen minutes after I had been put on guard, and whilst these men were talking I 
halted one man four times and told him I had instructions te shoot. He said 
wanted to make water, and commenced doing so, when I fired at him. The cap 
burst; the gun did not go off and I took it down, and then it went off. The bullet 
passed over the man’s head. I went back and loaded my gun; put in two charges of 
powder. By that time Lieutenant Harold, the officer of the guard, came down and 
asked me what was the matter; asked me who it was that fired. I told him it was 
me. By that time another man went on the platform where I had shot at the other 
man. I halted him two or three times. Lieutenant Harold told me: ‘There is a 
man; who is he?” I told him I reckoned there was one of the men making water 
again. J understood Lieutenant Harold to say that if they did not stop when they 
were halted three times to put a bayonet in them, and then I put the bayonet in 
him, and he ran into the privy and fell. One rebel said to me: ‘‘ You have killed 
him dead;” and I said: ‘“‘Yes, by God! They buried us alive at Fort Pillow.” 

The Board were of the opinion that although the sentinel acted 
hastily, yet he was justifiable. In answer to a question of the Com- 
missary-General of Prisoners, Colonel Davidson reports that: 

All prisoners were forbidden to go on the gallery after night. Sentinels were 
instructed by my orders, after halting prisoners three times (if they still disregarded 
sentinel’s orders), to fire upon them. 

Brevet Brigadier-General Hoffman, Commissary-General of Prisoners, 
remarks in submitting this report: 

A resort to extreme measures, except when necessary, is prohibited by instruc- 
tions from this office, and in this case it is plain that the prisoner might have been 
punished by other means than by taking his life. 

The autopsy shows that the wound was inflicted by the bayonet 
entering the back about two inches below the lowest part of the 
shoulder blade and passing downward and to the left of the base of the 
heart. Thé case is not so perfectly presented as could be desired; but 
as presented, it is not believed by this Bureau to require that further 
action should be taken against either the sentinel, who does not appear 
to have exceeded his instructions, or the officer, whose orders are not 
shown to have been unwarranted by necessity or proper authority. 

J. HOLT, 
Judge-Advocate- General. 


WaAsuHInGToN, D. C., July 3, 1865. 

Byt. Maj. Gen. J. K. Barnes, Surgeon-General U. 8. Army: 

GENERAL: By direction of the Secretary of War, the prisoners of 
war who remain in hospital at Newport News will be transferred to the 
Hampton general hospital, and those at Elmira, Camp Chase, Camp 
Douglas, and Rock Island to the post hospital at these several stations. 

They will be placed in charge of the surgeon of the hospital, who 
will discharge them as soon as they are sufficiently recovered to travel 
to their homes. Blanks and the necessary instructions will be fur- 
nished, so that these prisoners may be properly accounted for to this 
office. 
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At Camp Douglas, and possibly at Camp Chase, the prison hospitals 
are more commodious than the post hospitals, and I suggest that they 
be occupied by our own sick as well as by the prisoners. 

As the prisoners are all to be discharged, it will not be necessary to 
have a guard over them. Will you please give the necessary orders to 
meet this arrangement? It is desirable to have it made as soon as 
practicable, as the prison guards may then be relieved. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., July 3, 1865. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. W. P. RICHARDSON, 
Commanding Camp Chase, Columbus, Ohio: 

GENERAL: By direction of the Secretary of War you will transfer 
the prisoners of war who remain in hospital after all others are dis- 
charged to the post hospital, where they will be placed in charge of 
the surgeon and you will be relieved from the further care of them. 
Furnish the surgeon with a list of them, a copy of the Order 109, cur- 
rent series, under which they are to be released when they are suffi- 
ciently recovered to be able to travel, and such blanks as he may have 
occasion to use. If there are prisoners in attendance on the sick, let 
them go with them to the hospital or release them on their taking the 
oath of allegiance, as may be most advisable. No guards will be 
required. Ifthe prison hospital is found to be most convenient for the 
sick, it may be occupied instead of the post hospital. You will receive 
instructions in relation to the sale of property belonging to the prison 
fund, and then the fund will be turned over to the U.S. Treasury. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. 8. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


(Same to Bvt. Brig. Gen. B. J. Sweet, commanding, Camp Douglas, 
Chicago, Ill.; Col. A. J. Johnson, commanding, Rock Island Barracks, 
Rock Island, Ill.; Col. J. R. Lewis, commanding, Elmira, N. Y.) 


ALTON, ILL., July 3, 1865. 
Brevet Major-General RAWLINS, Chief of Staff: 

GENERAL: I made an inspection of the military prison here to-day 
and have the honor to report the following for your information: There 
are no prisoners here now. All have been sent away, by order of Gen- 
eral Dodge, to Saint Louis and Jefferson City; 231 Federal prisoners, 
34 citizens, and 4 prisoners of war. The latter decline to take the oath. 
The guard, five companies under command of Colonel Kuhn, are still 
here guarding the public property. They expect to be relieved Soon ; 
in fact, a company of men have been sent from Saint Louis for that 
purpose. I examined such of the books as have not been sent to Saint 
Louis. They show a plain record on their face, but of course I could 
not verify them. The prison appears to have been kept in good police. 
The public property is being got in readiness for disposal. The treas- 
urer of the prison fund has some $35,000 in his hands. The commis- 
sary of subsistence of the post is treasurer. All prisoners against 
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whom no charges were forwarded were discharged some days since by 
direction of Lieutenant-General Grant, through the Commissary-Gen- 
eral of Prisoners. Colonel Kuhn, present commander, has been in 
command since March 10, 1865. His regiment, the One hundred and 
forty-fourth Illinois, was raised for a prison guard and has some five 
months longer to serve. I should think it would be advisable to mus- 
ter them out and use the veteran regiments for provost duty. The 
expense of a guard here will soon exceed all that can be realized from 
the sale of the public property. The old prison is to be turned over to 
its owners, it being private property. General Copeland (brigadier- 
general) was relieved from command of this place in January last, and 
has remained here since ‘awaiting orders.” 
fam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
O. E. BABCOCK, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


SPECIAL tebe: Hpqrs. NORTHERN DEPARTMENT, 
No. 148. Cincinnati, Ohio, July 3, 1865. 
* * * * * * * 


12. Maj. S. P. Lee, Sixth Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps, will at 
once proceed to Johnson’s Island, Ohio, and assume command of the 
two companies of the regiment now en route for that post. In addition 
to his other duties, Major Lee will, on Colonel Hill, One hundred and 
twenty-eighth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, being mustered out of service, 
take charge of the prison and prisoners at Johnson’s Island, under such 
orders as may have been issued by the Commissary-General of Prison- 
ers or other competent authority, and will be held strictly accountable 
for the safe-keeping of all the prisoners and property turned over to 
him by Colonel Hill. 

* * ¥ * * * * 
By command of Major-General Hooker: 
O. H. HART, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hpgrs. Mizirary District oF Fort Monrog, 
Fort Monroe, July 4, 1865. 


General E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, War Department : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose herein a letter from C. C. 
Clay, jr., to the honorable Secretary of War. I would also state that 
Mr. Clay, since being confined here, has been treated as well as my 
orders would permit. His food has been cut up for him before carried 
in, and he has been allowed a wooden knife to eat with. At my request 
he has been permitted to walk about for an hour each morning, which 
is greatly improving his health. He will, I think, in a short time be 
as well as a man of his constitution can be under the circumstances. 
He is very anxious for a speedy trial. Unlike Davis, his confinement 
seems to affect his nervous system. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Brevet Major-General, Commanding. 
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CouRT-MARTIAL ORDERS, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 356. Washington, July 5, 1865. 


I. Before a military commission which convened at Washington, 
D.C., May 9, 1865, pursuant to paragraph 4 of Special Orders, No. 211, 
dated May 6, 1865, and paragraph 91 of Special Orders, No. 216, dated 
May 9, 1865, War Department, Adjutant.General’s Office, Washington, 
and of which Maj. Gen. David Hunter, U. 8. Volunteers, is president, 
were arraigned and tried— 


- David E. Herold, G. A. Atzerodt, Lewis Payne, Mary E. Surratt, Michael 
O’Laughlin, Edward Spangler, Samuel Arnold, and Samuel A. Mudd. ’ 

CuaRGE I: For maliciously, unlawfully, and traitorously, and in aid of the exist- 
ing armed rebellion against the United States of America, on or before the 6th day 
of March, A. D. 1865, and on divers other days between that day and tho 15th day of 
April, A. D. 1865, combining, confederating, and conspiring, together with one John 
H. Surratt, John Wilkes Booth, Jefferson Davis, ory N. Sanders, Beverly 
Tucker, Jacob Thompson, William C. Cleary, Clement C. Clay, George Harper,, 
George Young, and others unknown, to kill and murder, within the Military Depart- 
ment of Washington, and within the fortified and intrenched lines thereof, Abraham 
Lincoln, late, and at the time of said combining; confederating, and conspiring, 
President of the United States of America and Commander-in-Chief of the Army and 
Navy thereof; Andrew Johnson, now Vice-President of the United States aforesaid ; 
William H. Seward, Secretary of State of the United States aforesaid, and Ulysses 
S. Grant, lieutenant-general of the Army of the United States aforesaid, then in 
command of the Armics of the United States, under the direction of the said Abra- 
ham Lincoln; and in pursuance of and in prosecuting said malicious, unlawful, and 
traitorous conspiracy aforesaid, and in aid of said rebellion, afterward, to wit, on 
the 14th day of April, A. D. 1865, within the Military Department of Washington 
aforesaid, and within the fortified and intrenched lines of said military department, 
together with said John Wilkes Booth and John H. Surratt, maliciously, unlawfully, 
and traitorously murdering the said Abraham Lincoln, then President of the United 
States and Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States, as afore- 
said; and maliciously, unlawfully, and traitorously assaulting, with intent to kill 
and murder, the said William H. Seward, then Secretary of State of the United 
States, as aforesaid; and lying in wait, with intent maliciously, unlawfully, and 
traitorously, to kill and murder the said Andrew Johnson, then being Vice-President 
of the United States; aud the said Ulysses S. Grant, then being lientenant-general 
and in command of the Armies of the United States, as aforesaid. 

Specification 1.—In this, that they, the said David E. Herold, Edward Spangler, 
Lewis Payne, Michael O’Laughlin, Samuel Arnold, Mary E. Surratt, George A. 
Atzerodt, and Samuel A. Mudd, together with the said John H. Surratt and John 
Wilkes Booth, incited and encouraged thereunto by Jefferson Davis, George N. 
Sanders, Beverly Tucker, Jacob Thompson, William C. Cleary, Clement C. Clay, 
George Harper, George Young, and others unknown, citizens of the United States 
aforesaid, and who were then engaged in armed rebellion against the United States 
of America, within the limits thereof, did, in aid of said armed rebellion, on or before 
the 6th day of March, A. D. 1865, and on divers other days and times between that 
day and the 15th day of April, A. D. 1865, combine, confederate, and conspire 
together at Washington City, within the Military Department of Washington, and 
within the intrenched fortifications and military lines of the said United States, 
there being, unlawfully, maliciously, and traitorously to kill and murder Abraham 
Lincoln, then President of the United States aforesaid, and Commander-in-Chief of 
the Army and Navy thereof; and unlawfully, maliciously, and traitorously to kill 
and murder Andrew Johnson, now Vice-President of the said United States, upon 
whom, on the death of said Abraham Lincoln, after the 4th day of March, A. D. 
1865, the office of President of the said United States and Commander-in-Chief 
of the Army and Navy thereof would devolve; and to unlawfully, maliciously, and 
traitorously kill and murder Ulysses S. Grant, then lientenant-general, and, under 
the direction of the said Abraham Lincoln, in command of the Armies of the United 
States aforesaid; and unlawfully, maliciously, and traitorously to kill and murder 
William H. Seward, then Secretary of State of the United States aforesaid, whose 
duty it was by law, upon the death of said President and Vice-President of the 
United States aforesaid, to cause an election to be held for electors of President of 
the United States—the conspirators aforesaid designing and intending by the kill- 
ing and murder of the said Abraham Lincoln, Andrew Johnson, Ulysses 8. Grant, and 


GENERAL Wark DEPARTMENT, 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION AND CONFEDERATE. 697 


William H. Seward, as aforesaid, to deprive the Army and Navy of the said United 
States of a constitutional commander-in-chief; and to deprive the Armies of the 
United States of their lawful commander; and to prevent a lawful election of Presi. 
dent and Vice-President of the United States aforesaid; and by the means aforesaid 
to aid and comfort the insurgents engaged in armed rebellion against the said 
United States, as aforesaid, and thereby to aid in the subversion and overthrow of 
the Constitution and laws of the said United States. 

And being so combined, confederated, and conspiring together in the prosecution 
of said unlawful and traitorous conspiracy on the night of the 14th day of April, 
A. D. 1865, at the hour of about 10 o’clock and 15 minutes p. m., at Ford’s Theater, 
on Tenth street, in tho city of Washington, and within tho military department and 
military lines aforesaid, John Wilkes Booth, one of the conspirators aforesaid, in 
pursuance of said unlawful and traitorous conspiracy, did, then and there, unlaw- 
fully, maliciously, and traitorously, and with intent to kill and murder the said 
Abraham Lincoln, discharge a pistol, then held in the hands of him, the said Booth, 
the same being then loaded with powder and a leaden ball, against and upon the 
left and posterior side of the head of the said Abraham Lincoln; and did thereby, 
then and there, inflict upon him, the said Abraham Lincoln, then President of the 
said United States and Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy thereof, a mortal 
wound, whereof afterward, to wit, on the 15th day of April, A. D. 1865, at Wash- 
ington City aforesaid, the said Abraham Lincoln died; and thereby, then and there, 
and in pursuance of said conspiracy, the said defendants and the said John Wilkes 
Booth and John H. Surratt did, unlawfully, traitorously, and maliciously, and with 
the intent to aid the rebellion as aforesaid, kill and murder the said Abraham 
Lincoln, President of the United States, as aforesaid. 

And in further prosecution of the unlawful and traitorous conspiracy aforesaid, 
and of the murderous and traitorous intent of said conspiracy, the said Edward 
Spangler, on said 14th day of April, A. D. 1865, at about the same hour of that day, 
as aforesaid, within said military department and the military lines aforesaid, did 
aid and assist the said John Wilkes Booth to obtain entrance to the box in said 
theater in which said Abraham Lincoln was sitting at the time he was assaulted and 
shot, as aforesaid, by John Wilkes Booth; and also did then and there aid said 
Booth in barring and obstructing the door of the box of said theater so as to hinder 
and preyent any assistance to or rescue of the said Abraham Lincoln against the 
murderous assault of the said John Wilkes Booth, and did aid and abet him in 
making his escape after the said Abraham Lincoln had been murdered in manner 
aforesaid. 

And in further prosecution of said unlawful, murderous, and traitorous conspiracy, 
and in pursuance thereof and with the intent, as aforesaid, the said David E. Herold 
did, on the night of the 14th of April, A. D. 1865, within the military department and 
military lines aforesaid, aid, abet, and assist the said John Wilkes Booth in the kill- 
ing and murder of the said Abraham Lincoln, and did then and there aid and abet 
and assist him, the said John Wilkes Booth, in attempting to escape through the 
military lines aforesaid, and did accompany and assist the said John Wilkes Booth 
in attempting to conceal himself and escape from justice after killing and murdering 
said Abraham Lincoln, as aforesaid. : 

And in further prosecution of said unlawful and traitorous conspiracy, and of the 
intent thereof, as aforesaid, the said Lewis Payne did, on the same night of the 14th 
day of April, A. D. 1865, about the same hour of 10 o'clock and 15 minutes p. m., at 
the city of Washington, and within the military department and the military 
lines aforesaid, unlawfully and maliciously make an assault upon the said 
William H. Seward, Secretary of State, as aforesaid, in the dwelling-house and bed- 
chamber of him, the said William H. Seward, and the said Payne did then and 
there, with a large knife, held in his hand, unlawfully, traitorously, and in pursu- 
ance of said conspiracy, strike, stab, cut, and attempt to kill and murder the said 
William H. Seward, and did thereby, then and there, and with the intent aforesaid, 
with said knife inflict upon the face and throat of the said William H. Seward divers 
grievous wounds. And the said Lewis Payne, in further prosecution of said con- 
spiracy, at the same time and place last aforesaid, did attempt, with the knife afore- 
said, and a pistol held iu his hand, to kill and murder l’rederick W. Seward, Augustus 
H. Seward, Emrick W. Hansell, and George F. Robinson, who were then striving to 
protect and rescue the said William H. Seward from murder by the said Lewis 
Payne, and did then and there, with said knife and pistol held in his hands, inflict 
upon the head of said Frederick W. Seward, and upon the persons of said Augustus 
H. Seward, Emrick W. Hansell, and George F. Robinson, divers grievous and danger- 
ons wounds with intent, then and there, to kill and murder the said Irederick W. 
Seward, Augustus H. Seward, Emrick W. Hansell, and George F. Robinson. 

And in further prosecution of said conspiracy and its traitorous and murderous 
designs, the said George A. Atzerodt did, on the night of the 14th of April, A. D, 1865, 
and about the same hour of the night aforesaid, within the military department and 
the military lines aforesaid, lie in wait for Andrew Johnson, then Vice-President of 
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the United States aforesaid, with the intent unlawfully and maliciously to kill and 
murder him, the said Andrew Johnson. ; i : 

And in the further prosecution of the conspiracy aforesaid, and of its murderous 
and treasonable purposes aforesaid, on the nights of the 13th and 14th of April, A. D. 
1865, at Washington City, and within the military department and military lines 
aforesaid, the said Michael O’Laughlin did then and there lie in wait for Ulysses S. 
Grant, then lieutenant-general and commander of the Armies of the United States, 
as aforesaid, with intent then and there to kill and murder the said Ulysses S. Grant. 

And in further prosecution of said conspiracy, the said Samuel Arnold did, within 
the military department and military lines aforesaid, on or before the 6th day of 
March, A. D. 1865, and on divers other days and times between that day and the 15th 
day of April, A. D. 1865, combine, conspire with, and aid, counsel, abet, comfort, and 
support, the said John Wilkes Booth, Lewis Payne, George A. Atzerodt, Michael 
O’Laughlin, and their confederates, in said unlawful, murderous, and traitorous con- 
spiracy and in the execution thereof, as aforesaid. ‘ 

And in further prosecution of the said conspiracy, Mary E. Surratt did, at Wash- 
ington City, and within the military department and military lines aforesaid, on or 
before the 6th day of March, A. D. 1865, and on divers other days and times between 
that day and the 20th day of April, A. D. 1865, receive, entertain, harbor and con- 
ceal, aid and assist the said John Wilkes Booth, David E. Herold, Lewis Payne, 
John H. Surratt, Michael O’Laughlin, George A. Atzerodt, Samuel Arnold, and their 
confederates, with knowledge of the murdcrous and traitorous conspiracy aforesaid, 
and with intent to aid, abet, and assist them in the execution thereof, and in escap- 
ing from justice after the murder of the said Abraham Lincoln, as aforesaid. 

And in further prosecution of said conspiracy, the said Samuel A. Mudd did, at 
Washington City, and within the military department and military lines aforesaid, 
on or before the 6th day of March, A. D. 1865, and on divers other days and times 
between that day and the 20th day of April, A. D. 1865, advise, encourage, receive, 
entertain, harbor and conceal, aid and assist the said John Wilkes Booth, David E. 
Herold, Lewis Payne, John H. Surratt, Michael O’Laughlin, George A. Atzerodt, 
Mary E. Surratt, and Samuel Arnold, and their confederates, with knowledge of the 
murderous and traitorous conspiracy aforesaid, and with intent to aid, abet, and 
assist them in the execution thereof, and in escaping from justice after the murder of 
said Abraham Lincoln, in pursuance of said conspiracy in manner aforesaid. 

To which charge and specification the accused, David E. Herold, G. A. Atzerodt, 
Lewis Payne, Mary E. Surratt, Michael O’Laughlin, Edward Spangler, Samuel Arnold, 
and Samuel A. Mudd, pleaded not guilty. 


FINDINGS AND SENTENCES. 


1. In the case of David E. Herold, the commission, having maturely considered 
the evidence adduced, finds the accused as follows: 

Of the specification, guilty, except combining, confederating, and conspiring with 
Edward Spangler; as to which part thereof, not guilty. 

Of the charge, guilty, except the words of the charge, that he combined, con- 
Jenereed and conspired with Edward Spangler; as to which part of said charge, 
not guilty. 

And the commission does, therefore, sentence him, the said David E. Herold, to be 
hanged by the neck until he be dead, at such time and place as the President of the 
ee States shall direct, two-thirds of the members of the commission concurring 

erein. 

2. In the case of George A. Atzerodt, the commission, having maturely considered 
yr pacers padnecdy finds the accused'as follows: ; 

e specification, guilty, except combining, confederating, and conspiri ith 
Edward Spangler; of this, not guilty. . “ erie mew 

Of the charge, guilty, except combining, confederating, and conspiring with Ed- 
ward Spangler; of this, not guilty. f 

And the commission does, therefore, sentence him, the said George A. Atzerodt, to 
be hung by the neck until he be dead, at such time and place as the President of the 
pipe States shall direct, two-thirds of the members of the commission eqneurring 

erein. 

3. In the case of Lewis Payne, the commission, havi turel i 
ee sacaned finds the aecnned as follows: ’ ee ee 

the specification, guilty, except combining, confederati d iri i 
pane Sek ge of this, not guile. “ fe cai aint tains = 

the charge, guilty, except combining, confederati d iri it - 
ward Spangler ; of this, not guilty. m Saari huaatbares eine) 

And the commission does, therefore, sentence him, the said Lewis Payne, to be 
hung by the neck until he be dead, at such time and place as the President of the 


iviptlas pe shall direct, two-thirds of the members of the commission concurring 
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4, In the case of Mary KE, Surratt, the commission, having maturely consider 
evidence adduced, finds the accused as follows: : J vi aor 

Of the specification, guilty, except as to receiving, entertaining, harboring, and 
concealing Samuel Arnold and Michael O’Laughlin, and except as to combining, con- 
federating, and conspiring with Edward Spangler; of this, not guilty. 

Of the charge, guilty, except as to combining, confederating, and conspiring with 
Edward Spangler; of this, not guilty. 

And the commission does, therefore, sentence her, the said Mary BE. Surratt, to be 
hung by the neck until she be dead, at such time and place as the President of the 
Unies States shall direct, two-thirds of the members of the commission concurring 

erein. 

5. In the case of Michael O’Laughlin, the commission, having maturely considered 
the evidence adduced, finds the accused as follows: 

Of the specification, guilty, except the words thereof as follows: ‘‘And in the fur- 
ther prosecution of the conspiracy aforesaid, and of its murderous and treasonable 
purposes aforesaid, on the nights of the 13th and 14th of April, A. D. 1865, at Wash- 
ington City, and within the military department and military lines aforesaid, the 
said Michael O’Laughlin did then and there lie in wait for Ulysses 8. Grant, then 
lientenant-general and commander of the Armies of the United States, ith 
intent then and there to kill and murder the said Ulysses 8. Grant;” of said werds 
not guilty, and except combining, confederating, and conspiring with Edward 
Spangler; of this, not guilty. 

Of the charge, guilty, except combining, confederating, and conspiring with 
Edward Spangler; of this, not guilty. y 

And the commission does, therefore, sentence him, the said Michael O’Laughlin, to 
be imprisoned at hard labor for life at such penitentiary as the President of the 
United States shall designate. 

6. In the case of Edward Spangler, the commission, having maturely considered 
the evidence adduced, finds the accused as follows: 

Of the specification, not guilty, except as to the words, ‘‘The said Edward Span- 
gler, on said 14th day of April, A. D. 1865, at about the same hour of that day, as 
aforesaid, within said military department and the military lines aforesaid, did aid 
and abet him (meaning John Wilkes Booth) in making his escape after the said 
Abraham Lincoln had been murdered in manner aforesaid;” and of these words, 

uilty. 

; Of the charge, not guilty, but guilty of having feloniously and traitorously aided 
and abetted John Wilkes Booth in making his escape after having killed and mur- 
dered Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, he, the said Edward 
Spangler, at the time of aiding and abetting, as aforesaid, well knowing that the 
said Abraham Lincoln, President, as aforesaid, had been murdered by the said John 
Wilkes Booth, as aforesaid. 

And the commission does, therefore, sentence him, the said Edward Spangler, to 
be confined at hard labor for the period of six years, at such penitentiary as the 
President of the United States shall designate. 

7. In the case of Samuel Arnold, thecommission, having maturely considered the 
evidence adduced, finds the accused as follows: ; 

Of the specification, guilty, except combining, confederating, and conspiring with 
Edward Spangler; of this, not guilty. a , 

Of the charge, guilty, except combining, confederating, and conspiring with Ed- 
ward Spangler; of this, not guilty. ~ 

And the commission does, therefore, sentence him, the said Samuel Arnold, to be 
imprisoned at hard labor for life, at such penitentiary as the President of the United 
States shall designate. f ; 

8. In the case of Samuel A. Mudd, the commission, having maturely considered 
the evidence adduced, finds the accused as follows: bis ‘ 

Of the specification, guilty, except combining, confederating, and conspiring with 
Edward Spangler; of this, not guilty; and except receiving, entertaining, harboring, 
and concealing Lewis Payne, John H. Surratt, Michael O’Laughlin, George A. 
Atzerodt, Mary E. Surratt, and Samuel Arnold; of this, not guilty. : 

Of the charge, guilty, except combining, confederating, and conspiring with Ed- 
ward Spangler; of this, not guilty. \ ; 

And the commission does, therefore, sentence him, the said Samuel A. Mudd, to be 
imprisoned at hard labor for life, at such penitentiary as the President of the United 


States shall designate. 
IJ. The proceedings, findings, and sentences in the foregoing cases 
having been submitted to the President of the United States, the fol- 


lowing are his orders: 
EXECUTIVE MANsION, July 5, 1865. 


The foregoing sentences in the cases of David E. Herold, George A. Atzerodt, 
Lewir Payne, Michael O’Laughlin, Edward Spangler, Samuel Arnold, Mary E, Sur- 
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ratt, and Samuel A. Mudd are hereby approved, and it is ordered that the seutences 
in the cases of David E. Herold, G. A. Atzerodt, Lewis Payne, and Mary E. Surratt be 
carried into execution by the proper military authority, under the direction of the 
Secretary of War, on the 7th day of July, 1565, between the hours of 10 o’clock 
a.m. and 2 o’clock p.m. of that day. It is further ordered that the prisoners, Samuel 
Arnold, Samuel A. Mudd, Edward Spangler, and Michael O’Lau hlin, be confined at 
hard Jabor in the penitentiary at Albany, N. Y., during the period designated in their 


respective sentences. 
ANDREW JOHNSON, 
President. 


III. Maj. Gen. W. S. Hancock, U.S. Volunteers, commanding Middle 

Military Division, is commanded to cause the foregoing sentences in 
the cases of David E. Herold, G. A. Atzerodt, Lewis Payne, and Mary 
E. Surratt to be duly executed in accordance with the President’s 
order. 


EXECUTIVE MANSION, July 15, 1865. 


IV. The Executive Order, dated July 5, 1865, approving the sen- 
tences in the cases of Samuel Arnold, Samuel A. Mudd, Edward 
Spangler, and Michael O’Laughlin is hereby modified so as to direct 
that the said Arnold, Mudd, Spangler, and O’Laughlin be confined at 
hard labor in the military prison at Dry Tortugas, Fla., during the 
period designated in their respective sentences. .The Adjutant-Gen- 
eral of the Army is directed to issue orders for the said prisoners to be 
transported to the Dry Tortugas, and to be confined there accordingly. 

ANDREW JOHNSON, 
President. 


V..Maj. Gen. W. S. Hancock, U.S. Volunteers, commanding Middle 
Military Division, is commanded to send the prisoners Samuel Arnold, 
Sainuel A. Mudd, Edward Spangler, and Michael O’Laughlin, under 
charge of a commissioned officer, with a sufficient guard, to the Dry 
Tortugas, Fla., where they will be delivered to the commanding officer 
of the post, who is hereby ordered to confine the said Arnold, Mudd, 
Spangler, and O’Laughlin at hard labor during the periods designated 
in their respective sentences. 

VI. The military commission of which Maj. Gen. David Hunter is 
president is hereby dissolved.* 

By command of the President of the United States: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
. Washington, D. 0., July 5, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 


Commanding Armies of the United States, Washington, D. O.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report that, except a few sick who 
have been transferred to the post hospitals, all prisoners of war have 
been released from the following-named military prisons, viz: Point 


* By authority of the Secretary of War the record of this commission was edited 
by Benn Pitman, recorder to the commission, and published by Moore, Wilstach & 
Baldwin, Cincinnati, 1865, under the title ‘The Assassination of President Lincoln 
and the Trial of the Conspirators.” 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION AND CONFEDERATE. TO01 


Lookout, Newport News, Hart’s Island, Elmira, N. Y., Camp Chase, near 
Columbus, Ohio, Camp Morton, near Indianapolis, Ind., Camp Doug- 
las, near Chicago, Ill., Rock Island, Ill., and the military prison at 
Alton, I'l, and the forces stationed at these several places as guards 
to the prisons may now be relieved. 

There are now but 150 rebel officers confined at Johnson’s Island, and 
if it is thought advisable they may be transferred to Fort Warren or 
Fort Delaware, by which arrangement the guard can be relieved and 
the island may be returned to its owner; but I would again respectfully 
suggest that, inasmuch as there are extensive buildings and other works 
ou the island belonging to the Government, the island be not given 
up until it is decided whether it will not be required for a naval depot, 
for which its situation in a commodious bay at the southern end of 
Lake Erie seems to fit it in an eminent degree. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
3118 W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. 8. Army, Commissary-General of Prisorers. 


HILTON HEAD, July 7, 1865. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, Secretary of War: 

I have received General Townsend’s telegram of the 2d, conveying 
your rebuke for my alleged interference with the prisoners ordered by 
the Department to be confined and for assuming to set aside the orders 
of the Department. There is a grave mistake somewhere. I never 
received any orders to arrest Mr. Trenholm, nor any dispatch nor letter 
in which his name was mentioned, nor any reply to my telegram to 
the Adjutant-General of June 16 notifying him that I had made the 
arrest. I have never set aside your.orders nor knowingly disregarded 


your wishes. 
Q. A. GILLMORE, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPOT PRISONERS OF WAR, 
Elmira, N. Y., July 8, 1865. 
Col. J. R. LEw1s, Commanding Depot Prisoners of War: 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
July 8, 1865: . : 

Conduct—good. Cleanliness—very good. Clothing—sufficient. Bed- 
ding—abundant. Stateofquarters—clean, well policed. Stateofmess- 
houses—very well policed. State of kitchen—remarkably neat and 
clean. Food, quality of—good. Food,quantity of—abundant. Water— 
sufficient. Sinks—in very good order. Police of grounds—very careful. 
Drainage—good. Police of hospital—excellent. Attendance of sick— 
excellent. Hospital diet—very good. General health of prisoners— 
much improved. Vigilance of guard—excellent. 

Remarks and suggestions.—I respectfully call the commanding officer’s 
attention to the greatly superior advantages of hospital buildings and 
grounds in prison camp to the cheerless and otherwise inappropriate 
character of buildings now in use for general hospital. The great 
beauty of the grounds and taste in arranging the flowers and walks in 
the prison camp would add to tke invalid’s pleasure and chances for 
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a prompt recovery, contrasted with the general hospital now in use, 
which is without any cheerful surroundings, no adornment, and in a 
position of no beauty or taste. I would recommend abandonment of 
buildings now in use as general hospital and transfer of sick to hospital 
in prison camp as a sanitary measure and greatly for the benefit of the 
service. Added to this, the sick would be in charge of a regularly 
commissioned surgeon. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

P. W. STANHOPE, 
Bot. Maj., U. S. Army, Capt., Twelfth Infty., Inspecting Officer. 


[Indorsement. ] 


The remarks of the inspector as regards the general hospital are 
extra-official, as said hospital is not under my command, but the facts 
are as stated. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissary-General of Prisoners. 

J. R. LEWIS, 
Colonel First Regt. Veteran Reserve Corps, Comdg. Depot. 


JACKSONVILLE, FLA., July 11, 1865. 
His Excellency ANDREW JOHNSON, 
President of the United States: 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The inclosed letter* from Mr. D. L. Yulee, now a 
prisoner at Fort Pulaski, Ga., was received yesterday. 1 have to 
request that it and my remarks may be filed with Mr. Yulee’s petition 
until such time as Your Hxcellency may be able to act on said petition. 
I have questioned quite a number of citizens, some loyal and others 
lately active among the rebels, ang all agree that Mr. Yulee has lived 
quietly at his home during the late struggle and refused all offers of 
office under the so-called Confederate authorities. I conversed with 
Mr. Yulee previous to his arrest and since, and have inquired ot others 
concerning him, and I infer from his conversation, as well as from the 
testimony of others, that he belonged to the peaceable secession party, 
and was bitterly opposed to any resort to arms, desiring to have the 
question of secession settled either by the courts or by a general con- 
vention to amend the Constitution. Mr. Yulee informed me previous 
to his arrest that as soon as he was satisfied that the Government 
intended to carry out President Lincoln’s emancipation proclamation 
he intended to call his slaves together and notify them that they 
were free, and that he would make arrangements with them for culti- 
vating the growing crops. I am also informed that he advised his 
friends to pursue a similar course. They have generally done so, and 
comparative quiet and industry prevail throughout the limits of my 
command. From my conversations with Mr. Yulee I should infer that 
he was not opposed to the adoption by the State of the constitutional 
amendment abolishing slavery and of a resolution disowning the right 
of secession. Should Your Excellency see proper to extend Executive 
clemency to Mr, Yulee [ think you will have no reason to regret having 
pene so, and that you will find in him a peaceable and law-abiding 
citizen. 

I am, very respectfully, Your Excellency’s obedient servant, 
I. VOGDES, 
Brigadier- General. 


*See Yulee to Johuson, June 24, p. 668. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, EXECUTIVE DEPT., 
Boston, July 11, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. E. A. HrrcHcock, 
Commissioner of Exchange, Washington, D. O.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that the two colored boys 
attached to the Forty-second Massachusetts, and sold in Texas, have 
returned in safety to Massachusetts since my letters to you of the 2d 
and 7th of June. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

H. WARE, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General, Private Secretary. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, July 11, 1865—8.50 p.m. 
Mrs. JoHN A. CAMPBELL: 
(Care Major-General Terry, Richmond.) 

The application for the release of Judge Campbell from imprison- 
ment at Fort Pulaski was considered by the President in Cabinet 
to-day, and I am directed to inform you that the President does not 
consider it expedient to grant the request or to make any order for the 
liberation of Judge Campbell at present. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


Wark DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, July 11, 1865—3.45 p.m. 
Judge WiLLIAM M. MERRICK, Baltimore: 

Mr. Yulee’s application for release from Fort Pulaski has been con- 
sidered by the President, who declines to grant the request, and directs 
that Mr. Yulee be detained in custody at Fort Pulaski. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


WASHINGTON, July 11, 1865. 
Major-General MILEs, Fort Monroe: 

The Secretary of War directs me to request that you will inform 
Mr. Olay, a prisoner in your charge, that his letter addressed to the 
Secretary was received and submitted to the President in Cabinet; 
that the President will not at present make any order in regard to 
Mr, Clay, but directs that he be detained in custody as heretofore, 
and order former orders allowing him such food and recreation as his 
health may require, in accordance with the directions heretofore com- 


municated to you by this office. 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WASHINGTON, July 12, 1865. 
Hon E. M. STANTON, Secretary of War: 
Col. O. E. Babcock, of my staff, has just returned from a tour of 
inspection to Rock Island, Alton, and Indianapolis. He will make a 
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written report in which I may make some recommendations for orders. 
He reports, however, verbally, that at each-of the prisons there is con- 
siderable property which has been purchased out of prison funds and 
a large amount of funds on hand at each place. There is now no longer 
any use for this property or money for the purposes for which it was 
obtained. It clearty belongs to Government. I would therefore recom- 
mend that an order be made requiring officers at all prisons which have 
been emptied to sell all property that has been purchased out of prison 
funds, and at all other prisons to do the same thing as fast as they 
are cleared of prisoners, and to turn the money over to the proper 
authorities. 
U. SP GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED SLATES, 
Washington, D. C., July 18, 1865. 
Bvt. Col. T. S. BOWERS, 
. Assistant Adjutant-General, U. 8S. Army: 


COLONEL: I have the honor to submit the following report for the 
information of the lieutenant-general commanding: In accordance with 
Special Orders, No. 343, Adjutant-Gencral’s Office, War Department, 
June 29, 1865, and telegraph dispatch of July 3, signed by the lieuten- 
ant-general, | made an inspection of the prison at Alton, Ill., on the 
3d of July. Found no inmates, all having been discharged or trans- 
ferred to Jefferson City and Saint Louis, Mo., by order of General 
Dodge, commanding Department of the Missouri. I found a guard of 
five companies of the One hundred and forty-fourth lllinois Volunteer 
Infantry. The old Alton penitentiary and the temporary barracks and 
hospitals are all that require guarding. Colonel Kuhn, commanding 
the One hundred and forty-fourth Volunteers (Illinois), informed me on 
the 4th of July that he had received orders to proceed to Springfield, 
Ill., with his regiment to be mustered out, a company having been sent 
from Saint Louis to do the necessary guard duty. [examined such of 
the records as remained at Alton and found them in apparent good 
order, but could not verify them, as the prisoners had all been removed. 
The prison fund on hand amounts to near $35,000. I would recommend 
the breaking up of this post at once, the prison to be turned over to its 
owners, the public property to be sold or transferred to other depots. 

I inspected the military prison at Rock Island on the 6th of July. 
This prison is also empty. It is guarded by seven companies of Vet- 
eran Reserve Corps. Six companies were under orders to proceed to 
Springfield, Ill. The prisoners here were exchanged, or released on 
taking the oath of allegiance. The grounds, barracks, hospitals, and 
records all show great care and attention on the part of the com- 
manding officer, Colonel Johnson. The prison fund here amounts to 
$174,068.15. As this island is to be the place of deposit of a large 
amount of ammunition I would recommend the preservation of the 
buildings. The locality has the’appearance of being very healthy, and 
would, in my opinion, be a fine location for a general hospital, if the 
establishment of such should again become necessary. 

_Linspected the prison at Indianapolis on the 10th of July and found 
eight prisoners—one citizen and seven prisoners of war. Citizen 
William E. Munford, supposed to be a lieutenant in the ©. S. Army, 
held as a spy, was arrested with one Maj. J. B. Castleman on same 
charge. Castleman has been released on condition that he would leave 
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the country not to return. I would recommend Munford to be released 
on taking the oath of allegiance or required to leave the country. The 
seven turned over as prisoners of war are held as deserters from our 
own Army. I submit herewith a statement* furnished by the com- 
manding officer of the prison. I would recommend their discharge on 
taking the oath of allegiance, as their trial would be attended with 
many difficulties and great expense, and they can do no harm if 
released. The prison grounds, barracks, and particularly the hospital, 
show great care on the part of the commanding officer, Brevet Briga- 
dier-General Stevens, Veteran Reserve Corps. The prison fund amounts 
to about $100,000. These prisoners released or transferred,.the major- 
general commanding the district, Major General Hovey, informs me 
that he can dispense with all but one camp at this place, which will 
reduce his necessary guards very much. I would recommend the imme- 
diate sale of all but one of these camps. I also found some forty of the 
Veteran Reserve Corps prisoners in the guard-house, guilty of mutiny. 
The major-general commanding says their guilt is clear and recom- 
mends their dishonorable discharge without pay as an economical and 
judicious disposition. [I am of the opinion that nearly every temporary 
barrack and appendage throughout the country wight be sold at once 
and the necessary expense of guarding be dispensed with. The dis- 
charged troops detained temporarily at specified rendezvous for pay- 
meut might be supplied with wall and A tents, which would require 
but small guards, the tents to be kept stored whenever not occupied. 


Respectfully submitted. 
O. E. BABCOOK, 
Ineutenant-Oolonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. DEPT. OF WASHINGTON, 
TWENTY-SECOND ARMY CORPS, 
No. 168. July 13, 1865, 
* * * * * * * 


6. I. Under instructions from the Headquarters of the Army Point 
Lookout, Md., is discontinued as a garrisoned post. 

All general and general staff officers there serving will, under the 
provisions of General Orders, No, 106, current series, War Department, 
Adjutant General’s Office, of June 2, 1865, proceed to their respective 
homes, and thence report by letter to the Adjutant-General of the 
Army. 

Il, The commanding officer Twenty-fourth Regiment U.S. Colored 
Troops will detail a strong company of his regiment, commanded by a 
reliuble officer, to take charge of, until further orders, the public prop- 
erty at that post. With the remainder of his regiment he will report 
for duty with as little delay as practicable to Major-General Terry, com- 
manding Department of Virginia, at Richmond. 

The quartermaster’s department will furnish the required trans- 
portation. 

* * * * * * * 
Major-General Augur: 

By command of Maj gu R, CHANDLER, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


* Omitted. 
45 R R—SERIES II, VOL VIII 
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WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington Oity, July 14, 1865. 
Major-General MILES, Commanding, Fort Monroe: 

Recent information from Canada indicates that there is some plot 
going on for an effort—by surprise, stratagem, or other means—to lib- 
erate Davis and Clay. The Government has implicit reliance on your 
vigilance, but it is due to you to be apprised of what the enemy designs. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. O., July 15, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. J. Hott, Judge-Advocate-General, Washington, D. C.: 
GENERAL: By direction of the lieutenant-general commanding the 
Army, I have the honor to inclose herewith a list of two prisoners in 
confinement at Johnson’s Island—Charles H. Cole and John E. Robin- 
son—with documents showing what evidence is against them,* and 
your opinion is respectfully requested as to the disposition that shall 
be made of these man. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
But. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


RICHMOND, VA., July 15, 1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel ORDWAY, 
Provost-Marshal-General, Department of Virginia: 

The undersigned, appointed a board in accordance with Special 
Orders, No. 25, headquarters Department of Virginia, Office of Provost- 
Marshal-General, of June 3, 1865, respectfully submit the following final 
report of our investigation into the case of Judge Ould, Major Carring- 
ton, Captain Hatch, and Capt. C. Morfit, late officers in the C. S. Army. 

We find that all money was taken from Federal prisoners on their 
being committed to Libby Prison by order of Maj. Thomas P. Turner, 
O.S. Army, and turned over by him to Capt. C. Morfit, assistant quarter- 
master, C.S. Army, together with invoices of the same, giving the name 
of each person to whom said money belonged. This money was regu- 
larly credited to the proper owners upon the books of Captain Morfit 
the names being numerically arranged. From the funds which they 
had deposited prisoners were generally allowed $100 per month in Con- 
federate money. The rate which they were allowed was generally $7 
Confederate for one U. S. Treasury note, this rate being fixed by the 
Confederate Secretary of War. During a part of the year 1864, how- 
ever, they were merely allowed dollar for dollar. Captain Morfit’s 
books show the rate allowed in each individual transaction. When 
prisoners were exchanged the balance due to them was generally paid 
them in kind, and their receipts taken by Captain Morfit although 
there were rare instances in which they were compelled to take Con- 
federate money instead of U.S. Treasury notes which they had thus 
deposited. By an order ot the Confederate Secretary of War all sums 


*See Hill to Hitchcock, October 1, 1864, Vol. VII, this series, p. 901. 
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taken from prisoners of a larger amount than $500 was confiscated, in 
the supposition that it might be United States Government funds. 
But two instances of this character, however, were discovered upon the 
books of Captain Morfit. 

Major Turner’s books showing amounts taken from prisoners were 
burned by himself on the night of the evacuation of Richmond. Still, 
the Board is satisfied that all moneys received and disbursed by Cap- 
tain Morfit were faithfully recorded upon his books. We find that 
by order of the Quartermaster-General ©. S. Army $15,000 U. 8. 
Treasury notes belonging to Federal prisoners were turned over to 
that officer and his receipt taken for the same by Captain Morfit, 
leaving a balance of to be accounted for by Captain Morfit. 
This amount we found had been deposited by him in the hands of 
Major Carrington, late paymaster, and William Norris, commissioner 
of exchange, and has been turned over to the provost-narshal-general, 
Department of Virgiuia by those officers. Former reports in the 
case of Major Carrington and Captain Morfit will show the several 
amounts. 

In accordance with orders from General Gardner, provost-marshal- 
general, C. S. Army, Captain Morfit had turned over to Captain 
Hatch, assistant to Judge Ould, a part of the moneys belonging to 
Federal prisoners, a8 shown by previous reports. All moneys thus 
received by Captain Hatch have been turned over to Brevet Brigadier- 
General Mulford, assistant agent of exchange. 

A thorough investigation of the whole system of keeping the money 
accounts of Federal prisoners has been made, and we find that the 
books of Judge Ould, Captain Hatch, and Captain Morfit were sys- 
tematically and correctly kept, and so far as the parties to this inves- 
tigation are concerned we fully exonerate them from all charges of 
fraud or dishonesty. Whatever they may have done which appears to 
have reflected discredit upon the Confederate Bureau of Exchange we 
find was done by higher authority, the parties in question having 
throughout acted in a straightforward, legitimate manner, as they in 
every instance produce the original orders on which they acted. 

We respectfully recommend that all books and papers belonging to 
the office of Judge Ould and Captain Hatch, and all books and papers 
from the office of Captain Morfit pertaining to or in any way relating 
to the Federal prisoners be turned over to Bvt. Brig. Gen. J. EK, Mul- 
ford, assistant agent of exchange, U. 8S. Army. 

We further recommend that the retained papers of Captain Morfit’s 
quartermaster accounts, together with the property and papers relat- 
ing to the same of deceased Confederate soldiers, be turned over to 
Captain Morfit. } : fy me) 

We take pleasure in stating that during this entire investigation the 
parties accused have manifested a perfect willingness to assist, and 
have offered every facility in bringing about a final consummation of 
our inquiries. The most minute inquiries suet been satisfactorily 
answered and explained by all parties concerned. 

y p dais J. McENTEE, 
Lieut. Col. Twentieth New York, and President of Mil. Com, 
THOS. F. EDMANDS, 
Major Twenty-fourth Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry. 
J. M. SCHOONMAKER, 
Captain, and Recorder Military Commission. 
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War DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTIOE, 
July 18, 1865. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. W. Horrman, U.S. Army, | 
Oommissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, D. O.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of the 15th instant, with which, pursuant to the direction 
of the lieutenant-general of the Army, you inclose the papers in the 
cases of Charles H. Cole and John EH. Robinson (held as prisoners of 
war) for the opinion thereon of the Judge-Advocate-General as to 
their proper disposition, and in reply thereto would respectfully sub- 
mit as follows: tr 

It is clearly disclosed by the report of Col. Charles W. Hill, U.S. 
Army, and the testimony accompanying the same, that Cole was an 
active co-conspirator with Jacob Thompson, C. C. Clay, jr., W. Norris, 
and others in Canada and the neighboring States of the Union, in a 
scheme to release in September last the rebel prisoners confined on 
Johnson’s Island, and to seize the U. S. steamer Michigan, then 
stationed at Sandusky, Ohio; that Cole had, for a considerable period 
before his arrest (on 19th of September), been engaged in the prepara- 
tory details of the expedition, and that while so engaged he was 
directly in the pay of the rebel Government, receiving from Thompson, 
its “agent and commissioner,” sundry sums of money in gold and U.S. 
Treasury notes, amounting in all to about $4,000; further, that Robin- 
son was a subordinate of Cole in the general plan, and, though pos- 
sessed of less intelligence, was actively employed in the plot.* 

What the details alluded to precisely were, beyond passing to and 
fro between the representatives of the rebellion in Oanada and the 
United States, and acting principally at Sandusky as a principal and 
director of the parties on the United States side of the lake who were to 
co-operate in carrying out the scheme, does not clearly appear. The 
seizure, however, of the steamers Island Queen and Philo Parsons by 
Canadian rebels on the same day as that on which Cole was arrested 
was a signal overt act of the conspiracy, for which he is no doubt to 
be held responsible equally with those immediately concerned therein. 

The only direct testimony connecting Cole actively with the plot is, 
indeed, his own confession. This confession was oral, and does not 
appear in written form, but having been made, and, as it is understood, 
voluntarily, in the presence of Colonel Hill and Captain Carter, of the 
Michigan, and carefully noted, in substance, by the former, it may 
readily be introduced in evidence. 

No confession or statement by Robinson appears to have been pre- 
ore and the only proof against him is found in the declarations of 

ole. 

Upon the arrest of the latter a communication was addressed by 
Thompson and Olay, from Toronto, Canada West, to Colonel Hill, pro- 
testing against Cole’s being treated as a spy, and claiming that he was 
an escaped rebel prisoner who could merely be returned to captivity by 
the U. 8. authorities, but could not be proceeded against for any crime. 

But though there is no evidence that Cole was technically a spy, yet 
that he is to be treated as a criminal, and not as a prisoner of war, is 
abundantly shown by the papers found in his possession upon his 
apprehension. From these it appears that when a prisoner of war at 
Memphis in April, 1864, he subscribed both to a formal parole not to 
take up arms against the United States or give any aid or comfort to 


*See Thompson’s report, Series I, Vol. XLIII, Part II, p. 930. 
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the enemy, and to an oath of allegiance to the Government ; and that 
thereupon he was-granted, under the designation of ‘ Uharles Cole, 
late a captain in the rebel Army,” a permission to proceed to Harrisburg, 
Pa., with the condition only that he should report to the provost- 
marshal there. He was, therefore, to be deemed, from and after that 
time, as a citizen, under military surveillance, perhaps, but no less a 
citizen and owing allegiance as such to the United States. 

It follows, therefore, that this party is triable, as follows: 

For a treasonable conspiracy with Robinson, Thompson, Clay, Norris, 
and others. 

For a violation of the laws of war in engaging in an attempt to seize 
Government property and release prisoners of war. 

For a violation of his oath of allegiance. 

For a violation of his parole. 

Upon any and all of these charges he is believed to be triable by a 
military commission. 

As to Robinson, although no doubt guilty of the first two offenses, 
yet in the absence of any other testimony against him than that of 
Cole, he could not well be convicted except upon the first; and it may 
therefore be deemed best, if it be determined to bring these parties to 
trial, to arraign and try them together upon the first charge, anc not 
further prosecute Cole separately upon the other charges specified. 

It would appear, however, that the criminality of Robinson is of.a 
character much less grave than that of Cole, and also that he is not a 
person of influence or much intelligence. It is suggested, therefore, 
that the privilege be offered him of appearing as a witness against Cole, 
upon the usual terms of pardon, provided he fully and frankly dis- 
closes all the facts within his knowledge; and that should he so 
appear and disclose, the trial of Cole upon all the charges indicated 
be proceeded with. 

That this man—at once a secret agent and hireling of the rebellion 
and a false and perjured traitor—should escape punishment would 
appear to involve a deplorable failure of justice. 

In the absence of the Judge-Advocate-General: 

A, A. HOSMER, . 
Major and Judge-Advocate. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFIOE, 
Washington, July 18, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. Q. A. GILLMORE, U.S. Volunteers, 
Commanding Department of South Carolina, Hilton Head, 8. O.: 
Sir: Your letter of the 7th instant in relation to the release of Mr. 
Trenholm from Fort Pulaski has been seen by the Secretary of War, 
who directs me to say that your explanation entirely exonerates you 
trom blame. ao rer fi u 
I am, sir, very res ully, your obedient servan 
7 fons foo «aad E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, July 20, 1865. 
Brigadier-General HoFFMAN, Commissary-General of Prisoners: 
S1zr: The President of the United States directs that the co mand- 
ers of the several prison stations be instructed to proceed imme iately 
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to discharge all the prisoners of war of the rebel Army and Navy except 
those captured with Jefferson. Davis, and any others where special 
reasons are known to exist for holding them, upon the following con- 
ditions: First, that they take the oath of allegiance to the United 
States; second, that they give their paroles to be of good behavior and 
commit no act of hostility against the United States. 

The Quartermaster’s Department will furnish transportation to all 
released prisoners to the nearest accessible point to their homes, by 
railor steam-boat. You will please report the names and places of con- 
finement of those excepted. 

It is believed that there are some prisoners of war in the Old Capitol 
who should be released under this order. 

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FoRT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., July 20, 1865. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

GENERAL: During the last week Mr. Davis appears extremely 
dejected. He takes little or no exercise, constantly sitting in his chair 
or reclining on his couch. I suggest the propriety of allowing him to 
be taken out into the open air occasionally, this to be done under my 
own supervision, as that seems to be the only method of requiring him 
to take exercise, which he seems to avoid. When he heard of the exe- 
cution of the assassins he made the remark that “‘ President Johnson 
is very quick on the trigger.” Since then he seems to realize that there 
is a Government and is exceedingly humble. Major Church, who takes 
this communication, will give you any particulars you may desire. 

1 am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Brevet Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington City, July 22, 1865. 
Major-General MILES, Commanding, Fort Monroe: 


Your letter was received. Your messenger went back to-day with a 
brief note. Since his departure, upon consultation, it has been 
determined : 

First. That you may remove the guards and lights from Mr. Davis’ 
room if they are inconvenient to him, taking such precautionary 
measures as you may think adequate for his security. 

Second. That you may allow him to take such exercise in the open 
air, under your own immediate supervision, as the surgeon in charge 
may deem essential to his health, but allowing no other persons to hold 
communication with him. 
inc ys You may allow him such books and papers as he may desire 

read. 

Fourth. You should see him personally every day, and if any other 
relaxation consistent with his secure detention is deemed beneficial 
to his health by yourself or his surgeon you will report it to this 
Department. 

Fifth. You will make daily reports of your visits to him and the state 
of his health, and oftener if his health changes for the worse. 
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Sixth. You will continue every vigilance and precaution against 
efforts to escape by surprise, stratagem, or other means, but it is not 
the desire of the Government to subject him to any hardships not 
essential to his secure detention. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


Fort Monrog, VA., July 23, 1865—1 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of telegram 
of last evening from the honorable Secretary of War giving instruc- 
tions in regard to the treatment of the prisoner Jefferson Davis. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
N. A. MILES, 
Brevet Major-General. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE, Washington, D. C., July 24, 1865. 
JOSEPH E. BRowN, Atlanta, Ga.: 

The Governor of the State ought to proceed at once to appoint per- 
sons to administer the amnesty oath. The oath can be administered 
by any military or civil officer who is loyal to the Government of the 
United States. Iam gratified to know that the people of Georgia are 
acting so promptly in restoring civil authority, and hope it will be a 
complete success. The letters referred to by you sent by express have 
not been received. Judge Patterson is somewhere in Tennessee; will 


be here soon.* 
ANDREW JOHNSON, 
President of the United States. 


Hpqgrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FoRT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., July 24, 1865. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report, in compliance with instruc- 
tions, that I find Jeff. Davis as well to-day as he has been for a week 
past. He complains some of rheumatic pains in the back of his head 
and neck. He takes exercise to-day in the open air, which I think will 
improve his physical condition. 

I remain, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Brevet Major-General of Volunteers. 


Hpgrs. Minirary District oF ForT MoNnRoz, 
Fort Monroe, Va., July 25, 1865. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report in reference to the prisoner 
Davis that yesterday he exercised in the open air, the benefits arising 
from which are evident, as to-day he is quite cheerful and appears to 


*This in reply to Brown of July 21, Series I, V,ol. XLIX, Part II, p. 1088, 
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feel encouraged by the change of treatment. Clay’s health is improv- 
ing very fast. He is much stronger and his nerves are much steadier 
than when he first entered the fort. Mitchel exercises a great deal in 
his cell, walking many miles a day, and says he has nothing to com- 
lain of. 
: I am, general, with respect, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Brevet Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


Hpagrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FORT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., July 26, 1865. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report the health of the prisoner 
Davis as improving. He exercised yesterday and was allowed to read 
the New York Times.* 

lam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Brevet Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


Wark DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, July 26, 1865. 
Hon. J. S. BLack, York, Pa.: 

Sir: I am directed by the Secretary of War to acknowledge your 
note of the 24th instant, and to say in reply that the President declines 
to grant your request to visit and confer with Clement C. Clay, a 
prisoner in military custody at Fort Monroe. 

When the time and place of Mr. Clay’s trial shall be determined the 
President will afford every proper facility for counsel to aid and assist 
him in his defense. Any further communication you may desire to 
make on the subject you will please address to the Attorney-General. 

Your obedient servant, 
EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, July 27, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. J. HOOKER, 
Commanding Department of the Hast, New York City: 

By direction of the Secretary of War the commandant at Fort 
Warren is authorized to extend to Mr. Stephens any indulgence and 
freedom from close confinement that may be beneficial to his health, 
and to allow him to have free enjoyment of books, papers, and society, 
with exercise in the open air, and furnish him such indulgence in fruits, 
food, and beverages as may be agreeable to him and beneticial to his 
health, using proper precautions for his safe detention, or taking his 
parole to remain in custody and make no effort to escape. He may 
receive the visits of his family and personal friends under such restric. 
tions as the proper police of the fort may require. Acknowledge 
receipt. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


“General Miles’ daily reports representing Mr. Davis as “‘ well” are omitted 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION AND CONFEDERATE. 713 


WASHINGTON, D. C., Jul 5. 
Maj. Gen. JosEPH HOOKER, | sdb sao Tess 
Commanding Department of the East, New York Oity: 
GENERAL: The Secretary of War directs that General W. N. R. 
Beall, of the late rebel Army, now on parole in New York, be released 
on the same terms as other rebel general officers, viz: First, that he take 
the oath of allegiance to the United States; second, that he give his 
parole to be of good behavior and commit no act of hostility against 
the United States. . 
Will you please give the necessary orders for his release on the above 
conditions. The form of parole used in such cases is herewith inclosed, 
one copy with copy of oath of allegiance to be forwarded to this office. 
Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


CONFIDENTIAL. | WINNSBOROUGH, S. O., July 29, 1865. 


Hon. WILLIAM H. SEWARD: 


My Deak Sir: Being impressed with the liberality of your senti- 
ments, I take the liberty of making an application to you in behalf of 
Mr. 8. R. Mallory, formerly associated with you in the U. S. Senate. 
Mallory was forced into the secession vortex. I know the fact that at 
Montgomery he was one of the very few who avowed a willingness to 
go back into the Union on the basis of a satisfactory compromise. He 
lost his popularity in Florida at the beginning of secession because he 
aided to prevent an attack on Fort Pickens. Since the break down of 
the Richmond Government he was very anxious to go home and be a 
good and loyal citizen. I am perfectly satisfied he is anxious to go 
home and act as you would desire—in the interest of peace, harmony, 
and fraternity. Permit me, therefore, to invoke your kind offices in his 
behalf. 

Whilst writing to you I would add that public affairs are progressing 
as favorably as could be expected. The appointment of Perry as 
Governor gives great satisfaction. Up to the act of secession I think 
Governor Perry was the outspoken friend of the Union, and deserves 
more credit in this regard than any man of public station in the State. 
But while I concede all this to Governor Perry, I must file notice of 
appellant in my own case. I claim to have done more to prepare the 
public mind for peace (which, of course, meant reunion) by my letter in 
1864 to Mr. Davis than any man at the South. In the violent denun- 
ciations which this letter brought upon me I stood almost alone, so far 
as the public men were concerned, in this State. I did not have the 
satisfaction of hearing a word of approval from even Governor Perry 
at that time, though it would have been extremely agreeable to me. 
Governor Perry at that time held an appointment under Mr, Davis 
(commissioner of impressments), while I was in constant opposition to 
Mr. Davis, whom I looked upon as but little less than a madman. I 
was always devotedly attached to the Union, considered slavery a tem- 
porary institution, and considered a convulsion in this country as one 
of the greatest misfortunes that could happen to humanity. In yield- 
ing to the secession movement in 1860 I expected to effect a compromise. 
The basis of my compromise was the abandonment of slavery in the 
Territories and guarantee against Congressional action in the States. 
The great mistake 1 made was that I thought the people out of South 
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Carolina, both North and South, had more sense than they did, I 
expected a compromise to take place, and then I was prepared to take 
the conservative side. If you could have directed public sentiment 
North I believe all would have ended well without shedding a drop of 
blood. Mr. John Lee, of Washington (a friend of Mr. Seaton), knows that 
in December, 1860, I was anxious to have a confidential interview with 
you to bring about a settlement. I bring up these things now for this 
purpose: If is probable, as a Member or Senator, I shall be sent to Wash- 
ington this winter, and in that event I don’t want to be excluded from 
my seat. I favor emancipation in our State constitution. I am utterly 
opposed to repudiation. I am a supporter of President Johnson’s 
administration. 
With sentiments of highest regard, yours, sincerely, 
WILLIAM W. BOYCE. 


P. S.—I think you made a blunder in not permitting the writ of 
habeas corpus in Mrs. Surratt’s case. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., August 2, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, U. 8. Army: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report that the following-named 
prison stations have been vacated and the buildings may now be disposed 
of as may best promote the interests of the service, viz: Depot at 
Elmira, N. Y.; depot on Hart’s Island, N. Y.; depot at Point Lookout, 
Md.; Camp Chase, Camp Morton, Camp Douglas, and Rock Island. 
At Point Lookout the buildings, fencing, &c., were erected at the 
expense of the prison fund, but at the other prisons they were built in 
part at the expense of the Quartermaster’s Department and in part 
were paid for from the prison fund. At Fort Delaware there are bar- 
racks for a regiment, paid for from the prison fund, and extensive 
prison barracks, hospital, and fencing, erected partly by the Quarter- 
master’s Department and partly by the prison fund. As the prisoners 
of war have all been released from Fort Delaware, the regiment of 
infantry is no longer required to guard them, and all the buildings may 
be sold or otherwise disposed of as may be most expedient. The depot 
at Newport News has been vacated and the property turned over to the 
Quartermaster’s Department. . 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. 8S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


AUGUSTA, August 5, 1865. 
Hon. HK, M. STANTON: 

The wife of Robert Toombs, of Georgia, desires to know whether 
Mr. Toombs can be paroled if he surrenders to the military authori- 
ties.* 

Respectfully, 
JAS. B. STEEDMAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


* For correspondence relating to Toombs not published in this series, see Series I, 
Vol. XLIX, Part II. 
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GENERAL ORDERS, HDaQrs. DISTRICT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
No. 3. Cumberland, Md., August 8, 1865. 


pik following order is promulgated for the information of all con 
cerned: 


GENERAL ORDERS, , HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MiLITaARY DEPARTMENT, 
No. 6. Baltimore, August 2, 1865. 

Paroled prisoners of the late rebel armies who have not been pardoned by the 
President of the United States will, upon arriving within the limits of this depart- 
ment, report their presence and their residence immediately to the nearest provost- 
marshal and register their names. If non-residents of this department, and not 
allowed by the terms of their parole to enter the department, the especial authority 
must be shown and filed under which they are found therein, and that authority to 
be valid must be from an officer having power in the premises. To allow persons of 
the latter class to remain within the limits of this department requires the sanction 
of the department commander or of higher authority; that of another department 
commander is not sufficient. 

The commanding officer of a district may authorize persons still under parole to 
leave their homes and visit points within the limits of that district, but to visit 
other districts requires additional permission of the commanding officer of the dis- 
trict to which the person desires to go, or of higher authority. 

No person, however, of the class named will be allowed to visit the city of Balti- 
more without permission from these headquarters, or higher authority. All persons 
availing themselves of the provisions of the foregoing order will be promptly 
reported by subordinate provost-marshals to Lieut. Col. John Woolley, provost- 
marshal-general, Middle Military Department, and any evasion of this order will be 
promptly noticed. 

By command of Major-General Hancock: 

ADAM E. KING, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


To carry out the provisions of this order it is directed that all paroled 
prisoners within the limits of this district will report at once to the 
nearest provost-marshal and register their names and places of resi- 
dence, and receive respectively from him a certificate of sach registra- 
tion. The provost-marshals of sub-districts will at the end of each 
month forward to Maj. H. A. Myers, provost-marshal of the district, 
at these headquarters, lists showing names and residence of those who 
have reported and registered under this order. 

Applications from paroled prisoners for passes to leave their homes 
and visit other points within the District of West Virginia will be 
forwarded to these headquarters for the approval or action of the 
general commanding. 

By order of Brevet Major-General Emory: 

TH. MELVIN, 
Assistant’ Adjutant-General. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE, Washington, D. 0., August 10, 1865, 
Chief Justice CHASE, Providence, R. I.: 
I would be pleased to have a conference with you in reference to the 
time, place, and manner of trial of Jefferson Davis at your earliest 


onvenience. 
ANDREW JOHNSON, 


President of the United States. 


Hpars. MILITARY DisTRICT OF FoRT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., August 11, 1865. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General : 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report Davis and Mitchel as being 
well. Clay is somewhat better to-day than yesterday, he having slept 
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well last night. In a conversation with Mitchel yesterday he said he 
would leave the country if the Government would allow him. He 
commences to feel his imprisonment, but says he has nothing of which 
to complain. His promise to leave the country I think would be a 
good method of getting rid of the incendiary. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Brevet Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


WaR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, August 11, 1865—12.30 p.m. 
Major-General STEEDMAN, Augusta, Ga.: 
Your telegram respecting Robert Toombs has been submitted to the 
President, who directs that if Mr. Toombs comes within reach of the 
U.S. forces, he be immediately arrested and sent in close custody to 


Fort Warren. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


KiInGstTon, R.I., August 12, 1865. 
The PRESIDENT: 
Your telegram received and will come to Washington Thursday next. 
S. P. CHASE. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington City, August 14, 1865. 
Major-General TERRY, Richmond: 

A week or two ago application was made by Mr. Robert Ould to 
visit Washington to consult a surgeon. On its being brought to my 
attention permission was immediately given, which seems not to have 
been communicated to him. You will inform Mr. Ould that he has 
permission to visit Washington for the purpose mentioned in his 
application. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


RICHMOND, VA., August 14, 1865. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 

Your dispatch is received. The permission was communicated to Mr. 
Ould three days since. I have inquired, and find that he will leave here 
for Washington to-morrow morning. 

A. H. TERRY, 
Major-General. 


Hpgrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FoRT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., August 15, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. E, D, TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General : 
GENERAL: Inclosed I have the honor to transmit letter from the 
prisoner Davis to P. H, Gillett. Davis desires permission to write to 
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his wife. Clay appears to be, and says he is, better to-acy than he has 
been for the past three weeks. His health is very changeable, and 
appears to be governed by his mind. Mitchel is well. 
I am, general, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Brevet Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF LOUISIANA, 
New Orleans, La., August 15, 1865. 


COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, Washington, D. O.: 


Srr: I have the honor to forward by Adams Express statements of 
the number of commissioned officers and enlisted men belonging to the 
army of the Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana, 
surrendered by Lieut. Gen. Richard Taylor, C. S. Army, to Maj. Gen. 
E.R.S. Canby, U.S. Army, at Citronelle, Ala., May 4, 1865, and the 
army of the Trans-Mississippi Department, surrendered by General E. 
Kirby Smith, C.S. Army, to Maj. Gen. E. R.S. Canby, U.S. Army, at 
New Orleans, La., May 26, 1865, who have been paroled. Also the 
retained paroles of all prisoners of war paroled by order of Maj. Gen. 
E. BR. 8. Canby. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. L. ANDREWS, 
Brigadier-General and Ohief of Staff, 
Late Provost-Marshai-General, Army and Div. of West Mississippi. 


{Inclosure No. 1.] 


Statement of the number of commissioned officers and enlisted men paroled, belonging to the 
army of the Trans-Mississippi Department, surrendered by General E. Kirby Smith, 
C. 8. Army, to Maj. Gen, E. BR. S. Canby, U. 8S. Army, at New Orleans, La., May 26, 
1865. 


Nuniber oneal 
By whom paroled. Where paroled. oO enitated 
ofticers. ane 

Brig. Gen. George L. Andrews....-..-.+.++-------- Shreveport, La...........-- a 5, ~ 
Colonel Sheetz .-.-----------+-----------e0ee- eee ee ]ene-e- OO ries asiaeainesse <ienisies ia zee 

Col. H. Bertram... ...----- 22-0. eeeeeccewecc e+e -=- Monroe, La ......-----.----- , 
Lieut. Col. S. W. Anderson..........---.+---seeee Washington, Franklin, and 122 1, 958 
‘ ew ithe Fes - nS 

fide seb ae Anew sere sso} spa sop space os Brownsville, Tex ..-.-.--.--- 

a. Che gre a aes aseamnasas sees a eene= Monroe, La...........------ 106 977 
Lieut. Col. V. Vifquain ST ee a eee Natchitoches, La......-.--. 302 8, 067 
Lieut. Col. William Roy ....--...--------+--+++--+-- Alexandria, La..........-.- 172 737 
1,753 15, 762 


GEO. L. ANDREWS, 
Brigadier- General and Ohief of Staff, 
Late Provost-Marshal-General and Ohief U. S. Parole Commissioner. 
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{Inclosure No. 2.] 


Statement of the number of commissioned officers and enlisted men paroled, belonging to 
the army of the Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana, surrendered 
by Lieut. Gen. R. Taylor, C. S. Army, to Maj. Gen. E. R. S. Canby, U. S. Army, at 
Citronelle, Ala., May 4, 1868. 


Number ets! 

By whom paroled. Where paroled. 5 Om enlisted 
idian, Miss ... 220. c<se~ 634 5, 952 
Brig. Gen. George L. Andrews...---.-----.--------- Mere a ‘sid be 5 Sea SAE iyi ae 
Brig. Gen. E.S. Dennis... ..- 5-2. ¢c22-- -- sect esewee Gainesville, Ala., and Co- 1,515 16, 403 
nage eee: es ee 

1. H. Bert ge eek Phe peas ana eiek es Oe eh te eridian, Miss ..-.........- ‘ 

is ae Jackson, Miss .. a ofS eee 620 5, 663 
Col. Van E. Young .-.-.-------+--------+-2+ 220002 {Greneda’ Miss .. ~ 184 1, 782 
Col LaWaHubbard ies <ss22> cost (sneer piast- pes oeseite Demopolis, Ala..---...----- 43 590 
Cols De: WiC: THOMAS. cicieicren «nee aacle tonisis[ey es wins Gainesville, Ala ....-..--..- 20 138 
ColfWiks Marshall (occa. sececce. aeeveegests oceeee Selma, Al@--t.<. S223 5.302 53 360 
Col. Charles Black..........-.---+-.--- po stale Pees Montgomery, Ala........-.- 38) .4e- 6B = 
Capt. J. Lovell ......-....... --| Mobile, Ala ee 50 517 
Capt. George C. Garretson Selma, Ala---.-..-.-5252525 8 72 
Captain diubbard s.< dasecsccct acu oocewcecocemucen Jackson, Miss .......:...--- QU ae oes ia 
OLA =... SEATS RES - Fea - FASB SAE - SE ee |e k. ae - SERR os deed 4,131 35, 876 


GEO. L. ANDREWS, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff, 
Late Provost-Marshal-General and Chief U. 8. Parole Commissioner. 


Hpagrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FoRT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., August 16, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General : 

GENERAL : Inclosed I have the honor to transmit two letters from 
Mrs. C. C. Clay, one addressed to myself and one to Clay. I desire 
to know if Mr. Clay can be permitted to read the one addressed to him. 
I wrote to Mrs. Olay, in answer to the letters she refers to in the one I 
send, simply that Olay was well, &c. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Brevet Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
August 18, 1865. 
Hon. JAMES SPEED, Attorney-General United States: 

Str: By direction of the Secretary of War I have the honor to refer 
to you the inclosed letter, dated August 15, from Jefferson Davis to 
P. H. Gillett, for such disposition as you deem proper. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. D. TOWNSEND. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE, Washington, D. 0., August 18, 1865. 
COMMANDING OFFICER Fort WARREN, Mass.: 


You are hereby authorized and directed to: furnish to Alexander H: 
Stephens the most comfortable quarters at your disposal. You are 
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also requested to inform Mr. Stephens that I have received his lette 
of the 16th and that it will be answered. ‘ 
ANDREW JOHNSON, 
President of the United States. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
August 18, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. N. A. MizzEs, U.S. Volunteers, 
Commanding, &c., Fort Monroe, Va. : 

Str: Your letters of the 15th and 16th instant have been submitted 
to the Secretary of War. 

Any letters which Mr. Davis desires to send his wife must relate 
only to family matters and be first submitted to the Attorney-General’s 
inspection. I return the letters from Mrs. Clay. The Secretary 
authorizes you to deliver the one addressed to her husband. 

lam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., August 18, 1865. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. M. BURKE, 
Commanding Fort Lafayette, New York Harbor: 

GENERAL : It is desirable to assemble the few prisoners of war and 
state prisoners who are now in custody at one place, and I request you 
will inform me if some fifty prisoners—probably there will not be that 
number—can be conveniently and comfortably provided for at Fort 


Lafayette. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 


Bot. Brig. Gen., U. 8S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


GALENA, ILL., August 19, 1865. 


Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 

I have received applications from several paroled prisoners of war for 
permission to leave the country. I would recommend the publication 
of an order authorizing any paroled prisoner who chooses to leave the 
country not to return without authority. 

U. 8S. GRANT, 


Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS Fort LAFAYETTE, 
New York Harbor, August 19, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM HOFFMAN, 
Commissary: General of Prisoners, Washington City, D. C.: 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 18th instant, and in reply I think I can accommodate fifty war or 
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state prisoners, including the eight I now have, reasonably comfort- 
able. Mr. Mallory, late rebel Secretary of the Navy, according to my 
orders, I now keep separate from the other prisoners. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
MARTIN BURKE, 
Lieut. Col. and Bot. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Commanding Post. 


Hpgrs. MinitaRyY DisTRIcT OF ForT MONROE, V4., 
August 20, 1865. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report the prisoner Davis as being 
unwell. He has a carbuncele on his right leg, and there are indications 
of his having erysipelas in the face. Yesterday he walked between 6 
and 7 o’clock p. w., and appeared to be as well as usual. This morning 
was the first he complained. I informed him this morning he could 
write to his wife on tamily matters only, but that the letter would be 
submitted to the Attorney-General for inspection. He made the 
remark that he supposed it would not take them long to decide the law 
matters which the letter to his wife might contain. Clay and Mitchel 
are well this morning. I think Mitchel will require exercise in the 
open air, as, like the other prisoners, he has a delicate constitution.* 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: NELSON A. MILES, 
Brevet Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


OFFICE CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER, 
MILITARY DISTRICT OF FORT MONROE, 
August 20, 1865. 
Brevet Major-General MILEs, 
Commanding Military District of Fort Monroe, Va.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report that upon visiting Mr. Davis 
this a. m. I found him suffering with erysipelas of the face—not 
threatening in its character, but accompanied with the extreme pros- 
tration generally attending that disease. He has also a small carbuncle 
on his left thigh, and his general condition denotes a low state of the 
vital forces. He has everything necessary for his physical comfort. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. CRAVEN, 
Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel, U. 8. Volunteers, 
Chief Medical Officer, Military District of Fort Monroe. 


[AuGuUST 20, 1865.—For correspondence relating to Sheridaw’s pro- 
posed arrest of Confederate officers and men charged with violating 
the terms of surrender between Canby and Smith by leaving the 
United States and entering Mexico, see Series I, Vol. XLVIII, Part 
II, pp. 1195, 1196. ] 


*From August 21 to 28 reports show Davis to be slowly recovering from effects of 


the carbuncle. Erysipelas was disappearing August 23. On the 29th he took out- 
door exercise. 
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OFFICE U.S. AGENT FOR EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS, 
Richmond, Va., August 21, 1865. 
Col. T. 8S. Bowzrs, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Armies of the United States, Washington, D. 0.: 


CoLONEL: I have the honor to inclose herein, for your information, 
copy of my letter to Major-General Hitchcock, written in compliance 
with a request made by him for suggestions in the matter of prisoners’ 
claims for funds taken from them by the rebels, and I also inclose a 
copy of his letter acknowledging receipt of the same, &c. 

{ would further inform you that I have completed my examination of 
the rebel records having reference to these claims, and am now making 
out.a report to be submitted to you embracing names of the prisoners 
and the amounts in kind due each, as shown by the Confederate 
prison officials’ books and papers in our possession. This report will 
include all credits to prisoners of war of which there is any official 
record of having been taken from or turned over with them at Libby 
Prison. It will also include about $6,000 in U.S. Treasury notes, which 
had been forwarded from Salisbury and Andersonville in March last 
with a list of the owners. 

The aggregate footings of credits as shown are: $857.05 coin; 
$44,904.59 U.S. Treasury notes; $4,180.75 State banks; $715 checks 
and drafts; £139 bills of exchange; and the whole amount of funds 
recovered from the enemy thus far amounts to $372.70 coin; $28,671 
U. 8S. Treasury notes; $5,909.75 State bank notes on Northern and 
Southern banks, corporations, &c., much of which is worthless; $715 
check and drafts; £139 bills of exchange, and a quantity of Confederate 
money, neither the amounts nor the credits for which have been observed 
in my statements. 

From the above I have paid (under instructions received with the 
first funds turned over to me ‘“‘to pay such claims as were verified by 
the records, &c.”) $32.50 in coin, $2,520 U. 8. Treasury notes, $236.75 
on State banks, and have returned to proper parties nearly all the bills, 
drafts, and checks, for all of which I have vouchers in my possession. 
These amounts are also to be deducted from the aggregate of credits 
due prisoners noted herein. 

It was at first supposed, from such information as we were able to 
obtain, that the records of the prison quartermaster were destroyed, 
and only a partial list of the names of those to whom the money 
belonged, amounting to about $15,000, could be recovered, while the 
funds amounted to $23,000, and it was under this impression that the 
funds recovered would exceed the official record of credits that I was 
directed to pay such claims as I could satisfy myself were just. As 
soon, however, as I learned of the existence of other records of this 
property I discontinued the further payment of claims until I could 
make a full statement and receive instructions in regard to the pay- 
ment of said claims. 

In addition to the foregoing [ have in my possession about $4,000, 
U. §. Treasury notes, belonging to Confederates whom we held as 
prisoners, many of whom are dead, others having been paroled and 
sent South before receiving these remittances. 

I have also several hundred packages belonging to both Union and 
rebel prisoners, which we are daily making disposition of under instruc- 
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tions of parties interested. I shall be able to forward a report on this 
matter during the present week. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. E. MULFORD, 
Brevet Brigadier-General, U. 8S. Agent for Exchange. 


[Inclosure No. 1.] 


OFFICE U.S. AGENT FOR EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS, 
Richmond, August 2, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. E, A. HITCHCOCK, 
Commissioner for Hachange, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I am now at work on such records as I have been able to 
gather up in making out the balances due our prisoners for moneys 
taken from them by the rebels. ‘These amounts will be based upon the 
figures of the Confederate officials, and will only be incorrect in being 
too low, as I am already satisfied that in many instances prisoners were 
not credited with the full amount of their deposits. I shall in a few 
days be able to furnish to Lieutenaut-General Grant a full and careful 
list of the names and amounts in kind of all who have moneys to their 
credit here. I estimate it to reach an aggregate of $750 coin, $44,000 
U.S. Treasury notes, $3,000 bank bills, and Confederate notes, a large 
sum (not material). 

I have already received of this fund from different sources the fol- 
lowing, viz, coin, $372.70; U. S. Treasury notes, $28,671; bank notes, 
$5,909.75. We are now on the track of about $3,000 more in U.S. 
Treasury notes, which I hope to secure. We also have official evidence 
that $15,000 in U.S. currency belonging to Union prisoners was turned 
over by the prison officials on order of the Confederate Quartermaster- 
General to his department. There are also, I suppose, moneys to be 
accounted for by the prison quartermasters at Danville, Salisbury, 
Charleston, and Andersonville, though I am unable to obtain any 
information on that subject here. 

I shall be able to pay on claims now on record, according to the above 
estimate, coin about 5V per cent. and U.S. Treasury notes about 60 per 
cent. There are also many other claims being made of which there is 
no record, and I have thought proper to offer for the consideration of 
our authorities the following suggestion, viz, the appropriation of suffi- 
cientof the captured property of the enemy to create a fund of $50,000, 
which would, in my opinion, enable us to pay the full amount of the 
balances as shown by rebel records, and also pay all claims made by 
prisoners in whose cases no record is found (these latter to be adjusted 
and determined by depositions and circumstantial evidence, with such 
precautions as might be thought necessary to prevent frauds), If it be 
considered impolitic to make this arrangement I would suggest the 
propriety of appropriating the necessary amount from the saving fund 
which has accumulated at the various prison camps, and which might 
be considered a more appropriate fund for this purpose than any order. 

The subject is one upon which there seems to be much feeling, and I 
am of the opinion that no expenditure of money could be made where 
so great justice and good can be effected as in this. You will under- 
stand these claims are not for moneys sent to prisoners from their 
friends at the North, but are for moneys taken from them at the time 
of their capture, and my observation in the cases already brought 
before me proves the fact that these are, as a general thing, the sober 
and prudent men, who do not squander their money in camp, and 
therefore seem entitled to greater consideration than they otherwise 
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would be. Of the names we find on the record undoubtedly many are 
dead, and in such cases few, if any, claimants will appear, which will, 
of course, reduce the amount to be paid. 

Of the bills on State banks in my hands, full one-third is of no value 
whatever, being on broken banks, shinplasters, &c. Of the remaining 
two-thirds, full one-half is on Southern banks, none of which are worth 
to exceed 25 cents on the dollar, and much of it entirely worthless. 
This, however, does not affect the general result, as the prisoners from 
whom State money was taken are generally specified on the record. I 
will communicate further with you on this subject in a few days. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. E. MULFORD, 
Brevet Brigadier-General, U. 8. Agent for Exchange. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 


WASHINGTON City, D. C., August 10, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. J. E. MULFORD, Richmond, Va.: 


Sir: On the receipt of your communication of the 2d instant I 
explained your views as presented in that letter to the Secretary of 
War, who, I am happy to say, expressed decided approbation of them, 
and indicated his purpose of executing the plan you propose by the 
exercise of his own power, if found sufficient, butif not, he will ask the 
aid of Congress. 

The Secretary directs that you obtain all the information in your 
power in order to do that justice contemplated in the plan to those 
prisoners of war who were robbed and plundered by officials in the 
South. To this end it will be necessary to prepare a list of such 
prisoners of war as it shall appear upon evidence lost money or other 
valuables through the agency of such officials, taking due notice of any 
amounts of money or property which may appear to have been restored 
to the rightful owners. 

As soon as the claims can be verified measures will be taken to 
enable the proper claimants or their representatives to obtain the justice 
contemplated in the plan you propose. You are requested to report on 
this subject for the information of the Secretary of War at as early a 
day as practicable. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General of Vols., Commissioner for Exchange of Prisoners. 


ForT PULASKI, GA., August 21, 1865. 
Maj. WILLIAM ©. MANNING, Commanding Fort Pulaski : 

Masor: The undersigned prisoners of state, confined at this post 
under orders of the U.S. authorities, give this their parole of honor 
not to attempt, under any circumstances, to Jeave the post without 
permission from said authorities. f 

It is understood that in consideration of this parole we are to enjoy 
the liberty of the island—with the exception of the wharves when 
boats or vessels are there—during daylight, and the liberty of the 
main works at all hours; that we are not to forward or receive mail 
or express matter—other than proper mess supplies—without it has 
previously been submitted to the commanding officer at the post for 
inspection. 
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Any infringement of the preceding—or such additional regulations as 
may from time to time be éstablished—by any one of the subscribers, 
to forfeit the privileges of all. 

This parole to continue in force during our confinement at this post. 

A. K, ALLISON. 
CHAS. CLARK. 

D. L. YULEE. 

G. A. TRENHOLM. 
A. G. MAGRATH. 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
R. M. T. HUNTER. 

J. A. CAMPBELL. 


GENERAL WAR DEPARTMENT, 
CouRT-MARTIAL ORDERS, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 452. Washington, August 22, 1865. 


I. Before a military commission which convened at Cincinnati, Ohio, 
January 11, 1865, pursuant to Special Orders, No. 278, dated Decem- 
ber 29, 1864; No. 4, dated January 5, 1865, and No. 8, dated January 
10, 1865, headquarters Northern Department, Cincinnati, Ohio, and of 
which Col. Charles D. Murray, Eighty-ninth Indiana Volunteers, is 
president, were arraigned and tried— 


G. St. Leger Grenfel and others, citizens. 


CHARGE I: Conspiring, in violation of the laws of war, to release the rebel pris- 
oners of war confined by authority of the United States at Camp Douglas, near 
Chicago, IIl. ; 

Specification.—In this, that they, the said Charles Walsh, Buckner S. Morris, Vin- 
cent Marmaduke, R. T. Semmes, Charles Travis Daniel, George E. Cantril, G. St. 
Leger Grenfel, and Benjamin M. Anderson, did unlawfully and secretly conspire and 
agree among themselves, and with one Captain Hines, so called, alias Doctor Hun- 
ter, of the Confederate Army, and others, in violation of the laws of war, to release 
the rebel prisoners of war then confined by authority of the United States at Camp 
Douglas, near Chicago, I1]., numbering between 8,0(0 and 9,000 persons, by sud- 
denly attacking said camp on or about the evening of the 8th of November, anno 
Domini 1864, with a large number of armed men, overpowering the guard and forces 
then and there stationed and on duty, seizing thecannon and arms in the possession 
of said guard and forces for the purpose of guarding and defending said camp, 
forcibly opening the gates of said prison camp and removing all obstructions to the 
successful escape of said prisoners confined withinits limits. This, at ornearChicago, 
in the State of Illinois, within the military lines and the theater of military oper- 
ations of the Army of the United States, at a period of war and armed rebellion 
against the authority of the United States, and on or about the Ist day of November, 
anno Domini, 1864. 

CHARGE II: Conspiring, in violation of the laws of war, to lay waste and destroy 
the city of Chicago, Ill. 

Specification.—In this, that they, the said Charles Walsh, Buckner S. Morris, Vin- 
cent Marmaduke, R. T. Semmes, Charles Travis Daniel, George E. Cantril, G. St. 
Leger Grenfel, and Benjamin M. Anderson, did unlawfully and secretly conspire and 
upice among themselves, and with one Captain Hines, so called, alias Doctor Hunter, 
of the Confederate Army, and others, in violation of the laws of war, to lay waste 
and destroy, on or about the evening of the 8th of November, anno Domini 1864, the 
city of Chicago, Ill., by capturing the ‘arsenal in said city, cutting the telegraph 
wires, burning the railroad depots, taking forcible possession of the banks and pub- 
lic buildings, and leaving the city to be sacked, pillaged, and burned by the rebel 
prisoners of war confined at Camp Douglas, near Chicago, Il]., which prisoners were 
to be forcibly released by them on or about the date above mentioned. This, at or 
near Chicago, in the State of Illinois, within the military lines and the theater of 
military operations of the Army of the United States, at a period of war and armed 
rebellion against the authority of the United States, and on or about the Ist day of 
November, anno Domini 1864. 

To which charges and specifications the accused, G. St. Leger Grenfel, citizen 
pleaded not guilty. ; 
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FINDING. 


The commission, having maturely considered the evidence adduced, finds the 
accused, G, St. Leger Grenfel, citizen, as follows: 


Charge I. 
Of the specification, guilty. 
Of the charge, guilty. 

Charge IT, 
Of the specification, guilty. 
Of the charge, guilty. 

SENTENCE. 


_And the commission does, therefore, sentence him, G. St. Leger Grenfel, citizen, to 
Be hung by the neck until he is dead, at such time and place as the commanding 
general may direct, two-thirds of the members concurring therein. 


Il. The proceedings of the commission in the above case were for- 
warded by the reviewing officer, Maj. Gen. Joseph Hooker, for the 
action of the President of the United States. The following are his 
orders: : 

EXECUTIVE MANSION, July 22, 1865. 


The proceedings and findings in the case of G. St. Leger Grenfel are hereby 
approved, but, in consideration of the recommendation of members of the court, and 
of the successful progress of the Government in suppressing the rebellion, and in 
accordance with the suggestion of the Judge-Advocate-General, the sentence is 
hereby commuted to imprisonment for life, at hard labor, at the Dry Tortugas, or 
such other place as the Secretary of War may designate. 

ANDREW JOHNSON, 
President. 


III. Maj. Gen. E. O. C. Ord, U. S. Volunteers, commanding Depart- 
ment of the Ohio, is ordered to send the prisoner G. St. Leger Grenfel, 
under charge of a commissioned officer, with a sufficient guard, to the 
Dry Tortugas, Fla., designated as the place of imprisonment, where he 
will be delivered to the commanding officer of the post, who is hereby 
ordered to confine said Grenfel at hard labor during the period desig- 
nated in his sentence as commuted. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, August 23, 1865. 


Maj. Gen. N. A. MILEs, U.S. Volunteers, 
Commanding District, &c., Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Srr: The Secretary of War desires to know, in the event that the 
President should assent to the departure of Mitchel from the country, 
as proposed in your communication of the L1th instant, from what point 
he would desire to embark and where he would go. 


I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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NASHVILLE, August 23, 1865. 


Maj. Gen. G. H. THoMAS, Nashville: 

GENERAL: In obedience to your instructions I have the honor to 
make the following statement: ; . 

An order from the War Department of the United States releasing 
me from confinement as a prisoner of war directed that I should be 
paroled in accordance with the terms agreed upon between Major- 
General Sherman and General Johnston. I have not carried about 
my person or baggage any weapons since May 1, 1865. 

About 4 o’clock p.m.on the 21st instant, while 1 was lying on my 
bed in my room at the City Hotel, no other person being in the room, 
some one knocked at my door. After partially dressing myself I 
unlocked my door, when two officers, partially dressed in U.S. uni- 
form, entered, one of whom stated that he at one time had been a 
prisoner in my hands, and that he had come to thank me for kindness 
received at the time. The other said he knew me and had called to 
make his personal respects. After a few moments of polite conversa- 
tion they arose and bade me good-by, remarking that as they discov- 
ered I was unwell they would not remain any longer. About five 
minutes after their departure I heard another knock at my door, which 
I &gain unbolted as soon as possible, when two other officers dressed 
in U.S. uniform, neither of whom I had ever seen before, entered. 
One of them advanced and extended his hand, which I took. While 
in the act of shaking hands, he remarked, ‘Is this General Wheeler?” 
And upon my answering in the affirmative he stated that he was Col- 
onel Blackburn. The other officer immediately seized me by both arms, 
when Colonel Blackburn, having given no previous intimation what- 
ever of his hostile purpose, struck me violently twice upon my head 
with a club of considerable dimensions. I struggled away from the 
man who held me, and as 1 left the room both the assailants followed 
me, the other officer holding a pistol in a threatening manner. I am 
confident I only prevented him from shooting me by keeping Colonel 
Blackburn between him and myself. Colonel Blackburn continued his 
attempts to strike me, but I succeeded in warding off his blows with 
my arms. Finally a gentleman caught hold of the other officer, when 
Colonel Blackburn hastily ran back and ran down the stairs. 

Iam satisfied that the attempt was one upon my life, and that the 
pistol would have been fired at me but from the fact of Colonel Black- 
burn being between myself and the officer holding it. 

I would here state that I never issued ‘any order whatever to the 
prejudice of Colonel Blackburn or any of his men, and that all his men 
who fell into my hands were kindly treated and allowed to return to 
their commands in bodies, in order that they might not be molested by 
anyone. I would further state that while passing through the country 
I do not recollect that any complaint was made by any of Colonel 
Blackburn’s family, or that anything whatever was taken from them. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. WHEELER, 
Late C. 8. Army. 


The foregoing is addressed to you in the form of an official communi- 
cation, but now desire to swear the facts are true as set forth. 
J. WHEELER, 
Late 0. 8. Army. 
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[Indorsement.] 


Respectfully referred to Brigadier-General Mason, commanding post 
of Nashville, who is authorized to furnish copies of this statement of 
General Wheeler, together with the letter of this date reprimanding 
Colonel Blackburn and Captain Quinn, to the newspapers of Nashville 
for publication.* 

Respectfully, 
ROBT. H. RAMSEY. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. 0., August 24, 1865. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D. C.: 


GENERAL: In pursuance of your instructions of the 18th instant I 
proceeded to Fort Delaware to examine into affairs there in regard to 
prisoners of war and have the honor to submit the following report: 

All the prisoners of war have been released except two who were 
captured with Jeff. Davis and are held awaiting his trial. 

The barracks heretofore occupied by prisoners and the troops guard- 
ing them and the prison hospital have been vacated and turned over 
to the Quartermaster’s Department. All of these buildings are of a 
very temporary character and are of little value except as old lumber. 
If they were sold as they are the purchaser would have to send labor- 
ers to take them down, haul them to the dock, and transport them from 
the island, the expense of which would be nearly as great as the value 
of the lumber, and but a small sum could be realized from the sale. I 
would therefore recommend that all these buildings, except the hos- 
pital and surgeons’ quarters, be taken down by the convicts under 
sentence at the fort, the best of the lumber to be selected for sale and 
the refuse to be used for fuel or such other purpose as may be most to 
the interest of the service. The hospital is the best of these buildings, 
is most out of the way, and for the present might be permitted to 
remain as it is, in the possibility that it may be required for some 
other purpose. 

The surgeons’ quarters, which are near the hospital, are sufficiently 
extensive to make a very good post hospital and I recommend that the 
building be so occupied. There are now some sixty convicts at Fort 
Delaware, and about 300 can be accommodated inside the fort in 
rooms appropriated to them, leaving quarters for five companies. The 
prison barracks are too extensive to be used for the confinement of 
convicts, and if they are to be used for this purpose considerable 
alterations and repairs would have to be made. For such an estab- 
lishment the prison hospital would be most convenient, giving ample 
room, aifd being most remote from the fort. 

The vacated barracks are infested with rats, which are driven by 
hunger to every house on the island. All the corn growing in the 
gardens has been destroyed by them, and it is desirable that the bar- 
racks should be removed as soon as practicable that the island may be 
relieved from this pest. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


*See August 26, p. 728. 
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Hpers. MILITARY DistRicT OF ForT MonRoe, VA., 
August 26, 1865. 
[General E. D. TOWNSEND :] 

GENERAL: In answer to your communication of the 23d ultimo, Mr. 
Mitchel says if he was permitted to leave the country he would go 
to France. It isimmaterial to him from what port he embarks. He 
would agree never to return unless allowed by the Secretary of State. 
His family are in Richmond and he has some unsettled business in 
New York. He would desireten days’ time tocollect such portions of his 
family as would desire to accompany him and to attend to business of 
a private character. During which time he would engage in no public 
affairs or communicate with any newspaper unless it be to deny a mis- 
statement in regard to himself. 

I have the honor to remain, with the highest respect, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Brevet Major-General, U. 8S. Volunteers. 


Hpgrs. MILITARY DIVISION OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Nashville, Tenn., August 26, 1865. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. E. C. MAson, Commanding Post of Nashville: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
report of the investigation ordered by the major-general commanding 
into the causes for the assault upon Mr. Joseph Wheeler, late major- 
general in the Army of the so-called Confederate States at the City 
Hotel in this city. Your report has been carefully and impartially 
considered by the major-general commanding, and the facts therein 
elicited and brought out, with other facts in the same connection, 
which have been brought to his notice, show the attack upon Mr. 
Wheeler by Lieutenant-Colonel Blackburn and Captain Quinn, Fourth 
Tennessee Cavalry, to have been wholly unprovoked and unjustifiable 
and unbecoming an officer in the service of the United States. Mr. 
Wheeler, as a paroled prisoner, is justly entitled to protection, instead 
of being exposed to assault, and his position, by virtue of his parole, 
an unarmed man and hence without means of defense, should have 
been and must in future be respected, and not only in his case but in 
the cases of all other persons occupying a similar position. 

You will convey to Lieutenant-Colonel Blackburn and to Captain 
Quinn, of the Fourth Tennessee Cavalry, the notification of the dis- 
pleasure and reprimand of Major-General Thomas for their unofficer- 
like and highly reprehensible conduct, and say to them that the muster 
out of the service of their regiment has been the only reason for their 
not being subjected to arrest and trial by court-martial. heir con- 
duct at the time of the assault, as well as subsequently, has been an 
insult and a disgrace for the uniform they wore and is justly discoun- 
tenanced and frowned down upon by every honorable and high-minded 
officer and enlisted man in the service. 

The major-general commanding directs that you will further require 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Blackburn and Captain Quinn positive and 
satisfactory assurances for their future good conduct and the strict 
compliance with all orders and regulations for the preservation and 
maintenance of the public peace, and at the same time advising them 
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that they will be held to a strict accountability for any future breach 
of the same. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ROBT. H. RAMSEY, 
Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Fort LAFAYETTE, New York Harbor, August 28, 1865. 
Hon. WILLIAM H. SEWARD, 
Secretary of State, Washington, D. C.: 

Str: I have received yours of the 25th instant and much regret 
making the communication referred to without naming the individual. 
The person referred to is Stephen R. Mallory, late Secretary of the 
Navy of the so-called Confederate States, who, if it should please 
the Government, I would like paroled. He has written to me a let- 
ter describing the probable location of the pirate Shenandoah in the 
Pacific seas, which I transmitted to the War Department, and if 
paroled I think it is his policy, as well as his interest, and I believe 
his disposition, to eradicate as far as possible from his mind all recol- 
lections of his unfortunate connection with the rebel Richmond Gov- 
ernment. If paroled 1 would recommend that the parole be compre- 
. hensive, plain, and not too laconic. Perhaps something like the 
inclosed might not be very much out of the way. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
MARTIN BURKE, 
Brevet Brigadier-General, U. S. Army, Commanding. 


{Inclosure. } 


I, Stephen R. Mallory, do hereby give my parole of honor that I will 
to the best of my ability conform to all laws enacted by the Govern- 
ment; that I will not in private interviews or public communications 
vindicate any acts or measures of the so-called late Confederate Gov- 
ernment, and that I will in no instance assert or asseverate the right 
of any State to secede from the Union, or countenance the right of 
nullification. 


DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
MEDICAL DIRECTOR’S OFFICE, 
Raleigh, N. C., August 28, 1865, 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. J. K. BARNES, 
Surgeon-General U. S. Army, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that after the most diligent 
search we are compelled to return to the War Depcrtment and other 
sources from whence they come many of the papers inquiring for lost 
soldiers without being able to give any satisfactory information con- 
cerning them. These inquiries refer mostly to prisoners that were 
supposed to be confined at Andersonville, Ga., Florence, 8, O., Salis- 
bury, N. C., many of whom were exchanged and received at Wilming- 
ton, N. C., in March last. A large number intended for exchange died 
and were buried en route to the point of exchange. A still larger 
number died after the exchange rolls had been made out and before 
the prisoners were removed from camp or hospital, and of whom no 
record has been made either by the medical officers in charge of camps 
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or hospitals or otherwise military authorities. The above information 
I had from Confederate officers whom I met at Northeast River, point 
of exchange, in March last, at the time we received the returned pris- 
oners. We were seven days receiving between 8,000 and 9,000. Some 
were brought in dead; many others so enfeebled in body and mind as 
to be unable to give any account of themselves, and about whom it was 
impossible to learn, in many instances, even the name of the individ- 
ual. Some who could give their names were unable to give correctly 
their company or regiment. None of those really sick had any records 
to-aid us in our efforts to obtain a clue to their command. There are 
now in Wilmington Cemetery 106 graves marked unknown. At North- 
east River twenty-one were buried who were taken from the cars dead, 
and about whom I could obtain no record. It is more than probable 
that many of those inquired for lie in graves marked unknown, and 
are buried along the route from Salisbury to Wilmington. I am using 
all efforts to collect back reports and records that have any bearing 
upon this matter. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

N. S. BARNES, 
Surgeon, U. 8. Vols., But. Lieut. Col., Acting Medical Director. 


U.S. MILITARY PRISON, 
Accomac Court-House, Va., August 30, 1865. 
Maj. N. CHURCH, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Siz: I know not what charges have been preferred against me, causing 
my arrest, but, as I was paroled under Generals Sherman’s and John- 
ston’s terms of agreement, came home, took the required oath of allegi- 
ance to the United States, and am confident that no conduct of mine 
since has rendered me liable to any charges, I must conclude that my 
connection with the prison at Andersonville, Ga., is the reason of my 
arrest. When I came to Virginia and found so much prejudice against 
the officers who had been stationed at Andersonville, Ga., I determined 
to quit the country, but domestic troubles of the severest nature 
caused me at once to hurry home and see after two little helpless and 
penniless children. After arriving here I determined to make my home 
in this country, and have been making arrangements with a friend of 
mine to go into business with me in Baltimore. I merely mention 
these facts to let you know that it is my fixed purpose to make my 
home in this country and become, of course, a law-abiding and loyal 
citizen. If there are charges against me of maltreatment of prisoners, 
I scorn the imputation and am desirous of meeting them and will meet 
them fearlessly and with a clear conscience. But, owing to extreme 
domestic troubles which require my whole attention at this time, I 
most respectfully ask that either an investigation of the matter be 
given me at once or tnat I be paroled, giving my word of honor (or, if 
you should prefer it, security) for my appearance at any time I may be 
called for, or that I be allowed to remain in custody on the Eastern 
Shore with sufficient privileges to enable me to attend to my business. 

In regard to my connection with the Andersonville Prison, the first I 
was ever connected with, I will succinctly state: In the latter part of 
December, 1863, I was ordered to Andersonville, Ga., to build a prison 
stockade (that point having been decided upon as a suitable site) 
capable of holding 6,000 prisoners. At my suggestion the order was 
changed to increase it to a size sufficient to hold 10,000. My reasons for 
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this suggestion were that the banks of the stream which was to supply 
the water were steep, and this would give me land more level and more 
available for the purpose at a very little more expensé to the Govern- 
ment. When Iwas sent to Georgia I was told that I could get any 
amount of labor and teams to do this work. Upon my arrival, how- 
ever, I found the people much opposed to the erection of a prison there, 
and consequently had then to get authority from Richmond to impress 
the necessary labor and teams. This caused me much delay, so that I 
did not get to work until some time in January, and then with a limited 
force. At all events, before the stockade was half completed the com- 
manding officer, Capt. W. S. Winder, was telegraphed from Richmond 
that it was impossible to feed the prisoners longer there, and that they 
must come at once to Andersonville on account of provisions. As well 
as My Memory serves me in regard to date, about the middle of Febru- 
ary the prisoners began to arrive. After the first. five or six lots had 
arrived Captain Winder was ordered to Richmond, and Lieut. Col. 
A. W. Persons, of the Fifty-fifth Georgia Regiment, was assigned to 
command of the post, and he continued in command until some time in 
June or July, 1864, when General Winder himself took command: I 
issued rations to the prisoners for the first five or six weeks that they 
were there. At that time there were only a small number of them, and 
I know that there was-no complaint, and they seemed surprised at the 
quantity they received, but at that time sweet potatoes could be gotten, 
and I gave them as a ration one pound of meal, one pound of potatoes, 
and one pound of beef or half pound of bacon. There was only a small 
quautity of flour, and that was issued only to the sick. In February, 
1864, as you can easily inform yourself, the C. S. Congress passed a 
law relieving the Quartermaster’s Department of feeding the prisoners 
of war and placed it in the hands of the Commissary Department. 
Soon after this a commissary officer was sent to Andersonville, and 
after his arrival, owing to a misunderstanding about the orders, I for 
a time receipted to him for the prisoners’ rations, which the command- 
ant of the prison ought to have done, and which he, as I suppose, did 
do as soon as the orders were properly understood. After this I had 
nothing on earth to do with the prisoners’ rations, except to furnish 
transportation for them from the commissary store-house to the cook- 
house and from thence to the prison. At this time Capt, H. Wirz was 
in command of the prison, and I furnished him, upon his requisition, 
anything and everything which he needed for the prisoners which I 
could procure, except provisions. 

In May, 1864, in addition to my duties as quartermaster at Anderson- 
ville, I was assigned to duty in the same capacity at the officers’ prison 
at Macon, and was doing duty there at the time when Generals Sey- 
mour, Stoneman, and other officers were confined there. This prison 
was under the command of Colonel Gibbs, I kept Mr. William Hipkins, 
a clerk of mine, at this prison, and Mr. Butler at Andersonville, and 
though I had permission from the Quartermaster-General to make my 
headquarters at Macon (certainly a much more desirable locality than 
Andersonville), yet there was so much more to do at Andersonville 
that I spent nearly all my time there. The only complaint that can be 
justly brought against me was the deficiency of barracks and hospital 
accommodations at both places, and in this respect the Andersonville 
prisoners suffered much the most. In the first place, there were, from 
the start, some commodious buildings already in the Macon prison, 
while there were none at Andersonville; and in the second place, there 
were many more prisoners at the one than the other. I can only say 
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in this matter that I did all in my power to remedy the evil, but the 
number of prisoners at Andersonville was so rapidly increased it was 
simply impossible. In the first place, I could get no lumber scarcely at 
all, and after the power to impress mills was given me from Richmond 
the railroads insisted that railroad transportation would give entirely 
out if I was allowed to impress the mills. I was then instructed to 
impress only those mills which the railroads did not require. The 
result of this was that almost all the mills made contracts with the 
railroad for small quantities, did what they pleased with the balance, 
and I had to go without. In addition to this, I was instructed to pay 
Georgia schedule prices, which were $50 per 1,000 feet, while the navy 
works at Albany and the hospital departments were paying $75 or $80 
per 1,000. You can readily under these circumstances perceive my 
difficulties. I earnestly advised the use of tents, and gave aS my 
reasons for it that they would be more healthy, less subject to danger 
from fire, and in case of a general exchange of prisoners, which we were 
all the time expecting, would be a great saving in expense to the Con- 
federate States Government; but I was informed by the Quartermaster- 
General that they could not be supplied for the simple reason they did 
not have them. There were some tents in Savannah, Ga., belonging to 
the State, which I tried in every way in the world to get, but could not 
succeed, as they said they needed them for their own troops. In addi- 
tion to this orders now came for enlarging the stockade, so that it 
would hold 30,000 men. This of course stopped everything for several 
weeks, and by the time that this was completed, or very soon thereafter, 
the number of prisoners amounted to some 34,000. In the meantime I 
was without funds, and although timely requisitions had been forwarded 
to Richmond, not one cent did I receive from them for the last four 
months that I was at Andersonville, and the few mills that were cutting 
for me refused to saw any longer. 

In regard to local transportation, I was instructed by the Quarter- 
master-General to hire what I could and then draw the balance from 
Norman W. Smith, at Augusta, Ga., who was chief of transportation 
for the western army. He, unlike most quartermasters with whom I 
had to deal, did the best he could for me, but he really could not keep 
up the supply in the army, and his instructions were that the army 
must be supplied first ; consequently the only stock that I ever got from 
him was mules, already broken down in service, and after I got them, 
before they could be used at all (in fact, I don’t think they ever were 
used during my stay at Andersonville) they had to be gotten into a 
serviceable condition. The lack of local transportation was a most 
serious drawback upon me. 

In regard to complaints, if there be any, against the manner of bury- 
ing the dead, I can only say that I did the best I could. Each body 
was numbered on the hospital register of deaths (which book was, of 
course, kept by the chief surgeon) and the same number was pinned 
to his clothing. They were then interred as their numbers called for, 
running from number one upward, and each body’s number was branded 
deeply on his head board. If the hospital register is in being, the body 
of any soldier who died there can be easily found. It was impossible 
to furnish coffins. Materials were too scarce, and I considered it much 
more important to alleviate the suffering of the living than to use these 
materials with the dead. In fact, I used no materials for any purpose 
that could be done without, and positively refused to put up either 
officers’ or soldiers’ barracks until a sufficient hospital arrangement 
should be completed both for the prisoners and our own sick, For this 
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I was much abused and complained of, but I held to my text and never 
did put up but one house, and that was under peremptory orders, 
and even that was not quite completed when I was ordered away in 
September. 

As regards the necessary cooking and baking arrangements, I confess 
that at one time the prisoners suffered greatly in the want of cooking 
apparatus, but this was owing entirely to having provided for 10,000 
men and having twice that number forced upon me. I did, however, 
all in my power to assist them in the matter, and when I left Anderson- 
ville the cooking arrangements were ample and sufficient. As to the 
water for the use of prisoners at Andersonville, the stream that flowed 
through the prison was originally as pure and limpid as possible and 
was injured by an error of my own judgment. In constructing the 
first baking and cooking houses, knowing that they would require much 
waier in the use of them, I placed them directly on the stream flowing 
directly into the prison (they could not be placed on the other side, as 
the water would then have flowed through the sinks), not dreaming 
that there would be sufficient offal to infuse the water, but such was 
the case, and the only remedy then left was to allow the prisoners as 
many wells on the inside of the prison as were needed, and this was 
done by Captain Wirz. This, together with the complaint that the 
prisoners were robbed at the cook-houses of a portion of their rations 
(a state of things I should never have supposed possible, as, according 
to my recollection, there were only four of our detailed men at both the 
cooking and baking houses, and the balance of the force, some 100 and 
odd men, were paroled prisoners), caused me to suggest that in the 
building of the prison near Millen, Ga., that the baking and cooking 
houses be put up on the inside of the prison, and instead of having 
them in-one extensive building, let there be more of them—a baking 
and cooking arrangement to every 1,000 men—which suggestion was 
adopted. 

In regard to the prisoners themselves, I never, under any circum- 
stances, had any command over them whatever, excepting those who 
were paroled on the outside of the prison, receiving double rations, and 
were assisting me in my department to build barracks, hospitals, com- 
missary store-houses, doing duty as teamsters, &c., and I never even 
supplied these men with their rations. I not only never maltreated 
one of these men, but never punished one of them except to return 
them to the inside of the prison, and I do not now recollect even to 
have done that except in cases where they had broken their paroles. I 
was never on the inside of the prison at Andersonville more than half 
a dozen times in my life, and was never once inside the prison at Macon. 
I had more of my own duty to do than I could really well attend to, and 
never meddled with, inquired after, or interfered with any other depart- 
ment. Some time in September, 1864, I was assigned to duty as chief 
quartermaster of prisons in Georgia and my headquarters ordered at 
Camp Lawton, the prison near Millen, but I remained at Andersonville 
until the 1st of October, when I assigned Capt. James H. Wright, 
assistant quartermaster, to duty at Andersonville. Oapt. L. L. Varna- 
doe, assistant quartermaster, had already been assigned by the 
Quartermaster-General to duty at the Millen Prison. When I left 
Andersonville six of the prisoners that had been paroled and under me, 
and to whom I had become much attached, made petition to be allowed 
to go with me, which petition was granted them. Four of these I took 
and kept with me at my own private quarters, about three miles from 
the prison, and allowed them all sorts of privileges. The other two 
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went on duty with Captain Varnadoe. The four who were with me at 
my quarters drew their rations with mine, one of them always superin- 
tending the receiving of them. After this several teamsters and 
others made similar petitions, and one or two nolens volens ran off from 
Andersonville, caught up with the wagon train, and came on to Millen. 
These men were never punished for this, and were put on duty with 
Captain Varnadoe, and I take occasion here to remark that for any act 
of kindness that I ever showed a prisoner while I was connected with 
the prison department, upon my honor I was never paid or received 
anything whatever, and not one can be found who can say such a thing 
about me, except in some little act of kindness to me afterward—one 
of them, for instance, at his own request, covered a saddle beautifully 
for me, another made me some shoes and boots. These are the only 
returns that I now recollect ever to have received from them, and for 
these acts of kindness to me, knowing their necessities, I paid them 
afterward. 

When General Sherman made his march through Georgia, the pris- 
oners were necessarily squandered in every direction. At that time I 
was ordered to take charge of the prison wagon train and save it from 
the enemy. I had with me, to the best of my recollection, some twenty 
odd prisoners as teamsters, ambulance drivers, &c., and only five of our 
own men, including two wagon-masters, and no arms, except private 
arms. We were within a few miles of the fighting, and so close that I 
lost much baggage that was stored in a house close by. Two of these 
prisoners that morning (not knowing the proximity of the enemy) I 
had given permission to go fishing, and we had to decamp so suddenly 
that I could not wait for them—in fact, supposed they had gone to their 
own men—and was very uneasy lest they should give information of the 
whereabouts of my train, and made on that account a very long march; 
yet soon after we encamped at night on the banks of the Savannah 
River these two men came up, each one toting a bag of sweet potatoes. 
Not one of these prisoners deserted me. They all said, as I was told, 
that I had treated them so well and so kindly that they felt in honor 
bound to respect their paroles. The next morning we commenced 
crossing the Savannah River and encamped in Barnwell District, S.C. 
We remained in camp for some time, when I received an order to send 
a portion of the wagon train to Columbia, 8S. C., a portion of it to 
Augusta, Ga., and to hold the balance subject to orders. A portion of 
the prisoners remained with me; the balance went to Columbia. I 
remained there in camp some six weeks; sent to Augusta; got some 
powder and shot, and, as game was very plentiful, frequently allowed 
several of these prisoners my double-barreled shotgun and a small 
rifle to go off on horseback and amuse themselves in their own way. 
I was then ordered to Columbia, 8S. C., and immediately assigned to 
duty as chief quartermaster of all prisons east of the Mississippi River. 
This was some time in January, 1865. Soon after this a general 
exchange of prisoners took place. Columbia was evacuated and I was 
ordered to Salisbury, N.C. I had been there but a short time when I 
was relieved of duty with the prison department and ordered to report 
in Richmond, and was there awaiting orders to Texas. At this time, 
however, General Daniel Ruggles was assigned to duty as Commissary- 
General of Prisoners, and at his earnest solicitation I was temporarily 
assigned to duty with him as his chief quartermaster, in order to furnish 
him with such information as he might need in regard to my depart- 
ment. General Ruggles and myself left Richmond the night of the 
evacuation. As soon as we got to Danville he ordered me to Augusta, 
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Ga., at which place I was paroled, and thus ended my connection with 
the prison department. 

I beg leave to add that I have the receipt of the assistant agent of 
exchange, Captain Hatch, for all moneys in my hands belonging to pris- 
oners of war; Captain Wirz’s receipt for their watches which were in my 
possession (General Winder after his arrival at Andersonville ordered 
all prisoners’ watches returned, and, if my memory serves me rightly, 
no sum of money under $100 was taken from them). I have also Lieu- 
tenant Davis’ receipt for all prisoners’ clothing, &e., sent to Anderson- 
ville and issued by Lieutenant Davis during Captain Wirz’s extreme 
illness there. The boxes sent to prisoners I never had anything to do 
with. They were always turned over to commandants of prisons. 

I have, sir, to apologize for the length of this communication, but I 
could not well say less in my defense and do myself justice. I have no 
friend that I know of who has any influence with the Government, and 
must rely upon the merit of my own case. To the truth of these state- 
ments I pledge my honor as a man, which is all that is left me, and would 
offer you the most satisfactory and indisputable evidence. I would 
offer you also any reference as to my character and standing as a man. 
Hoping that my country is unwilling to inflict any act of injustice upon 
me, and believing you incapable of such a thing, I place myself in your 
hands, earnestly entreating, however, that if any other charges which 
1 have not met in this communication have been brought against me, I 
be informed of them, and I will promise you a straightforward, manly 
reply. It is extremely humiliating to be held in prison in manacles, 
but much more so to be held up to your countrymen as a demon, accused 
of charges of which you are not guilty. Pardon the liberty I have 
taken in thus addressing you. 

Very respectfully, your obediept servant, 
R. B. WINDER. 


N. B.—Since writing the above communication a hurried testimonial * 
as to my character and standing as a man has been handed me, which 
I have the honor to inclose. It contains the name of nearly every citi- 
zen of the town near which I have for the last ten years, before the 
war, resided, and also all my near neighbors. dee 


[First indorsement.] 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, September 2, 1865. 


Respectfully referred to the Judge-Advocate-General. 
R. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Second indorsement.] 


War DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTIOE, 
September 6, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to Col. N. P. Chipman, judge-advocate, military 
commission, for his consideration, in connection with such testimony as 
may be evolved upon the trial of Wirz, in regard to the within-named 
Richard B. Winder. 
J. HOLT, 


Judge-Advocate- General. 


*See sub-inclosure No. 2 to letter of William Linn Brown to Stanton, November 
14, 1865, p. 798. 
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MILITARY COMMISSION, October 25, 1865. 


Respectfully returned. The findings in the Wirz trial inculpate 
R. B. Winder. [ think he ought to be tried for complicity, though 
there is no evidence of his being a cruel or brutal man. 

N. P. OHIPMAN, 
Colonel, &c., Judge-Advocate. 


Hpars. MILITARY DistTRICT OF FoRT MONROE, VA., 
August 30, 1865. 
[General E. D. TOWNSEND:] ; 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report prisoner Davis quite comfort- 
able to-day. He takes exercise now every day in the open air. Clay 
and Mitchel are well. Captain Hitchcock, provost-marshal, left Ches- 
conessex this morning with prisoner R. B. Winder for Washington. 


Most respectfully, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Brevet Major-General. 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, August 30, 1865. 


Major-General HOOKER, 
Commanding Department of the East, New York City: 


By direction of the President you will cause the following order to 
be immediately executed, and such steps to be taken as to prevent its 
purport being made public. On showing this to Amos Pilsbury, warden 
of the penitentiary at Albany, itewill be the President’s warrant to him 
to deliver the prisoner Samuel B. Davis, alias Willoughby Cummings, 
to the custody of the officer who shall be designated by you to receive 
him and convey him to Fort Warren: 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE, August 30, 1866. 
It is ordered that Samuel B. Davis, alias Willoughby Cummings, a prisoner whose 
death sentence by a general court-martial has been commuted into confinement dur- 
ing the war, and who is now confined in the Albany penitentiary, be conveyed to 
Fort Warren and there imprisoned until the term of his sentence expires or further 
order. The Secretary of War will issue the necessary orders in the case.* 
ANDREW JOHNSON, 
President. 
Report receipt and execution of the above order. 
By command of the President of the United States: 
EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


DETROIT, September 1, 1865. 
President JOHNSON: 
DEAR SrR: Inclosed I send you a letter from Hon. S. R. Mallory 
which speaks for itself; likewise a copy of my answer to him, the 
response to which removed the “private” from this letter so far as you 
are concerned, but was itself marked “private.” As you know this 
case better than I can, it is not necessary for me to express an opinion. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Z. CHANDLER. 


“This order was announced in General Court-Martial Orders, No. 495, War 
Department, Adjutant-General’s Office, August 31, 1865. 
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PRIVATE. | Fort LAFAYETTE, July 2, 1865. 
Hon. Z. CHANDLER: 


DEAR Sir: My application to the President for pardon was for- 
warded hence on the 21st ultimo, and in appealing to your kind inter- 
position in its behalf, as well upon the ground of old associations as 
upon others, it is proper that I state to you the points upon which it is 
based, which I will do as frankly as briefly. I know that you are familiar 
with all the leading political issues of the former “South,” and with 
the divisions and phases of opinion and sentiment upon that of seces- 
sion. Throughout my own humble career, whether as a private or 
public man, up to the secession of my own State, I was ever devoted to 
the Union, and my ten years’ service in the Senate are unmarked by a 
word or sentiment inconsistent with this declaration. I was never in 
the Legislature or any of the conventions of my State, and I never 
counseled her to secede, for I always believed she was stronger in the 
Union than she could be out of it. But when she seceded and 
instructed me to withdraw from the Senate I obeyed. She had hon- 
ored me far beyond my merits with many distinguished marks of her 
confidence and favor, and I followed where she led. State sovereignty 
with its consequent rights of secession was no new doctrine, suddenly 
sprung for a purpose, but through a long line of great minds, from 
Jefferson to Calhoun, it had become the universal faith of the South. 
In this faith, politically, was I reared, but, though I regarded secession 
as a right resulting, like many others, from State sovereignty, my con- 
servatism taught me that as a remedy it was but another name for 
revolution, to be justified only by those great and otherwise irreparable 
wrongs which admittedly justify revolution. I never believed there 
would be bloodshed, and I hoped and expected compromise, concilia- 
tion, and peace even after the secession of South Carolina. When I 
learned at Washington the design of attacking Fort Pickens, at Pensa- 
cola, I dreaded the consequences, and telegraphed the leader in the 
most urgent terms against the design, and thus prevented it, a pro- 
ceeding for which superserviceable patriots have bitterly denounced 
me. The firing upon the flag soon after at Charleston rendered peace 
hopeless. Throughout my official connection with the Confederate 
Government as Secretary of the Navy, which post was accepted only 
upon the repeated requests of President Davis, and the resignation of 
which I subsequently tendered, I am conscious of no act unwarranted 
by the condition of the two Governments and the laws of war to which 
they both deferred. Upon the fall of Richmond I resigned my office, 
repaired to my home, and there awaited the action of the Government, 
determined to abide the consequences of my course, whatever they 
might be. 1 was arrested there some two months ago and sent here. 
A great majority of the States and a vast majority of the people have 
decided, as well by the cartridge-box as by the ballot box, against 
secession and slavery. Ballots and bullets, overwhelming numbers 
and resources, were all against us, and we are a conquered people. I[ 
frankly and fully recognize and accept the continued union of all these 
States and the abolition of slavery as the new status of the South, and 
the logic of patriotism, no less than that of common sense, calls upon 
her people to conform themselves, their laws, and institutions to this 
status. To this work I am anxious to contribute all the aid in my 
power, for with the South must [ live, and with Heaven’s sanction die. 
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I desire in good faith to take the oath of allegiance, to assume and per- 
form all the obligations and duties of a citizen of the United States, 
and as rapidly as possible quiet agitation, restore order, and give my 
heart and voice and hand, for whatever they are worth, and so far 
as a private citizen may, to lielp a brave, impoverished, and suffering 
people. In the treatment of Southern men the Government must, I 
apprehend, look rather to what may be expected from them in the 
future than to what they have been. in the past, and I am willing to be 
viewed from either stand-point. There will be little difficulty in getting 
the State governments into healthy working order if common sense is 
allowed to prevail in the incipient measures. The negroes’ present and 
future I do not regard as questions of much difficulty, and there is a 
great deal bearing upon them in the recent published letter of a North- 
ern authority who has ever been regarded as ultra upon the subject. 
I know many negroes whom I would trust with the ballot, and the 
number will steadily increase, and they must, at no distant day, become 
voters, under certain qualifications, as they have in the British West 
Indies, and in some of the Northern States where slavery once existed. 
I have written to you frankly, my dear sir, and I would be very glad if 

I could interchange views with you. With these views I cannot see 
that Iam doing the country quite as much service here as I might be 
rendering elsewhere. If you can consistently with your views aid me 
you will have my grateful recollections for your kindness. Be pleased 
to present me to Mrs. Chandler. 
Very respectfully, yours, 

8S. R. MALLORY. 


{Inclosure No. 2.] 


DETROIT, July 29, 1865. 
Hon. 8. R. MALLORY: , 

DEAR SiR: Yours of the 21st ultimo (2d instant] is at hand and its 
contents carefully noted. I am of the opinion that ‘ private” should be 
erased and I be permitted to inclose it to President Johnson. If the 
South would honestly and sineerely adopt the sentiments contained in 
your letter of the 21st [2d instant], reconstruction would be easy and our 
troubles ended, but I fear she will not. Our armies are being dis- 
banded, and as that process goes on turbulence and bravado are again 
raising their hydra heads in many parts of the South. I fear your 
people have not yet learned ours. Nationality is burned into the brain 
of Northern men with few exceptions. We should not hesitate one 
moment in meeting not only the South, but the world, as allies, rather 
than part with one of the Florida keys by secession and recalling our 
armies to-morrow. As I said on the 2d of March, 1861, in the Senate, 
so say I now to you: “This nation is to stand until our childrens’ chil- 
dren have grown gray—aye, until their childrens’ children have passed 
from the stage.” Your people supposed, and now suppose, the North 
exhausted. Never was a greater mistake made. She was never so 
prosperous. We had just learned the art of war and our ability to 
carry iton. This your people do not and cannot understand; hence I 
fear that through evil counsels they will bring more and useless suffer- 
ne upon ate ne ay grant my fears may be groundless. Your 

etter accepts the logic of events, and I desir it 
Prosidént Shall bacte® rs Fragh gta 5 
Very respectfully, yours, 
Z. CHANDLER. 
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Hpgrs. MILiTary District oF ForT Monrog, VA., 
September 1, 1865. 
General BE. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report prisoner Davis took his exer- 
cise yesterday. The carbuncle gives him but little trouble now. Yes- 
terday the erysipelas made its appearance again upon his nose and 
face. His surgeon is fearful it will become a serious matter unless it is 
checked. Doctor Craven visits him every morning, and to-morrow will 
make a full report upon his physical condition and make such recom- 
mendations as in his opinion will benefit his health. 

eee is quite well to-day. Mitchel complains of some pain in the 
chest.* 
I remain, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Brevet Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding... 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., September 1, 1865. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. M. BURKE, 
Commanding Fort Lafayette, New York Harbor: 

GENERAL: I have to-day ordered three prisoners of war and two 
state prisoners to be transferred from Johnson’s Island to Fort Lafay- 
ette. In reply to your letter of the 20th ultimo, in reference to the 
purchase of articles of bedding, &c., required by prisoners, I have to 
say that you are authorized to purchase such articles as are indis- 
pensably necessary which cannot be obtained on requisition. Bed 
sacks and blankets will be furnished by the Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ment. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Bot. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., September 1, 1865. 
Maj. S. P. LEE, Commanding Johnson's Island, Sandusky, Ohio: 
Masor: By direction of the Secretary of War you will transfer to 
Fort Lafayette, N. Y. Harbor, the prisoners reported on roll of August 
26, except Henry P. Esteph, who will be sent to Fort Delaware.t Have. 
them under a suitable guard and officer, and send lists with them giv- 
ing the full record of each case. They will be furnished with rations for 
the journey. Give very particular written instructions to the guard to 
insure that there will be no escapes. Report their transfer with lists 
to this office. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
But. Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


* During the remainder of September Mr. Davis is reported as occasionally threat- 
ened with erysipelas. In October up to the 28th he is reported ‘ well.” 

+ Among the number thus ordered to Fort Lafayette were Charles H. Cole, “a con- 
spirator to capture the U.S. steamer Michigan and release the prisoners on Johnson’s 
Island,” and John E, Robinson, ‘‘an accomplice of the above-named Charles H., Cole.” 
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Hpgrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF ForT MONROE, 
September 2, 1865. 
[General E. D. TOWNSEND :] 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report the prisoners Clay and 
Mitchel well to-day. Inclosed I send report of Doctor Craven upon 
the health of Mr. Davis. I have noticed lately on entering the cells a 
disagreeable smell, which the officers attribute to dampness. As the 
nights become colder I think the cells will become unhealthy, particu- 
larly to persons troubled with asthma like the prisoners. I would 
recommend that Davis be removed from the casemate to one of the 
buildings in the fort, where he can be as safely confined and his health 
improved. 

I remain, with the highest respect, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Brevet Major-General, Commanding. 


[Inclosure. ] 


OFFICE CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER, 
Fort Monroe, Va., September |—, 1865]. 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. N. A. MILEs, 
Commanding Military District of Fort Monroe, Va.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that I was called to see 
prisoner Davis on the 24th of May last. I found him very feeble; 
prematurely old—all the evidence of an iron will, but extremely 
reduced in physical structure. As he continued to fail, changes were 
suggested in his prison life and kindly granted; his food was changed 
from prison fare to a liberal diet, the guards were removed from his 
room, he was permitted to walk in the open air and to have miscel- 
laneous reading; indeed, everything was done for him to render him 
comfortable as a prisoner. Within the last week | have noticed a 
great change in the prisoner; he has become despondent and dull—a 
very unnatural condition for him. He is evidently breaking down. 
Save a small patch of erysipelas upon his face and a boil upon one of 
his limbs, no pointed disease but general prostration. I am of opinion 
that it may be in a measure attributed to the dampness of his room, 
for I have noticed lately a great change in the atinosphere of the case- 
mates. I would respectfully recommend that he be removed from the 
room he now occupies to some other apartment. I have no other 
suggestions to make as to his treatment. He has the best of food and 
stimulants. ; 

I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. CRAVEN, 
Brevet Lieutenant-Oolonel and Surgeon, U. 8. Vols., 
Chief Medical Officer, Military District of Fort Monroe, Va. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
September 4, 1865. 
Major-General MILEs, U.S. Volunteers, 
Commanding, Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Yours of 2d with Doctor Craven’s report received. The President 
directs you to immediately prepare other quarters tor Davis and report 
when finished, describing arrangements, then await further orders before 
moving the prisoner, Acknowledge receipt. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Fort MONROE, September 4, 1865—7 p.m. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


Your telegram in regard to Jeff. Davis is received and will be acted 
upon at once. 
N. A. MILES, 
Major-General. 


Fort MoNRog, VA., September 5, 1865. 
Maj. THomas T. ECKERT, Washington: 


General Miles orders us to vacate our old office inside the fort, as he 
wants it for Davis’ new quarters. He orders us to commence moving 
immediately. 

GEORGE D, SHELDON, 
Manager. 


WEstT Point, N. Y., September 5, 1865—8.30 p.m. 
General MILEs, Fortress Monroe, Va.: 


You will please countermand your order for the removal of the tele- 
graph office at Fortress Monroe and make no change or interference in 
respect to that office, which was established in its present position by 


this Department. 
E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


GENERAL WAR DEPARTMENT, 
COoURT-MARTIAL ORDERS, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 505, Washington, September 6, 1865. 


I. Before a military commission which convened at Nashville, Tenn., 
December 2, 1863, pursuant to Special Orders, No. 321, dated head- 
quarters Department of the Cumberland, Nashville, Tenn., November 
30, 1863, and of which Col. John F. Miller, Twenty-ninth Indiana Vol- 
unteers, is president, was arraigned and tried— 


Frank B, Gurley, citizen. 


CHARGE: Murder. 


Specification.—In this, that the said Frank B. Gurley, not being lawfully in the 
service of the so-called Confederate States, but being banded together with certain 
other citizens for the purpose of killing, robbing, and plundering Federal soldiers 
and loyal citizens of the United States, did feloniously shoot with a revolving pistol 
and kill Brig. Gen. Robert L. McCook, an officer in the service of the United States, 
without any provocation whatever, and while the said Brig. Gen. Robert L. McCook 
was lying sick and helpless in an ambulance. All this in the vicinity of the town of 
New Market, Madison County, Ala., and on or about the 5th day of August, A. D. 
1862. All this in time of war. 

To which charge and specification the accused, Frank B, Gurley, pleaded not guilty. 


FINDING. 


The commission, having maturely considered the evidence adduced, finds the 
accused, Frank B. Gurley, citizen, as follows: 
Of the specification, guilty. 


Of the charge, guilty, 
SENTENCE, 


And the commission does therefore sentence him, Frank B. Gurley, citizen, to be 
hanged by the neck until he is dead, at such time and place as the general command- 
ing may order, two-thirds of the members of the commission concurring in said 


sentence. 
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Il. The proceedings, finding, and sentence of the military commis- 
sion in the foregoing case of Frank B. Gurley have been approved by 
the general commanding the Department of the Cumberland and for- 
warded for the action of the President of the United States, who directs 
that the sentence be carried into execution. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 


Assistant Adjutant- General. 
{Indorsement.] j 


Wark DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTICE, 
: ; September 8, 1865. 
Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War, with recommenda- 
tion that the proper military authorities at Nashville be ordered to 
cause the arrest and execution of this murderer, who is now at large, it 
is believed, somewhere in the State of Tennessee. Under a misappre- 
hension, he is understood to have been, within a short time, exchanged 
as a prisoner of war, and has thus regained his liberty. This, however, 
does not at all exempt him from the operation of the death sentence’ 
then and still hanging over him. The murder of General McCook by 
this man was one of cowardly and cold-blooded atrocity, and no pains 
should be spared to enforce the forfeiture of life which the sentence 
has declared. 
J. HOLT, 
Judge-Advocate- General. 


Fort MONROE, VA., September 6, 1865—1 a. m. 
Hon. EDWIN M. STANTON, Secretary of War: 

Siz: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your order of 8.30 
p.m. There is no other building in the fort where quarters can be pre- 
pared for Jeff. Davis without taking officers’ quarters, except the hos- 
pital building. His case not demanding hospital treatinent was my 
objection to using that building. After a consultation with the chief 
engineer, quartermaster, and medical officer I selected the telegraph 
building to carry out the President’s order of last evening, it being a 
small, square brick building, with but one room, where the prisoner 
could be confined as safely as in the casemate. Rooms were furnished 
the telegraph operators at the other office outside the fort. I judge 
from your order the case has been misrepresented, or only in part. 
Shall I prepare quarters in the hospital building? 

With the highest respect, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Brevet Major-General. 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, September 6, 1865. 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. N. A. MILEs, 
Commanding District of Fort Monroe, Fort Monroe, Va.: 

In reply to yours of this morning the Secretary has special reasons 
why the telegraph office inside Fort Monroe should not be disturbed. 
He gave confidential orders to the operator stationed there which 
made it his duty to report your order to Major Eckert. The primary 
object being to insure the safe custody of the prisoner you will select 
the best place, except the telegraph building, for that parpose. 

; EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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WASHINGTON, D. ©., September 6, 1865. 
Major-General MILES, Commanding at Fort Monroe: 


Thave just seen your dispatch to the Secretary of War, in which you 
Say you judge the matter of removal of telegraph office has been mis- 
represented. The only representation of ,it other than that contained 
in your dispatch is the following.* 

By a special order of the War Department it is the duty of any 
operator in charge of a military telegraph office to inform me of any 
change to be made in his office, as you will perceive by General Town- 
send’s dispatch of this morning. I make this explanation in justice to 
Mr. Sheldon and his operators. 

Very respectfully, 
THOS. T, ECKERT, 
Superintendent Military ‘Telegraph. 


CONFIDENTIAL.] WAR DEP?., ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, September 7, 1865. 
MAJOR-GENERAL Compe. MIL. DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI: 

GENERAL: The President of the United States directs that the sen- 
tences in the cases of the persons below named be executed whenever 
they can be arrested, and that commanding generals be instructed to 
secure their persons if possible: ~ 

1, Frank B. Gurley, alias Oapt. Frank B. Gurley, of the so-called 
Confederate service, the murderer of Brig. Gen. Kobert L. McCook. , 

Gurley was tried before a military commission which convened at 
Nashville, Tenn., December 2, 1863, and sentenced to be hanged by the 
neck until he is dead, at such time and place as the general command- 
ing may order, two-thirds of the members of the commission concurring 
in said sentence. 

2. James R. Mallory, alias Capt. James R. Mallory, of the so-called 
Confederate service, a murderer. 

Mallory was tried before a military commission which convened at 
Nashville, Tenn., February 26, 1864, and sentenced to be hung by the 
neck until he is dead, at such time and place as the general command- 
ing may direct, two-thirds of the members of the commission concurring 
in this sentence. 

3. Thomas W. Elliott, alias Private Thomas W. Elliott, of the so-called 
Confederate service, a murderer. 

Elliott was tried before a military commission which convened at 
Nashville, Tenn., in pursuance of orders from headquarters Department 
of the Cumberland, dated January 28, 1864, and sentenced to be hung 
by the neck until he is dead, at such time and place as the general 
commanding may direct, two-thirds of the members of the commission 
concurring in said sentence. 

Commanding generals will use all proper means to secure the arrest 
of these persons, and if they, or either of them, are arrested, will 
immediately report the fact by telegraph to the Adjutant-General. 


By command of the President of the United States: 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


(Same to Major-Generals Meade, Thomas, Pope, Gillmore, and others.) 


*See Sheldon to Eckert, September 5, p. 741. 
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Fort Monzgog, VA., September 11, 1865—3 p.m. 
Brig. Gen. E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

I have the honor to report that the prisoner Clay is again despond- 
ent and exceedingly nervous. He was very restless and unable to 
sleep last night. I respectfully recommend that I be allowed to take 
the guards out of the front room to-night to see if it will not give him 


relief. 
N. A: MILES, 
Brevet Major-General, Commanding. 


W.AR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, September 11, 1865. 
Major-General MILES, Commanding, Fort Monroe: 
You are authorized to move the guard from the front room of Clay’s 
apartments, as you recommend. 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
By the President’s sanction. ; 
BD aD. 


HpDgQRS. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FoRT MONROE, 
Fortress Monroe, Va., September 11, 1865. 


General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report the prisoner Davis to-day as 
being very comfortable. The room in Carroll Hall, which is fitting up 
for him, will be ready to-morrow. Clay has been very nervous for the 
past two days. I inclose a letter to him from his wife and ask informa- 
tion whether he will be allowed to receive it or not. Mitchel is well. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Brevet Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


PROVOSI-MARSHAL’S OFFICE, 
Norfolk, Va., September 11, 1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel ORDWAY, 
-Provost-Marshal-General, Department of Virginia: 


CoLonEL: I have the honor to herewith forward a true copy of state 
ment of R. B. Winder, assistant quartermaster (late Confederate States), 
in regard to watches, &c., belonging to Federal prisoners which were 
confined in Andersonville Prison, Ga.; also copies of receipts from 
W. H. Hatch, agent of exchange, and H. Wirz, captain, commanding 
prison. On the 10th of the present month my assistant and chief 
detective found in the possession of George T. Garrison (citizen) a box 
containing thirty-four old watches, which he (Mr. Garrison) states that 
he received from Mr. Winder. The. original receipt states that there 
were thirty-nine watches, but only thirty-four can be found. Mr. Gar- 
rison lives on the Eastern Shore, and claims to be counsel for the 
defense of Mr. Winder, who is now confined in the Old Capitol Prison 
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at Washington, D. O. I would respectfully ask what disposition I 
shall make of Mr. Garrison, watches, &c., and original statement and 
receipts. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAMUEL GILMORE, 
Captain, Thirty-ninth Illinois Infty. Vols., and Provost-Marshal. 


[First indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA, 
OFFICE PROVOsT-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 
Richmond, Va., September 14, 1865. 
- Respectfully forwarded to the major-general commanding for instrut- 
10NS. 

I would respectfully suggest that the watches and property recovered 
be turned over to Bvt. Brig. Gen. John E. Mulford, assistant agent of 
exchange for the United States, who now has charge of money and 
property belonging to Federal prisoners of war. The only criminality 
that appears to attach to Garrison in this transaction is the fact that 
on receiving the property from Winder he did not promptly notify and 
turn it over to the U.S. military authorities, 

ALBERT ORDWAY, 
Lieut. Col. Twenty-fourth Mass. Vol. Infty., Pro. Mar. Gen. 


[Second indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA, 
Richmond, September 16, 1865. 
Respectfully forwarded to headquarters Military Division of the 
Atlantic, with Colonel Ordway’s recommendation as to the disposition 
of the watches approved and with a request for instructions as to the dis- 
position to be made of Garrison. Captain Gilmore, the provost-marshal 
at Norfolk, who arrested Garrison and recovered the property, has 
receivefl from Washington a dispatch signed “L. C. Baker, brigadier- 
general and provost-marshal,” directing him to send the prisoner, his. 
papers, and property to that place. J have directed Captain Gilmore 
not to comply with the order. If Brigadier-General Baker has been 
assigned to any duty which gives him power to iss1e orders to my 
subordinates I am not aware of it. I never have been furnished with 
any order placing him on such duty, and unless such a one has been 
issued I protest against this attempt to exercise such power. 
ALFRED H. TERRY, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Third indorsement. ] 


Hpors. Minirary DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIC, 
Philadelphia, September 21, 1865. 


Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General. : 
The recommendation of the department commander concurred in as 
far as relates to the disposition of the property, and attention invited 
to his remarks relating to the orders of Brigadier-General Baker. 
GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, September 29, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to Col. N. P. Chipman, judge-advocate. 
i i W: A. NICHOLS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Fifth indorsement.] 


MILITARY COMMISSION, October 25, 1865. 
Respectfully returned to Brig. Gen. J. Holt. 
Attention is called to the record in the Wirz trial and the finding of 
the court as tc R. B. Winder. 
N. P. CHIPMAN, 
Colonel, &e., Judge-Advocate. 


Hpgrs. MILiraRy DISTRIC® oF FoRT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., September 12, 1865. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to state the surgeon reports the pris- 
oner Davis to-day as having entirely recovered from his recent illness. 
Clay is somewhat better to-day than yesterday. Mitchel is well. 
Inclosed I forward a plan of building * in which a room is now ready 
for the reception of Davis, and to which he will be removed whenever 
the Department sees fit to order it. The room prepared for the con- 
finement of Davis was until lately occupied by Captain Evans, Third 
Pennsylvania Artillery, as his quarters, and is a very pleasant and 
airy one on the second floor of Carroll Hall. It has three grated 
doors, one opening on the piazza, one into another room to be occupied 
by the guard, and one into the hall. It is a room in which the pris- 
oner can be securely confined and sentinels posted as specified in the 
plan. I would respectfully recommend, if the prisoners are to be con- 
fined here for any length of time, that they be confined in some build- 
ing instead of in the casemates, as I believe a long confinement in the 
casemates would result in permanent injury to the health of the pris- 
oners. 

[ have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, - 
Brevet Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. O., September 12, 1865—12.40 p.m. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War, Newport, R. I.: 

General Baker informs me this morning that he has information show- 
ing that Alexander H. Stephens sent a letter in November, 1863 [1864], 
to a Mrs, McVeigh, of Boston, in which he denounces the treatment of 
our prisoners at Andersonville, Also that Stephens claims that his 
written protests on the subject are on file in the rebel War Department, 
which show him guiltless of any participation in the matter. 

THOS. T. ECKERT. 


* Omitted here, being substantially the same as Sketch B,‘p. 758. 


—— 
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WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., September 13, 1865—3.15 p.m. 
Hon. Epwin M. Stanton, Newport, R. I: 
I have just received the following from the Department of State: 


Tuomas T. ECKERT, Acting Assistant Secretary of War: 


This Department having to-day received telegraphic information of the presence 
of Mr. J. C. Breckinridge in Canada, the subject was brought to the consideration 
of the President in Cabinet, where it was determined to be advisable to arrest that 
person if he should be found within the limits of the United States. Your attention 
is consequently invited to the matter. 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 


Have you any instructions to give me on this subject? — 
THOS. T. ECKERT. 


War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFIOE, 
Washington, September 13, 1865. 
Hon. JAMES SPEED, Attorney-General: 

Sir: In compliance with instructichs from the Secretary of War I 
have the honor to submit to you the inclosed letter from his wife to 
C, C. Clay, a prisoner at Fort Monroe. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


NEWPORT, R. I., September 14, 1865—1.30 p.m. 


Hon. THomas T. ECKERT, 
Acting Assistant Secretary of War: 

Instruct, in my name, General Baker to arrest Breckinridge if he 
comes within the United States. Direct General I'ry, also by my order, 
to issue confidential instructions to all his provost-marshals to the same 
effect. Write a note to the Secretary of State in acknowledgment of 
his letter and informing him what has been ordered. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. O., September 14, 1865. 


Maj. Gen. N. A. MILES, Commanding; Fort Monroe, Va.: 
The following telegram has been submitted to this Department for 


approval: 
AuGustTa, GA., September 13, 1865. 


Maj. Gen. N. A. Mixes, Commanding, Fort Monroe, Va.: 
Will you please inform me by telegraph how Mr. Davis is. Rumors of his indis- 
position have caused me great suffering. Is his indisposition serious? 
VARINA DAVIS. 
To which you are authorized to make the following reply, provided it 
represents the present condition of the prisoner: 
Fort Monrkog, VA., September 14, 1865. 
Mrs. VARINA Davis, Augusta, Ga.: ’ 
Mr. Davis suffered temporarily from a carbuncle on the leg and from erysipelas in 
the face; that is now over and he is well as usual. 
N. A. MILES, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


THOS. T. ECKERT, 
Acting Assistant Secretary of War. 
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Fort Monroe, September 14, 1865. 
Tuomas T. ECKERT, Acting Assistant Secretary of War: 

Your telegram just received. Prisoner Davis wrote a letter to his 
wife over two weeks ago, which was forwarded to the War Department. 
He fears she has not received it and requests permission to write 
another. Your telegram to Mrs. Davis states the present condition of 
the prisoner. 

NELSON A. MILES, 
Brevet Major-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., September 14, 1865. 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. N. A. MILES, Commanding, Fort Monroe, Va. : 
You can permit the prisoner Davis to write another letter to his wife, 
which must be forwarded to this Department before being sent to her. 
: THOS. T. ECKERT, 
Acting Assistant Secretary of War. 


NEw YORK, September 14, 1865. 
The CONFEDERATE PRISONERS OF WAR: 

Having performed the duty of furnishing you supplies, agreeable to 
the arrangement between General Grant and Colonel Ould, I feel that 
it is due to you and just to myself that you should have an outline of 
these duties. The arrangements made to supply the prisoners of war 
through the agency of their respective authorities permitted the Con- 
federate authorities to send 1,000 bales of cotton from Mobile to me in 
this city, to be sold by me and the proceeds to be expended in the 
purchase of supplies as you might need. At the time of the arrange- 
ment—11thand 12th November, 1864—it was thought that the orders to 
receive the cotton on a U.S. vessel would reach Mobile on the 22d of 
November, and that the cotton would reach this city about the 6th of 
December. Under this impression, at that date the United States War 
Department had me paroled and permitted to come from Fort Warren 
to this city for the purpose of receiving and selling the cotton. Noth- 
ing having been heard of the cotton, on the 5th of January, 1865, my 
parole was suspended and I placed as a prisoner of war in Fort Lafay- 
ette, where I remained until the 24th of January, when, 830 bales having 
arrived, my parole was renewed and I allowed to enter upon my duties. 
The long delay brought the cotton to this city on a greatly depreciated 
market. As this delay and the consequent very heavy loss to the 
prison fund has been attributed to various causes I will state that 
from official letters in my possession I learn that on the 17th of Decem- 
ber, 1864, General Granger, U. 8. Army, commanding in Mobile Bay, 
notified General Maury, commanding at Mobile, of his readiness to 
receive on board a U.S, transport the 1,000 bales of cotton; that on 
December 22d General Maury notified General Granger of his readi- 
ness to ship the cotton; that the 1,000 bales were received on the trans- 
port and receipted for by a U.S. officer on the 15th of January. The 
vessel being of insufficient capacity to bring the entire quantity, 170 
bales were left with the U. 8S. quartermaster of Fort Morgan for future 
shipment to New York. I have learned unofficially that the delay was 
caused by miscarriage of ordersand uncommonly tempestuous weather. 
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The 830 bales, after being put in good condition for market and due 
notice given, were sold at public auction on the 8th of February, 1865, 
and brought an average of 82 cents per pound and netted $331,789.66 ; 
$8,589.68 was paid as internal revenue. The 170 bales turned over to 
the quartermaster at Fort Morgan did not reach this city until the 8th 
of April, 1865, and, after being put in marketable condition and sold 
at public auction April 18, netted only $23,994.76—an average of 293 
cents per pound. The delay of the 170 bales for seventy-two days cost the 
prison fund $42,569.50. I feel assured that this detention was caused by 
some inefticient U. 8S. quartermaster on his own authority. All of the 
cotton reached this city in most wretched condition, and had to be 
repicked and rebaled before it could be offered for sale. Having only 
within a short time been able to bring personally the matter of the 
internal-revenue tax upon the cotton, amounting to $8,589.68, directly 
before the honorable Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. McCulloch, hi: 
promptly ordered it to be refunded, and on yesterday, 13th instant, ic 
was received and paid to the contractors who furnished clothing. 

On entering upon my duties it was my wish and intention to furnish 
you provisions, at least sugar and coffee, as well as clothing and blan- 
kets. Upon calculation I found that it would require $1,200 per day to 
supply the small ration of sugar and coffee, and it could not therefore 
be done for want of funds. The very severe winter made the demand 
for clothing the most important. Attached hereto is a list of the prisons 
and number of prisoners confined therein at the time I entered upon 
the discharge of my duties. (See List A.) It will be observed that to 
the prisons where but a small number were confined I sent no supplies. 
Such prisons were, as a general thing, used merely for the temporary 
detention of prisoners, they being speedily transferred to larger stations. 
Among the 2,259 boxes of provisions, clothing, and tobacco that arrived 
from the South there were a number for the officers, prisoners of war, 
at Hilton Head, Morris Island, and Fort Pulaski; but learning officially 
that these officers had been ordered on exchange I had the boxes dis- 

_tributed among the remaining prisoners. After this was done I learned 
that those officers had been returned to Fort Delaware. During the 
performance of my duties, which occupied my entire time and attention 
for several months, I received from the U. S. officers with whom I had 
business intercourse great courtesy and every assistance. To the 
quartermaster’s department in this city great credit is due for the 
prompt and correct transportation of supplies, as shown by the receipts 
in my possession from the Confederate prisoners who distributed the 
supplies at the several prisons. The charge has been made that I 
“gave contracts to Union men.” In reply I have but to say that I 
looked upon my duties and obligations as too sacred to admit of my 
consulting anything save the interest of the prisoners. I gave con- » 
tracts where I'thought the best results could be obtained without ref- 
erence to political opinion. To Messrs. Duncan, Sherman & Co., 
bankers, I gave the control of the cotton, and to their most excellent 
management you are indebted for receiving the highest market price 
for the cotton. Especial thanks are due them, as their services were 
given without gee , ey ar nisms 

Newspapers will confer a great favor by copying the above. 

ie i a WM. N. R. BEALL, 
Late Brigadier-General, O. 8. Army. 
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List A. 
a ne Rea a ae ee ne Taos Th ea aaa Ma Eid ase 
2 E 
Ay &, 
ears 3s 
Name of prison. pas) 8 2 2 
28 4 a p 2 e 3 3 eke 
Eee itn Theda «aid trie at ata neat 
4 2 s) a a A BR Qe 
Blmirat Ni Wi 22 N 02. -| 8,143 | 1,948] 2,575 | 2,810 | 2,394} 2,830) 3,758 | 2,320 307 
Peint Lookout, Md.....--.. ‘"| 10,140 | 3,148 | 3,637 | 3,587| 3,818| 1,500] 2,688] 4,380 171 
Fort Delaware, Del....--.... 6, 2,850 | 1,874 | 3,141 | 2,260] 2,947 | 3,992) 2,475 | 821 
Fort Lafayette, N. Y ........ 133 20 35 27 80 40 50 41 


Camp Chase, Columbus,Ohio| 5,819 | 2,484 | 1,760 | 2,340} 2,280] 1,800 | 2,604} 2,600 58 
Gai Dowie’ Chicago, Ill..| 8,331 | 1,984] 2,764} 2,740 | 3,530] 2,044] 2,200] 38,650 21 


Morton} Indes. . 22. = -=3 4, 626 1,500 | 1,580} 1,585} 1,730} 1,600 1, 460 1, 810 12 
Rov idond aS Se se 5, 819 1,580 | 1,750 1,885 | 2,760 1,400} 1, 700 1, 900 45 
Fort McHenry, Baltimore ... 281 114 117 260 | 235.010 350 360 170 12 
West’s Buildings Hospital, 243 50 60 146 100 150 50 115 2 
Baltimore. 
Fort Warren, Boston Harbor. 219 70 50 105 207 111 160 162 15 
Alton Ul. cess Fetes a 1, 393 400 800 820 790 777 670 800 22 
Lincoln General Hospital, SLM netscceelclestenian 11 19 23 19 144 Sa 
Washington. 


Johnson’s Island, Ohio ....-- 

Governor's Island, N. Y ..... 

Nashville, Tenn............- 

Prison in New York City.... 

Fort'Piekens 520. AS 

General Hospital, Alexan- 
dria, Va. 

General Hospital, Hammond, 
Washington. « 
General Hospital, Memphis, 

Tenn. 
Hospital, Beaufort, 8. C.....-. 
Hospital, Lexington, Ky...-.. 
Hospital, Wheeling, W. Va.. 
Hospital, Old Capitol... 
Hospital, Louisville ......... 
Barracks, Cincinnati, Ohio... 
Little Rock, Ark ............ 
Gratiot Street Prison, Saint 

Louis. ; 
New Orleans.............--. : a 


Totales 56, 687 | 17,199 | 18, 872 | 21, 669 | 21, 809 | 16, 614 | 21,187 | 22,509 | 2, 218 


Wak DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTICE, 
September 16, 1865. 
The SECRETARY OF WAR FOR THE PRESIDENT: 


In the case of Edward A. Swain, lately a midshipman in the rebel 
Navy and now in confinement at San Francisco, Cal., under sentence of 
a military commission, an application for pardon being referred to this 
Bureau, it is reported to the Secretary of War for the President, on 
the 6th of September, instaut, that the record of the prisoner’s trial had 
not reached its files, but that from a general order of Major-General 
McDowell, in which the proceedings of the military commission before 
which he was tried were fully reviewed, it appeared that the prisoner, 
with certain associates, had been convicted of an atrocious crime, for 
the guilt of which the brief imprisonment to which they had been 
subjected could not, in the opinion of this office, be considered an 
expiation, and that in the absence of the record no just reason was 
found for disturbing the execution of their sentence. The record of 
the trial is now at hand. It appears from it that the prisoner, with 
T. E. Hogg, John S. Hiddle, W. L. Black, T. J. Grady, R. B. Lyon, and 
Joseph Higgin, was found guilty by a military commission convened in 
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the city of San Francisco, Cal., 22d May; 1865, “of violation of the 
laws and usages of war.” 

Specification.—In this, that they, the said T, E. Ho At i Ses 
W.L. lack, T. J. Grady, R. Bee ean and Joseph His home culloted Salen: 
commissioned, or nai a Pe by the Government of the so-called Confederate States, 
at war with the United States, did, on or about the 10th November, 1864, come-on 
board the U. 8S. merchant steamer Salvador, then lying in the friendly port of 
Panama, New Granada, in the guise of aerayer teh passengers, without any visible 
mark or insignia indicating their true character as enemies, and did so enter on 
board of said steamer, secretly armed and provided with manacles, with the intent, 
purpose, and object of treacherously rising on the master, crew, and unsuspecting 
passengers of said steamer, when she had reached the high seas, and capturing her 
and the property aboard, and of converting her into a cruiser to prey on the com- 
merce of the citizens of the United States. 

The prisoners were severally sentenced to be hung by the neck until 
dead. The proceedings and findings of the court, with certain qualifi- 
cations and exceptions which need not be enumerated in this report, 
were approved by Major-General McDowell, commanding Department 
of the Pacific, and the sentence of death mitigated to confinement in 
the State penitentiary at San Quentin, Cal., as follows: T. E. Hogg, 
the leader, for the term of his natural life, and each of the other pris- 
oners enumerated for the term of ten years. The proof is that a few 
days before the 10th of November, 1864, Acting Rear-Admiral George 
F. Pearson, ef the U. 8S. Navy, commanding the Pacific Squadron, being 
on board his flag-ship, the Lancaster, lying in the Bay of Panama, was 
called on by Captain Douglass, commanding the American packet steamer 
Salvador, then also lying in the said bay, who informed him that a num- 
ber of passengers whom he considered dangerous would probably come 
on board his ship, to sail on the 10th of November, and requested that 
a sufficient force be sent on board to protect the ship, his passengers, 
and himself from harm, while he should examine the luggage of the pas- 
sengers, in which he expected to find implements of war. Admiral 
Pearson complied with this request by sending on board the Salvador 
on said 10th of November, at a concerted signal, Commander Daven- 
port, of the Lancaster, with an adequate force of armed sailors and 
marines, who took possession of the Salvador, got her immediately 
under way, and stood down the bay, following the Lancaster, which 
ship had weighed anchor and stood out in charge of the admiral. In 
the meantime the search of baggage, as well as the persons of a por- 
tion of the passengers, had been commenced, and in that which was 
identified as belonging to these prisoners were found numerous pistols 
with ammunition, about two dozen pairs of shackles, or handcuffs, and 
numerous papers, showing their connection with the rebel naval serv- 
ice. Among them was a letter of instructions from 8S. R. Mallory, 
styling himself ‘Secretary of the Confederate Navy,” to Acting Master 
Thomas E. Hogg, of that Navy, containing directions in detail for the 
seizure of the Salvador, or her consort, the Gaulemarela, without fail, 
and her conversion into an armed rover under the rebel flag, to prey on 
the commerce of the United States in the Pacific Ocean in concert with 
the Alabama, and to communicate with the captain of that vessel, 
Semmes, at the earliest moment possible. Charts of portions of the 
Pacific Ocean and coasts were also found; three Confederate flags and 
a crew list, from which it appears that Swain, the present applicant 
for pardon, was an acting master’s mate in the service and was to have 
been executive officer, or second in command of the prize. It may be 
proper to remark in this connection that it was shown at the trial 
that the preparations for the seizure and conversion of the Salvador or 
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her consort had been in progress for many months; that two or more 
rifled cannon, to be mounted on her, with small-arms and ammunition 
for her equipment, had, in disguised packages, been shipped up the— 
coast; her officers and crew, detailed and in different squads or divis- 

ions, were, under various pretexts, hovering near, waiting to concen- 
trate and meet the ship at some concerted time and place. 

On reaching the mouth of the bay, about 100 miles from Panama, the 
prisoners were formally arrested and transferred to the Lancaster, in 
which ship they remained until sent by the steamer Saginaw to San 
Francisco for trial. The proof of the charge specified against the pris- 
oners was perfectly conclusive. The most important document pre- 
sented in evidence was the letter of Mr. S. R. Mallory, styling himself 
“Secretary of the Confederate Navy.” Its genuineness was proved 
and subsequently admitted by the prisoners, who, so far from denying 
their purpose and intent to follow its instructions by capturing the 
Salvador without fail at whatever cost of blood and suffering to the 
unarmed and peaceful officers and crew of this merchant ship or to 
their unsuspecting fellow-passengers, seemed rather to glory in that 
purpose as entitling them to share the honors of that indomitablelittle 
Confederate Navy, which, as they boasted in their defense before the 
court, “had swept the ocean, lit battle fires in many a sea, and 
illumined the darkness of night with many a burning wreck.” Noth- 
ing could more fully disclose the animus of these men than this vain- 
glorious boasting of what they style, “the whole fearful and tragic 
scene,” mainly enacted by the Alabama and the Shenandoah in robbing 
and burning whole fleets of defenseless fishing vessels without firing a 
gun or incurring the smallest risk of ‘‘tragic” consequences to them- 
selves; a work of heartless plunder and destruction which, aside from 
its guilt, should cover every one engaged in it with shame, and at which 
every sentiment of honor and manhood revolts with scorn. 

It was contended by the accused, in their defense before the court, . 
that the act charged against them as a crime, even had it been carried 
fully into execution, “‘ was a stratagem in war, perfectly allowable under 
the laws and usages of war,” which they, as recognized belligerents, 
had a right to execute, but that, admitting the criminality of the act, 
if it had been executed, it having been frustrated, and having existed 
only in intention, the law allowed them a locus penitentice (place or 
time for. repentance), and as they had committed no overt act, they 
were not properly chargeable with any crime. It was clearly shown 
by Major-General McDowell in his review of the case in General Orders, 
No 52, promulgating the findings and sentence of the court, that these 
positions were untenable; that the laws and usages of war allowed no 
other stratagems than such as were ‘‘ without perfidy and consistent 
with good faith;” whereas these prisoners treacherously entered upon 
the Salvador as peaceful passengers, under the implied pledge that 
they would conduct themselves as such,and not as enemies. Their 
action in this was perfidious and in violation of good faith. Their 
guilty enterprise had been many months in preparation, had involved 
long voyages and various arrangements at places distant- from each 
other, during all which they had opportunity for repentance and the 
relinquishment of their guilty purpose. But when in pursuit of that 
purpose, with arms and manacles concealed in their baggage and on 
their persons, they entered on the Salvador for its consummation, the 
locus penitentie had ceased to exist, and it was too late for them to 
claim its benefits. 

This office is of the opinion that the charge, as specified, is fully sus- 
tained by the testimony, and that, in view of the fearful consequences 
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that might have resulted from their crime, the findings and sentence of 
the commission were completely warranted, on the ground that— 

Both the statute and common law. measure punishment to a great extent by the 
consequences that have flown, rather than by those which might have flown, from 
the crime committed; that an attempt to commit a crime, accompanied with fail- 
ure, is not punished with the same severity as an attempt that succeeds, and that 
the prisoners utterly failed; in view, too, that punishment for the violation of the 
laws of war has especial reference to the future conduct of the belligerent party to 


which the violators belong, and as under present circumstances such party is unable 
to do further harm. 


The sentence of death was mitigated by Major-General McDowell, 
commanding, as follows: 

To confinement in the State penitentiary at San Quentin, Cal., T. E. Hogg, the 
leader, for the term of his natural life, and E. A. Swain, John 8. Hiddle, W. L. 
Black, T. J. Grady, R. B. Lyon, and Joseph Higgin, each for the term of ten years. 

The application now pending for the pardon of Edward A. Swain 
was evidently prepared under an impression on the part of the peti- 
tioners that he had been tried for piracy and was under sentence of 
death. They urge their petition in his behalf mainly on the ground of 
his youth and his unexceptional character as a mere stripling prior to 
the war. It appears, however, from their admission, that he was not 
conscripted or forced into the rebel military service, but entered it 
voluntarily. It appears from documentary evidence produced at the 
trial, as already shown, that he was detailed as executive officer, or 
second in command on board the prospective prize of these prisoners, 
the Salvador, when she should become a Confederate rover. His 
appointment to such a position (understood to be the most influential 
and responsible in an armed ship) implies full maturity of age and 
experience. After a careful review of the whole case as exhibited in 
the record this office remains of the opinion that no just ground is 
presented for the pardon of this prisoner or for a further mitigation 
of his sentence. It believes, as already intimated, that the sentence 
of death pronounced against these offenders was fully warranted by 
the testimony; that in view of all the circumstances which attended 
their guilty enterprise and of the bloody and destructive consequences 
which it threatened, it was a remarkable exercise of clemency on the 
part of the reviewing oflicer to commute the punishment of these men 
toimprisonment only. The few months’ confinement to which they 
have been subjected cannot be viewed as an approximation even to a just 
expiation of their crime; aud to pardon them now or further mitigate 
their’ punishment would seem to manifest indifference or indulgence 
toward one of the most perfidious, cowardly, and atrocious crimes 

‘that marked the progress of the rebellion. 
- J. HOLT, 
Judge-Advocate- General. 


SEPTEMBER 22, 1865. 
Col. N. P. Co1pmMAn, U. 8. Army, 
Judge-Advocate, Military Commission: 

DEAR Siz: Agreeable to our understanding, I have prepared the 
following statement in relation to the Confederate prisons, &c.: 

During the years 1862 and 1863, being in Richmond, Va., and in the 
employ of the Confederate Government, I became acquainted with 
Henry Wirz. He was an assistant keeper of the military prisons, situ- 
ated on Cary and Main streets, Richmond. He attended alternately 
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those prisons. He was an extremely profane man and very strict in 
the discharge of his duties, oftentimes severe toward prisoners. While 
I was at Andersonville attending to business with General Winder I 
there heard of his inhumanity toward Federal prisoners, but saw none 
of it myself at this place. I was inclined to the belief that he was 
spoken of in this connection more for the purpose of bolstering him as 
being a good officer than anything else. As well as I can recollect, I 
was at Camp Lawton Prison, near Millen, Ga., in September, 1864. 
While I was there orders were received to select a number of the sick 
prisoners to be exchanged. I heard many of the sick complain that 
sach of the prisoners, sick or not, who had money could have their names 
put upon the list for exchange, to the exclusiou of the more afflicted who 
had not money to bribe the officers with that had the making of the 
selections for exchange, so that many of the sick who would have other- 
wise been exchanged aad living were left in prison to suffer and die. 
Upon my making inquiry relative to their complaints I found that it 
was true and reported the same to General Winder, under whom I was 
acting. He at once instituted means to recover from the officers of the 
prison the moneys they had thus obtained. When making my inquiries 
into the matter the prisoners would refuse to testify to having given 
it. Notwithstanding, 1 found means to establish the truth of the com- 
plaints, and General Winder succeeded in recovering a portion of the 
money from the officials in whose possession it was. I visited the prison 
at Florence, S. C., in the latter part of the year 1864, and fore part of 
1865, and while there heard a general complaint from the prisoners of 
the bad treatment they received, and of their being robbed of their 
moneys and jewelry. On making inquiry iuto the nature of their com- 
plaints I found that upon the prisoners being received into the prison 
it was the practice of those in charge of the prison to take from them 
their moneys and other valuables, and from such as they got small 
amounts they would give receipts to, but to those from whom they 
obtained large amounts no receipts were given. The same practice 
prevailed here as at the other prison in relation to the selection of the 
sick to be exchanged. They were on leaving the prison refused the 
moneys and other valuables which had been taken from them, upon the 
plea that the officer having them in charge was absent and that they 
were not responsible. The treatment in other respects at this prison 
was of a similar character to the others. Some of the officers having 
charge of the prisons I had visited I found to be extremely corrupt 
and were constantly practicing toward the prisoners such treatment as 
did not come within the range of their duties, thereby causing death 
and suffering among them. 
Respectfully, yours, &c., 
: PH. CASHMYER. 


HpqQrs. MILITARY DIstRICT OF FoRT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., September 23, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report the prisoners Olay and Mitchel 
as being well. Davis has still some indications of having erysipelas in 
the face. Since reporting the room ready in Carroll Hall for the con- 
finement of Davis I have received no answer as to when he should be 
moved, nor to my recommendation that if the prisoners were to be con- 
fined at this place any length of time they all be confined in Carroll 
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Hall. The recommendation was based on the surgeon’s report that the 
casemates were unhealthy for persons affected with asthma, like the 
prisoners. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Brevet Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, September 25, 1865. 
Bvt. Lieut. Col. L. H. PELovznE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D. C.: 


Srr: The Secretary of War directs that you repair to Fort Monroe, 
Va., and critically inspect the prison room in Carroll Hall lately fitted 
up for Jefferson Davis, to ascertain whether it is secure and appropri- 
ate. You will also ascertain whether other rooms can be fitted up in 
the same building for two more prisoners now in the casemates, should 
it be deemed best to move them. If the room prepared for Davis is 
found suitable you will direct General Miles, in the Secretary’s name, 
to transfer him to it from his present quarters in the casemates. Hav- 
ing accomplished the above objects, you will return and resume your ° 
duties in this Department and report the result of your inspection. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE GULF, 
New Orleans, September 28, 1865. 
Hon. E. M. StTanron, Secretary of War: 

Doctor Gwin and ex-rebel Senator Clark, of Missouri, returned to San 
Antonio, Tex., and were sent by Geueral Merritt to report to me, reach- 
ing here last night. Ex-Senator Clark went to Mexico with E. Kirby 
Smith. Gwin has been absent from the country fora long time. I 
respectfully ask for orders from you in reference to them. They are 
not in close confinement. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 


Major-General. 


Fort MONROE, VA., September 28, 1865. 
Bvt. Maj.Gen. NELSON A. MILES, 
Commanding Military District of Fort Monroe: 
GENERAL: The Secretary of War directs that Jefferson Davis be 
transferred from his present quarters in the casemates of this fort to 
the prison room in Carroll Hall lately fitted up for his reception. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant 
Bais pit By L. H. PELOUZE, 


Asst. Adjt. Gen., Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel, U. 8. Army. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., September 29, 1865. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, U. 8S. Army: 
GENERAL: In compliance with the foregoing instructions* I have the 
honor to report that [ have made the required inspection, and regard 


* See third, ante. 
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the room in Carroll Hall, Fort Monroe, Va., lately fitted up for Jeffer- 
son Davis, as secure and appropriate for his reception, and have 
directed his transfer thereto by an order of which the inclosed is a copy.* 

I also report that other rooms in the same building can be fitted up 
for two other prisoners now in the casemates of Fort Monroe, should 
it be deemed best to move them. ; 

A description of Carroll Hall and the prison room with the reasons 
for regarding the prison secure and appropriate is made an appendix 
to this report. : 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. H. PELOUZE, 
Asst, Adjt. Gen., Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel, U. S. Army. 


Appendix. 


Carroll Hall is the name given to the officers’ quarters in Fort 
Monroe, Va., and is situated at the salient bastion of fronts 6 and 7. 
(See sketch marked A.) f 

The building is a two story with attic; its walls are of brick, 1 foot 9 
inches in thickness; a piazza 10 feet wide extends the entire front of 
the second floor. It has a front of about 165 feet, a depth of 45 feet, 
and is entered by halls on the first floor at distances of about 45 feet 
from each end of building. 

The height of rooms on the first floor is 11 feet, the thickness of 
second floor is 14 inches, and the height from second floor to ceiling is 
12 feet 4inches. (See sketch B.) 

Sketch B is a plan of the second floor of Carroll Hall. A plan of the 
first floor does not differ materially from it. 

A hall 6 feet 10 inches wide runs through the center of this building 
almost its entire length and separates the front from the rear sets of 
quarters. The room fitted up as a prison is at the extreme south end 
of Carroll Hall, on the second floor, and faces the interior of the fort. 
Its dimensions are 16 feet 6 inches in width, 15 feet in depth, and 12 
feet 4 inches in height. The window of this room (see P in sketch B) 
is 4 feet wide, and is secured by seven upright iron bars, round, three- 
fourths of an inch in diameter, placed at equal distances apart. These 
run through six horizontal bars of iron, the lowest 8 inches from the 
floor and the upper one 8 inches from the top, the others at equal 
distances apart. 

These bars are fastened by heavy screws to the casings of the 
windows, and the heads of the screws are cut off. 

The doors (see KR and T in sketch B and also sketch C) are made of 
heavy oak and iron combined, as shown in sketch. The door window 
closes outside the bars (see P) without obstructing the view of the sen- 
tinel stationed thereat. The door leading into the hall (see R) when 
inspected could be opened with a key, but there being no use for it as 
a door, it is being permanently bolted, and a door with a sash of glass 
in the upper half will be placed on the hall side of these bars, which 
cau be opened or closed as ventilation or temperature may require, and 
which will not interfere with the view of the sentinel posted at the 
same. The door leading into the adjoining room, intended as guard- 
room (see T), will be the only one used for ingress and egress. Matting 
ig to cover the. hall and guard-room floors, which will prevent much 
noise, and will make more audible any movement in the prison room. 
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*See next, ante. 
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A. 


Showing position of the officers’ quarters at the salient bastions of fronts 
6 and 7 of Fort Monroe. September 10, 1865. 


Front No. 6. 


Officers’ quarters. 


One sentinel 
Scale. 
oO S50 100 200 Feet. 
Front No, 7 
Bridge. Main Entrance. 
N 
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Plan of the second floor of the officers’ quarters at the salient bastion of 
fronts 6 and 7 of Fort Monroe. 


Scale. 
6 


Guard room. fall. 


Sentinel, 


Piazza.. 


Jo’ 
Partition. 


$72. 


A short bridge and stairway has been erected, connecting the end of 
piazza in front of prison room with the ramparts, enabling the prisoner 
to reach them for outdoor exercise without descending the stairs. 

The piazza is partitioned forty-five feet from the south extremity, 
which will give the prisoner this distance for exercise during inclement 
weather. 

The prison room is well ventilated, well lighted, and is in that end 
of Carro]l Hall the least exposed to cold winds. In it is a grate for 
coal, which ought to keep a proper degree of warmth during cold 
weather. : 

The room marked in the sketch, Y, on the second floor and the room 
on the first floor under that marked X in the sketch could be made 
secure for the reception of other prisoners. Other rooms could be so 
prepared, but I designate these, for the reason that this end of the 
building could be shut off by a barricade in the hall, not interfering 
with the rest of the building for officers’ quarters; besides this the 
guards would be concentrated instead of scattered, and, if necessary, 
their number diminished. 

I designate these two rooms of the eight in prison end for the reason 
that the prisoners would be the most distant from each other, and it 
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might not ‘be prudent to put one prisoner in a room over which there 
was another. 
Respectfully submitted. 
L. H. PELOUZE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, September 29, 1865. 


Major-General SHERIDAN, New Orleans, La.: 


Your telegram of yesterday’s date to the Secretary of War in rela- 
tion to the rebel Doctor Gwin and the person called ex-Governor Clark, 
of Missouri, has been submitted to the President for his instructions. 
The President orders that immediately on receipt of this telegram you 
cause Gwin and Ulark, and any other persons who may have come 
within our military lines with them, to be arrested and imprisoned in 
close custody in Fort Jackson, or any other secure fort or military prison, 
in strict confinement until further order. You will acknowledge the 
receipt of this telegram and report your action under it. 

By order of the President: 

EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE GULF, 


New Orleans, La., September 29, 1865. 
Hon. EDWIN M. STANTON, 


Secretary of War, Washington, D. C.: 

I am afraid I was not sufficiently explicit in my telegram of yesterday 
about Doctor Gwin. I mean the Doctor Gwin who is or has been called 
the Duke of Sonora. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Wark DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, September 29, 1865. 
Major-General SHERIDAN, Commanding, &c., New Orleans: 
Your telegram was understood to relate to Gwin, the Duke of Sonora, 
and he is the person the President directs you to arrest and imprison 
in close confinement at Fort Jackson, or some other secure fort or mil- 


itary prison in your command. You will please acknowledge the order 
and report your action. 


By order of the President: 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE GULF, 
. New Orleans, La., October 1, 1865. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 
Your telegram of the 29th instant received. Doctor Gwin and Mr. 
Clark are both in close arrest and will be sent to Fort Jackson to-day. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 
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Hpaqrs. MiLiTary District or Fort Monrog, Va., 
October 2, 1865. 
General E. D. TownsEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, War Department: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to state that the prisoners Davis, Clay, 
and Mitchel [are] in good health. Davis was removed to his new quar- 
ters in Carroll Hall at 9 a.m. to-day. The same guard of one officer 
and ten sentinels are still kept over him. Inclosed is a copy of a letter 
from Clay to his wife. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Brevet Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 


Fort JACKSON, October 6, 1865. 
Major-General SHERIDAN: 


GENERAL: Not having had the pleasure of seeing you after I was 
restricted to my room before my departure from New Orleans, I beg to 
ask you, if you have not done so, to present my case to the authorities 
at Washington, with a request that 1 be released or paroled, and per- 
mitted to take the requisite oaths, &c., which I am willing to do if 
permitted. 

I am not aware of any act that subjects me to different treatment 
than any other member of the Confederate Congress, except having 
gone to Mexico. But when it is stated, which I can prove if permitted, 
that I did not enter Mexico to remain there, or to engage in the military 
or political affairs of that country in any way, but to merely pass 
through to California to provide a future residence for my family, then 
in Missouri, and whose residence they had been deprived of during the 
war, I hope it will be sufficient to exempt me from that suspicion that 
might otherwise attach to my movements. I beg further to state that 
I did not leave the United States until after the surrender was made 
and some time after all those military gentlemen had left, many of whom 
I never have seen in my life, nor have I any kind of understanding 
with them or personal knowledge of their movements or designs, nor 
never had. 

Your obedient servant, 
JOHN B. CLARK, 


[Indorsement. ] 
HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE GULF, 
New Orleans, La., October 11, 1865. 


Respectfully transmitted to the honorable the Secretary of War for 
his information, with the recommendation that Mr. Clark’s petition for 


release be granted. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Fort PULASKI, October 7, 1865. 
Maj. W. C. Manning, U. 8. Army: 

DEAR Sir: Having learned with regret that you are ordered to a 
new field of duty, we desire permission to express to you the high 
opinion we have formed of your merits as an officer and _ the satisfac- 
tion we have felt with your deportment as a gentleman. It is only just 
to you to say that during your administration of the military command 
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at this post you have exhibited abilities for command which are highly 
creditable, and in your treatment of the prisoners committed to your 
charge, while strictly enforcing and maintaining the regulations which 
your military duties required, your conduct has been tempered by a 
discretion, considerateness, and urbanity which has attracted our 
respect and deserves our thanks. It would have been to us a great 
satisfaction if, consistently with the public service, the commanding 
general could have permitted you still to remain in the command of this 
st. 
Tete yourself and the officers of your command we are indebted for 
many kindnesses, which have afforded some alleviation to our misfor- 
tunes, and for this we beg you to accept for yourself and them our 
respectful acknowledgments, and to do us the favor of communicating 
our feelings to them. 
Our best wishes follow you in your future career. 
With great respect, your obedient servants, , 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
0. 8. Secretary of War. 
J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 
G. A. TRENHOLM, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
H. W. MERCER, 
General, C. S. Army. 
A. G. MAGRATH, 
Governor of South Carolina. 
A. K. ALLISON, 
Governor of Florida. 
D. L. YULEE, 
Ex U. 8. Senator. 


HEADQUARTERS Fort LAFAYETTE, 
New York Harbor, October 8, 1865. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. M. BURKE, U.S. Army, 
Commanding Fort Lafayette, New York Harbor: 

Stz: I have the honor to submit the following inspection report of 
the condition of the prisoners of war at this station for the week ending 
October 8, 1865: 

Conduct—very good. Cleanliness—very good. Clothing—good. Bed- 
ding, iron bedsteads, blankets, and pillows—good. State of quar- 
ters—excellent. State of kitchen—prisoners are not allowed in kitchen; 
meals are sent to them. Food, quality of—excellent. Food, quantity 
of—soldiers’ rations, together with vegetables purchased from fund. 
Water—(Croton) excellent. Sinks—comfortable and cleanly. Police 
of grounds—excellent. Drainage—good. Police of hospital—no hos- 
pital at post. Attendance’of sick—Dr. O. W. Gibson, acting assistant 
surgeon, U.S. Army, once a day. Hospital diet—none at post. Gen- 
eral health of prisoners—good. Vigilance of guard—excellent; pris- 
oners are verified three times during the night by the officer of the day. 

Remarks and suggestions.—The number of prisoners at this post is 
nine—of war and state. They are allowed exercise in the parade ground 
from reveille until retreat. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ROBERT P. WILSON, 
Capt., Seventeenth U. 8. Infty., Actg. Post Adjt. and Insp. Officer. 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION AND CONFEDERATE. 763 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
e 


Washington, ‘ 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. N. A. MruEs, 2 hoy pe Bee ve 
Commanding, &c., Fortress Monroe, Va.: 
Str: You will please deliver the inclosed letter to Davis and report 
to this office accordingly. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, October 10, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. N. A. MIxEs, U. S. Volunteers, 
Commanding, &c., Fort Monroe, Old Point Comfort, Va.: 

Str: At the request of the honorable Secretary of State, you will 
inform Mr. Jefferson Davis that Messrs. CO. E. Hooker, T. J. Wharton, 
and F. Anderson, representing themselves as a committee appointed 
by the bar of the State of Mississippi, have, through the Department 
of State, offered their services, collectively and individually, as counsel 
for Mr. Davis in any trial which the Government may order in his case. 
Acknowledge receipt. 

Lam, sir, &c., EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. MILITARY DistTRIoT oF Fort MONROE, 
Fortress Monroe, Va., October 11, 1865. 


General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report the prisoners Davis, Clay, 
and Mitchel as being well, and to acknowledge receipt of General 
Court-Martial Orders, No. 268, Adjutant-General’s Office, current 
series, and your letters of the 9th and 10th instant referring, respec- 
tively, to delivering letter of the prisoner Davis, and informing him of 
Messrs. Hooker, Wharton, and Anderson tendering their services as 
his counsel. He desires permission to write these gentlemen, thanking 
them for their kindness. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Brevet Major-General, Commanding. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, October 11, 1865—4 p.m. 


The COMMANDANT OF FoRT PULASKI: 
The Secretary of War directs me to transmit to you the following 


executive order: 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE, October 11, 1865. 


Whereas, the following named persons, to wit: John A. Campbell, of Alabama; 
John H. Reagan, of Texas; Alexander H. Stephens, of Georgia; George A. Trenholm, 
of South Carolina, and Charles-Clark, of Mississippi, lately engaged in rebellion 
against the U. S. Government, who are now in close custody, have made their sub- 
mission to the authority of the United States and applied to the President for par- 
don under his proclamation; and whereas, the authority of the Federal Government 
is sufficiently restored in the aforesaid States to admit of the enlargement of said 
persons from close custody : ais } ; 

Tt is ordered, That they be released on giving their respective paroles to appear at 
such time and place as the President may desiguate, to answer any charge that he 
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may direct to be preferred against them, and also that they will respectively abide, 
until further orders, in the places herein designated, and not depart therefrom, to 
wit: John A. Campbell in the State of Alabama, John H. Reagan in the State of 
Toxas, Alexander H. Stephens in the State of Georgia, George A. Trenholm in the 
State of South Carolina, and Charles Clark in the State of Mississippi. And if the 
President should grant his pardon to any of.said persons, such person’s parole will 


be thereby discharged. 
meek SOU e ANDREW JOHNSON. 


The Secretary further directs that upon their giving their respective 
paroles, as prescribed in said order, you release the persons in your cus- 
tody therein mentioned and give them transportation to the places they 
may designate in accordance with their parole. 

BE. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


(Same to commandant of Fort Warren, Boston Harbor.) 


RICHMOND, October 12, 1865. 
[Col. N. P. Corpman, U.S. Army:| 


Siz: In compliance with your desire that I would make a statement 
of such information as I could furnish relative to the treatment of 
Union prisoners confined in the Southern States during the war, I have 
the honor of presenting the following, which if not as full in detail as 
may be necessary will be made so upon your intimating what place or 
person you desire further information about: 

Libby Prison, Maj. Thomas P. Turner, commandant; Captain Warner, 
commissary; Lieuts. George Emack, Latouche, Bossieux, attachés, 
also Dick Turner. The condition of the prisoners was better than at 
any of the other prisons, excepting the period when so many were 
crowded on Belle Isle, which was attached to the same command. At 
Belle Isle the prisoners suffered intensely from cold, there being insuffi- 
cient shelter for the immense number confined within such narrow 
limits. This shelter could readily have been obtained, as was displayed 
by the ease with which extensive hospitals were erected around Rich- 
mond. - The prison discipline was strict; the commissary supplies the 
same as those furnished to the Confederate soldiers. Captain Warner 
at one time complained of his inability to obtain sufficient stores from 
the Commissary-General, Colonel Northrop. The Secretary of War, 
General Randolph, immediately directed the purchase of whatever was 
needed from the Richmond merchants till the Department was prepared 
to resume the issue of supplies. The only prison officials of whom I 
heard complaint were Lieutenant Emack and Dick Turner, the former 
for harsh and tyrannical display of authority; the latter for the same 
severity in a greater degree. Prisoners whom, after leaving Richmond, 
I met in other prisons, charge Turner with robbery in addition to his 
inhumanity. 

Castle Godwin, a military prison used for the confinement of civilians 
and military prisoners (Confederates), was instituted in 1862, at the 
declaration of martial law in this city. The Hon. J. M. Botts, Messrs. 
Stearns, Palmer, Higgins, Wardwell, and other prominent Union citi- 
zens of this city and the State of North Carolina, were here confined. 
Their treatment was characterized by much severity from the author- 
ities. All of them for weeks and many of them for months during their 
entire confinement were deprived of all communication with their fam- 
ilies or friends excepting by letter. Captain Godwin, the provost- 
marshal, was extremely severe toward these prisoners. Capt. G. W. 
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Alexander, assistant provost-marshal and commandant of the prison, 
in which office he continued for two years, during which it was moved 
to another building, where he gave it the appropriate name of Castle 
Thunder, was an officer whose only virtue was that of being a severe 
disciplinarian. He prostituted his authority to the arrest of all persons, 
Union or otherwise, whom he or his underlings could entrap into any 
expression of sentiment against those in authority or evasion of mili- 
tary law. This he made the process of a system of robbery, confisca- 
tion, and blackmail that would at this day require strong evidence to 
believe could have been practiced with such impunity. As a prison 
commandant he was harsh, inhuman, tyrannical, and dishonest in every 
possible way he could practice these vices. 

Salisbury Prison, N. C., contained within its limits about fifteen 
acres. The shelter consisted of one large and some small buildings, 
with the addition of an insufficient number of tents, which in cold 
weather induced those confined to burrow in the earth. Several hun- 
dred Union (citizen) prisoners were confined here during the year 1862, 
very any of whom died. Colonel Godwin, former provost-marshal of 
Richmond, was in command during the period these prisoners were 
confined. His treatment of them was unkind and severe. I am 
acquainted with the affairs of this prison only during the period he 
(Colonel Godwin) was in command. 

Camp Oglethorpe Prison, Macon, Ga., Colonel Gibbs commandant, 
was used during the year 1864 for the confinement of officers, of whom 
it contained between 1,600 and 1,900. The shelter consisted of a large 
building used as a hospital, and sheds for the healthier prisoners. 
There was uo complaint of insufficiency of food here, the officers being 
well supplied with funds and purchasing what they pleased. There 
was no ill-treatment; the only case was that of an officer who while 
bathing crossed the dead-line and was shot at and killed by a sentinel. 
Colonel Gibbs put the man under arrest, but I never learned his fate, 
the prison being removed at the approach of General Stoneman’s 
troops. The prisoners from Andersonville and Macon, on the approach 
of the U.S. armies, were brought to Savannah, where they suffered 
much from exposure and the failure to prepare for their reception, 
many dying in the cars on the route. For a week after their arrival 
they had no shelter, being surrounded by guards in the open fields, 
very many dying in consequence. They were well supplied with pro- 
visions at this place. From Savannah they were moved to Camp 
Lawton, Millen, Ga., Captain Vowles commandant. The prisoners had 
an abundant supply of wood, water, and provisions, but no shelter, in 
consequence of which the fatality was very great. The only instance of 
improper treatment I heard of here was that when an exchange of sick 
prisoners was agreed upon Captain Vowles was said to have placed 
the names of such persons as paid for the favor on the list of those who 
were to be immediately forwarded to Savannah for exchange to the 
exclusion of some of the sick, who complained bitterly of it. Upon 
hearing of it General Winder instituted inquiry, but the evidence of 
prisoners not being acceptable, the charge was not sustained, although 
$60 paid by a prisoner was recovered. from a clerk in Captain Vowles’ 
ofiice. The suspicion was so great against this officer that General 
Winder declared he should have no such command in the future. 

Upon the evacuation of Millen the prisoners were removed to Florence, 
S. C., Colonel Iverson commandant. This prison was an inclosure of 
twenty-four acres, eight of them a swamp, through which prisoners had 
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to pass to obtain water or going to the sinks, which caused an increase 
of disease and suffering among them. There were between 7,000 and 
10,000 men confined here, among whom the fatality was said to have 
been fully as great in proportion as it had been at Andersonville. At 
one period there were 1,(\00 reported sick. The prisoners complained 
greatly of the harsh and brutal treatment they received from Captain 
Barrett and Lieutenant Wilson, who had charge of the interior of the 
prison. They charged these officers with cruel and undeserved pupish- 
ments, such as lengthened confinement upon bread and water in the 
guard-house for trivial offenses. Some deaths were reported as the 
result of their brutality. Lieutenant Cheatham, adjutant, &c., had 
charge of the searching of the prisoners at their reception, performing 
this often indecently ; was charged with often refusing a receipt for 
any sums he took from the men excepting small ones, thereby causing 
the loss of money due many of the prisoners at their departure, at which 
time Lieutenant Cheatham was absent upon a furlough for thirty days. 
Colonel Iverson declared, in reply to the indignant demands of the 
losers, that Lieutenant Cheatham alone was responsible. The prisoners 
made a report of the above facts to and appealed to General Winder for 
protection, which application I forwarded to him. He thereupon came 
to Florence, on the route declaring his determination, if he found the 
statement true, to remove and punish the parties complained of, and 
bringing other officers with whom to fill their places. Unfortunately, 
just as he reached my tent with his staff he was attacked with disease 
of the heart and died instantly. 

lleft Florence immediately after this, having charge of the body of 
General Winder, since which time I have had no connection or commu- 
nication with the Confederate prisons. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. CASHMYER. 


NEW ORLEANS, October 13, 1865. 
His Excellency A. JOHNSON, President: 

J. B. Hood, late general in the rebel Army, is desirous of a personal 
interview with Mr. Davis to get at some military information in con- 
nection with his military career. He has made a full statement to me 
of his object, which would require an interview of a few minutes. May 
I respectfully ask your permission for this interview? He has made 
his application for pardon. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, October 13, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. N. A. MILEs, U. S. Volunteers, 
Commanding, &c., Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Siz: You will please inform Mr, Davis that his thanks to the gentle- 
men who have offered their services as counsel, to wit, Messrs. ©. EB. 
Hooker, T. J. Wharton, and F. Anderson, will be communicated to 
them by the State Department. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS DisTRICL OF Fort MoNnROog, 
October 16, 1865. 
General E. D. TowNsEND, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., War Department, Washington, D. O.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report the prisoners Davis, Clay, and 
Mitchel to be well to-day. The quarters in Carroll Hall for Clay and 
Mitchel will be completed to-morrow. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Brevet Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


[Indorsement ] 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, October 18, 1865. 
Shown to the Secretary of War, who directs the transfer of Clay and 
Mitchel to Carroll Hall. 
EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
October 18, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. N. A. MILEs, U.S. Voluuteers, 
Commanding, &c., Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Srr: Your report of the 16th instant has been received. The Secre- 
tary of War directs that the prisoners Clay and Mitchel be transferred 
to the new quarters prepared for them in Carroll Hall. 

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, October 18, 1865—11 a. m. 
Major-General SHERIDAN, Commanding, &c., New Orleans: 
The President declines to permit General Hood to visit Jefferson 
Davis, and directs you to be notified of his decision in answer to your 


telegram. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 


Secretary of War. 


WASHINGTON, D. ©., October 19, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. A. B. EATON, 
Commissary-General of Subsistence, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: In reply to your inquiries in regard to the prison fund 
made from the savings of rations, I have the honor to inform you that 
the credit to the fund on the books of the Subsistence Department at the 
closing of the several military prisons amounted to the following sums, 
all of which has been transferred to the Subsistence Department, viz: 


8, 12 


Newport News ...22--22- 22222 ees <tc tas acl ee eaten ees emc ones $26, 464. 63 
Point TeGOk OL asst oh cements Paces ose tec stones secre e neces cogs 544, 556. 31 
Point Lookout Hospital.........---.----+--+------- +--+ 0+---2 222-22 -e-- 25, 845. 49 
PAN COs tee = coe cree ee ae ears er Bae iene se en aria ice e == 33, 583. 34 
Camp Douglas ....-.--.-------- ------- +--+ +222 2-22 eer eee ee cree 181, 739. 96 
Hart’s Island ......------.----.------ 2-22 2-22 2-22 eee ee eee eee eee eee 21, 237. 81 


Hart’s Island Hospital .....----..----- -----+ e222 see e ee ee eee tenes 
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Saint Joseph, Mo... 222+. -222c--c2- case soe rete ne nes 82 see erm ns $2, 019. 80 
Ship sland Hise eee see Pe ae oe tne 0 AE ele cle et te meets 19, 983. 23 
Johnson's Jsland 2-2-1... bees. -Rclsa2 se 2S iecete - ae -Fee eo a see 107, 937. 27 
Johnson’s Island Hospital........-.---.------------+-------+-+---+-+-- 1, 189. 30 
ouisvillotc, st. o te tee iene nee coe as oe eer eee ek re 1, 915. 98 
Camp Morton 5205.5 Ss ISr eben eS one Soe tae. Sashes ss eee ees 149, yor 03 
Camp Morton Hospital.........--...----.-----2 eee eee ee ee eee eee 6, 269. 89 
Rock-Jsland: 4... ces iecukh.d- Je cesie ee oe beborreaa ca tee Bent ae ees cae 174, 127.17 


Rock Island Hospital - 
ee SSSA) SE MBURcneT OC a hart acaan Sse Biagig Sa Soe Gana uieTe 
‘am p!/Chaselsbascs Aen one tsnceee cscs oe 
Camp Chase Hospital. 22.22. 02. .. 250222 sees seeds Nae es se see esas ee 5, 800. 77 
NewiOrleans?s2c6 «Secs sete hee, -. «oto SEER = 4 eae eet ee ee 6 
Wheeling > -25. 256 diacen oot hl. he eins 6) ceab ly aita 2, 023. 65 
ROL SCOttir. ec eee ae eee see anes came eee ere 253. 65 
Fort Leavenworth: os2 sot rt a te oe eters Cuvee ore = See LE eet acfen ee 1, 032. 28 
Kansai City oc. aser ss eh ase eee ee hen a ee ae ta eee 484, 32 
Fayettevillei...-2-)- scons. teases sce © Se Seen) 4-8 taser recararean 401. 23 
JOMOTSON OL Gy te oa eee era ai rere ee ae, - eee ae ee 41,49 


Totaly tis .ine. Mewes). BLO. ERS .etatso enor 


There are yet funds at several military prisons, the accounts of which 
are not yet closed, which will amount to not less than the following 
sums, Viz: 


POP NW ALTON sc cee =) ae oe teeta 3s bg Seapets Spee Cee: oe eee oe $8, 978. 66 
Horti McHenry. iy-.- <sey,s/-stslwieaoee ie ieee ale Sale seen rs = Se REE 3 <= Pte 5, 364. 12 
SainG Wows 52: se steer tee ee ee sone cote winee See eee semen a Medi aatn uae ase 2, 232. 40 
Fortleafayette. . 1 S:sietee. ee cc..rece- dies laste sere) - Sete - t-te - »- 1,406.42 
POrti Delaware soe hte ciste rect te ee eee ae aoe oe hee ee oe 316, 674. 10 
LittlotRocktt vccce< cccacep soar eerste este eae a. oe ace ener eee se ee 3, 111. 28 


Total’. ........ Be LOG 8 ees eee e-. gi Rca ees. Some sop see og 337, 766. 98 


When the closing accounts are received this credit will be turned 
over to the Subsistence Department, making the whole amount of 
surplus prison fund transferred $1,845,125.99. 

The prison tund has been used to meet large expenditures which have 
been made in the purchase of articles necessary for the prisoners in 
barracks and hospitals and in paying expenses of the prisons, and the 
amount above stated is what remains after meeting these expenditures. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Brt. Brig. Gen., U. 8S. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


WaR DEPARTMENT, Washington City, October 20, 1865. 
Hon. HucH McCuLtocn, Secretary of the Treasury: 


_ Sig: I am directed by the Secretary of War to transmit certain ster- 
ling bills of exchange captured by the military forces of the United 
States in the State of Georgia, and found in possession of Jefferson 


Davis, drawn by the following-named parties, for the sums set opposite 
their names: 


Josh. Deynoodt 
Josh. Deynoodt 


Pee mee cme cce cee wee coc cns Cec ese cee see cece ccc ecs ccc 


C. Ey Daorburn. . .% 5... ..ccs.... aids Siormiate einai lorem coarse a 
Pollard & Smith 
LioWaKabble 22.28. Se 


— 
Bl eoRHoeoco? 
| rm = 
waloonmroocec: 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION AND CONFEDERATE. 1769 


They were turned over to this Department by Lieut. Col. B. D. 
Pritchard, Fourth Michigan Cavalry. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOS, T. ECKERT, 
Acting Assistant Secretary of War. 


TALLAHASSEE, October 22, 1865. 
ANDREW JOHNSON, President of the United States: 

Sig: I feel assured that you will pardon me for again calling your 
attention to Mr. Yulee and Mr. Allison, political prisoners confined at 
Fort Pulaski, and Mr. Mallory, confined at Fort Lafayette. 

I have not a word to say upon the subject of the political history of 
Mr. Yulee and Mr. Mallory. Your Excellency knows it as well or better 
than Ido. I have only to remark in regard to them that I think they 
may both be permitted to return to this State without any injury to its 
interests. Mr. Yulee is the president of a railroad company whose 
interests are suffering for the want of his supervision aud care. Mr. 
Allison became ex officio Governor of this State on the death of Gov- 
ernor Milton by suicide just before the collapse of the rebellion. He 
was the president of the Senate, and on the death of the Governor he 
became ew officio Governor uutil a Governor could be elected. 1 believe 
the only gubernatorial act he did was to issue a proclamation ordering 
an election of a Governor to succeed Governor Milton. He is nota bad 
man. He has been confined since the Ist of May. I think the people 
of this State would be much gratified to hear that he has returned to 
his family. The convention meets here on the 25th iustarit. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. MARVIN, 
Provisional Governor of Florida. 

Mr. Mallory has the gout badly, which the dampness of the prison 
exasperates. His family is in Connecticut and he would like to visit 
them. I think if he were set'at liberty on parole I can be surety for 
his keeping it. 

[First indorsement. ] 


NOVEMBER 6, 1865. 


Respectfully referred to the honorable the Secretary of War. 
By order of the President: 
R. MORROW, 
Secretary. 
[Second indorsement. ] 
Wark DEPARTMENT, November 7, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to the Judge-Advocate-General for report. 
By order of tte Secretary of War: 
THOS. T. ECKERT, 


Acting Assistant Secretary of War. 


Hpers. MILITARY DistRICt OF FoRT MONROE, 
Fortress Monroe, Va., October 23, 1865. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant- General: 

GENERAL : I have the honor to report the prisoners Davis, Olay, and 
Mitchel as well, and to inclose letter from Davis to his wife, which he 
desires may be forwarded. I would respectfully call your attention to 
the paragraph inclosed in brackets, namely, “ For, say, three months 
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after I was imprisoned here two hours’ sleep, &c.” This statement is 
false in every particular, as I know he rested and slept more than he 
says. His usual answer on being asked how he had slept was invari- 
ably ‘‘ very well.” 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Brevet Major-General of Voluntcers. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., October 24, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, U. 8. Army, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose herewith a tabular statement 
of rebel prisoners of war, showing the number on hand at the date of 
last report, December 31, 1864, the number captured and held in pos- 
session since that date, the number exchanged, released, escaped, S&c., 
and the number captured and paroled belonging to the armies of Gen- 
erals Lee, Johnston, Taylor, Kirby Smith, and others; also, a statement 
showing the number of Federal troops held by the rebels as prisoners 
of war and delivered by them for exchange to Federal agents between 
December 1, 1864, and October 20, 1865. A more detailed report* is in 
preparation, which will give as far as practicable a full account of all 
prisoners captured by the enemy during the war, and for the same 
period the number of prisoners captured by the U.S. forces, the number 
held at each of the military prisons and the disposition made of them, 
and all other particulars with regard to them that. it may be desirable 
to place on file. The report will also show the business of the office in 
connection with other branches of the service. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HOFFMAN, 
Commissary- General of Prisoners. 


{Inclosure.] 


Consolidated statement of prisoners of war from January 1 to October 20, 1865. 
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*See December 6, 1865, p. 821. 
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Consolidated statement of prisoners of war from January 1 to October 20, 1865—Contd. 
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Consolidated statement of prisoners of war from January 1 to October 20, 1865—Contd. 
PAROLED ARMIES—REBEL—Continued. 
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But. Brig. Gen., U. 8. Army, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, October 25, 1865. 
Hon. JAMES SPEED, 
Attorney-General United States, Washington, D. C.: 
Sir: By direction of the Secretary of War I have the honor to refer, 
for examination by you, a letter from Jefferson Davis ¢o his wife and 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION AND CONFEDERATE. 1773 


copy of General Miles’ letter forwarding it and calling attention to a 
statement made therein.* 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
I. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant.General, 


WASHINGTON, D. C., October 26, 1865. 
His Excellency ANDREW JOHNSON, 
President of the United States: 

Str: One of the principal prerogatives of your high position is that 
of mercy and pardon. It becomes still more important in dubious cases, 
where it is not quite clear whether justice has been done or not. Such 
one, I regret very much to say, is my duty not only as counsel for the 
et but as friend of humanity, to lay before Your Excellency 

-day. 

Captain Wirz, my client, has been tried, and, as I apprehend, con- 
demned to die. In your hand it rests whether this sentence shall be 
carried out or not. It is true that if you are solely guided by the 
evidence which will be or has been laid before you, little or no hope is 
to be entertained; but there is something else which cannot fail to 
command Your Excellency’s regards, and that is the following: 

1, That this commission, before which the prisoner has been tried, 
has in many instances excluded testimony in favor of the prisoner, and, 
on the other hand, admitted testimony against the prisoner, both in 
violation of all rules of law and equity. That the whole country knows. 
Every lawyer in this city and elsewhere has regarded this and the 
treatment the counsel suttered at the hands of the president of the com- 
mission and the judge-advocate with indignation and as an insult to 
the profession. My former colleagues, Messrs. Hughes, Denver, and 
Peck, left for that reason, and then I would have followed their example 
had not the prisoner had my word of honor not to forsake him, 

2. The testimony for the prosecution is loose, indefinite, and in the 
most part contradictory. Before any other court but that military com- 
mission it would have been an easy matter to uncover and bring to 
light a tissue of perjuries [such] as the world has seldom seen. Time 
will show that this assertion of mine is no empty one. 

Oaptain Wirz was almost a prisoner himself at Andersonville. If per- 
mitted we could have proven by our witnesses that at different times he 
requested to be discharged, or to be sent to the Trans-Mississippi Depart- 
ment away from Andersonyille, He took the responsibility of enlarg- 
ing the stockade against the orders of his superiors, as appears from 
Colonel Persons’ testimony, a witness for the prosecution; and ‘worked 
indefatigably” for the benefit of the prisoners. Colonel Persons, com- 
mandant of the post, in harmony with Wirz, approved what the latter 
had done. Both sent remonstrances to Richmond, and the consequence 
of these remonstrances was that General Winder was sent to Ander- 
souville to stop them. It was Captain Wirz who complained of the bad 
bread (see his letter published in the testimony); who asked for shoes 
or leather from the rebel authorities for paroled Union prisoners; who 
paroled about fifty young Union drummer boys in order, that they 
might escape the horrors of the stockade; who remonstrated against 
having so many prisoners sent there; who gave writing material to our 
-boys to prepare a petition for exchange to Washington, and permitted 


*See October 23, p. 769. 
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six of our men to go North for that purpose in order to see the Presi- 
dent and the Secretary of War; and when all hopes for exchange were 
gone he told Judge Hall, one of the witnesses for the prosecution, that 
he (Wirz) would wish all the prisoners paroled and set at large, instead 
of letting them die in the stockade. Al] that and many other facts 
prove that Captain Wirz did certainly not conspire to kill the pris- 
oners. 

Thirteen cases of acts of personal cruelty and murder alleged by the 
prosecution to have been committed by Captain Wirz are lqcated in 
the month of August, 1864. About sixty witnesses (thirty-four for the 
defense and over twenty for the prosecution) have positively sworn that 
Captain Wirz was not at Andersonville and Lieutenant Davis in com- 
mand of the prison during that time. Not a single one has contra- 
dicted that statement. That proves sufficiently how much stress is to 
be laid upon such testimony. Some ten to twelve on both sides swear 
that he was sick in the latter half of July and the most part of Septem- 
ber; that he was fetched in an ambulance from his residence to his office, 
and was unable to ride on horseback, &c. And almost all the alleged 
cruelties and murders are said to have been committed in July, August, 
and September, 1864. E 

Among the 35,000 prisoners were many bounty-jumpers and bad- 
characters. Some six of them were hung by their own comrades. If 
I have the Government’s patronage, and perhaps the prospect of an 
office or two (as actually has been the case with some of the witnesses 
for the prosecution in the Wirz trial), and can also give a promise of 
safe conduct and perhaps a reward, I do not doubt in the least that 
among those 500 raiders at Andersonville (as they are styled in the tes- 
timony) I shall within four weeks find enough testimony to try, con- 
demn, and hang every member of the Wirz military commission on any 
charge whatever, provided it is done before such a military commission. 

Your Excellency knows me. It is unnecessary to state that nothing 
but a feeling of humanity urges me to ask you for clemency. No 
remuneration, but labor and vituperation have been the reward of the 
counsel in this case. God knows that I would not ask you to do any- 
thing which was not right. And therefore let the miserable, etipiteat 
half-dying man, at the worst a tool in the hands of superiors, a subal- 
tern officer who had to obey orders, live out the few remaining days of 
his life, and do not let our hands be tainted with the blood of this mis- 
erable and unfortunate being. I know you will believe me if I, with all 
my heart, declare that he does not deserve that fate. Spare the crip- 
ple! Be merciful ! 

Yours in haste and with all the old attachment and respect, 
LOUIS SCHADE. 


BALTIMORE, October 27, 1865. 
His Excellency ANDREW JOHNSON, 
President of the United States of America: 

DEAR Sire: Excuse the liberty I take in addressing the following 
short petition to Your Excellency: 

Among the number of those now in confinement for having partici- 
pated in the late rebellion is Burton N. Harrison, of Mississippi, 
private secretary to Jefferson Davis. Mr. Harrison occupied the 
position of assistant professor in the University of Mississippi when 
that State seceded, and, as would have been the case with most young 
men, felt highly flattered at the, to him, honorable position which was 
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offered him by Mr. Davis. Suffice it to say he accepted. Mr. Har- 
rison is a graduate of Yale College, an Old Line Whig, and conserva- 
tive in his politics, and was esteemed and honored by his classmates 
and all who knew him for his -gentlemanly feeling and high sense of 
honor. I therefore entreat Your Excellency that that freedom from 
confinement which has already been granted to so many men of. more 
influence in the political world than he may be grauted to him. He is 
at present, I believe, in Fort Delaware. I address myself to Your 
Excellency from no desire for notoriety, but from friendship and 
affection for my friend and classmate, who appears to have been for- 
gotten by his friends. I would add that he is the only son of a 
widowed mother, to whose support he has always contributed. 

Very respectfully, Your Excellency’s obedient servant and political 
well wisher, 

C. BOHN SLINGLUFF, 
Attorney at Law, Baltimore, Ma. 


Hpqrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF ForT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., October 28, 1865. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report the prisoners Clay and Mitchel 
as being well. Davis is suffering from the effects of a boil under his 
arm.* 

I am, general, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington City, October 28, 1865. 
Major-General MILES, Commanding, dc., Fortress Monroe, Va.: 

An order of the President has been forwarded you by mail directing 
the release of John Mitchel from imprisonment. If he desires it, you 
may give him transportation to New York by sea on any transport of 
the Government, free of charge, or transportation to Richmond, if he 


prefers. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


WAR DEPARTMEN'', BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTICE, 
October 31, 1865. 
The PRESIDENT: 

Henry Wirz was tried by a military commission convened at Wash- 
ington, D. ©., on the 23d day of August, 1865, by order of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, on the following charges and specifications .T 

Upon being arraigned the prisoner’s counsel submitted the following 

leas: 
i 1, That he ought not to be held or tried for any cause by the Government 
of the United States because, according to the terms of the surrender of 


* References to the boil are made in reports up to and.including November 1. 
+For charges and specifications (here omitted) see General Court-Martial Orders, 


No. 607, p. 784. 
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the rebel General Johnston (under whose command he was serving at 
the time), it was agreed that all officers and men should be permitted 
to return to their homes, not to be disturbed by the U.S. authorities 
so long as they observed their obligations and the laws in force where 
they resided. 

2. That he should not be held to trial or in custody because at the 
time of his arrest he was in the enjoyment of his liberty, and was 
promised by Captain Noyes, of Major-General Wilson’s staff, that he 
should not be held as a prisoner, but that after giving such verbal infor- 
mation to General Wilson as he was able he should have a safe-conduct 
to his home, which promise was violated. 

3. That the commission had no jurisdiction to try him for the offenses 
charged; also that he had been on the 21st of August, 1865, arraigned 
and put on trial before the same tribunal on the same charges, and 
could not be tried or put to answer a second time therefor. Also that 
the charges and specifications were too vague and indefinite, and did not 
make out an offense punishable by the laws of war. ‘ 

All these pleas were discussed at length on both sides, and were, 
after deliberation, properly overruled by the commission. A plea of 
not guilty to both charges and specifications thereto was then made by 
the prisoner. The investigation of the matters alleged against the 
prisoner then commenced and continued until the 21st day of Octo- 
ber, during which time 148 witnesses for the prosecution and defense 
were examined, and a large amount of documentary evidence, found in 
the official papers captured at Andersonville and among the rebel 
archives at Richmond, was introduced. One of the counsel for the 
defense then asked for an adjournment for two weeks atleast to enable 
him to prepare an argument. The commission first decided to adjourn 
tei days, and upon his further petition, twelve days, for this purpose. 
He, however, declared that it was insufficient time, and thereupon 
announced that he would submit the case without remark. After an 
adjournment of four days an elaborate statement of the prisoner was 
submitted, which was prepared by him with the aid of an able assist- 
ant (the chief reporter of the trial, who shows himself familiar with all 
the material facts), which goes over the whole case in explanation of 
certain acts averred, and in denial of the proof or truth of all the 
others. The closing address of the judge-advocate immediately fol- 
lowed, and thereafter the court, it appears, having maturely considered 
the evidence adduced, found the accused, Henry Wirz, as follows:* 

It is not necessary, for the purpose of this review, to go into an 
elaborate discussion of the questions involved in the findings on the 
first charge. From the document of the proceedings, containing more 
than 5,000 pages, presenting a mass of evidence bearing upon these 
questions, no brief summary can be made which would do justice to the 
subject. The argument of the judge-advocate sets forth an able and 
exhaustive examination of the material legal points raised and proof 
established by the trial, and forms a part of the record. It may be 
relied on as giving a full and just exposition of the matters which 
entered into the deliberations of the court, and as particularly appli- 
cable to this branch of the case, reference is respectfully invited to 
pages 4838 to 5148. The opinion is expressed that the conspiracy, as 
described in the findings above recited, was clearly made out, and that 
the conclusions arrived at by the court could not, in the light of the 
evidence this record contains, have been avoided. Language fails in 


fee vo Te and sentence (here omitted) see General Court-Martial Orders, No. 
.p. 784. 
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an attempt to denounce even in faint terms the diabolical combination 
for the destruction and death, by cruel and fiendishly ingenious 
processes, of helpless prisoners of war who might fall into their hands, 
which this record shows was plotted and deliberately entered upon, 
and, as tar as time permitted, accomplished by the rebel authorities 
and their brutal underlings at Andersonville Prison. Criminal history 
presents no parallel to this monstrous conspiracy, and from the whole 
catalogue of infamous devices within reach of human hands, a system 
for the murder of men more revolting in its details could not have been 
planned. Upon the heads of those named by the court in its findings 
the guilt of this immeasurable crime is fixed, a guilt so fearfully black 
and horrible that the civilized world must be appalled by the spectacle. 
dese remains yet to be noticed the matter involved in the second 
charge. 

The homicides alleged to have been committed under this charge 
and which the court found were committed, are of four classes. First, 
those cases of death which resulted from the biting of dogs (specifica- 
tion 2) ; second, cases of death which resulted from confinement in the 
stocks and chain gang (specifications 5, 6, and 7); third, cases of pris- 
oners killed by guards pursuant to direct order of Wirz given at the 
time (specifications 8, 9, 12), and fourth, cases of prisoners killed by 
Wirz’s own hand (specifications 1, 2, and 3). 

That all the deaths embraced in these four classes resulted from the 
causes and in the manner set forth in the specifications is conceived to 
be very clearly established by the evidence adduced by the prosecu- 
tion, and it is not deemed necessary, in the absence of any contra- 
dictory testimony directly bearing on these instances, to recite the 
evidence applicable to each, except, it may be, briefly that relating to 
the fourth class (specifications 1, 2, 3), and some acts of a similar char- 
acter. 

The testimony supporting the first specification is that of Felix 
de la Baume, a Union soldier, who states that on or about the 8th of 
July, 1864, he was one of a detachment of prisoners taken to Wirz’s 
headquarters to be enrolled before being sent into the prison; that 
one of his comrades was attacked with epilepsy, and some of his com- 
panions, by permission of the guard, ran to the creek for water; that 
he, the witness, heard a shot fired, and on turning saw Wirz fire two 
more, wounding two prisoners, one of whom the witness never saw or 
heard of afterward, and the other of whom he saw carried up to Wirz’s 
headquarters in a dying condition, the wound being in the breast. 

There is also the testimony of George Conway, who states that on 
or about the 11th of July, 1864, he saw Wirz shoot a Union prisoner 
within the stockade as he was stooping to pick up his cup which had 
fallen under the dead-line, and that the man died almost instantly. 
Which of these two cases (either being, it is conceived, sufficient to 
sustain the allegation) the court relied on does not, of course, appear. 

In support of the second specification, Martin HE. Hogan testifies 
that some time in September, when the prisoners were being removed 
from Andersonville to Millen, he saw Wirz take a prisoner who was 
worn out with hunger and disease by the coat collar, and because he 
could not walk faster, wrench him back and stamp upon him with his 
boots ; that the man was borne past him bleeding from his mouth and 
nose, and died in a short time. 

The third specification is supported by the testimony of George W. 
Gray, who states that about the middle of September, 1864, he and a 
comrade named William Stewart, a private belonging to a Minnesota 
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regiment, went out of the stockade in charge of a guard to carry a dead 
body, and that after laying it in the dead-house they were on their 
way back to the stockade, when Wirz rode up to them and asked by 
what authority they were out there ; that Stewart replied they were 
out there by proper authority, whereupon Wirz drew his revolver and 
shot Stewart, the ball taking effect in his breast and killing him in- 
stantly, and that the’guard then took from his body some $20 or $30, 
which Wirz received and rode away. 

Further evidence in regard to Wirz’s killing certain prisoners was 
presented, but the dates given by the witnesses show the murders to 
have been others than those alleged in the specifications. They will be 
referred to as illustrating the character of the prisoner and establishing 
a frequency and repetition of like crimes. 

James H. Davidson testified that in April, as he remembered, Wirz 
came into the stockade one day, and a lame man went up to him and 
asked him a question, whereupon Wirz turned and shot him, and he 
died. 

Thomas ©. Alcoke states that one day (witness seems to have no 
knowledge or recollection of dates) Wirz came into the stockade, and a 
man asked him permission to go out and get some fresh air; that-Wirz 
asked him what he meant, and that after a few more words had passed 
between them Wirz wheeled around, pulled out a revolver, and shot 
him down, the ball taking effect in his breast and death occurring about 
three hours afterward. It also appears by this witness that when he 
remonstrated Wirz told him that he had better look out or he would be 
put in the same place, and that soon after Wirz came in with a guard 
aud put him in irons. 

Hugh R. Snee testified that some time in September, 1864, a party of 
Union prisoners were to be exchanged, under an arrangement between 
General Sherman and the rebel Hood; that they were taken from the 
stockade after dark, as the heat in the day was so great that the men 
would have fainted; that none but able-bodied men were selected, it 
being stated when they were called out that any one who could not walk 
eighteen miles a day would be shot; that notwithstanding this the men 
were So anxious to escape imprisonment that some too weak to perform 
the day’s travel came out. The witness states that three who belonged 
to some Western regiments were able to go but a short distance before 
they fainted and fell out of the ranks, and were pushed one side by the 
guard; that thereupon a man ran back, and speaking in a voice he 
thought at the time to be that of Captain Wirz wanted to know why 
they were there; that they replied they wished to get out of prison; 
whereupon the man said: “ll keep you out, God damn you.” Witness 
then heard six pistol shots, followed by a cry as if some one was hurt, 
and immediately after a rebel lieutenant came past remarking that it 
was a brutal act; that one of them was dead, and when asked who did 
it replied, ‘‘The captain.” 

The most prominent features of the defense under this second charge 
will now be considered. An attempt was made to prove that during 
the whole of August and parts of July and September the prisoner was 
sick and confined to his bed, and could not have committed the crimes 
charged to him in those months. In his statement to the court, how- 
ever, he made no reference to his absence, doubtless for the reason that 
the testimony was of too general and loose a character to set up as 
contradictory to the explicit statements of numerous witnesses as to 
the dates when the crimes recorded in the finding were committed, 
corroborated as those statements were by official papers bearing his 
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signature showing that at different times during those months he was 
in the performance of his ordinary functions as commandant of the 
prison. It was claimed that deaths resulting from the use of dogs in 
the capture of escaped prisoners were not crimes fastened upon Wirz, 
he not being present at the pursuit and therefore not responsible. But 
it appears to have been the fact that this use of dogs was under Wirz’s 
especial direction; that the pursuit of prisoners was in many instances 
instituted under his immediate orders, and in some cases captures were 
made under his personal supervision. It was also clearly proved that a 
part of each pack were ferocious dogs, dangerous to life, so as to make it 
probable that the men on whose track they were sent would be killed. 
A man overtaken by these beasts and desiring to surrender could not 
by coming to a stand save his life. The instinct of the dogs was for 
human blood, and to surrender to them was death. A most shocking 
illustration will be given. Two soldiers had escaped but were overtaken. 
The party who captured them returned with but one (who was so 
mangled that he died), and the chief of the party, known as Turner, 
exulted in accounting for the other, stating that they allowed the dogs 
to tear him in pieces, and left him in the woods. 

As applying to the question of criminal responsibility involved in 
this class of homicides, the, judge-advocate referred the court to the 
well-settled principle of law that it is not essential that the hand of the 
party should be the immediate occasion of the death, but that if it be 
shown that means were used likely to occasion death, and which did 
so occasion it, the party using such means is to be held responsible for 
the consequences. There is but one of this class of homicides which 
enters into the findings of guilty under this charge. A discussion of 
the legal points involved is conceived to be needless, inasmuch as the 
charge is sustained by a conviction on nine other distinct allegations 
of murder. 

As to the deaths resulting from the use of stocks and chain gangs, 
the defense urged that the men were placed therein for the purposes of 
discipline; that they were commonly used for such purposes and that 
their use at this place was attributed to those higher in authority than 
Wirz, to whose orders he was subject. Upon this point it is to be 
observed that prisoners were put in these instruments of torture as 
punishment for having escaped, or having made attempts to escape, 
from their captors, which attempts, whether successful or not, it was 
their right and duty as prisoners of war to make. Any punishments 
inflicted upon them therefor by their captors was a violation of the 
laws of war, and deaths resulting from such unlawful punishments are 
murders. This would be the judgment of the law apart from some of 
the peculiar circumstances which surround these crimes and which so 
decidedly indicate their true character, prominent among which is the 
often-declared animus of the prisoner, showing conclusively that in 
these and kindred barbarities he was deliberately seeking to sacrifice 
the lives of his victims. It was shown. that these stocks and chain 
gangs were under Wirz’s immediate and direct control; that he exer- 
cised full authority in committing prisoners to both. While it may be, 
and probably is, the fact that his action in this matter was sanctioned 
by the rebel Winder when he was on daty at that place, it does not 
relieve the prisoner of the responsibility of the results. ’ 

Relating to three homicides embraced in the third class, the prisoner 
makes no special defense except as to the killing of the man known as 
Chickamauga. He urges in his final statement that his order to the 
guard to shoot this man was only intended as a menace. It is clear, 
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however, from the testimony that his order in this case, as in others, 
was peremptory, and according to his own version it was not a com- 
mand that could be construed by any subordinate as merely a menace. 
Moreover, it was distinctly proved to have been accompanied by a 
threat that he would shoot the guard if the guard did not shoot this 
crippled soldier. He states further, and it is so found by the record, 
that the poor man desired to be killed, it would seem, because he was 
suspected by his comrades of having given information to the prison 
keepers of some attempts of prisoners to escape from tlie stockade. 
This fact, however, in no degree palliates his murderer’s guilt. 

Of the homicides embraced in the fourth class (those committed 
directly by his own hand) the prisoner’s statement notices but one, 
that of Stewart, sworn to by the witness Gray. It is asserted that the 
testimony of this witness is a pure fabrication. There is nothing found 
in the examination of the record which casts a doubt on his veracity 
and the court seems to have discovered nothing in his manner on the 
stand to raise the question of his credibility. 

As to all those cases not heretofore specially mentioned the defense 
insists that the allegatious were too vague and indefinite, and that the 
testimony is insufficient to sustain them, and also that it is altogether 
improbable that such murders could have been committed without 
coming to the knowledge of various witnesses who stated that they had 
never heard of such crimes at Andersonville. No evidence being sub- 
mitted which contradicts the concurrent and explicit statements of the 
witnesses, who give positive testimony of their perpetration, these 
murders are fastened to Wirz’s hand. 

Many points were raised by both sides relating to the admission of 
evidence as the trial progressed. These were fully debated at the time. 
No discussion of them here is deemed necessary, it not being found 
that competent proof material to the prisoner’s defense on the specific 
offenses of which the court pronounced him guilty, was excluded. 
Much latitude seems to have been given him; he was allowed to show 
special acts of kindness to the prisoners and to introduce declarations 
made by himself in explanation of his acts. Letters and official reports 
and oral testimony of his personal efforts, offered as indicating his 
interest in and acare for the comfort of the prisoners, were also 
admitted. It is shown that every witness asked for by the defense was 
subpoenaed, except certain rebel functionaries, who, for reasons stated 
at the time, did not appear on the stand, but the judge-advocate pro- 
posed that if the counsel for the defense would set forth according to 
the common rule, by affidavit, what he expected and had reason to 
believe any witness who did not so appeat would testify, it would be 
adinitted of record that such witnesses would so testify. This propo- 
sition was not accepted. One hundred and six witnesses were sub- 
penaed for the defense, of whom sixty-eight reported, but thirty-nine 
of these, many of them soldiers of our Army and sufferers at Ander- 
sonville, were discharged by the prisoner’s counsel without being put 
upon the stand. 

A review of the proceedings leads to the opinion that no prejudice 
to the legal rights of the prisoner can be successfully claimed to have 
resulted from any decision which excluded testimony he desired to 
introduce. The trial is believed to have been cqnducted in accordance 
with the regulations governing military courts, and the record presents 
no error which can be held to invalidate the proceedings. ‘The annals 
of our race present nowhere and at no time a darker field of crime than 
that of Andersonville, and it is fortunate for the interests alike of 
public justice and of historic truth that from this field the veil has been 
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so faithfully and completely lifted. All the horrors of this pandemo- 
nium of the rebellion are laid bare to us in the broad, steady light of 
the testimony of some 150 witnesses, who spoke what they had seen 
and heard and suffered, and whose evidence, given under oath and sub- 
jected to cross-examination and to every other test which human expe- 
rience has devised for the ascertaining of truth, must be accepted as 
affording an immovable foundation for the sentence pronounced. 

The proof,under the second charge shows that some of our soldiers, 
for mere attenipts to escape from their oppressors, were given to fero- 
cious dogs to be torn in pieces; that others were confined in stocks and 
chains till life yielded to the torture, and that others were wantonly 
shot down at Wirz’s bidding or by his own hand. Here, in the pres- 
ence of these pitiless murders of unarmed and helpless men, so dis- 
tinctly alleged and proved, justice might well claim the prisoner’s life. 

There remains, however, to be contemplated crimes yet more revolt- 
ing, for which he and his co-conspirators must be held responsible. 
The Andersonville prison records (made exhibits in this case) contain a 
roster of over 13,000 dead, buried naked, maimed, and putrid, in one 
vast sepulcher. Of these a surgeon of the rebel army who was on 
duty at this prison testifies that at least three-fourths died of the treat- 
ment inflicted on them while in confinement, and a surgeon of our own 
army, who was a prisoner there, states that four-fifths died from 
this cause. Under this proof, which has not been assailed, nearly 
10,000, if not more, of these deaths must be charged directly to the 
account of Wirz and his associates. This widespread sacrifice of life 
was not made suddenly or under the influence of ungovernable pas- 
sion, but was accomplished slowly and deliberately, by packing upward 
of 30,000 men like cattle in a fetid pen—a mere cesspool—there to die 
for need of air to breathe, for want of ground on which to lie, for lack 
of shelter from sun and rain, and from the slow, agonizing processes of 
starvation, when air aud space and shelter and food were all within 
the ready gift of their tormentors. This work of death seems to have 
been a saturnalia of enjoyment for the prisoner, who, amid these sav- 
age orgies, evidenced such exultation and mingled with them such 
nameless blasphemy and ribald jests as at times to exhibit him rather 
as a demon than aman. It was his continued boast that by these bar- 
barities he was destroying more Union soldiers than rebel generals 
were butchering on the battle-field. He claimed to be doing the work 
of the rebellion, and faithfully, in all his murderous cruelty and base- 
ness, did he represent its spirit. } 

It is by looking upon the cemeteries which have been ‘filled from 
Libby, Belle Isle, Salisbury, Florence, and Andersonville and other 
rebel prisons, and recalling the prolonged sufferings of the patriots who 
are sleeping there, that we can best understand the inner and real life 
of the rebellion and the hellish criminality and brutality of the traitors 
who maintained it. For such crimes human power is absolutely 
impotent to enforce any adequate atonement. : ' 

It may be added, in conclusion, that the court before which the pris- 
oner was tried was composed of officers high in rank and eminent for 
their faithful services and probity of character; that several of them 
were distinguished for their legal attainments. The investigation of 
the case was conducted througbout with patience and impartiality, and 
the conclusion reached is one from which the overwhelming volume of 
testimony left no escape. It is recommended that the sentence be 


executed. 
J. HOLT, 
Judge-Advocate- General, 
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WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, October 31, 1865—12.10 p. m. 
Major-General TERRY, Richmond : 

You are authorized to release, until further orders, Colonel Northrop, 
late rebel Quartermaster [Commissary-General], now in close custody, 
upon his giving his parole to remain in the State of Virginia and report 
himself to you as often as you may deem proper, and to appear when 
required to answer any charge that may be preferred against him by 
order of the President at any time hereafter. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


Hpogrs. MILIraRyY District oF ForT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., October 31, 1865. 
Col. Ep. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of Virginia: 

COLONEL: I have the honor, in compliance with Circular 19 from 
headquarters Department of Virginia, August 5, 1865, to report: The 
Third Pennsylvania Artillery this morning moved to Camp Hamilton 
preparatory to being mustered out, they having been relieved by the 
Battalion Fifth U. 8. Artillery. 

John Mitchel was released from confinement and furnished trans- 
portation to Richmond in pursuance to instructions from the War 
Department.* 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


ATTORNEY-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, D. C., November 1, 1865, 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, Secretary of War: 


Str: The late Attorney-General, Hon. Edward Bates, has written to 
this office for information as to the arrest of John B. Clark, a member 
of the rebel Congress from Missouri, now confined in Fort Jackson, La. 
If the inquiry be proper, I would be obliged if you would inform me 
upon what charges the said Clark is detained. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. HUBLEY ASHTON, 
Assistant Attorney-General. 


Wark DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTICE, 
November 3, 1865. 
Hon. E. M. Sranron, Secretary of War: 

Sir: In the cases of sundry rebel officials concerned in alleged cruel 
treatment of Federal prisoners at the South, in violation of the laws of 
war, I have the honor to return the papers referred to me and to submit 
thereon as follows: 

The principal of these cases has already been before the Bureau, and 
it has heretofore been reported in regard to several that the facts not 


*See October 28, p. 775. 
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ouly warranted, but urgently called for, the trial of the parties by a 
military commission. ‘The testimony evolved in the course of the recent 
trial of Wirz, and by means of recent investigations in the Southern 
military departments, fully confirms and strengthens this conclusion, 
and I have now to formally recommend as follows in all these cases: 
First. That Lieutenant-Colonel Iverson, Forty-seventh Georgia Volun- 
teers, and his subordinate, Lieutenant (or Captain) Barrett, be arrested 
and brought to trial for their treatment of our soldiers when prisoners 
of war at Florence, S.C. The testimony fixes upon them not only a 
series of the most cruel and inhuman acts of neglect, abuse, assault, 
robbery, &c., but a considerable number of well-established homicides. 
In these Barrett was the principal agent, but Iverson, as his commanding 
otticer, was clearly no less criminal. Second. That Maj. John H. Gee 
should be tried for homicides and acts of similar atrocity committed by 
him while in charge of the rebel prison at Salisbury, N.C. Of this man 
it is remarked by Brevet Brigadier-General Heath, in his recent full 
report, herewith inclosed, ‘‘His infamy cannot be reported.” Third. 
That J. W. Duncan be also tried for at least one case of murder and 
numerous cases of robbery and cruelty, committed by him while com- 
missary-sergeant at Andersonville. The testimony in regard to his 
crimes, incidentally adduced upon the trial of Wirz, is apparently of 
the most reliable character. Fourth. That Doctor Nesbit, of Salisbury, 
N.C., be forthwith brought to trial by military commission at that place, 
where he is understood to be now in arrest, for the wanton murder of a 
Union prisoner on the occasion of a slight outbreak at the prison, which 
oceurred last winter. Fifth. That in the case of R. B. Winder, while 
the evidence at the trial of Wirz was deemed by the court to implicate 
him in the conspiracy against the lives of all Federal prisoners in rebel 
hands, no such specific overt acts of violation of the laws of war are as 
yet fixed upon him as to make it expedient to prefer formal charges and 
bring him to trial. Sixth. That Captain Alexander, of the Salisbury 
prison; Lieutenants Wilson, Cheatham, and Mosely, of tlie Florence 
prison; Maj. John E. Rylander, Tenth Georgia Battalion, of the Macon 
prison (in 1862); Colonel Godwin, stationed at Salisbury; Captain 
Vowles, at Millen, Ga.; Lieutenant Emack and Dick Turner, of the 
Libby Prison; Capt. G. W. Alexander, of Castle Thunder (in 1862); 
Capt. John Adams, of a Mississippi regiment, stationed at Memphis in 
1861; and one Peacocke, an alleged deserter from the Ninth New York 
Volunteers and a subordinate of Wirz, at Tuscaloosa in 1862, are all 
presented by the accompanying testimony as guilty of acts more or less 
eruel and criminal in their treatment of prisoners of war. None of these 
cases are yet in a condition for trial, but should, it is thought, be made 
the subject of such further investigation by the different local com- 
manders as may be practicable. 

Besides Winder, Duncan, and Nesbit, it is not known that any of 
these criminals are in military custody. It is understood that an effort 
is now being made by the commander of the Department of North 
Carolina to effect the arrest of Gee, and it is supposed that Iverson and 
Barrett may be apprehended at Columbus and Augusta, Ga., their 
respective places of residence. It is conceived that the trial of Duncan, 
if it be concluded to prosecute him, could be entered upon at an 


early day. aaa 
Judge-Advocate- General. 
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GENERAL War DEPARTMENT, 
CouRT-MARTIAL ORDERS, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 601. Washington, November 3, 1865. 


I. In the case of John H. Winston, citizen, sentenced by a military 
commission “that he be imprisoned for the period of five years at hard 
labor, with ball and chain, at such place as the commanding general 
may direct,” as promulgated in General Orders, No. 70, headquarters 
Department of the Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo., May 12, 1864, and now 
undergoing execution of sentence in the penitentiary at Jefferson City, 
Mo., in view of the circumstances connected with the case, and upon 
the recommendation of the Judge-Advocate-General, the prisoner will 
be released from confinement upon taking the oath of allegiance. 

II. In the case of Samuel L. Winston, citizen, sentenced by a military 
commission ‘to be confined at hard labor for the period of ten years 
in such prison as the commanding general may direct,” as promulgated 
in General Orders, No. 127, headquarters Department of the Missouri, 
Saint Louis, Mo., July 21, 1864, and now undergoing execution of sen- 
tence in the penitentiary at Jefferson City, Mo., in view of the circum- 
stances connected with the case, and upon the recommendation of the 
Judge-Advocate-General, the prisoner will be released from confine- 
ment upon taking the oath of allegiance. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, } WAR DEPY., ADIT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 581. Washington, November 3, 1865. 
* * * * * “* * 

20. Bvt. Brig. Gen. William Hoffman, colonel Third U.S. Infantry, 
is hereby relieved from duty as Commissary-General of Prisoners, and 
will proceed to join his regiment in the Military Division of the Mis- 
sissippi. Maj. Gen. E. A. Hitchcock, U.S. Volunteers, will take charge 
of the records of the Commissary-General of Prisoners, relieving Brevet 
Brigadier-General Hoffman. 

* * * * * * * 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


WAR DEPARTMENT, November 3, 1865. 
J. HUBLEY ASHTON, Esq., Assistant Attorney-General: 

Sir: I am instructed by the Secretary of War to inform you, in reply 
to your communication of the Ist instant, that John B. Clark was 
arrested for rebellion and treason, but that he has been since released 
on his parole. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS. T. ECKERT, 
Acting Assistant Secretary. 


GENERAL WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Court MARTIAL ORDERS, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 607. Washington, November 6, 1865. 


I. Before a military commission which convened at Washington, 
D. C., August 23, 1865, pursuant to paragraph 3, Special Orders, No. 
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453, dated August 23, 1865, and paragraph 13, Special Orders, No. 524, 
dated October 2, 1865, War Department, Adjutant-General’s Office, 
Washington, and of which Maj. Gen. Lewis Wallace, U. 8. Volunteers, 
is president, was arraigned and tried— 


Henry Wirz. 


CuarcE I: Maliciously, willfully, and traitorously, and in aid of the then existing 
armed rebellion against the United States of America, on or before the 1st day of 
March, A. D. 1864, and on divers other days between that day and the 10th day of 
April, 1865, combining, confederating, and conspiring, together with John H. Winder, 
Richard B, Winder, Joseph [Isaiah H.] White, W. S. Winder, R: R. Stevenson, and 
others unknown, to injure the health and destroy the lives of soldiers in the military 
service of the United States, then held and being prisoners of war within the lines 
of the so-called Confederate States, and in the military prisons thereof, to the end 
that the armies of the United States might be weakened and impaired, in violation 
of the laws and customs of war. 4 , 

Specification.—In this, that he, the said Henry Wirz, did combine, confederate, and 
conspire with them, the said John H. Winder, Richard B. Winder, Joseph [Isaiah H.] 
White, W. S. Winder, R. R. Stevenson, and others whose names are unknown, citi- 
zens of the United States aforesaid, and who were then engaged in armed rebellion 
against the United States, maliciously, traitorously, and in violation of the laws of 
war, to impair and injure the health and to destroy the lives—by subjecting to tor- 
ture and great suffering; by confining in unhealthy and unwholesome quarters; by 
exposing to the inclemency of winter and to the dews and burning sun of summer; 
by compelling the use of impure water; and by furnishing insufficient and unwhole- 
some food—of large numbers of Federal prisoners, to wit, the number of 30,000 
soldiers in the military service of the United States of America, held as prisoners of 
war at Andersonville, in the State of Georgia, within the lines of the so-called Con- 
federate States, on or before the Ist day of March, A. D. 1864, and at divers times 
between thatday and the 10th day of April, A. D. 1865, to the end that the armies of 
the United States might be weakened and impaired, and the insurgents engaged in 
armed rebellion against the United States might be aided and comforted. And he, 
the said Henry Wirz, an officer in the military service of the so-called Confederate 
States, being then and there commandant of a military prison at Andersonville, in 
the State of Georgia, located, by authority of the so-called Confederate States, for 
the confinement of prisoners of war, and, as such commandant, fully clothed with 
authority, and in duty bound to treat, care, and provide for such prisoners held as 
aforesaid as were or might be placed in his custody according to the law of war, 
did, in furtherance of such combination, confederation, and conspiracy, and incited 
thereunto by them, the said John H. Winder, Richard B. Winder, Joseph [Isaiah H.] 
White, W. S. Winder, R. R. Stevenson, and others whose names are unknown, mali- 
ciously, wickedly, and traitorously confine a large number of such prisoners of war, 
soldiers in the military service of the United States, to the amount of 30,000 men, in 
unhealthy and unwholesome quarters, in a close and small area of ground wholly 
inadequate to their wants and destructive to their health, which he well knew and 
intended; and, while there so confined during the time aforesaid, did, in further- 
ance of his evil design, and in aid of the said conspiracy, willfully and maliciously 
neglect to furnish tents, barracks, or other shelter sufficient for their protection 
from the inclemency of winter and the dews and burning sun of summer; and iss 
such evil intent did take, and cause to be taken, from them their clothing, blankets, 
camp equipage, and other property of which they were possessed at the time of 
being placed in his custody; and, with like malice and evil intent, did refuse fo 
furnish, or cause to be furnished, food either of a quality or quantity sufficient ° 
preserve health and sustain life; and did refuse and neglect to furnish paid kn al 
for cooking in summer and to keep the said prisoners warm in winter; and Be 
compel the said prisoners to subsist upon unwholesome food, and that in Ps 
quantities entirely inadequate to sustain health, which he well knew; aes a 
compel the said prisoners to use unwholesome water, recking with the filt ne 
garbage of the prison and prison guard, and the offal and drainage of ity la - 
honse of said prison, whereby the prisoners became greatly reduced in their bodily 
strength, and emaciated and injured in their bodily health; their minds impaired 
and their intellects broken; and many of them, to wit, the number of i Mae meee 
names are unknown, sickened and died by reason thereof, which he, the ee b ett 
Wirz, then and there well knew and intended; and, so knowing and see y z ak 
ae eae ag Ru wood atat ice for ihe rentoration of thet 

i necessary medicine and medical attend: r L 
heaven t and did how inety, aa ‘4 ee apnea wie Gat’ peuper raiae ay 
i mit them to languish and die from want o i ) ; tent. 
Noa lis eal Henry Wirz, still pursuing his evil purpose, did permit to remain in 
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the said prison, among the emaciated sick and languishing living, the bodies of the 
dead, until they perce corrupt and Joathsome and filled the air with fetid and 
noxious exhalations, and thereby greatly increased the un wholesomeness of the 
prison, insomuch that great numbers of said prisoners, to wit, the number of 1,000, 
whose names are unknown, sickened and died by reason thereof. And the said 
Henry Wirz, still pursuing his wicked and cruel purpose, wholly disregarding the 
usages of civilized warfare, did, at the time and place aforesaid, maliciously and 
willfully subject the prisoners aforesaid to cruel, unusual, and infamous punish- 
ment upon slight, trivial, and fictitious pretenses, by fastening large balls of iron 
to their feet, and binding large numbers of the prisoners aforesaid closely together 
with large chains around their necks and feet, so that they walked with the reatest 
difficulty—and, being so confined, were subjected to the burning rays of the sun, 
often without food or drink for hours, and even days—from which said cruel 
treatment large numbers, to wit, the number of 00, whose names are unknown, 
sickened, fainted, and died. And he, the said Wirz, did further cruelly treat and 
injure said prisoners by maliciously confining them within an instrument of torture 
called the ‘‘stocks,” thus depriving them of the use of their limbs, and forcing them 
to lie, sit, and stand for many hours without the power of changing position, and 
being without food or drink, in consequence of which many, to wit, the number of 
thirty, whose names are unknown, sickened and died. And he, the said Wirz, still 
wickedly pursuing his evil purpose, did establish and cause to be designated within 
the prison inclosure containing said prisoners, a ‘‘dead-line,” being a line around 
the inner face of the stockade or wall inclosing said prison, and about twenty feet 
distant from and within said stockade; and having so established said dead-line, 
which was in many places an imaginary line, and in many other places marked by 
insecure and shifting strips of boards nailed upon the top of small and insecure 
stakes or posts, he, the said Wirz, instructed the prison guard stationed around the 
top of said stockade to fire upon and kill any of the prisoners aforesaid who might 
touch, fall upon, pass over or under or across the said ‘‘ dead-line.” Pursuant to 
which said orders and instructions, maliciously and veedlessly given by said Wirz, 
the said prison guard did fire upon and kill a large number of said prisoners, to 
wit, the number of about 300. And the said Wirz, still pursuing his evil purpose, 
did keep and use ferocious and bloodthirsty beasts, dangerous to human life, called 
bloodhounds, to hunt down prisoners of war aforesaid who made their escape from 
his custody, and did then and there willfully and maliciously suffer, incite, and 
encourage the said beasts to seize, tear, mangle, and maim the bodies and limbs of 
said fugitive prisoners of war, which the said beasts, incited as aforesaid, then and 
there did, whereby a large number of said prisoners of war, who, during the time 
aforesaid, made their escape and were recaptured, and were, by the said beasts 
then and there cruelly and inhumanly injured, insomugh that many of said prisoners, 
to wit, the number of about fifty died. And the said Wirz, still pursuing his 
wicked purpose, and still aiding in carrying out said conspiracy, did use and cause 
to be used, for the pretended purposes of vaccination, impure and poisonous vaccine 
matter, which said impure and poisonous matter was then and there, by the direc- 
tion and order of said Wirz, maliciously, cruelly, and wickedly deposited in the 
arms of many of said prisoners, by reason of which large numbers of them, to wit, 
100, lost the use of their arms, and many of them, to wit, about the number of 200, 
were so injured that they soon thereafter died. All of which he, the said Henry 
Wirz, well knew and maliciously intended, and in aid of the then existing rebellion 
against the United States, with the view to assist in weakening and impairing the 
armies of the United States, and in furtherance of the said conspiracy and with the 
full knowledge, consent, and connivance of his co-conspirators aforesaid, he, the 
said Wirz, then and there did. it Se 


CHARGE 2: Murder, in violation of the laws and customs of war. 

Specification 1.—In this, that the said Henry Wirz, an officer in the military service 
of the so-called Confederate States of America, at Andersonville, in the State of 
Georgia, on or about the 8th day of July, A. D. 1864, then and there being com- 
mandant of a prison there located, by the authority of the said so-called Confederate 
States, for the confinement of prisoners of war taken and held as such from the 
armies of the United States of America, while acting as said commandant, feloni- 
ously, willfully, and of his malice aforethought, did make an assault, and he, the 
said Henry Wirz, a certain pistol called a revolver then and there loaded and 
charged with gunpowder and bullets, which said pistol the said Henry Wirz in his 
hand then and there had and held to, against, and upon a soldier belonging to the 
Army of the United States, in his, the said Henry Wirz’s, custody, as a prisoner of 
war, whose name is unknown, then and there feloniously, and of his malice afore- 
thought, did shoot and discharge, inflicting upon the body of the soldier aforesaid 
a merce WGERS we ne. Biel pee in consequence of which said mortal 
wound, murderously inflicte the said Henry Wirz, th i ier 
wit, ou the 9th day of July, A.D. ieeupaiedee ee ae Sate pone BRERA eae 
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Specification 2.—In this, that the said Henry Wirz, an officer in the military service 
of the so-called Confederate States of America, at Andersonville, in the State of 
Georgia, on or about the 20th day of September, A. D. 1864, then and there being 
commandant of a prison there located, by the authority of the said so-called Con- 
federate States, for the confinement of prisoners of war taken and held as such from 
the armies of the United States of America, while acting as said commandant, feloni- 
ously, willfully, and of his malice aforethought, did jump upon, stamp, kick, 
bruise, and otherwise injure with the heels of his boots, a soldier belonging to the 
Army of the United States, in his, the said Henry Wirz’s, custody as a prisoner of 
war, whose name is unknown, of which said stamping, kicking, and bruising, 
maliciously done and inflicted by the said Wirz, he, the said soldier, soon thereafter,’ 
to wit, on the 20th day of September, A. D. 1864, died. 

Specification 3.—In this, that the said Henry Wirz, an officer in the military service 
of the so-called Confederate States of America, at Andersonville, in the State of 
Georgia, on or about the 13th day of June, A. D. 1864, then and there being com- 
mandant of a prison there located, by the authority of the said so-called Confederate 
States, for the confinement of #aapysi of war, taken and held as such from the 
armies of the United States of America, while acting as said commandant, feloni- 
ously, and of his malice aforethought, did make an assault, and he, the said Henry 
Wirz, a certain pistol called a revolver then and there loaded and charged with gun- 
powder and bullets, which said pistol the said Henry Wirz, in his hand then and 
there had and held to, against, and upon a soldier belonging to the Army of the 
United States, in his, the said Henry Wirz’s, custody as a prisoner of war, whose 
name is unknown, then and there feloniously, and of his malice aforethought, did 
shoot and discharge, inflicting upon the body of the soldier aforesaid a mortal 
wound with the pistol aforesaid, in consequence of which said mortal wound, 
murderously inflicted by the said Henry Wirz, the said soldier immediately, to wit, 
on the day aforesaid, died. 

Specification 4.—In this, that the said Henry Wirz, an officer in the military service 
of the so-called Confederate-States of America, at Andersonville, in the State of 
Georgia, on or about the 30th day of May, A. D. 1864, then and there being com- 
mandant of a prison there located, by the authority of the said so-called Confed- 
erate States, for the confinement of prisoners of war, taken and held as such from 
the armies of the United States of America, while acting as said commandant, feloni- 
ously, and of his malice aforethought, did make an assault, and he, the said Henry 
Wirz, a certain pistol called a revolver then and there loaded and charged with gun- 
powder and bullets, which said pistol the said Henry Wirz in his hand then and 
there had and held to, against, and upon a soldier belonging to the Army of the 
United States, in his, the said Henry Wirz’s, custody as a prisoner of war, whose 
name is unknown, then and there feloniously, and of his malice aforethought, did 
shoot and discharge, inflicting upon the body of the soldier aforesaid a mortal 
wound with the pistol aforesaid, in consequence of which said mortal wound, 
murderously inflicted by the said Henry Wirz, the said soldier, on the 30th day of 
May, A. D. 1864, died. : : : 

Specification 5.—In this, that the said Henry Wirz, an officer in the military service 
of the so-called Confederate States of America, at Andersonville, in the State of 
Georgia, on or about the 20th day of August, A. D. 1864, then and there being 
commandant of a prison there located, by the authority of the said so-called Con- 
federate States, for the confinement of prisoners of war, taken and held as such from 
the armies of the United States of America, while acting as said commandant, 
feloniously, and of his malice aforethought, did confine and bind with an instrument 
of torture called “the stocks,” a soldier belonging to the Army of the United States, 
in his, the said Henry Wirz’s, custody as a prisoner of war, whose name is unknown, 
in consequence of which such cruel treatment, maliciously and murderously inflicted 
as aforesaid, he, the said soldier, soon thereafter, to wit, on the 30th day of August, 
A. D. 1864, died. 

Specification 6.—In this, that the said Henry Wirz, an officer in the military service 
of the so-called Confederate States of America, at Andersonville, in the State of 
Georgia, on or about the Ist day of February, 1865, then and there being commandant 
of a prison there located, by the authority of the said so-called Confederate States, 
for the confinement of prisoners of war, taken and held as such from the armies of 
the United States of America, while acting as said commandant, felonionsly, and of 
his malice aforethought, did confine and bind within an instrument of torture called 
“the stocks,” a soldier belonging to the Army of the United States, in his, the said 
Henry Wirz’s, custody as a prisoner of war, whose name is unknown, in consequence 
of which said cruel treatment, maliciously and murderously inflicted as aforesaid, 
he, the said soldier, soon thereafter, to wit, on the 6th day of February, A. D. 1865, 
died. 

Specification 7.—In this, that the said Henry Wirz, an officer in the military service 
of the so-called Confederate States of America, at Andersonville, in the State of 


788 PRISONERS OF WAR AND STATE. ETC. 


Georgia, on or about the 20th day of July, A. D. 1864, then. and there being com- 
mandant of a prison there located, by the authority of the said so-called Confederate 
States, for the confinement of prisoners of war, taken and held as such from the 
armics of the United States of America, while acting as said commandant, feloni- 
ously, and of his malice aforethought, did fasten and chain together several per- 
sons, soldiers, belonging to the Army of the United States, in his, the said Henry 
Wirz’s, custody as prisoners of war, whose names are unknown, binding the necks 
and feet of said prisoners closely together, and compelling them to carry great bur- 
dens, +o wit, large iron balls chained to their feet, so that, in consequence of the 
said cruel treatment inflicted upon them by the said Henry Wirz as aforesaid, one of 
said soldiers, a prisoner of war as aforesaid, whose name is unknown, on the 25th 
day of July, A. D. 1864, died. j Art 3 

Specification 8.—In this, that the said Henry Wirz, an officer in the military service 
of the so-called Confederate States of America, at Andersonville, in the State of 
Georgia, on or about the 15th day of May, A. D. 1864, then and there being command- 
ant of a prison there located, by the authority of the said so-called Confederate States, 
for the confinement of prisoners of war, taken and held as such from the armies 
of the United States of America, while acting as said commandant, feloniously, 
willfully, and of his malice aforethought, did order a rebel soldier, whose name is 
unknown, then on duty as a sentinel er guard to the prison of which said Henry 
Wirz was commandant as aforesaid, to fire upon a soldier belonging to the Army of 
the United States, in his, the said Henry Wirz’s, custody as a prisoner of war, whose 
name is unknown; and in pursuance of said order, so as aforesaid maliciously and 
murderously given as aforesaid, he, the said rebel soldier, did, with a musket loaded 
with gunpowder and bullet, then and there fire at the said soldier so as aforesaid 
held as a prisoner of war, inflicting upon him a mortal wound with the musket afore- 
said, of which he, the said prisoner, soon thereafter, to wit, on the day aforesaid, died. 

Specification 9.—In this, that the said Henry Wirz, an officer in the military service 
of the so-called Confederate States of America, at Andersonville, in the State of 
Georgia, on or about the Ist day of July, A. D. 1864, then and there being commandant 
of a prison there located, by a: authority of the said so-called Confederate States, 
for the confinement of prisoners of war, taken and held as such from the armies of 
the United States of America, while acting as said commandant, feloniously, and 
of his malice aforethought, did order a rebel soldier, whose name is unknown, then 
on duty as a sentinel or guard to the prison of which said Wirz was commandant as 
aforesaid, to fire upon a soldier belonging to the Army of the United States, in his, 
the said Henry Wirz’s, custody as a prisoner of war, whose name is unknown; and 
in pursuance of said order, so as aforesaid maliciously and murderously given as 
aforesaid, he, the said rebel soldier, did, with a musket loaded with gunpowder and 
bullet, then and there fire at the said soldier so as aforesaid held as a prisoner of 
war, inflicting upon him a mortal wound with the said musket, of which he, the 
said prisoner, soon thereafter, to wit, on the day aforesaid, died. 

Specification 10.—In this, that the said Henry Wirz, an officer in the military serv- 
ice of the so-called Confederate States of America, at Andersonville, in the State of 
Georgia, on or about the 20th day of August, A. D. 1864, then and there being 
commandant of a prison there located, by the authority of the said so-called Con- 
federate States, for the confinement of prisoners of war, taken and held as such 
from the armies of the United States of America, while acting as said commandant, 
feloniously, and of his malice aforethought, did order a rebel soldier, whose name is 
unknown, then on duty as a sentinel or guard to the prison of which said Wirz was 
commandant as aforesaid, to fire upon a soldier belonging to the Army of the United 
States, in his, the said Henry Wirz’s, custody as a prisoner of war, whose name is 
unknown; and in pursuance of said order, so as aforesaid maliciously and murder- 
ously given as aforesaid, he, the said rebel soldier, did, with a musket loaded with 
gunpowder and bullet, then and there fire at the said soldier so as aforesaid held as 
a prisoner of war, inflicting upon him a mortal wound with the said musket, of 
which he, the said prisoner, soon thereafter, to wit, on the day aforesaid, died. 

_ Specification 11.—In this, that the said Henry Wirz, an officer in the military serv- 
ice of the so-called Confederate States of America, at Andersonville, in the State of 
Georgia, on or about the Ist day of July, A. D. 1864, then and there being command- 
ant of a prison there located, by the authority of the said so-called Confederate 
States, for the confinement of prisoners of war, taken and held as such from the 
armies of the United States of America, while acting as said commandant, feloniously, 
and of his malice aforethought, did cause, incite, and urge certain ferocious and 
bloodthirsty animals, called bloodhounds, to pursue, attack, wound, and tear in 
pieces a soldier belonging to the Army of the United States, in his, the said Henry 
Wirz’s, custody as a prisoner of war, whose name is unknown; and in consequence 
thereof the said bloodhounds did then and there, with the knowledge, encourage- 
ment, and instigation of him, the said Wirz, maliciously and murderously given by 
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him, attack and mortally wound the said soldier, in consequence of which said mor- 
tal wound he, the said prisoner, soon thereafter, to wit, on the 6th day of July, 
A. D. 1864, died. 

_ Specification 12.—In this, that the said Henry Wirz, an officer in the military serv- 
ice of the so-called Confederate States of America, at Andersonville, in the State of 
Georgia, on or about the 27th day of July, A. D. 1864, then and there being com- 
mandant of a prison there located, by the authority of the said so-called Confederate 
States, for the confinement of prisoners of war, taken and held as such from the 
armies of the United States of America, while acting as said commandant, feloni- 
ously, and of his malice aforethought, did order a rebel soldier, whose name is 
unknown, then on duty as a sentinel or guard to the prison of which said Wirz was 
commandant as aforesaid, to fire upon a soldier belonging to the Army of the United 
States, in his, the said Henry Wirz’s, custody as a prisoner of war, whose name is 
unknown; and in pursuance of said order, so as aforesaid maliciously and murder- 
ously given as aforesaid, he, the said rebel soldier, did, with a musket loaded with 
gunpowder and bullet, then and there fire at the said soldier so as aforesaid held as 
pet eg of war, inflicting upon him a mortal wound with the said musket, of 
which said mortal wound he, the said prisoner, soon thereafter, to wit, on the day 
aforesaid, died. 

Specification 13.—In this, that the said Henry Wirz, an officer in the military service 
of the so-called Confederate States of America, at Andersonville, in the State of 
Georgia, on or about the 3d day of August, 1864, then and there being comman- 
dant of a prison there located, by the authority of the said so-called Confederate 
States, for the confinement of prisoners of war, taken and held as such from the 
armies of the United States of America, while acting as said commandant, feloni- 
ously, and of his malice aforethought, did make an assault upon a soldier belonging 
to the Army of the United States, in his, the said Henry Wirz’s, custody as a prisoner 
of war, whose name is unknown, and with a pistol called a revolver, then and there 
held in the hands of the said Wirz, did beat and bruise said soldier upon the head, 
shoulders, and breast, inflicting thereby mortal wounds, from which said beating 
and bruising aforesaid, and mortal wounds caused thereby, the said soldier soon 
thereafter, to wit, on the 4th day of August, A. D. 1864, died. 

To which charges and specifications the accused, Henry Wirz, pleaded not guilty. 


FINDING. 


The court, having maturely considered the evidence adduced, finds the accused, 
Henry Wirz, as follows: 
Charge I. 
Of the specification, guilty, after amending said specification to read as follows: 


In this, that he, the said Henry Wirz, did combine, confederate, and conspire 
with them, the said Jefferson Davis, James A. Seddon, Howell Cobb, John H. 
Winder, Richard B. Winder, Isaiah H. White, W. 8. Winder, W. Shelby Reed, R. R. 
Stevenson, S. P. Moore, [W.J.W.] Kerr (late hospital steward at Andersonville), 
James W. Duncan, Wesley W. Turner, Benjamin Harris, and others whose names are 
unknown, citizens of the United States aforesaid, and who were then engaged in 
armed rebellion against the United States, maliciously, traitorously, and in violation 
of the laws of war, to impairand injure the health and to destroy the lives—by sub- 
jecting to torture and great suffering; by confining in unhealthy and unwholesome 
quarters; by exposing to the inclemency of winter and to the dews and burning sun 
of summer; by compelling the use of impure water, and by furnishing insufficient 
and unwholesome food—of large numbers of Federal prisoners, to wit, the number 
of about 45,000 soldiers in the military service of the United States of America, held 
as prisoners of war at Andersonville, in the State of Georgia, within the lines of the 
so-called Confederate States, on or before the 27th day of March, A. D. 1864, and at 
divers times between that day and the 10th day of April, A. D. 1865, to the end that 
the armies of the United States might be weakened and impaired, and the insur- 
gents engaged in armed rebellion against the United States might be aided and 
Gotten And he, the said Henry Wirz, an officer in the military service of the so- 
called Confederate States, being then and there commandant of a military prison at 
Andersonville, in the State of Georgia, located by authority of the so-called Con- 
federate States for the confinement of prisoners of war, and as such commandant, 
fally clothed with authority, and in duty bound to treat, care, and provide for such 
prisoners, held as aforesaid, as were or might be placed in his custody, according to 
the law of war, did, in furtherance of such combination, confederation, and con- 
spiracy, maliciously, wickedly, and traitorously confine a large number of prisoners 
of war, soldiers in the military service of the United States, to the number of about 
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45,000 men, in unhealthy and unwholesome quarters, in a close and small area of 

round wholly inadequate to their wants and destructive to their health, which 
ie well knew and intended; and, while there so confined during the time aforesaid, 
did, in furtherance of his evil design, and in aid of the said conspiracy, willfully 
and maliciously neglect to furnish tents, barracks, or other shelter sufficient for their 
protection from the inclemency of winter and the dews and burning sun of summet ; 
and with such evil intent did take, and cause to be taken, from them, their clothing, 
blankets, camp equipage, and other property of which they were possessed at the 
time of being placed in his custody; and, with like malice and evil intent, did refuse 
to furnish, or cause to be furnished, food either of a quality or quantity sufficient to 
preserve health and sustain life; and did refuse and neglect to furnish wood suf- 
ficient for cooking in summer and to keep the said prisoners warmin winter; and did 
compel the said prisoners to subsist upon unwholesome food, and that in limited 
quantities, entirely inadequate to sustain health, whigh he well knew; and did 
compel the said prisoners to use unwholesome water, reeking with the filth and. 
garbage of the prison and prison guard and the offal and drainage of the cook-house 
of said prison, whereby the prisoners became greatly reduced in their bodily strength, 
and emaciated and injured in their bodily health; their minds impaired and their 
intellects broken; and many of them, to wit, about the number of 10,000, whose 
names are nnknown, sickened and died by reason thereof, which he, the said Henry 
Wirz, then and there well knew and intended; and, so knowing and evilly intend- 
ing, did refuse and neglect to provide proper lodgings, food, or nourishment for the 
sick, and necessary medicine and medical attendance for the restoration of their 
health; and did knowingly, willfully, and maliciously, in furtherance of his evil 
designs, permit them to languish and die from want of care and proper treatment. 
And the said Henry Wirz, still pursuing his evil purposes, did permit to remain in 
the said prison among the emaciated sick and languishing living, the bodies of the 
dead until they became corrupt and loathsome, and filled the air with fetid and noxious 
exhalations, and thereby greatly increase:l the un wholesomeness of the prison, inso- 
much that great numbers of said prisoners, whose names are unknown, sickened and 
died by reason thereof. And the said Henry Wirz, still pursuing his wicked and 
cruel purpose, wholly disregarding the usages of civilized warfare, did, at the time 
and place aforesaid, maliciously and willfully subject the prisoners aforesaid to cruel, 
unusual, and infamous punishment, upon slight, trivial, and fictitious pretenses, by 
fastening large balls of iron to their feet, and binding numbers of the prisoners 
aforesaid closely together with large-chains around their necks and {eet, so that they 
walked with the greatest difficulty, and being so confined were subjected to the 
burning rays of the sun, often without food or drink for hours, and even days, from 
which said cruel treatment numbers, whose names are unknown, sickened, fainted, 
anddied. And he, the said Wirz, did further cruelly treat and injure said prisoners 
by maliciously tying them up by the thumbs, and willfully confining them within 
an instrument of torture called ‘‘the stocks,” thus depriving them of the use of their 
limbs, and forcing them to lie, sit, and stand for many hours without the power of 
changing position, and being without food or drink, in consequence of which many, 
whose names are unknown, sickened and died. And he, the said Wirz, still wickedly 
pursuing his evil purpose, did establish, and cause to be designated within the prison 
inclosure containing said prisoners, a ‘‘ dead-line,” being a line around the inner face 
of the stockade or wall inclosing said prison, and about twenty feet distant from and 
within said stockade; and having so established said dead-line, which was in some 
places an ieeinary line, and in other places marked by iusecure and shifting strips 
of boards, nailed upon the top of small and insecure stakes or posts, he, the said 
Wirz, instructed the prison guard stationed around the top of said stockade to fire 
upon and kill any of the prisoners aforesaid who might fall upon, pass over or under or 
across the said dead-line; pursuant to which said orders and instructions, maliciously 
and needlessly given by said Wirz, the said prison guard did fire upon and kill a 
number of said prisoners. And the said Wirz, still pursuing his evil purpose, did 
keep and use ferocious and bloodthirsty dogs, dangerous to human life, to hunt down 
prisoners of war aforesaid who made their escape from his custody; and did then 
and there willfully and maliciously sutter, incite, and encourage the said dogs to 
seize, tear, mangle, and maim the bodies and limbs of said fugitive prisoners of war, 
which the said dogs, incited as aforesaid, then and there did, whereby a number of 
said prisoners of war, who, during the time aforesaid, made their escape and were 
recaptured, died. And the said Wirz, still pursuing his wicked purpose, and still 
aiding in carrying out said conspiracy, did cause to be used for the pretended pur- 
poses of vaccination, impure and poisonous vaccine matter, which said impure and 
poisonous matter was then and there, by the direction and order of said Wirz, mali- 
ciously, cruelly, and wickedly deposited in the arms of many of said prisoners, by 
reason of which large numbers of them lost the use of their arms, and many of them 
were so injured that they soon thereafter died. All of which he, the said Henry 
Wirz, well knew and maliciously intended, and in aid of the then existing rebellion 
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against the United States, with a view to assist in weakening and impairing the 
armies of the United States, and in furtherance of the said conspiracy, and with 
the full knowledge, consent, and connivance of his co-conspirators aforesaid, he, the 
said Wirz, then and there did. 
Of the charge, guilty, after amending said charge to read as follows: 

Maliciously, willfully, and traitorously, and in aid of the then existing armed 
rebellion against the United States of America, on or before the 27th day of March, 
A. D. 1864, and on divers other days between that day and the 10th day of April, 
A. D. 1865, combining, confederating, and conspiring, together with Jefferson Davis, 
James A. Seddon, Howell Cobb, John H. Winder, Richard B. Winder, Isaiah H. White, 
W. 8S. Winder, W. Shelby Reed, R.R. Stevenson, S. P. Moore, [W. J. W.] Kerr (late 
hospital steward at Andersonville), James W. Duncan, Wesley W. Turner, Benjamin 
Harris, and others unknown, to injure the health and destroy the lives of soldiers in 
the military service of the United States, then held and being prisoners of war within 
the lines of the so-called Confederate States, and in the military prisons thereof, to 
the end that the armies of the United States might be weakened and impaired, in 
violation of the laws and customs of war. 


Charge II. 


Of the first specification, guilty, adding the words ‘‘or about” immediately before 
the phrase “‘ the 9th day of July.” 

Of the second specification, guilty. 

Of the third specification, guilty, after striking out “June” and inserting instead 
“September.” 

Of the fourth specification, not guilty. 

Of the 5th specification, guilty, after striking out the phrase ‘‘on the 30th day” 
and inserting instead the phrase ‘‘on or about the 25th day.” 

Of the sixth specification, guilty, after striking out the word “1st” and inserting 
“15th,” and also striking out the phrase ‘‘on the 6th day” and inserting instead 
the phrase ‘‘on or about the 16th day.” 

Of the seventh specification, guilty, after striking out the word “20th” and 
inserting instead the word “1st,” and also after inserting “‘or about” immediately 
before the phrase “the 25th day.” 

Of the eighth specitication, guilty. 

Of the ninth specification, guilty. 

Of the tenth specification. not guilty. 

Of the eleventh specification, guilty, after striking out the word “1st” and insert- 
ing instead the word ‘‘6th;” after striking out also the phrase ‘‘incite and urge” and 
the phrase ‘“‘encouragement aud instigation” and by adding the words ‘or about” 
after the word ‘‘on,” where it occurs in the specification; and also after striking out 
the phrase “animals called bloodhounds” and inserting the word ‘‘dogs;” and also 
striking out the word ‘‘bloodhounds” where it afterward occurs and insert the 
word ‘‘dogs;” and also striking out the words ‘‘given by him.” 

Of the twelfth specification, guilty. 

Of the thirteenth specification, not guilty. 

Of the charge, guilty. 

SENTENCE. 


And the court does therefore sentence him, Henry Wirz, to be hanged by the neck 
till he be dead at such time and place as the President of the United States may 
direct, two-thirds of the members of the court concurring herein. 

And the court also finds the prisoner, Henry Wirz. guilty of having caused. the 
death, in manner as alleged in specification 11, to charge 2, by means of dogs, of 
three prisoners of war in his custody, and soldiers of the United States, one occur- 
ring on or about the 15th day of May, 1864; another occurring on or about the 11th 
day of July, 1864; another occurring on or about the Ist day of September, 1864; 
but which finding, as here expressed, has not and did not enter into the sentence of 
the court as before given. 


Il. The proceedings, finding, and sentence in the foregoing case having 
been submitted to the President of the United States, the following are 
his orders: 

EXECUTIVE MANSION, November 3, 1865. 

The proceedings, finding, and sentence of the court in the within case are 
approved, and it is ordered that the sentence be carried into execution by the officer 
commanding the Department of Washington on Friday the 10th day of November, 


the hours of 6 o’clock a. m. and 12 o’clock noon. 
1865, between the hours 0 San WL TOHINSON, 


President. 


7192 PRISONERS OF WAR AND STATE, ETC. 


III. ‘Maj. Gen. C. C. Augur, commanding the Department of Wash- 
ington, is commanded to cause the foregoing sentence, in the case of 
Henry Wirz, to be duly executed, in accordance with the President’s 
order. 

IV. The military commission of which Maj. Gen. Lewis Wallace, 
U.S. Volunteers, is president is hereby dissolved.* 

By command of the President of the United States: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WASHINGTON Ciry, November 8, 1865—10 p.m. 
The PRESIDENT: 


Sir: I advise you as a friend, and in the name of God, to reprieve 
Wirz, and then pardon him—at least commute to imprisonment for life, 
which probably will not be long. Mercy will become you before the 
people; it will be acceptable to God. The praise of the vulgar, who 
thirst for his blood, will be no honor to you. Wirz is a poor, sick, suffer- 
ing man. As to his culpability I think it limited. He had the great 
responsibility of retaining 40,000 restless men, and if they had escaped 
he would have been shot by the desperate secesh gubernatives. As to 
Wirz’s hard speeches, thousands of men who speak thus are not cruel— 
often have traits of kindness. Again, I advise you, Mr. President, to 
be merciful. It will be safest, I think, for your conscience in those dark 
days that are sure to come to you, as they come to every man at last. 
Wirz is a miserable man. Let him not in friendship be singled out for 
the “wrath of the law.” I never saw Wirz, nor any one related to him, 
and I have no voice in his behalf. I am a Northern man and a Union 
man, Striving hard for it during the whole of the war at much expense, 
and without any reward, or wishing for any. 

I am, sir, your friend, ESTWICK EVANS. 


WASHINGTON City, November 9, 1865—12 m. 
Mr. PRESIDENT: 


Sir: I sent you a letter this morning, dated last evening, and 
indorsed, “Very important.” I pray you toopen it. The course I sug- 
gest would strike happily upon the ear of the nation as a whole—now 
whole—and upon the world at large. Such unexpected clemency would 
be like the ‘dew of Hermon,” speaking of thecharity of God. Remem- 
ber, sir, that Wirz is one lone, feeble man, and no shining mark. The 
law can gain nothing by his execution, but humanity and pity, broader 
than the law, can gather laurels outside of it. And forget not that the 
dead have already forgiven him in advance. And it should be borne in 
mind that war is not civil life. Itis rough and cruel, and thousands 
even of our own soldiery have not been too merciful. That God may 
guide you is my prayer.” 

Your friend, ESTWIOCK EVANS. 
WASHINGTON, D. C., November 9, 1865. 
His Excellency the PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 
_In the annals of civil war there is known to me no greater concep- 
tion of atrocity than the prison pen at Andersonville, Ga. It could. 


*For summary of the proceedings, &c., of the trial of Henry Wirz, see Executive 
Document No. 23, House of Representatives, Fortieth Congress, second session. 
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have only been conceived and countenanced by hearts and souls for- 
eign to every principle of Christianity and devoid of any affinity for 
republican institutions. Who were the conceivers?) Whoselected the 
most depraved objects of humanity to carry out most hellish designs? 
Was it Henry Wirz, condemned to be hung to-morrow? Your Excel- 
lency will bear me out it was not, and will admit that he was only the 
detestable tool of morsters in human form. Shall the band suffer for 
the arm that wielded it, for the soul and mind that controlled its ulti- 
matum of crime? Man can punish the body; God alone can call the 
soul to account. Your Excellency can cut off one of the many hands 
which were guilty of crime at Andersonville, but can surely never 
expect to reach those who conceived these horrors and retained in 
position the perpetrators. Heury Wirz, born of most estimable 
parents, reared and nurtured in your great and generous Republic, a 
husband and a father, whose wife and children are natives thereof, 
this abject being, born in old Switzerland, proverbial for magnanimity 
toward enemies, and where a Congress having for its special object the 
amelioration of the condition of prisoners of war was first conceived, 
must he be hung? Must his already ebbing life become the sacrifice 
for deeds which he had purposely been placed and retained in power 
to perform? Does the great body of the American people demand 
that to the deplorable multitude of widows and orphans caused by the 
late sinful rebellion, another widow, other orphans shall be added? 
Oh, no, it cannot be. Your own magnanimous heart tells youso. The 
spirit of Christianity pleads for the mother and her children, and jus- 
tice will bide its time as it does in all wickedness on earth. 

Thrilled as I am with horror when the bare name of Andersonville 
is mentioned, my heart is no less thrilled when I think of the innocent 
widow and orphan who see the constant specter of a husband and 
father on the gallows before them. ° 

For the credit of the two Republics who gave birth and fostered this 
errant child, Henry Wirz, if in Your Excellency’s judgment, tempered 
with the mercy of our Redeemer upon the cross, you can possibly spare 
this additional sacrifice of life, I beseech you to do so by commuting 
the sentence of Henry Wirz to solitary coufinement for life. The har- 
rowing thoughts which must then constantly be his companions will 
inflict a greater and far more impressive penalty for any crimes he may 
be guilty of against fellow-man than death in his present condition. 

Be assured, Your Excellency, that I plead for the life of Wirz as I 
would for the man who had murdered my brother, and that whatever 
action you may take in the matter now | feel confident will be the 
result of prayerful thought and judgment sought at the throne of the 
Judge of Judges. 

I have the honor to remain, Your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 
the consul-general of Switzerland, 

JOHN HITZ. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: 

I have not been able to see you privately. I shall certainly not ask 
you to do anything which is not right and proper. But still I beseech 
you to see me for but a few minutes. My well-known attachment 
toward you lets me hope that you will not refuse me. Be so kind and 


it ine to see you. 
permit in iy: LOUIS SCHADE. 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE, Washington, D. O., November 9, 1865. 
Governor O. P. Morton, Indianapolis, Ind. : 


Your letter of the 6th instant received.* You will see an explanation 
in a few days published why Mr. Davis has not been brought to trial, 


which will I trust be satisfactory. 
ANDREW JOHNSON, 
President. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE GULF, 
New Orleans, La., November 10, 1865. 
Hon. BE. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 
Sir: I respectfully recommend the release of J. B. Olark, ex-Confed- 
erate Senator from Missouri, now confined at Fort Jackson. 
He is not in good health and is very despondent. His mind is 
becoming very much affected by anxiety for his family and himself. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, U. S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 
Washington, D. C., November 11, 1865. 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL OF THE ARMY: 


Srr: I have the honor to report that the sentence and orders of the 
President in case of Henry Wirz, as promulgated in General Court- 
Martial Orders, No. 607, dated War Department, Adjutant-General’s 
Office, Washington, November 6, 1865, have been duly executed, between 
the hours of 10 and 11 a. m, yesterday, November 10, and his body has 
been interred by the side of ‘‘ Atzerodt” in the ‘‘ Arsenal grounds.” 

lam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. C. AUGUR, 
Major-General of Volunteers; Commanding Department. 


CAHABA, ALA., November 12, 1865. 
Col. D. W. MAGEE, Commanding Post of Selma, Selma Ala.: 


Str: In reference to the Capt. Hiram S. Hanchett case I beg to 
inform you that I have investigated the matter to the best of my 
knowledge, having conversed with the prominent members of the town 
council of this place. Iam prepared to give their testimony as given 
to me in the case; persons who are familiar with the matter, and per- 
sons whose testimony can be relied upon in it, and which goes to show 
that Mr. George W. Hanchett’s statement to the Secretary of War is 
not far from being correct. Concerning the jailer, a Mr. G. G. Ogletree, 
of this place, who, as represented, being the man who invited Captain 
H. to breakfast with him, has been misrepresented. He was not in 
Cahaba at the time. Itwas a Mr. J. A. Haweth, a member of the town 
council at the time. He states that at or near the time of the Wilson 
raid into Selma Colonel Jones got frightened and fled across the Alabama 
River to the country, and that the next morning after his flight the 


* Not found. 
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town council met and agreed upon the release of the prisoners, Captain 
B with the rest, who was at that time, as represented, confined in 
the jail, having had charges preferred against him for being a spy by 
Jones. Upon his release from jail Mr. Haweth insisted upon his 
going to breakfast with him, which the Captain did, and that while 
at-the breakfast table Lieutenant (not Captain) Jones, adjutant, and 
three other men came with orders from Jones and took him away, which 
is the last he ever saw of him; but he is confident of his own mind that 
Jones never took him farther than two miles from the town before he 
disposed of him, and that he (Jones) never went near Demopolis, as he 
represents to have done, as the testimony of Mr. A. B. Griffin, who is 
at present residing in this place |shows]. He (Griffir.) states that he was 
notified by Jones (he being in the Bureau of Exchange, at Demopolis) 
that Oaptain Hanchett had been sent there for exchange, but he (Griffin) 
never received him, and that he can with some little time produce the 
records connected with that office. Who this Lieutenant Wilson (as 
represented by Jones) is he knows nothing of and never to his know]l- 
edge heard of him. He is of the same opinion as Haweth that Jones 
never took him near Demopolis. I will here give the names of promi- 
nent men of the place whose testimony corresponds with Haweth’s 
in the case: Mr. Robert J. Travers and Mr. J. Sadler, both of whom I 
have conversed with upon the subject. Haweth remembers the names 
of two of the men who were with Jones, adjutant, when Captain Han- 
chett was demanded from the breakfast table. One was a Mr. P. B. 
Vaughn, a doctor, who is at present residing near Demopolis, and the 
other Phelin Vaughn, jr., by name, and residing near the place, and 
whose testimony I have not been able to ascertain, he keeping out 
of the way since the attempt to arrest Jones last summer; he, it is said, 
can be found at any time. Doctor Whitfield, of Demopolis, I learn, 
was here at the time; but what he kuows in the case I do not know. 
There was also another doctor tending on the prisoner at the time by 
the name of J. S. Dean; he, as I understand, is at present residing in 
New. Hampshire, what part I am not able to ascertain. Having given 
‘the testimony of persons that know something about the affair, and 
persons who are willing to give all the aid in their power to bring the 
guilty to justice, Iam in thebelief that Captain Hanchett was foully 
dealt with and put to death either by Jones and his adjutant, his orders, 
or by his knowledge. It is the belief of citizens of Cahaba that Jones 
can be found in New Orleans, La. Having stated all the facts con- 
cerning the case in my power to find out I will continue it no further. 
Hoping that the report may prove satisfactory, I am, 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. BOGGS, 


Comdg. Company K, Forty-seventh Illinois Infty. 


P. §.Inclosed you will find the papers as requested to be returned. 


War DEPARTMENT, Washington City, November 13, 1865. 
Major-General SHERIDAN, New Orleans: 
You are authorized to release J. B. Clark, a prisoner confined, by 


order of the President, in Fort Jackson. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 
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WASHINGTON, November 14, 1865. 
Hon. Epwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 

Sir: With this I hand you a statement, &c., of the facts and reasons 
for asking from you the discharge from confinement of Mr. Winder. pt 
take this mode, knowing the extreme value of your time, which, if 
irregular, you will please excuse from the motive. I will be at the 
Department to-morrow and next day, with the hope of receiving an 
early decision from you. 

With high respect, Iam, your obedient servant, 
WM. LINN BROWN, 
Of Counsel. 


[Inclosure. } 


WASHINGTON, November 13, 1865. 
Hon. Epwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 

Sir: Having visited Richard Bagley Winder, a prisoner in the state 
Capitol Prison, under the pass you so promptly caused to be issued to 
me as his counsel, I have the honor to address you requesting his 
release, from the following facts, which you will find in the affidavit 
inclosed, and also for the following reasons: 

And first as to the facts stated in his affidavit. That he is a prisoner 
of war as stated. I have seen the original certificate in his possession, 
and the conditions of the said parole are correctly stated in the affida- 
vit, as is also the oath of allegiance taken by him, which clearly to my 
mind entitles him to the benetits of the President’s amnesty procla- 
mation, he coming under none of the reservations contained therein. 
As to the time of his entrance as a prisoner in the Capitol Prison, that 
is verified by the examination of the register of the prison made by me. 
These material facts being established, I have the honor to give the 
reasons why it appears to me his immediate release, as requested, 
should be promptly granted. Mr. Richard B. Winder, though, with 
others, is named as connected with the late Henry Wirz in his trial, I 
cannot find any testimony whatever bringing him in complicity with his 
acts, but the contrary; and as the commission under which he was 
tried, convicted, and executed has been dissolved, I cannot think that 
the Government still retains Mr. Winder as a prisoner to be tried under 
such commission, and if not, I cannot conceive what other charge or 
complaint there can exist against him. The other avermenuts in his 
affidavit I firmly believe to be strictly true, and if doubted can be made 
more satisfactorily clear by proof, if required, and if demanded will be 
promptly supplied. As it may be supposed that Richard B. Winder is 
@ son or near relative of the late General John H. Winder, of the late 
Confederate Army, so called, that is a mistake, he being a very distant 
relative and never under his command, on his staff while at Anderson 
ville, or subordinate to him in his particular department of military 
command. This can be proved to you, if required, to your entire satis- 
faction. 

Under all these circumstances and facts, I think it perfectly consistent 
with justice and the policy laid down for his action by the President to 
ask you, sir, for his prompt discharge from confinement, and that he 
may return to his home and remain there undisturbed under his parole, 
as contracted by the conditions of the convention by which he became 
a prisoner of war, as has been done in so many thousands of analogous 
cases. But to remove all objections to his immediate release, if the 
Government of the United States has really any serious intention at a 
future time to bring Richard B. Winder to a trial on charges as yet 
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unknown or unsuspected by him or his counsel, and fear an evasion of 
their’ jurisdiction by him, we offer on his part his open and faithful 
fulfillment of his parole already performed by him, and, if required, a 
good and sufficient bond of security for such a sum as you may deem 
sufficient, executed by a responsible party, separately or jointly with 
himself, that he will make no evasion to such call, but promptly sur- 
render himself for trial. And finally, to remove all doubts, if any 
exist in your mind or the minds of others in authority, of the respect- 
ability and standing of the prisoner in the opinion of those who know 
him in his own county, I send a copy of a paper in the possession of 
your own officer, General Miles, and which is signed by many who have 
been the firm supporters of the Government in the late rebellion, and, as 
they aver in their statements, that he is the last man, in their belief, to 
be guilty of inhumanity to prisoners in any way. I will state, in addi- 
tion, that his duties were of a character, being those of a quarter- 
master, as not to bring him in personal contact with the prisoners at all. 

Hoping, sir, that this subject will receive your prompt consideration 
and favorable action, 

I am, with high respect, your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM LINN BROWN, 
Of Counsel for Rk. B. Winder. 


{Sub-inclosure No. 1.] 


WASHINGTON, November 13, 1865. 
Richard Bagley Winder, now a prisoner in the Capitol Prison, 
deposes and says: 


I am a paroled prisoner of war. I was paroled as such on the 2d day of May, 1865, 
at Augusta, by General Fry, under the convention between General William T, 
Sherman, of the U. S. forces, commanding, and General Joseph E. Johnston, of 
the C.S, Army. I thereupon immediately came home to Accomac County, on the 
Eastern Shore of Virginia, where I was born, and reported myself as a paroled 
prisoner to John Sample, captain, commanding U. S. forces there, and lived there 
undisturbed until the 9th day of July, A. D. 1865, and on that day went before the 
provost-marshal and took and subscribed the oath required, and parole as a loyal 
citizen of the United States, and received a certificate of the same marked No. 3, 
duly certified and delivered to me and now in my possession, and I remained there 
unmolested and unquestioned as a paroled prisoner of war, having taken the oath 
of allegiance as above stated, up to the 26th day of August, A. D. 1865. On that 
day, namely, on the 26th of August, last past, I was arrested by two officers of the 
U.S. Army, put in irons, and confined in the county jail, and remained incarcerated 
there until the 3ist day of the same month, and on that day removed from the jail 
at Accomac and transported thence to the Old Capitol Prison, in the city of Wash- 
ington, where I have ever since remained as a prisoner. From the time of my arrest 
up to the present time I have never been informed either by my captors (who pro- 
tested to me at the time of my arrest that they knew nothing of the cause of my 
arrest) or any other person or persons, either officially or otherwise, of the cause of 
my arrest or of any charge or charges made or to be made against me by the U. S. 
authoritiés. On the contrary, I have received communications from those holding 
official situations under the Government that upon inquiry on their part no charges 
were filed, as they can discover, against me by the Government. ; 

The deponent further avers that he is a married man and has several children now 
living requiring his presence and support, being under age, and also his property 
and estate require his personal attention, and his business, from which he derives 
the means for their support and education, is utterly prostrated by his incarceration 
asa prisoner. And the deponent further states, in conclusion, that the parole given 
to him as a prisoner and now in his possession reads as follows: 

“The bearer, Richard B. Winder, is a paroled prisoner of the army commanded by 
General Joseph E. Johnston; has permission to go to his home and there remain 
undisturbed, on condition of not taking up arms against the United States until 
properly relieved of the obligation of his parole.” — / 

And that he, the deponcut, has faithfully kept his contract with the Government 
of the United States, and respectfully considers that the Government of the United 
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States, having no charges against him, are bound to fulfill theirs to him by (without 
furtber delay) permitting him to return to his home and there remain undisturbed ; 


and further the deponent saith not. 
"é ; R. B. WINDER, . 
Old Capitol Prison, Washington. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of November, 


A. D. 1885. 
GEORGE R. WALBRIDGE, 
Captain and Military Superintendent, Old Capitol Prison. 


(Sub-inclosure No. 2.] 


AccomAac CouRT-HOUSE, VA., August 29, 1865. 
General MILES: 

Sir: While we know nothing of the connection of Richard B. Winder 
with the late prisons in Georgia or elsewhere, we take pleasure in 
indorsing ,him as a gentleman of high standing and of truth and 
veracity. Until the breaking out of the war he was and now is a 
resident of this county. He was a man of wealth, and particularly 
noted for his generosity, humane disposition, and kind heart. We 
believe that he is the last man to be guilty of inhumanity or ill-treat- 
ment in any way to prisoners.’ We sincerely hope that he may be 


released from imprisonment. 
GEORGE T. GARRISON, 
Attorney at Law. 
[And seventy others. ] 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND., November 14, 1865. 
His Excellency ANDREW JOHNSON, President United States: 


If there is no question of jurisdiction in the way Davis can be 
indicted and tried in Indiana, as the rebel] army, 5,000 strong, under the 
command of General Morgan, invaded the State. Thecourt and grand 
jury are now in session, and if Davis will be sent here for trial (in case 
he is indicted) he will be indicted [sic]. There will be no difficulty in 
getting a jury that will do justice to the Government and to Davis. 

O. P. MORTON, 
Governor of Indiana. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE, Washington, D. 0., November 14, 1865. 
Governor O. P. Morton, Indianapolis, Ind.: 

Jurisdiction is one of the questions which has been much in our way. 
The place of trial must be determined hereafter. If the court and jury 
find true bills against him, it would not interfere with a trial at any 
other place. Bills have been found against him at some two or three 
places in Tennessee, and in this District. 

*“ ANDREW JOHNSON. 


New York, November 16, 1865. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, Secretary of War: 

George Davis, late Attorney-General of the so-called Confederate 
States, has been delivered into my custody by Commander Conroy, of 
the U.S. Navy. What disposition shall I make of him? 

ROBT. MURRAY, 
U. &. Marshal. 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION AND CONFEDERATE. 1799 


‘ \ Wak DEPARTMENT, 
Washington Oity, November 16, 1865—4.30 p. m. 


ROBERT MURRAY, Esq., U. S. Marshal, New York: 


You will deliver George Davis, late rebel Attorney-General, to Gen- 
eral Burke, at Fort Lafayette, to be held in close custody until further 
order. A copy of this telegram will be authority to General Burke to 
receive the prisoner from you. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War 


WAR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTICE, 
November 16, 1865. 
The SECRETARY OF WAR: 


Respectfully returned.* In a report made from this Bureau on the 
3d instant it was stated that— 
While the evidence on the trial of Wirz was deemed by the court to implicate 
R. B. Winder in the conspiracy against the lives of Federal prisoners in rebel hands, 
no such specific overt acts of violation of the laws of war are as yet fixed upon him 
as to make it expedient to prefer formal charges and bring him to trial. 

Such being the state of the proof, it is advised that he be released 
and allowed to resume his former status of prisoner of war on parole. 

J. HOLT, 
Judge-Advocate-General. 


WASHINGTON City, D. C., November 22, 1865. 
Hon. EDWIN M. STanton, Secretary of War: 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following statement as my gen- 
eral report for the current year on the subject of the exchange of pris- 
onérs of war; in doing which I find it necessary to revert to some facts 
of a precedent date in order that the subject may be the better under- 
stood. 

At an early period of the rebellion a cartel for the exchange of 
prisoners was agreed upon in conformity with the authority of the Pres- 
ident, as communicated to General Dix by the Secretary of War in 
the following dispatch, which contains on its face an important limita- 
tion, carefully guarding against any recognition of the rebel govern- 
ment, the object having expressly in view the humane purpose of 
extending relief to prisoners of war: 

Wark DEPARTMENT, Washington City, July 12, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. Joun A. Dix, Fort Monroe: 
The President directs me to say that he authorizes you to negotiate a general 
exchange of prisoners with the enemy. : , 

You will take immediate measures for that purpose, observing proper caution 

against any recognition of the rebel government and confining the negotiation to the 


subject of exchange. The cartel between the United States and Great Britain has 
been considered a proper regulation as to the relative exchange value of prisoners, 


EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 
The agreement, signed by General Dix on the part of the Govern- 
ment, and General Hill onthe part of the rebels, was duly announced in 
public orders by authority dated War Department, Adjutant-General’s 
Office, Washington, September 25, 1862, a copy of which is hereunto 


aunexed.t 


* Probably Brown to Stanton, November 14, p. 796, 
tSee Vol. IV, this series, p. 555. 
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So long as the cartel for the exchange of prisoners was respected in 
the South it was faithfully observed by the Government, and there is no 
doubt that its faithful execution would have been continued by the 
Government until the end of the war, unless properly revoked by 
competent authority, if the rebel authorities had not most distinctly 
violated its terms, under circumstances, indeed, of great aggravation. 

The first indication on the part of the rebels of a disposition to dis- 
regard the cartel became public through a message by Jefferson Davis 
to the rebel Congress, in which, after alluding to the proclamation of 
the President announcing emancipation, he makes use of the following 
language: 

I shall, unless in your wisdom you deem some other course more expedient, deliver 
to the several State authorities all commissioned officers of the United States that 
may hereafter be captured by our forces in any of the States embraced in the procla- 
mation, that they may be dealt with in accordance with the laws of those States 
providing for the punishment of criminals engaged in exciting servile insurrection. 

This announcement of Mr. Davis was made January 12, 1863, and 
received the modified approval of the rebel Congress, as shown in the 
following sections of an act approved May 1, 1863, to wit: 

Src. 4. That every white person, being a commissioned officer, or acting as such, 
who, during the present war, shall command negroes or mulattoes in arms against 
the Confederate States, or who shall arm, train, organize, or prepare negroes or 
mulattoes for military service against the Confederate States, or who shall volun- 
tarily aid negroes or mulattoes in any military enterprise, attack, or conflict in such 
service, shall be deemed as inciting servile insurrection, and shall, if captured, be 
put to death, or be otherwise punished at the discretion of the court. 

Src. 5. Every person, being a commissioned officer or acting as such in the service 
of the enemy, who shall during the present war excite, attempt to excite, or cause 
to be excited, a servile insurrection, or who shall incite, or cause to be incited, p slave 


to rebel, shall, if captured, be put to death, or be otherwise punished at the discre- 
tion of the court. 


* * * * * * * 

Sec. 7. All negroes and mulattoes who shall be engaged in war or be taken in arms 
against the Confederate States, or shall give aid or comfort to the enemies of the 
Confederate States, shall, when captured in the Confederate States, be delivered to 
the authorities of the State or States in which they shall be captured, to be dealt 
with according to the present or future laws of such State or States. 

When the message just referred to became known to the President, 
he saw at once the necessity of meeting it, and gave instructions to 
retain such rebel officers as might be captured, in order to be in a posi- 
tion to check the rebel Government and restrain the execution of its 
avowed purpose, in violation of the cartel. 

This proceeding, initiated by the rebel Government in violation of 
the cartel, ultimated in the cessation of exchanges, which, as the his- 
tory of the matter shows, became unavoidable, and was entirely due to 
the rebel Government. 

Coincident with the proceedings with regard to the exchange of pris- 
oners of war, the rebels inaugurated a system of seizing unoffending 
citizens of the United States and subjecting them to maltreatment, in 
various ways, in order to effect a particular object, which became appar- 
ent when a demand was made for their release. For this purpose quite 
a number of citizens of Pennsylvania were carried into captivity by 
General Lee when he penetrated into that State in 1863. 

_ When a demand was made for the release of this class of prisoners 
it was met by a most positive declaration that no citizen prisoner in 
rebel hands should be released unless the Government would enter into 
an agreement with the rebel authorities not to arrest any one on 
account of his opinions or on account of his sympathy with the rebel 
cause; and this declaration was repeated again and again by the 
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rebel authorities whenever the Government demanded the release or 
exchange of said citizen prisoners. 

It will require but the slightest glance at this subject to convince 
any one of the utter impossibility of acquiescing in the demand of the 
rebel authorities as a prerequisite to the release of the citizens thus 
held in bondage. Such an agreement on the part of the United States 
would have been a virtual acknowledgment of the independence of the 
rebel (tovernment, and would have foreclosed all proceedings of the 
United States against all persons whomsoever engaged in the crime of 
treason and rebellion. It was absolutely impossible to acquiesce in the 
demand of the South on that point, and this is the reason why this 
class of prisoners was beyond the reach of the Government, except 
through the power of its armies, which finally settled the entire ques- 
tion by putting an end to the rebellion itself. 

At the commencement of the cessation of exchanges the rebels held a 
few prisoners of war over and above the number of rebels held by the 
Government, but the capture of Vicksburg and Port Hudson threw the . 
balance largely the other way; and, as the prisoners captured by Gen- 
eral Grant and General Banks were left in the South on parole, the 
rebel authorities determined to make use of them, not merely in viola- 
tion of the cartel, but in open contempt of the laws of war. They first 
ordered that body of men to be assembled at a place called Enterprise, 
in Mississippi, on pretense of facilitating measures for their supplies, 
but in reality with the distinct purpose, as we are now compelled to 
believe, of throwing them into the rebel ranks to meet the anticipated 
conflict which, it was seen, was near at hand in East Tennessee, and 
which accordingly took place at the memorable battles of Chickamauga 
and Chattanooga; in which battles many of the captured prisoners 
paroled in the South by Generals Grant and Banks took part without 
having been duly exchanged, although the rebel authorities made an 
ex parte declaration of exchange in their favor without proper authority, 
which was protested against by the United States. 

It must be understood that the rebels might at any time have 
resumed the system of exchange agreed upon in the cartel by receding 
from the assumed right of disposing of captured Union officers as 
required in the act passed by the rebel Congress, before alluded to, and 
agreeing to the exchange of colored troops; but they would never 
agree to acknowledge the right of colored troops to treatment due to 
prisoners of war; and as the Government of the United States had 
exercised the right of employing colored troops as a part of the force 
against the rebels, their claim to such protection as’ the Government 
could give was one which did not admit of discussion. 

When the rebels discovered that the suspension of exchanges was 
operating against them they resorted to the horrible expedient of sub- 
jecting the prisoners they held to starvation and exposure to the ele- 
ments, without the protection of quarters or tents, after first robbing 
them of their money and most of their clothing, and without regard to 
seasons or their inclemencies, in the hope of forcing the Government 
into a system of exchanges which should have the effect not only of 
leaving in their hands all the colored prisoners they had taken, but of 
throwing into their ranks the entire body of prisoners held by the Federal 
power, then greatly in excess over the prisoners held by therebels. This 
fact is proved by the declarations of the Richmond papers at the time 
when a few exchanges were made, that the rebel agent, Colonel Ould, 
had not sent over the lines the number of prisoners equivalent to those 
received, but only a proportionate number, the ratio being determined 
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by Colonel Ould, in view of the number of prisoners held in the South 
against those held in the North, the claim to hold in reserve the colored 
prisoners in the South having never been abandoned. This fact was 
further established by the official records of the Commissary-General of 
Prisoners, by which it appeared that, after sending several boat-loads 
of exchanged prisoners each way, the rebels were constantly falling in 
debt. Upon observing this fact, and noticing the publications in Rich- 
mond, I called upon the Commissary-General of Prisoners for a tabular 
statement of the result, and the statement showed an indebtedness in - 
our favor of over 500 men, which statement was handed to the Secretary 
of War, who thereupon directed an order to General Grant to assume 
the entire control of the matter of exchanges, with authority to give 
such orders as he night think proper on the subject. General Grant 
at once reverted to first principles, and directed that Colonel Ould or 
the rebel authorities should be notified that colored troops should be 
treated as prisoners of war when captured; and, as the rebels were not 
_willing to accede to this requirement, no further exchanges were made. 

Upon the receipt at the War Department of the first intelligence of 
the inhuman treatment to which our prisoners were subjected at Rich- 
mond, the Secretary of War, without a moment’s hesitation, gave 
instructious to our agent of exchange at Fort Monroe to send forward 
supplies from the public stores for their relief, and large quantities of 
provisions and clothing were accordingly sent for distribution among 
the prisoners, and every possible effort was made to afford that sort of 
relief, even at the hazard of large portions of the supplies being wasted, 
or, what was worse, misappropriated to the bénefit of our enemies, who, 
it soon appeared, made use of these supplies for their own advantage, 
leaving our prisoners Still to suffer. But even this did not destroy the 
hope of the Secretary that some portion of the supplies would, at least, 
be permitted to reach its destination, and the orders to send that relief 
were left in force until the rebels themselves, shamed, perhaps, by the 
scandalous state of things, then likely to become historical, refused to 
receive any further supplies through the agents of the Government. 

In the meantime the sympathies of friends in the North were natu- 
rally awakened, and large quantities of supplies of all kinds were sent 
to Fort Monroe, whence they were forwarded for the relief of the pris- 
oners at Richmond; but the moment they passed beyond the control of 
our agents they fell into the hands of the most unprincipled and shame- 
less scoundrels that ever disgraced humanity. It is in proof that large 
quantities of supplies furnished by the benevolence of the North for 
the relief of suffering humanity in Southern prisons were piled up in 
sight of the objects for whose relief those supplies were sent, but 
beyond the line of the prison guards; and while the prisoners were 
thus in sight of their own boxes they were not only forbidden to touch 
them but compelled to witness depredations upon them by the guards. 
themselves, who feasted upon their contents, leaving the victims of war 
a prey to that merciless barbarism which will make one of the darkest 
pages in the history of a rebellion which will itself remain an astonish- 
ment to all posterity for its almost causeless existence. 

Many have supposed that it was in the power of the Government to 
afford relief to the prisoners in the South by a resort to retaliatory 
treatment of rebel prisoners in the North. It is difficult to meet a sug- 
gestion of this kind by an appeal to the instincts of civilized humanity, 
because the mere Suggestion supposes the absence of those instincts, 
and implies a willingness to see the public sentiment degraded into 
barbarism, which would have ‘put the nation itself on the footing of 
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Savages, whose only excuse for their barbarity is their ignorance and 
their exclusion from the civilized world. The day must come when every 
true American will be proud of the reflection that the Government was 
strong enough to crush the rebellion without losing the smallest ele- 
ment of its humanity or its dignity, and stands before the world unim- 
peached in its true honor and glory. 

It may be observed that no one imagined, prospectively, the horrors 
which came to light at Andersonville, the full enormity of which only 
became known at the close of the military events which ended the war. 
Had they been known when at their worst the Government would 
have had the choice of but three measures: First, the rebel prisoners 
might have been sent South, we to receive in return such white pris- 
oners as they might have held, leaving the colored troops to their fate; 
second, a resort to retaliatory measures; or, lastly, for the country to 
wage the war with increased zeal to bring it to a legitimate end. No 
man can doubt which of these plans the Northern people would have 
approved if submitted to them, and the Government only assumed to 
represent the people in the question. 

It ought to be mentioned here, as a beautiful illustration of the 
moral sublime, that among the many memorials, some of them very 
numerously signed, which reached the War Department, praying for 
relief to Federal prisoners suffering in the South, in nearly all of them 
there was an express protest against a resort to retaliation. And what 
was the real effect of the barbarity upon the prisoners in the South? 
Certainly it was most deplorable and shocking upon individuals for the 
time being; but no one whose moral eyes are open can fail to see that 
it became in many ways a signal step, under the guidance of Provi- 
dence, for bringing the rebel cause to destruction. It strengthened the 
feeling in the North in favor of warlike and determined measures 
against rebellion; it sent thousands into the army who took the field 
resolutely determined to punish the authors of a great crime against 
humanity. The enemy might almost literally have felt that it is “a 
terrible thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” 

An erroneous opinion appears to have been circulated, more or less 
widely, with regard to the number of colored Federal troops who fell 
into the hands of the enemy, which makes it important to state that 
the actual number thus exposed to injurious treatment was very much 
greater than has been commonly supposed. This will sufficiently 
appear from the fact that, on the 21st of January, 1865, Lieut. O. O. 
Poppleton, adjutant of the One hundred and eleventh U. S. Colored 
Infantry, addressed a letter, dated at Nashville, Tenn., to Major-General 
Butler, in the following words, to wit: 

J have the honor to inclose herewith a copy of a Mobile paper (rebel) containing, 
over the signature of D. H. Maury, major-general,C. S. Army, the names of 569 
soldiers belonging to the One hundred and sixth, One hundred and tenth, and 
One hundred and eleventh Regiments of U. 8S. Colored Infantry, who were taken 
prisoners by a force of the enemy under Maj. Gen. N. B. Forrest at Athens and 
Sulphur Branch Trestle, Ala.,; on the 24th and 25th of September, 1864, and placed 
at work on the defenses of Mobile, Ala., by order of the rebel authorities. Lieut. 
William T. Lewis, adjutant One hundred and tenth U. S. Colored Infantry, has a 
paper of later date than this, containing the names of nearly 300 more soldiers of the 
same command also at work on the defenses of Mobile. 

This is an official report from the adjutant of the One hundred and 
eleventh Regiment Colored Infantry, showing that there were then, in 
January, 1865, at work on the fortifications about Mobile 569 colored 
soldiers belonging to three regiments ouly; and a reference is made to 
another paper as being at that time in the hands of another officer, 
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an adjutant also of one of those regiments, embracing the names of 
“nearly 300 more soldiers of the same command,” making in all over 
800 colored soldiers of the U. S. Army at work under rebel officers on 
the fortifications around Mobile alone. age 

When the Government determined to employ colored troops in its 
armies the principle was recognized that they were entitled to protec- 
tion; and accordingly it was claimed that the class of troops referred 
to should receive such treatment from the enemy as was due to other 
troops employed in the defense of the Government. The assertion of 
this principle did not depend upon the number of colored troops who 
might at any one time be in the hands of the enemy. Every consider- 
ation of honor and humanity required the assertion of this principle as 
due to the troops employed in the service of the Government; and 
accordingly, in various communications, when the subject required it, 
the Government agents connected with the duties of exchange of prison- 
ers invariably set forward the principle. But this did not prevent the 
exchange of prisoners, man for man and officer for officer. The difficulty 
on this subject was due, first, to the message of Mr. Davis to the rebel 
Congress, already referred to, declaring his purpose to deliver to South- 
ern State authorities such white Union officers as might be captured for 
trial under State laws unknown alike to the laws of Congress and to 
the laws of war; and secondly, to the open contempt of the laws of war, 
as also stated above, in the fact that the rebel authorities released from 
the obligations of their parole a number of rebel prisoners and placed 
them in their ranks without exchange. 

During a brief period prior to the capture of Vicksburg the rebels 
held more prisoners of war than the Government; but after the date of 
that event the case was reversed, and from that time forward the Gov- 
ernment made every effort to obtain exchanges—man for man and officer 
for officer—but without avail, the rebel authorities persistently resisting 
applications for exchange unless the Government would release all rebel 
prisoners, after they had openly violated the cartel themselves, claiming 
that the Government should deliver to them all rebel prisoners, while 
they on their part declared their purpose of withholding from exchange 
such colored prisoners as they might have in their possession. 

It is important to observe here that while this controversy was pend- 
ing we actually held in prison depots in the North about 70,000 prison- 
ers of war, over and above which we had a just and valid claim for more 
than 30,09) men who had been captured and paroled in the South, chiefly 
at Vicksburg and Port Hudson, and who had never been properly 
exchanged; making in all at least 100,000 men whom the rebel authori- 
ties wished to draw from us in exchange for about 40,000 of the white 
troops of the United States, the effect of which would have been to 
throw into the army of General Lee an effective force of about 60,000 or 
40,000 men, in fine health and able in all respects to be put immediately 
into the field against General Grant’s army, or with which General Lee 
might have obtained a disposable force of some 50,000 or more men for 
the purpose of entering the States of the North, and thereby possibly 
compelling General Grant to raise the siege of Richmond or expose the 
Northern States to devastation by the enemy. 

It was the desire of the rebel agent of exchange to avoid making 
special exchanges, in the hope of drawing from us the whole of the 
rebel prisoners of war we held in return for inferior numbers held by 
the enemy. To accomplish that object the rebel commissioner or agent 
of exchange not only declined to make exchanges on equal terms in any 
considerable number, but refused. to make special exchanges, except 
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. under extraordinary influences brought to bear by the friends of inter- 
ested parties; and in repeated instances the rebel agent took care to 
indorse upon special applications the express declaration that he neither 
made nor countenanced such applications. 

In consequence of this state of things, and while there was a hope of 
effecting general exchanges, only a few applications of a special char- 
acter were forwarded over the lines; but when it became apparent that 
a general exchange could not be effected I received your instructions 
to forward all special applications for exchange, in order, as you ex- 
plained the purpose at the time, to afford every possible opportunity 
to extend relief to as many individuals as might have the good fortune 
to secure Southern influences for that object; and great numbers of 
such applications were sent over the lines, most of which, however, 
were never heard from afterward. : 

' Another fact I beg to state in connection with this subject, as a fur- 
ther illustration of the efforts of the Department to extend relief to 
Federal officers and soldiers imprisoned South, to wit: The rebel author- 
ities resorted to the system of placing individuals in close confinement, 
in alleged retaliation for what on our side was but the legitimate oper- 
ation of the laws of war in the punishment of spies and other offenders 
against those laws. In the endeavor to afford relief in a particular case 
of this kind the rebel agent seized the opportunity of proposing the 
mutual release and exchange of all prisoners in close confinement, 
although at that time we had no rebel prisoners thus confined except 
by due course of law. This proposition was manifestly unfair, and a 
recovered letter from the rebel agent has shown that he knew it was so. 
Nevertheless, the proposition was accepted by your orders, and although 
it effected the release of some criminals belonging to the*’rebel army, it 
carried relief to a number of Federal officers and soldiers in the South, 
who thus obtained liberation, the concession on your part having had 
in view the relief it promised, and to some extent effected, in favor of 
a few of our officers and soldiers. 

The recovered letter alluded to was dated at City Point, March 17, 
1863, and addressed to Brigadier-General Winder, in the following 
words: 

Sir: A flag-of-truce boat has arrived with 350 political prisoners, General Barrow 
and several other prominent men amongst them. I wish you to send me at 4 o’clock 
Wednesday morning all the military prisoners (except officers) and all the political 
prisoners you have. If any of the political prisoners have on hand proof enough to 
convict them of being spies, or of having committed other offenses which should 
subject them to Gasistinent, so state oppusite their names. Also, state whetheryou 
think, under all circumstances, they should be released. The arrangement I have 
made works largely in our favor. We get rid of a set of miserable wretches and 
receive some of the best material I ever saw. Tell Captain Turner to put down on 
the list of political prisoners the names of Edward G. Eggling and Eugenia Ham- 
mermister.’ The President is anxious they should get off. Theyareherenow. This, 
of course, is between ourselves. If you have any female political prisoner whom you 
can send off safely to keep her company I would like youtosend her. Two hundred 
and odd more political prisoners are on their way. I would be more full in my com- 


munication if I had time. 
Yours, truly, RO. OULD, 


Agent of Exchange. 


It should be noticed in this report that when the subject of exchange 
became embarrassing, because of the unwillingness of the enemy to 
exchange man for man, he demanding all of the rebel prisoners we held 
in exchange for the white prisoners held by him, Major-General Halleck, 
by the direction of the Secretary of War, made an effort to obtain 
exchanges on equal terms. For this purposé he sent a flag of truce to 
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General Lee, then in force on the Rapidan, and proposed that species, 
of exchange; but General Lee declined to act upon the proposition, and 
answered, evidently in accordance with instructions from Richmond, 
that the subject of exchange was in the hands of a commissioner and 
he preferred to have nothing to do with it. 

As a further effort to obtain this class of exchanges the Secretary 
authorized various commanders, distant from Washington, to open com- 
munications with the enemy and to effect exchanges whenever they 
could be made on equal terms. In the midst of these difficulties I was 
painfully impressed with the-impossibility of effecting exchanges on 
equal terms with Judge Ould; and having understood that General 
Butler was of the opinion that, if empowered to do so, he could make 
exchanges, I addressed a note to the Secretary of War and proposed 
to withdraw from the position of commissioner of exchange in favor 
of any officer who could accomplish so desirable a result; upon which, 
however, the Secretary did not see fit to make an order. A few days 
after this I was sent for from the War Office, where I found the Secre- 
tary in conversation with General Halleck on the subject of exchanges. 
The Secretary then informed me that General Butler had expressed 
the opinion above stated, and that several members of Congress had 
expressed a similar opinion with regard to General Butler’s ability to 
effect exchanges, if empowered to do so. I at once said to the Secre-. 
tary, “If General Butler is of opinion that he can make exchanges I 
think, sir, you had better let him try.” He then said that it was his 
wish that I should go to Fort Monroe and confer upon General Butler 
the requisite power by his authority; and he thereupon wrote, in the 
presence of General Halleck and myself, the following order: 


Wak DEPARTMENT, Washington, December 16, 1863. 
Major-General HitcHcock, Commissioner of Exchange of Prisoners: 

GENERAL: You will proceed immediately to Fort Monroe and take any measures 
that may be practicable for the release, exchange, or relief of U. S. officers and 
soldiers held as prisoners by the rebels. 

You are authorized and directed to confer with Major-General Butler on the sub- 
ject, and may authorize him, as special agent, commissioner, or otherwise, to pro- 
cure their release or exchange upon any just terms not conflicting with principles on 
which the Department has heretofore acted in reference to the exchange of colored 
troops and their officers, and not surrendering to the rebels any prisoners without 
just equivalents. You may, if you deem: it proper, relieve General Meredith and 
direct him to report to the Adjutant-General for orders. 

Yours, truly, 
; EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


Within half an hour after the writing of the above order I was on 
my way to Fort Monroe, and on the morning of the 17th of December 
I reported to General Butler. After stating the limitations under 
which he would be-authorized to make exchanges I requested him to 
prepare instructions for himself, giving him the authority he desired, 
in accordance with the orders of the Secretary, stating that when 
ready I would sign thém in the name of or with the authority of the 
Secretary. In two or three hours thereafter I called again upon Gen- 
eral Butler and made the instructions he had prepared official. They 
contained the following paragraphs: 


You are hereby instructed not to make any exchange which shall not return to 
you man for man, officer for officer, of equal rank with those paroled and sent for- 
ward by yourself, regarding, of course, for motives of humanity in the earlier 
SaSpan se; howe picert and men on either side who uave been the longest confined. 

olored troops an eir officers will be put upon an equality i i 
exchanges, as of right, with other troops. an aes 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION AND CONFEDERATE. 807 


_ You are permitted, in conducting the exchange, to waive for the present the con- 
sideration of the questions of parole and excess now pending between the Confed- 
erate belligerent authorities and this Government, leaving them untouched as they 
stand until further interchange of views between those authorities and yourself. 

The above instructions to General Butler will show precisely the 
animus of the Secretary of War on the subject of exchanges. He was 
perfectly willing and anxious to make exchanges, man for man, officer 
for officer, and gave, as must be seen, the fullest power to General 
Butler to effect those exchanges. General Butler in his conversation 
with me expressed no desire to have any other instructions or powers 
committed to him, and appeared to be very contident of his ability to 
accomplish the desired result, giving me in detail many reasons for 
that confidence. I returned to the city of Washington, and within a 
few days the public prints announced General Butler’s first attempt to 
make exchanges and the result. General Butler sent a boat load of 
prisoners under a flag of truce to City Point, where they were offered 
for a like number of Federal troops. It appears that when this was. 
reported to the rebel Government violent indignation was expressed 
by the rebel authorities, on the alleged ground that General Butler was 
an outlaw by the proclamation of Mr. Davis, and that it was an insult 
to employ him to accomplish any result requiring any sort of intercourse 
between him and the rebel authorities; but it was concluded that, inas- 
much as a certain number of their troops were actually within their 
lines as returned prisoners of war, they should be received, and a like 
number of Iederal prisoners should be exchanged for them; but notice 
was given to our agent that no more prisoners would be received in 
that manner, and it was reported at the time that General Butler was 
informed that a flag of truce even should not protect him within the 
rebel lines. 

When this was reported in Washington the President himself, in the 
presence of the Secretary of War, declined to give any order on the 
subject, unwilling te concede to the rebels the right to dictate what 
agents this Government should employ in its public business; but it 
was plain to be seen that the real object of the rebel authorities was to 
avoid making equal exchanges of man for man and officer for officer, 
their purpose being to deliver to us, as before stated, only a propor- 
tionate number of prisoners held by them as against those held by us; 
and because General Butler’s instructions required the exchange of 
man for man, made the employment of General Butler in the business 
of exchange a pretext for refusing those equal exchanges. This was 
evident, because, in point of fact, General Butler did not personally 
appear in the business—that is, he did not accompany the flag of 
truce—and if there had been any disposition on the part of the rebels 
to make equal exchanges they knew those exchanges would be made 
through the agency of another officer and not personally by General 
Butler; and thus the real purpose of the rebels becomes manifest, their 
object being to draw from us all of their own troops in our hands, giv- 
ing us in exchange only such white troops of the Federal forces as they 
might hold. ; ; 

After this experiment by General Butler matters remained in sus- 
pense for some time, no exchanges being made. ; 

At length two Federal officers who had escaped from rebel prisons 
gave me their opinion, in this city, that if we would send to Oity Point 
for exchange a body of 300, 400, or 500 rebel officers, demanding a like 
number in return, the feeling in the South, they believed, would be 
such that the rebel authorities would not dare to refuse the exchange; 
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and if that succeeded, they would not. dare thereafter to refuse to 
exckange private soldiers. I thought very well of this suggestion and 
addressed a note to the Secretary of War, communicating it and recom- 
mending its trial. The Secretary at once accepted the suggestion and 
directed General Canby, then on duty in the War Office, to require 
General Butler to make that trial. But General Butler thought proper 
to send a mixed boat load of officers and men. 

Here, then, was another effort to make exchanges on equal terms. 
The enemy accepted the prisoners sent over the lines but did not return 
a like number. This fact was publicly stated by the newspapers at 
Richmond and was confirmed by official reports received at the office 
of General Hoffman, the Commissary-General of Prisoners, after several 
boat loads had passed. When the purpose of the rebel commissioner 
became apparent, not to make exchanges man for man but only in pro- 
portionate numbers, the fact, with the evidence for it, was submitted 
to the Secretary of War, and then it was, as stated above, that General 
Grant was instructed to take the subject under his own supervision, 
with the result already alluded to. 

Atter General Butler took charge of the duties in connection with 
the exchange of prisoners I was not officially advised of his proceed- 
ings, because he, being of senior rank to myself, made no reports to me; 
but in August, 1864, there was published in the journals of the day a 
letter, over the signature of General Butler, of the highest importance 
in connection with this subject. No official copy was furnished to me 
and I have never seen the letter of Judge Ould to which it refers, the 
authenticity of which, however, is sufficiently vouched in the letter of 
General Butler, which commences, addressed to Judge Ould, in these 
words: 

Sir: Your note to Major Mulford, assistant agent of exchange, under date of the 
10th of August, has been referred tome. You therein state that Major Mulford has 
several times proposed to exchange prisoners respectively held by the two belliger- 
ents, officer for officer and man for man; and that the offerhas also been made by 
other officials having charge of matters connected with the exchange of prisoners, 
and that this proposal has been heretofore declined by the Confederate authorities. 
That yon now consent to the above proposition and agree to deliver to you (Major 
Mulford) the prisoners held in captivity by the Confederate authorities, provided 
you agree to deliver an equal number of officers and men. 

This letter, cited by General Butler, from Colonel Ould shows con- 
clusively by whom the proposition for an equal exchange was originally 
made. It shows also that it had been repeatedly made by the Govern- 
ment and bad been as repeatedly refused by the rebel authorities. 

The matter had been placed in General Butler’s hands, and he 
answered Judge Ould’s letter, asking some preliminary explanations, 
which I believe were never made, and the opportunity of a final action 
upon Judge Ould’s letter was thus cut off by himself. 

The reasons which induced General Butler’s action may no doubt be 
seen, in part at least, in the letter he addressed to Judge Ould, which 
was published in the journals of the day. I have never heard that the 
matter was referred to the Secretary of War, and have never under- 
stood that he gave any order in the premises. 

We learn from General Butler’s letter that Judge Ould did not reach 
his conclusion in reference to Major Mulford’s proposition until a period 
of eight months had elapsed. 

It is impossible to approach the subject of this report without being 
solemnly impressed by a sense of the horrors inflicted upon the prison- 
ers of war in the South; but in making the report I have felt impera- 
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tively called upon to confine myself to facts connected immediately 
with the subject of exchanges, leaving inferences to be drawn by others, 
I attach hereto such official letters aud telegraphic dispatches as have 
either originated in my office or have reached me as may throw light 


upon the subject of this report.* 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
i . E, A. HITCHOOOK, 
Maj. Gen. of Vols., Commissioner for Exchange of Prisoners. 


Documents accompanying the foregoing report. 


Document. 


Stanton to McClellan .. 
Stanton to Dix 


Stanton to Dix (two) 
Stanton to Dix 


Date. 


.| Sept. 25, 1862 
-| July 22, 1862 


Apr. 21, 1862 


-| June 18, 1862 
-| July 8, 1862 


July 14, 1862 
July 16, 1862 


-| July 25, 1862 
-| July 25, 1862 


July 25, 1862 
July 29, 1862 
Mar. 29, 1863 


Apr. 13, 1863 
June 24, 1863 
May 22, 1863 


ENEMA OCG Ce WO aera one eats one nee cians Hone nnie a ieise «som sh May 25, 1863 
PPDONTL OER OW ee ern eet Sete oneness ale ase apis acisle visisicizc\ns sina acl June 29, 1863 
Hitchcock to Butlert ..-. -| Feb. 5, 1864 
SPEEA 0 REACOCDIODOKLT ooo. ~ ct sone man nc§ i oo bER ose crane hsce Bae oes Feb. 9, 1864 
Butler to Hotiman ~ 22. 2 wads sews ne cs estes welvacseumaccs enwceas as Apr. 4,1864 
OO Ss a ee Pee ny ee er Nov. 11, 1863 
LAMIEOM £0 TUICON [one oe ea rene eee state ot cone amacases seats Nov. 11, 1863 
Gtanton ta Meredith ... 7. 2055 2. fas) 3. doh dep ch Sina oe ine 055 4254938 Dec. 2, 1863 
Stantonitoe BaWer ce. «cere ose ae vec coc one ee eae oe + Nap enrsceaen Feb. 10, 1864 
Canby ta. Butler ics) 2tbee Sb eeats isch deine Seelaaices pPaRRe hs ee Ae Feb. 14, 1864 
tantonm to Batlers.... chip am rcpiccere vse. cele cr te wlio peacds> bee anes Mar. 10, 1864 
Ee eee cates ts cons ake oe see aneh cakwaine casein tach pea ecse%e Feb. 29, 1864 
Grant to Stantont-.......-..-....- LSS RE ee tooeo 8 Apr. 17,1864 
Grant tom ntler sss 25 8 6 o 5 - oE ale IE a onc os per aciicoescceccesensels Apr. 17, 1864 
Stanton! to Butlers 2s seo dees eae cece coc na sence sinnesitiais--s-s5 05 <n May 4, 1864 
Grantite Stanton 22>... Sete eee a sae eb = Ma = cao ese taehe sad en! % 
Grant to Halleck t -.. , 
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{Inclosures not elsewhere published. ] 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, November 11, 1863. 
©. C. Futon, Esq., Baltimore, Md. : 

General Meredith has been instructed to transmit any funds that 
mnay be supplied for the use of our prisoners in Richmond. The Govern- 
ment cannot, of course, be responsible that they wil! reach their desti- 
nation. Those who send funds must run that risk. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


WasHineton City, D.C., February 5, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER, Commanding, &c., Fort Monroe: 

Siz: A. D. Richardson and Junius H. Browne, correspondents of 
the New York Tribune, are said to be prisoners in Richmond. I am 
induced to believe that we have some prisoners at Nashville available 
for their exchange. 

Will you be so good as to inform me whether you can accomplish the 
release of the Tribune correspondents, and what you desire may be 
done for that object? 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. A. HITCHCOOK, 
Major-General, U. S. Vols., Com. for Exchange of Prisoners. 


OFFICE OF COMMISSIONER FOR EXCHANGE, 

Fort Monroe, Va., February 9, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. E. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Commissioner for Hachange, Washington, D. C.: 

Siz: Your communication of the 5th instant was received. I shall 
make an effort to negotiate an exchange of the New York Tribune cor- 
respondents with the rebel authogities by the next flag-of-truce boat. 

I have the honor, general, to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General and Commissioner for Hachange. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES, 
In Field, Culpeper Court-House, Va., April 17, 1864. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War, Washington, D. O.: 

I have the honor herewith to inclose for your information a copy of 
my letter of instructions to Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, commanding 
Department of Virginia and North Carolina, touching the exchange 
of prisoners.* 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

U. S. GRANT, 
Tteutenant- General. 


*See Vol. VII, this series, p. 62. 
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City Porn, VA., August 25, 1864—7.30 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEOK, Chief of Staff: 


I see by the Richmond Examiner of to-day that General Canby is 
about exchanging the prisoners captured at Fort Gaines. I hope’ 
General Canby will be instructed to make no more exchanges. It is 
giving the enemy re-enforcements at a time when they are of immediate 
importance to him. 

U. 8S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


City Point, VA., January 16, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECcK, Chief of Staff: 
My order to send prisoners to Fort Monroe does not include the 500 
sent to Morris Island. 
U. 8S. GRANT, 
LTieutenant-General. 


City Point, VA., February 5, 1865—11.30 p. m. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 


Will you please say to the President that Lieutenant Markbreit has 
‘been released from prison and is now on his way North. 

Arrangements for exchange of all prisoners are now complete and 
exchanges will goonrapidly. All but two of those who were in close 
confinement in Richmond are now on the steamer New York. 

1 am also in receipt of communication from General Hayes, acknowl- 
edging receipt of supplies of clothing for our prisoners, and the com- 
pletion of arrangements for transportation and distribution. 

U. 8. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


{Indorsement. ] 


This has the appearance of being a special case, but it was a trial 
case, persevered in with the view of securing the release of all of the 
same class, and which was accomplished. 

HK, A. HITCHCOOK, 
Major-General of Volunteers, Commissioner of Haxchange. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, November 22, 1865.* 

Mr. PRESIDENT: * * * The Commissary-General of Prisoners 
reports that between the 1st of January and the 20th of October there 
were in our custody {8,802 prisoners of war. Of these 1,955 enlisted 
into the U.S. service, 63,442 were released after the cessation of hostili- 
ties, and 33,127 were delivered in exchange. Besides these, 174,223 
prisoners surrendered in the different rebel armies, and were released 
on parole, viz: 


Army of Northern Virginia, commanded by General R. E. Lee....-.---.---- 27, 805 
Army of Tennessee and others, commanded by General J. E. Johnston...... 31, 243 
General M. Jeff. Thompson’s army of Missouri. .....-..------------+------- 7, 978 
Miscellaneous paroles, Department of Virginia ........---.---------------- 9, 072, 


*¥For portion of this report here ‘omitted see Series III. 
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Paroled at Cumberland, Md., and other stations. ....-.-.--------------+---- 9, 377 
Paroled by General McCook in Alabama and Florida. .-......------ Se 3 ee ee 6, 428 
Army of the Department of Alabama, Lieut. Gen. R. Taylor...---.-------- 42, 293 
Army of the Trans-Mississippi Department, General E. K. Smith..-..-..--- 17, 686 
Paroled in Department of Washington ....-.-.-------- pect cee cee settee 3, 390 
Paroled in Virginia, Tennessee, Georgia, Alabama, Louisiana, and Texas... 18, 922 
Surrendered at Nashville and Chattanooga, Tenn .....-----.--------------- 5, 029 

Total yi ee cen k Se aE ae EE ot care Os ena er oes 174, 223 

x * * * * * * 


EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


[NOVEMBER 23, 1865.—For Holt to Stanton in the matter of the 
application of Hon. William Marvin for the pardon (or parole) of D. L. 
Yulee, S. R. Mallory, and A. K. Allison, see inclosure No, 2, Holt to 
Stanton. January 18, 1866, p. 862.] ° 


FORTRESS MONROE, November 23, 1865. 


His Excellency ANDREW JOHNSON, 
President of the United States of America: 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have now been during nearly seven months a 
prisoner in close confinement and under guard, for such was my con- 
dition en route to this place. By letters dated the 30th of June, 19th 
of August, and 1st of October, I asked a trial for my imputed com- 
plicity in the murder of Mr. Lincoln, to neither of which have I had any 
answer. Had your proclamation charged me with the very act of Booth 
I should not have been more surprised and amazed than I was at being 
charged with concerting the crime. I had then been absent from 
Canada nearly six months; had never known or heard of Booth or 
either of those charged as immediate accomplices, and had not to my 
knowledge or belief ever seen him or either of them. Conscious of my 
innocence of either concerting, consenting to, conserving, or being privy 
to this crime, or anything base, cowardly, or dishonorable, or unwar- 
rauted by the laws of war and the example of the United States; confi- 
dent that no act or word of mine could be tortured into complicity in any 
such crime, and trusting and expecting that I would ere long be allowed 
means and opportunity of removing from my name a stain more painful 
than any wound you could have inflicted on my body, I parted from 
those who have escaped arrest (despite their dissuasions and admoni- 
tions that I would be made to suffer severely), traveled back to Macon, 
Ga., 170 miles distant, and surrendered myself to Major-General Wilson. 
I felt and feel that neither liberty nor life is valuable with a dishonored 
name. I knew that my own people would not credit my guilt, but [ 
was unwilling that the great world, who did not know me, should doubt 
my innocence. I flattered myself that neither you nor Mr. Seward would 
yield credence to this accusation without strong evidence of it. I had 
shared his hospitality, and according to the morals of barbarians, 
Arabs, or Indians could not assassinate him. I had been tendered 
yours and was indebted to you for relief when in distress at your own 
town. Besides I thought you accorded me at least courage and integ- 
rity, which are utterly irreconcilable with the crime imputed to me. I 
therefore surrendered myself with the expectation that I would long 
since have been relieved from a disgraceful charge that has weighed 
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like an incubus upon my spirits; but I am still in prison, as ignorant 
of the grounds of accusation as when I came here, for I have been 
allowed to see no paper that alluded to it and have heard nothing 
implicating me from my wardens. My condition has been not unlike 
that of one whose wife or daughter was forced from him into outer 
darkness to death or dishonor, while he was lying bound, gagged, and 
blind-folded within his home. I have borne such anguish of soul 
while enduring the pains of physical disorders and infirmity greatly 
aggravated by my prison discipline. I have suffered loug and severely, 
enough I think, to satisfy the vengeance of my worst enemy. Now, I 
submit to you whether public justice requires that I should longer: 
endure such punishment. If there be no evidence to warrant this 
imputation, should not my family, if not I, be relieved from the reproach 
of it? If there be any, should not I be allowed means to rebut it and 
vindicate myself? The long delay of my trial persuades me that the 
evidence of my complicity, if any, is insufficient to warrant a prosecu- 
tion. But the greater rigor with which I am treated, if I may credit 
newspaper reports of privileges accorded political prisoners elsewhere, 
ee me with the belief that I am regarded as more criminal than 
they are. 

Of those professing my faith in the sovereignty of the States and the 
right of secession, and acting with me, some with more power and 
efficiency and in higher positions, it appears that many have suffered 
no imprisonment or arrest, no confiscation or seizure of their property, 
while others have undergone shorter and less rigorous imprisonment 
and are now at liberty. I was educated in that faith, held it reli- 
giously, maintained it honestly and unselfishly; gaveit both my hands 
and all my heart; sacrificed to it an ample fortune and a seat in the 
U. 8. Senate, which I could have held during my life. I still think the 
States did not surrender that right in adopting the U. 8. Constitution, 
and [ know that the power of coercing them is not granted in that 
instrument, and was refused when asked. I have ever regarded the 
States’ rights dogma as conservative of popular liberty and personal 
rights. But the subordination of the States and supremacy of the Gen- 
eral Government has been established in the court of last resort—the 
field of battle—and its judgment is conclusive and final. The estab- 
lished theory now is that the citizen owes his highest and first alle- 
giance to the General Government. Such is the fact, and none should 
dispute it. I should deprecate any effort to revive defunct principles 
and obsolete ideas that can never prevail, but may irritate the wounds 
and aggravate the sufferings of the conquered States. No rebellion, 
insurrection, or resistance to the U. S. Government could be excited, in 
my opinion, in either of the Southern States. They have notonly been 
overcome and subjugated, but quite disabled for self-protection. 
Emancipation has paralyzed their mutilated limbs. They are not only 
powerless to resist the will of the majority of States, but I fear to pre- 
serve domestic peace, tranquillity, order, law, and justice within her 
own limits. It will, at all events, require all their moral and physical 
resources, with the aid of the General Government, todo so. They 
have not only to reorganize governments in new forms, but to recast 
society and create strange and hitherto repugnant relations between 
blacks and whites, conceding to the former rights heretofore denied, 
and maintaining them, and restraining the latter from exercising 
accustomed rights by prohibiting and punishing them as wrongs. A 
revolution so radical can scarcely be effected without great distress, 
serious difficulties, anxious disquietude, and common distrust. It will 
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demand almost superhuman wisdom and virtue to mature the new 
social and political system and preserve harmony and respect for each 
other’s rights between the two races. Both have not only to learn new 
lessons of political and social rights aud duties, but to unlearn old 
ones, and it is easier to teach ignorance than to correct error. Any 
wrong, real or imaginary, even a blunder or erroneous suggestion of 
overzealous friends in Northern States, may cause scenes of bloodshed 
such as have lately been exhibited in Jamaica. To borrow Mr. Jeffer- 
son’s figure, “The South no longer holds the wolf by the ears.” He is 
loose and she must keep ever on the watch. Hence the General Govern- 
‘ment will be necessary as a guardian. of the people of the Southern 
States, especially where there is a large negro population. If such 1s 
not the prevailing sentiment uow, it will be of necessity ere long. 
Entertaining these opinions, I would not if I could countervail your 
efforts to reconstruct the Union on the new basis. You offer the best 
remedy in your judgment (I doubt not) for the present disorganization 
and disorders of the South. It is bitter to me, I confess; but eman- 
cipation being achieved, it is necessary to prevent continual convul- 
sions and preserve what is left. 

Now, I do not think these views would disturb the peace and order 
of Southern society if I should publish them. If not, in your judgment, 
why should I be kept in close confinement? I am sure I should not 
break my parole, if my prison bounds were enlarged to the limits of 
Alabama. The release of other prisoners and your treatment of leading 
secessionists throughout the South assures me that your official conduct 
is not controlled by any vindictiveness of spirit. I know no cause of 
personal bitterness to me, and do not attribute to such feelings my 
continued close confinement, but to your sense of public duty under 
- unfavorable impressions created by false accusations. If such be the 
fact, I think I should be given opportunity to admit or deny them and 
sustain my answer. I have donenothing that I would deny or conceal. 
If in your judgment the public interest requires my longer imprison- 
ment I concede that I should not be released. Butin that case I hope, 
in consideration of my asthmatic habit, you will have me removed to 
some fortress farther south, where I will suffer less bodily pain, because 
I can enjoy more fresh air. The approaching cold weather will make 
it necessary in this latitude to keep the doors and windows closed, and 
consequently the confined air, impregnated with gas from coal and 
coal-oil, will cause me great distress from oppression of my chest and 
difficult respiration, if it do not bring on the agonizing spasms, terrible 
as death, under which I so long suffered. I have written this under 
severe and unremitting pain, and may not have expressed myself as I 
would have done if well, but I submit it, confiding in your disposition 
to do me justice, and trusting that you will take some action on my 
application ere winter begins. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
©. OC. CLAY, JR. 


NEW YorK, November 23, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT: : ; ; 
. GENERAL: I respectfully submit the accompanying statement* in the 
full belief that the writer is entitled to protection under the convention 
between Major-General Sherman and myself, approved by you. As 
you understand better than I the value of the promise of protection 


* Not found. 
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given in this case by the authorized agents of the Government I will 
trouble you with no attempt at argument, but ask.the interposition of 
your great influence and authority in favor of Mr. R. B. Winder. 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. E. JOHNSTON. 


{Indorsement. ] 


WASHINGTON, D. C., December 21, 1865. 

In the absence of the Secretary of War respectfully referred to the 
President of the United States. 

In my opinion the paroles given to the surrendered armies lately in 
rebellion against the Government should be held inviolate, unless in 
cases where all rules of civilized warfare have been violated, and in 
case of such charges an immediate trial should be had. I would 
respectfully recommend, therefore, that Captain Winder either have an 
immediate trial or that he be released on bonds for his appearance 
when called on for trial. 

Very respectfully, 
U. 8. GRANT, 
Tieutenant- General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, November 23, 1865—1.35 p.m. 
Maj. Gen. J. B. STEEDMAN, U.S. Volunteers, 
Commanding Department of Georgia, Augusta, Ga. : 

The President of the United States directs that A. G. Magrath and 
James A Seddon, prisoners confined in Fort Pulaski, be released on 
taking the oath of allegiance to the Government of the United States, 
prescribed in the amnesty proclamation of President Johnson, and 
giving their paroles to remain, Magrath within the State of South 
Carolina and Seddon within the State of Virginia, and abide the orders 
of the President of the United States. Transportation will be fur- 
nished them accordingly. You will please report the receipt and execu- 
tion of this order. 

By order of the President: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Deposition of Farnum B. Wright, taken at the office of the Judge- 
Advocate-General on the 23d of November, 1865. 


The deponent being duly sworn, deposes as follows: 

Question. What is your age and of what country are you a native? 
Answer. I am thirty-two years of age and am a native of Glasgow, Nova Scotia. 
Question. How long have you been in the United States? 


Answer. I came into the United States in 1862; went South and engaged there in 
speculations. 

Question. Were you at any time in the service of the so-called Con- 
federate States; if so, how long and in what capacity? 

Answer. I was from the early part of 1863 until August of that year in the serv- 
ice of the revel General Winder at Richmond. My duties were to arrest deserters, 
spies, and other characters deemed dangerous to the so-called Confederate Govern- 
ment, 
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Question. What knowledge, if any, have you of an arrangement or 
conspiracy entered into in 1863 for the kidnaping and, if necessary, 
the killing of the President of the United States? State fully all the 
knowledge and information you have on the subject. 


Answer. I first learned from General Winder himself that a plot had been formed 
for kidnaping the President of the United States. I think this was in the summer 
of 1863. Afterward, while walking down one of the streets of Richmond, I heard 
loud talking in a drinking saloon, which I entered, and found a man named McCul- 
loh talking to a crowd of persons, and saying that there was a plot laid to kidnap 
or kill the Yankee President, and that they would have him at Richmond inside of 
a month to split the wood, to cook the Yankee officers’ grub in Libby Prison. I felt 
it my duty to arrest him, which I did and took him to Castle Thunder. When Mr. 
Davis, the President of the so-called Confederate States, heard of this he sent to Gen- 
eral Winder to know why this arrest had been made. This I learned from General 
Winder, who told me that I had better go to Mr. Davis’ office and explain the matter. 
I told him I did not care to do so, but he insisted, saying that McCulloh’s father was 
a particular friend of Mr. Davis. Ithen went and saw Mr. Davis in his office, General 
Winder accompanying me. General Winder said to Mr. Davis that I was the man 
who had made the arrest and would explain to him all aboutit. In reply to Mr. 
Davis’ questions I then related to him what McCulloh had said and that I had 
felt it my duty to arrest him. .Davis seemed much excited about it, and General 
Winder said that their plans and schemes would be let out by such damned drunken 
characters as McCulloh and that he ought to be hung. By this time several other 
gentlemen, Patten, Lamar, and Powell, had come in, having heard what was going on. 
General Winder continued talking and said that they must now strike immediately 
before the Yankee Government heard of their plans. He said they must bring 
“the monkey,” meaning President Lincoln, soul and body to Richmond, but that 
if they could not bring him alive, they must bring his scalp. Mr. Davis then 
spoke up, saying, ‘‘Gentlemen, you must capture him and bring him, if possible, 
to Richmond, without hurting a hair of his head, but if an attempt is made to 
recapture him you must see that he never reaches Washington alive.” Mr. Patten 
observed that they would require more means than they had to carry out their pur- 
poses, to which Mr. Davis answered by saying to General Winder that he must fur- 
nish all necessary means to carry the plan into execution atonce. All the gentlemen 
present were understood to be engaged in it. I then left Mr. Davis’ office, the other 
persons remaining. Before I did so, however, Mr. Davis said I must arrest certain 
persons present in the drinking saloon, supposed to be blockade runners, who had 
ae McCulloh’s declarations. I made an attempt to find them, but failed to 

0 490. 


Question. Do you know why this scheme for kidnaping or killing the 
President was not carried out at the time ? 

Answer. I donot. I left General Winder’s service soon afterward, and was not 
again in a position to be informed of what was going on in connection with the 
proposed capture of the President. I have since seen one of the men engaged in 
it—John Patten—who was present at our interview with Mr. Davis. He told me he 
had been promised complete indemnification by Davis’ friends for all he had lost 
from his connection with the enterprise, and that if these promises to him were not 
fulfilled he would expose all the papers in relation to the matter which he then had 
in his possession. He resides in Saint Louis. 


F. B. WRIGHT. 
Sworn and acknowledged at Washington, D. ©., this 23d of N Y 
ber, 1865, before me. eu , ovem 
GEO. C. THOMAS, 
Notary Public. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
November 23, 1865—83.12 p.m. 
COMMANDING OFFICER Fort DELAWARE, DEL.: 


The President of the United States directs that-F. R. Lubbock, a 
prisoner confined at Fort Delaware, be released on taking the oath ‘of 
allegiance to the Government of the United States prescribed in the 
amnesty proclamation of President Johuson, and giving his parole to 
proceed to the place of his residence and remain there to abide the 
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orders of the President of the United States. Transportation will be 
furnished him to his place of residence. You will please report the 
receipt and execution of this order and the place to which Colonel 
Lubbock proposes to go.* 
By order of the President: 
KE. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


OLD CAPITOL PRISON, Washington, November 23, 1865, 
GEORGE T. GARRISON, Accomac Court-House, Va.: 


My DEAR GEORGE: I[ have postponed answering your letter for a 
few days because I had hoped to be able to give you some favorable 
news, and entre nous I still have hopes. An application has been made 
to the Secretary of War for my release either unconditionally or by 
parole, giving bail, if it should be required. Yesterday I received a 
message from the Secretary saying that my application had not been 
rejected and that they had the matter under consideration. I have 
good reasons for knowing that my case has been up before a meeting 
of the Cabinet and will again be up on to-morrow. Of course I cannot 
say what their decision will be, but my counsel, Mr. William Linn 
Brown, who is one of the counselors of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, thinks that it will be favorable. I yesterday gave him 
your address as well as Bunting’s, and you will soon receive a letter 
from him in regard to my giving bail if it should be required. I have 
good reasons for knowing that there has been an order to convene a 
military commission to try me and I also know that the order has been 
suspended. Of all these matters [ want you to keep a strict silence. 
In the meantime I want you without fail to have everything of mine 
removed both from and Higgins. This, George, must be done 
at once. Ihave good reasons for it, which I hope I will be able to give 
you when we meet. Please do not delay this matter a second, and 
write me at once that it has been done. I do not feel like writing this 
morning, but will give you a long letter shortly. 

Your devoted friend, 


R. B. WINDER. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, November 24, 1865—5.30 p.m. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE H. THomas, U.S. Army, 
Nashville, Tenn.: 

General Grierson reports from Huntsville, Ala., the arrest of Frank 
B. Gurley, convicted of murdering General R. L. McCook, and sentenced 
to be hanged. (See General Court-Martial Orders, No. 505, of Septem- 
ber 6, 1865, from Adjutant-General’s Office.) On the 29th of August, 
1865, the President ordered the sentence of death to be executed in 
this case. You will please see that it is done. Report receipt and 
execution. 


By order of the President of the United States: 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


*For reports and correspondence relating to the capture and imprisonment of 
Lubbock, see Series I, Vol. XLIX, Parts I and II. 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE, Washington, D. O., November £4, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. JAMES B. STEEDMAN, Augusta, Ga.: 

I am free to say that it would be exceedingly impolitic for Mr. A. H. 
Stephens’ name to be used in connection with the senatorial election. 
If elected he would not be permitted to take his seat, or in other words, 
he could not take the oath required, other difficulties being out of the 
way. He stands charged with treason and no disposition has been 
made of his case. His present position will enable him to do far more 
good than any other. Mr. Stephens knows that there is no one whose 
personal feelings are more kind than mine and have been so since we 
first met in Congress. The information we have here is that all the 
members elect to Congress from Georgia will not be able to take the 
oath of office, and a modification of the oath by the present Congress 
is exceedingly doubtful. I hope you will confer with Mr. Stephens on 
this subject freely, not as coming from me. There seems in many 
of the elections something like defiance, which is all out of place at 


thisetime. 
ANDREW JOHNSON. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE, Washington, D. C., November 28, 1865. 
Major-General GRIERSON, Commanding, &c., Huntsville, Ala.: 
You will suspend the execution of Frank B. Gurley until further 


orders. 
ANDREW JOHNSON, 
President of the United States. 


RICHMOND, VA., November 28, 1865. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, Secretary of War: 


Sir: I most respectfully ask permission to visit Mr. Jefferson Davis, 
prisoner of state at Fortress Monroe, in the capacity of his pastor and 
spiritual adviser. More than four years ago Mr. Davis attached himself 
to my congregation in Richmond, and in the spring of 1862 he became 
@ communicant of the church. You, Mr. Secretary, will understand 
that the interest thus created in him is a sacred one, independent of 
outward conditions, and also that the ministrations of his own pastor, 
who has been a witness to his religious experience and received his 
vows to the Head of the Church, may be supposed to be more effectual 
and more edifying than those of any other clergyman; nor will you 
think it strange that both my sympathy and my sense of duty lead me 
to ask for permission to minister to him the consolations of the gospel 
in his adversity. Feeling assured that under the proper circumstances 
the Government would cheerfully award to him this privilege, and 
hoping that the time has arrived when, in its judgment, it may be 
allowed, I venture to make this application to you, with the earnest 
prayer that you will give it a favorable consideration. 

My petition itself implies that it is limited to the ministerial and 
pastoral character of the proposed visit, exclusive of every other object. 
I could not be so presumptuous as to expect an interview with Mr. 
Davis for any other purpose; nor would I desire it, as it is not in itself 
pleasant to witness distress. I will give every guarantee in my power 
that I will not abuse the privilege if granted, and I pledge my word of 
houor as a gentleman and Christian minister that I will in no way be 
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a medium of communication between him and the outer world; that I 
will observe the strictest silence as to the interview, and avoid all 
modes of publication, not only as to what passes between us, but, if it 
be desired, even as to the fact of the visit itself. 

Hoping that you may deem it consistent with the interests of the 
country to grant my petition, and assured that you will rejoice in every 
act of kindness with which you can relieve the weightier duties of your 
office, I sign myself with the highest respect, 

Your obedient servant, 
CHS. MINNIGERODE. 


DECEMBER 1, 1865. 
I do not see any objection to granting the foregoing request. 
JAMES SPEED, 
Attorney-General. 


[Indorsement. ] 


WAR DEPARTMENT, December —, 1865. 
Referred to Adjutant-General to issue order of permission. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, November 29, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. C. C. AUGUR, 
Commanding Department of Washington, Washington, D. C.: 

Str: By direction of the President of the United States the follow- 
ing prisoners will be sent under suitable guard without delay and 
delivered to the officers indicated for trial: 

J. W. Duncan, to be delivered to Major-General Steedman, com- 
manding Department of Georgia, for trial at Savannah; R. B. 
Winder, to Maj. Gen. A. H. Terry, commanding Department of Vir- 
ginia, at Richmond; J. H. Gee, to Maj.Gen. T. H. Ruger, commanding 
Department of North Carolina, at Raleigh. 

The Secretary of War directs that the Old Capitol Prison be imme- 
diately broken up and some other suitable place will be selected by you 
as a place of confinement for prisoners. You will please report for the 
Secretary’s information the dates of departure of the prisoners Dun- 
can, Winder, and Gee, and the execution of the order breaking up the 
Old Capitol Prison. 

lam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, December 2, 1865—3 ». m. 
Maj. Gen. A. H. TERRY, 
Commanding Department of Virginia, Richmond, Va.: 
R. B. Winder has been sent, by direction of the President, to Rich- 
mond to be reported to you for trial. The papers containing charges 
will be forwarded by mail as soon as received from the Judge-Advocate- 


General. 
“1 E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
December 2, 1865. 


Maj. Gen. J. B. STEEDMAN, 
Commanding Department of Georgia, Augusta, Ga.: 
J. W. Duncan has been sent, by direction of the President, to Savan- 
nah to be reported to you for trial. The papers containing charges 
will be forwarded by mail as soon as received from the Judge-Advocate- 


General. 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, December 2, 1865—4 p.m. 
Maj. Gen. P. H. SHERIDAN, New Orleans, La.: 

Your letter of the 13th of November, reporting the arrest and con- 
finement in Fort Jackson of Maj. Sackfield Maclin, Col. P. N. Luckett, 
and Thomas J. Devine, is received. The copy of the oath you state as 
inclosed was not inclosed. Please forward it to this office. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HUNTSVILLE, ALA., December 4, 1865. 
General GRIERSON, Huntsville, Ala.: 

Inclosed you will please find a copy of a petition which we respect- 
fully ask you to forward to General G. H. Thomas, Nashville, Tenn., 
the original of which I have sent forward to President Johnson, Wash- 
ington, D. C 

‘ Yours, respectfully, 

JOSEPH C. BRADLEY. 


[Inclosure. ] 


HUNTSVILLE, ALA., November 30, 1865. 
His Excellency ANDREW JOHNSON, 
President of the United States of America, Washington, D. C.: 
__ The undersigned beg leave to show unto Your Excellency that Frank 
B. Gurley, late a captain in the rebel army, is, as they learn, sentenced 
to be hanged by the decision of a military commission, before whom he 
was tried on the charge, as they learn, of murdering General McCook 
in Madison County in 1862. They of course know nothing, and make 
no representations as to the facts proved on the trial of said matter. 
They beg leave to show that the said Gurley since the surrender has 
been at his house in this county, and that his demeanor and avowed 
sentiments have all been loyal, and exhibit entire good faith in abid- 
ing by his amnesty oath. Mr. Gurley is not understood in this com- 
munity to have been a bitter partisan; he was not an original seces- 
siouist, and is known to have rendered valuable assistance in arresting 
persecution of Union men for their political opinions. The under- 
signed further show that they are and have been in the late rebellion 
honestly and from the heart devoted to the preservation of the Union, 
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and although some of the undersigned were at different periods of the 
rebellion within the Confederate lines and had to do acts, under the 
force of military power and public opinion, to aid the rebel cause, yet 
they never entertained a hostile or malicious feeling against the United 
States Government, and hoped through the darkest hour of the rebel- 
lion for the perpetuity of the Federal Union as the only remaining hope 
for the continuance of a free or people’s government on this continent, 
and that they candidly believe the execution of the said Gurley would 
have a tendency to retard the gravitation of popular sentiment, now, as 
we believe, advancing ina loyal attachment to the Union. The mercy to 
a people which the amnesty proclamation of Your Excellency exhibits 
ought to subdue the ferocity of the lion to the gentleness of the lamb. 
We therefore sincerely beseech you that Frank b. Gurley may be spared 
aS a monument to the gentleness and mercy of a magnanimous people, 
as showing to the world that they prefer that life should be spared 
when the public safety permits. 
JOSEPH ©. BRADLEY. 
[And seventy-three others. ] 


WaR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, D. C., December 4, 1865. 
Application having been made by the Rev. Charles Minnigerode, of 
the city of Richmond, for permission to visit Jefferson Davis in For- 
tress Monroe as a spiritual adviser and for religious purposes, set forth 
in the letter of Mr. Minnigerode, dated November 28, 1865, addressed 
to the Secretary of War, it is ordered that such permission be granted 
for the purposes and subject to the engagements specified in the said 
letter. 
By order of the Secretary of War: 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., December 6, 1865. 
Hon. Epwin M. STAnton, Secretary of War: 

Srp: I have the honor to inclose a consolidated report of exchanged 
and paroled prisoners of war during the rebellion. This report has 
been compiled. from a very large body of individual reports of officers 
and men, extending from a jew in number to entire armies, which have 
been received from time to time since the beginning of the rebellion at 
the oftice of the Commissary-General of Prisoners, which, until very 
recently (except a few weeks while under the charge of General Wes- 
sells), has been under the charge of Brig. Gen. William Hoffman, under 
whose direction this report has been prepared, the undersigned claim- 
ing no part of the credit due for the industry and care employed in its 
preparation. It is but just to say that in the preparation of this report 
General Hoffman has received the valuable assistance of Maj. W, T. 
Hartz, assistant commissary-general of prisoners. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General, U. S. Vols., Commissary-General of Prisoners. 
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Consolidated report of exchanged and ernie prisoners of war during the secession 
rebe "i 


Federal prisoners: of war declared ex- 
changed by General Orders, No. 118, 
August 27, 1862. 


Captured and paroled and received on 
parole for exchange. 


' Rebel prisoners of war on parole August 
27, 1862. 
Captured and paroled and delivered on 
parole for exchange. 
Excess of rebels on parole .....--- 
Federal prisoners of war declared ex- 
changed by General Orders, No. 134, 
September 19, 1862. 
Received on parole for exchange. .-.-.--- 
Rebel prisoners of war on parole Sep- 
tember 19, 1862. 


Captured and 


Panels and [delivered on 
parole} parole 


d for exchange. 


oe of rebels on parole August 27, 
1862. 
Excess on parole (rebels) ..---.---- 


Federal prisoners of war declared ex- 
changed by General Orders, No. 147, 
September 30, 1862. 


Captured and paroled and received on 
parole for exchange. 


Rebel prisoners of war on parole Sep- 
tember 30, 1862. 


Delivered on parole for exchange 


Excess on parole September 19, 1862 


Excess on parole (rebels)....-..... 

Federal prisoners of war declared ex- 
changed by General Orders, No. 191, 
November 19, 1862. 


Captured and paroled and received on 
parole for exchange. 


Rebel prisoners of war on parole No- 
vember 19, 1862. 


Captured and paroled and delivered on 
parole for exchange. 
Excess on parole September 30, 1862 


Federal prisoners of war declared ex- 
changed by General Orders, No. 10, 
January 10, 1863. 


Captured and paroled and received on 
parole for exchange. 


Lieutenant-generals. 


Generals. 


Major-generals. 
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Captains. 


Lieutenants. 


261 


137 


417 
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Consolidated report of exchanged and paroled prisoners of war during the secession 
rebellion—Continued, 


Federal prisoners of war declared ex- 
changed by General Orders, No. 118, 
August 27, 1862. 


Captured and paroled and received on 
parole for exchange. 


Rebel prisoners of war on parole August 
27, 1862. 


Captured and paroled and delivered on 
parole for exchange. 
Excess of rebels on parole 


Federal prisoners of war declared ex- 
changed by General Orders, No. 134, 
September 19, 1862. 


Received on parole for exchange........ 


Rebel prisoners of war on parole Sep- 
tember 19, 1862. 


Captured and paroled and [delivered on 
parole] paroled for exchange. 
Excess of rebels on parole August 27, 
1862. 
Excess on parole (rebels) 


Federal prisoners of war declared ex- 
changed by General Orders, No. 147, 
September 30, 1862. 


Captured and paroled and received on 
parole for exchange. 


Rebel prisoners of war on parole Sep- 
tember 30, 1862. 


Delivered on parole for exchange.....--. 
Excess on parole September 19, 1862... -. 
Excess on parole (rebels) -..-..---- 
Federal prisoners of war declared ex- 
changed by General Orders, No. 191, 
November 19, 1862. 


Captured and paroled and received on 
parole for exchange. 


Rebel prisoners of war on parole No- 
vember 19, 1862. 


Captured and paroled and’ delivered on 
parole for exchange. 


Excess on parole September 30, 1862..... 
Excess on parole (rebels).--.--.---- 
Federal prisoners of war declared ex- 
changed by General Orders, No. 10, 
January 10, 1863. 


Captured and paroled and received on 
parole for exchange. 


Non-commiss ioned 
officers 


840 
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275 


2,311 


2,170 


5,156 | 5, 663 
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13, 278 | 15, 763 


Equivalents in pri- 
vates. 
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| Chaplains. 
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Consolidated report of exchanged and paroled prisoners of war during the secession 
rebellion—Continued. 


Rebel prisoners of war on parole January 
10, 186: 


Captured and paroled and delivered on 
parole for exchange. 
Excess on parole November 19, 1862..-... 
Excess of Federal prisoners ex- 
changed. 


Federal prisoners of war declared ex- 


changed by General Orders, No. 117, 
May 9, 1863. 
Captured and paroled and received on 


parole for exvhange. 


Rebel prisoners of war on parole May 9, 
1863. 


Captured and paroled and delivered on 
parole for exchange. 
Excess of Federal prisoners ex- 
changed. 
Excess of Federals on former exchanges. 
Total excess !<-—..<-sedecesasise == 
Federal prisoners of war declared ex- 
changed by General Orders, No. 167, 
June 8, 1863. 


Captured and paroled and received on 
parole for exchange. 


Rebel prisoners of war on parole June 8, 
1863. 


Captured and paroled and delivered on 
parole for exchange. 
Excess of Federals exchanged .... 
Excess of Federals on former exchanges. 
Total excess -. ssc... cee s secre eet 
Federal prisoners of war declared ex- 


changed by General Orders, No. 339, 
October 16, 1863. 


Captured and paroled and received on 
parole for exchange. 


Rebel prisoners of war on parole October 
1863. 


’ 


Captured and paroled and delivered on 
parole for exchange. 
Excess of rebels paroled .......... 
Less excess of Federals exchanged by 
former orders. 
Excess of rebels on parole ......-. 
Federal prisoners of war declared ex- 
changed by General Orders, No. 191, 
May 7, 1864. 


Captured and paroled and received on 
parole for exchange. 


| Lieutenant-general: 
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rebellion—Continued. 


825 


secession 
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Rebel prisoners of war on parole January 
’ 
Captured and paroled and delivered on 522 | 5,170 | 6,244] 8,996 | 8 | 31 | 32 60 6, 875 
parole for exchange. _—— | er 
Excess on parole November 19, 1862.... |........]......-.|--...2-- DOLE Wemeclsisteralel~ eel oe a's ce| -raaeietee 
Excess of Federal prisoners ex |........|-.-----.|.--..--- Sr OLO eee sant eee st eeeeee usc 
changed. SS SSS — 
Federal prisoners of war declared ex- 
changed by General Orders, No. 117, 
May 9, 1863. 
Captured and paroled and received on | 1,632 | 8,937 | 10,999 | 14,529 |.--.| 2} 7] 506] 11,514 
parole for exchange. 
Rebel prisoners of war on parole May 9, 
1863. 
Captured and paroled and delivered on 721 | 8,975 | 10,485 | 14,440} 1/34] 8] 611] 11,189 
parole for exchange. a SS SS | eee 
Excess of Federal prisoners ex- |.-....- |....-.--|.--...-. OO. aes). ceclescnleceoels chee e : 
changed. 
Excess of Federals on former exchanges.|........|-.-.....|.--..--. SIRO asec acon aro ae sale Gece ois. 
Total excess. ..-- es eee ete A 5 2)sic| oo aieisineia| cincisielw a ¢ 8, 609 aac (esis «|| aint @ tm meailinaianels's ‘ 
Federal prisoners of war declared ex- a ee fia ean me 
changed by General Orders, No. 167, 
June 8, 1863. 
Captured and paroled and received on 693 | 3,145] 4,169] 6,296 |....|... Deen sae 4,170 
parole for exchange. 
Rebel prisoners of war on parole June 8, 
Captured and paroled and delivered on 444 | 4,125) 4,653) 5,405 |..../ 3] 10 76 4,742 
parole for Sxeb ORES, ip eS eee aD OTH ARSE ela, 
Excess of Federals exchanged ....|.....--.|.--.----|----+-- BOW siesie| Saas) isos one sta as seein 
Excess of Federals on former exchanges.|.-...--.|.---.---|.------- 8 BOB seo eal aeciee ae Sa aaalice as <le o 
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Federal prisoners of war declared ex- 
changed by General Orders, No. 339, 
October 16, 1863. 
Captured and paroled and received on | 3,109 | 14,919 | 18,112 | 21,550 |.--.|----) 3 |..-.--. 18, 115 
parole for exchange. 
Rebel prisoners of war on parole October 
16, 
Captured and paroled and delivered on | 6,326 | 36,039 | 44,540 | 60,088 | 4] 7] 4) 227 | 44,782 
parole for exchange. —$— | ——$ |__| —_ | — | —__. ——_ —__—. 
Excess.of£ rebels paroled. ......tesclicscece|sencsinac|seeccsss 38, 538 |... Milena tacsetees 
Less excess of Federals exchanged by |-.-..--.|--------|-------- , 500 2 
former orders. ———_—_|—_—-|—__—_——__- 
Excess of rebels on parole .-...--.|-.------|------+-|----+--- 29, 038 |. 
Federal prisoners of war declared ex- Bad 
changed by General Orders, No. 191, 
May 7, 1864. 
Captured and paroled and received on | 1,509} 6,077) 7,808 | 10,876 | 6 |103| 7] 431 8, 355 


parole for exchange. 
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Consolidated report of exchanged and paroled prisoners of war during the secession 


rebellion—Continued. 
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Rebel prisoners of war on parole May 7, 
1864. 
Captured and paroled and delivered on |.-..-.|]......|------ 2 17 14 18 83 144 
parole for exchange. 
Eee of rebels on parole October 16, |...--.|...-..|------]----+-|--+++-]------|.-222--[eeee eee [e eee eee 
1863. ————- |_|! _ cr_—-\i—_——_—\— 
Total of rebels on parole. .........|.....-|.-...-]------|------ (eeeeee hemp Seteced Seca persacse 
Excess of rebels on parole ........|.-..--|....2-|------|--- 2-2 [oeeeee [occ eee [een n eel ene eee len eee ee 
Exchanges, special. 
Federals declared exchanged by General 
Orders— 
No. 255, September 12, 1864...........|.....-|seee-|------ 5 11 26 9 1 1 
No.261, Septeniber 22, 1864. oo... cece cees dacs ence dhesacce|ensoce woceenleeccan|soaeeerieeeas cs 1 
NOs267;, Octoberi4 (1864 2c een lone ees [scemcal ecctes lee actestmnaase|(ecemos| meena 1 3 
No. 274, October 19, 1864... ccccc cc caclacescsfeseasslsccalrc|ecsecelees daelemante 1 BTS LR 
No, 283, November.14, 1864... .... 5.200. com|esweng|nece-c|oscaccloceccs|uses as 1 Oo 3 
Nos284 November 15; 1864 oo 5.22). Seece| (anneal siccceal Saer an =e - = otal Csisaneie lee eleian 2 18 23 
No, 295, December 2, 1864 ........ Bes ae eR i | yeas 5 4 8 61 67 


Federal prisoners of war declared ex- 
changed by General Orders, No. 298, 
December 6, 1864. 


Received on parole for exchange ........|------|.-----|.----- 1 8 15 13 99 201 


Rebel prisoners of war on parole Decem- 
ber 6, 1864. 


Delivered on parole for exchange .......|......|.0..-- 2 4 23 27 41 188 427 
Hxoess\of rebels on'parole: May. 7, 18645-2850). ce] sacccs|tecoas wacwaeleacccslbescucdibeccsecttoaeneen 
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Less Federals specially exchanged). -2<2|22.- S2|2e cece |cnascclecs-< [eo- cc locccsc|bececue len eente marae oe 
Excess of rebels on parole Decem- |......|......|.-....|.--.-- bee Ve dl SPS IO ees eee m 

ber 6, 1864. EE  ————— 


Federal prisoners of war declared ex- 
changed by General Orders, No. 40, 
March 20, 1865. 


Received on parole for exchange ........|..--..|.-.--- 2 


Rebel prisoners of war on parole March 
20, 1865 


Delivered on parole for exchange. .......|.. 
Excess ou parole (rebels) December 6, 


Excess on parole March 20, 1865 
(rebels). 


Citizen prisoners, Federals, declared ex- 
changed by General Orders, No. 46, from 
Adjutant-General’s Office, March 21, 
1865. 


Received on parole for exchange 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION AND CONFEDERATE. 


827 


Total aggregate. 


Consolidated veport of exchanged and paroled prisoners of war during the secession 
rebellion—Continued. 

———— a 
=] BC : 
3 B 2. 
= A S 
Ff SET RL 
| 3 x g aS e.| = Po 
g8 a 3 op & q aq a 
3 £| 2 /# |a/si2| 3 
g 3 ® | oa | S| le] 
6 eo o a|8|2 = 
a a 4 a S\al4| 5 

Rebel prisoners of war on parole May 7, 

1864. 
Captured and paroled and delivered on 648 | 3,462) 4,388] 6,411] 13 | 74] 61 21 
parole for exchange. 
a of rebels on parole October 16, |.....--.|.....-..].......- 29,038) == << 9SSe| 8 dakede Je 
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Exchanges, special. 


Federals declared exchanged by General 
Orders— 

No. 255, September 12, 1864 
No. 261, September 22, 1864.. 
No. 267, October 4, 1864 
No. 274, October 19, 1864 
No. 283, November 14, 1864 
No. 284, November 15, 1864 
No. 295, December 2, 1864 


Federal prisoners of war declared ex- 
changed by General Orders, No. 298, 
December 6, 1864. 
Received on parole for exchange ....--.. 1,433 | 7,173 | 8,943 | 11,831] 8) 39] 4 23 9, 017 
Rebel prisoners of war on parole Decem- foe. tl doa | apero 
ber 6, 1864. 
Delivered on parole for exchange ..-.-.-. 1,016 | 6,467] 8,198 | 12,447 | 10 | 29 | 40 25 8, 302 
Excess ofrebels on parole May 7, 1864 ...|-------.|--------|.-.-.--- QESOTS AD 22H ELS. Saweee on ose 
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Excess of rebels on parole Decem- |.--..--.|.-------|--..---- 22, 147 MESTR Se llceg lees eset 
ber 6, 1864. SS _—-— <4 —— 
Federal prisoners of war declared ex- 
changed by General Orders, No. 40, 
March 20, 1865. 
Received on parole for exchange .......- 3,122 | 12, 606 | 16, 544 | 23,074 |....|....) 2 |------ 16, 546 
Rebel prisoners of war on parole March | 
20. 
Delivered on parole for exchange.-..-.... 2,991 | 19,186 | 23, 865 | 33,641 | 1} 26] 47 | 266 24,20. 
Excess on parole (rebels) December 6, |-------- --------|-------- D2 TOT easel aim alae <> -<ciee ey OCR 3 
1864. | |__| — |_| —  —_ | 
POU oo siiha xe ssn. ce Malar a Aneta clade os Dane cof Seen M64 eee eed BB) FES! acres bcimimyal «:« 016 | Sa Mirtle 
Excess on parole March 20, 1865 |..-..--.|---.---.|-------- 82,714 |... wt See ewe... 
(rebels). SS | ee ee | 
Citizen prisoners, Federals, declared ex- 
changed by General Orders, No. 46, 
from Adjutant-General’s Office, March 
21, 1866. 
Received on parole for exchange ......-.|--------|------+-|----++-+|+--+2-++|++--|----[---- 204 204 
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Federal prisoners of war declared ex- 
changed, special. 


Exchanged by General Orders— 
No. 57, April 7, 1865 
No. 63, April 8, 1865 


Federal prisoners of war declared ex- 
changed by General Orders, No. 75, 
April 26, 1865. 


Received on parole for exchange 


Rebel prisoners of war on parole April 
26, 1865. 
Delivered on parole for exchange........ 
Excess on parole— 
March 20, 1865 (rebels) 


April 26, 1865 (rebels) 


Federal prisoners of war declared ex- 
changed, special. 


pe by General Orders— 
No. 89, May 10, 1865..............-.-- 
No. 103, May 31, 1865...............-. 
Federal prisoners of war on parole not 
declared exchanged, 


Received on parole for exchange ........ 
Rebel prisoners of war paroled for ex- 
change since April 26, 1865. 


Delivered on parole for exchange ....... 
Excess of rebels on parole April 26, 1865. 


Exceas of rebels paroled for exchange 
Miscellaneous paroles (rebels) 
Paroled armies, rebel. 


Army of Northern Virginia, commanded 
by Genera! R. E. Lee. 
Army of Tennessee and others, com- 
manded by General J. E. Johnston. 
General M. Jeff. Thompson’s army of 
Missouri. 

Miscellaneous paroles, Department of 
Virginia. 

Paroled at Cumberland, Md., and other 
stations. 

Parvled by General McCook in Alabama 
and Florida. 

Army of the Department of Alabama, 
Lieut. Gen. R. Taylor. 

Army of the ‘T'rans- Mississippi Depart- 
ment, General E. K. Smith. 

Paroled in the Department of Wash- 


ington. 
Paroled in Virginia, Tennessee, Georgia, 
Alabama, Louisiana, and Texas. 
Surrendered at Nashville and Chatta- 
noo; ae aa 
'o 


ee eccccnes eeeeeenece wee eeeees 


Lieutenant-generals. 
| Major-generals. 


| Brigadier-generals. 


2 il 

2 13 

miarcisistel| sictelaiata 3 
etetee alem sie 2 
Risetulsis 1 2 
pwesieie 1 6 
steigelsteleereeiae 1 
4 6 38 


Colonels. 


Lieutenant-colonels. 


1, 092 


283 


62 


5, 086 


Lieutenants. 


762, 


62 


373 


9, 052 
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Federal prisoners of war declared ex- 
changed, ial. 
Exchanged by General Orders— 
No. 57, April, 1806. -2<5.-c.0<052 «.- 2 9 19 EM Gabe 5 lel Mele) 21 
No. 63, April 8, 1865................. 121 610 748 O94 Sete ale cem ieee ane 748 
Federal prisoners of war declared ex- eg pad om 
changed by General Orders, No. 75, 
April 26, 1865. 
Received on parole for exchange ........ 2,491 | 8,858 | 12,425.) 18,877 |... - | encleoe-|eeccee 12, 425 
Rebel prisoners of war on parole April ECE a ae 
26, 1865. 
Delivered on parole for exchange........ 370 I 1,548 2584" 8,245 8 fed oo 25 2, 165 
Excess on parole— 
DERRGHI20 sd BBO (PODOIS) coc oc oe ckanndlesicccced|= sec cteclor scence Bay FEE Veter aegelaemel ate ce ciate so sis = 
April 26, 1865 (rebels) ...........---- BBE et) OER A le ie pels |’ o-a [ec pr 
Federal prisoners of war declared ex- ips ang ary aay t 
changed, special. 
Exchanged by General Orders— 
No. 89, May 10, 1865 . 20... 0.552. 2s000. 23 100 126 LES ste ap arciell a sisi wipes 126 
No. 103, May 31, 1865 54 321 395 519 Siete ain auf male ip 395 
Federal prisoners of war on parole not bie 
declared exchanged. 
Received on parole for exchange ........ 1,544 7,423! 9,060 | 10,957 |... Alf sesiadee] 209.|, 9,200 
Rebel prisoners of war paroled for ex- mat 
change since April 26, 1865. 
Delivered on parole for exchange ......-. 923 | 5,600) 6,799 | 8,805 )}....; 5) 21 41 6, 866 
Excess of rebels on parole April 26, 1865.|........|-------.|---..--. A Ty (aA ik ol ce balay, Se 
Excess of rebels paroled for exchange...|.....-..|--------|.---.--- 18, 278 re a RISD 5 far toon AO ane 
Miscellaneous paroles (rebels) -....----- Tr erie 468 737) a745-| a) a9 fl saa | 761 
Paroled armies, rebel. acl A a ia a cm - a 
Army of Northern Virginia, commanded | 4,366 | 20, 660 | 27,416 |......-. 51 | 320 18} 27,805 
by General R. E. Lee. 
Army of Tennessee and others, com-| 4,888 | 22,274 | 30,548 | 36,971 | 41 557 97 | 31,243 
manded by General J. E. Johnston. 
General M. Jeff. Thompson’s army of 636 | 6,195] 7,960 |........ 1 13 4 7, 978 
Missouri. z 
Miscellaneous paroles, Department of 736}, 7,228 | 8/636 |..--...- 16} 193 227 9, 072 
Virginia. 
Paroled at Cumberland, Md., and other 626} 8,022/ 9,260 |........ 6 38 73 9,377 
stations. 
Paroled by General McCook in Alabama 650 | 5,142] 6,307 |........ arse 45 76 6, 428 
and Florida. 
Army of the pe al oad of Alabama, | 5,030 | 32,596 | 41,857 |........ 25 343 68 | 42,293 
Lieut. Gen. R. Taylor. 
Army of the Trans-Mississippi Depart- | 1,758 | 14,411 | 17,549 |........ 11 103 23 | 17,686 
ment, General E. K. Smith. 
Paroled in the Department of Wash- 197,| . 2,975.| - 3,346 |. ...-... 5 87 2 8, 390 
ington. 
Paroled in Virginia, Tennessee, Georgia, | 1,047 | 11, 673 | 13, 834 |.....--. 3 54 3) 13, 922 
Alabama, Louisiana, and Texas. 
Surrendered at Nashville and Chatta- 626. | ..3, 746.) 4,925. |. ...022- 7 69 28 5, 029 
nooga, Tenn. —— ee as 
Otalias..-= ogee dene sp sire aie coin --| 20,460 /134, 917 /171, 638 |266, 637 |166 | 1,772 647 | 174, 223 
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RECAPITULATION, FEDERALS. 


~s_| 


Generals. 
Lieutenant-generals. 
| Brigadier-generals. 
Captains. 
Lieutenants. 


| Colonels. 


Exchanged by General Orders— 
No. 118, from Adjutant-General’s |..-.-..|......|.----- 2 13 il 151 | 261 
Office, August 27, 1862. 
No: 1345 from) “Aidjutant-General’s:||.<... 2/2. |ecsees|ss5sts|ecvs es] stcacs|eess os -|ceeee cease aeaee 
Office, Septem ber 19, 1862. 
No. 147, from Adjutant-General’s 
Oftice, September 30, 1862. i 
No. 191, from Adjutant-General’s |......)..-...|-...-- 2 16 12 200 417 
Office, November 19, 1862. 
No. 10, from Adjutant-General’s Of- |......|.--...|------|------ 25 18 234 | 492 
fice, January 10, 1863. 
No. 117, from Adjutant-General’s |......|......|....-- , 12 13 139 242 
Office, May 9, 1863. 
No. 167, from Adjutant-General’s |......| .....|..-.-- 1 9 13 162 195 
Office, June 8, 1863. 
No. 339, from Adjutant-General’s |......|......|......|...--- 1 J. 28 53 
Office, October 16, 1863. 
No. 191, from Adjutant-General’s |......|......|...... 3 9 9 14 68 119 
Office, May 7, 1864. 
Special exchanges from September 12, |....-.|....-. 1 5 16 30 21 84 98 
1864, to December 2, 1864. 
Exchanged by General Orders— 
No. 298, from Adjutant-General’s |......|......|..-.- a 8 15 13 99 201 
Office, December 6, 1864. 
No. 40, from Adjutant-General’s Of- |......|...... 2 2 12 16 36 242 506 
fice, March 20, 1865. 
No. 46, from Adjutant-General’s Of- 
fice, March 21, 1865. 
No. 57, from Adjutant-General’s Of- 
fice, April 7, 1865. 
No. 63, from Adjutant-General’s Of- 
fice, April 8, 1865. 
No. 75, from Adjutant-General’s Of- 
fice, April 26, 1865. 
No. 89, from Adjutant-General’s Of- 
fice, May 10, 1865. 
No. 103, from Adjutant-General’s |......|......|......|......|-...-- [S22 Bo. 2 17 
Office, May 31, 1865. 
On parole not declared exchanged.......|...---|..-..-)------|eeeeee[eeeeee|eeeeee 6 25 62 
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Bachenged by. Genoral prac 
oO. , from Adjutant-General's 840 | 8, 28 
Pilioe’ Anocat ibe 289 | 9,593 | 12,472} 4] 36] 19 if 9, 659 
No. 184, from Adjutant-General’s 815 | 4,269] 5,084] 5,899 |. 
Office, September 19,1862. 
No. 147, trom Adjutant-General's 275 | 5,156 | 5,663| 6,917] 1 1 
Office, September 80, 1862. 
No. 191, from Adjutant-General’s | 2,311 | 16,495 19, 465 | 24, 481 2 
Ottice, November 19, 1862. : 
No. 10, from Adjutant-General’s Of- | 2,170 15, 980 | 18,954 | 24,527] 7/ 9] 9| 177] 19,156 
yf 


fice, January 10, 1863. 
No. 117, from Adjutant-General’s | 1,632 8, 937 | 10,999 | 14,529 |..../ 2 
Office, May 9, 1863. 
No. 167, from Adjutant-General’s 693 | 3,145 | 4,169 | 6,296 |. 
Office, J une 8, 1863, 
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Exchanged by General Orders— 
No. 339, from Adjutant-General’s 3,109 | 14,919 | 18,112 | 21,550 |.--..|.... ot ARPS 18,115 
Office, October 16, 1863. 
No. 191, from Adjutant-General’s | 1,509 | 6,077] 7,808] 10,376] 6 |103| 7| 431 8, 355 
Office, May 7, 1864. 
Special exchanges from September 12, 311 | 1,113} 1,700} 3,542 |....|.... “J 4 1, 704 
1864, to December 2, 1864. 
Exchanged by General Orders— 
No. 298, from Adjutant-General’s | 1,433 | 7,173 | 8,943] 11,831] 8] 389] 4 23 9, 017 
Office, December 6, 1864. 
No. 40, from Adjutant-General’s Of- 8,122 | 12,606 | 16,544 | 23,074 |.-...|... Or | iets epake 16,546 
fice, March 20, 1865. 
No. 46, from Adjutant-General's Of- |.....-..|.....---|---..--.|-------- sot aint cape 204 204 
fice, March 21, 1865. 
No. 57, from Adjutant-General’s Of- 2 9 19 ST dn fonlecm ll inn 2 21 
fice, April 7, 1865. 
No. 63, from Adjutant-General’s Of- 121 610 748 DEA) aa) ats niet = Saal Sin data 748 
fice, April 8, 1865. 
No. 75, from Adjutant-General’s Of- | 2,491] 8,858 | 12,425 | 18,871 |.-..]....|.-.-|...--- 12, 425 
fice, April 26, 1865. 
No. 89, from Adjutant-General’s Of- 23 100 126 BGS (er Sul; Sealisee eek ate 126 
fice, May 10, 1865. 
No. 103, from Adjutant-General’s 54 821 895 19 CM NE | pe | Nae 395 
Office, May 31, 1865. 
On parole not declared exchanged..-..-..- 1,544 | 7,422 | 9,060 | 10,957 |....]....).-.. 209 9, 269 
22,455 |121, 480 |149, 807 /196, 980 | 26 244 1,988 | 152,015 
RECAPITULATION, REBELS. 
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Paroled up to August 27, 1862 ......-.--|------|------ 1 tf 27 33 42 150 405 
Paroled from— 
August 27, 1862, 10 September 19, |....-.|------|------|---+-- 3 af 7 22 38 
1862. 
September 19, 1862, to September 30, |...--.-|------|------|------ 22 10 10 316 836 
1862. 
September 30, 1862, to November 19, |.....-|-----.|------ 1 14 14 14 293 464 
1862. 
November 19, 1862, to January 10, |.-...--|------|------ 1 14 9 10 155 363 
1863. 
January 10, 1863, to May 9, 1863.....|....-.|------|------ 2 17 16 23 230 501 
May 9, 1863, to June 8, 1863.......--.|.-----|------|------|-+-22+|+++22-]--+2-- 38 22 59 
June 8, 1863, to October 16, 1863 ...-.|....-- 1 4 11 61 37 88 593 1, 390 
October 16, 1863, to May 7, 1864......|..-.--|------|.--+-- ie 714 18 83 144 
May 7, 1864, to December 6; 1864 siaigiel eines wa) or craeie 2 4 23 27 41 188 427 
December 6, 1864, to March 20, 1865.|....--|------ 1 3 25 29 53 488 1, 089 
March 20, 1865, to April 26, 1865......|....--|------|«-+-+-|------ 1 il Ni dim peta 200 
Paroled since baie 26, 1865......2 222 ---|ee ce nn|eoe nae] ene nee|esenee H 6 is ae 
i 1) (Se wiellarertrarsll erential ret oae teeta sd Var eet soe 
arr Sev ewcw eater eracsctescus 4 6 38 113 452 | 418 | 1,092 | 5, 086 9, 052 
Distal aor shersanen irs veveceneveel, 4 |. % | 46| 144 | 678 | 625 | 1,422 | 7,813 | 15,244 
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Earoled up - HG 27, 1862 gon. cansane 751 | 7,556 | 8,972 | 12,829] 7 | 27 | 26 69 9,101 
aro) 
August 27, 1862, to September 19, 455 | 5,879 | 6,405| 7,184) 1] 2] 2 4 6,414 
Boptamber 19, 1862, to September 30, 1, 003 8, 267 | 10, 464 | 16,023 1 4 2 32 10, 503 
186 
Sopieruer 80, 1862, to November 19, | 1,685 | 13,278 | 15,763 | 20,744 | 9|13] 5 38 | 15, 828 
186 
bo eis 19, 1862, to January 10, 522 | 5,170 6,244 | 8,996 8 | 31 | 32 60 6, 375 
8 
January 10, 1863, to May. bi 1863 721 | 8,975 | 10,485 | 14,440} 1] 34] 8] 611 11, 139 
May 9, 1863, to June 8,1 5 444 4,125 | 4,653 5, 405 |...-|—3' | 10 76 4,742 
June 8, 1863, to October ny 1863... -| 6,326 | 36,039 | 44,540 | 60, 088 4 7 4| 227 44, 782 
October 16, 1863, to May 7, 1864...... 648 3,462} 4,388] 6,411 | 13 | 74) 61 21 4, 557 
. May 7, 1864, to December 6, 1864....} 1,016 | 6,467 | 8,198 | 12,447 | 10 | 29 | 40 25 8, 302 
December 6, 1864, to March’ 20, 1865.) 2,991 | 19,186 | 23,865 | 33,641 | 1 | 26 | 47 | 266] 24,205 
March 20, 1865, to April 26, 1865..... 370 1, 548 2,134 3, 245 3 1 25 2, 165 
Paroled since April 26, 1865 6,799 | 8,805 |....| 5] 21 41 6, 866 
Miscellaneous paroles...-.......- A 737 | 1,745 | 1 9 14 761 
Panoled armies ©. ..66.55056.esescesscescce 171, 638 |266, 637 |166 | 1,772 647 | 174, 223 
Totals. cs cHeee ee ans 38, 372 |260, 932 |325, 285 1478, 640 [225 | 2,297 2, 156 | 329, 963 
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officers. 


Non-commissioned 
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Privates. 


Aggregate. 
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EK. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General, U. S. Volunteers, Commissary-General of Prisoners. 
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[DECEMBER 6, 1865.—For Holt to Stanton, in regard to the alleged 
complicity of Clement C. Clay in various crimes against the laws and 
usages of war, Wc., see inclosure No. 1, Holt to Stanton, January 18, 
1866, p. 855.] 


Fort MONROE, December 9, 1865. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


The Rey. Charles Minnigerode, of Richmond, Va., appears here with 
an order from the Secretary of War dated December 4, 1865, granting 
him an interview with Jefferson Davis as a spiritual adviser. Is the 
order genuine and sufficient for me [to] admit him? 

NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General. 


HOFFMAN House, New York, December 10, 1865. 


Hon. EDWIN M. STantron, 
Secretary of War, Washington, D. C.: 

Sir: The Tallahassee correspondent of the New York Herald, while 
urging upon President Johnson that the clemency already granted to 
several prominent Southern leaders be extended also to Mallory, Yulee, 
and other distinguished rebel gentlemen of Florida, says, in behalf of 
Mr. Mallory, ‘“‘ that he was very anxious at the beginning of the war to 
prevent disruption between the people of the South and the Govern- 
ment of the United States, and was bitterly assailed in his own State 
as having prevented the capture of Fort Pickens when it might have 
been made at that time.” These statements are all false. While in 
command of West Florida I visited Tallahassee and found in the State 
archives some of the most treasonable dispatches sent by Mallory to 
the Florida State convention in January, 1861, while he was still sit- 
ting in the U. 8S. Senate in Washington. These dispatches are in 
direct contradiction with the above misrepresentations. Instead of 
preventing disruption between the people of the South and the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, aud especially preventing the capture 
of Fort Pickens, he was actually urging both the secession of the South 
and the speedy occupation of the Pensacola forts. I thought it proper 
to take official copies of some of these dispatches, and beg leave to 
submit them herewith, as follows: 


WASHINGTON, D. C., January 6, 1861. 
The PRESIDENT OF THE FLORIDA CONVENTION: 
I send for the information of the convention the resolutions* passed by a meeting 
of Southern Senators of last evening. 
8S. R. MALLORY, 


These documents will throw proper light upon the character of 
Mallory and Yulee without further comment.t 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. ASBOTH, 
Brevet Major-General of Volunteers. 


* Omitted here; see Series I, Vol. I, p. 443. F 
tSee Perry to McGehee, Series I, Vol. I, p. 444, for other documents inclosed. 
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War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, December 10, 1865—2.40 p.m. 


Maj. Gen. N. A. M1LEs, Commanding, Fort Monroe, Va.: 


Rey. Charles Minnigerode, of Richmond, has permission from the 
Secretary of War to visit Jefferson Davis, and the order is sufficient 


for you to admit him. 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. MILITARY DIsTRICT OF ForT MONROE, 
Fortress Monroe, Va., December 12, 1865. 


General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report the prisoners Davis and Clay 
as well as usual.* The Rev. Charles Minnigerode was in consultation 
with Davis six hours yesterday. Last evening he administered the 
sacrament to him. The conversation was principally on religious mat- 
ters. 

Iam, general, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTICE, 
December 12, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. A. H. TERRY, 
Commanding Department of Virginia, Richmond, Va.: 
GENERAL: In the case of R. B. Winder, a prisoner lately forwarded 
to you from the Department of Washington to be tried at Richmond 
for violation of the laws of war, in cruel treatment of Federal prison- 
ers, &c., I am instructed by the honorable Secretary of War to request 
you not to proceed with the trial until you shall be furnished with such 
testimony in the case as is in the possession of the Government, as well 
as with the specific charges, in case it shall be determined to prepare 
the same at this Bureau. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. HOLT, 
Judge-Advocate- General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTIC#, 
December 13, 1865. 

Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War.t 

The careful investigation which, as appears from the within papers, 
has been made of the vircumstances surrounding the disappearance and 
probable murder of Capt. Hiram S. Hanchett, Sixteenth Illinois Cav- 
alry, on or about April 2 last, while a prisoner of war in the enemy’s 
hands, induces unquestionably the conclusion, which has been adopted 
by those charged with the inquiry, that this officer, while pretended to 
be transported to the place at which he was assured that he would be 
exchanged, was foully dealt with by Lieutenant-Colonel Jones, of the 


*Through the months of November and December, 1865, General Miles’ daily 
reports represent Mr. Davis as “well.” 
tSee Boggs to Magee, November 12, p. 794. 
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rebel Army, commanding post at Cahaba, Ala., or by his immediate 
orders; and that Jones, his adjutant, Lieutenant Robinson, and two 
soldiers of the rebel guard (P. B. Vaughn and Phelin Vaughn, jr.), who 
accompanied Jones and Robinson at the time, are jointly chargeable 
with Hanchett’s death. 

As the facts in the case are so few and simple it is thought that no 
further investigation is necessary; and it is advised that the com- 
mander of the Department of Alabama be instructed to arrest, if prac- 
ticable, all the parties and bring them to trial jointly upon a charge of 
murder in violation of the laws of war. 

_ It seems that the arrest of the Vaughns may be readily effected. It 
is not stated where Robinson now is, but as it is represented that Jones 
is probably in New Orleans, La., authority should be given for his 
arrest at that point. The trial should be had at Cahaba, Ala., where 
all or nearly all the material witnesses reside; and if it is found imprac- 
ticable, after reasonable efforts made, to apprehend any one or more of 
the party, the others should, notwithstanding, be put upon trial. 

J. HOLT, 

Judge-Advocate-General. 


RicHMonpD, VA., December 14, 1865. 


Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War United States of America: 


Sre: I have the honor to report that in accordance with the permis- 
sion so promptly and generously grauted by you I proceeded to Fortress 
Monroe on Saturday last (December 9). On Monday Major-General 
Miles afforded me the opportunity of visiting the prisoner, and I feel 
deeply obliged to you for the liberty extended to me of a full and free 
intercourse with Mr. Davis. 

It will be gratifying to you to receive from me the statement, not 
only that I found him in improved health, but also the acknowledg- 
ment that his room is a very excellent one, and that as far as I could 
judge his present confinement is of such a character as must answer 
the reasonable wishes of his friends and as reflects credit upon the 
Government which, whilst it feels bound to keep him in strict custody, 
shows its desire to avoid all unnecessary severity and relieve him as far 
as possible from personal annoyances. 

The privilege you accorded to me I- know to have been most highly 
appreciated by Mr. Davis, more so perhaps than any he has enjoyed 
heretofore. I was enabled to administer to him the sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper, and it gives me infinite pleasure to say that I never saw 
more respect paid to that sacred ceremony; a perfect and unbroken 
silence reigning through the whole building, not a step of the sentinels 
nor a breath of the officers in the adjoining room to interrupt the 
solemnity of the hour, and all appearing touched by its peculiar 
associations. I believe I can say without egotism that my visit has 
been productive of real good to the prisoner, and I am convinced that 
an occasional repetition of my visit would be both edifying to him and 
in perfect harmony with the humane views of the Government. 

Upon my inquiry of General Miles whether the permission granted by 
you would allow of a repetition of my visit he said that however glad he 
would be to admit me again he felt bound to construe my pass as being 
limited to this one visit and advised me to lay that question before you. 
I do se most respectfully, with the hesitation natural in any one who 
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does not wish to appear intrusive or exacting, and yet in the earnest 
hope that an occasional visit from his pastor, limited altogether to its 
religious and pastoral character (say once or twice a month if his con- 
finement continues), may not militate against the views which will 
commend themselves to your judgment. I hardly need repeat the 
assurance which I gave before that I would in no way abuse the privi- 
lege, but I can add now that Mr. Davis himself perfectly understands 
the nature of my intercourse with him, and, as a man of honor, would 
not expect anything else from me. } 

If amidst your many and urgent engagements you can find time 
to favor me with a reply or cause directions to be given me as to 
my petition involved in the above you will add to the obligation under 
which I truly feel myself to you. 

With the highest respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
CHS. MINNIGERODE. 


STEAMER LOUISE, 
En route from Mobile to New Orleans, December 17, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. U.S. GRANT: 

Sir: I inclose a copy of a protest which will explain itself. This 
protest was handed by me to General Woods, commanding at Mobile, 
on the 16th instant, upon my leaving that city for Washington. As 
Commander-in-Chief (under the President) of the armies of the United 
States, and the commanding general under whose orders and authority 
General Sherman acted, I respectfully request that you will make 
known to the President of the United States the facts stated in the 
protest and ask to have my arrest, in violation of a solemn military 
capitulation. annulled. JI need not say to you that by the terms of the 
capitulation I am to-be unmolested in person for any act of war com- 
mitted anterior to the date thereof. ‘In other words, General Sherman 
stipulated, with your consent and approbation, that so far as the moles- 
tation of person was concerned there was to be an oblivion of all past 
acts of war. I have been arrested for my escape off Cherbourg, after 
my ship sunk from under me, and I was forced to leap into the sea for 
the preservation of life, and this escape, which I claim to have been 
legitimate, is charged against me as a violation of the usages of war. 
If it were such violation it was known to the Government nearly a 
year before the capitulation and was condoned by the capitulation 
itself. If the Government designed to proceed against me on this 
charge it should have refused to have regarded me as a prisoner of 
war, and should have withheld from me the benefit of General Sher- 
maw’s convention. Having permitted me to participate in that conven- 
tion, with full knowledge of the facts, it is estopped from “molesting” 
me. Reposing entire faith and confidence in the Government I have 
been peaceably residing at my home for the space of seven months 
since the capitulation, and now I find myself arrested by military 
authority, in violation of its solemn compact. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RAPHAEL SEMMES, 
Late Rear-Admiral, C. 8. Navy. 


{Inclosure.] 


MOBILE, ALA., December 15, 1865. 
_ Sir: On the 26th day of April, 1865, I was at Greensborough, N. C., 
in command of a naval brigade forming a part of the army of General 
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Joseph E. Johnston, and participated in the capitulation between Gen 

eral Johnston and Maj. Gen. W. T. Sherman, commanding U. S. Army of 
North Carolina. The condition of said capitulation on the part of Gen- 
eral Johnston was that the army of his command should cease all acts of 
war from the date of the capitulation, 26th April aforesaid. In consid- 
eration of which condition thus entered into by General Johnston, Gen- 
eral Sherman stipulated that the officers and men composing the army 
of General Johnston should return to their homes, and there remain 
unmolested by the U.S. authorities so long as they observed the obliga- 
tion they had entered into and obeyed the laws in force where they 
resided, I have this day been arrested by the order of the Secretary of 
the Navy, had a guard placed over my house, and have been informed 
that Iam to proceed to Washington in custody, there to answer to a 
charge preferred against me predicated upon facts which took place 
anterior to the capitulation between General Johnston and General Sher- 
man. This being in violation of the capitulation on the part of General 
Sherman, I respectfully make this my protest against said arrest. 


R. SEMMES. 
GENERAL Wak DEPARTMENT, 
CouRT-MARTIAL ORDERS, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 654, Washington, December 19, 1865. 


The following-named citizens have been ordered to be released from 
confinement at the penitentiary at Jefferson City, Mo., and furnished 
with transportation to their respective homes: 

* * * * * * * 

6. Fountain Brown. 

CHARGE I: Kidnaping. 

CHARGE II: Selling persons of African descent, made free by the 
proclamation of the President of the United States. 

FINDING: Guilty. 

SENTENCE: To be confined in a military prison of the United States 
for the period of five years. 

* * * ¥ * * * 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


_ 


CouRT-MARTIAL ORDERS, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 660. Washington, December 20, 1865. 

The following-named citizens have been ordered to be released from 
confinement at Fort Warren, Boston Harbor, and furnished with trans- 
portation to their respective homes: 

1. Samuel Boyce [Boyer] Davis, alias Willoughby Cummings. 

CHARGE: Being a spy. 

FINDING: Guilty. 


SENTENCE: To be confined during the war. 
* * * * * * * 


By order of the Secretary of War: 


GENERAL War DEPARTMENT, 


E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 
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BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTICE, December 21, 1865. 
Hon. BE. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 

In the case of Burton N. Harrison, rebel, referred to me for report 
by your order of the 20th instant, I have the honor to submit as 
follows: 

This person is well known to the history of the rebellion as having 
occupied the position of private secretary to Jefferson Davis, with the 
military rank of colonel. In this close and confidential capacity he 
continued, even after the collapse of the military power of the insur- 
gents and up to the very last moment of the life of the so-called South- 
ern Confederacy, having been captured with his fugitive chief at 
Irwinville, Ga., on the 10th of May last. It is thus perceived that his 
fortunes were inseparably associated with those of his principal in 
treason, and that his case could not indeed be justly considered apart 
from that of the other. But itis not alone from the fact of this inti- 
mate and continued association with Davis that his relations to the 
latter as a criminal and traitor and his ‘joint responsibility with him in 
his crimes are to be ascertained. Of these, permanent written evi- 
dence is not wanting, and this evidence is presented in the record of 
the late conspiracy trial by the letter of Lieut. W. Alston, a rebel 
officer, to Davis, and by the indorsement of Harrison thereon. This 
letter was one of a large quantity of official papers and archives of the 
rebel Confederacy, surrendered by Joseph E. Johnston to Major-General 
Schofield, at Charlotte, N. U., and thence directly transported to the 
War Department. The letter is without date but was contained in a 
package marked: “ Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office. Letters 
received July to December, 1864.” It is addressed to ‘His Excellency 
the President of the Confederate States of America,” from Montgomery 
White Sulphur Springs, Va., and proceeds as follows: 

Ihave been thinking some time that I would make this communication to you, 
but have been deterred from doing so on account of ill-health. I now offer you my 
services, and if you will favor me in my designsI will proceed as soon as my health 
will permit to rid my country of some of her deadliest enemies by striking at the 
very heart’s blood of those who seek to enchain her in slavery. 

Here the writer, as if anticipating the possibility of some unfavorable 
comment upon this atrocious proposal, adds: 


I consider nothing dishonorable having such a tendency. 
He then goes on thus: 


AllT ask of you is to favor me by granting me the necessary papers, &c., to travel 
on while within the jurisdiction of the Confederate Government. I am perfectly 
familiar with the North and feel confident that I can execute anything I undertake, 

His next assertion shows that he has but recently effected a secret 
transit through our territory in violation of the laws of war, for he says: 


IT am just returned now from within their lines. 
He then discloses his military antecedents in the following terms: 


Iam a lieutenant in General Duke’s command and I was on the raid last June in 
Kentucky under General John H. Morgan. 


In the course of the letter he exhibits the fact that he is no obscure 
person, but the son of a well-known prominent rebel, and as such likely 
to find favor in his application. He says: 

Both the Secretary of War and his assistant, Judge Campbell, are personall 
acquainted with my father, William J. Alston, of the Fifth Coharéectoul District 


ot having served in the time of the old Congress, in the years 1849, 1850, 
anc : 
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And even more significantly, as showing that he had recently been 
brought in contact with a notorious rebel agent in Canada, found by 
the late military commission to have been implicated in the assassina- 
tion of President Lincoln and other chief officers of the Government, 
he observes in speaking of his escape as a prisoner of war: 


I shaped my course North and went through to the Canadas, from whence, by the 


assistance of Col. J. P. Holcombe, I succeeded in making my way around and through 
the blockade, 


The letter concludes as follows: 


If I do anything for you I shall expect your full confidence in return. If you do 
this I can render you and my country very important service. Let me hear from 
yousoon. * * * I would Jike to have a personal interview with you in order to 
perfect the arrangements before starting. 

Upon this communication there was found to be the following indorse- 
ment: 


A, 1390. Lieut. W. Alston, Montgomery Sulphur: Springs, Va. [No date.] Is 
lieutenant in General Duke’s command. Accompanied raid into Kentucky and was 
captured, but escaped into Canada, from whence he found his way back. Been in 
bad health. Now offers his services to rid the country of some of its deadliest ene- 
mies. Asks for papers to permit him to travel within the jurisdiction of this Gov- 
ernment. Would like to have an interview and explain. 

Respectfully referred, by direction of tho President, to the Honorable Secretary 


of War. 
BURTON N. HARRISON, 
Private Secretary. 

Here, then, is exhibited the fact that Harrisen was fully informed of 
the contents of this letter, which can be construed only as a deliberate 
offer to proceed to the assassingtion of the heads of this Government, 
aud that, being so informed, he did not hesitate to do his part in pro- 
moting the infamous designs of the writer by referring it at once to 
the executive war officer of the rebel Government for action. If he 
had not been himself an assassin at heart he would have shrunk from 
furthering such a villainous undertaking, and would have exposed and 
denounced it, as wellasitsauthor. Instead of this he becomes, with- 
out a scruple, theiustrument by which this fiendish project is made to 
receive the grave consideration accorded to an important State paper, 
and as aman of intelligence and education, and in view of the posi- 
tion which he occupied, he must be held personally responsible for the 
sanction thus awarded toits proposals. When, indeed, it is considered 
that the offer of Alston, suggested to him, as it may well have been, 
during his association with the representatives of the rebellion in Can- 
ada, was but a part of that deliberate scheme of assassination which 
was for so considerable a period maturing in the rebel councils, and 
which but afew months after the date of the letter referred to was actu- 
ally executed by the murder of President Lincoln and the attempted 
murder of the Vice-President and Cabinet, the guilt attaching to the 
act of one who in any manner advanced such schemes is perceived to 
be of no slight character. It remains but to notice that the applica- 
tion of Harrison for a pardon or parole from his prison has received 
the following indorsement: 


Mr. PRESIDENT: 

This is the case I talked with you about a few days ago. The petitioner has 
been merely an amannensis to Davis; has never been in the war against the Govern- 
ment. I am interested in him because as soon as released he is to marry a blood 
relation of my wife. The fine little girl has had bad luck, for I am told that she 
came here before the fall of Richmond for the wedding garments and was sent back 
without them. She begs me to appeal to you to make Merry Christmas of that at 


hand. F. P. BLAIR. 
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In view of the facts surrounding the case of Harrison it is feared 
that the Government would gravely compromise itself by complying 
with this recommendation, which indeed would be ludicrous were it 
not for the strange insensibility which if manifests to the revolting 
guilt with which this man’s name is connected. No more reason 1s 
perceived for its making merry the Christmas of the confidential agent 
and satellite of Davis than that of Davis himself. Associated as the 
two have been in their crimes, their flight, and their capture, it is but 
just that they should not be separated in their confinement. No exer- 
cise of Executive clemency, therefore, can be advised in this case, and 
as for the application to be paroled, which invariably accompanies such 
communications, it can no more be recommended that this should be 
granted than that a full pardon should be acceded. To ask that faith 
be reposed in a party resting under imputations not only of the deepest 
dishonor and the most intense disloyalty, but also of the gravest crime, 
is, itis submitted, as unconscionable as it would be unfortunate for 
the Government to favorably consider such a request. 

J. HOLT, 
Judge- Advocate- General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, December 23, 1865—11.35 a. m. 
Maj. Gen. IRvIN MCDOWELL, San Francisco, Cal.: 

The President of the United States has remitted the unexecuted 
portion of the sentence of W. L. Black, oue of the Salvador pirates, and 
directs his release from confinement. R€port receipt and execution. 

EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 


HEADQUARTERS DisTRICT OF For? MONROE, 
December 25, 1865. 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report the health of the prisoners 
Davis and Clay to be as well as usual. Davis, in consequence of the 
recent resolutions of Congress in his case, has shown some symptoms 
of nervousness. Previous to this he seemed to be perfectly indifferent. 
As the newspaper reports were so favorable he assumed more the airs 
of a prince than a prisoner. 
I noticed in his cell the reports of the evidence in the case of Wirz, 
which he had carefully preserved. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washington, D. C., December 28, 1865. 
His Excellency A. JOHNSON, President of the United States: 
_Sir: Application having been made to me for an extension of the 
limits to which Mrs. Jefferson Davis is now confined so as to permit 
her to go where she pleases in the United States or Canada without 
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forfeiting her present privilege of corresponding with her husband, I 
would respectfully recommend the following: That Mrs. Davis and her 
family be put precisely on the same footing as the families of other 
‘state prisoners, only excluding her from visiting this capital or her 
husband, except with special permission. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

U. S. GRANT, 
LTieutenant- General. 


Hpgrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FORT MONROE,, 
Fort Monroe, Va., December 29, 1865. 


General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


GENERAL: I have the henor to report the prisoner Davis as well. 
Clay is quite well and very cheerful, as his wife has been permitted to 
visit him. The imclosed report of Major Muhlenberg, with the red tape, 
will explain itself. I directed it to be removed from his cell, when he 
took occasion to make use of the profane and vulgar language. His 
becoming so much enraged at its being removed leads me to believe 
that he desired it for improper uses, as it is long enough to reach from 
the ramparts to the moat, and strong enough to draw up a longer cord.* 
While he is under my charge I shall exercise the same vigilance, not- 
withstanding his refined compliments. 

lam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General of U. 8. Volunteers, Commanding. 


[Inclosure.] 


Fort Monroe, VA., December 29, 1865, 
Capt. JoHn S. McEwan, 
Aide-de-Camp and Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Fort Monroe, Va.: 

I have the honor, in reply to your communication of the 28th instant, 
to make the following report of the language used by Mr. Davis, as far 
as I now remember it: 

When I asked Mr. Davis if he had any use for the tape, which I was 
directed by General Miles to remove, he replied: “The ass! Tell the 
damned ass that it was used to keep up the mosquito net on my bed. I 
had it in the casemate and he knew it. The miserable ass!” 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, __ 
CHAS, P. MUHLENBERG, 
Brevet Major, U. 8S. Army. 


CONFIDENTIAL.]. WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJT. GEN.’S OFFICE, 
December 30, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. N. A. MILEs, U.S. Volunteers, 
Commanding, Fort Monroe, Va.: i 

Sir: Your letter of the 29th instant, inclosing a quantity of red 
tape and report of the language used by Jefferson Davis on the occa- 
sion of its being taken from his room, has been submitted to the Secre- 
tary of War, who desires me to thank you for your action in the matter 
and to say that you cannot at this time be too vigilant, especially in 
regard to vessels arriving at night off Fort Monroe. 


*The “red tape” is in the custody of the War Department. It is thirty-six feet 
long, and is made up of small pieces knotted together. 
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The Secretary desires that care shall be taken in reference to any of 
the officers at the post who may have undue feeling in favor of the 
prisoners, and who might thoughtlessly accord them privileges or con- 
vey information to or from them, Allusion is made in a certain letter 
to the wife of a Third Pennsylvania artillerist, who promised Mr. Clay 
not long since to write to his wife. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. MILITARY DisTRIcT OF ForT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., January 2, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report the prisoners Davis and Clay 
to be as well as usual, and to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 
30th ultimo. In reference to that portion of it which refers to the wife 
of a Third Pennsylvania artillerist writing to Mrs. Clay, I would say 
that when Captain Titlow of that regiment was leaving the post, Mr. 
Clay asked him to have his—Titlow’s—wife write to Mrs. Clay and 
inform her of the fact of his being well. Mrs. T. did not see Clay, nor 
has he had conversation with her or any lady of the garrison. I was 
not aware of the circumstance until I saw Mrs. Clay’s letter. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


P. S.—The inclosed letter Davis desires forwarded. 


HpqQrs. MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Saint Louis, January 2, 1866. 
General J. E. JOHNSTON, Richmond, Va.: 


DEAR GENERAL: Your note of December 27 is received. I had 
before received the protest of Captain Semmes, made at Mobile, which 
I promptly sent to General Grant, and I will give the same direction to 
your letter. The final terms at Greensborough being the same as those 
of Spotsylvania | Appomattox] the construction must be the same, and 
I feel assured that the Government of the United States will keep its 
faith, whatever that may legally be construed. The arrest of Semmes 
seems to have been made by the Navy Department, so that of necessity 
President Johnson must pass on‘the case, he being the common superior 
to the Army and Navy.* 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major- General. 


_ [JANUARY 3, 1866.—For Stanton to Colfax, transmitting the record, 
including the testimony, finding, sentence, and action of the Executive 
thereon, in the court-martial in the trial of Benjamin G. Harris, see 
Executive Document, No, 14, House of Representatives, Thirty-ninth 
Congress, first session. } 


*Semmes was released April 7, 1866, 
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WASHINGTON, January 5, 1866. 
The SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES: 


I have received the following preamble and resolution adopted by 
the Senate on the 21st ultimo: 


Whereas, the Constitution declares that “in all criminal prosecutions the accused 
shall enjoy the right of a speedy and public trial by an impartial jury of the State 
or district wherein the crime shall have been committed;” and whereas, several 
months have elapsed since Jefferson Davis, late President of the so-called Confed- 
erate States, was captured and confined for acts notoriously done by him as such, 
which acts, if duly proved, render him guilty of treason against the United States 
and liable to the penalties thereof; and whereas, hostilities between the Govern- 
ment of the United States and the insurgents have ceased, and not one of the latter, 
so far as is known to the Senate, is now held in confinement for the part he may 
have acted in the rebellion, except said Jefferson Davis: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the President be respectfully requested, if compatible with the 
public safety, to inform the Senate upon what charges or for what reasons said 
Jefferson Davis is still held in confinement, and why he has not been put upon his 
trial. 

In reply to the resolution I transmit the accompanying reports from 
the Secretary of War and the Attorney-General, and at the same time 
invite the attention of the Senate to that portion of my message dated 
the 4th day of December last, which refers to Congress the questions 
connected with the holding of circuit courts of the United States within 
the districts where their authority has been interrupted. 

ANDREW JOHNSON. 


[Inclosure No. 1.] 


WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington City, January 4, 1866. 
The PRESIDENT: é 

Str: To the annexed Senate resolution, passed December 21, 1865, 
referred to me by you for report, I have the honor to state: 

1. That Jefferson Davis was captured by U.S. troops in the State of 
Georgia on or about the 10th day of May, 1865, and by order of this 
Department has been, and now is, confined in Fort Monroe, to abide 
such action as may be taken by the proper authorities of the United 
States Government. 

2. That he has not been arraigned upon any indictment or formal 
charge of crime, but has been indicted for the crime of high treason by 
the grand jury of the District of Columbia, which indictment is now 
pending in the supreme court of said District. He is also charged 
with the crime of inciting the assassination of Abraham Lincoln, and 
with the murder of Union prisoners of war by starvation and other 
barbarous and cruel treatment toward them. ' 

3. The President deeming it expedient that Jefferson Davis should 
first be put upon his trial before a competent court and jury for the 
crime of treason, he was advised by the law officer of the Government 
that the most proper place for such trial was in the State of Virginia. 
That State is within the judicial circuit assigned to the Chief Justice 
of the Supreme Court, who has held no court there since the apprehen- 
sion of Davis, and who declines for an indefinite period to hold any 
court there. 

The matters above stated are, so far as I am informed, the reasons 
for holding Jefferson Dayis in confinement and why he has not been 
put upon his trial. ‘ 

4, Besides Jefferson Davis the following persons who acted as officers 
of the rebel Government are imprisoned, to wit, Clement O. Clay, at 
Fort Monroe, charged, among other things, with treason, with com- 
plicity in the murder of Mr. Lincoln, and with organizing bands cf 
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pirates, robbers, and murderers in Canada, to burn the cities and ravage 
the commerce and coasts of loyal States on the British frontier; D. l. 
Yulee,.at Fort Pulaski, charged with treason while holding a seat in 
the U.S. Senate, and with plotting to capture the forts and arsenals 
of the United States, and with inciting war and rebellion against the 
Government; S. R. Mallory, at Fort Lafayette, charged with treason, 
and with organizing and setting on foot piratical expeditions against 
the United States commerce and marine on the high seas. 

Other officers of the so-called Confederate Government, arrested and 
imprisoned, have been released on parole to abide the action of the 
Government in reference to their prosecution and trial for alleged 
offenses, on their applications for amnesty and pardon. Among these 
are G. A. Trenholm, Secretary of the Treasury; John A. Campbell, 
Assistant Secretary of War; James A. Seddon, Secretary of War; 
John H. Reagan, Postmaster-General; R. M. T. Hunter, senator; 
Alexander H. Stephens, Vice-President, and sundry other persons of 
less note. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


[Inclosure No. 2.” 


ATTORNEY-GENERAL’S OFFICE, January 4, 1866. 
The PRESIDENT: 

Srr: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt from you of a copy 
of the resolution of the Senate of the United States of date the 21st of 
December, 1865. In that resolution the Senate respectfully requests to 
be.informed upon what charges and for what reasons Jefferson Davis is 
still held in confinement, and why he has not been put upon his trial. 

When the war was at its crisis Jefferson Davis, the commander-in- 
chief of the army of the insurgents, was taken prisoner, with other 
prominent rebels, by the military forces of the United States. It was 
the duty of the military so to take them. They have been heretofore 
and are yet held as prisoners of war. Though active hostilities have 
ceased a state of war still exists over the territory in rebellion. Until 
peace shall come in fact and in law they can rightfully be held as 
prisoners of war. 

I have ever thought that trials for high treason cannot be had before 
a military tribunal. The civil courts have alone jurisdiction of that 
crime. The question then arises: Where and when must the trials 
thereof be held? 

In that clause of the Constitution mentioned in the resolution of the 
Senate it is plainly written that they must be held in the State and 
district ‘‘ wherein the crime shall have been committed.” I know that 
many persons (of learning and ability) entertain the opinion that the 
commander-in-chief of the rebel armies should be regarded as con- 
structively present with all the insurgents who prosecuted hostilities 
aie made raids upon the northern and southern borders of the loyal 

aces. 

This doctrine of constructive presence, carried out to its logical con- 
sequences, would make all who had been connected with the rebel 
armies liable to trial in any State and district into which any portion of 
those armies had made the slightest incursion. Not being persuaded 
of the correctness of that opinion, but regarding the doctrine men- 
tioned as of doubtful constitutionality, I have thought it not proper to 
advise you to cause criminal proceedings to be instituted against Jef- 
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ferson Davis, or any other insurgent, in States or districts in which 
they were not actually present during the prosecution of hostilities. 

Some prominent rebels were personally present at the invasions of 
Maryland and Pennsylvania; but all or nearly all of them received 
military paroles upon the surrender of the rebel armies. Whilst I 
think that those paroles are not ultimate protection for prosecutions for 
high treason, I have thought that it would be a violation of the paroles 
to prosecute those persons for crimes before the political power of the 
Government has proclaimed that the rebellion has been suppressed. 

It follows from what I have said that I am of the opinion that Jeffer- 
son Davis and others of the insurgents ought to be tried in some one of 
the States or districts in which they in person respectively committed the 
crimes with which they may be charged. Though active hostilities and 
flagrant war have not for some time existed between the United States 
and the insurgents, peaceful relations between the Government and 
the people in the States and districts in rebellion have not yet been 
fully restored. None of the justices of the Supreme Court have held 
cheat courts in those States and districts since actual hostilities 
ceased. 

When the courts are open and the laws can be peacefully adminis- 
tered and enforced in those States whose people rebelled against the 
Government—when thus peace shall have come, in fact and in law, 
the persons now held in military custody as prisoners of war, and who 
may not have been tried and convicted for offenses against the laws of 
war, Should be transferred into the custody of the civil authorities of 
the proper districts to be tried for such high crimes and misdemeanors 
as may be alleged against them. 

I think that it is the plain duty of the President to cause criminal 
prosecutious to be instituted before the proper tribunals and at the 
proper times against some of those who were mainly instrumental in 
inaugurating and most conspicuous in conducting the late hostilities. 

I should regard it as a direful calamity if many whom the sword has 
spared the law should spare also; but I would deem it a more direful 
calamity still if the Executive, in performing his constitutional duty of 
bringing those persons before the bar of justice to answer for their 
crimes, should violate the plain meaning of the Constitution, or infringe 
in the least particular the living spirit of that instrument. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, 
JAMES SPEED, 
Attorney-General. 


WaR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, January 10, 1866. 
Maj. Gen. P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Comdg. Military Division of the Gulf, New Orleans, La.: 
GENERAL: I have respectfully to request you to furnish this office 
with information as to the nature of the charges and specifications pre- 
ferred against John B. Clark and William M. Gwin, citizens, whose 
names are embraced in the list of prisoners forwarded by you under 
date December 6, 1865, and who are reported therein as having been 
committed by you. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS DisTRICT OF Fort MONROE, 
January 11, 1866. 


General E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Brevet Major-General and Assistant Adjutant-General: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report the prisoners Davis and Clay 

as being well, and forward communications of Bvt. Col. T. G. Baylor, 
in reference to employés in his department who have been in the rebel 
army.* As his orders are received direct from Washington 1 would 
respectfully recommend they be discharged, as I do not think it proper 
such men should have access to the fort. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FoRT MONROE, VA., 
January 12, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistamt Adjutant-General: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report prisoners Davis and Olay as 
quite-comfortable. They appear as well as at any time during their 
confinement and say their general health is good. I inclose report of 
Surg. G. E. Cooper, U. S. Army. 

I remain, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. S. Volunteers. 


[Inclosure. } 


Fort MONROE, VA., January 12, 1866. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL, Military District of Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Sir: ln compliance with instructions bearing date of to-day I have 
visited the state prisoners Jefferson Davis and C. CO. Clay, now in con- 
finement at this post. I find their physical condition to be as follows: 
Jefferson Davis is much troubled with a dyspeptic condition of the 
stomach, a want of appetite, considerable nervousirritation, and insom- 
nolency. Heis, however, more affected by mental than bodily ailments. 

C. C, Clay has asthma, not, however, of a severe type, and a slight 
attack of erysipelatous inflammation of the right ear, He is in every 
other respect well. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8S. Army. 


Hpqrs. MILITARY DISTRICT. oF ForRT MONROE, 
January 13, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report no change in the condition of 
the prisoners Davis and Olay since my report of* yesterday. 1 inclose 
letter from Clay to his wife, which he’desires may be forwarded. The 
article in the New York Herald of the 12th instant in reference to the 


* Baylor's communications omitted. One inclosure contained the names of ten 
employés who had served in the Confederate Army. 
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prisoners is without foundation. Correspondents are not allowed inside 
the fort. They gather rumors from enlisted men and citizens outside. 
1 am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. 8S. Volunteers. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., January 13, 1866. 
Major-General MILES, Commanding, Fort Monroe: 

Your letter reporting employment of rebel soldiers in Fort Monroe 
Arsenal received. The Secretary of W4&r orders their instant dis- 
charge, and that you attend personally to their discharge and imme- 
diate removal beyond limits of the public ground of Fort Monroe, and 
that on no account or pretense either they or any one else who has 
been in rebel service be permitted to be employed in or come inside of 
the limits of your post. Order Colonel Baylor to leave the arsenal in 
charge of the next officer and to proceed by first conveyance to this 
city and report in person to the Adjutant-General. Report receipt and 
execution of this order. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Fort MONROE, January 14, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 
Your telegram of last night received and acted on. Report will be 
forwarded by to-morrow’s mail. 
Very respectfully, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General of Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS DIstTRicT oF FoRT MONROE, 
January 15, 1866. 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant- General: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report the prisoner Davis as well. 
Clay is comfortable, although suffering some from asthma. No mail 
was sent yesterday because of there being no communication between 
Baltimore and this place on Sundays. © I have the honor also to report 
that all the employés in the arsenal at this point have been discharged 
and removed beyond the limits of the public ground. 
I am, general, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILKS, 
Major-General, U. S. Volunteers, Commanding. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTICE, 
Washington, D. C., January 18, 1866, 
Hon. EH. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 

Sir: In compliance with the resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives of the 10th instant, referred by you to me for report, I have the 
honor to submit as follows: 

In this resolution the Executive is requested to communicate to the 
House, if not incompatible with the public interests, such reports, 
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among others, as have been made by this Bureau ‘(as to the grounds, 
facts, or accusations upon which Jefferson Davis, Clement C. Clay, jr., 
Stephen R. Mallory, and David L. Yulee, or either of them, are held 
in confinement.” In regard to the case of Davis, I have first to report 
that it is understood he is held imprisoned by the Government upon a 
charge of treason, committed in many of the States of the Union 
through the operations of his armies, but that the disposition of this 
charge has been in no manner committed to this Bureau. In the 
investigation, however, of the charge of his complicity in the assassi- 
nation of President Lincoln it has been for some time engaged. 

On May 4 [2*] last a proclamation was issued by the President in 
which it was set forth that it‘appeared from evidence in the possession of 
the Government that the murder of President Lincoln had been “incited, 
concerted, and procured by and between” Davis and other persons 
named, and in which, to the end that justice might be done, a reward 
of $100,000 was offered for his arrest within the limits of the United 
States, so that he could be brought to trial, as well as rewards for the 
arrest, with the same view, of sundry other of his alleged co-conspir- 
ators. Within a short period after the issuing of this proclamation he 
was captured by a detachment of U. S. troops, and was thereupon 
committed to imprisonment at the military post at which he is still 
confined. It is understood, therefore, that it is upon the charge set 
forth in the President’s proclamation of May last, as well as upon the 
charge before alluded to, that he is now held in military custody. Since 
his arrest, indeed, several of his alleged accomplices in the assassina- 
tion have been brought to trial therefor before a military commission 
composed of officers of high rank and reputation in the service; and 
this commission, after a very patient and thorough examination of 
testimony, not only convicted the accused and sentenced them to death 
or to a confinement in the penitentiary, but arrived also at the delib- 
erate judgment and so declared that Davis was directly implicated in 
their crime, and guilty, with them, of the murder of the President, and 
the attempted or proposed murders of other chief officers of the Gov- 
ernment. Of the facts upon which is based the charge against Davis 
of complicity in the assassination of President Lincoln no report has 
heretofore been presented by me other than one of a verbal character, 
consisting of an exhibition to yourself and the President of certain 
depositions, with such explanatory remarks as were thought proper to 
be made. But believing it to be within the scope of the resolution of 
the House of Representatives, if not required by its very language, to 
present such points of the testimony in the possession of the Govern- 
ment as will indicate truly its character and force, I have now the 
honor to submit the following statements: 

_ From published articles in the newspapers of the South, as well as 
from official communications recently discovered among the archives 
of the so-called Southern Confederacy, and from the testimony given 
upon the late trial of the conspirators, it is to be inferred that the proj- 
ect of an assassination of the heads of this Government was, during 
the continuance of the rebellion, entertained and frequently proposed 
among the enemy, and especially among those who constituted the 
highest administrative circle at Richmond. An example of the news- 
paper articles alluded to is presented, in the course of the testimony 
specified, in the advertisement of December 1, 1864, in the Selma, Ala., 
Dispatch, of George W. Gayle, offering for a sum stated to “cause the 
lives of Abraham Lincoln, William H. Seward, and Andrew Johnson 


*See Series I, Vol. XLIX, Part II, p. 566. 
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to be taken by the 1st of March” following, a publication which seems 
to have been made and circulated without rebuke from any quarter.* 
Of the official communications referred to, the first, which is in the 
form of a letter to Davis from a citizen of Georgia, is dated September 
12, 1861, and from that period, indeed, the chiefs of the rebellion 
appear to have accustomed themselves to look upon the project with 
interest and approbation. The formal proposition of this character next 
in date, found among the rebel archives, is that of a non-commissioned 
officer of the rebel army, who also addresses Davis directly, under date 
of August 17, 1863. In this letter the writer proposes to “organize a 
number of select men, not less than 300 to 500, to go into the United 
States and assassinate the most prominent leaders of our enemies,” 
and indicates by name President Lincoln and honorable Secretary 
Seward. He represents that he has “made it a point to elicit the opin- 
ion of many men upon the subject,” and that “most have confidence in 
its benefits to us.” He then goes on to present the arguments in favor 
of the adoption of the scheme, urging that upon its execution all 
prominent men in the Joyal States will perceive that “their existence 
is in the utmost peril” if they persist in the attempt to suppress the 
rebellion, and that such a panic and confusion will at once be produced 
at the North as to hasten peace aud the independence of the South. 
The writer further details his personal record prior to and during the 
rebellion, saying, ‘‘1 was opposed to secession, but am now committed 
to the death against subjugation or reunion.” This paper, as is shown 
by the official indorsement thereon, was treated by Davis as one proper 
for consideration, and was referred, by his order, and apparently with- 
out scruple or hesitation, to his Secretary of War. 

At this point the later communication of a similar character to that 
noticed of Lieut. W. Alston to Davis may well be adverted to. This 
letter, found among the records of the rebel Government which were 
surrendered by Joseph E. Johnston to Major-General Schofield at 
Charlotte, N. C., in May last, has already been given to the country in 
the published testimony adduced upon the trial before mentioned. It 
is addressed to His Excellency the President of the Confederate States 
of America, and, though without date, was found in a package of let- 
ters marked as received from July to December, 1864. The writer, who 
represents himself as a lieutenant in Duke’s command, and as having 
in the previous June been engaged iu a raid under Morgan, proposes 
to Davis to “rid his country of some of her deadliest enemies by 
striking at the very heart’s blood of those who seek to enchain her in 
slavery,” adding, “I consider nothing dishonorable having such a tend- 
ency.” He further dilates upon his scheme, describes his recent 
escape, from our lines as a prisoner of war, his flight to Canada, and 
his being there assisted by J. P. Holcombe (one of the well-known rebel 
agents in that country) to make his way back to the South through the 
blockade, and finally commends himself and his proposition to the 
favor of Davis by representing himself as the son of a member of Con- 
gress from Alabama in the years 1849 to 1851. The indorsement upon 
this communication also shows that it was carefully briefed and for- 
mally referred, by the order of Davis, to his chief executive war officer, 
and that it was marked when received by the Assistant Secretary of 
War, Campbell, “for attention.” 

Here, too, may be noticed the letter of W. S. Oldham (a member from 
Texas of the so-called Confederate Senate) to Davis found among the 


* See Christensen to Smith, Series I, Vol, XLIX, Part II, p. 866. 
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official papers in the Capitol at Richmond shortly after its capture, and 
published with the testimony upon the trial referred to. In this letter 
the writer, after alluding to a recent conference with Davis, at which 
the subject of burning our towns, cities, and shipping had been freely 
considered and discussed, goes on to enforce the practicability of the 
scheme, in which he with Professor McCullob, General Harris, and 
others were interested, of the wholesale destruction not only of the 
property of the United States, but of private property as well as of 
human life, both at sea and on land, by means of a combustible material 
carefully constructed for that purpose. The letter concludes by urging 
it upon Davis to have an interview with Harris, who, it is thought, will 
be able to convince the latter of the entire feasibility of the project. 
It cannot escape observation that so appalling seemed this proposal 
that, with all the demoralization which the rebellion had wrought, it 
was still feared that men could not be found sufficiently fiendish to 
undertake the execution of such a programme of crime; and hence the 
suggestion made, and pressed upon Davis by Oldham, that so ingen- 
iously had McCulloh arranged the combustibles that they could be 
used not only, to quote the terms of the letter, ‘‘ without exposing the 
party using them to the least danger of detection whatever,” but that 
“the work might be done by agents, and in most cases by persons 
ignorant of the facts and therefore innocent agents.” It is difficult to 
conceive of a more diabolical proposition than that presented by this 
letter, involving as it did all the elements of assassination, and contem- 
plating upon a scale probably without a parallel in the history of the 
race the murderous sacrifice of the lives of unarmed non-combatants, 
whether found in their homes upon land or beyond the reach of succor 
in ships at sea. But upon this proposition is indorsed, in the hand- 
writing of Davis himself and over his own initials, a direction to his 
Secretary of State to ‘see Harris and learn what plan he has for over- 
coming the difficulty heretofore experienced;” thus evidently referring 
to the attempt which had recently been made by the rebel agents, Ken- 
nedy and others, to burn at night the city of New York, but which 
attempt had failed from the defective character of the materials 
employed. The unhesitating and confident manner in which proposals 
of this class are perceived to have been addressed to the head of the 
rebellion, in connection with the absence of all discussions as to their 
criminality, and the earnestness with which their practicability was 
urged as a ground for their acceptance, while it evinces the fact that 
the idea of assassination as a mode of warfare was widespread in the 
South, indicates also the general conviction that such schemes as those 
thus advanced were favored by Davis. And the action of the latter, 
in testing the feasibility of these schemes by giving them the direction 
described, can, it is believed, leave no doubt as to the spirit which actu- 
ated these references. When King Pyrrhus, in the prosecution of an 
unprovoked war, was laying waste the territory of Rome, his physician 
secretly offered to Fabricius, the Roman Consul, then in command of the 
armies of the Republic, to take the life of the King by poison, provided 
a proper compensation should be made to him for the infamous service. 
Fabricius, however, instead of referring the matter for consideration or 
for inquiry whether all difficulties in the way had been overcome, 
spurned the atrocious proposal, and in a brief note, as simple as it was 
morally grand in its terms, addressed by himself and colleague to 
Pyrrhus, he informed him of the offer, and placed the letter contain- 
ing it in his hands, and added: “You will see by this letter, which was 
sent to us, that you are at war with men of virtue and honor, and trust 
knaves and villains.” The result was that the traitor and would-be 
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assassin was seized and punished. So when Earl St. Vincent, who was 
Admiral Jervis, had, while in the naval service of England, a proposal 
made to him for the assassination of Napoleon Bonaparte, then at war 
with his country, he made this memorable reply: “Lord St. Vincent has 
not words to express the detestation in which he holds an assassin.” 
The incident will be found recorded at page 204 of second volume of 
Tucker’s Memoirs of that nobleman, who honored alike himself and 
human nature by the utterance cited. 

The contrast between the acts and impulses of the historical person- 
ages thus instanced, in evincing their detestation of the revolting propo- 
sitions described, and those of Davis in coolly entertaining and consider- 
ing as ordinary matters of business, even more horrible schemes, is too 
striking to need comment. But the animus of his proceedings on the 
occasions referred to finds its fullest illustration in the important testi- 
mony which I am about to detail of the direct and immediate part borne 
by bim as a chief conspirator in assassination. It was in the summer 
of 1863 that the designs entertained by leading rebels against the per- 
son and the life of President Lincoln appear to have taken definite 
form. The scheme then resolved upon was, not to murder the President 
at Washington, but by a coup de main to seize him and transport him 
within the rebel lines, with the understanding, however, that if an 
attempt were made to rescue him his life should be at once taken. The 
full knowledge and approval of this scheme, known in rebel circles as the 
kidnaping plot, on the part of Davis, and the immediate direction of 
it which he assumed, are set forth in the deposition of a witness taken 
by me at this Bureau on the 23d of November last.* This witness, whose 
statements may be fully relied upon, was, as he represents at the time 
specified, in the service of the rebel General Winder, at Richmond, and 
had been informed by the latter of the plot in question, the execution 
of which had just then been determined upon. Presently afterward he 
encountered at a drinking saloon in Richmond the son of a leading rebel, 
who, being in a drunken and excited condition, was declaring in the 
presence of a crowd of persons the details of the pending scheme of 
crime, and asserting, to quote the language of the deposition— 

That there was a plot laid to kidnap or kill the Yankee President, and that they 
would have him at Richmond inside of a month to split the wood and to cook the 
Yankee officers’ grub in Libby Prison. 

The witness at once arrested the speaker, placed him in confinement, 
and reported the circumstance to Winder. When Davis heard of this 
arrest of the son, as it is expressed, of his particular friend, he sent to 
Winder for au explanation, and the latter thereupon required the witness 
to accompany him to the office of Davis. What occurred at this inter- 
view is detailed in the deposition as follows: 

General Winder said to Mr. Davis that I was the man who had made tho arrest and 
would explain to him all about it. In reply to Mr. Davis’ questions I then related to 
him what (naming the party arrested )—had said and that I had felt it my duty 
toarresthim. Davisseemed much excited about it, and General Winder said that their 
plans and schemes would be let out by such damned drunken characters as - 
and that he ought to be hung. By this time several other gentlemen—naming three 
persons—had come in, having heard what was going on. General Winder continued 
talking and said that they must bring the “monkey,” meaning President Lincoln, 
soul and body, to Richmond; but thatif they could not bring him alive they must 
bring his scalp. Mr. Davis then spoke up, saying, “Gentlemen, you must capture 
him and bring him, if possible, to Richmond without hurting a hair of his head, but 
if an attempt is made to recapture him you must see that he never reaches Wash- 
ington alive.” Mr. (naming one of the three persons) observed that they 


would require more means than they had to carry out their purposes, to which Mr. 
Davis answered by saying to General Winder that he must furnish all necessary 


*See deposition of Wright, p. 815. 
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means to carry the plan into execution at once. All the gentlemen present were 
understood to be engaged in it. I then left Mr. Davis’ office, the other persons 
remaining. Before I did so, however, Mr. Davis said I must arrest certain persons 
present in the drinking saloon, supposed to be blockade-runners, who had heard 
Mr. ’s declarations. I made an attempt to find them, but failed to do so. 

The witness then being further interrogated by me as to whether he. 
knew why this scheme was not carried out at the time, replied: 

I do not. I left General Winder’s service soon afterward, and was not again in 
a position to be informed of what was going on in connection with the proposed 
capture. 

From this and other testimony it is quite clear that this plan was 
abandoned only when on the point of being attempted to be carried into 
effect, and that it was abandoned solely for the reason that it was judged 
to be attended with too great hazard and uncertainty. And consider. 
ing the crime which was afterward concerted and perpetrated, it is 
deemed very apparent that the main feature of this plan, which pur- 
ported to contemplate only the kidnaping of the President, was a mere 
pretext employed to draw into the enterprise those who otherwise would 
have hesitated to engage in it. For itis manifest that Davis must have 
been aware that an undertaking of the character designed could not 
have failed to lead to an immediate pursuit and an attempt at rescue; 
and that thus the very contingency upon the happening of which the 
life of the President was directed to be taken must necessarily have 
occurred. 

We now approach the part borne by this chief traitor in the actual 
crime with which closed alike his own career and that of the rebellion. 
As early as the summer of 1864 Jacob Thompson said to the Govern- 
ment witness, Montgomery, that he had his friends, Confederates, all 
over the Northern States who were ready and willing to go any lengths 
to serve the cause of the South; that he could at any time have the 
tyrant Lincoln and any others of his advisers that he chose put out of 
his way, and that they would not consider it a crime when done for the 
cause of the Confederacy. Upon this conversation being repeated to 
C. C. Clay he fully assented to the declarations of Thompson. The con- 
spiracy, however, in Canada did not assume any definite form until the 
month of November, when something like a programme for the assassi- 
nation seems to have been arranged, and a Captain Kennedy appears to 
have been looked to as the one who was to lead in its execution. This 
will be more clearly seen by reference to an extract from the deposition 
to be found cited in the accompanying report made by this Bureau in 
the case of C. C, Clay. Kennedy was subsequently transferred to the 
duty of burning the city of New York, which with his associates he soon 
thereafter attempted, and in the attempt himself soon reached the gal- 
lows. Booth seems to have succeeded him as a leader of the band who 
were actually to do the work of murder. He was in Canada in frequent 
and intimate association with the principal conspirators, and this posi- 
tion, it is fair to presume from the testimony, was accorded to him by all. 

About this time, in consequence of the annoyances to which those 
who had been engaged in the Saint Albans raid were ‘exposed, from 
prosecutions and otherwise, some feeling of dissatisfaction with the 
rebel Government had grown up among the conspirators, and an 
unwillingness was manifested to enter upon the enterprise of the 
assassination of the President unless they could have an express and 
specific authorization for their acts from Richmond, and a satisfactory 
assurance of complete protection from the rebel authorities. It is true, 
as detailed by Doctor Merritt, that in February, 1865, George N. 
Sanders had in his possession and read to his co-conspirators an informal 
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letter from Davis to the effect that he would approve of whatever 
measures they might take to accomplish the object desired; but this 
does not seem to have been regarded as sufficiently formal and explicit. 
Jacob Thompson, indeed, said to a Government witness about this time 
that he was in favor of the proposition, but had deferred giving his 
answer until he had consulted his Government at Richmond, and that 
he was only waiting their approval. In view of all the circumstances of 
peril which surrounded this crime, and of the fact that it was to be 
perpetrated solely in advancement of the cause of the rebellion, the 
solicitude and apprehensions of the conspirators thus entertained were 
natural enough. As a result of this state of feeling on their part, 
John H. Surratt was deputed by them to Richmond to obtain that 
direct authority which they all felt was necessary to their own safety. 
Itis upon the arrival of Surratt at Richmond that the narrative of the 
important testimony, not heretofore given to the public, but now to be 
fully set forth, commences. Upon reaching his destination in the lat- 
ter part of March last, he fell in with his two former friends, the wit- 
nesses whose depositions are about to be presented, to whom he frankly 
disclosed the business in which he was engaged. At the same time he 
urged them to unite with him in the prosecution of the plot, and indulg- 
ing the hope that they would do so, invited them to be present with 
him at the private interviews which he presently had with Davis, and 
a high official of his Government to whom Surratt had borne a letter 
from one of his co-conspirators in Canada. The first of these inter. 
views is thus described by one of the witnesses, whose deposition was 
taken by me at this Bureau on 4th November last: 


After the introduction Davis and (naming the official referred to) with- 
drew into another room and had along private conference, as we supposed, together. 
Mr. (the official named) then called us into the room where Mr. Davis was 
seated. On entering the room Davis said, ‘‘Surratt, there is no necessity for your 
coming here for any special authority, for the soldiers in the North and in Canada 
are expected to carry the war to the knife, and they require no more authority to 
kill Lincoln than they do to kill any Union soldier. Such killing,” he said, ‘‘ would 
be a legitimate act of warfare; for,” said he, ‘‘if a couple of Yankees were to 
come into my house and killme they would be lauded for it and rewarded as heroes,” 
Surratt answered that the boys in the North were somewhat dissatisfied; that in 
certain things which they had done, although promised protection by the author- 
ities, yet they felt they had not received it as fully as they were entitled to claim 
it, and they therefore insisted on having authority for their action directly from the 
Government itself. -Mr. Davis said, ‘‘ Although there is no necessity for it yet if 
you wish it the proper papers shall be prepared, and if you will call on (a 
high official) to-morrow you will receive the papers from him.” 


The witness then describes the second interview in the following 
words: ; 


We (meaning Surratt, himself, and the other witness, who now also accompanied 
them) accordingly called the next day on (naming again the official above 
alluded to), but found that the papers were not yet ready. Mr. — (the official 
named) proposed that we should go to Mr. Davis’ office, which we did. Mr. Davis 
welcomed us and alleged indisposition as a reason why the paper were not ready, 
but said if we would sit a few moments they would be brought to us. He retired 
from the room and ina short time returned with a packet addressed to Colonel 
Thompson (meaning Jacob Thompson) and handed it to Surratt, telling him to 
deliver it to Colonel Thompson, then in Canada, and saying that it conferred all the 
authority he had asked for. At the same time Mr. (the official named) deliy- 
ered a small package of papers to Surratt. As we were about to leave Mr Davis 
shook our hands kindly and said he hoped we would all act bravely and succeed, 
but added that there had been so many attempts at this thing which had failed that 
he had not much confidence in them, Mr. (the other witness) then remarked, 
“We must be brave and succeed or we will all dance on nothing.” (the offi- 
cial named) answered, ‘‘No; if you should fail and are captured, and threatened 
with punishment, we will notify the Yankee Government that for every one they 
hang a dozen shall swing the next day.” ‘‘ Besides,” he continued, ‘‘it is legitimate 
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warfare, for if the Yankees should steal into one of our camps and murder our soldiers 
before they could get possession of their arms it would be considered right.” Then 
Mr, Davis repeated his remark of the day previous in regard to Yankees getting 
into his house and killing him, and said to us that we should be fully protected by 
the Government. We then left, and the next day Surratt started for the North. 

The deposition of the other witness, taken by me at the same time as 
that of his companion, covers the second interview with Davis, and, 
though narrating the conversation and proceedings in substantially 
the same terms as those just recited, may yet be properly submitted in 
this place, as follows: 

From Mr. ’3 (naming the official before alluded to) office we all, that is 
(the said official), Surratt, (naming the other witness), and myself went to the 
office of Mr. Davis, the Confederate President, where we were introduced to Mr. 
Davis by (the said official). A conversation then ensued between Davis, 
(the said official), and Surratt, but it was conducted in so low a tone that I did not 
hear it distinctly. When we rose to leave Mr. Davis shook us by the hand and said 
that we must act bravely and succeed. I replied that we would have to act bravely 
and succeed, for if we were caught we might have to dance upon nothing. 
(the said official) said, ‘‘No; for if any of us were caught and sentenced to be hung, 
that they would notify the Yankee Government that they would hang a dozen for 
one.” Mr. Davis then spoke and said that we should be fully protected, and that 
the enterprise in which we were about to engage was justified by the laws of war. 
He added, “‘If two or more Yankees should steal into my house at night and kill 
me their Government would laud them and reward them as heroes.” (the 
said official) said to us that it was the same as falling on soldiers in their camp and 
killing them hefore they could get their arms. While we were conversing papers 
were delivered by Davis and (the said official) to Surratt. Davis, in handing 
the packet to Surratt, told him to deliver it to Colonel Thompson, and said that it 
contained all the authority which had been asked for. I saw Surratt the next day 
when he was about leaving for the North, but I did not accompany him, but declined 
doing so. 

To these recitals there is only to be added the statement of both 
witnesses that Surratt informed them that he had been assured by 
Jacob Thompson that a fund, to quote again from the testimony, “of 
$200,900 had been set apart for the purpose and would be distributed 
among the parties engaged in killing the President.” 

These witnesses, whose personal testimony remains at the command 
of the Government, are regarded as entirely reliable, and as they are 
without any motive whatever to misrepresent, it is believed that their 
statements may be accepted as strictly true. Moreover, they are so 
strikingly corroborated by the previous testimony exhibited as to make 
the events to which they testify appear but a logical sequence of those 
which had preceded them. Theinterviews which these witnesses recount 
are stated to have taken place in the latter part of March, and it is added 
by them that Surratt proceeded to the North immediately afterward. 
At this point the narrative is taken up by a witness upon the conspiracy 
trial, who states that Surratt arrived in Washington on April 3; that he 
had in his possession a considerable quantity of gold; that he remained 
in Washington but a few hours, in the course of which he stated to the 
witness that he had just come from Richmond, where he had seen Davis 
and Benjamin, and that he proceeded on the same evening, April 3, to 
Montreal, where he arrived on April 6. Another witness upon the same 
trial testifies that on April 6 or 7 he was present in Jacob Thompson’s 
room at his hotel in Montreal; that Surratt was also present, having 
just arrived from Richmond with dispatches, among which were com- 
munications both from Davis and Benjamin; and that Thompson, laying 
his hand upon these dispatches, exclaimed, referring to the assent of 
the rebel authorities to the scheme of assassination, “This makes the 
thing all right.” From the testimony of the witness last before cited 
we have next the fact that Surratt left Montreal on April 12, and from 
another witness the fact that on the 14th he was seen about 2 o’clock in 
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the afternoon walking in the streets of Washington with his spurs on, 
having doubtless brought dispatches from Thompson to Booth, and 
that he thereupon disappeared. On the night of that day President 
Lincoln was murdered, the exclamation of the assassin and the sur- 
rounding circumstances making it apparent to all that the crime was 
committed in the interest of the public enemy and under the inspira- 
tion of the chiefs of the rebellion. To the chain of testimony thus indi- 
cated may be added yet another link, which is found in the language 
of Davis when speaking to John C. Breckinridge of the assassination 
of the President the day after the telegram announcing it had been 
received. Breckinridge, it seems, professed to deplore it, not as a crime, 
but simply as a misfortune to the South at the time. A witness, neither 
whose intelligence nor integrity has been or can be impeached, testifies 
that to this view expressed by Breckinridge Davis replied as follows: 

Well, General, I don’t know; if it were to be done at all it were better that it were 
well done; and if the same had been done to Andy Johnson—the beast—and to Sec- 
retary Stanton the job would then be complete. - 

These are not the words of sorrow or of surprise but rather of exul- 
tation over a tragedy which had been anticipated, mingled with regret 
that in important particulars the programme of crime, with the details 
of which the language implies an acquaintance, had failed. Impressed 
by the force of these proofs, which still exist and are within the reach of 
the Government, I have entertained the opinion, and frankly expressed 
it to yourself, that Davis should be put upon his trial before a military 
court, such as during the past summer tried and condemned his alleged 
confederates in guilt—such a tribunal alone, in my judgment, having 
jurisdiction of the offense, which was committed in aid of the rebellion 
and in violation of the laws and usages of war. My conviction is com- 
plete that the punishment of the wretched hirelings of Davis, some of 
whom have been sent to the gallows and others to the penitentiary, has 
made no sufficient atonement for this monstrous crime against human- 
ity, which covered our land with mourning, but that, on the contrary, 
the blood of the President is still calling to us from the ground, not for 
vengeance, for that his nature was incapable, but for justice—that just- 
ice without which no nation can long live in honor or peace or happi- 
ness. 

The accompanying copies of reports, marked Nos. 1 and 2, heretofore 
made by this Bureau to the Secretary of War, in the cases of Clement 
C. Clay and D. L. Yulee and S. R. Mallory, will, it is believed, suffi- 
ciently present the grounds both of the arrest of these parties and of 
their continued detention by the Government. It remains but to note 
the fact that in this report, as well as in that of the case of Clay, the 
names of certain witnesses and others have, for obvious reasons grow- 
ing out of the present state of the investigation, been thought proper to 
be withheld. 

Respectfully submitted. 

J. HOLT, 
Judge-Advocate- General. 


{Inclosure No. 1.] 


War DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTICE, 
December 6, 1865. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 
Sir: Pursuant to your order I have to present the following report 
upon the testimony on file in and communicated to this Bureau inregard 
to the alleged complicity of Clemeut C. Clay in various crimes against 
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the laws and usages of war, including the murder of President Lincoln 
and the attempted assassination of the honorable Secretary of State and 
other officers of the Government: The formal and deliberate judgment 
of the military commission, by which the accomplices of Booth were 
tried and convicted, that this party, with Davis and other rebel leaders, 
was implicated in the treasonable conspiracy of which the prisoners on 
trial were the mere instruments, and that the assassination was but the 
consummation of that conspiracy, has become matter of history. The 
testimony introduced upon this trial, by which the personal complicity 
of Clay was clearly made to appear, may be briefly presented in sub- 
stance as follows: During the summer, fall, and winter of 1864 this 
rebel was a resident in Canada as one of the accredited agents of the 
so-called Confederate Government, and, in connection and most intimate 
association with Jacob Thompson, Cleary, Sanders, and others of its 
agents, was consequently engaged in maturing treasonable enterprises, 
in violation of the laws and usages of civilized war. It was in the 
summer of the year mentioned, the last year of the rebellion, that a 
reliable and unimpeached witness introduced upon the trial referred to 
had a conversation with Thompson at Montreal, in which the latter 
declared that he could at any time have the tyrant Lincoln and any 
other of his advisers that he chose put out of the way by his friends, 
Confederates in the States, who were ready and willing to go any 
lengths to serve the cause of the South; that he would have but to 
point out the man that he considered in his way and his friends would 
put him out of it, and not let him know anything about it, if necessary; 
and that they would not consider it a crime when done for the cause of 
the Confederacy. This language was shortly after repeated by the 
witness to Clay, who at once replied, ‘“‘That is so; we are all devoted 
to our cause, and ready to go any lengths, to do anything under the 
sun to serve our cause.” Later in the summer Clay was observed by 
the same witness in confidential conversation at his hotel in Montreal 
with a man identified on the trial by the witness as Payne, the con- 
spirator, since condemned and executed as having been engaged in the 
plot of assassination, and having actually attempted the life of Secretary 
Seward; subsequently on meeting Payne the witness made some inquiry 
as to who he was, and was answered with hesitation and an evident 
desire to avoid further inquiry that he was a Canadian, this term being, 
to quote from the testimony, a common expression among the Confeder- 
ates there, and applied to those who were in the habit of visiting the 
States. This answer of Payne was afterward repeated by the witness to 
Olay, who laughed and said, ‘That isso; he is a Canadian,” adding these 
most significant words, “‘ We trust him.” By another equally reliable 
witness it is testified that he was present at a meeting of prominent rebels 
at Montreal in February last, at which a letter from Jefterson Davis was 
read by Sanders, and exhibited to and read by those present, in which 
the writer expressed his approbation of whatever measure might be re- 
sorted to by these rebels and their associates in Canada to accomplish the 
object they had in view, meaning, as was well understood by them, the 
making away with President Lincoln. At this meeting the assassination 
of the President, Vice-President, members of the Cabinet, and others 
was freely considered, and the names of Booth, Surratt, and Atzerodt. 
the two latter by alias, were mentioned by Sanders in connection with 
the proposed plot. Subsequently in the same month, February, the 
witness had a conversation with Clay at Toronto, and spoke to the 
latter about the letter from Davis produced by Sanders at Montreal. 
Clay, to quote the language of the testimony, appeared to understand 
perfectly the nature and character of the letter, and on beitig asked 
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what he thought about it replied that in his opinion the end would 
justify the means. Another circumstance going to show Clay’s imme- 
diate personal association with the assassins is the striking testimony 
of the witness first referred to, to the effect that he himself saw in the 
possession of Clay, at his private house at Saint Catherines, and became 
familiar with, a secret cipher used among the rebels in Canada, which 
he identified as precisely the same with the cipher found among the 
effects of Booth after his capture and death. The fullest, proof, how- 
ever, of the direct complicity of Clay in the scheme of assassination is 
presented by the deposition obtained since the trial of the conspirators 
of a witness esteemed by this Bureau, before which he was personally 
examined, as entirely faithful and reliable. This witness* states that 
during the past year he made the acquaintance in Montreal of Robert 
C. Kennedy, who was afterward hung for his attempt, in concert with 
others, to destroy the city of New York by fire. Kennedy having 
enlisted, or pretended to enlist, this witness and a companion into the 
rebel military service, approached them in November, 1864, with a 
proposition to assist him in the assassination of President Lincoln, 
his Cabinet, and General Grant. He represented, to quote the words 
of the witness, that as their friend McClellan was beat, they had to 
put the whole damned Cabinet and Abe Lincoln out of the way, and 
that we would be rich men if we could doit. Kennedy then conducted 
the two men to Clay, and the details of the interview which took place 
may best be presented in the precise language of the deposition, as 
follows: 

He (Kennedy) fetched us into the Queen’s Hotel, Toronto, where were McDonald, 
Cleary, and C.C. Clay. The four went into a separate room by themselves, where 
they staid probably three-quarters of an hour, leaving myself and my friend out- 
side. When they came out Mr. C. C. Clay approached me and said (calling me by 
name): ‘‘Howdo youdo?” Hesaid he supposed we were going to assist in the Wash- 
ington affair, addressing himself to me and my friend together. Captain Kennedy 
said to Clay: “He (alluding to me) is the man to lay Stanton out.” Clay said: 
‘Boys, it is a very risky job, and furthermore, if you undertake to do it you must 
take your lives in your own hands.” Hesaid to me (calling me by name): ‘ Mr. 
Stanton is a very big man and if you cannot undertake to do the job you had better 
not tryit.” I told him I thought I could do anything in that way I was called upon 
todo. He said: ‘‘If you get back to Canada after the job is completed you will be 
arich man. If you happen to fail in the attempt you willswing.” Captain Ken- 
nedy had previously stated to usin the conversation that we should have $5,000 
apiece if we got back from Washington, and that the Confederate Government 
would give us a good deal more. Clay also said to us: ‘I am going to leave in & 
few days and I suppose you want a few dollars till you are ready to start.” He then 
gave us $10 apiece. 

The witness also, in answer to the question whether it was the 
understanding that he and others were to come on to Washington and 
engage in the assassination, adds: 

Yes, sir; Clay gave us $10 apiece to wait until we would be ready to start. We 
made up our minds to consent to do everything they asked, provided they gave us 
what they promised, although really it was not our purpose to proceed finally in the 
assassination. 

A few weeks later than this Kennedy, having meanwhile gone to 
Washington and returned, instructed the witness that he was to have 
nothing to do with the project of assassination, inasmuch as it was in 
the hands of men more competent at Washington. The witness then 
gives the conclusion of his interviews with Kennedy, as follows: 

“But,” said he, “I have got another scheme for you.” We asked him what it was. 
He said, ‘‘To fire the city of New York.” I thought in my own mind that New York 
was a pretty big place to burn. We finally came to the conclusion that we would 
not go, and when we were going away he said we were a pair of traitors. 


* John McGill. 
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It is here to be added that it is expected by this Bureau that the 
deposition of the companion of this witness, whose testimony is under- 
stood to fully corroborate that of the latter, will soon be obtained and 
filed in the case. In connection with the proof just presented should 
also be considered the evidence, which has heretofore been produced, 
of atrocious acts in violation of the laws of war engaged in by this 
party in the interest and as the agent of the rebellion; acts which, 
while illustrating his complicity in the culminating crime of the war, 
also furnish of themselves ample grounds for his trial by a military 
tribunal. This evidence, which relates principally to two classes of 
crimes, is, in substance, to the following effect: : 

1. As to his connection with guerrilla raids and schemes of rapine. 
The written orders of Seddon, the rebel Secretary of War, to Bennett 
H. Young, directing him to proceed to Canada and place himself under 
the direction of Thompson and Clay for special service, were put in 
proof upon the trial of the conspirators. 1t was also shown that Clay 
filled up and conferred upon Young a commission as lieutenant and 
personally superintended the preparations for the raid upon Saint 
Albans, Vt., which Young presently executed, and in the course of 
which robbery and arson and an indiscriminate plundering of the pri- 
vate property of unarmed citizens were freely indulged in. The official 
letter also in proof of Clay to J. P. Benjamin, so-called rebel Secretary 
of State, of November 1, 1864, shows that the brigandage of Young 
aud his party was not only authorized, but fully approved by Clay, 
and his confidently urging it upon the rebel Government to assume the 
responsibility of this raid, and their assuming it, and making provision 
for the defense of Young aud his associates after their apprehension, 
as well as Clay’s own action as their counsel upon the trial, are now 
facts of history. In this document Clay has presented an enduring 
record of the infamous character of the enterprise of Young: 

He assured me (he writes) before going on this raid that his efforts would be to 
destroy towns and farm-houses, not to plunder and rob; but he said if after firing 
a town he saw he could take funds from a bank or any house which might inflict 
injury on the enemy and benefit his own Government he would do so. My 
instructions to him, oft repeated, were to destroy whatever was valuable, not to stop 
and rob; but if after firing a town he could seize and carry off money or treasures 
or bank notes he might do so upon condition that they were delivered to the proper 
authorities of the Confederate States. 

Again, he proposed to return to the Confederate States via Halifax, 
but passing through the New England States and burning some towns 
and robbing them of whatever he could convert to the use of the Con- 
federate Government. ‘ This,” adds Clay, “I approved as justifiable 
retaliation.” It certainly requires no argument to show that this 
approval on the part of a rebel leader and accredited agent of the 
enemy’s Government was a carte-blanche to Young to proceed at his 
will through our territory in the character of a guerrilla, assassin, and 
robber, as well as spy, and, assured of the sanction of his chief, to per- 
petrate any act, however diabolical, of treacherous villainy. But it 
was not merely the crimes executed or purposed by Young which were 
stimulated and approved by Clay. The whole business of organizing 
raids upon the frontier seems to have been mainly in his hands, and 
there is little doubt that the repeated contemplated incursions of rebel 
bandits upon the territory of States nearest to the Canadian frontier, 
which were only prevented by the constant vigilance of our military 
commanders and by the prompt trial and conviction by military com- 
mission of not a few of those concerned in these plots, were inspired 
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and set on foot by Clay. A witness upon the trial of the conspirators, 
already referred to, says: 

I frequently heard the subject of raids upon our frontier and the burning of cities 
spoken of by Thompson, Cleary, Tucker, and Sanders. Mr. Clement C. Clay. was 
one of the prime movers in the matter before the raids were started. They received 
his direct indorsement. 

Again, in referring to the Saint Albans raid and the intended raids 
upon Buffalo and Rochester, the witness says: 


I heard Mr. Clay say, in speaking about the funds for paying these raids, that 
he always had plenty of money to pay for anything that was worth paying for. I 


« 


know that they had funds deposited in several different banks. They transacted 
considerable business with one bank, which is, I think, called the Niagara District 
Bank; it was almost opposite Mr. Clay’s residence in Sairft Catherines. 

In this connection, also, may be noticed the testimony of R. A. Camp- 
bell, teller of the Ontario Bank of Montreal, that a check of the large 
amount of $50,000, drawn to Clay’s order, was in August, 1864, received 
from the bank at Saint Catherines and placed in the Ontario Bank to 
the credit of Clay and Thompson. Of this class of crimes, which Clay 
is thus perceived to have inspired and directed, the burning of the city 
of New York was perhaps the most flagrant. For this gigantic scheme 
of arson, murder, and rapine there can be little doubt that Clay is 
morally as well as legally responsible. His frequent talk upon the sub- 
ject of burning cities; his intimate association and confidential inter- 
course with Kennedy, and the declarations on the subject by the 
latter, made contemporaneously with his secret interviews with his 
chief, are circumstances which forbid any presumption other than that 
Clay was personally cognizant of the plot, and that it was undertaken 
with his full sanction, and probably under his superintendence. It 
may here be noted that the concluding words of the confession of 
Kennedy prior to his execution may well be cited as illustrating the 
utter shallowness and shamelessuess of the plea that the crimes of these 
raiders and of those under whose orders they proceeded were acts of 
legitimate warfare. This convict, after stating that he was sent to 
New York from Canada as the emissary and agent of the representa- 
tives of the rebellion in that country, and detailing the features of the 
proposed scheme of conflagration and ruin, says: 

We desired to destroy property, not the lives of women and children; although 
that would, of course, have followed in its train. 

2. As to his connection with the introduction of pestilence. Prom- 
inent among the deeds of infamy and treason with which the name of 
Clay, as an agent of the rebellion in Canada, is connected by the proof, 
is the plot for the destruction of the lives of our soldiers and citizens 
by means of the introduction into the country of clothing infected with 
virulent contagious disease. The testimony in regard to OClay’s per- 
sonal complicity in this plot is brief, but most pointed. A witness 
upon the trial of the conspirators, other than those already referred to, 
in regard to the relations of Blackburn, by whom the clothing was 
prepared and packed, with the other leading rebels in Canada, says: 

I have seen him, Blackburn, associating with Jacob Thompson, George N. Sanders; 
his son, Lewis Sanders; ex-Governor Westcott, of Florida; Lewis Castleman, William 
C. Cleary, Mr. Porterfield, Captain Magruder, and a number of rebels of less nvte. 
Doctor Blackburn was there known and represented himself as an agent of the 
so-called Confederate Government, just as Jacob Thompson was an agent. 

But it is in the deposition of G. J. Hyams that the most direct proof 
of Clay’s cognizance and approval of the operation of Blackburn is 
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presented. This witness, who had been dispatched by the latter to 
Washington to sell the clothing referred to, continues his narrative as 
follows: 

On disposing of the trunks I immediately left Washington and went straight 
through until I got to Hamilton, Canada. In the waiting room there I met Mr. 
Holcombe and Mr. Clement C. Clay. They both rose, shook hands with me, and 
congratulated me on my safe return and upon my making a fortune. They told me 
I should be a gentleman for the future, instead of a workingman and a mechanic. 
They seemed perfectly to understand the business in which I had been engaged. 
Mr. Holcombe told me that Doctor Blackburn was at the Doneganna Hotel, in Mont- 
real, and that I had better telegraph to him stating that I had returned. 

It is conceived that no verbal admissions on his part, however dis- 
tinct, could more clearly fix upon Clay a connection with the crime of 
Blackburn than his deportment on the occasion referred to. Such 
demonstrations as those described toward an obscure individual and 
hireling from a well-known accredited agent of the Southern Confed- 
eracy in a foreign country are susceptible of but a single construction, 
and one which must be deduced by every reasoning mind. 

In concluding this review it remains to advert to but one other item 
of testimony, which illustrates the treacherous and clandestine nature 
of the machinations in which Clay was constantly engaged in Canada, 
viz, that he frequently resorted to an alias to conceal his true name 
and position, being known at different times by the names of Hope, 
Tracey, and Lacey. This circumstance of secrecy is indeed one which 
contributes to invest his proceedings under all the circumstances with 
a character altogether different from that which distinguishes the class 
of offensive acts held legitimate in war. In connection with the testi- 
mony in this case as thus presented may be noticed the assertions of 
Clay in his recent letter to the Secretary of War that at the date of 
the assassination he had been absent from Canada nearly six months, 
and had never known or heard of Booth or either of those charged as 
immediate accomplices and had not to his knowledge ever seen him or 
either of them. Hither these declarations are utterly false or the body 
of testimony of all the witnesses who have been enumerated and 
of others not herein alluded to must be wholly discredited. But in 
view of the known unexceptionable character of the principal witnesses 
and the character for reliability and disinterestedness sustained under 
severe tests by others, as well as of the fact that the statements of all, 
although personally unknown to each other, are found to harmonize, 
the latter conclusion is, it is conceived, impossible to be adopted; and 
the former must, it is submitted, remain as the judgment of the Depart- 
ment upon the communication referred to. It is to be added upon the 
single point of the duration of his stay in Canada that it is declared by 
two unimpeached witnesses that he was seen by them in Canada in 
February last, and as late as on or about the 12th or 13th of that 
month; and the place, and indeed the hotel, at which he was seen and 
conversed with are specified. But if his own statement be credited 
he must have permanently left Canada in or about the month of Octo- 
ber, 1864. It may be said that this Bureau has now no doubt that it 
will be enabled, by means of abundant additional witnesses, to fix the 
term of Clay’s stay in Canada even more precisely than it has already 
been made to appear. 

This strong assurance of further proof in the case, in connection with 
the fact of the recent deposition of the altogether new witness above 
cited, and the expectation that that of his companion will be presently 
obtained, goes toindicate that the employés of and sympathizers with the 
late leaders of the rebellion in Canada are becoming so far emancipated 
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from the influence of their superiors as to venture to come forward and 
declare the truth. But up to a recent period it has been a matter 
of no little difficulty to induce these parties to voluntarily offer their 
testimony in these cases, and it is clear that the Government can be 
charged with no laches in not sooner instituting judicial proceedings 
in the instance of Clay. In consideration, however, of all the testimony 
in the possession of the Government, as well as that believed to be 
within its reach, it is concluded that but little further delay will be 
necessary before the case may be prepared for trial. It is therefore 
advised by this Bureau that as soon as such preparations shall be com- 
pleted this party be brought before a military commission upon charges, 
not only of complicity in the plot of assassination, but also of violation 
of the laws of war, in authorizing and directing guerrilla raids and the 
burning of cities, and in promoting the introduction of pestilence into 
our territory. These latter acts, indeed, established as they are, not 
only by the evidence of others, but in part by his own written declara- 
tions, are of themselves proof thatin prosecuting war upon his country 
he had reached a depth of guilt which fully prepared him for participa- 
tion in the culminating crime of the war. It has been shown that he 
exulted in the monstrous attempt to spread the yellow fever in this city, 
through trunks of infected clothing brought here and disposed of by an 
agent of the rebellion; and it has been further shown that he calmly 
contemplated and prepared for the destruction at night, by the torch, 
of towns and cities in the loyal States, thus seeking to doom to certain 
and agonizing death thousands of innocent and unoffending citizens, 
among them the aged and infirm, with women and children, lying in 
their beds in the helplessness of unconscious sleep. Can it be supposed 
that a man who had done all this in the interests of the rebellion would 
hesitate to take any single life in his way, even though it should be the 
life of the President of the United States? The probability indeed is, 
that in comparison with the crimes he had already committed he 
regarded this as but a venial offense. It may therefore be safely assumed 
that the charge against Clement C. Clay of having incited the assassi- 
nation of the President is relieved of all improbability by his previous 
history and criminal surroundings. Should these conclusions be ap- 
proved and the trial of Clay be at the proper time ordered it is con- 
ceived that by this proceeding the Government will but respond to those 
claims of public justice which are deemed to arise out of the testimony 
herein presented. 
J. HOLT, 


Judge-Advocate- General. 


JANUARY 18, 1866. 


Since the foregoing was prepared the depositions of four witnesses 
have been taken at this Bureau, by which it is conclusively proved 
that Clay was in Canada during the months of January and February, 
1865, and also within a few days after the assassination of the Presi- 
dent. We have thus the oaths of six witnesses, whose testimony is in 
direct contradiction to the audacious declarations of Clay in his appli- 
cation for clemency addressed to the President, that at the date of the 
assassination he had been absent from Canada nearly six months. 
This falsehood must, it is believed, be accepted by the Government, as 
it clearly would be by the law, as one of the most striking indications of 
this man’s guilt, the consciousness of which on his part could alone 

its utterance. 
have prompted its utt J. HOLT, 


Judge-Advocate- General. 
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War DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTICE, 
November 23, 1865. 


Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 


Str: In the matter of the application of Hon. William Marvin, pro- 
visional governor of Florida, for the pardon or parole of D. L. Yulee, 
S. R. Mallory, and A. K. Allison, rebels, referred to me for report by 
your indorsement of the 7th instant, I have the honor to submit as 
follows: 

Lhe application alluded to is that addressed to the President under 
date of the 22d ultimo. In regard to Yulee and Mallory, the writer 
expressly states that he has not a word to say upon the subject of their 
political history, and he bases his request upon the general ground 
that he thinks they may both be permitted to return to the State with- 
out any injury to its interests. For Yulee, he adds, that “he is the 
president of a railroad company, whose interests are suffering for the 
want of his supervision and care;” and of Mallory he says, ‘“‘ He has the 
gout badly, which the dampness of the prison exasperates. His family 
are in Connecticut, and he would like to visit them. I think if he were 
set at liberty on parole I can be surety for his keeping it.” These sug- 
gestions ignore totally the criminality of these men, and evidence a 
singular unconsciousness that there is anything to be considered beyond 
their personal interests and comfort in determining the question of their 
longer imprisonment. In behalf of Allison, Governor Marvin remarks, 
that ‘‘as president of the senate he became ex officio Governor of the 
State on the death of Governor Milton just before the collapse of the 
rebellion ;” that he believes that the only gubernatorial act he did was 
to issue a proclamation ordering an election of Governor; that he is not 
a bad man; that he has been confined in Fort Pulaski since 1st of May, 
and that the people of the State would be much gratified to hear that 
he has returned to his family. This Bureau is at a loss to discover in 
these statements of Governor Marvin any suggestions whatever which 
should avail to direct the attention of the Executive to these cases as 
deserving of clemency, or even to do away with the presumption of the 
grave character of their crimes, at least of those of the two former, 
which arises from the mere action of the Government in confining the 
parties as rebel enemies. Here, indeed, the application might be left, 
but the allusion by the provisional governor to the political history of 
Yulee and Mallory in connection with the rebellion recalls the fact that 
it is this very history which precludes their being treated with any 
lenity at this time. This allusion renders it proper also, in order that 
a full appreciation of the acts of these men may be arrived at, that the 
circumstances of such history should be here set forth. As early as in 
January, 1861, these parties, then Senators of the United States from 
the State of Florida, jointly addressed to the Secretary of War a com- 
munication in the following language:* 

To this communication was replied as follows.t 

The traitorous animus of these men in endeavoring through their 
high official position to. obtain from the Government the information 
sought has been abundantly illustrated since that early date. But the 
deliberate depravity of their purpose is most fully disclosed in two 
letters written at that juncture by Yulee to one Finegan, a correspondent 
at Tallahassee, Fla. The first of these letters is as follows. { 


*Omitted here; sce Series I, Vol. I, p. 349. tIbid., p. 351. . tIbid., p. 442, 
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, The original of this letter, captured by our troops at Fernandina, Fla., 
18 In possession of the Government, with the envelope which inclosed it, 
bearing the official frank of the writer. The second letter, written two 
days after, has already been given to the public in McPherson’s Politi- 
cal History of the Rebellion, page 392. It is as fotiows.* 

This letter was printed in the newspapers of the country immediately 

after its capture by our troops upon their occupation of Fernandina. 
Mr. McPherson, page 392, adds the resolutions referred to, which are 
in the following terms.* 
_ Here, then, is the record made by the parties themselves of their part 
in the gigantic conspiracy, which, upon the action and prompting of 
these men and their confederates, forthwith declared itself in open 
revolt and aggressive war. In maturing this conspiracy these traitors 
were no less actively enlisted than they were instrumental, especially 
as regards their own State, in executing its details of robbery and 
treason. On January7 Fort Marion and the arsenal at Saint Augustine 
were seized by Florida and Alabama troops; on January 12 the 
important posts of Forts Barrancas and McKee, as well as the navy- 
yard at Pensacola, were captured. These were overt acts of treason, 
and the letters quoted leave no doubt but that they were committed 
under the direct instigation of Yulee and Mallory. The atrocity of the 
machinations of these men is strikingly aggravated by their skulking 
treachery. They were holding elevated public positions of trust and 
dignity, and were bound by solemn oath to support the Constitution 
and the laws, and by every obligation of personal and official honor to 
sustain the Government in its hour of trial and danger, yet they avow 
to their accomplices in the South that their object in continuing in their 
seats in the Capitol was to prevent the Government from taking meas- 
ures for its defense. As they were the paid servants of the people, 
whose security and political life were in their hands, itis difficult, indeed, 
to express in adequate terms of condemnation the baseness of their 
conduct in thus, while Senators of the United States, secretly organizing 
trom their vantage ground of trust and influence a war against the very 
existence of the Government of which they were themselves a part and 
of which they were the sworn guardians. 

The parallel to their treachery, which is furnished by history in the 
instance of Catiline, whose name is a synonym for infamy, is so marked 
that it may well be adverted to. Thjs conspirator also was a senator, 
as were many of his guilty associates; and it was in the very senate 
chamber of the republic that he perfected the plot which was to destroy 
his country. It was there, too, in his presence that his traitorous 
intrigues were exposed and stigmatized by Cicero, as were the treason- 
able purposes of his imitators in our own time arraigned and denounced 
upon the floor of our Senate by the statesman now at the head of the 
Government. Moreover, it was when baffled in his efforts for power 
and defeated in his contests for the consulship that Catiline sought by 
force and treachery to attain the objects of his lawless ambition. To 
this end he gathered around him a number of profligate public men, 
and with them raised an army of ignorant and unprincipled partisans 
with a view of marching upon Rome. So, too, the American traitors, 
overcome at a Presidential election and disappointed in their struggle 
to retain a disastrous sway over the National Administration, had re- 
course to arms for the perpetuation of their power; and, as if to render 
the parallel complete, we subsequently find their defeated candidate 


ee 


* Omitted here; see-Series I, Vol. I, p. 443, 
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for the Presidency a general of their forces, besieging our national 
capital. Here, however, the parallel, as regards the subjects of the 
present application, and many others, ceases to be applicable. The 
effrenata audacia of Catiline impelled him to the field of battle, where 
fighting he perished. But many of the most conspicuous of these 
modern conspirators—and this was especially true of Yulee and Mallory, 
either from intense selfishness or an impregnable caution—seem to have 
shrunk away from the bloody conflicts of the war in which they had so 
eagerly involved the deluded States and people they represented. Of 
the political history of these parties subsequent to the initiation of the 
rebellion little need be said. Of the details of the career of Yulee 
this Bureau has but slight information. Mallory, however, as is well 
known, held for a long period the office of Secretary of the Navy 
under Davis in the rebel administration. Allison, as has been per- 
ceived, was a senator in the Legislature of Florida after its secession, 
and was but lately acting Governor of the State. He has been a prom- 
inent agent in protracting the rebellion in his locality, and from his 
high official position has maintained the right of a State to defy the 
General Government. It may here be added that the perfidy and false- 
hood which inevitably attend treason are well illustrated in the case of 
Yulee in his personal written application for clemency to the President, 
which, with other papers heretofore filed with the Attorney-General, 
has been exhibited to me during the preparation of this report. In 
the course of this application, ignorant that his letter of 5th January, 
1861, was in the hands of the Government, he has the effrontery to 
state as follows: 


I can truly say I did not leave my seat in the Congress of the United States to aid 
the rebellion. This is sufficiently proven by the circumstance that I did not, in 
fact, aid it, having taken no part in the formation nor conduct of the Confederate 
organization. I withdrew not in the spirit of rebellion, nor with the expectation 
of a conflict of force, but solely, as before said, from the motive of obedience to the 
will of my State, and in the sincere expectation and hope of a peaceful solution of 
the unhappy issue by an ultimate convention of the States, or some other mode of 
arrangement between them. 


Again he says: 


_I did not advise nor stimulate secession of the State, considering that in so respon- 
sible a step each citizen should act according to his own unbiased judgment. 

In view of this deliberate falsifigation, and in view, in the case of Mal- 
lory, of the fact that he consented to hold for so long a time and up to 
so recent a period a most prominent position in the administration of 
Davis, the declaration of these men, contained in their communications 
addressed to the President and others, found among the papers referred 
to, to the effect that they now freely acquiesce in the principles of 
national union and human freedom established in our political system 
by the downfall of the rebellion, cannot but be received with suspicion 
and distrust. Such words coming up from the prisons to which these 
men have been justly consigned, may, considering their past history, be 
accepted as spoken rather in their own personal interest than in the 
interests of truth or of the Government, whose policy and principles 
they so lately assailed and insulted. At all events, such language can- 
not be received as any expiation of the crimes of which they are known 
to be guilty. It must thus be most clear, not only that the claim of 
these applicants to clemency is wholly unworthy to be entertained for 
a moment, but that the only action appropriate to their case would 
be their arraignment and trial upon an indictment for high treason. 
Indeed, a stronger case of treasonable conspiracy could not well be 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION AND CONFEDERATE. 865 


conceived than that presented by the case of Yulee. His attempt, in 
connection with his colleague, to obtain from the Government informa- 
tion which could have been sought only for the purpose of facilitating 
a successful resort to force and armed rebellion; his urging upon his 
constituents in Florida the immediate capture of the forts and navy- 
yard at Pensacola, and their actual seizure by irregular troops one week 
after the date of his letter; his emphatic injunctions in regard to the 
speedy formation of a Southern army and Confederacy; his character- 
izing the Government and its supporters at that early day as the 
enemy, with his insolent declaration that he is willing to be their mas- 
ters, but not their brothers; as also his record of the secret consulta- 
tion of the Senators from the seceding States in which he took part, 
and his personal report of the traitorous scheme of action agreed upon— 
all these facts constitute a body of proof so strong and convincing as 
to exhibit his guilty participation in the conspiracy for the destruction 
of the Government in no less glaring a light than that of its acknowl- 
edged chief. 

Of the criminality of Mallory at that early period, the evidence, 
though less full and significant, is perceived to be sufficiently positive 
to fix upon him beyond a question the character of one of the original 
conspirators against the Government. Ata later date his administra- 
tion of a department of the rebel Confederacy whose only business, in 
the absence of a navy, was simply the authorization and direction of a 
general system of piracy, has rendered his agency in conducting the 
rebellion more conspicuous and his name more odious even than that 
of his former colleague. As it is believed that punishment is yet to be 
visited on the rebellion, which, as is well known, involved in its course 
all other crimes, and that some atonement is yet to be made for the 
hundreds of thousands of lives sacrificed thereby, it would seem that 
the original conspirators who incited and organized the movement 
should be first arraigned and tried. To this class Yulee and Mallory 
unquestionably belong. The experienceof the world has shown that great 
crimes never have been and never can be repressed without punishment, 
and that laws which are not vindicated when violated are, in effect, no 
laws at all. Should the statute against treason, for lack of its enforce- 
ment, cease to be a terror to ambitious men wickedly lusting for power, 
whatever protection might remain for individual life, there would be 
none whatever for the life of the nation, which would be exposed to 
the stabs of every traitor who might choose to lift his dagger against 
it. If the leaders in an unprovoked attempt to assassinate such a 
nation as this have not forfeited their lives, then it is not believed to 
be within the compass of human depravity to incur such forfeiture. 
The conviction is entertained that this Republic might exist for ages 
without developing in its bosom a band of conspirators and parricides 
more steeped in. guilt or more surrounded with aggravations of crimi- 
nality than those recently conquered by its arms, and who, covered 
with the blood of our people, are now standing in the presence of the 
Government, and, happily, completely in its power. 

With the views expressed of the treasonable conduct of Yulee and 
Mallory no other recommendation can be made than that they be put 
upon their trial as soon as the interests of public justice will permit. 
It is not perceived how faith could be reposed in the parole of men 
who have already violated far more solemn obligations than such 
parole would impose. Allison’s case differs from those of Yulee aud 
Mallory, in that he was not a member of Congress or so conspicuous 
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in his treason as were they. In the position, however, in which he 
was placed—one of high State authority—he doubtless did all in his 
power to support the rebellion. 

J. HOLT, 


Judge-Advocate- General. 


JANUARY 18, 1866. 


Since the foregoing report was prepared the original letter to Fine- 
gan, of 7th January, 1861, together with the resolutions which accom- 
panied it, has been recovered by the Government and is now in the 
possession of this Bureau. Both the letter and resolutions are in the 
handwriting of D. L. Yulee, and, as in the case of his letter of 5th Janu- 
ary, 1861, the envelope inclosing them bears the U.S. postal stamp and 
the frank of the writer, thus showing that this Senator not only con- 
spired against the Government while occupying his seat in the Capitol, 
but was actually treacherous enough to oblige that Government to 
become the unconscious bearer of the very dispatches which sought its 
own ruin. There have also been brought to light certain dispatches of 
S. R. Mallory, found in the State archives at Tallahassee, which were 
sent by him from Washington to the Governor of Florida, and by the 
latter laid before the convention by which the ordinance of secession 
was passed. The following are accurate copies of these papers: 


WASHINGTON, D. C., January 6, 1861. 
The PRESIDENT OF THE FLORIDA CONVENTION: 


I send for the information of the convention the resolutions passed by a meeting 
of Southern Senators of last evening. * 
S. R. MALLORY. 


These telegrams establish conclusively that Mallory was actively 
co-operating with his colleague Yulee and the other conspirators 
named in the treasonable consultations and action then in progress at 
Washington, and in the arrangements then made for the violent seizure 
of the U.S. forts in Florida. One point presented in the correspond- 
ence deserves to be noticed, which is the confidence felt by both these 
conspirators that,Chase, who had been educated by the United States, 
and while serving’ with its Army in the Engineer Corps had built the 
fort proposed to be captured, would, like themselves, readily use for 
the overthrow of the Government the information which he had 
acquired in its service and as its confidential agent. They did not at 
all mistake their man, as subsequent events fully proved. 

J. HOLT, 
Judge-A dvocate- General. 


Since the preparation of the foregoing an additional letter, addressed 
by D. L. Yulee to the rebel Governor Pickens, of South Carolina, under 
date of 20th of July, 1861, has been placed in my hands. It is wholly 
in the handwriting of the said Yulee, and it is believed to have been 
found by our soldiers on the occasion of the capture of Columbia, S. C. 
The following is a copy of this letter: ( 


FERNANDINA, J . 
Governor F, W. PICKENS, Columbia: a HE ARS 

My Dxak Sir: I give this to my friend Colonel Finegan as an introduction. I wish 
to ask you to do a favor to the State, which will in this case be also a favor to me. 
Colonel F[inegan] is arranging for a legion to serve during the war. I am anxious 


SiR TER | z ; 
racenie Hee see Series I, Vol. I, Yulee to Finegan, p. 443, and Perry to 
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that Florida should be fully and well represented in the field. Our State is very 

much without armament and without much means in the treasury. What I wish to 

ask you to do is to let Florida have, as a great favor, a battery of field artillery for 

» Seas ld of his legion. It could be loaned either to the State or Confederacy for 
© purpose. 


With kind regards to Mrs. P. and cordial remembrances to yourself, 
Iam, yours truly, 


D. L. YULEE. 


The earnest and traitorous appeal of this letter for arms with which 
to make war upon the Government, added to the telegrams and other 
letters hereinbefore quoted, shows how utterly false are the declarations 
made by Yulee in his memorial for pardon to the President, that he 
did not leave his seat in the Congress of the United States to aid the 
rebellion, and that he did not, in fact, aid it, and that he had not been 
connected with and did not participate in the civil or military action of 
the Confederate Government. A case so fully made out by the written 
avowals of this conspirator is not believed to require any further 
comment on the part of this Bureau. 

J. HOLT, 
Judge-A dvocate- General. 


Hogrs. MiniraRy DISTRIcT OF FoRT MONROE, 
January 18, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report the health of the prisoner Davis 
as good as usual to-day, excepting that he complains a little of neuralgia. 
C. C. Clay, with the exception of his nervousness, is well. 

I found eight enlisted men of the Fifth U.S. Artillery (stationed at 
this post) who had been in the rebel service and sent them to Williams- 
burg, Va., on detached duty. The ordering of persons of that class 
away was the occasion of some sensation, which is not surprising in a 
place of this kind, deprived of other news matter. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


Deposition of Oampbell Montgomery, taken at the office of the Judge- 
Advocate-General, in the City of Washington, on the 18th of January, 
1866. 


The deponent, being duly sworn, deposes as follows, viz: 
Question. Where do you reside? 


Answer. I reside at Detroit, Mich. 


Question. Are you acquainted with Clement ©. Clay, formerly of the 
U. S. Senate, from Alabama? If so, state when and where you have 
known him and under what circumstances. 


Answer. I have seen him at Windsor, Canada West, either in the latter part of 
January or early in Febrnary, 1865. I incline to the opinion that it was early in 
February. I was aot personally acquainted with Clay. He was pointed out to me 
by James Ford from Kentucky. I afterward saw him again at Windsor, some twelve 
days after the assassination of President Lincoln, 
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Question. Do you think you would be able to recognize him were 
you to see him again? 


Answer. I think I should. It is proper to state that when I saw him the second 
time, a8 mentioned above, he was pointed out to me by George Young, a rebel refu- 


gee from Missouri, then in Canada. 
C. MONTGOMERY. 
Sworn and acknowledged at Washington, D. C., this 18th of Jan- 


uary, 1866, before me. © 
GEO. C. THOMAS, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of Ansel Byron Graham, taken at the same time and place. 


The deponent, being sworn, deposes and says: 
Question. Where do you reside? 


Answer. I reside at Windsor, Canada West. 


Question. Have you ever known Clement C. Clay, referred to in the 
foregoing deposition of Mr. Montgomery; if so, when and where? 

Answer. I was introduced to said Clement C. Clay at Windsor, Canada West, in 
the month of February, 1865, and I then had a slight conversation with him. It 
was in relation to the extradition of Burley, the so-called Lake Erie pirate, who 
had been surrendered to the United States-by the Canadian authorities. Mr. Clay 
condemned the action of the authorities in making the surrender. He had previ- 


ously, in the fall of 1864, been pointed out to me, but I did not then make his ac- 
quaintance. 


Question. Would you be able to recognize him were you to see him 
again? 
Answer. I feel sure that I would. 


Question. Do you know in what business Clay was engaged when 
you saw him in the fall of 1864? 


Answer. I have no personal knowledge, but from information received deemed 
entirely reliable I believe that at that particular time he was having purchases 
of revolvers made through a gunsmith at Windsor. 


ANSEL BYRON GRAHAM. 
Sworn and acknowledged at Washington, D. C., this 18th of Jan- 
uary, 1866, before me. 
GEO. ©. THOMAS, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of James Merrill, taken at the same time and place. 


The deponent, being duly sworn, says: 
Question. Where do you reside? 
Answer. I reside at Toronto, Upper Canada. 


Question. Have you known Clement C. Clay, referred to in the fore- 
going depositions of Messrs. Montgomery and Graham? If so, please 
state when and where and under what circumstances. 


Answer. Somewhere about the 13th or 14th of April, 1865, I met him on the side- 
walk, coming from the Queen’s Hotel, in Toronto, Canada. I did not know the 
person who was with him. On the d5th of April, 1865, I saw him again in Toronto. 
He was then in company with John H. Cameron, then passport agent. I had no 
personal acquaintance with Mr. Clay, but he was pointed out to me by prominent 
citizens of Toronto. It was at the time a subject of much conversation in ‘Toronto 
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that Mr. Clay should dare remain in Canada after the passage of the law known as 
the ‘‘ ane bill,” which was passed by the Canadian Parliament in, I think, February 
preceding. 


JAMES MERRILL. 
Sworn and acknowledged at Washington, D. ©., this 18th of Janu- 
ary, 1866, before me. 
GEO, C. THOMAS, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of James Brown, taken at the same time and place. 


The deponent, being sworn, deposes as follows: 
Question. Where do you reside? 
Answer. At Windsor, Canada West. 


Question. Do you know Clement ©. Clay? If so, please state when 
and where and under what circumstances you have seen him. 

Answer. I first saw him in the fall of 1864 at the Queen’s Hotel, Toronto, Canada. 
He was then pointed out to me by several rebel refugees and Confederate agents 
from the United States, who seemed to know him well. I saw him again in the 
winter of 1864-65, at Windsor, Canada—the first time, I believe, on 17th of January, 
and later again at the same place. When I saw him the last time he was in com- 
pany with a Captain Hynes or Hines, and was going toward the depot of the Great 
Western Railroad. 


JAS. BROWN. 
Sworn and acknowledged at Washington, D. C., this 18th of Janu- 


ary, 1866, before me. 
GEO, C. THOMAS, 
Notary Public. 


Hpgegs. MILITARY DISTRIOT OF FoRT MONROE, VA., 
January 19, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report no change in the health of 
prisoners Davis and Clay*since last report. 

Linclose letter from Davis to his wife, which he desires forwarded. 
Your letter of the 15th ultimo was received to-day. I believe every 
precaution has been taken to avoid surprise and the utmost vigilance 
exercised. In addition to guards, &c., I have had detectives constantly 
on the alert since the prisoners were confined here. If you deem it 
advisable, I would suggest that the Districts of Norfolk and Portsmouth 
be added to my district, as they were during the summer. I can then 
be better able to watch certain known rebels and ascertain if a seces- 
sion organization exists there. 

I have the honor to remain, with the highest respect, 
NELSON A. MILES, 


Major-General, U. S. Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FoRT MONROE, 
January 20, 1866. 
General E. D, TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report the prisoner Olay as well. 
Davis complains of suffering from neuralgia; otherwise he is well. He 
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has noticed the resolution in Congress with reference to his case, which 
gives him some uneasiness. He knows nothing of the other accounts 
which have appeared in the newspapers. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
January 20, 1866—12.15 p. Mm. 
Maj. Gen. J. B. STEEDMAN, or 
Compa. OFFICER DEPT. OF GEORGIA, Augusta, Ga. : 

The Secretary of War directs that A. K. Allison, of Florida, confined 
in Fort Pulaski, Ga., be released on giving his parole to repair to Flor- 
ida and remain within the limits of that State, reporting his address, 
and to abide the orders of the President of the United States. Ac- 


knowledge receipt. 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ATTORNEY-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, January 23, 1866. 
Mrs. VARINA DAVIS, Augusta, Ga.: 
Mapam: I am directed by the President to say that you can go to 
your children in Canada whenever it may suit your convenience. 
Iam, madam, most respectfully, 
JAMES SPEED, 


Attorney-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE GULF, 
New Orleans, La., January 24, 1866. 
Brig. Gen. E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., War Department, Washington, D. C.: 

Siz: I have the honor to reply to your communication of the 10th 
instant. General J. B. Clark was a conspicuous rebel until about the 
time of the surrender of E. K. Smith, and to avoid consequences 
escaped into Mexico with the intention of either settling in that coun- 
try as an enemy to the United States or else going to California. Fail- 
ing in his intentions he returned from Mexico to San Antonio, Tex., 
where, under directions from me to‘arrest civil and military representa- 
tives of the rebellion so going to and returning from Mexico, he was 
arrested by Major-General Merritt and sent to me at New Orleans. 

He came in company with Dr. W. M. Gwin, and when his case was 
reported by me I received instructions to confine him at Fort Jackson 
(see inclosed copy of telegram).* 

Doctor Gwin also came from Mexico to San Antonio and was arrested 
under the same order‘and sent to meat New Orleans. He was confined 
by order of the President, as per inclosed copy of telegram.* | 

At my request, made from fear that the mind of J. B. Clark was 
becoming affected by his misfortunes, he was released, as per inclosed 
copy of dispatch from the War Department.t 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, U. 8S. Army, Commanding. 


“See September 29, 1865, p. 760. tSee November 13, 1865, p. 795. 
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Hpqgrs. MILITARY DisTRIOT OF Fort MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., January 24, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose weekly report of Surgeon 
Cooper concerning the state prisoners. Davis has not complained to 
me. He exercises daily. 

I am, general, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


[{Inclosure. ] 


Fort MONROE, VA., January 24, 1866. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL, 
Military District of Fort Monroe, Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Sir: I would respectfully report that state prisoner Jeff. Davis is 
suffering with dyspepsia of rather a severe form, complicated with facial 
neuralgia. State prisoner Clement ©. Clay is in comparatively good 
health, with the exception of having, at intervals, severe attacks of 
spasmodic asthma. 

Your most obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. S. Army. 


GENERAL ORDERS, HpqQRs. DEPARTMENT OF GEORGIA, 
No. 4. Augusta, Ga., January 24, 1866. 
I. Before a military commission which convened at Savannah, Ga., 
Deceinber 6, 1865, pursuant to Special Orders, No. 123, headquarters 
District of Savannah, First Division, Department of Georgia, dated 
December 9, 1865, and of which Lieut. Col. Edwin Usley, Twelfth 
Maine Volunteers, is president, was arraigned and tried— 


Hugh W. Mercer, citizen, late brigadier-general, C.S. Army. 
CuHarGEI: Murder, in violation of the laws and customs of war. 
CuarGE II: Murder. 


Findings of the commission, not guilty. 

And the commission do therefore acquit the said Hugh W. Mercer, late general in 
the so-called C. 8S. Army. 

II. The proceedings and findings of the commission in the foregoing 
case of Hugh W. Mercer, citizen and late brigadier-general in the 
so-called C. S. Army, are approved, and the prisoner ordered released 
from arrest. 

* * * * * * * 

By command of Bvt. Maj. Gen. J. M. Brannan: 

S. B. MOE, 
Brevet Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, January 25, 1866. 


Maj. Gen. N. A. MILzEs, U.S. Volunteers, 
Commanding, &c., Fortress Monroe, Va.: 


GENERAL: Linclose herewith an order that Rev. Dr. Charles Minni- 
gerode, of Richmond, Va., be permitted to visit Mr. Jefferson Davis on 
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the conditions expressed in the within form of parole.* The Secretary 
of War desires you to communicate this to Doctor Minnigerode and on 
his signing the parole to permit him to visit Mr. Davis twice a month. 
I an, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Inclosure.] 


War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, January 24, 1866. 
Maj. Gen. N. A. MILES, Commanding, &c., Fortress Monroe, Va. : 
Application having been made by the Rev. Charles Minnigerode, of 
the city of Richmond, for permission to visit Jefferson Davisin ‘fortress 
Monroe as a spiritual adviser and for religious purposes set forth in the 
letter of Mr. Minnigerode, dated November 28, 1865, addressed to the 
Secretary of War, it is ordered that, on a parole embodying the pledges 
heretofore made being signed by Mr. Minnigerode, such permission be 
granted him twice a month, for the purposes and subject to the engage- 
ments specified in the said letter. 
By order of the Secretary of War: 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, January 26, 1866—7.15 p.m. 
Maj. Gen. N. A. MILES, Commanding, &c., Fort Monroe, Va.: 
‘The President directs that Mrs. Clay be permitted to visit her hus- 
band alone. Acknowledge receipt. ° 
EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. MILITARY DisTRIcT OF FoRT Monk kz, 
Hort Monroe, Va., January 29, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant. General: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report the prisoner Clay as well. 
Davis is very comfortable but complains some of dyspepsia. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers, Commanding. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., January 29, 1866. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN E. MULFoRD, 
Agent of Exchange, Richmond, Va.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt at this office 
of the following papers forwarded by you, viz: Statement of claims filed 
in your office for moneys and valuables taken by the enemy from Fed- 
eral prisoners (accompanied by original letters); statement of balance 
in kind due Federal prisoners, made up by you from papers and infor- 
mation obtained from rebel records; invoices of watches and jewelry 


*See inclosure, Miles to Townsend, January 30, p. 874. 
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belonging to Federal prisoners; invoice of watches belonging to Con- 
-federate prisoners; statement of moneys belonging to Confederate 
prisoners, together with the original letters in which the remittances 
were forwarded; voucher for 311 private packages addressed to prison- 
ers of war turned over to officers of the Freedman’s Bureau, Richmond, 
Va., by authority of the Secretary of War, for benefit of destitute 
contrabands; receipt of Christian & Lea, Richmond, Va., for tobacco 
placed in their charge belonging to rebel prisoners. I transmit here- 
with receipt for moneys, watches, and valuables forwarded by you to 
this office. There is a slight difference between the amount of funds 
received and your invoice. See duplicate of invoice herewith returned 
with accompanying receipt. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
K. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General, U. 8. Vols., Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., January 29, 1866. 
JHRISTIAN & LEA, Commission Merchants, Richmond, Va. : 
GENTLEMEN: [| have the honor, by direction of the Commissary- 
General of Prisoners, to request that the tobacco placed in your hands 
by General Mulford on account of late rebel prisoners may be sold at 
auction at once and the proceeds transmitted to this office. Report 
sales by name, with amount accruing from sale of each package. It 
was expected that this would have been done under the direction of 
General Mulford, but as he has turned the property over to your charge 
it is requested that it may be disposed of as above directed. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. T. HARTZ, 
Brevet Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


NEw YORK, January 30, 1866. 
Maj. Gen. L. THoMAS, Adjutant-General: 

From the best information I can get they are not going to serve the 
writ of habeas corpus on General Hooker, but issue it to be served on 
the commanding officer of Fort Lafayette in the case of Charles H. 
Cole, confined at this post as having connection with an attempt to 
release the prisoners of war at Johnson’s Island on the lakes. Will the 
Department of War have me obey the writ or hold the prisoner? 


Please answer. 
MARTIN BURKE, 
Brevet Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, January 30, 1866. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. MARTIN BURKE, 
Commanding Fort Lafayette, New York Harbor: 
In reply to your telegram of this date relative to Charles H. Cole, the 
Secretary of War directs that you obey the writ and take the prisoner 


into court. 
* E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS DisTRICY OF FoRT MONROE, 
January 30, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report no change in the health of the 
prisoners Davis and Olay since yesterday’s report. 

I forward letter from Davis to his wife, which he desires may be for- 
warded, as also the parole of the Rev. Charles Minnigerode, who is 
expected here next Thursday. 

I am, general, most respectfuily, your obedient servant, 
‘ NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. S. Volunteers, Commanding. 


{Inclosure.] 


RICHMOND, January 27, 1866. 

I, Charles Minnigerode, D. D., of Richmond, Va., do hereby pledge 
my word of honor as a gentleman and Christian minister that in all the 
visits I am permitted to make to Mr. Jefferson Davis at Fortress Mon- 
roe, Va., I will confine myself to ministerial and pastoral duties, exclusive 
of every other object; that I will in no way be a medium of communi- 
cation between the said Davis and the outer world; that I will observe 
the strictest silence as to the interviews, and will avoid all modes of 
publication, not only as to what passes between us but as to the fact 


of the visits themselves. 
CHS. MINNIGERODE. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, January 30, 1866. 
Maj. Gen. N. A. MILES, 
Commanding District of Fort Monroe, Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Sir: Upon the recommendation of Surg. George E. Cooper, for- 
warded in your communication of the 22d instant, the Secretary of War 
directs that the amount of $36 per month be allowed from the rebel 
prison fund for furnishing the prisoners Davis and Clay with such 
food as they require and for payment of the laundresses who do their 
washing. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
KE. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


PRIVATE. | 
His Excellency the PRESIDENT: 


Sir: Please receive my thanks for permission transmitted to me 
through Mr. Attorney-General Speed to go to Canada. But before I 
proceed there will you reconsider your decision not to permit me to see 
my husband. He is suffering and wretched. I fear an utter failure of 
his health if kept long in the state in which he now is. I have never 
desired to be either defiant or rude to you, but have greatly suffered, 
and perhaps may have appeared both in my unstudied expressions. 

Will you exert your great power and exercise this clemency to me, 
the most helpless and wretched of all those over whom yourule? I 
look to you for protection and aid, in common with the people of our 
Southern country. I cannot feel that you will refuse it. May I hope 
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once more to sit near my sick husband? I cannot do anything for him 
in his great peril and agony but speak to him of my love and despair. 
Will you not let me do this? Neither is he nor am I responsible for the 
silly efforts for his escape, which are alleged to have been on foot, and 
which [ deprecate as much as any one. Then do not, Mr. President, let 
me be the helpless sufferer. I will take any parole, do anything, if you 
will only let me see him. Will you not? I pray God daily to spare 
you for a long life. May I not hope that you will permit me to thank 
God for your clemency also? 

With the hope that you will grant my prayer, offered with tears 
enough to float it to you if they were as many as the throbs of agony 
which bring them forth, I am, sir, regretful of the past, if in it I have 
unwittingly offended you.* 

Very respectfully and prayerfully, yours, 
VARINA DAVIS. 


Mr. President, please decide this matter yourself. For the love. of 
God and his merciful Son do not refuse me. Let me go to him and 
admire and bless your name every hour of my life. 


Hpgrs. MILITARY DISTRIOT OF FORT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., February 1, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to forward inclosed the report of Sur- 
geon Cooper concerning the state prisoners Davis and Clay. 
Davis exercises outdoors one hour a day, bnt hereafter, on recom- 
mendation of his surgeon, he will be allowed more time. 
I am, general, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General of Volunteers. 


[Inclosure.] 


Fort Monrog, VA., January 31, 1866. 


ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, 
Military District of Fort Monroe, Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Sir: I would respectfully report that the state prisoners Jeff. 
Davis and C. C. Clay, in confinement here, are in about their usual 
health. Jeff. Davis, during the past week, has suffered more than 
usual from dyspeptic symptoms, and at one time gave indications of 
an attack of acute gastritis. He is to-day relieved and continues as 
heretofore. He requires more exercise than he takes, as his disease is 
more the result of confinement than anything else. 

C. C. Clay has had two or three slight attacks of asthma during the 
past week, but seems to be better than usual. Exercise in his case, too, 
is necessary. 


Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 


Surgeon, U. 8. Army. 


*This communication is without date, but see Speed to Mrs. Davis, January 23, 
p. 870. 
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Deposition of Robert B. Barber. 


Question. What is your full name and where do you reside? 


Answer. My name is Robert Burt Barber and I reside at present in Windsor, 
Canada West. 


Question. Do you know Clement C. Clay, of Alabama? 


Answer. I am quite well acquainted with him and have known him for several 
years. 


Question. Did you ever see and know him in Canada? 


Answer. I have seen him a number of times in Canada, both at Windsor and Sts- 
pension Bridge, or Clifton, Canada West. 


Question. Did you see Clement C. Clay at any time in Canada in 
1865? 


Answer. I saw him and talked with him on the cars between Toronto and Hamil- 
ton on the 6th day of March, 1865. 


Question. What means have you of knowing that it was in March 
that you saw him in Canada? 


Answer. I was married on Sunday, the 5th of March, and the nextday after my 
marriage I went with my wife to Hamilton and to London, Canada West, and on the 
trip from Toronto Mr. Clay congratulated me upon my marriage. 


Question. Have you seen him since that time? 


Answer. I have not. I went to Saint Paul, Minn., the following week after I was 
married and remained until December, 1865, and came back to Windsor to spend the 
winter. 


Question. Do you think that you could identify Mr. Clay if you 
should see him? 


Answer. I am very confident that I could. 


R. B. BARBER. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this 1st day of February, A. D. 
1866. 


D. B. BROWN, 
Deputy Clerk, Wayne County, Mich. 


Deposition of Albert H. Ross. 


Question. What is your full name and place of residence? 


‘ Answer. Albert H. Ross, full name; reside in Montreal, Canada East, when at 
ome. 


Question. Where have you been for the past four years? 


Answer. Have been engaged as a clerk of the Hyrons House in Windsor, Canada 
West, most of the time for the past four years. 


Question. Do ‘you know Clement ©. Clay, of Alabama? 


Answer. Ido. I have seen him several times at Windsor in the summer of 1864. 
He visited the Hyrons House very frequently with Colonel Steel and others. 


Prey ak Did you see him at Windsor or in Canada in the year 


Answer. I saw him a number of times in Windsor in the month of March, 1865. 


Question. What means have you of knowing that it was in the 
month of March that you saw C. C. Clay in Windsor? 


Answer. I quit clerking at the Hyrons House in January, 1865, and commenced 
boarding at the Hyrons House in March following, and only boarded there until 
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the forepart of April, and during the time I was boarding there Colonel Steel, Cap- 
tain Hines, Mr. Leslie, C. C. Clay, and others took a socia dinner, or wine dinner, at 
the general table in the dining room of the Hyrons House. 


Question. Do you think you could identify Mr. Clay if you should 
see him? 


Answer. I think that I could identify him readily, 
‘A. H. ROSS. 
= cue and subscribed to before me this 1st day of February, A. D. 


D. B. BROWN, 
Deputy Clerk, Wayne County, Mich. 


Deposition of Hiram L. Hall. 


Question. What is your name in full and place of residence? 
Answer. Hiram Lewis Hall. I reside in Toronto, Canada West. 
Question. Do you know Clement ©. Clay, of Alabama? 


Answer. I know him well. I have been acquainted with him for the past fifteen 
or twenty years. 

Question. Where did you become acquainted with him? 

Answer. In Montgomery, Ala., where I have resided for the past twenty years 
until I came to Canada in 1862. 

Question. Have you ever seen C. ©. Clay in Canada? 

Answer. I have met and conversed with him very frequently in Canada. 


Question. Can you state when and where you saw him first in 
Canada? 


Answer. I cannot give the exact date, but think it was some time in May or June, 
1864, in Toronto, Canada West. He was in company with Mr. Holcombe. I think 
that is the first time I saw him in Canada. 


Question. Did you see him often after that time? 

Answer. I did see him several times at Toronto, Saint Catherines, and Clifton or 
Suspension Bridge. 

Question. Did you at any time in 1865 see C. C. Clay in Canada; and 
if so, when and under what circumstances? 


Answer. I met Mr. Clay in December, 1864, in Toronto and shook hands with 
him and bid him good-by as he was starting for Montreal to take a ship and 
endeavor to run the blockade into the Southern States. I supposed at that time 
that he had gone, but some time after New Year’s, 1865, I met him again, when he 
said ‘‘that he had failed to run the blockade and returned to Canada,” 


Question. How late in 1865 do you think that you saw him? 


Answer. I cannot tell exactly, but it was some time after the passage of the bill 
known as the Alien Bill when I saw him, and he said that he supposed that he 
should be compelled to go to England, as it would be just like somo of his friends 
to prefer charges against him for violating the neutrality laws, and as that bill did 
not provide for any excuse he supposed he would have to ‘‘skedaddle.” 


Question. Have you seen him since that time? 

Answer. I have not. 

Question. Do you think that you could recognize him if you should 
see him? 

Answer. I am quite sure that I could. 


HIRAM L, HALL. 
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Sworn before me at the city of sae ts: * Upper Canada, the 2d 
in th f our Lord 1866. 
day of February, in the year o 8, HEYDEN, 


Olerk of the Crown and Pleas. 


HEADQUARTERS FoRT LAFAYETTE, 
New York Harbor, February 5, 1866. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. E. D. TOWNSEND, f 
Assistant Adjutant-General, U. 8S. Army, Washington, D. C.: 


Srr: I have to state that I allowed the writ of habeas corpus in the 
case of Charles H. Cole to be served on me this day, and that I have to 
present him in the City Hall at the court-house in Brooklyn on the 10th: 
instant at 9 a. m. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
MARTIN BURKE, 
Brevet Brigadier-General, U. 8S. Army, Commanding Post. 


Deposition of Sarah Douglass, taken at the office of the Bureau of Mili- 
tary Justice, in the city of Washington, on the 6th day of February, 
1866. 


The deponent, being duly sworn, deposes as follows: 
Question. Where do you reside and of what State are you a native? 


Answer. I am a native of Virginia and have resided in Canada since the summer 
of 1864. 


Question. Are you acquainted with Clement C. Clay, of Alabama; if 
so, where and under what circumstances have you known him? 


Answer. I first met Clement C. Clay at the Clifton House, Niagara Falls, in the 
summer of 1864. 


Question. State what conversation you then had with him, or heard 
him have with others, in regard to the purpose of the rebels to take 
the life of President Lincoln. 


Answer. Mr. Clay at the time mentioned came into the parlor at the Clifton 
House, where I was sitting, and a Mr. Stone, as I now recollect, who was from the 
South, asked him if he had any good news, and if he had secured a place yet, refer- 
ring, as I understood it, to the informal conferences which were then believed to be 
going on at the Falls. Mr. Clay replied that he had got apiece of Yankee impu- 

ence. Mr. Stone asked how was that. Mr. Clay answered: ‘‘Father Abraham says 
if we will abandon slavery and everything else we can then come to Washington 
and talk about peace.” One of the ladies present then spoke, saying: “Mr. Clay, do 
you then abandon the idea of securing peace?” He replied: “It looks very dark now, 
but we will make one more effort, and if he does not make peace with us he had 
better make peace with Heaven, for we will carry the war into the White House.” 
Mr. George N. Sanders then entered the parlor and called Mr. Clay out and the con- 
versation was not continued. 

My next meeting with Mr. Clay was at Toronto, Canada, at our own house, which 
my husband and myself had taken and occupied, a little outof the town. Our house 
was a sort of headquarters for the Confederates, where they met and discussed their 
plans for raids and other hostile acts against the United States. One evening when 
several Confederates were there engaged in their customary discussions Mr. Clay 
remarked to them that the plan they were then discussing would do very well as far 
as it went; that it would be easy enough to put old Abe out of the way, but that it 
was necessary to make a clean sweep of it and clear out the Cabinet and General 
Grant and the rest. No other plan, he said, was worth a song. This was in 
November, 1864. Some days afterward he called again at our house and wished to 
see my husband, who happened to be absent. I asked him what news he had. He 
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answered he had none except from Georgia, and that was very bad. I said, “I am 
tired and sick of the war and wish it was over.” He answered, ‘‘It will soon be 
over; for if the boys carry on their war as bravely in Washington as they expect 
they will soon put an end to it.” I replied that I did not like the idea of my hus- 
ban! being ne ety in any such business as that, and that if he was to fight I would 
rather he would go and fight bravely in the field, and added that I did not see how 
a small body of men could go to Washington and attack Mr. Lincoln and his Cabinet 
and escape with their lives. Mr. Clay answered, “That will be easy enough, if they 
act bravely, for they will be taken by surprise and not looking for such a thing, and 
before they would recover from the surprise of the attack our friends would escape, 
and besides,” he said, ‘even if they were captured they would only be treated as 
prisoners of war.” He further stated that Lincoln would hang us—meaning, as I 
understood, the leaders of the rebellion—as dogs if he conld catch us, and that he 
did not think there was any more harm in our taking his life than there would be in 
his taking ours. He added that the Yankee spies had already attempted to destroy 
President Davis and family by burning their house, and he had reason to believe 
that this was done by Lincoln’s order, and he argued that this alone would justify 
them in what they were proposing to do. I expressed the opinion that it was not a 
very brave act to kill persons in this way in the dark without giving them any 
warning, but he insisted that it was right to kill such scoundrels in any way that it 
could bedone. My husband then came in and he and Mr. Clay went away together. 
I saw Mr. Clay subsequently but had no conversation with him. 


SARAH DOUGLASS. 


Sworn and acknowledged at Washington, D. C., this 5th February, 
1866, before me. 
GEO. C. THOMAS, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of Mary Knapp, taken at the office of the Bureau of Military 
Justice on the 6th day of February, 1866. 


Beivg duly sworn, the deponent states as follows: 

Question. Where do you reside and of what State are you a native? 

Answer. I am a native of Maryland and have resided for several years at Kings- 
ton, Canada. 

Question. Have you known Clement CO. Clay; and if se, when and 
where, and under what circumstances? 

Answer. I was introduced to Mr. Clement C. Clay at theehouse of Mrs. Sarah 
Douglass at Toronto, Canada, in November, 1864. It was on the occasion of his calling 
for the purpose of seeing Mr. Douglass, as mentioned by Mrs. Douglass in her deposi- 
tion just given in this office. Mr. Douglass was not at home, and Mr, Clay remaining, 
a conversation took place in my hearing between him and Mrs. Douglass. This 
conversation is remembered by me with entire distinctness and is truthfully set forth 
as it occurred, inthe deposition of Mrs. Sarah Douglass referred to, and which has 
been taken in my presence and hearing. 


MARY KNAPP. 
Sworn and acknowledged at Washington, D. O., this 5th February, 


1866, before me. 
GEO. C. THOMAS, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of William H. Carter, taken at the office of the Bureau of 
Military Justice on the 9th day of February, 1866. 


The deponent, being duly sworn, deposes as follows: ; 
Question. Of what country are you a native and where do you reside? 


Answer. I am a native of Virginia and have been sojourning in Canada for several 
years, where I now reside. 
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Question. Are you acquainted with Clement O. Clay, of Alabama? If 
so, state when and where, and under what circumstances you have 
known him. 

Answer. I am acquainted with him; have known him for several years in Canada. 


Question. What knowledge, if any, have you of any conspiracy or 
enterprise formed in Canada during the late rebellion for the purpose 
of taking the lives of Abraham Lincoln and his Cabinet, and other high 
officers of the United States Government? Set forth fully all you may 
know in regard to any such enterprise, and to the connection, if any, 
of Clement C. Clay therewith. 


Answer. I was, in the month of November, 1864, at a private house in Toronto, 
Canada, with my friend John McGill and Captain Kennedy, who I saw from the 
public papers was subsequently hanged in New York. He was known to be and 
professed to be in the service of the so-called Confederate States. In the course of 
our conversation, and in reference to what had been previously said between us on 
the subject, Captain Kennedy proposed that we should go down to the Queen’s Hotel 
and see Clement C. Clay. We accordingly went down and met there Clement C. 
Clay, with several other men who were personally unknown tome. After some time 
Clay came out of the room in which he was, with the persons named and with Cap- 
tain Kennedy, who had joined them, and was introduced to us by Kennedy, who 
represented us as persons who were their friends and were about to enter into their 
enterprise. This enterprise, as it was understood between us, was the taking of the 
lives of Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, and his Cabinet. General 
Grant may also have been spoken of as one who was to be put out of the way, as he 
was very often mentioned by the Confederates in Canada as one who should be 
taken off with the President and Cabinet, but whether on the particular occasion 
referred to he was spoken of I cannot now certainly state. Mr. Clay said, on our 
being introduced, that he was glad we were going to enter into the business, but 
that it was a very risky business, and that if we did not succeed we might be hung. 
He said if we succeeded and returned to Canada we would berich men. While we 
were conversing together—Clay, Captain Kennedy, McGill, and myself—either Clay 
or Kennedy, I cannot now certainly recall which, remarked to us that if wesucceeded 
in washing our hands in the blood of the ‘‘ Monkey Abe” and his Cabinet we would 
be heroes. When about separating Mr. Clay gave us $10 each to help meet our 
expenses. 


W. H. CARTER. 
Sworn and acknowledged at Washington, D. C., this 9th February, 


1866, before me. 
GEO. C. THOMAS, 
Notary Public. 


Hpgrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FoRT MONROE, VA., 
February 7, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report prisoners Davis and Clay well 
to-day. Inclosed please find Surgeon Cooper’s weekly report. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 


[Inclosure.] 


Fort MONROE, VA., February 7, 1866. 
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, 
Military District of Fort Monroe, Fort Monroe, Va.: 


Sir: I would respectfully report that the prisoners of state Jeff. 
Davis and C, C. Clay are in their usual health. 
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C. C. Clay for the two last days has been somewhat indisposed from 
muscular rheumatism of left arm, caused by the cold weather. Jeff. 
Davis is rather less dyspeptic than at last report. 

Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS ForRT LAFAYETTE, 
New York Harbor, February 10, 1866. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. D. T. VAN BUREN, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Headquarters Department of the East: 

Stm: I have to state that Charles H. Cole, late prisoner at this post, 
has been discharged by Judge Gilbert at the Brooklyn court-house 
this day. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
MARTIN BURKH, 
Brevet Brigadier-General, U. 8. Army, Commanding Post. 


[Indorsement.]} 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST, 
New York City, February 12, 1866. 
_ Respectfully forwarded to Adjutant-General’s Office. Cole was con- 
fined as one of the party who attempted to seize the U.S. steamer 
Michigan on Lake Erie in 1864, &c. 
JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
By D. T. VAN BUREN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., February 13, 1866. 
Hon. EDWIN M. STANTON, Secretary of War: 

Sim: A conversation which I have lately held with Mr. Holland, 
the counsel of Mr. Gee, who is ordered to be tried before a military 
commission in Raleigh on a charge of cruelty to the Federal prisoners 
of war at Salisbury, had induced me to believe that it will be greatly to 
the satisfaction of the people North and South if before Mr. Gee is put 
on his trial a court of inquiry should be held and the circumstances 
connected with the horrors of that prison-house be fully investigated, 
in order that the whole truth may be known and the responsibility for 
the terrible suffering in that place may be made to rest on the shoulders 
of the right persons. Mr. Holland believes that if such a court is held 
and a full inquiry had that it may be easily shown that persons much 
higher in command than his client are much more guilty than he. Mr. 
Holland [Gee] had the rank only of major in the insurgent army, and 
was charged only with the duty of guarding the prisoners, while he 
had no authority over the quartermaster or commissaries or surgeons, 
and could supply neither fuel nor shelter nor food nor medicine. It 
is believed by Mr. Holland that proof can be made of the guilt of the 
higher chiefs of the rebellion, and that Major Gee can satisfy a court of 
inquiry that he ought not to be made the scapegoat for the sins cf others 
much more guilty. 

I have the honor tu be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. MARVIN. 
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(First indorsement.] 
WAR DEPARTMENT, February 14, 1866. 
Referred to Judge-Advocate-General for such action as he deems 


proper. 
E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


[Second indorsement.] 


BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTICE, February 16, 1866. 

Respectfully returned without favorable recommendation. The gen- 
eral condition of the rebel prisons in which our soldiers were confined, 
as well as the treatment to which these soldiers were subjected, have 
been so fully exposed in various trials that it is not believed to be 
necessary to pursue the investigation further through the court of 
inquiry proposed. If the prisoner Gee wishes to defend himself by 
criminating his superior officers or others he will have the opportunity 
of doing so before the military commission by which it is expected he 
will be tried. 

J. HOLT, 


Judge-A dvocate- General. 
(Third indorsement. ] 

Norr.—The report of the Judge-Advocate-General was exhibited to 
the Secretary of War February 19, 1866, who directed me to exhibit 
the same to Mr. Holland, counsel for Gee, as decisive of the applica- 
tion. This I did February 19, 1866. 

JAS. A. HARDIE, 


Inspector- General. 


Hpqrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FORT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., February 14, 1866. 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General : 
GENERAL: I have the honor to forward herewith the report of Sur- 
geon Cooper relative to the health of the prisoners Davis and Clay. 
1 am, geueral, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers, Commanding. 


(Inclosure. } 


Forr Monrox, VaA., February 14, 1866. 
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, 
Military District of Fort Monroe: 

Str: I would respectfully report that the health of state prisoner 
Jeff, Davis is much better, both mentally and physically, than at any 
time since my arrival here. Ll observe that his general health is almost 
entirely dependent upon his diet, which must be delicate but generous. 
He tale but little, but that little must be of the best quality and well 
cooked. 

State prisoner ©. C. Clay has suffered for some three or four days 
from catarrhal fever. He is much improved, however, and is now 
comparatively well. 

I have no recommendation to make save that both prisoners have 
frequent exercise in the open air. 

Your obedieut servaut, 
GEO. EK. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8S. Army. 
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Hpgrs. Mitirary District oF ForT Monrokg, 
Fort Monroe, Va., February 22, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose the report of Surgeon Cooper 
concerning the state prisoners. Clay is better to-day than he was 
yesterday. He exercises daily in the open air. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 


[Inclosure.] 


Fort MonrRog, VA., February 21, 1866. 
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, 
Military District of Fort Monroe, Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Str: I respectfully report that state prisoner Jeff. Davis is in the 
enjoyment of moderately good health. During the past week he, for 
some thirty hours, suffered from facial and cranial neuralgia. 

C. OC. Clay is at present quite unwell. He is suffering from malarial 
disease; is quite weak, restless, and without appetite. 

Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8S. Army. 


Deposition of John H. Patten, taken at the office of the Judge-Advocate- 
General, in the city of Washington, on the — day of February, 1866. 


The deponent being sworn, deposes as follows, to wit: 
Question. Of what State are you a native and where do you now 
reside? 


Answer. I am a native of Georgia, but for the last two years I have resided at 
Saint Louis. I came to Richmond, Va., the latter part of the year 1862 and made it 
my home, though not always there until the latter part of the year 1863. 


Question. Were you at any time in the military service of the so-called 
Confederate States? 


Answer. Iwas not. I furnished a substitute and afterward, as a means of making 
a living, entered into speculations in connection with the supply of the army. 


Question. What knowledge, if any, have you of an arrangement or 
conspiracy entered into in 1863, or at any other time, for the kidnap- 
ing and, if necessary, the killing of the President of the United States? 
State fully all the knowledge and information you have on the subject, 
setting forth the connection, if any, of Jefferson Davis with such 
arrangement or conspiracy and his action in relation thereto. 


Answer. I know Jefferson Davis very well and have had two conversations with 
him in regard to a project to capture or assassinate President Lincoln. These con- 
versations took place in July, 1863, in Mr. Davis’ office in Richmond. The first con- 
versation took place under these circumstances: A friend of mine named Lamar, 
who had served some time in the Confederate Army, said to me that he was about 
to set on foot an enterprise which if carried out would immortalize and enrich all 
who engaged in it, and he wished me to join him. I asked him the nature of his 
enterprise and he said it was to capture Lincoln and bring him a prisoner to Rich- 
mond. At first I thought he was jesting, as it seemed to me a mad project and next 
to an impossibility, but he assured me he was inearnest. I then asked him who was 
the originator of the scheme, and if the President and Secretary of State, Mr. Ben- 
jamin, were known to it. He said that he had made a written proposition to the 
President and was backed up by Secretary Benjamin and Winder. He further said 
that Winder had already assured him that Mr. Davis favored the project, but that 
he had not as yet received a direct answer from the President himself. I told himif 
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I could see a reasonable prospect of success I would go in with him, but that I could 
not afford to spend se 5 money in so uncertain a business. He said of course the 
necessary funds would be furnished us by the proper authorities. He then proposed 
that we should go at once to General Winder, which we did. Aftertheusua formali- 
ties General Winder said, in answer to a question by me, that the President fully 
approved Lamar’s project, and furthermore his plans as far as they had been set forth 
in his (Lamar’s) communication. I then asked Winder if the Secretary of War, Mr. 
Seddon, was in favor of it. Winder answered that the Secretary of War was an old 
fogy and was not worth talking to on such a subject. Winder then proposed that, 
in order that wé might be satisfied that the project was fully approved by the Presi- 
dent, we should ball on the President at once. We did so and Winder introduced 
the subject to the President, saying that these men, referring to Lamar and myself, 
wanted to hear from his (the President’s) own lips what protection we would receive in 
the event of our being captured in executing our undertaking. The President replied 
that we should receive all the protection the Government could afford, and that if cap- 
tured he would hold as hostages two for one until weshould be released. ‘The President 
then said, addressing Lamar, that the undertaking he was about to engage in was a 
dangerous one and required a great deal of skill, caution, and courage, and that the 
salvation of the Confederacy possibly depended on his success; that heshould take care 
toengage none but menof sobriety and courage to assist him; that heshould knowthem 
well, and should not disclose his plans until all was ready. President Davis further 
said that he did not wish that the life of Lincoln should be taken unless absolutely 
necessary; that if he could be brought a prisoner alive it would serve the country 
equally as well and perhaps better than to kill him, but that if it was necessary for 
our own safety, or we could do no better, that we should mete out to him the deserts 
that the greatest tyrant the world ever saw deserves, which is death. Lamar 
then spoke about the necessary funds to carry out his plans. Davis said we should 
be furnished through General Winder with all the funds necessary. After a few 
words of caution from Mr. Davis we left his office. The next day Lamar received 
from General Winder some funds, consisting of greenbacks and Confederate notes. 
I received from Lamar $250 in greenbacks and $500 in Confederate notes. We then 
went to work to engage men for the project and sent them North, some to Baltimore, 
some to Washington, and some to Georgetown, to await orders. I engaged and for- 
warded three myself, and Lamar and other parties engaged and forwarded about 
twenty others. The next conversation I had with Mr. Davis took place about a fort- 
night later than the one hereinbefore referred to, and after the assistance engaged had 
been sent North. A man named McCulloh, who had been engaged by Lamar to aid 
in the enterprise, had been arrested for disclosing the plotand sent to Castle Thunder. 
As soon as Lamar heard of the arrest he called on me, and we went together to the 
office of General Winder to learn the particulars. We were there informed by Captain 
Winder, son of the general, that his father had gone to see the President in regard to 
McCulloh’s case, and Lamar aud I forthwith started for the President’s office. We 
there found the President, General Winder, and Mr. Wright, a Government detect- 
ive, in conversation. As soon as we were admitted General Winder said to Lamar, 
“One of your drunken scoundrels has been raising hell, and unless you strike at 
once your scheme will be thwarted.” Mr. Davis then said, ‘‘ Yes, gentlemen, you 
must proceed to the execution of your project immediately or failure will be cer- 
tain. These blockade-runners, such as McCulloh has been boasting to, are half 
of them Yankee spies and may louse no time in communicating what they heard 
to their Government, and thus place their President on his guard, and thus render 
your efforts futile.” Winder then repeated with an oath, “ Yes; strike at once and 
bring the monkey here, body and soul, as soon as possible; and if you can’t bring his 
whole carcass, fetch his damned scalp.” Mr. Davis then said, ‘Gentlemen, you will 
not misunderstand your instructions; it is my wish that you capture and bring Mr. 
Lincoln within our lines without harming a hair of his head, if possible; but if 
after making the capture you find there is danger of his being retaken, you will 
take care that he does not return to Washington alive. If you find it impossible to 
effect his capture at all, remember that he is your enemy and Commanier-in-Chief 
of the Northern Armies, and that you have the right, and that it is your duty, to 
cut him down the same as any other officer or soldier belonging to those armies.” 
Lamar then said, we had already sent enough men North to do the work, and that 
we were prepared to follow at once, but that we required more funds for the 
execution of our plans when we should get North. Mr. Davis then said, “General 
Winder will see that you receive all that you require.” Some instructions were 
then given by the President and General Winder to Wright in regard to detaining 
the persons who had heard McCulloh’s disclosures. After a little more conversa- 
tion with the President, in which he assured us of the great importance, in view 
of the operations of Grant about Vicksburg, and of Meade, who was forcing 
Lee back upon the capital, of our proceeding in all haste to the execution of our 
project, we left. General Winder supplied us with some money and gave Lamar 
@ letter of credit to a firm in Baltimore to enable us to draw what funds we 
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should require whileNorth. When we reached here we found that some of the parties 
had left the points indicated for them to remain at and could not be found. Several 
others we learned had been arrested and imprisoned; and the situation or position 
of the armies had so changed that we founditimpossible to carry out our plans and 
finally we abandoned the project. Lamar returned to Richmond, but I had had 
enough of the Confederacy [and] proceeded north to Canada. 

JOHN H. PATTEN. 


Sworn and acknowledged at Washington, D. ©., this 24th of Feb- 
ruary, 1866, before me. 
GEO. C. THOMAS, 
Notary Public. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. O., February 26, 1866. 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. E. D. TowNsEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D. O.: 

GENERAL: In compliance with the provisions of General Orders, No. 
269, from the Adjutant-General’s Office, dated October 11, 1864, I have 
the honor to transmit herewith the following unclaimed funds and val- 
uables belonging to rebels who have been held as prisoners of war, the 
same having been turned over to this office by Bvt. Brig. Gen. John BE. 
Mulford, U. S. agent for exchange, in pursuance of instructions con- 
tained in Special Orders, No. 6, dated War Department, January 6, 1866, 
viz: U.S. Treasury and national bank notes, $1,858.80; package said 
to contain gold and silver, $33.60; package said to contain, in Northern 
and Southern State bank notes, $424; box containing 66 watches. 
Duplicate invoices, with receipts, are herewith inclosed; also a state- 
ment giving names of rebels, late prisoners of war, to whom the funds 
above mentioned belong, with the amounts and character of funds due 
each one specified opposite their respective names. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK, A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General, U. S. Vols., Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
Washington, D. C., February 26, 1866—12 m. 
ALEXANDER H. STEPHENS, Crawfordville, Ga,: 

Your letter of the 5th instant just received. The parole heretofore 
granted youis hereby amended so as to permit you to visit Washington, 
D. C., and such other places in the United States as your business may 
render necessary, subject to the conditions imposed in said parole. 

ANDREW JOHNSON, 
President of the United States. 


Hpgrs. Minitary Districr oF Fort Monrog8, VA4., 
February 28, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant- General: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report prisoners J. Davis and C. O. 
Clay, jr., well as usual, and inclose report of Surgeon Cooper, Gs; 
Army. 


Very respectfull our obedient servant 
ie a NELSON A. MILES, 


Major-General, U. 8S. Volunteers. 
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({Inclosure.] 
Fort Monroe, VA., February 28, 1866. 


ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, 
Military District of Fort Monroe, Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Sir: I have the honor to report that the health of state prisoner 
Jefferson Davis is good—better than at any time previous during my 
service at this post. 

State prisoner C. C. Clay is in usual health, but somewhat troubled 
by nervous excitement and inability to sleep well. His asthmatic 
attacks are not as severe as they were some weeks since. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8. Army. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., March 2, 1866. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War, Washington, D. C.: 

S1r: I have in my charge a number of packages of money containing 
in all $5,847.75 received from the rebels and belonging to soldiers of the 
U.S. Army, the same having been turned over to this office by General 
Mulford, U. S. agent for exchange. The sum consists of every species 
of bank bills, I have also a number of unindorsed drafts, which of 
course are worthless. 

I would respectfully recommend that the portion of the money repre- 
sented by bills of various banks, and which are constantly undergoing 
depreciation, be converted into currency of the United States through 
the agency of the cashier of the National Bank of the Republic, which is 
a public depository and where I have placed thefunds on special deposit. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General, U. 8. Vols., Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., March 3, 1866. 
Mr. CHARLES BRADLEY, - 
Cashier of the National Bank of the Republic, Washington, D. O.: 
Sir: I have the honor to request that the $5,847.75 in Northern and 
Southern State bank bills on special deposit from this office in the 
National Bank of the Republic may be converted into currency of the 
United States. It is requested that the several packages marked to 
individuals may be converted separately and the amounts accruing 
from the exchange be credited (on a list to be furnished by you to this 
office) to the parties to whom they belong. The amount received from 
the exchange will be deposited subject to draft from this office. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General, U. 8. Vols., Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., March 5, 1866. 
CHRISTIAN, LEA & Co., Richmond, Va.: 
GENTLEMEN: On the 29th of January I had the honor of addressing 
a letter to you, by direction of the Commissary-General of Prisoners, in 
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relation to certain packages of tobacco placed in your charge by Gen- 
eral Mulford on account of rebel prisoners, and as no report has yet 
been received from you I am directed to inquire whether said letter 
was received, and if so, what action has been taken with regard to it. 
An early reply is respectfully requested. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Wet ARTA, 
Brevet Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF FoRT MONROE, 
March 7, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose the report of Surgeon Cooper 
referring to the state prisoners Davis and Clay, and also call your 
attention to the report of the board of survey convened by order from 
your office in reference to the tearing down of buildings on this point. 
The proceedings were forwarded direct as ordered. 

I am, general, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 


[Inclosure. } 


Fort Monrose, VaA., March 7, 1866. 
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, 
District of Fort Monroe, Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Sir: [ hereby report that state prisoners Jeff. Davis and ©. C. Clay 
are in their usual health. During the past week C. C. Olay has been 
suffering trom a light catarrhal fever from which he is now recovering. 

Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. S. Army. 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, March 9, 1866. 
Brevet Major-General Hout, Judge- Advocate-General: 

Str: On the 2d of December, 1865, a telegram was sent from this 
office to General Terry stating that R. B. Winder had been sent to 
Richmond by direction of the President to be reported to him for trial, 
and that the papers containing charges would be forwarded as soon as 
received from the Judge-Advocate-General. Will you please inform 
me if any steps have been taken to secure the trial of Winder? 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[Indorsement. ] 


WAR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTICE, 
March 10, 1866, 
Respectfully returned. 
The papers received by this Bureau have not been sufficient to enable 
me to prepare charges ani specifications against R. B. Winder. Mr. 
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Ambrose Spencer, who professes to be well informed in regard to the 
criminal conduct alleged against Winder, has given distinct assurances 
from time to time that he would furnish such details in regard to this 
man’s offenses, with names of witnesses, &c., as would enable the Gov- 
ernment to put him on trial, but as yet he has not done so. 
J. HOLT, 
Judge-Advocate- General. 


CouRT-MARTIAL ORDERS, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 71. Washington, March 10, 1866. 
In the case of Robert M. Harrover, citizen, sentenced by a military 
commission ‘to be shot to death by musketry, at such time and place 
as the Secretary of War may direct, two-thirds of the commission 
concurring therein,” which sentence was commuted “to confinement 
at hard labor in the penitentiary for ten years,” as promulgated in 
General Court-Martial Orders, No. 314, War Department, Adjutant- 
General’s Oftice, October 3, 1864, the sentence is hereby remitted, and 
he will be paroled, as recommended by Lieutenant-General Grant, upon 
taking the oath of allegiance. 
By order of the President of the United States: 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


GENERAL WAR DEPARTMENT, 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, | 
Washington, March 14, 1866. 
Maj. Gen. N. A. MILEs, U.S. Volunteers, 
Commanding, &c., Fort Monroe, Va.: 

You will extend the limits to which Clement C. Clay, jr., is now 
restricted, when permitted to take exercise in the open air, to such 
extent within the walls of the fort as may be consistent with his safe 
custody. You will also allow him a reasonable amount of stationery, 
his correspondence being subjected to the same inspection as at present. 

By order of the President of the United States: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, March 15, 1866. 
Maj. Gen. N. A. MILES, Commanding, dc., Fort Monroe, Va.: 

In reply to your dispatch of the 14th the Secretary of War directs 
me to say that, complying with the terms of the President’s order, 
you, being responsible for the safe custody of Clay, will exercise your 
own discretion as to the surveillance over him while taking out-door 
exercise. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
‘Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Hpgrs. MILiTary District or Fort Monrog, 
Fort Monroe, Va., March 15, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant- General: 


GENERAL : I have the honor to forward the surgeon’s report of the 
condition of the state prisoners J. Davis and C. O. Clay, jr., and inclose 
letter from Davis to his wife. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. S. Volunteers. 


[Inclosure. ] 


Fort Monrok, VA., March 14, 1866. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL, 
Military District of Fort Monroe, Fort Monroe, Va.: 
Sir: I report that state prisoners Jeff. Davis and C. C. Clay are in 
the enjoyment of their usual health. 
Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. S. Army. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., March 16, 1866. 
Messrs, CHRISTIAN, LEA & Co., 
Commission Merchants, Richmond, Va.: 

GENTLEMEN: By direction of the Commissary-General of Prisoners I 
transmit herewith an extract from a communication received from the 
Internal Revenue Office in answer to inquiries contained in your com- 
munication to this office of the 6th instant, and by which you will see 
that the tobacco left in your charge to be sold on Government account is 
exempt from taxation. It will, however, be necessary for you to fur- 
nish to this office the number of pounds contained in each package or 
lot belonging to the several] individuals to whom the tobacco is credited, 
with the amount accruing from the sale of the same, so that in case 
claim is made hereafter for the tobacco or funds, the proceeds of the 
sale, the tax may be collected from the claimant. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. T. HARTZ, 


Brevet Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hpgrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FORT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., March i7, 1866. 


General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report the prisoners J. Davis and CO. 
C. Clay, jr., to be very comfortable to-day. The orders of the 14th and 
15th instant, authorizing me to use my discretion in the matter of giv- 
ing Clay the liberty of the fort while his wife is here, have been 
received. Judging from his conduct since his confinement I.do not think 
he would violate his parole, yet he might be taken out by his friends, 
and in that event being done I would be held responsible. I offered 
to place him on his parole, informing him I would take precaution to 
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know where he was during the time, and would be instantly informed 
if he went or was taken out of the fort. This he declined to accept, 
stating he considered it as doubting his honor after he had voluntarily 
surrendered himself to the Government. As he did not surrender to 
me, but was sent as a prisoner, and as such I am held accountable for, 
I do not feel authorized in assuming that responsibility. Should he have 
the liberty of the fort on his parole I should feel confident it woulc be 
considered sacred. : a anit : 
I am, general, very respectfu our obedient servan 
Pe eS Aen A % NELSON A. MILKS, 
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 


War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, March 19, 1866—4.30 p. m. 


Maj. Gen. N. A. MILES, Commanding, &c., Fort Monroe, Va.: 


Clement C. Clay, jr., will be permitted to have the liberty of Fort 
Monroe daily from suurise to sunset upon his giving his, parole of honor 
in writing not to leave the limits of the said fort, or to make any attempt 
to escape from custody, or to do or perform any act that may be hostile 
or detrimental to the interests of the Government of the United States. 
Please acknowledge receipt and report action taken. 

By order of the President of the United States: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTICE, 
Washington, D. C., March 20, 1866. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 

Siz: [I have the honor to submit to you the following report in the 
cases of Jefferson Davis and Clement C. Clay (rebels) as supplementary 
to the previous reports rendered by me therein and made proper to be 
presented by the new and important testimony recently adduced: 

J. In the case of Davis there has been added the deposition of John 
H. Patten, a witness of unusual intelligence and entirely reliable. In 
this deposition, the body of which is in his own handwriting, he sets 
forth the particulars of two interviews which he had with Davis in the 
summer of 1863, at which was discussed the plot then pending to seize 
President Lincoln and convey him to Richmond, with the understanding 
that he was at once to be put to death in case his rescue were attempted. 
It was at one of these occasions that there was present also the witness 
Wright. The substance of those statements is set forth in my report of 
18th of January last. The testimony of Patten shows even more fully 
than that of Wright that this plot, which was really one of assassination 
under the pretext of a capture, was directly authorized and ordered by 
Davis, whose language at each interview is recited; and also that he 
gave specific directions as to the manner in which the scheme was to be 
executed, and proceeded to justify it as in accordance with the laws of 
civilized warfare. This testimony, while most important of itself, 
affords also a striking support of the proof, detailed in the report of 
January 18, in regard to the authorization by Davis of the subsequent 
pry oh ohe next year, which actually resulted in the death of President 

inco 
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II. In the case of Clay, the new testimony is of the following 
character : 

1. The deposition of William H. Carter, whose evidence was adverted 
to in the report of December 6 last, as then wanting, but expected to 
be soon obtained. This witness, who was present at the interview 
with Clay and Kennedy in November, 1864, the particulars of which 
are recounted in the deposition of his companion, McGill, already com- 
municated, fully corroborates the latter in his statements in regard to 
the acts and language of Clay, and clearly exhibits the fact that this 
conspirator was not only cognizant of the plot then in progress to 
assassinate President Lincoln, the members of his Cabinet, and Gen- 
eral Grant, but was actively engaged in directing the details of its 
proposed execution. 

2. The depositions of Sarah Douglass and Mary Knapp, residents of 
Canada, who detail repeated interviews, principally at Toronto, between 
Clay and other rebels, at which they were present, in the suinmer and 
fall of 1864. At these interviews Clay not only discussed the plans 
for raids and other hostile acts in the interest of the rebellion and in 
violation of the laws of war, which he and his associates were then 
engaged in maturing, but spoke freely of the scheme of assassination, 
in which it is evident he was personally enlisted, as he was familiar 
with its details, anticipated with confidence its successful result, and 
entered upon a course of argument in its justification as a measure 
of legitimate warfare. 

3. The depositions of two parties, one a citizen of Windsor, Canada 
West, and the other of Montreal, who state that they saw Clay several 
times in the month of March, 1865, at Windsor, and on one occasion on 
the railroad between Toronto and Hamilton, Canada West. One of 
these witnesses conversed personally with Clay, and both detail the 
circumstances connected with their meeting him, and are enabled by a 
reference to contemporaneous events to fix with certainty the dates 
mentioned. By this additional evidence, in connection with that set 
forth in my reports of 6th of December and 18th of January last, it is 
shown beyond any question that Clay remained in Canada in 1865 
during the months of January, February, March, and April, certainly 
up to the 15th, the day succeeding the murder of the President. Thus 
by the cumulative testimony of eight reliable witnesses, to whom prob- 
ably many others may be added, the assertion of Clay, by which he 
seeks to disprove the charge of complicity in the plot of assassination, 
that at the date of its execution he had been absent from Canada 
nearly six months, is shown, as heretofore urged, to be wholly false. 
The new depositions* thus referred to accompany this report, and 
though not needed to support the conclusive body of proof already 
fully presented in these cases, are most material in completing the 
chain of testimony by which the compassing of the assassination of the 
President is fixed beyond a reasonable doubt upon these two con- 
spirators. With these depositions the preparation of the cases by this 
Bureau is properly terminated, and inasmuch as both the criminals 
and the proofs of their crime are now in the hands of the Government, 
it only remains for me respectfully, but most earnestly, to renew my 
former recommendation that Davis and Clay be arraigned and tried 
before a military commission. As this tribunal, the only one believed 
to be competent to ascertain and pass upon the guilt of these men, may 
presently be ousted of its jurisdiction by the anticipated operation of the 


* See depositions of Barber, p. 876; Ross, p.876; Douglass, p.878; Knapp, p. 879; 
Carter, p. 879; Patten, p. 883. 
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proclamation which is to declare the termination of the state of war, 
there is danger that unless such commission be speedily convened 
their crime, certainly one of the most atrocious and appalling of the 
nineteenth century, will pass unpunished. 

J. HOLT, 


Judge-Advocate- Generar. 


HEADQUARTERS DiIsTRICT OF FoRT MONROE, 
March 20, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of telegram of 
yesterday regarding ©. C. Clay, jr. He was placed on his parole to-day, 
a copy of which is herewith inclosed. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 


[Inclosure.] 


Forr Monror, VA., March 19, 1866. 
I, Clement C. Clay, jr., for the privilege of being permitted the liberty 
of the grounds inside the walls of Fortress Monroe between the hours of 
sunrise and sunset, do hereby give my parole of honor that I will not 
leave the limits of the said Fortress Monroe, nor will I make any attempt 
to escape from custody, nor will I do or perform any act that may be 
hostile or detrimental to the interests of the Government of the United 


States. 
C. C, CLAY, JR. 
Witness: 
CHAS. E. GRISSON, 
Captain, U. 8. Volunteers. 


Hpgrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FoRT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., March 21, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


GENERAL: I have tlhe honor to forward the report of Surgeon Cooper 
concerning the health of state prisoners Jeff. Davis and C. C. Clay, jr. 
Surgeon Cooper’s recommendation has been acted upon. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. 8S. Volunteers. 


[Inclosure.] 


Fort Monrog, VA., March 21, 1866. 
Maj. Gen. NELSon A. MILES, 
Commanding District of Fort Monroe, Fort Monroe, Va.: 


Sir: I would respectfully report that the health of state prisoner 
Jeff. Davis is not as good as at my last report. He isin a state of high 
nervous excitability; is complaining of fullness of the head and a 
tendency to vertigo. He seems to be wasting away gradually and 
losing flesh. This is scarcely perceptible to one who sees him day by 
day, but it is nevertheless certain. 
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State prisoner C. C. Clay has been troubled with diarrhea during the 
past week; is much weakened in consequence, and on yesterday was 
searcely able to walk around, and at night was much prostrated. This 
morning he seems decidedly improved, and I have no doubt but that 
he will recuperate under his extended limits. 

I would respectfully recommend that the outdoor exercise of prisoner 
Davis be more fully indulged in, and that some arrangement be made 
to prevent the noise caused by the constant tramp of the sentincls, 
which seems to irritate his nervous system. 

Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8. Army. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. O., March 24, 1866. 
CHRISTIAN, LEA & Co., Richmond, Va.: 


GENTLEMEN: By direction of the Commissary-General of Prisoners 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt at this office of report of 
sale of tobacco on account of rebel prisoners; also a check of net proceeds 
of the sale in the amount of $851.09. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. T. HARTZ, 
Brevet Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, March 25, 1866—8.35 p.m. 
Maj. Gen. J. M. BRANNAN, U.S. Volunteers, 
Commanding Department of Georgia, Augusta, Ga.: 

You are directed to discharge from custody D. L. Yulee, now confined 
at Fort Pulaski, upon his giving his parole to go to the State of Florida 
and remain within the limits thereof, reporting his address monthly to 
the Adjutant-General of the Army, and to hold himself ready to abide 
the orders of the President of the United States, and to answer any 
charges which may be preferred against him, until further orders. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, March 25, 1866—12.20 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. A. H. TERRY, 
Commanding Department of Virginia, Richmond, Va. : 

You are directed to discharge from custody R. 8. McCulloh, now 
confined in Richmond, upon his giving his parole to go to New York 
and remain there, reporting his address monthly to the Adjutant. 
General ot the Army, and to hold himselt ready to abide the orders of 
the President of the United States, and to answer any charges which 
may be preferred against him, until further orders. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Hp@Rs. MILITARY DISTRIOT OF FORT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., March 28, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General : 
GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose Surgeon Cooper’s report 
regarding health of state prisoners Jefferson Davis and C. C. Clay, jr. 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 


({Inclosure. ] 


Fort Monrog, VA., March 28, 1866. 


Maj. Gen. NELSON A. MILES, 
Oommanding District of Fort Monroe, Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Sir: I would'‘respectfully report that the health of Jefferson Davis 
is better than at last report. He complains less of the fullness of head, 
and he has slept much better since the matting has been placed upon 
the floors surrounding his prison room, thus deadening the tramp of 
the sentinels. His appetite, too, seems to be improving somewhat. 

C.C. Clay is decidedly improved since last report. His diarrhea has 
sufficiently diminished to warrant the statement that he has recovered 
from it. He isimproving in strength and appetite, though he has some 
asthmatic symptoms, which are not, however, as severe as those he 
had prior to having received the parole of the fort. 

Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. S. Army. 


Hpgrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FoRT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., April 4, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant- General : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to forward inclosed the report of the 
surgeon in reference to the health of the state prisoners J. Davis and 
C. ©, Clay, jr. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. S. Volunteers. 


[Inclosure.] + 


Post HospiTaL, Fort Monroe, Va., April 4, 1866. 
Maj. Gen. N. A. MILEs, 
Comdg. Military District of Fort Monroe, Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Siz: I report the health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis to be as on 
last report. The only complaint made by him is of muscular weakness 
and insomnolency. 

C. ©. Clay seems to be improving both in health and spirits. The 
parole of the fort has been of great benefit to his general health. 

Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E, COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8. Army. 
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OFFICE sh car a ec eee OF PRISONERS, 
ashington, D. C., Apri - 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. E. D. TOWNSEND, aaa 
Assistant Adjutant-General, U. 8. Army: 

Str: I have the honor to transmit herewith the sum of $9.55 U. 8S. 
currency and $606.50 in rebel scrip, being uncalled-for moneys belong- 
Ing to prisoners of war confined at Fort McHenry. An invoice of the 
funds showing the parties to whom it belongs is herewith inclosed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; K. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General, U. 8. Vols., Commissary. General of Prisoners. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, April 7, 1866—9.45 p. m. 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. J. M. BRANNAN, 
Commanding Department of Georgia, Augusta, Ga.: 

The President directs that D. L. Yulee be relieved of so much of the 
parole given by him as restricts him to the limits of the State of 
Florida. Acknowledge receipt. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant. General. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., April 9, 1866. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, Secretary of War: 

Sir: On the 25th of January, current year, General Mulford deliv- 
ered to ne under orders the sum of $25,854.02, together with $5,847.75 
in Northern State and Southern bank notes, belonging to men who 
had been prisoners of war in the South, from whom the money had 
been taken, and after the military operations of the war had closed had 
been recovered by him. He turned over a list of 324 applicants for 
portious of the money, which list has been somewhat increased by the 
names of a few applicants (thirty-seven in number) addressed to this 
office, so that the whole amount applied for is $34,381.11 and $568 in 
bank notes, character not stated, while the amount available for dis- 
tribution is $25,554.02, together with $1,204.01 received from the sale 
of Northern State and Southern bank notes, and belonging to specified 
parties; also, $851.09 received from the sale of tobacco, uncalled-for 
property belonging to rebel prisoners. There is in the hands of the 
Adjutant-General about $8,000 unclaimed money belonging to rebel 
prisoners turned over to the Adjutant-General through this office, the 
greater portion of which will probably never be called for. There is no 
reason for expecting any further collections and no more applicants 
are likely to appear. Under these circumstances I request authority 
to distribute the money to the applicants upon satisfactory knowledge 
of their identity, at the rate claimed, on the correctness of the same 
being clearly shown, and, with a view to meet any deficiency that may 
possibly arise, authority may be granted to draw on the above-men- 
tioned funds in the hands of the Adjutant-General to meet the same. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HE. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General, U. S. Vols., Commissary-General of Prisoners. 
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Wark DEPARTMENT, Washington City, April 10, 1866. 
JoHN A. PRENTICE, Warden Ohio Penitentiary: . 
The President, on consideration of an application on behalf of Milli- 
gan, Bowles, and Horsey for their release, has directed the remission 
of their sentence and that they be released from imprisonment. The 
Adjutant-General will transmit the official order by telegraph and 
mail, and you will discharge them from custody. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, April 10, 1866—4.50 p. m. 
Joun A. PRENTICE, Esq, 
Warden Ohio Penitentiary, Columbus, Ohio: ; 
Application has been made to the Presidént for the release of Wil- 
liam A. Bowles, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey, prisoners 
in your custody under sentence of a military commission. He directs 
that the further execution of their sentence be remitted and that they 
be forthwith discharged from custody. On receipt of this telegram 
you are directed to discharge them and report to this Department. A 
formal order will be transmitted by mail, but this telegram will serve 
as your warrant for their discharge. 
By order of the Secretary of War: 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 

Washington, April 10, 1866. 
WARDEN OF OHIO STATE PENITENTIARY, 

Columbus, Ohio: 

You will please discharge from custody William A. Bowles, Lambdin 
P. Milligan, and Stephen Horsey, confined to the Columbus peniten- 
tiary for life, under orders of the President, dated May 30, 1865, the 
President having remitted further execution of the sentence. 

By order of the President of the United States: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Please report receipt and execution of this order. 


Hpqrs. MinitaRy DIstRI0T oF ForT MonRog, 
Fort Monroe, Va., April 11, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General : 
GENERAL: I have the honor to forward report of Surgeon Cooper 
relative to the health of the state prisoners J. Davis and C.C. Clay, jr. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General of Volunteers. 
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Post Hospirat, Fort Monroe, Va., April 10, 1866. 
Maj. Gen. NELSON A. MILEs, 
Commanding District of Fort Monroe, Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Sir: I would report that state prisoner Jefferson Davis is in his 
usual health. He complains of nothing save muscular weakness, nerv- 
ous irritability, and partial insomnolency. , 

C. CO, Clay, jr., is improving in health though he has had diarrhea 
for the last three days. 

Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8. Army. 


OFFICE OHIO PENITENTIARY, 
; Columbus, Ohio, April 12, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D. C.: 

ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter, dated War Department, Adjutant-General’s 
Office, Washington, April 10, 1866, ordering the discharge from 
custody of William A. Bowles, Lambdin P. Milligan, and Stephen 
Horsey, confined to the Columbus penitentiary for life, &c., and to 
inform you that Lambdin P. Milligan was taken from my custody ona 
writ of habeas corpus at 3 o’clock p. m: Tuesday, April 10th, instant, 
and discharged; that at 5 o’clock p. m. of that day, upon the receipt 
of your order by telegraph to discharge said L. P. Milligan, William A. 
Bowles, and Stephen Horsey, Bowles and Horsey were also released 
from confinement.* 

Iam, general, very respectfully, 
JOHN A. PRENTICE, 
Warden. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, April 13, 1866, 
Maj. Gen. P. H. SHERIDAN, U.S. Army, 
Comdg. Military Division of the Gulf, New Orleans, La, : 

Sir: The President of the United States directs that Dr. William 
M. Gwin, now confined at Fort Jackson, La., be released from custody 
on his giving his parole in writing to leave the United States and not 
to return without leave from the President. Report receipt and execu- 
tion of this order. 

By order of the President of the United States: 

BH, D. TOWNSEND, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* The case of ex parte Milligan and two similar cases (those of Bowles and Horsey) 
were taken to the Supreme Court of the United States upon a certificate of division 
from the judges of the circuit court for Indiana on a petition for discharge from 
unlawful imprisonment, and were decided April 3, 1866 (3 Wallace, 776). The 
opinion of the court was handed down December 17, 1866 (4 Wallace, 2). 
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HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE GULF, 
New Orleans, La., April 15, 1866. 
Hon. E. M. Stanron, Secretary of War, Washington, D. C.: 

Str: I respectfully call your attention to the case of Doctor Gwin, 
ex-Duke of Sonora, confined at Fort Jackson under directions from 
the President. The doctor is very old and his confinement is to some 
extent affecting his mind. I would respectfully suggest as the warm 
weather is now approaching that he be removed to some other place, 
or that he be put on parole within the limits of the city of New Orleans 
on condition that he abstain from all colonization schemes. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, U. 8. Army, Commanding. 


GENERAL WAR DEPARTMENT, 
CouRT-MARTIAL ORDERS, ADJUTANT.GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 104. Washington, April 17, 1866. 


Frank B. Gurley, citizen, sentenced by a military commission “to be 
hanged by the neck until he is dead, at such time and place as the 
general commanding may order, two-thirds of the members of the com- 
mission concurring in said sentence,” as promulgated in General Court- 
Martial Orders, No. 505, War Department, Adjutant-General’s Office, 
September 6, 1865, upon the recommendation of Lieutenant-General 
Grant, is hereby released from confinement and will be placed upon 
his parole as a prisoner of war duly exchanged. 

By order of the President of the United States: 

EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


JUDICIARY COMMITTEE Room, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, D. C., April 17, 1866. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, Secretary of War: 

Sir: By direction of the Committee on the Judiciary I have the honor 
to request you to furnish to the committee such evidence as may be in 
your Department touching the complicity of Jefferson Davis and Clem- 
ent C. Clay in the plot which resulted in the assassination of Presi- 
dent Lincoln and the attempted assassination of Hon. William H. 
Seward, Secretary of State; also copies of such reports of the Judge- 
Advocate-General concerning the said complicity of said parties as 
may be in your possession, and particularly those of December 6, 1865, 
and January 18, 1866, and such reports supplemental thereto as may 
have been made. If said reports are not now in your possession the 
committee request to be informed to whom the same have been transmit- 
ted and when it was done. 

I have also to request you to furnish any other information touching 
the subject-matter of the inquiry pending before the committee as you 
may have, and which is not specially called for by this note.* 

Yours, respectfully, 
JAMES F. WILSON, 
Chairman Committee on the Judiciary, House of Representatives. 


*No reply of the Secretary of War is found; but see Holt to St: 3 
1866, p. 931, and report of the Committee on the Judiciary, DODGE aE Hepork 
No. 104, House of Representatives, Thirty-ninth Congress, first session. The papers 
called tor are probably the reports of the Judge-Advocate-General of January 18 
1866, with inclosures, pp. 847-867, and of March 20, 1866, p. 890. ; 
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{Inclosure. } 


Mr. Boutwell submitted the following preamble and resolutions and 
demanded the previous question: 

Whereas, the President of the United States did, on the 3d [2d] of 
May, in the year 1865, by proclamation, declare and make known that it 
did. then appear from evidence in the Bureau of Military Justice that 
the atrocious murder of the late President, Abraham Lincoln, and the 
attempted assassination of Hon. William H. Seward, Secretary of State, 
were incited, concerted, and procured by and between Jefferson Davis, 
late of Richmond, Va., and Jacob Thompson, Clement ©. Clay, Beverly 
Tucker, George N. Sanders, William ©. Cleary, and other rebels and 
traitors against the Government of the United States; and whereas, 
the said Jefferson Davis, in the same month of May, was arrested by 
the military forces of the United States and has since been held in the 
custody thereof under the authority of the President of the United 
States: Therefore, — 

Be it resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to 
inquire whether there is probable cause to believe that any of the 
persons named in said proclamation are guilty, as is in said proclama- 
tion alleged, and if so, whether any legislation is necessary in order to 
bring such persons to a speedy and impartial trial; and that said com- 
mittee have power to send for persons and papers. 

And be it further resolved, That said committee be in like manner 
empowered to inquire whether there is probable cause to believe that 
said persons, or any of them, are guilty of treason against the United 
States and whether any legislation is necessary in order to bring such 
persons to a speedy and impartial trial in the district where such crime 
may have been committed. : 

The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered; 
and under the operation thereof the preamble and resolutions were 
adopted. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, April 17, 1866—4.45 p.m. 
Maj. Gen. N. A. MILES, Commanding, &c., Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Clement C. Clay, jr., is hereby released from confinement and per- 
mitted to return to and remain in the State of Alabama and to visit 
such other places in the United States as his personal business may 
render absolutely necessary upon the following conditions, viz: That he 
takes the oath of allegiance to the United States and gives his parole 
of honor to conduct himself as a loyal citizen of the same, and to 
report himself in person at any time and place to answer any charges 
that may hereafter be preferred against him by the United States. 
Please report receipt and execution of this order. 


By order of the President of the United States: 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 


Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ForT MONROE, 
April 19, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant- General: 
GENERAL: Inclosed I have the honor to forward report of Surgeon 
Cooper in reference to the health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis. 


I eneral, very respectfull our obedient servant 
mare cat %) NELSON A. MILES, 


Major-General of Volunteers. 
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Post HosprraL, Fort Monroe, Va., April 18, 1866. 
Maj. Gen. N. A. MILES, 
Commanding District of Fort Monroe, Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Sir: I report the health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis to be very 
much as on the last report. His appetite seems to be diminishing and 
he eats with less apparent relish. He complains, too, of muscular weak- 
ness. This may be attributable to the condition of the weather, which 
prevents him from taking outdoor exercise. ‘State prisoner C. C. Clay 
is in good health. 

Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE GULF, 
New Orleans, La., April 25, 1866. 
The ADJUTANT-GENERAL U.S. ARMY, Washington, D. C.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a letter 
of instructions concerning Dr. William M. Gwin, now in confinement at 
Fort Jackson, and to state that I have sent an officer to obtain his 
decision upon the terms offered him, which I will transmit as soon as 
received. 
Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, U. 8. Army, Commanding. 


MONTREAL, CANADA EAST, April 25, 1866. 
President JOHNSON: 


I hear my husband is failing rapidly. Can I come to him? Can you 
refuse me? Answer. 
VARINA: DAVIS. 


(First indorsement. ] 


Referred to the honorable the Secretary of War for immediate 
consideration. 
ANDREW JOHNSON. 


[Second indorsement. | 


Respectfully returned to the President with the following report: 
The Secretary of War perceives no objection to the permission being 
granted Mrs, Davis to visit her husband at Fortress Monroe. 
EDWIN M. STANTON. 


(Third indorsement. } 


APRIL 26, 1866. 
Let the order be made under such restrictions as may be deemed 
proper. 
ANDREW JOHNSON. 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION AND CONFEDERATE. 901 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF Fort MONROE, 
April 25, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to forward herewith the surgeon’s 
report in reference to the health of state prisoner J. Davis. In seeing 
him every day I have been unable to discover the change. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General of Volunteers. 


[Inclosure. ] 


Fort MonrRog, VA., April 25, 1866, 
Maj. Gen. N. A. MILEs, 
Commanding District of Fort Monroe, Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Str: I would respectfully report that the general health of state 
prisoner Jefferson Davis is not as good as at my last report. His appe- 
tite is failing and his muscular strength is dimivishing. He shows an 
incipient tottering in his gait. I would recommend increased exercise 
in the open air. This will in all probability reinvigorate him and give 
increased tone to his muscular movements, 

Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8. Army. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, April 26; 1866. 
Maj. Gen. N. A. MiLzs, U.S. Voluuteers, 
Commanding, &c., Fort Monroe, Old Point Comfort, Va.: 

Sir: The President directs that Mrs. Varina Davis be permitted to 
visit her husband, Jefferson Davis, now a prisoner at Fort Monroe 
under such restrictions as may be deemed proper. Mrs. Davis has 
offered to give such parole as may be required of her in consideration 
of the permission being given her. You will therefore require her 
parole in writing that she will engage in or assent to no measures 
which shall lead to any attempt to escape from confinement on the 
part of her huskand, or to his being rescued or released from imprison- 
ment without the sanction and order of the President of the United 
States. This parole being given you will permit Mrs. Davis to visit 
her husband as freely and as often as may be consistent with his safe- 
keeping, imposing only such restrictions upon him and upon her as may 
be requisite to that end. This order to continue so long as Mrs. Davis 
may desire to continue her visit or until you are otherwise directed. 

By order of the President of the United States: 

E, D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, April 26, 1866. 
Mrs. VARINA Davis, Montreal, Canada East: 


The President has granted you permission to visit your husband. 
You will find the order and conditions to be observed on arriving at 


Fort Monroe. Please acknowledge receipt. 
KB. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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MONTREAL, April 26, 1866. 
His Excellency President JOHNSON: 


Your permission received Please receive very sincere thanks. 
VARINA DAVIS. 


MONTREAL, April 26, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 
Your dispatch received. Have acknowledged its receipt to the 
President. 
VARINA DAVIS. 


War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, April 27, 1866—1.05 p.m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Oomdg. Military Division of the Pacific, San Francisco, Cal.: 
The unexecuted portion of.the sentence in the case of Edward A. 
Swain, late of the rebel Navy, now in confinement at the State peni- 
tentiary, San Quentin, Cal., is hereby remitted and he will be released 
from confinement. Acknowledge receipt. 
By order of the President of the United States: 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hpqrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FORT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., April 28, 1866, 
General FE. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report state prisoner J. Davis to be 
as well to-day as usual, and to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 26th instant in reference to Mrs. Davis visiting her husband, and 
inclosing copy of your telegram to Mrs. Davis. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General of Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE GULF, 
New Orleans, La., May 1, 1866. 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D. C.: 


GENERAL: Referring to your letter of April 13, in relation to Dr. 
William M. Gwin a prisoner in confinement at Fort Jackson, I have 
the honor to report that his release was tendered to him on the condi- 
tions contained in that letter and that he declined to accept it on those 
conditions; that he also requested to be permitted to remain in his 
present place of confinement as long as he should be held in close 
custody. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, U. 8. Army, Commanding. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington City, May 2, 1866. 
Hon. S. CoLFax, Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


Srp: In reply to the resolution of the House of Representatives of 
April 16, 186, directing the Secretary of War to communicate the 
Judge-Advocate-General’s report and other information respecting 
measures which have been taken to bring to punishment the murderers 
of certain Union soldiers belonging to the First and Second Regiments 
of North Carolina loyal infantry, alleged to have been tried and exe- 
cuted under orders of the rebel generals Pickett and Hoke, I have the 
honor to transmit herewith the Adjutant-General’s letter of the 1st 
instant on the subject, covering and enumerating all the papers and 
correspondence on file in the Department. 

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
BK. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


({Inclosure.] 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, Washington, May 1, 1866. 
Hon. HE. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 

Sir: In compliance with your orders I have the honor to submit 
copies of papers called for by resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives dated April 16, 1866, requesting “a report of the Judge-Advocate- 
General and such other information as may be of record or on file in 
his department on the subject, which will show what are the facts in 
the case and what steps have been taken to bring to justice and pun- 
ishment the murderers of the following-named Union soldiers, belong- 
ing to the First and Second Regiments of North Carolina loyal infantry, 
alleged to have been tried and executed by orders of the rebel generals 
Pickett and Hoke, under the pretext of their being deserters from the 
Confederate service, viz: Jesse J. Summerlin, Hardy Dougherty, 
Stephen Jones, David Jones, William Haddock, John Freeman, Joseph 
Brock, Sergt. Joseph H. Fulcher, William D. Jones, Charles Cuthrell, 
een) Kellum, Mitchell Busick, Lewis Freeman, Joseph L. Haskett, 

illiam Irving, Amos Amyett, Stephen Jones, John J. Brock.” 

The papers herewith are: 

1. Letter of Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler to General Grant, inclosing copy 
of correspondence between Maj. Gen. J. J. Peck, U.S. Volunteers, and 
the rebel General Pickett, concerning the execution, &c., of loyal North 
Carolina Union soldiers.* 

2. Extracts from North Carolina rebel newspapers. t 

3. Report of a board of inquiry, and report upon the alleged murder 
of a large number of U.S. soldiers by the rebels during the spring of 
1864, convened at New Berne, N. C., October 19, 1865. t 

4, Additional proceedings of same court. t t 

5. Proceedings of second board of inquiry in case of murder of Union 
soldiers at Kinston, N. ©., in 1864.t 

6. Report of Judge-Advocate-General of December 12, 1865, on 
memorial and other papers relating to the barbarous slaying upon the 
gallows of certain Union soldiers at Kinston, N. 0.; papers hereunto 
appended. t 


*See Butler to Grant, April 14, 1864 (with inclosures), Series I, Vol. XXXI, 
p. 865; Palmer to Pickett, February 9, 1864; Pickett to Palmer, February 17, 1864; 
Pickett to Cooper, February 26, 1864; Pickett to Peck, February 27, 1864; Pickett to 
Peck, March 15, 1864, and Pickett to etal March 25, 1864, Vol. VI, this series, 

. 936, 964, 993, 994, 1095 (two), respectively. : bei : 
EH papliahed in Executive ancwont No. 98, House of Representatives, Thirty-ninth 
Congress, first session, pp. 10-89. 
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7. Report of Judge-Advocate-General of December 30, 1865, to the 
Secretary of War on the same subject.* 

8. Letter of Maj. Gen. J. J. Peck, U. S. Volunteers, of December 22, 
1865, to Judge-Advocate-General.* 

9. Letter of Judge-Advocate-General of December 30, 1865, to Secre- 
tary of War.* 

10. Report of a board of inquiry convened at Raleigh, N. C., January 
17, 1866, in relation to the murder of the U.S. soldiers by the rebels 
in March, April, and May, 1864.* 

11, Abstract of testimony taken before the board of inquiry con- 
vened at Raleigh, N. C., January 17, 1866, in the matter of the murder 
of certain U. S. soldiers at Kinston, N. C., by the rebels in 1864.* 

12. Letter of Maj. Gen. Thomas H. Ruger, stating that to enable him 
to complete the investigation ordered by the Secretary of War in rela- 
tion to the murder of certain U. S. prisoners of war at Kinston, N. C., 
by Pickett and Hoke, he desires to be furnished with copies of certain 
proceedings of the rebel court-martial which tried said prisoners, with 
Dr. Francis Lieber’s indorsement thereon stating that these proceed- 
ings are not among the records of the Archive Office.* 

The papers submitted show that the investigation of this transaction 
has been continued, under the commanding general Department of 
North Carolina, from the 19th October, 1865, and was progressing until 
the receipt of the resolution of April 16, with the view of collecting 
the whole testimony in proper form for such action as the President 
might direct. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant. General. 


Hpgrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FORT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., May 3, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to forward inclosed report of surgeon 
concerning health of state prisoner J. Davis, and to say that Davis is 
allowed to walk two hours each day in the open air and if necessary 
he will be allowed more. Mrs. Davis came this morning on a visit to 
her husband. Inclosed I forward her parole of honor. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. S. Volunteers, Commanding. 


{Inclosure No. 1.]} 


ForT MONROE, VA., May 3, 1866. 
Maj. Gen. NELSon A. MILES, 
Commanding Military District of Fort Monroe: 

Srr: I would respectfully report that the health of state prisoner 
Jefferson Davis is not as good as at the last report. He was suffering 
on Monday from considerable derangement of the bowels with diar- 
rhea. He was last night considerably better. He complains very 
much of muscular weakness and general debility. He requires more 
exercise in the open air. 

Your obedient servant, GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8. Army. 


*Published in Executive Document, No. 98, House of Representatives, Thirty-ninth 
Congress, first session, pp. 10-89. 
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Fort MonrRog, VaA., May 3, 1866. 
I, Varina Davis, wife of Jefferson Davis, for the privilege of being 
permitted to see my husband, do hereby give my parole of honor that 
I will engage in or assent to no measures which shall lead to any 
attempt to escape from confinement on the part of my husband or to 
his being rescued or released from imprisonment without the sanction 
and order of the President of the United States, nor will I be the 
means of conveying to my husband any deadly weapons of any kind. 

; VARINA DAVIS. 

Witness: 
J. A, FESSENDEN, 
Second Lieutenant, Fifth Artillery. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, May 3, 1866—2.55 p.m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Commanding Division of the Pacific, San Francisco, Cal.: 

The President of the United States directs the release of Thomas EB. 
Hogg, Robert B. Lyon, John 8S. Hiddle, Joseph Higgin, and T. J. 
Grady, so-called San Salvador pirates, now confined in the California 
State prison. Report receipt and execution of this order. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS. MILITARY DISTRIOT OF FORT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., May 7, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report state prisoner J. Davis as 
being very comfortable to-day. He is better than he has been for sev- 
eral days past. He exercises three hours each day in the open air. 
His wife visits him every day and evening. 

I.am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. S. Volunteers. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, May 7, 1866. 
Maj. Gen. P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Comdg. Military Division of the Gulf, New Orleans, La.: 

Sir: On the 13th ultimo an order was sent for the release of Doctor 
Gwin on certain conditions therein expressed. The President now 
directs that he be released upon the parole usually required in such 
cases. 

Please report receipt of this communication and execution of the 


order. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 


Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., May 8, 1866. 
General T. T, ECKERT, Acting Assistant Secretary of War: 

Str: I have the honor to forward the inclosed notice and respect- 
fully request that directions may be given for its publication in a few 
of the leading newspapers in the Northern States. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BE. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General, U. 8. Vols., Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


[Indorsement. ] 


WAR DEPARTMENT, May 9, 1866. 


Approved and referred to Mr. Oliver Gibbs, War Department, who 
is directed to furnish the list of papers to the Commissary-General of 
Prisoners. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

THOS. T. HCKERT, 
Acting Assistant Secretury of War. 


{Inclosure.] 


NorTIcE.| OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. O., May 8, 1866. 
A sufficient length of time having elapsed for the presentation of 
claims against the fund under the charge of this office (moneys recov- 
ered from the rebel authorities taken from U.S. soldiers while held as 
prisoners war), no claims presented after this date will be considered. 
A pro rata distribution of the fund will be made on the claims now on 
file in this office on satisfactory proof of the identity of the claimant 
and the authenticity of the claim being presented. 
By order of Maj. Gen. EK. A. Hitchcock, Commissary-General of 
Prisoners: 
ee ae wel byl b/s 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HpDaQrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FORT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., May 8, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report state prisoner Jefferson Davis 
to be comfortable as usual to-day, except physical make-up. On recom- 
mendation of the surgeon that he should have additional exercise in 
the open air it has been granted him and it appears to be improving 
his strength. Inf asking him about his health every day his answers 
are, ‘As well as usual,” “‘ Very comfortable,” or words to that effect. 

I am, geueral, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General of Volunteers. 


EXECUTIVE MANSION, Washington, D. 0., May 9, 1866. 
The SECRETARY OF WAR: 
Will the Secretary of War please direct Surgeon Cooper to submit an 
early report respecting the health of Jefferson Davis, now in confine- 
ment at Fortress Monroe? 


ANDREW JOHNSON. 
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[Indorsement. ] 


May 8 [9], 1866. 

Referred to the Adjutant-General to direct the report to be made. 
KE. M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War. 


Hpqgrs. MILITARY DisTRICT OF FoRT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., May 9, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to forward report of Surgeon Cooper 
concerning the health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis. The sentinels 
are in the same position now that they have been for the past six 
months—that is, since Colonel Pelouze inspected the rooms. The floor 
is covered with matting between two and three inches thick. I will, if 
thought advisable, relieve the sentinel between Davis’ room and the 
one occupied by the officer of the guard. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. S. Volunteers. 


{Inclosure.] 


Fort MONROE, VA., May 9, 1866. 
Maj. Gen. NELSON A. MILEs, 
Commanding District of Fort Monroe: 

Sir: The apparent health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis is not as 
good as at last report. He seems to be weaker after exercise than here- 
tofore. I observe that his walk is growing less steady. He complains 
constantly of want of sleep, which he represents as being broken by 
the tramps of the sentinels and the noise made in their being relieved. 
He is neryous and very excitable, the passing of the sentinel by the 
doors and windows seeming to affect him. He is well fed but eats little. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. S. Army. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, May 9, 1866. 
Maj. Gen. N. A. MILES, Commanding, &e., Fort Monroe, Va.: 

The President directs that Surgeon Cooper submit an early report 
respecting the health of Jefferson Davis. Let the report be addressed 
to the Adjutant-General. Acknowledge receipt. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. MinitaRY District OF Fort MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., May 10, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report state prisoner J. Davis appears 
to be about the same as for the past few days. He takes three hours’ 
exercise about the ramparts besides what he takes in his room. Since 
his wife has been here he seems to be in better spirits. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General of Volunteers. 
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Fort Mongogk, VA., May 10, 1866. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL U.S. ARMy, Washington, D. C.: 

Sir: Inclosed I transmit special report of the health of state pris- 
oner Jefferson Davis, made in compliance with telegraphic instructions 
from the Adjutant-General’s Office. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8S. Army. 


(Inclosure.} 


Fort Monrog, VA., May 9, 1866. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL U.S. ARMy, Washington, D. C.: 

Sir: In compliance with directions from the President of the United 
States to me, given through the office of the Adjutant-General, I have 
made a special examination of state prisoner Jefferson Davis, now in 
confinement at this post, and report the following to be the result of 
said examination: 

He is considerably emaciated, the fatty tissue having almost disap- 
peared leaving his skin much shriveléd. His muscles are small, 
flaccid, and very soft, and he has but little muscular strength. He is 
quite weak and debilitated, consequently his gait is becoming uneven 
and irregular. His digestive organs at present are in comparatively 
good condition but become quickly deranged under anything but the 
most carefully prepared food. With a diet disagreeing with him dys- 
peptic symptoms promptly make their appearance, soon followed by 
vertigo, seyere facial and cranial neuralgia, an erysipelatous inflamma- 
tion of the posterior scalp and right side of nose, which quickly attects 
the right eye(the only sound one he now has) and extends through the 
nasal duct into the interior nose. His nervous system is greatly 
deranged, being much prostrated and excessively irritable. Slight 
noises, which are scarcely perceptible to a man in robust health cause 
him much pain, the description of the sensation being as of one 
flayed and having every sentient nerve exposed to the waves of sound. 
Want of sleep has been a great and almost the principal cause of his 
nervous excitability. This has been produced by the tramp of the 
creaking boots of the sentinels on post round the prison room and the 
relieval of the guard at the expiration of every two hours which almost 
invariably wakens him. . 

Prisoner Davis states that he has scarcely enjoyed over two hours of 
sleep unbroken at one time since his confinement. Means have been 
taken by placing matting on the floors for the sentinels to walk on to 
alleviate this source of disturbance, but with only partial success. His 
vital condition is low and he has but little recuperative force. Should 
he be attacked by any of the severe forms of disease to which the tide- 
water region of Virginia is subject, I, with reason, fear for the result. 

A copy of this report I have furnished to the headquarters of the 
Military District of Fort Monroe, in compliance with orders from the 
major-general comimanding.* 

Respecttully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8S. Army. 


*In the handwriting of General Townsend a copy of this paper is indorsed, as 
follows: ‘‘Original of report left with President May 12, 1866.” 
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ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, Washington, May 10, 1866. 
SURGEON-GENERAL U.S. ARMY::. 


Str: The Secretary of War directs that I inclose to you a copy of 
the report of Surg. George E. Cooper, dated the 9th instant, relative to 
the health of Jefferson Davis.* 

Iam, &ce., 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. MILIrary DISTRICT oF Fort MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., May 16, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose report of Surgeon Cooper 
concerning health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis.t I would earnestly 
request that as Mrs. Davis is here and there seems to bea decided 
effort being made by his friends to create sympathy for him and circu- 
lating erroneous reports regarding his treatment and condition, which 
are alike discreditable to the Government and myself, I may be allowed 
to admit reliable representatives of the press inside the fort that they 
may give to the country the true facts in the case as they are, and I 
feel confident that there will be no reason for complaint either regarding 
his condition or treatment. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. S. Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE GULF, 
New Orleans, La., May 16, 1866. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL U.S. ARMY, Washington, D. O.: 

GENERAL: Referring to your letter of the 7th instant directing the 
release of Doctor Gwin “upon the parole usually required in such 
cases,” I have the honor to report that he has given his parole and has 
been released. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant 
re ties a P. H. SHERIDAN, 


Major-General, U. 8. Army, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. Minivary DistRicT OF ForT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., May 17, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant- General: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report that prisoner Jefferson Davis 
is somewhat indisposed to-day; complains of headache caused by the 
change of weather. With this exception he seems very comfortable. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant 
kgs ae NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. S. Volunteers. 


* Next, ante. 
t Not found as an inclosure. It may have been a copy of Cooper’s report of May 9 


(p. 908), or the usual weekly report. 
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Hpgrs. MiuitaRy DistTRicT oF FoRT. MONROE, 
May 18, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report no change in the health of 
state prisoner Jefferson Davis since yesterdays report. Owing to the 
heavy rains he has taken but little exercise in the last two days. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. 8S. Volunteers. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
May 19, 1866. 
Maj. Gen. N. A. MILES, U.S. Volunteers, 
Commanding, &c., Fort Monroe, Va. : 

Sir: Your letter of the 16th instant has -been submitted to the Sec- 
retary of War. In reply I have respectfully to inform you that the 
Secretary does not approve the permission being given to reporters of 
newspapers to pass within the fort for the purpose indicated. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HDQRS. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FORT MONROE, 
; Fort Monroe, Va., May 19, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant ‘Adjutant-General: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that state prisoner J. Davis 
complains to-day of suffering from neuralgia; otherwise he seems very 
comfortable. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. S. Volunteers. 


ATTORNEY-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, May 21, 1866. 
The PRESIDENT: . 

Sir: Permit me to suggest that an order be made permitting Charles 
O’Conor and George Shea, esqs., the counsel of Jefferson Davis, to 
have access to and private interviews with him. I would also suggest 
that Mr. Davis be permitted the freedom of the grounds of the fortress 
during the daytime under his parole. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES SPEED, 
Attorney-General. 
[First indorsement.] 
MAY 22, 1866. 

Approved and referred to the Secretary of War for the necessary 

orders to carry into effect the recommendations of the Attorney-General. 
ANDREW JOHNSON. 
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{Second indorsement. } 
MAY 23, 1866. 
Referred to Adjutant-General Townsend to issue order directed by 
the President. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, - 
Secretary of War. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., May 21, 1866. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 


Sir: In compliance with cireular from the War Department of the 
18th instant I have the honor to report that I have this day on deposit 
in my name in the National Bank of the Republic, Washington, D. C., 
the following public funds, viz: 


SOLE Rate rehash eee SERCH ASE ee SiG Sea ae ae eee ce tame ets foe $55. 42 
PEIN ee aE POP POE EE as Co oe Sarnath -In(e snife sea menses caucus sao _. 157. 85 
CUEDONCY Wo. secu ec: de 2a ts - Bday e-ires to~ eas « Decseee Rh corse 27, 695. 85 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. A. HITOHCOCK, 
Major-General, U. 8. Vols., Oommissary-General of Prisoners. 


Hpqgrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FORT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., May 21, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General : 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report that state prisoner J. Davis 
seems to be in his usual health to-day. 
lam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. S. Volunteers. 


Hpqrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FoRT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., May 22, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report state prisoner J. Davis 
appears to be as well as usual to-day. 
J am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. S. Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA, 
Richmond, Va., May 22, 1866. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. S. F. BARSTOW, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Mil. Div. of the Atlantic, Philadelphia, Pa.: 
GENERAL: Richard Turner, commonly called Dick Turner, was 
arrested by my predecessor in the command of this department, Major- 
General Ord, and confined in Libby Prison, where he still remains. 
No charges against him were filed, and I know of no offense com- 
mitted by him except that common rumor accuses him of the cruel 
treatment of our prisoners while he was a turnkey at the Libby. 
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It is asserted by him and his friends that he has been confounded 
with Maj. T, P. Turner, who was the commanding officer of the prison, 
and who was charged with cruelty to prisoners. They say that Dick 
Turner was a private soldier in the rebel Army detailed for duty in 
the prison and that he simply carried out such orders as he received. 
He has now been confined more than a twelvemonth, and if there be 
no charges against him in the office of the Judge-Advocate-General or 
if it is not the intention of the Government to put him on his trial I 
respectfully recommend that he be discharged. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ALFRED H. TERRY, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


{First indorsement.] 
JUNE 16, 1866. 
Referred to the Judge-Advocate-General for report whether there is 
any ground for the further detention of the within-named Dick Turner. 
E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


[Second indorsement. | 


BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTICE, June 16, 1866. 
Respectfully returned. This Bureau is in possession of no informa- 
tion justifying the further detention of Richard Turner or on which 
charges against him can now be preferred. 
J. HOLT, 
Judge-Advocate- General. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., May 23, 1866. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 

Srr: In the fund turned over to this office by General Mulford there 
is $55.42 in gold and $157.85 in silver. In the claims made to this 
office there are claims made for coin (gold and silver), in all amounting 
to $1,075.15. 

In view of the small amount of coin received and the large claim 
against it, and with the desire to make the division of the fund as 
equitable as possible, I respectfully recommend that the coin be con- 
verted into currency at the market rates and the claims for coin be 
increased in amount to their equivalent value in currency, and the 
pro rata distribution from the fund be made on. such claims at the cur- 
rency value. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; é K. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General, U. S. Vols., Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, May 23, 1866. 
Maj. Gen. N. A. MILES, U.S. Volunteers, - mae artes’ 
Commanding, &e., Fort Monroe, Va.: 
Sir: The President directs that Charles O’Conor and George Shea, 
esqs., the counsel of Jefferson Davis, be permitted to have access to 
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and private interviews with him. Also that Mr. Davis be permitted 
the freedom of the grounds of the fort during the daytime under his 
parole. Please acknowledge receipt of this order. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF ForT Monroe, 
May .23, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report state prisoner Jefferson Davis’ 
condition about the same as it has been for several days past, and 
inclose letter which he desires forwarded. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 


Hpqgrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FoRT MonrROg, 
Fort Monroe, Va., May 23, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to forward inclosed report of Surgeon 
Cooper concerning health of state prisoner J. Davis. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 


[Inclosure.] 


Fort Monroe, VA., May 23, 1866. 
Maj. Gen. N. A. MILEs, 
Commanding Military District of Fort Monroe: 

Sir: I report that state prisoner Jefferson Davis has been troubled 
since my last report with considerable neuralgic derangement of the 
head. -Judging from its peculiarity of attack and somewhat of a 
periodicity I am of opinion that it is somewhat of a malarial origin. 
He gives indications of febrile action, though this is but slight. He has 
less muscular strength than heretofore and is evidently weaker. His 
appetite is poor, though his food is good. He sleeps better since the 
noise produced by the tramp of the sentinels has been diminished. 


Respectfully, GEO. E. COOPER 
Surgeon, U.S. Army. 


Hpers. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FORT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., May 25, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report the health of state prisoner 
Jefferson Davis remains the same as at last report, and to inclose his 
parole of honor. He desires it be extended so he may have the liberty 
of the fort at night as well as in ee, <a ; 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servan 
ms ele a ’“" NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 
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[Indorsement in handwriting of General E. D. Townsend. ] 


The President desires to see the Secretary of War on this subject 
before deciding it. 


[Indorsement in pencil.) 
No action. 


[Inclosure.] 


Fort Monrgog, May 25, 1860. 
_For the privilege of being allowed the liberty of the grounds inside 
the walls of Fort Monroe between the hours of sunrise and sunset I, 
Jefferson Davis, do hereby give my parole of honor that I will make no 
attempt to nor take any advantage of any opportunity that may be 

offered to effect my escape therefrom. 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 
Witness: 
J. A, FESSENDEN, 
First Lieutenant, Fifth Artillery. 


Hpers MILITARY DISTRICT OF ForT MONROE, VA., 
May 26, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


GENERAL: Inclosed I send you several articles which have recently 
appeared in the daily papers. Ido this to call attention of the hon- 
orable Secretary of War to the position the single repert of Doctor 
Cooper places me in throughout the country. I have been advised by 
my friends to reply to these articles by a publication of my orders which 
I have strictly observed to the very letter in all that relates to Jefferson 
Davis and others. I have always acted in obedience to my orders, and 
every consideration which would promote the health and comfort of the 
prisoners has been given as far as my instructions would permit. I 
cannot see, neither can others who have been familiar with his daily 
walks, any material change in his appearance beyoud what effect an 
imprisonment of a man of his antecedents might produce upon him. 
His fare has been as good and better than officers in the fort. His 
quarters have been second to none save the bars and bolts and such 
precautions as were necessary for his safe-keeping. It is true I have 
not made him my associate and confidant or toadied to his fancy. I 
have endeavored to do my duty and have acted in implicit obedience 
tomyorders. The gross misrepresentations made by the press infringes 
severely upon my honor and humanity and I am unwilling to allow 
such statements to go unnoticed. At the same time I am averse to 
making any communication publicly without the permission of the 
Department. 1 am confident this is an effort of Mr. Davis’ friends to 
influence public opinion preparatory to his trial. I object, however, to 
the means used and influence gained through such a medium, which 
imperils my humanity as a man and my honor and character as an 
officer. This is not forwarded as an official letter, but simply as a 
PHY Sie matter with a view of being advised as to my proper course to 

ake. 


Requesting an early reply, I have the honor to remain, with the 
highest respect, 
_ NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 
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[Indorsement.] 


WAR DEPARTMENT, June 8, 1866. 
Referred to Adjutant-General’s files. 
E. M. 8. 
Secretary of War. 


[Inclosure No, 1.—From New York World, May 24, 1866.] 


The torture of Jefferson Davis. 


It is no longer a matter of newspaper rumor that the treatment which 
Jefferson Davis has received during his incarceration in Fortress Mon- 
roe has been such as to break down his constitution and to put him, 
after twelve months of protracted suffering, in imminent peril of death. 

Upon the recommendation of the Secretary of the Treasury the 
President of the United States recently ordered the post surgeon at 
Fortress Monroe to make a careful and thorough report upon the condi- 
tion of Mr. Davis’ health. That report has been made and is now pub- 
lished. It cannot be read by any honorable and right-minded American, 
no matter what his sectional feelings or his political opinions may be, 
without a sickening sensation of shame for his country and a burning 
flush of indignation against the persons who have prostituted their 
official position to inflict upon the American name an ineffaceable brand 
of disgrace by the wanton and wicked torture of an invalid lying a 
helpless prisoner in the strongest fortress of the Union. The report of 
Post Surgeon Cooper is all the more damning that it is perfectly calm 
and furmal in tone, and that it deals only with the strictly medical 
aspect of the investigation which its author was ordered to make. We 
hear nothing, for example, from Surgeon Cooper of the stories which 
have been repeated ever and over again, in all varieties of tone, but 
with a singular consistency in the main details, by correspondence of 
all shades of opinion in regard to the petty insults heaped upon Jeffer- 
son Davis in the routine of his daily life. The refusal, by express mili- 
tary orders, of the common courtesies and simplest decencies of life to a 
man who tor four years wielded the resources of eleven belligerent States 
against the whole power of the Union, while it would be unspeakably 
disgraceful to the authorities perpetrating it, might be of very little 
consequence either to the health or the spirits of the captive at whom 
it was aimed. A man of strong and self-sustained charactef might be 
annoyed, indeed, at finding himself in the hands of persecutors so paltry, 
but they would scarcely be able to disturb his digestion or his sleep. 
The American people, should these stories prove to be true, will have a 
serious account to settle with the functionaries who could thus misrep- 
resent and belittle them in the eyes of Christendom and of history. 
But the crying result of Surgeon Cooper’s report, the result which 
demands the most prompt and emphatic expression possible of the 
popular indignation, if we are not to be written down all of us as 
accomplices in the vile transactions which it reveals, is this, that the 
health of Jefferson Davis, which was notoriously poor at the time of 
his capture, has been systematically broken down by a cruel and delib- 
erate perseverance in applying to him one of the worst tortures known 
to humanity. Here are the fatal words in which the truth is told. 
After describing the general prostration of the prisoner’s physique 
Surgeon Cooper says: 

Slight noises which are scarcely perceptible to a man in robust health cause him 


much pain, the description of the sensation being as of one flayed and having every 
sentient nerve exposed to the waves of sound. Want of sleep has been a great and 
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almost the principal cause of his nervous excitability. This has been produced by the 
tramp of the creaking boots of the sentinels on post round the prison room and the 
relieval of the guard at the expiration of every two hours, which almost invariably 
wakens him. Prisoner Davis states that he has scarcely enjoyed over two hours of 
sleep unbroken at one time since his confinement. Means have been taken by placing 
matting on the floors for the sentinels to walk on to alleviate this source of disturb- 
ance, but with only partial success. His vital condition is low and he has but little 
recuperative force. Should he be attacked by any of the severe forms of disease to 
which the tide-water region of Virginia is subject, I, with reason, fear for the result. 

In a very minute and horrible treatise on the tortures practiced by 
the Inquisition an Italian writer tells us that a certain grand inquis- 
itor at Rome, famous for his skill at jangling God’s work in the human 
body, pronounced this special form of torment—the turment by insom- 
nia—to be “the most exquisite and victorious of all he had ever 
essayed.” No picture in all that dread gallery of imperial madness 
and misery which Suetonius has bequeathed to us is so fearful as his 
portraiture of Caligula roaming through the vast halls of the palace of 
the Cesars night after night with bloodshot eyes, sleepless, and driven 
on by sleeplessness to insanity. And in what a light are we, this trium- 
phant American people of the nineteenth century, to appear before 
posterity weighted with the damning image of our most conspicuous 
enemy thus tied by us to the stake and tortured by us with worse than 
Indian tortures unto death? We make and seek to make no party 
issues with any man or men on this matter. It is the honor, the 
humanity, the Christianity, the civilization of the American Republic 
which are here involved. Since the eloquent pen of Mr. Gladstone, 
near a score of years ago, concentrated the indignation of the civilized 
world upon the barbarous treatment inflicted by the Bourbon rulers of 
Naples upon Baron Poerio and his fellow captives, there has been uo 
such revelation as this of the brutality to which men may be tempted 
by political passion, and it is intolerable that the scandals of Ischia 
and San Elmo should be paralleled in the sacred name of liberty within 
the walls of Fortress Monroe. We abstain purposely from discussing the 
nature and extent of the political offenses for which Jefferson Davis 
has thus been made to suffer, for we are unwilling to believe that any 
man can be found, even in the ranks of the most extreme of the Radi- 
cal party, who would dare import such a discussion into the case. 
Thaddeus Stevens could shock the moral sense of mankind by demand- 
ing the “penitentiary of hell” for millions of his fellow-countrymen; 
but even Thaddeus Stevens, we prefer to think, would shrink from 
condensing that vast and. inclusive anathema into the practical down- 
right torture of a single human being. When Lafayette was suffering 
the extremes of cruelty in the Austrian dungeons of Olmutz, Edmund 
Burke, transported by a blind rage against the French Revolution, 
could respond to an appeal in behalf of the injured and high-souled 
victim by exclaiming in his place in Parliament: ‘I would not debase 
my humanity by supporting an application in behalf of such a horrid 
ruffian.” But is it for a moment to be supposed that the most fanati- 
cal member of an American Congress, which assumes to itself a special 
philanthropy and sits in the year 1866, can be found to imitate the sav- 
age bigotry of an exasperated British royalist in the year 1794? 

If the members of the Congressional majority at Washington are 
not weaker and more wicked men than the sternest of their political 
opponents would willingly believe them to be they will compel a 
prompt exposure of the authors of this shameful thing—a prompt 
exposure and a punishment as prompt. The President has done his 
duty in laying bare the facts, and will do his duty, we doubt not, in 
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arresting at once and summarily this continuous outrage upon the 
national character. But we live in an epoch of Congressional inquiries 
into national seandals and national rumors of all kinds, and the con- 
science of the country will hold the present Congress to a dread 
responsibility if it shirk or evade in any way a duty more important to 
our national honor than any which it has as yet assumed. 


[Inclosure No. 2.—From New York News, May 24, 1866.] 
Mr. Davis’ condition. 


. The people of the United States—at least those of them who have 
hearts—will read with profound emotion the report which Doctor 
Cooper, the surgeon at Fortress Monroe, has made to the Adjutant-Gen- 
erai of the U.S. Army. It has been frequently stated that Mr. Davis’ 
health has been gradually declining under his prolonged imprisonment 
and the treatment to which he has been subjected. These statements 
have always been carefully contradicted by the Radical press, aud some- 
times upon such evidence as inspired a doubt of the truth of the charge. 
But the question is set at rest by the publication of Surgeon Cooper’s 
official report. There is no room to doubt that Mr. Davis’ health has 
been seriously impaired; nay, it is clear that his physical condition is 
such that his life hangs, as it were, by a thread. And it is not merely 
the deprivation of personal liberty that has caused this. The rigorous 
and wholly unnecessary measures resorted to to perfect his isolation 
and to cut off all possibility of escape—a thing which even the most 
rabid Radicals never suspected him of meditating—have been the main 
causes. Petty annoyances and irritations have had their share; and, 
despite the professional and official caution of Doctor Cooper, quite 
enough has been disclosed to justify the worst that has been said. We 
do not say that the President ought to be held responsible for the past, 
but we do know that he ought without further delay now that he has 
been officially informed of the condition of affairs to release “ prisoner 
Davis” on his parole. Merciful and generous-minded men everywhere 
will applaud the act and history will justify it. The “shriveled skin” 
and ‘‘flaccid muscles” of the martyr of Fortress Monroe plead with irre- 
sistible eloquence in his behalf. Let us hope the plea will be heard. 


{Inclosure No. 3.—From the Richmond Times, Thursday, May 24, 1866.] 


We published on yesterday an official report of the condition of 
ex-President Davis’ health, which will excite throughout Christendom 
a feeling of profound sympathy for the illustrious martyr and of burn- 
ing indignation against those who are still clamorous not only for an 
indefinite prolongation of the terrible torture which he has so long 
endured, but also for his judicial murder. It is said when Doctor 
O’Meara’s account of the slow torture inflicted upon Napoleon Bona- 
parte by the infamous Sir Hudson Lowe was first published that the 
English felt the national disgrace of Lowe’s atrocities so keenly that 
English tourists were ashamed to visit France. The report of. Doctor 
Cooper, for the same reason, might well arrest that swarm of Northern 
tourists who are now preparing for their usual summer trip to Europe. 

Little more than thirteen months ago the writer of this article enjoyed 
frequent opportunities for ascertaining the physical condition of Presi- 
dent Davis. For weeks before the evacuation of Richmond his general 
health was good, his form erect, and his step as elastic as that of a man 
in the prime of vigorous manhood. When arrested, torn from his 
family, imprisoned in a stone cell and temporarily fettered, his health 
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was as good as when he left Richmond. Now the strong man is totter- 
ing upon the verge of the grave; and the surgeon who has watched him 
day by day ascribes his terrible condition to the treatment which he has 
received. What a frightful picture of human suffering is that drawn by 
the surgeon at Fortress Monroe of Mr. Davis! What admirable effects 
have resulted from the “humane treatment” of General Miles! Out- 
side of the ‘“‘Ohronicles of the Inquisition” there are very few reports 
like those of Doctor Cooper now extant. The medical men who used to 
attend in the hall of torture and feel the pulse, sponge the mouths, and 
report upon the condition of the mangled, lacerated men who were 
stretched upon the rack, used to make such reports very often. Hud- 
son Lowe was sometimes the recipient of just such communications 
when the conqueror of Europe was dying in that felon’s grasp. No 
man with a heart in his bosom can read the report of Doctor Cooper 
without bedimmed eye and breast swelling with pity and indignation. 
The iron has entered the soul of the illustrious statesman and pure 
noble-hearted Christian gentleman, whose offenses are no greater than 
those of the millions who sympathized with him. Thanks to the benev- 
olent care of his jailor, for more than twelve months, the surgeon tells 
us “that Mr. Davis has scarcely enjoyed two hours unbroken sleep.” 
One of the most terrible methods of torture known to the officials of 
the Holy Inquisition consisted in disturbing the slumbers of a prisoner 
every hour. The ceaseless tramp of his guards have “utterly deranged 
the nervous system” of the fearless soldier whose eye never quailed 
amid the din and roar of battle. ‘‘Wamnt of sleep,” says Doctor Cooper, 
‘chas been the great and the principal cause of Mr. Davis’ nervous excita- 
bility.” Miles’ ever-moving sentinels have tramped to some purpose, 
aS President Davis’ condition is ascribed by Doctor Cooper to the 
“tramp of the creaking boots of the sentinels on post around his prison.” 
To so frightful a condition of acute agony has this protracted torture 
reduced the victim that Doctor Cooper tells us that his “nervous con- 
dition is that of one who has been flayed and has every sensitive nerve 
exposed to the waves of sound.” The blood runs cold at the bare 
thought of a fellow being reduced to such a condition by slow torture 
of the character mentioned by the surgeon in charge. But we have no 
heart to follow Doctor Cooper through all the sickening, shocking details 
ot his report. Doctor Oooper evidently believes that President Davis 
cannot survive longer confinement; to keep him longer in prison will 
be equivalent to putting him to death. Such areport as that of Doctor 
Cooper would induce any judge in the United States to admit a prisoner 
to bail although charged with the vilest crimes. It is impossible that 
President Johnson can now sanction the imprisonment of Mr. Davis 
for another day without imperiling his own fair fame. The honor of 
the nation demands that the men who have tortured to the verge of the 
grave a noble and illustrious state prisoner shall not be permitted to 
escape punishment. Doctor Oooper’s official report renders it necessary 
that the President should hunt down and punish the guilty parties in 
order that the Government may not be held responsible for their acts. 


{Inclosure No. 4.] 


Mrs. Jeff. Davis in Washington. 


WASHINGTON, May 24, 1866. 
The arrival in the city this morning of Mrs. Jefferson Davis has led 
to much speculation concerning the object of her visit. It is generally 
believed to be for the purpose of attaining some modification of the 
stringent orders in relation to her husband’s confinement. The recently 
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published statement of Surgeon Cooper is supposed to be the founda- 
tion upon which she bases her application. As yet she has had no per- 
sonal interviews with the President or any high officials. A significant 
fact bearing upon the question is that certain friends of Mr. Davis in 
Richmond applied to Surgeon Cooper within a week or two to ask his 
kindly intercession in presenting to Mr. Davis some articles of clothing 
and a few luxuries intended to ameliorate hi8 prison life. Surgeon 
Cooper replied on the 20th instant, expressing his willingness to act as 
the almoner of Mr. Davis’ Richmond friends, but stated if his confine- 
ment continued he would not long be in need of their charitable assist- 
ance. All accounts agree that his imprisonment is rapidly telling upon 
his general health. 


Hpqrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF ForT Monrogs, VA., 
‘ May 26, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report the health of state prisoner 
Jefferson Davis without material change since last report. He is more 
cheerful and seems in much better spirits since his wife has been here 
and he has received his parole. He now walks arouné the fort at his 
leisure, taking about the same exercise as before. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 


CONFIDENTIAL.]| HpDqQRrs. MIL. DISTRICr OF FoRT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., May 28, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant- General: 

GENERAL: In consequence of the sensation produced by Surgeon 
Cooper’s report and the use made of it by the disloyal press I wou]d 
respectfully suggest that a staff officer of the Department, who saw him 
last summer, see him now and report as to his condition compared with 
what it was when last seen, or that Surgeon Pineo, brevet lieutenant- 
colonel, who was last summer medical inspector, Department of Vir- 
ginia, and who saw Davis at that time, be ordered to examine him and 
report. I regret to say that I think Surgeon Cooper is entirely under 
the influence of Mr. and Mrs. Davis, the former of whom has the happy 
faculty that a strong mind has over a weaker to mold it to agree with 
its views and opinions. Surgeon Cooper’s wife is a secessionist and 
one of the F. F. V.’s of this State, He is exceedingly attentive to 
Mrs. Davis, escorting her to Norfolk and back, and yesterday he had a 
private interview with Davis and Messrs. O’Conor and Shea. To-day 
the four were together at the doctor’s house. I believe more might 
have been said in his report. Jn my opinion there are other reasons 
than the “waves of sound” to make Mr. Davis nervous and excitable; 
for instance, his age and the diseases to which he has been subject in 
previous years. The disappointment of his hopes and ambitions must 
necessarily affect the nervous system of a man of his pride while a 
prisoner. Since Mrs. Davis’ appearance at this place there has been a 
determined effort made that as he could not be a hero to make a martyr 
of him. 

I am, general, with the highest respect, your obedient servant, 
ELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTICE, 
May 28, 1866. 


Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War. . 

The within papers make application for the release of Richard Turner, 
now in confinement at Libby Prison, Richmond, Va., in which it is 
stated that he has been incarcerated for upward of a year without trial. 
This case has been only incidentally with others before this Bureau, 
in the report of P. Cashmyer on the condition of Southern prisons, in 
which Turner is mentioned as having been charged by Union prisoners 
with having used a great degree of severity and tyranny, and also with 
robbery, but neither specifications nor the names of witnesses are sup- 
plied. A report of this Bureau to the Secretary of War, under date of 
November 3, 1865, on this subject, in which Turner is named with 
others, recommended, a reference to the local officers for an investiga- 
tion, but nothing has been since heard regarding it nor is it known what 
action, if any, has been taken therein. If none has been taken the 
recommendation is renewed, and but little doubt is entertained, if 
proper vigilance is exercised by the military authorities at Richmond, 
that definite information in regard to the crimes of this man can be 
obtained. 

J. HOLT, 
Judge-Advocate- General. 


Apagrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FORT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., May 29, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report state prisoner J. Davis ap- 
pears.as comfortable as usual, but since Mr. O’Conor’s visit his mind 
appears to be very much absorbed and he appears less cheerful. The 
inclosed letter from and copy of telegram to Surgeon Cooper isrespectfully 
forwarded. As he showed me the telegram this morning, disclaiming 
any knowledge of the matter, I suggested that his proper course was 
to forward it to the War Department. The sender of the telegram was 
private secretary of Mr. Davis. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 


{Inclosure. ] 


Fort MONROE, Va., May 29, 1866. 
Maj. Gen. NELSON A. MILEs, 
Commanding District of Fort Monroe : 
Sir: Inclosed I send you the copy of telegram received by me this 


morning at 9.30 a.m. The original I showed you some half hour since, 
immediately on its receipt. 


I know not to what it refers or for what purpose written. The sender 


of the telegram I saw but once, to my knowledge, and then but for 
three or four minutes. 


Your obedient servant, GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8. Army. 


May 29, 1866. 


(Sub-inclosure. } 


Surg. GEORGE KE. Cooper, U.S. Army: 


Everything promises well. I have seen Messrs. O’Conor and Shea. 
BURTON N. HARRISON, 
EHutaw House. 
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Hopgrs. Miuirary District or Fort MONROE, VA., 
May 30, 1866. 
General E, D. TowNnsEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose report of Surgeon Cooper 
regarding health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis. 
Most respectfully, your obedient, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 


[Inclosure.] 


Fort Monroe, VA., May 30, 1866. 
Maj. Gen. NELSON A. MILEs, 
Commanding District of Fort Monroe: 

Str: I respectfully report that state prisoner Jefferson Davis is 
slowly improving. He sleeps better, relishes his food more, and has 
less tendency to head symptoms than before. Though quite weak, he 
states that he feels growing stronger gradually. The extended liberty 
granted him has most decidedly been of great benefit to him. 

Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8S. Army. 


Wark DEPARTMENT, JUDGE-ADVOCATE’S OFFICE, 
Washington, D. C., June 2, 1866. 
Report of Col. L. C. Turner, Judge-Advocate, to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee of the House of Representatives, in the matter of witnesses 
who had sworn falsely in relation to the complicity of Jeff. Davis and 
others in the assassination of President Lincoln. 

On Thursday night, April 26 last, by direction of Judge-Advocate- 
General Holt, I went to New York City to find and procure the attend- 
ance of eight persons as witnesses before the House Judiciary Committee. 
The names of said witnesses, as furnished me by General, Holt, were 
Sanford Conover, William Campbell, Joseph Snevel, Farnum B. Wright, 
John H. Patten, Sarah Douglass, [John] McGill, and Miss [Mary] Knapp. 
The only information I had as to where said persons could be found 
was that General Holt informed me that Conover’s address was at 
Station A, post-office, New York (but Governor Boutwell told me it was 
Station F); that Snevel’s address was Station D, New York; that Camp- 
bell, Wright, and McGill were supposed to be in or about New York; 
Patten in Saint Louis; Mrs. Douglass and Miss Knapp in Canada. I 
was advised that Wright should be sent to find Patten and that 
Conover should find and procure the two women, and General Holt was 
to telegraph Snevel to |meet] me at the Astor House Friday a. m., and 
he gave me a letter to Conover asking him to aid me in procuring said 
witnesses, &c. On reaching the Astor House on Friday morning 
I wrote two notes to Conover, one directed to Station A, the other 
to Station F, asking him to call on me at once. Friday p. m. a 
card was lett for me by Snevel, saying he would call next day 
and requesting that I would leave a note at the office stating 
my business, &c. Saturday Snevel called, said that he had not 
seen Conover in two or three days, that he was in Brooklyn, and 
when he last saw him he said he was about going to Washington and 
wished him (Snevel) to remain in New York and he would give him a 
good job on his return from Washington. Snevel also told me he had 
not seen Campbell for some days, but promised to find Oonover and 
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Campbell and come with them to ny room that evening ( Saturday) or 
Sunday morning. As Snevel left I at once went to Marshal Murray’s 
office to ascertain if I could get aid in finding the men, if needed, as I 
suspected that all was not right. The distance to the marshal’s office 
from the Astor House is a walk of from three to five minutes. I did not 
find Marshal Murray, and returned to the Astor House, and when return- 
ing I met Snevel in the street. I spoke to him and he introduced me to 
Campbell, who was with him. They did not appear at their ease and 
seemed surprised at meeting me. They promised to find Conover and 
come with him to my room that evening or early Sunday morning. I 
then wrote two more notes to Conover at Stations A and F, saying I 
had a letter from Judge Holt to him asking his aid and assistance. No 
one appeared till Sunday afternoon and then Campbell called alone. I 
talked with him and asked questions and he was a good deal embar- 
rassed. He finally asserted, ‘This is all false; I must make a clean 
breast of it; I can’t stand it any longer.” He then made a full disclo- 
sure, giving a history of himself, of Snevel and Conover, and others as 
far as he knew; the deceptions, fraud, and injury and perjury that had 
been practiced and perpetrated. Campbell informed me, and I after- 
ward found it to be true, that Conover and himself saw the telegram 
sent Snevel by Judge Holt; that Conover received my notes, and that 
Oonover dictated, wrote out, the note left by Snevel for me Friday; that 
Conover sent Snevel to my room, told him what to say, &c. I directed 
Campbell to say to Conover that I wished to have him go to Canada for 
witnesses, and that I had a letter for him from Judge Holt, &c., and 
that I wanted to send him at once. Oonover finally called Monday 
noon. He was agitated, uneasy; said he was “busy and could not stop 
then.” He left and promised to call next morning at 10 o’clock. He 
did not call till3 p.m. I gave him the letter of Judge Holt. He said 
he would go to Canada for Mrs. Douglass and Miss Knapp; that they 
were at Lachine and that Wright was in Montreal; that he would find 
Wright and send him to Saint Louis for Patten, &c. He figured out the 
expenses of getting them to Washington at about $400. I told him I 
would telegraph to the Judiciary Committee for the money, and he was 
to call on me at 9 o’clock that evening. Previous to this I had ascer- 
tained unmistakably that the names of the eight witnesses were all 
fictitious, and that their names and residences were as follows: 

Sanford Oonover—his true name is Dunham; lawyer by profession; 
formerly lived at Croton, then in New York and Brooklyn; a very 
shrewd, bad, and dangerous man. William Campbell—his true name is 
Joseph A Hoare; a gas-fixer by trade; born in the State of New York 
and never south of Washington. Joseph Snevel—his true name is 
William H. Roberts, formerly ticket agent on Harlem Railroad, then 
kept tavern at Yonkers, &c.; was never South. Farnum B. Wright— 
true name John Waters; is lame in the knee, works in a brickyard near 
Cold Spring, on Long Island, &e. John H. Patten—true name, Peter 
Stevens; lives at Nyack, near Piermont, on the North River; is now a 
justice of the peace there. Sarah Douglass and Miss Knapp—the true 
name of one is Dunham, who is the wife of Conover; the name of the 
other is Mrs. Charles Smythe, is the sister or sister-in-law of Conover 
and lives at Cold Spring, Long Island; her husband is a clerk on 
Blackwell’s Island. McGill—his name is Neally; he is a licensed ped- 
dler in New York and sometimes drives a one-horse cart. 

Conover agreed to call at or before 9 o’clock Tuesday evening. He 
sent a card saying he had called and would call again Weduesday 
morning at 10 o’clock. Campbell, as agreed, left with me Thursday 
morning for Washington and I directed that if any one called for me 
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to say that I had gone to Boston for a few days. I returned to Wash- 
ington with Campbell, and Conover was telegraphed by the Judiciary 
Committee to come on here. He sent Snevel to the Astor House and 
was told I had gone to Boston and he then left for Washington, expect- 
ing, 1 suppose, to be sent to Canada and get money. He called at 
committee room of the Judiciary Committee and there met Campbell 
unexpectedly. After this, as is known, the assistant sergeant-at-arms 
went with Conover to New York to subpena certain witnesses. On 
reaching the Astor House Conover left the sergeant-at-arms and he 
has not seen him since. Then, May 15, instant, by direction of Judge 
Holt, 1 went to New York with Campbell and sergeant-at-arms to find 
and subpena Snevel, McGill, Wright, and Patten. We found Snevel 
in the keeping of Conover, who was living in a tenement house up town. 
We found Wright (Waters) at Cold Spring; Patten (Esquire Stevens) 
at Nyack, and McGill (Neally) in New York, and they were all sub- 
penaed. Through the influence and efforts of Campbell (Hoare), mainly, 
Snevel was induced to callon meand madea full disclosure and agreed 
to go to Washington and before the Judiciary Committee. He did so, 
with Campbell, and made his verified statement. I state, in addition, 
that while Campbell was making his disclosure I asked him if it were 
true, as he asserted, that the depositions of himself, Snevel, and others, 
made before General Holt, were entirely false, how it happened that 
they gave such consistent, minute, and plausible statements? He 
replied: ‘‘The statements made by Snevel and myself were written out 
by Conover and we studied and rehearsed them at the National Hotel, 
in Washington, several days before making our depositions.” He said 
he had original, as prepared for himself by Conover, in his possession 
and would give itto me. He did so and I herewith inclose it, marked 
as Exhibit A.* It is in Conover’s handwriting. Campbell also 
informed me that Conover “ planned that he (Campbell) should go to 
the Canadian border, at Rouse’s Point or Saint Albans, on pretense 
that he could find an important witness named Lamar;” and Campbell 
was sent by General Holt by reason of their false representations. 
Campbell said he knew no such man as Lamar and that his mission to 
Saint Albans, Boston, and back to Washington was a fraudulent pre- 
tense devised by Conover to obtain money, &c. Oampbell left Wash- 
ington ou this deceptive missiou, leaving Conover in Washington; and 
when he reached New York he received a letter of instructions from 
Conover, which is herewith inclosed, marked Exhibit B.* My investi- 
gation and the disclosures made prove (undoubtingly in my mind) that 
the depositions made by Campbell, Snevel, Wright, Patten, Mrs Doug- 
lass, and others are false; that they are cunningly devised, diabol- 
ical fabrications of Conover, verified by his suborned and perjured 


accomplices. 
L. C. TURNER, 
Judge-Advocate. 


EXECUTIVE MANSION, Washington, D. C., June 5, 1866. 
Hon. Epwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 
Sir: The President directs me to request that you will cause to be 
prepared, for his information, statements showing— _ 
First. The number of prisoners of war discharged since the 15th day 
of April, 1865; and 


*Not found. 
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Second. The number of persons who, having been sentenced by mili- 
tary commission or court-martial, have been pardoned since the 15th 
day of April, 1865. 

T have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. G. MOORE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, D. C., June 6, 1866. 
Hon. E. M. Sranton, Secretary of War: 

Sir: I have the honor to report that in compliance with your 
instructions I visited Fort Monroe, Va.,.June 5, 1866, and made per- 
sonal inspection of the condition of the health of state prisoner 
Jefferson Davis. 

Considering the age of the prisoner, his temperament, and all attend- 
ant circumstances, his present condition is remarkably good, and, 
although thin and gray, his carriage is erect, his voice strong, and his 
general appearance not more altered since I saw him several years ago 
than was to be reasonably expected from natural causes, Having the 
freedom of the fort from sunrise to sunset, he walks at will either upon 
the ramparts or parade ground, and to and from his meals, which are 
furnished by the surgeon of the post through Mrs. Davis, with whom 
he now takes them. The bill of fare furnished- me by General Miles 
was for the first week in February, and includes beef, mutton, veal, 
ham, chickens, fish, oysters, eggs, butter, milk, wheat and corn bread, 
coffee, fruits, &c., in sufficient quantities and variety to constitute a 
most wholesome and nutritious diet. Since a change in posting sen- 
tinels the inconvenience and irritation produced by disturbed rest has 
been relieved and is less complained ef. 

Surgeon Cooper states that “Mr, Davis has improved in all respects 
at least 50 per cent. since his report of May 9, 1866,” while General 
Miles considers his condition about the same; and that he takes less 
exercise since all restrictions upon it have been removed. The prison- 
er’s own statement was distinctly to the effect that his health is and 
has been much better than has been represented, and he expressed 
great annoyance at the reports of his condition which had reached the 
public, acknowledging that if the sentinel could be removed from such 
close proximity to his sleeping room and the light at night dispensed 
with he would be quite as comfortable as it was possible for-any one 
under duress to be. 

At this season there is no malarious disease at Fort Monroe. The 
return of sick and wounded for the year ending April 30, 1866, gives a 
death rate of 1 to each 241 cases, including wounds and accidents, and 
the healthful climate of Old Point has made it for years a favorite resort. 
I do not consider him more liable to an attack of any of the severe 
forms of disease of the tide-water region than any other inmate of the 
fort, nor have I reason to suppose that, such disease would be less 
amenable to treatment in his case than in others. 

By extending the prisoner’s parole from guard mounting to guard 
mounting instead of from sunrise to sunset, the objectionable sentinel 
and night lamp, the only present grounds of complaint would be 
removed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. K. BARNES, 
Surgeon- General. 
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Hpgrs. MimiTary District oF Fort MONROE, VA., 
June 6, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General : 
GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose report of Surgeon Cooper 
regarding health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis. 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 


{Inclosure. ] 


FORTRESS MONROE, VA., June 6, 1866. 


Maj. Gen. NELSon A. MILEs, U.S. Volunteers, 
Comdg. Military District of Fort Monroe, Fort Monroe, Va.: 


Sir: I respectfully report that the general health of state prisoner 
Jefferson Davis is slowly but decidedly improving. His appetite is 
becoming better and he relishes his food more than at any time since 
he has been under my charge. Though still quite weak he seems to 
be gaining muscular strength and he walks with less evidence of 
fatigue than heretofore. His nervous system, too, seems less irritable 
and he sleeps better, though he still complains of the tramp of the 
sentinels, but states they disturb him less than heretofore. His prin- 
cipal complaint is of the light burning in his room, which he states 
irritates his eye and prevents him from sleeping, as he otherwise 
would. The removal, as far as possible, of the disturbing cause of his 
sleep and the liberty of the fort during the day has been of great and 
decided benefit to him. 

Your obedient servant, 
GEO. HE. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8. Army. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington City, June 6, 1866, 


Major-General Mixzs, U.S. Volunteers, 
Commanding at Fort Monroe, Va.: 

The Secretary of War instructs me to communicate to you the fol- 
lowing Executive order: 

EXECUTIVE MANSION, Washington, D. C., June 6. 1866. 
The honorable the SECRETARY OF WAR: 

Sir: The honorable the Attorney-General desires that the following-named gen- 
tlemen be permitted to visit Jefferson Davis as his counsel. Will the Secreta 
of War please direct General Miles to allow Thomas G. Pradt, James T. Brady, 

B. Reed, William George Brown, Edwin A. Vansicle, Thomas H. Edsall, and 
Burton N. Harrison to see Jefferson Davis in that capacity ? 


With great respect, ANDREW JOHNSON 
? 


President of the United States. 


With directions that you permit the persons named therein to visit 


Jefferson Davis. 


Very respectfully, ED. SCHRIVER 
° 9 


Inspector-General, U, S. Army. 


Hpgrs. MILITARY DistRICT OF ForT MONROE, VA., 
June 7, 1866. 


General £. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report state prisoner Jefferson Davis 
as well as usual to-day. He is in good spirits and quite cheerful. 
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I respectfully request a copy of report made by Surgeon-General 
Barnes, U. S. Army, after his examination here on the 5th instant. 


With the highest respect, 
NELSON A. MILES, 


Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 


GENERAL WAR DEPARTMENT, 
COURT-MARTIAL ORDERS, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 153. Washington, June 8, 1866. 


I. Before a military. commission, which convened at Savannah, Ga., 
March 26, 1866, pursuant to Special Orders, No. 2i, dated February 26, 
1866, and No. 27, dated March 14, 1866, headquarters Departinent of 
Georgia, Augusta, Ga., and of which Bvt. Lieut. Col. H. A. Darling, 
U.S. Volunteers, is president, was arraigned and tried— 


James W. Duncan, late of the C. 8. Army. 


CHARGE I: Murder, in violation of the laws of war. 


Specification.—In this, that James W. Duncan, an employé of the rebel Government 
or military authorities in the rebel military service at the prison established and 
used by said Government or authorities for the confinement of Federal prisoners of 
war at Andersonville, Ga., and while serving as such in the commissary department 
of said prison, when a certain one of said prisoners who belonged to a Tennessee 
regiment in the U.S. military service, but whose name as well as the name or 
number of whose regiment is unknown, picked Be when suffering from hunger a 
crust of bread which fell from a wagon containing loaves of bread for the rations of 
said prisoners, did willfully, feloniously, and with malice aforethought fiercely 
assault the said prisoner, and did knock him down, and after he was down did kick 
himseveral times upon his body with great violence, thereby inflicting upon him mortal 
injuries, by reason of which said kicking, violence, and injuries the said prisoner 
(whose name is unknown) in a few days thereafter, to wit, on or about the 13thday 
of Juno, 1864, at Andersonville aforesaid, did die. This at Andersonville, Ga., on 
or about the 10th day of June, 1864. 


CHARGE II: Robbery, in violation of the laws of war. 


Specification.—In this, that James W. Duncan, an employé of the rebel Govern- 
ment or military authorities in the rebel military service at the prison established 
and used by said Government or authorities for the confinement of Federal prisoners 
of war at Andersonville, Ga., and while serving as such in the commissary depart- 
ment of said prison, did, after having wrongfully, cruelly, and in violation of the 
laws of war, confine the body of a certain one of said prisoners named James Arm- 
strong, a member of an Ohio volunteer regiment (the number or name of which is 
unknown), in certain stocks or instruments of punishment and torture at said prison 
known as the ‘‘spread-eagle stocks,” did willfully, feloniously, and by force and 
violence, and in violation of the laws of war, seize and take away from the said 
Armstrong, while so confined, and from his body, and against the will of said Arm- 
strong, certain personal property of said Armstrong, to wit, a sum of money in U. 8. 
Treasury notes of the value of $8, and a likeness or picture of the mother or sister of 
said Armstrong, of the value of $1, and did retain and did not return the said prop- 
erty to said Armstrong, norany part thereof. This at Andersonville, Ga., early in the 
month of October, 1864. 


CHARGE III: Violation of the laws of war. 


Specification 1.—In this, that James W. Duncan, an employé of the rebel Govern- 
ment or military authorities in the rebel military service at the prison establixhed 
and used by said Government or authorities for the confinement of Federal prisoners 
of war at Andersonville, Ga., and while serving as such in the commissary depart- 
ment of said prison did wrongfully, and without just cause or provocation, and in 
violation of the laws of war, knock down and violently and cruelly kick dne of said 
prisoners at said prison whose name is unknown, and when the said prisoner there- 
upon got up, did again violently knock him down, thereby inflicting serious hurt 
and injury upon hii, and this, though said prisoner was an idiotic or half-witted 
person, and utterly inoffensive and helpless. This at Andersonville, Ga. , on Or 
about June 15, 1864. 
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Specification 2,—In this, that James W. Duncan, an employé of the rebel Govern- 
ment or military authorities in the rebel military service at the prison established 
and used by said Government or authorities for the confinement of Federal prisoners 
of war at Andersonville, Ga., and while serving in the commissary department of 
said prison, did wrongfully, cruelly, and in viskaios of the laws of war, place and 
confine in certain stocks or instruments of punishment and torture at said prison 
known as the ‘‘spread-eagle stocks,” a certain one of said prisoners named James 
Armstrong, a member of an Ohio regiment in the U. 8. service, and thereupon take 
away by force from said Armstrong, and against his will, certain property of said 
Armstrong, to wit, a sum of money amounting to about $8 in U. S. Treasury notes, 
and a likeness or picture of the mother or sister of said Armstrong, and did not return 
to him the said picture or money, or any part thereof, and this though he, the said 
Armstrong, earnestly pleaded with him, the said Duncan, to be allowed to retain the 
said picture. This at Andersonville, Ga., on or about the early part of the month of 
October, 1864. 

Specification $.—In this, that James W. Duncan, an employé of the rebel Govern- 
ment or military authorities in the rebel military service at the prison established 
and used by said Government or authorities for the continement of Federal prisoners 
of war at Andersonville, Ga., and while serving as such in the commissary depart- 
ment of said prison, and having charge of the rations of said prisoners from the time 
they were delivered from the commissary of said prison to the time when they were 
issued to said prisoners, as well as charge of the cook-house of said prison, did wrong- 
fully, and in violation of the laws of war, deprive said prisoners of vast amounts of 
said rations, to wit, very large quantities of bacon, beef, bread, meal, rice, peas, 
sirup, whisky, and other rations (some of which, especially the said whisky, were 
intended for the sick of said prison) by subsisting himself and his private mess upon 
the same, by selling and speculating in the same, by giving them away, by feeding 
them to his hogs, and by otherwise appropriating the same to his own private use 
and benefit; and, further, did even extract the grease from the rations of bacon fur- 
nished for said prisoners by boiling down and straining said bacon, and did appro- 
priate the said grease, to the amount at least of twenty barrels, to his own use and 
benefit; by reason of all which said deprivation and appropriations of rations and 
supplies by him, the said Duncan, the rations actually issued: to said prisoners were 
so diminished as often not to exceed one-half the amount actually furnished for them 
by the commissary of said prison, and this though the said prisoners were then and 
there, as he, the said Duncan, well knew, in a state of extreme suffering and wretch- 
edness for the want of sufficient food and the necessaries of life, and were, most of 
them, ina perane condition. All this at Andersonville, Ga,, at divers times con- 
tinuously during the year 1864. 

Specification 4.—In this, that James W. Duncan, an employé of the rebel Govern- 
ment or military authorities in the rebel military service at the prison established 
and used by said Government or authorities for the confincment of Federal prison- 
ers of war at Andersonville, Ga., and while serving as such in the commissary 
department of said prison, did wrongfully, cruelly, and in violation of the laws of 
war habitually seize and confine in the stocks of said prison or otherwise restrain 
and punish, numbers of said prisoners, not only in the daytime but often in the 
night, and others of said prisoners did assault, strike, knock down, and otherwise 
grievously maltreat and abuse, and this merely in gratification of his personal resent- 
ments, or in order to intimidate and constrain the said prisoners so that he might 
the more easily rob or extort money or valuables from them or otherwise take 
advantage of them to his own profit, and this while he, the said Duncan, well knew 
that the said prisoners were in a poor, destitute, and helpless condition, as well as 
enfecbled by disease and by extreme want, privation, and suffering. All this at 
Andersonville, Ga., continuously during the year 1864. 

Specification 5.—In this, that James W. Duncan, an employé of the rebel Govern- 
ment or military authorities in the rebel military service at the prison established 
and used by said Government or authorities for the confinement of Federal prisoners 
of war at Andersonville, Ga., and while serving as such in the commissary depart- 
ment of said prison, did wrongfully, cruelly, and in violation of the laws of war, 
habitually take into his possession the boxes and packages which were duly for- 
warded to said prison for said prisoners from their families and friends, and did 
open the same and take therefrom, without the consent of said prisoners, large quan- 
tities of the personal property of said prisoners, including clothing, cigars, coffee, 
sugar, cheese, and other supplies and provisions, and appropriate the same to his 
own use and benefit, and this though he, the said Duncan, well knew that said pris- 
oners were then and there in a condition of extreme suffering for the want of cloth- 
ing and the necessaries of life, and in immediate and constant need of the supplies 
and ‘articles forwarded to and belonging to them, as aforesaid, and so seized and 
appropriated by him, the said Duncan, This at Andersonville, Ga., continuously 
during the year 1864, 

To which charges and specifications the accused, James W. Duncan, late ot the 
co-called C.S. Army,-pleaded not guilty. 
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FINDINGS. 


The commission, having maturely considered the evidence adduced, finds the 
accused, James W. Duncan, late of the so-called C.S. Army, as follows: 


Charge I. 


Of the specification, guilty, except the words “ with malice aforethought.” 
Of the charge, not guilty, but ‘guilty of manslaughter, in violation of the laws 
of war. 
Charge II. 
Of the specification, not guilty. 
Of the charge, not guilty. 
Charge III. 


Of the first specification, guilty. 

Of the second specification, not guilty. 

Of the third specification, not guilty. 

Of the fourth specification, guilty, except the words ‘‘habitually seize and confine 
in the stocks at said prison or otherwise,” and ‘not only in the daytime but often 
in the night;” and also the words, ‘‘and this merely in gratification of his personal 
resentments, or in order to intimidate and constrain the said prisoners so that he 
might the more easily rob or extort money or valuables from them or otherwise 
take advantage of them to his own profit.” 

Of the fifth specification, guilty, except the words ‘‘ wrongfully, cruelly, and in 
violation of the laws of war;” ‘‘large;” also the word “‘ clothing” (as first used) ; 
“‘cheese, and other supplies and provisions,” inserting after the word coffee the 
word ‘‘and.” 

Of the charge, guilty. 

SENTENCE. 


And the commission does therefore sentence him, James W. Duncan, late of the 
so-called C.S. Army, to be confined at hard labor at such place as the commanding 
general may direct for the period of fifteen years. 

II. The proceedings, findings, and sentence of the commission in the 
foregoing case of James W. Duncan, late of the so-called C. S. Army, 
were approved by the commanding general Department of Georgia 
and the record forwarded for the action of the [President of the| United 

tates. 

The proceedings, findings, and sentence are approved. 

Fort Pulaski, Ga., is designated as the place of confinement to which 
the prisoner will be sent, in charge of a suitable guard, under the orders 
of the commanding general Department of the South, for the execution 
of his sentence.* 

By order of the President of the United States: 

W. A. NICHOLS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTICE, 
June 8, 1866. 
G. St. LEGER GRENFEL, Fort Jefferson, Fla. : 

Sir: Your application for remission of sentence, forwarded by Gen- 
eral Hill to the Adjutant-General April 8, has been duly considered 
by the President in connection with the record of your trial, and J am 
instructed by him to inform you that it has been decided not to extend 
Executive clemency to your case.t 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. HOLT, 
Judge-A dvocate- General. 


“It appears from the records of Fort Pulaski that Duncan escaped July 11, 1867. 
; : La appears from the records that Grenfel escaped from Fort Jefferson, Fla., March 
; ; 
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Hpgrs. Minirary District oF Fort Monrozg, VA., 
June*13, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General : 
GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose report of Surgeon Cooper 
regarding health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis. 
Very respectfully, your-obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. S. Volunteers. 


[Inclosure. } 


Fort MONROE, VA., June 13, 1866. 
Maj. Gen. NELSON A. MILEs, 
Commanding Military District of Fort Monroe: 

Str: I hereby report that state prisoner Jefferson Davis is slowly 
though decidedly improving in general health. He is still much debil- 
itated and is wanting in muscular power, though I observe that his 
walk is becoming less uneven than heretofore. His appetite is not 
improving to any extent and his circulation is languid. 

Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 


Surgeon, U. 8. Army. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington City, June 15, 1866. 
The PRESIDENT. OF THE UNITED STATES: 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In compliance with your instructions of the 5th 
instant I have the honor to make the following statements: 

“The number of prisoners of war discharged since the 15th day of 
April, 1865,” is 5,501 officers, 53,679 enlisted men, and 1,220 citizens; 
and “the number of persons who, having been sentenced by military 
commission or court-martial, have been pardoned since the 15th day of 
April, 1865,” is 1,953. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, June 16, 1866. 


Maj. Gen. A. H. TERRY, 
Commanding Department of Virginia, Richmond, Va.: 

Sir: The Secretary of War directs that you release Dick Turner, now 
confined in Libby Prison, Richmond, on his parole to answer any charge 
the President ot the United States may direct to be preferred against 
him. Report the execution of this order. 


Lam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant 
ae Lacetiaa i EB. D. TOWNSEND, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Hpgrs. MILITARY DisTRICT OF FoRT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., June 18, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report state prisoner Jefferson Davis 
well as usual to-day. He desired me to renew his request to have his 
parole extended the twenty-four hours instead of twelve. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. S. Volunteers. 


Hpqgrs. MILITARY DisTRICT OF FoRT MONROE, VA., 
June 20, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General : 
GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose herewith report of Surgeon 
Cooper regarding health of Jefferson Davis. 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 


[Inclosure.] 


Fort MONROE, VA., June 20, 1866. 
Maj. Gen. N. A. MILEs, 
Comdg. Military District of Fort Monroe, Fort Monroe, Va.: 
Sir: I respectfully report that the health of state prisoner Jefferson 
Davis is very much as at my last weekly report. He does not seem to 
improve in muscular strength in the same ratio as before. He states 
that his appetite is not good and that he does not relish his food. This 
may be attributable to some slight febrile symptoms which showed 
themselves on Saturday, Sunday, and Monday last. He becomes 
fatigued very soon when exercising, and is nauseated on breakfasting 
but recovers the tone of his stomach later in the day. He still com- 
plains of broken sleep and to this attributes his want of appetite in 
the morning. 
Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E, COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENY OF VIRGINIA, 
Richmond, Va., June 21, 1866. 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. E. D. TowNsEND, 
Asst, Adjt. Gen., War Dept., A. G. O., Washington, D. 0.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report that the instructions from the 
Secretary of War contained in your letter of the 16th instant ordering 
the release of Dick Turner from Libby Prison on his parole have been 
carried into effect. Turner was paroled and released on the 18th 
instant and his parole is on file at these headquarters. 
I have the honor to remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 
ALFRED H. TERRY, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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Hpars. MILITARY DisTRICT OF ForT MonROE, eh 
June 27, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to forward the report of Surgeon Cooper 
regarding health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis. 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. S. Volunteers. 


(Inclosure.] 


Fort MONROE, VA., June 27, 1866. 
Compe. OFFICER Mi. Dist. oF FurRtT MonrRog, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 


Str: I have to report the general health of state prisoner Jefferson 
Davis as improving slowly but surely. He gives indications of increas- 
ing muscular strength in his walk, which is now beginning to be more 
tirm than heretofore. His appetite he states is better and he is evidently 
mending. 

Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8S. Army. 


Wark DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTICE, 
July 3, 1866. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 

Sir: Referring tothe reports made to yourself by this Bureau in 
the case of Clement C. Clay on the 6th of December, 1865, in the case 
of Jefferson Davis on the 18th of January, 1866, and in the cases of the 
said Clay and Davis jointly on the 20th of March, 1866, I have the 
honor to submit for your consideration the following statements: 

It will be remembered that on the trial of the assassins of the late 
President it was alleged in the charges and specifications that this crime 
had been committed under the incitement and encouragement of the 
said Jefferson Dayis, Clement ©. Clay, Jacob Thompson, and other 
conspirators named, as combining and confederating together for that 
purpose; and this declaration the court found to be true, and the 
opinion has been heretofore expressed by me that this finding was 
justified by the evidence adduced. Strong, however, as was the proof 
that led the court to the conclusion which they thus reached, I had 
reason to believe, from the knowledge of its details acquired in the 
course of the trial, that yet more conelusive testimony bearing upon the 
complicity of the rebel Jeadcrs, named in the murder of the President, 
existed, and hence as the head of the Bureau of Military Justice I 
felt it my duty to pursue the investigation further. The first oppor- 
tunity enabling me to do so presented itself under the following cir- 
cumstances: 

Among the witnesses examined on behalf of the Government before 
the military commission which tried the assassins was a man calling 
himself Sanford Conover. Under this name he gave important testi- 
mony on that trial; testimony, however, I may remark, which did not 
bear on the question of the guilt of the parties on trial as actually con- 
cerned in the perpetration of the murder of the President and the 
attempted murder of the Secretary of State, but related only to the 
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general conspiracy charged to have been formed for the commission of 
these crimes and to which it was averred Jefferson Davis, Clement C. 
Clay, Jacob Thompson, and others were parties. This man, it seems, 
had been a correspondent of the New York Tribune from Canada, and 
it was through Mr. Gay, of the Tribune, a citizen of well-known char- 
acter for loyalty and integrity, that he was brought to the notice of 
the Government as an important witness. After having heard the 
testimony on the trial of the assassins I was well persuaded, from his 
intelligence and apparently intimate association with rebel refugees 
and conspirators in Canada, that he had possessed unusual advan- 
tages for acquiring information in regard to their plots and movements. 
Hence; when he subsequently wrote me, voluntarily and without 
solicitation or suggestion on my part, giving assurance as to the exist- 
ence of evidence implicating Jefferson Davis and Clement C. Clay, and 
of his ability to find the witnesses, and proffering his services to do so, 
I did not hesitate to accept his statements and proposals as made in 
good faith and entitled to credit and consideration. The first letter 
received by me from him on the subject bore date “New York, July 
26, 1865,” and is as follows: 


Brigadier-General Hout: 


Drak SiR: Believing that I can procure witnesses and documentary evidence suf- 
ficient to convict Jeff. Davis and C. C. Clay of complicity in the assassination of the 
President, and that I can also find and secure John H. Surratt, I beg leave to tender 
the Government through you my services for these purposes. Since my appearance 
as a witness before the commission I have been engaged, to some extent on my own 
account, in seeking further evidence to implicate Davis, Clay, and others, and I feel 
warranted in saying that my efforts have not been without some success._ I can 
promise to find at least three witnesses—men of unimpeachable character—who will 
testify that they submitted to Davis propositions, which he approved, to destroy 
the President, Vice-President, and Cabinet, and that they received indirectly from 
the rebel Government money to enable them to execute the proposed scheme. Let- 
ters, I am assured by one of the parties referred to, can be adduced to corroborate a 
part oftheir statements. Two of these persons can testify that they were present 
with Surratt at an interview with Davis and Benjamin last spring, in which the 
plot under which Mr. Lincoln was assassinated was discussed and approved by both 
functionaries. These men may be relied on; asI have already said, their character 
is unimpeachable. They despise and hate Davis now as intensely as they once 
admired and loved him. Besides, they feel the necessity for doing some meritorious 
action to insure the forgiveness and pardon of the Government they have outraged. 

The interest I have manifested in this case has been prompted solely by a desire 
to serve the Government, though I must admit that it has been intensified by my 
hatred of the rebel leaders. The rebellion has ruined me financially and I have 
suffered much at the hands of Davis & Co. It will be no fault of mine if they escape 
without their just deserts. You may depend that I can and will, if desirable to you 
and the Government, accomplish all I promise and more. Ifit is not intended ta 
try Davis and others for complicity in the assassination I shall be glad to be sent 
after Surratt. I have ever believed that I could find him and I am confident that 
I can now devise a scheme for his capture. I do not enter into particulars because 
I know the value of your time too well to trouble you with a long letter. If the 
propositions I submit are entertained I will call on you and be more explicit. 
Please favor me with a reply at once, and in the meantime believe me to be, 

Your most obedient servant, 


5 7 SANFORD CONOVER. 
Direct in care of S. H. Gay, Tribune. 


On the 2d of August—written “1862,” though evidently intended for 
1865—he again addressed me from New York as follows: 


NEw YorK, August 2, 1862. 
Brigadier-General Hout, Judge-Advocate-General, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I proposed by letter a few days ago to find for the good of the Govern- 
ment and peoplesJohn H. Surratt, one of the conspirators, and to produce unim- 
peachable evidence sufficient to convict Davis, Clay, and others of complicity in 
the assassination of Mr. Lincoln. I solicited, indeed expected, an early reply but 
was disappointed. Surratt has since been captured (so the papers say) so that of 
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course my services in that direction will not be required. Probably you have also 
sufficient evidence to convict Davis, Clay, et al., without the testimony—I should 
say evidence—I proposed to adduce, the witnesses 1 proposed to produce, and the 
facts that you could educe under my suggestion from certain disloyalists. If it is 
all solam glad. But will you not be kind enough on receipt hereof to inform me 
by telegraph, directed to Fifth Avenue Hotel, whether or [not] I can be of further 
service to the Government? If I cannot be of further service I propose to go to 
Mexico, and my last day, if you do not desire more of me, in New York will be next 
Friday or Saturday. 

I hope I can be of further service. I more than hope that I shall hear from you 
(by telegraph) before Saturday. If I do not I shall assume that I can be of no fur- 
ther service and act accordingly. 

Your obedient servant, 
SANFORD CONOVER. 


P. S.—This is the fourth letter that I have written you without having received a 
reply. I do sincerely hope that I may receive an answer to this, if not to those that 
preceded it. 

Respectfully, 
8. C. 


It will be observed that the writer speaks of this as the “fourth 
letter.” If other than this and the previous one of 26th of July were 
written they did not reach me. 

I laid the substance of the assurances contained in these letters 
before you, and probably read extracts from the letters to you, and 
asked that I might be authorized to send for Conover to come to 
Washington with a view to a conference with him and to his employ- 
nent as an agent of the Government in the collection of the testimony, 
should it be deemed advisable to do so, which authority you gave me. 
I accordingly wrote to him and he came on to Washington, and after 
au interview with me I recommended to you that his proposition should 
be accepted and that he should be engaged as a Government agent to 
find and collect the testimony of the existence of which he professed 
to have knowledge. To this you assented and he was accordingly so 
elployed. He then went to New York, taking with him transporta- 
tion from that city to Washington for a Mr. McGill whom he repre- 
sented to be an important witness. On the 14th of August he tele- 
graphed me from New York that he had found McGill and would start 
the night of that day for Washington, of which telegram the follow- 
ing is a copy: 

Brigadier-General Hout, Judge-Advocate-General: 
I have found McGill and start to-night; failed to find him in time to leave last 


evening. 
SANFORD CONOVER. 
18 Claremont avenue, Brooklyn. 


Subsequently Conover and the witness who called himself John 
McGill arrived in Washington, and on the 17th of August the latter, 
under that name, gave his deposition before this Bureau. The strik- 
ing character of his evidence confirmed the impression previously enter- 
tained of the ,ability of Conover to find thé witnesses of whom he 
claimed to have information. He proceeded South without delay, with 
authority from me to make diligent search fur the witnesses and to 
report from time to time the progress he was making. His first com- 
mnnication to me bore date Richmond, Va., August 24, 1865, and is as 
follows: 

RICHMOND, August 24, 1865. 
JuDGE-ADVOCATE-GENERAL: 
Dear Stir: I have been in this city since Saturday, and although I have not suc- 


ceeded in reaching any of the parties sought for I have received such information 
of the whereabouts of some of them as will enable me to find them. I shall not fail, 
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either in whole or in part, you may depend on this. I shall write you every day or 
two henceforth more at length, informing you of my proceedings, &c. 


full, bedient servant, 
Respectfully, your obedien _ SANFORD CONOVER. 


On arriving at Columbia, S. C., he telegraphed me under date of Ist 
of September, 1865, stating that his mission thus far had been suc- 
cessful and that Key and another had been found, and that a witness 
whom he refers to as ©. (meaning Campbell) had been heard from. 
The following is a copy of the telegram: 


Brigadier-General Hour: 

My mission has thus far proved successful. Key and one other have been found 
and secured. ©. has been heard from and will be found. Deeming it unadvisable 
to telegraph particulars I have written at length. oe 


The next communication which reached me from him was a lengthy 
dispatch dated Charleston, 4th of September, 1865, in which he pro- 
fessed to give the details of the investigation with which he had been 
occupied and of the successes which had thus far attended him, which 
dispatch was in the following words: 


Brigadier-General Hout, Judge- Advocate: 


I arrived here yesterday en route for New Orleans, where I am certain of finding 
C. Found K. at Norfolk and S. at Wilmington. They are both anxious to do what 
is right. K. wishes to wait and join S. and C. on their way to Washington. As he 
can be believed I thought better to consent. I have caused 8. to accompany me, as 
his influence and example may prove valuable should C. feel any reluctance to do 
what is required of him; besides, I do not wish to lose sight of him; he is cogni- 
zant of all the facts disclosed tome by C. My funds will not hold out until I reach 
New Orleans. Owing to the destruction of railroads I have been obliged to travel 
several hundreds of miles in hacks at expense of 50 cents a mile, and at several 
points was unable to obtain transportation by there being no quartermaster at hand. 
At every hotel and lodging house south of Richmond have been obliged to pay 
nearly double Washington hotel rates. Telegraph me in care of Capt. J. H. Moore, 
assistant quartermaster, No. 10 Broad street, Charleston—he is also disbursing 
otficer—whom you can direct to furnish [me] with the necessary funds to enable me 
to proceed at once with my business. ‘There are other persons, as you will learn from 
my Jetter, whom it may be important to find when these named have been secured. 


8. C. 


A long letter dated also “Charleston, S. C., September 4, 1865,” was 
afterward received by me from him, and in this was given a yet more 
minute detail of his researches and of the favorable results reached, 
and the purpose on his part was expressed of proceeding thence to 
New Orleans. The following is acopy of this letter: 


CHARLESTON, S. C., September 4, 1865. 
Brigadier-General Hout, Judge-Advocate-General : 


DeEAR SiR: On the 1st instant, at Columbia, I prepared a letter for you detailing 
my proceedings to find and procure the attendance of Campbell, Key, and others, 
and on the same day telegraphed you that two of them had been found. On reach- 
ing the ‘‘post-office” with my letter I learned that there was no regular mail from 
Columbia, and that my letter might not be dispatched for ten or twelve days. The 
letter is now so worn out from being carried in my pocket from that point to this 
that I am under the necessity of writing a new one. I met with considerable diffi- 
culty in finding Key and Snevel and found it no easy matter to win their confi- 
dence and obtain their consent to become witnesses. I ascertained at Richmond 
that the former was at Norfolk, Va , and the latter at Wilmington, N. C., and that 
Campbell had gone to his former home, New Orleans. I resolved to endeavor to 
secure Key first and soon after reaching Norfolk found him. At first he denied 
all knowledge of any plots for the assassination of the President and his Cabinet 
but when I disclosed to him the source of my information, charging him with such 
knowledge, and assured him that Campbell and others of his acquaintances were to 
be witnesses of the Government, he admitted his knowledge and stated the facts at 
large (which are substantially the same as stated to you as learned by me from 


Campbell), and consented to become a witness if Campbell could be induced to 
become one also. 
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_He is unwilling to testify to what he knows unless Campbell and others will do 
likewise, as he fears and dreads being despised and called a traitor by his friends. 
He was not willing to accompany me to Washington or make a deposition until 
certain that Campbell—a model of all the virtues with him—would do the same. 
He promised to join me on my way North with Campbell and I am perfectly satis- 
Een ake I know, as far as it is possible for me to know anything—that he will 

0 80. 

You need not apprehend that he éannot be found when wanted. I have more 
reasons than I need trouble you with for knowing that he may be depended on. 

On leaving Key I proceeded as directly as possible to Wilmington, where after 
much running and trouble I found Snevel. The latter is very bitter against Davis 
and his leaders and is exceedingly anxious to give his testimony and procure that 
of others to convict him. He (Snevel) has been ruined by casting his fortunes with 
the rebellion, and hopes, I imagine, to retrieve some of his losses by becoming a 
loyal citizen and a witness for the Government. He is very intimate with Camp- 
bell and boasts of much influence over him. As he appeared reluctant to go to 
Washington without others to corroborate his statements I proposed that he should 
accompany me to New Orleans for Campbell, not that I believe his influence will be 
necessary (although possibly it might) to induce Campbell to become a witness, but 
principally because I-do not wish to lose sight of him. He is now without business 
and without money, and might in my absence accept an engagement which would 
carry him beyond our reach. He assures me that he knows of two other persons in 
Maryland who will make important witnesses. I trust that my proceedings in 
regard to lim will meet your approbation. I have not been able so far to pick up 
anything more damaging to Clay. Indeed, I wish to get one case up first. 

Owing to the destruction of many railroads in this part of the country I have 
been obliged to make roundabout courses and ride back and forth many miles in 
hacks. From Wilmington I started for New Orleans, intending to go via Florence, 
Kingsville, and Augusta, but on reaching Kingsville I was astonished to find that 
the cars proceeded no farther and that the remainder of the distance to Augusta 
would have to be traveled in hacks. Being near Columbia and anxious to visit 
some acquaintances in that city and believing I could do so without loss of time or 
extra expense I proceeded to that point, from which I telegraphed you, determined 
to make for New Orleans via Orangeburg and Charleston. Here I arrived yesterday 
evening. ‘The whole distance from here to New Orleans can be traveled by rail, 
except about 50 miles which must be made in hacks. I propose to proceed thither 
the moment I hear from you and receive the necessary funds. Over some of the 
railroads J was obliged to pay fare, there being no quartermaster at hand to furnish 
me with transportation, and it being less expensive as well as saving time to pay 
fare rather than to wait the return of the quartermaster and pay board. Board and 
lodging at the South is at a very high figure, being charged for at rates far exceeding 
that of the Washington hotels. Travelers are outrageously imposed on at every 
step, the excuse for the extravagant charges being the scarcity of provisions, &c. 
For these reasons my fund is reduced to a few dollars and I shall require more 
before proceeding on my business. When I left Washington I had strong expecta- 
tions of finding all the witnesses named at or near Richmond and believed that I 
had more money than sufficient to enable me to secure them; therefore I took the 
liberty of sending $50 of the amount received from you to my family, knowing that 
they would need some during my absence. I have economized as far as possible, 
and have kept a minute account of my expenditures which I am confident you will 
approve. 

fp set my heart upon producing witnesses and testimony sufficient to convict 
Davis and Clay and with what I have already secured I am sure that I shall suc- 
ceed. The statement that Snevel makes to me is even stronger than that made to 
me (and repeated to you) by Campbell, and there is not the slightest doubt of my 
securing the latter. I have telegraphed briefly the result of my proceedings and 
requesting the nesessary funds, and shall be momentarily expecting the needful 
instructions, d&c., to enable me to fully Abcam pls) my Badertekingy 

ste, very respectfull our obedient servan 
OA gin Aen ’ SANFORD CONOVER. 


From Charleston, S. C., on the 6th of September, 1865, he sent me 
the following telegram: 
Brigadier-General Hot, Judge-Advocate: ; 

Do answer my dispatch of the 4th instant. Has it been received? It is very 
important to the Government that I be instructed and enabled to proceed on my 


mission immediately. I hope to receive answer by or before evening. 
Direct W. E. Harrison, Charleston Hotel, not being prudent to be known here 


ge a at SANFORD CONOVER. 
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He did not further correspond with me until after his return to New 
York, from which city on the 10th of October, 1865, he wrote me at 


length as follows: 
New YorK, October 10, 1865. 
Brigadier-General Hout, Judge-Advocate- General : 


Sir: It affords me pleasure to report that my efforts to find certain persons as 
witnesses for the Government have been crowned with complete success. Campbell 
and Suevel and a Mr. Waddell, of whom I knew nothing when I started on my 
mission, are now with me in this city. Key is in Norfolk, ready to join us at a 
moment’s notice; while another person named Wright, also unknown to me when I 
left Washington, will report to me at Washington on the 20th instant. I expe- 
rienced much difficulty in jinding Campbell and more in inducing him to accompany 
me. He has no sympathy for Davis; on the contrary feels quite bitter against 
him; but he dreaded and still dreads the obloquy and alienation of his own friends, 
which he thinks the betrayal of Davis’ part in the conspiracy certain to provoke. 
Having determined to take the stand he is anxious that his testimony be cor- 
roborated as far and by as many as possible and that everything proper may be 
done to insure Mr. Davis’ conviction, because his acquittal, or even his conviction on 
the testimony of two or three witnesses, would afford his (Campbell’s) friends and 
the public at large grounds for suspecting that he, with the other witnesses, had 
been suborned and had sworn falsely. So sensitive and anxious is he on this point 
that he insisted on at once visiting New York, where he assured me that he would 
find a friend who ‘‘could, if he would, furnish evidence of the most positive charac- 
ter,” and thatif this friend could be induced to become a witness he himself could 
do so without the slightest reluctance or fear of the result. For this reason I came 
on to New York with him, keeping the other witnesses with me for several reasons. 
Who this friend is, or the nature of the evidence he is able to furnish, Campbell 
declines to inform me, answering all my importunities with the assurance that if 
he cannot induce him to become a witness it would be useless for me to try to do so, 
and that he could not, without an unpardonable breach of faith, disclose anything 
which might possibly place’ his friend in an unpleasant position without his 
consent. 

On inquiry here for this ‘‘ friend” he was found to be in Canada, whence he will 
return on Saturday, and as Campbell is so persistent in the determination to see 
him before making his own deposition I think better to afford him the opportunity. 
Ishall be prepared to ascertain who the mysterious ‘‘friend” is in case he declines 
to join Campbell in becoming a witness for the Government. 

’ The witnesses mentioned by me include all that I have so far obtained, but my 
investigations have led to the discovery of another plot, approved by Davis, for the 
murder of the late President quite as diabolical as the one which resulted in his 
death. The witnesses to establish this charge—one of whom isa Miss Alice Williams, 
who was commissioned in the rebel army as a lieutenant under the name of Buford, 
the would-be Charlotte Corday, except that she proposed to employ poison instead 
of a dagger—being mostly females I thought better not to produce them without a 
conterence on the subject with you. Besides, I have as many in hand as I can well 
manage. The particulars of this plot and the evidence to be relied on I shall not 
attempt to disclose till I see you. I shall leave here for Washington on Sunday 
evening with the three witnesses nowin hand. Any instructions or suggestions you 
may desire in the mean time to address me by letter or telegraph may be sent to the 
Madison Avenue Hotel, corner Madison avenue and Twenty-seventh street. 

Your obedient servant, 


SANFORD CONOVER. 


He did not come to Washington at the time promised in this letter, 
but did so later, arriving about the close of October and bringing with 
him two men calling themselves William Campbell and Joseph Snevel, 
and who under these names gave their depositions at the Bureau of 
Military Justice on the 4th day of November, 1865. On or soon after 
Conover’s reaching Washington he addressed me a note bearing date 
November 1, 1865, as follows: 
heer eae oc eae ee WASHINGTON, D. C., November 1, 1865. 


Dak Sir: I reached here yesterday with Campbell and Snevel. Another witness 
who was to have joined us here is in Baltimore and I shall run up for him this morning. 
the above named prefer not to report to you in person without me but will appear 
at any hour you may name to-morrow. Please send me a note to the National Hotel 
that I may receive it this evening, stating the hour upon which I ghall produce the 
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witnesses for examination. The death of one of my children prevented my reaching 
here last week and the witnesses were unwilling to appear without me. a 
Your obedient servant, 
8. CONOVER. 


After the taking of the depositions of Campbell and Snevel Conover 
went to New York, whence he returned to Washington, bringing with 
him a man calling himself Farnum B. Wright, who on the 23d of 
November, 1865, also gave his deposition before the Bureau of Military 
Justice. The witness John McGill, heretofore referred to, having 
stated in his deposition that a man named Carter was present with him 
at the interview he had with Clement C. Clay and Captain Kennedy, 
in Canada, in relation to the assassination of the President and cer- 
tain other distinguished officials of the United. States Government I 
engaged Conover to proceed to Canada for the purpose of finding and 
bringing to Washington this man Carter with a view of taking his 
deposition, and he left Washington under a promise that he would do so. 
Farnum B. Wright having alleged to me that a man named Patten— 
whom he had averred in his deposition to have been present with him 
and others at an interview with Jefferson Davis when the abduction, 
and if necessary the assassination, of the President were discussed 
and determined upon—resided in Saint Louis, and that he believed he 
could find him and secure his attendance as a witness, I employed him 
as an agent of the Government to go to Saint Louis for that purpose. 
This I did after a conversation with him in Washington, and after 
receiving from him the following note: 

NEw YorK, December 7. 
General Hour: 

DEAR Sir: I arrived in New York this morning. I overhauled my papers; could 
not find the paper that contained the number of the house Mr. Patten lives in, but I 
am quite sure I can find him as I know the street. If you want me to go after him 
Iam at your service. Send me what funds you think I will require and I will start 
immediately. Direct your letter to the Westchester House, corner Bowery and 


Broome street, to be left at the office till called for. 
P. S.—If you don’t require my services to go to Saint Louis please send some 


money without fail, and oblige 
F. B. WRIGIIT. 


Among the persons named as present at the interview which Farnum 
B. Wright, Patten, and others were said to have had with Davis was 
amancalled Lamar. This person, William Campbell, whose deposition 
has been referred to, stated he knew that he was in Canada and that 
he believed he could prevail on him to come to the United States and 
give his testimony and he offered to go to Canada for that purpose. 
I accordingly engaged him. He set out, and after the lapse of some 
time wrote me from Saint Albans the following letters: 

Saint ALBANS, November 15, 1865. 
Brigadier-General HoLt, Judge-Advocate-General : 

DraR Sir: I hope you will excuse my long silence but I thought best not to write 
until I had something to write about. I have received no answer toecither my letter 
or telegraph, but I saw a friend of Lamar’s in Saint Albans last night who tells me 
that he (Lamar) was going to leave Canada soon; he could not tell how soon. He 
said he had jeft his old stopping place, and he thinks he is poor; and I think that 
accounts -for my not getting an answer to my letter or dispatch. I fear that he has 
not received them. I propose to go (or send some one) to Canada to hunt him up. 
If this meets your approbation you will please telegraph me at once. I telegraphed 
to you this morning for the necessary funds to carry out my ideas, which I hope will 


prove satisfactory to you. a, Wael ] 
I shall anxiously await your answer, and hoping it will meet my ideas, 


I remain, your most obedient servant, 
WILLIAM CAMPBELL, 
Weldon House, Saint Albans, Vt. 
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Saint ALBANS, November 24, 1865. 
Brigadier-General Hort, Judge-Advocate-General : 
Dear Sim: I am in receipt of your letter of the 2ist. You appear surprised at my 
inability to get my draft cashed; not more so than I was myself. The banks here 
evince no desire to accommodate the Government. At first they appeared to doubt 
my authority and when I satisfied them on that point they said they did not care to 
have anything to do with it; they did not see [that] they were going to make any- 
thing by it. The Saint Albans bank says they have money to the amount of $4,000 
or $5,000 standing out in that way that they cannot collect and do not care to nego- 
‘tiate any more. The First National Bank referred me to the Saint Albans, as that 
bank had done a great deal of business with the Government, and they (the First 
National) felt themselves under no obligations to the Government or the War Depart- 
ment. Even your check I had to have signed by a resident of the place before I 
could get it cashed. Inclosed please find duplicate receipts signed. Since my last 
I have received a letter from Lamar appointing a meeting in Boston, where he is at 
present. I will start for there to-night or to-morrow morning. 
Hoping my next will be more encouraging, ; 
I remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
WILLIAM CAMPBELL. 


On his arrival at Boston he addressed me as follows: 


Hancock Houssz, Boston, November 29, 1868. 
Judge-Advocate-General HOLT: 

Dear Sir: I have seen Lamar to-day. I think everything is all right. He will 
give me an answer to-morrow. We will start for New York about Saturday, 
where we wil) stop for a few days as Lamar wants to see some friends that are 
atopping there. I did not write to you on my arrival as I expected to see him 
sooner. I will have to draw on you again this week. You may expect to see us in 
Washington about the last of next week. Please telegraph on receipt of this as I 
shall start for New York on Saturday. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
WILLIAM CAMPBELL. 


Subsequently I was assured that Lamar on his arrival at New York 
had declined to come to Washington to testify and had left the United 
States for Cuba. Still later I was advised that this statement was a 
misapprehension, superinduced by a false representation of Lamav’s, 
and that he had, in point of fact, come to Washington but refused to 
give any testimony. I never saw him, and whether such a man existed 
{ have no means of certainly determining. 


On the 28th of November, Conover wrote me from New York as 
follows: 


New York, November 28, 1865, 
Brigadier-General Hout, Judge-Advocate-General : 

Dear Sir: I did not until this morning succeed in seeing McGill and getting the 
necessary directions for finding Carter. I shall leave by the next train for Toronto. 
I shall not only find Carter but I think other witnesses as well. If Wright becomes 
able to leave for New York before my return to Washington I hope you will see that 
he is fully reimbursed for expenses, &c. His traveling expenses from Charleston to 
Washington, and afterward from Washington to New York to find me, were defrayed 
entirely by himself. But for appearing as a witness he would have sailed directly 
from Charleston to Halifax, Nova Scotia. If he comes to New York before I return. 
to Washington Snevel will see him and make it agreeable for him to remain until 
he can be used as a witness. He has already satisfied me of his willingness to do so 
if his extra expenses can be paid by the Government. Presuming that I should 
return to Washington before he would be able to leave he made no arrangements 
about his hotel bill in case he should wish to leave before my return. 1 trust, there- 
fore, that besides causing him to receive his traveling expenses [you will] see that 
he has enough to pay his bill at the hotel. I am confident that I shall be able to 
produce at least two other witnesses against Davis not less important than those 
you have seen, and I therefore feel the necessity of making everything as satisfac- 
bh re possible to those already in hand, that they may not at any time be found 
wanting. 

In great haste, your obedient servant, 


S. CONOVER. 
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His next communication was from Montreal under date of Sth of 
December, 1865, of which the following is a copy: 


{ ; MONTREAL, December 8, 1865. 
Brigadier-General Hout, Judge-Advocate-General : 

DEaR Sir: I have found Carter at last. My search for him in Toronto revealed 
the fact that he had changed his abode to Montreal. I doubted the propriety of my 
coming here, but knowing the importance of securing the party I determined to 
take the risk. I found Carter yesterday, made his acquaintance, &c., but only two 
liours ago did I disclose to him my mission and propose that he should accompany 
me to Washington, &c. He consents, and assures me that he knows of a score who 
will testify, if requested, to facts more important than any he can speak of. He 
agrees entirely with McGill except that he can go a little further. I think I can 
promise more than Carter; I shall see. The rebs know of my presence here. I am 
informed that I will be arrested again. ‘‘To be forewarned is to be forearmed,” and 
I can reckon myself safe. Ishall leave, if permitted, this evening for Toronto again, 
where Carter assures me there are a dozen who will become witnesses in the matter 
in question. I called on Mr. Perkins, an eminent lawyer, some months ago counsel 
for Hon. Joshua Giddings, consul-general here, in a prosecution against him, and 
have been fortified by a knowledge of my rights under the laws of the Province, 
and on the strength thereof think I may consider myself safe. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
8. CONOVER. 


Afterward Conover telegraphed me from Montreal as follows: 


MONTREAL, December 13, 1865. 
Brigadier-General Hott, Judge-Advocate-General: 
Have just returned from Quebec. Have three very important witnesses. Require 
more funds; send $100 by express in care of D. T. Irish. Shall return the moment I 


hear from you. Expect another witness here. Answer this dispatch care of Mr. Irish. 
8. C. 


On the 20th of December he wrote me at length from Montreal, pro- 
fessing to give much in detail the very important testimony he had 
discovered, the character of the inquiries which had led to its discov- 
ery, together with the names of the witnesses. This letter, which he 
stated he would send by the witness Carter, came to me through the 
mail, accompanied by a note from Carter dated New York, December 
27, 1865, of which note and letter the following are copies: 


New York, December 27, 1865. 


Srr: I send you from here a letter given me for you by Mr. Conover. I expected 
to stop in this place only one day, but I want to see Mr. McGill before coming to 
Washington, and he is in Providence and will not get back till Saturday, and I will 
wait for him and come on next Tuesday. It may be necessary for you to have Mr. 
Conover’s letter before I come, so I will send it to you by mail. 


Yours, respectfully, 2p FP ate Hs 
. . cL . 


MONTREAL, December 20, 1865. 


Dear Sir: Agreeably to my promise in my note of yesterday morning I proceed 
to report more at length my proceedings under my late missions. Oth«r business 
prevented my writing last evening, and I shall not leave here for Toronto until this 
evening. You will receive this letter at the hands of Carter, whom I deem it advis- 
able to forward from here at once, as he is anxious before making a deposition to 
see McGill and ‘‘compare notes,” as he expresses it, in order that there may be 
no unnecessary discrepancy in their testimony. His statement does not differ in the 
least, if my memory serves me well, from McGill’s deposition, except that he recol- 
lects one very important fact and occurrence which McGill must have forgotten or 
inadvertently omitted to disclose. Carter, who is quite intelligent, is confident 
that he can refresh the memory of his friend and make him recollect all that he 
does himself, and I think it very important that he should do so. The next witness 
I have in hand is named Mott. Like McGill and Carter he was seduced into hos- 
tility to the United States by extravagant promises by Clay and other prominent 
rebels. I cannot undertake to give you more than a brief synopsis of his statement. 
He knew Clay quite well; was several times present at his room when the subject of 
raids on the frontier was discussed, and had one private interview with Clay on the 
subject. This interview was just after the Saint Albans raid, and Clay, among other 
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things, expressed dissatisfaction that the raiders had not burned more houses and 
spilt more bloud. He said that in such a war Yankees should be killed wherever 
found, whether they had arms iv their hands or not. ’ P 

In November, 1864, a few days after the election returns rendered it certain that 
Lincoln had been re-elected, he called on Mr. Clay with a letter (of which he has 
shown me the original draft) written by a Mr. Purcell, of Virginia, proposing by a 
‘‘orand blow to relieve the country of the seven-headed hydra, Lincoln, Hasnlin, 
Johnson, Stanton, Seward, Grant, and Sherman,” if he (Clay) would furnish the 
necessary funds for the purpose. The letter contained the assurance that the men 
for the enterprise were already enlisted and promised that if Clay approved the 
proposition to lay before him in full the plan for its execution. Mott admits that 
at the time he intended to enter into the scheme with Purcell, but avers that he 
then believed it would be honorable warfare. The letter to Clay was dictated by 
himself and Purcell jointly, in his own room, but was, as the original is, in Purcell’s 
handwriting. Clay on reading the letter inquired why Purcell did not call himself 
and remarked that he had been wishing for several days to see him, and added, 
laughingly, that he had begun to think he had gone over to the Yankees. Mott 
explained why Purcell did not call, whereupon Clay wrote a reply to the letter. 
Mott being interested in the affair the same as Purcell opened the reply as soon as 
he left Clay’s presence. It assured Purcell that his patriotic purpose was heartily 
approved, and that if on a submission of his plan the scheme appeared practicable 
the necessary funds would be advanced, and that he (Purcell) would, if successful 
in destroying the great hydra, be honored as the Hercules of the age. The letter 
requested that Purcell would call and submit his plan as soon as possible, as the 
scheme had been proposed before and various plans for its execution had been sug- 
gested and were under consideration, and that he (Clay) intended to approve and 
adopt the one which should most clearly appear feasible. Two or three days later 
Purcell and Mott called on Clay and laid their plan before him, but after giving it 
consideration he declared that a plan had been proposed in his opinion more practi- 
cable than theirs, and thai, while he was obliged to reject their plan, he desired 
them to unite with others in executing the one approved by him and he promised 
great honor and reward if they would doso. They proceeded far enough to become 
acquainted with the ‘‘more practicable” plan, which was finally abandoned. 

In this condensed report of Mott’s statement I have, of course, been obliged to 
omit most of the details and circumstances necessary to give full force, intelligence, 
and application to his representations, but I trust I have given enough to show that 
he will make a valuable witness. Mott is confident that Purcell is in Toronto and 
that he will readily give his testimony and produce Clay’s letter to which I have 
referred. The next witness isa Mrs. Douglass, who for many months was intimately 
associated with leading rebels in Canada, and a friend and visitor tu the Porterfields, 
Magruders, and others of their stamp. Her husband, who was devoted to the rebel 
canse, was sent by Clay on a mission to Richmond, and is believed to have been 
killed in his effort to get through the Union lines as he has never since been heard 
from. Mrs. Douglass, however, will not believe him dead, but thinks him in con- 
finement in some Federal prison, and will give testimony only on condition that her 
hnsband, if in prison, shall be released. I am certain Douglass is not in prison, but 
J have not, under all the circumstances, seen fit so to assure Mrs. Douglass. Before 
being sent on his mission to Richmond, and about the middle of November, 1864, 
Douglass was engaged with Clay and others in a plot to assassinate the President 
and his Cabinet. The conspirators met two or three times at Douglass’ residence, and 
the plans for the execution of their schemes were twice discussed in Mrs. Douglass’ 
presence. There was considerable difference of opinion amongst the conspirators as 
to the best way to effect their purpose. Each appeared to have a plan of his own. 
Among other ways it was proposed to use air guns, and the power of an air gun was 
tested in Clay’s presence in the rear yard of Douglass’ residence. One evening Clay 
said that it was easy enough to put Lincoln and Grant out of the way, but that no 
plan would answer but one that would secure the destruction of Stanton, Seward, 
and Johnson at the same time—that a clean sweep should be made of it. 

One afternoon Clay called at Douglass’ residence alone. The latter was absent at 
the time, but as Mrs. Douglass was momentarily expecting him to return Clay 
concluded to wait a few minutes. The conversation soon turned upon the war, and 
Clay remarked that if they succeeded in cutting down the Yankee leaders, as he 
believed they would, the war would soon be over. Mrs. Douglass said to him that 
she was opposed to her husband engaging in such a project; that it looked too much 
like murder. Clay replied: ‘‘Nonsense, it is nothing like murder; we are at war 
with Lincoln and his crew, and in war everything is fair that will enable one to beat 
hisenemy. Lincoln would hang your husband and me if he should get us in his 
power and I would like to know if it would be any worse for us to estroy him. 
Besides, self-preservation and the safety of the South demand Lincoln’s death.” He 
went on to say that Yankee emissaries had previously attempted to destroy Presi- 
dent Davis and his whole family by arson, and that that fact would fally justify the 
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measures he proposed. | Douglass afterward quarreled with Kennedy and with- 
drew from the enterprise, and was subsequently sent by Clay with dispatches to 
Richmond. 

In the early part of December Mrs. Douglass visited Montreal and while, there 
staid most of the time at Porterfield’s and Magruder’s, and just prior to Clay’s 
departure from the Province, to wit, on the 8th day of December, had an interview 
with him in which the assassination plot was one of the subjects of conversation. 
To recount all, or even a tithe, of what was said on these various occasions would 
occupy more time and space than I have at my disposal; but I have given enough 
to show the great importance of this woman’s-testimony. Clay and Thompson both 
violated their promises to ‘‘provide handsomely” for Mrs. Douglass during her hus- 
band’s absence, and in case of accident to him, and she is now obliged to teach 
music for the support of herself and children. Having been robbed of her husband 
and treated with neglect by these scoundrels she feels no reluctance in disclosing 
all she knows of their infernal machinations. 

These witnesses are all of genteel appearance and give their statements with 
becoming frankness. I have been careful to select none but persons of unsullied 
reputation. The word ‘‘select” I use in its most comprehensive sense, for I have had 
nearly a score of persons from whom to choose. I have rejected all whose characters 
for veracity or general character could be assailed. Several have made statements 
to me which I believe, and have many reasons for believing, to be true, and which, 
if true, should consign Clay to the severest and most ignominious punishment 
known to the law; but on inquiring into their antecedents and present standing I 
have felt constrained to reject, saying to them that I might avail myself of their 
knowledge by and by. My mission has brought me in contact with four sorts of 
persons who could be used as witnesses: First, the kind I have engaged; secondly, 
persons undoubtedly possessed of much knowledge whose present characters and 
standing could probably be assailed to the destruction of their testimony; thirdly, 
persons in good standing who pretend to know much and are ready for a consider- 
ation to swear anything and everything, when in fact they know, as I satisfied 
myself, little or eee fourthly, persons who evidently possess considerable 
knowledge, and claim to have important letters and papers which they are unwilling 
to disclose except for a valuable consideration. Believing that I shall be able to 
obtain a sufficient number of witnesses of unquestionable integrity to establish 
Clay’s criminality I have not felt at liberty to engage any persons who might pos- 
sibly be impeached. Yet I am free to declare that of the persons I have rejected 
there are at least three whose statements under oath I would myself receive with as 
much confidence as I would the testimony of many of the members of the present 
Congress. They are, in common phrase, persons of doubtful character—that is to 
say, men who visit groggeries, brothels, and gambling hells, and do it so publicly 
that every one who will may know it, and point to them as ‘‘doubtful characters”— 
men who have been ruined by the war, who have been deluded and led away by 
Clay and his associates, and when of no further use abandoned, like worn-out 
horses, in Canada, to live by their wits or starve and die in the gutter, yet men who 
never have, so far as I could learn, robbed or stolen or swindled, and would not 
to save their lives. Men who, notwithstanding their iniquities, would not perjure 
their souls or sell their honor for a moderate sum, much less for a trip—a laborious 
journey—to Washington and back. I have rejected them only because I know there 
are plenty John Bull Canadians, enemies of the United States, who applauded these 
men while they were in the rebel service, who would, if they knew of their being 
witnesses for the United States Government against Clay, or other high rebel func- 
tionaries, come forward to impeach them and unhesitatingly swear to whatever 
might be necessary to do so. Still, I presume an equal, if not greater, number of 
equally respectable persons could be produced to sustain them. But in view of these 
facts I know not how to act in regard to them without further instructions. 

I shall leave for Toronto this p. m., and from the representations of Mott and 
others have little doubt but that I shall find Purcell and be able to produce him 
and Clay’s letter to which I have referred. I am also of the’opinion that I shall 
find several other unexceptionable witnesses. I hope to receive a letter from you at 
Toronto giving me such further instructions as you may deem proper. Direct to 
G. W. Montague, Queen’s Hotel, and if convenient seal with wax—black wax. My 
letters have become quite lengthy, but I need not assure you that I have written 
rather for your information than my own pleasure. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 


S. CONOVER. 
On the 13th of January following Conover telegraphed me from 

Albany, N. Y., as follows: 

General Hort, Judge-Advocate-General : 


I have just arrived here from Kingston, Canada, with four witnesses, and expect 
anether from Montreal to join me here this afternoon. My funds are exhausted. 
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Please telegraph A. Van Allen, of First National Bank here, a request to cash a draft 
on you for $125, that I may leave here this evening. Will reach Washington on 


Monday. S. CONOVER. 


He afterward arrived in Washington, bringing with him two females 
calling themselves Sarah Douglass and Mary Knapp, whose depositions 
were taken at the Bureau of Military Justice on.the 6th of February, 
1866. A few days afterward Conover brought to this Bureau the 
witness W. H. Carter, the man in quest of whom he had gone to 
Canada. ‘his person, under the name mentioned, gave his deposition 
on the 9th of February, 1866. Yet later Farnum B. Wright and Con- 
over came to Washington, bringing with them a man calling himself 
John H. Patten, who under that name gave his deposition at this 
Bureau on the 24th of February, 1866. There was nothing in the 
previous history of Sanford Conover, as known to me, to excite any 
distrust, either in his integrity, in his truthfulness, or in the sincerity 
with which he had made his propositions to the Government, that. led 
to his being employed as‘an agent for the collection of the testimony 
which was supposed to exist in reference to the assassination of the 
President. On the contrary, there was much in his intelligence which 
was marked and striking, and in his apparent frankness and his known 
connection with important sources of information, to inspire faith in 
his professions and promises. There was much also to inspire ‘this 
faith in his correspondence with me, as already exhibited, while 
apparently engaged in the performance of the difficult and responsible 
duty imposed upon him. That correspondence was characterized by 
unusual intelligence, by great variety of detail, and by a naturalness 
which seemed to protect it from criticism; and my confidence in the 
testimony was strengthened by my knowledge that it was in accord 
with, and seemed to be in a large degree a natural sequence from, other 
facts which had been testified to as having occurred in Canada by 
witnesses known to the Government, and whose reputation has not 
been and cannot, it is believed, be successfully assailed. 

Under the passage of the resolution of the House of Representatives, 
appointing a committee to investigate and ascertain what testimony 
existed in regard to the complicity of Davis in the assassination of the 
Presiderit, I appeared before this committee in obedience to its sum- 
mons and gave my testimony and produced before it the depositions 
to which I have referred, together with the reports which I made, and 
which reports, with the opinions therein expressed upon the question 
involved, were based upon these depositions and upon the other proofs 
therein presented and commented on—upon which proofs these deposi- 
tions were but cumulative, though strongly so. Decided, however, as 
was my confidence in the truthfulness of these depositions, I was not 
willing that the committee should accept my estimate of them or base 
any action of their own solely on that estimate. Hence, I urged—cer- 
tainly the chairman, and, I think, another member of the committee— 
that I should be directed or requested to bring before them the more 
important of these witnesses produced by Conover, who were believed 
to be within the reach of the Government, in order that by their cross- 
examination, their bearing while testifying, and by such other tests as 
they might be subjected to, the committee should be enabled to deter- 
mine for themselves what degree of credit their evidence was entitled 
to. In consequence of this suggestion of mine, and of its having 
been repeated and urged, I received the direction of the Hon. Mr. 
Wilson, chairman of the committee, to send for these witnesses, or the 
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more important of them. I accordingly sent to the city of New York 
Brevet Colonel Turner,-judge-advocate, giving him, as I now remember 
it, the names of Campbell, Snevel, McGill, Wright, Patten, and Mrs. 
Douglass, these being the witnesses that I had reason to believe might 
be obtained within a reasonable time. It is barely possible that the 
name of Patten was not embraced in this list owing to my supposing 
him to reside in Saint Louis, but the most important of the witnesses 
were certainly included. Colonel Turner on proceeding to .New York 
had an interview with Campbell, who has been repeatedly referred to 
by me, and in a conversation with Colonel -Turner Campbell declared 
that the testimony which he had given in his deposition before the 
Bureau of Military Justice was false and that it had been fabricated 
by or under the supervision of Sanford Conover. This I learned from 
Colonel Turner, and I learned he made the same statement at the same 
time in regard to the testimony of Snevel, and expressed the opinion 
that the other witnesses who had been produced by Conover had also 
sworn falsely and under assumed names. ) 

Colonel Turner brought Campbell on to Washington, and I then sug- 
gested that Mr. Wilson, chairman of the committee, should telegraph 
for Conover, in order that he and Campbell might be confronted in their 
examination, and opportunity thus afforded the committee of deter- 
mining the question of credibility at issue. Conover accordingly 
came and went before the committee, and while undergoing exami- 
nation there Campbell was introduced, and, having been sworn, he 
stated that his deposition given before the Bureau of Military Justice 
was false in all respects and was wholly and completely the fabrica- 
tion of Conover; who, then being present, replied under oath that 
this declaration of Campbell was untrue, but declined to offer any 
explanation. After, however, Campbell had been withdrawn Conover 
suggested to the committee, as a reason why he (Campbell) had made 
his statement, that he had probably been corrupted and supposed he 
could make more by falsifying his former testimony than he could by 
sustaining it. I said to Conover immediately after his examination 
closed that I was utterly astounded at the evidence Campbell had 
given. His reply was, “‘You cannot be more so than I am.” I then 
added, “‘You see the position in which you are placed. Now, if what 
is charged against you is false your only mode of vindication is to 
bring before the committee the witnesses whom you produced and 
whose depositions were taken before the Bureau of Military Justice, 
in order that they may be examined and reaffirm their testimony.” 
He said he would proceed to New York with the officer of the com- 
mittee and assist him in finding the witnesses, and would, as I under- 
stood him to say, return with them to Washington. He left, as I was 
told, with the officer of the committee, but on arriving at New York 
separated himself from him and was not seen by him afterward; and 
up to this time, although two months have elapsed, he has not com- 
municated with me nor has he made any effort, as I believe, to pro- 
duce the witnesses, nor has he offered any vindication of his conduct. 
This action of his, added to the deciarations under oath of Campbell, 
followed up as they were afterward by the testimony of Snevel as to 
the utter falsity of the depositions which he and Campbell had given, 
has left a strong impression on my mind that Conover has been guilty 
of a most atrocious crime, committed under what promptings I am 
wholly unable to determine. ; ; 

I employed him under no contract for any stipulated compensation. 
He had no reason from me to believe that he would receive more for 
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his labor in the event of his success than in the event of his failure to 
discover the testimony whichrhe alleged existed; nor had he authority 
to give to the witnesses any other assurance than that they should not 
be personally compromised for speaking the truth. He only had reason 
to believe, and was so assured, that all expenses would be paid and 
that a fair compensation for the services performed—both in view of 
their importance and of the extreme danger to which it was supposed 
they might expose him—would be made, but nothing beyond this. 

Although but two of the witnesses, to wit, William Campbell and 
Joseph Snevel, have been found and produced, and have declared the 
falsity of their depositions, yet, considering the conduct of this agent 
of the Government as exposed and explained, it is believed that the 
same discredit which seems to attach to these two depositions of Camp- 
bell and Snevel should attach to all the testimony given by the wit- 
nesses brought to the Bureau of Military Justice for examination by 
Conover. Both Campbell and Snevel were subjected to a rigid cross- 
examination by the committee in reference to their past lives, the places 
of their yesidence and business, the names of their employers, &c., 
extending through a series of years, the purpose being, through an 
inquiry into the particulars furnished by their answers, to test the accu- 
racy of their statements upon these collateral matters, and thus arrive 
at a proper estimate of their general credibility. 

The narrative thus given by Campbell of his past life has, I learn 
informally from a member of the committee, been found to be false in 
many particulars. It is not known that the sketch given by Snevel of 
his life has as yet been submitted to the same test. While this inves- 
tigation in which the committee is engaged may result in impairing, or 
even destroying, the general credibility of these witnesses I deem it my 
duty with the convictions I entertain—produced in large degree by the 
conduct of Conover—formally to withdraw these depositions for the 
present from the consideration of the Government; and should nothing 
hereafter occur to remove these convictions the depositions, with your 
consent, will be wholly rejected. 

The witnesses whose depositions under this view are withdrawn are 
the following: John McGill, William Campbell, Joseph Snevel, Farnum 
B. Wright, Sarah Douglass, Mary Knapp, W. H. Carter, and John H. 
Patten. Of these witnesses McGill was mentioned by name in the 
report of the Bureau to yourself under date of the 6th of December, 
1865, while John H. Patten, W. H. Carter, Sarah Douglass, and Mary 
Knapp were referred to by name, and their testimony commented upon 
in the supplementary report to yourself under date of March 25, 1866. 
In the report to yourself of January 18, 1866, the names of Farnum B. 
Wright, William Campbell, and Joseph Snevel were not given because 
it was supposed that the report might be sent to Congress and in the 
then condition of the investigation it was not deemed advisable to make 
the names of these witnesses public. Their testimony, however, was 
given at length, with the date of their depositions, with the fact that 
they had been taken before this Bureau. The recognition, therefore, of 
the testimony assailed and now withdrawn will be certain and easy on 
examining these several reports, a careful study of which, excluding 
from consideration this rejected evidence, will serve to show how 
strongly and impressively the findings of the military commission 
against Davis, Clay, and others are supported by other oral and writ- 
ten proofs which, though denounced by traitors and those sympathizing 
with the rebellion, have not been sufficiently contradicted. 

It is proper to remark that no discredit has attached to the numerous 
depositions and affidavits taken before this Bureau and elsewhere for 
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the purpose of proving the presence of C. ©. Clay in Canada for months 
preceding and up to, probably, a few days after the assassination of 
the President. With these depositions and affidavits Conover had no 
connection whatever, and the contidence originally entertained in their 
truthfulness remains unshaken. The history of Sanford Conover’s 
agency and its results has been given thus circumstantially in order 
that you may discard the testimony produced by him from considera- 
tion, and also in order that you may understand under what constant 
encouragements and apparently trustworthy assurances the inquiry 
committed to his hands was continued on iny part. These explanations 
have been made by me as a witness before the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary substantially as presented in this report, and in large degree in 
the same language herein employed.* 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
J. HOLT 
Judge-A dvocate- General. 


Hpgrs. MILITARY DisrRicr or For’ Monrosg, VA., 
July 5, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to forward report of Surgeon Cooper 
regarding health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. S. Volunteers. 


[Inclosure.] 
Fort MONROE, VA., July 4, 1866. 

Maj. Gen. N. A. MILEs, 

Comdg. Military District of Fort Monroe, Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Srr: I hereby report the health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis to 

be not as good as at my report of the 27th ultimo. For the last three 
or four days he has given indications of febrile excitement. His 
appetite is gradually leaving him and the amount he now eats is 
scarcely sufficient to sustain his system in a normal condition. He 
still complains of broken slumbers, stating-that the hailing of the 
sentinels breaks his rest and that it is almost impossible for him to 
sleep when his rest has once been disturbed. To this circumstance of 
broken slumber he attributes his want of recuperation. His general 
health is not improving as I would wish to see it, and as it was for a 
time after his receipt of the parole of the fort during the day. 

Your obedient servant, 

GEO. E. COOPER, 


Surgeon, U. S. Army. 


Hpers. MILITARY DisTRICT OF FoRT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., July 10 |11|, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to forward report of Surg. George E. 


Cooper regarding health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant 
te oa iad NELSON A. MILES, 


Major-General, U. S. Volunteers. 


*For report of the Committee on the Judiciary oa this subject, see Report No. 104, 
House of Representatives, Thirty-ninth Congress, first session, 
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[Inclosure. ] 


Fort MonrRog, VA., July 11, 1866. 
Maj. Gen. NELSON A. MILES, 
Comdg. Military District of Fort Monroe, Fort Monroe, Va.: 
Sir: I have to report the health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis as 
being somewhat less favorable than at my report of the 4th instant. 
He has had during the week past some slight febrile attacks, which, 
though but light, debilitate him. He is weaker than he was and walks 
less firmly. He states that his respiration, is better during his walks 
thanit was. His appetite does not improve and he eats but little. He 
still complains of inability to sleep. The slightest noise, he states, 
wakens him and he is then unable to sleep for a considerable length of 
time. 
Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8. Army. 


Hpqrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FORT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., July 12, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report no change in the health of 
state prisoner Jefferson Davis since yesterday’s report. 

I leave this evening for Massachusetts on ten days’ leave. Bvt. Brig. 
Gen. H. 8S. Burton, colonel Fifth U.S. Artillery, will be in command 
during my absence. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., July 18, 1866. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 


Sir: In answer to the resolution of the House of Representatives of 
thé 12th instant calling for a report of the number of deaths among 
Union soldiers while in Southern prisons, and also the deaths among 
rebel soldiers while held as prisoners of war, I have the honor to state 
that from the records of this office it appears that 26,436 deaths have 
been reported among the rebel prisoners of war, and 22,576 Union 
soldiers are reported as having died in Southern prisons. These 
numbers should be seen in comparison with the number of prisoners 
respectively held North and South, to wit: In the North there were 
about 220,000, while in the South there were a little more than half the 
number, to wit, about 126,952, as per reports received. It should also 
be noticed that while we have accurate reports of the deaths which 
occurred among rebel prisoners in the North, the reports from Southern 
prisons were exceedingly irregular, as appears by the report of the 
Christian Commission, showing that there were 676 Union soldiers died 
of which no report was made to this office. Add to which no reports 
of deaths were made from localities in the South, as Florence, 8S. C., 
and other places. The reports received from all prison stations in the 
South are believed to be very incomplete, with the exception of those 
received from Andersonville, Ga., Salisbury, N. C., Cahaba, Ala., and 
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Danville, Va. The number of deaths included in the Christian Com- 
mission report refer chiefly to battle-fields, with the exception of the 
616 whose graves were found at prison camps. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General, U. 8. Vols., Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


Fort MonRog, VA., July 18, 1866. 


Compa. OFFICER Mit. Dist. oF Fort MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 


Srr: I have the honor to report the health of state prisoner Jefferson 
Davis as slowly but surely growing worse. His appetite is poor, his 
muscular strength is diminishing, and his whole system is becoming 
debilitated. For the week past the febrile symptoms which I referred 
to last Wednesday have become daily more marked and are assuming 
a decided periodical type. This is more evident in the condition of his 
pulse than by the symptoms of open fever. Some two weeks since his 
pulse was languid and indicated sixty-two beats in a minute. It has 
daily increased until at present, at 11 o’clock this morning, it indicated 
102 beats the minute. The febrile symptoms, too, are appearing about 
an hour earlier each day. As the pulse declines in frequency heavy 
perspiration sets in, followed by considerable prostration. This com- 
bined with the severe heat now experienced increases the amount of 
his debility. I am informed by Mrs. Davis that in this manner the 
severe attacks of malarial fever which state prisoner Davis has here- 
tofore suitfered from have always been ushered in. Mr. Davis com- 
plains but little and is very reticent concerning his ailments, and it is 
with difficulty I can discover from him when he is more unwell than 
usual, 

In an official conversation had with Maj. Gen. Nelson A. Miles, U.S. 
Volunteers, on May 23, 1866, at his quarters at this post, I was told by 
him that he would hold me and that I would be held responsible for 
the health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis, and that he wished me to 
make such suggestions and recommendations as I deemed the preserva- 
tion of his health might demand. I therefore feel compelled to recom- 
mend that he be transferred to some garrison or fort on the sea-coast 
in some one of the Nortbern States in which malarial diseases are not 
endemic and where the heat of summer is Jess severe. Fort Adams, at 
Newport, is, I believe, the nearest, for those in New York Harbor are 
decidedly malarial. I likewise recommend that until he be removed 
trom here, if such should be considered proper by the authorities in 
Washington, all sources of noise at night be removed so that he may 
have unbroken sleep. 

I make these recommendations with the confident belief that they 
are necessary, for I am of opinion that he has not sufficient vital power 
tu stand up against a severe attack of malarial fever. 


Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. S. Army. 


| First indorsement. ] 


Hpers. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FORT MONROE, 
July 18, 1866. 


tfully forwarded. 
Respec Ay H. 8. BURTON, 


Brevet Brigadier-General, U. S. Army, Commanding. 
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(Second indorsement.] 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, July 23, 1866. 


Respectfully referred to the Surgeon-General. 
By order of the Secretary of War: 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 


Assistant Adjutant- General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington City, July 19, 1866. 


Hon. SCHUYLER COLFAX, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Siz: In compliance with a resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives dated July 12, directing the Secretary of War to report the num- 
ber of Union and rebel soldiers who died while held as prisoners of 
war, I have the honor to state that it appears by a report of the Com- 
missary-General of Prisoners: First. That 26,436 deaths of rebel pris- 
oners of war are reported. Second. That 22,576 Union soldiers are 
reported as having died in Southern prisons. 

The reports also show that 220,000 rebel prisoners were held in the 
North, and about 126,950 Union prisoners in the South. 


Your obedient servant, 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


Hpqrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FORT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., July 20, 1866. 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. E. D. TOWNSEND, ‘ 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., War Department, Washington, D. C.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report Surgeon Cooper informs me 
this morning that no material change has occurred in the health of 
state prisoner Jefferson Davis since his report of the 18th instant, 
except that his febrile symptoms appear to yield more readily to tlie 
remedies prescribed. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. S. BURTON, 
Brevet Brigadier-General, U. 8S. Army, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. MiuiTary District oF Fort Mongog, VA., 
July 23, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report the health of state prisoner 
Jefferson Davis about the same as usual. He complains of indi- 
gestion but thinks he has more strength than he had four days ago. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 


Hpqes. MILiTary DisTRI0oT oF Fort Monrog, 
Fort Monroe, Va., July 24, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General : 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report the health of state prisoner 
Jetferson Davis the same as yesterday’s report. During the warm 
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weather he takes but little exercise; usually remains at his wife’s quar- 
ters in the casemates during the day. 
Tam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 


Hpqrs. MitiraRy District OF ForT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., July 25, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose report of Surgeon George E. 
Cooper upon the health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 


[Inclosure.] 


Fort Monrog, VA., July 25, 1866. 
Compe. OFFICER MIL. Dist. oF Fort Monrog, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Sir: I report the health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis to be 
somewhat better than on the 18th instant. The febrile symptoms then 
showing themselves have yielded to medical treatment. This with the 
moderation of temperature has caused the improvement. He is still 
very feeble, has scarcely any appetite, and is in low condition. 

Your obedient servant, 
GEO. HE. COOPER, 


Surgeon, U. 8S. Army. 


Hpgrzs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FORT MONROE, 
Hort Monroe, Va., July 30, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report the health of state prisoner 
Jefferson Davis about the same as in last week’s reports. There has 
been but little change in his condition for several weeks. i do not 
think he improves either in appearance or strength, although he has 
every attention, both of the post surgeon and his wife, and the best of 
fare. 

I am, general, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 


Hpgrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FoRT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., July 31, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant- General : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report state prisoner Jefferson Davis 
as looking very well to-day and quite cheerful. His counsel, Mr. 
O’Conor, visited him to-day. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 


Major-General, U. S. Volunteers. 
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Hpors. MILITARY DISTRICT OF ForT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., August 1, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to forward report of Surgeon Cooper 
regarding health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 


[Inclosure. ] 


Fort MONROB, VA., August 1, 1866. 
Maj. Gen. N. A. MILES, 
Comdg. Military District of Fort Monroe, Fort Monroe, Va.: 
Sir: I report the health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis to be very 
much as on Wednesday last. He has at times febrile symptoms which 
decrease and augment from time to time. Hecomplainsof a tendency 
to vertigo on rising from his bed in the morning, which passes away in 
the course of half an hour. He complains, too, of a severe pain in the 
small of the back accompanied with a grating sensation on moving. 
This grating sensation, too, he experiences at the base of the skull. 
His appetite is about as usual, and I see no increase or diminution of 
muscular strength. 
Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8S. Army. 


Hpgrs. MiuiraRy District oF Fort MonrRog, VA., 
August 8, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General : 
GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose herewith report of Surgeon 
Cooper concerning health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. 8S. Volunteers. 


{Inclosure.] 


Fort MONROE, VA., August 8, 1866. 
Maj. Gen. N. A. MILES, : 
Comdg. Military District of Fort Monroe, Fort Monroe, Va. : 
Sir: I respectfully report the health of state prisoner Jefferson 
Davis to be much the same as on the 1st instant. During the week he 
has had slight febrile symptoms, which seem, however, to affect him but 
little. I see little or no improvement in appetite or muscular strength. 
Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8. Army. 


Hpaqrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FoRT MONKOE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., August 8, 1866. 
Bvt. Col. GEORGE E. Cooper, U.S. Army, 
Surgeon in Charge of Post Hospital, Fort Monroe, Va.: 
CoLoNEL: The major-general commanding directs you to report to 
these headquarters as to the present health, physical strength, and 
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general appearance of state prisoner Jefferson Davis compared with 
his condition in these respects when you first attended him profes- 
sionally; also the difference between his present condition and that 
when he was first paroled, and what exercise he takes daily. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. 8S. GANSEVOORT, 
First Lieut., Fifth Artillery, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTICE, 
August 8, 1866. 

Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War. 

From the new papers in the within case (of the alleged murder at 
Cahaba, Ala., in April, 1865, of Capt. H. S. Hanchett, Sixteenth 
Illinois Cavalry, a prisoner of war in the enemy’s hands) it appears 
that the investigation which has been instituted for the discovery of 
the whereabouts of those accused of the crime has met with but little 
success. Lieutenant-Colonel Jones, of the rebel Army, under whose 
orders it would seem that Hanchett was made away with, has not been 
found after careful search; nor has his adjutant, also implicated, been 
giscovered. The only one of the parties charged who has been reached 
is P. B. Vaughn, residing at Cahaba, who was one of the guard through 
whom the orders of Colonel Jones are reported as having been executed. 

Upon the facts which appear as tle result of the investigation this 
Bureau is of opinion that it would not be worth while to bring P. B. 
Vaughn, a mere subordinate of Jones, and, if guilty at all, far less 
guilty than his superior, to trial before a military commission apart 
trom his supposed associates. And in view of the failure to find and 
arrest Jones, Robinson, and Phelin Vaughn, and also of the fact 
that since the investigation was instituted the peace status has been 
restored in Alabama, the opinion is entertained that no further 
action on the part of the military authorities at this time is called for 
in this case. It is submitted, however, whether the same may not 
properly be referred, through the appropriate channel, to the Governor 
of Alabama, with the request that he will use his efforts to bring to 
justice before a civil court, when they shall be arrested, the perpetra- 
tors of this atrocious and cowardly murder of a U. S. officer in 
violation of the laws of civilized warfare. 

W. WINTHROP, 
Brevet Colonel and Judge- Advocate 
(In absence of the Judge-Advocate-General). 


Fort MONROE, VA., August 9, 1866. 
Maj. Gen. N. A. MILES, 
Commanding District of Fort Monroe, Fort Monroe, Va.: 

GENERAL: In reply to your communication of August 8, 1866, I have 
the honor to report that the present health and physical strength of 
state prisoner Jefferson Davis is much better than when I assumed the 
medical charge of him in December last. His appearance is much bet- 
ter; the wrinkled and shriveled condition of his skin has changed, and 
the sallow buckskin color has in a great measure left him. He does 
not complain as much of dyspeptic symptoms, and seems to have a bet- 
ter appetite. His whole digestive system seems to be improved. Were 
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it not for the febrile symptoms which have shown themselves during 
the last six or eight weeks he would be much better. I also state that 
the difference between his present condition and that on his receiving 
his parole is in some respects for the better. He does not give indica- 
tions of such nervousirritability ; the head symptoms areless frequent; he 
walks better; gives indications of more vitality, and shows less indica- 
tions of indigestion. He is less emaciated than then, though his mus- 
cles are small, soft, and indicate but little ability to withstand exercise 
of a moderately severe character. His vital condition is somewhat 
better than it was. He has not recuperated as I was led to expect 
from the indications given for the three or four weeks after receiving his 
parole. I do not think he has improved since June 27 to any extent. 
This may be attributed to the fever he has suffered from, which, though 
light, has served to prostrate his vital powers. I cannot state the 
amount of exercise he now takes daily. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Brevet Colonel and Surgeon, U. 8. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA, 
Richmond, Va., August 14, 1866. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL U.S. Army, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that in obedience to the in- 
structions contained in your letter of the 16th of June last I have 
caused investigation to be made in regard to the conduct of Richard 
Turner while a turnkey of Libby Prison during the war, and that I 
have been unable to find evidence of such misconduct to our prisoners 
as would justify his being brought before a military commission for 
trial. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant} 

ALFRED H. TERRY, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FORT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., August 15, 1866. 
General E, D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose weekly report of Surgeon 
Cooper, U.S. Army, regarding health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis. 
Most respecttully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. S. Volunteers. 


[Inclosure. ] 


Fort MonrRog, VA., August 15, 1866. 
Maj. Gen. N. A. MILES, 


Comdg. Military District of Fort Monroe, Fort Monroe, Va.: 
Sir: I have the honor to report the health of state prisoner Jeffer- 
son Davis to be much the same as for the last three weeks. This 
morning he complains of a severe headache. I observe that he appears 
better on alternate days. ‘This may be attributable to slight malarial 
poison, the evidence of which he showed in the febrile symptoms which 
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presented themselves some month since and which were subdued by 
the exhibition of quinine. His appetite is neither improving nor dimin- 
ishing. He states he gains but little strength. 
Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. S. Army. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington City, August 16, 1866. 
The Hon. HENRY STANBERRY, Attorney-General: 


Str: I have the honor to submit herewith for your consideration a 
copy of the report of a medical board on the 14th instant in relation to 
Jetterson Davis and the sanitary condition of Fortress Monroe. 

Your obedient servant, 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


[Inclosure.] 


SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington City, D. C., August 14, 1866. 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. J. K. BARNES, Surgeon-General U. 8. Army: 


Srr: In obedience to your instructions of the 10th instant, “‘to pro- 
ceed to Fortress Monroe, Va., to examine carefully into and report 
upon the present condition of health of state prisoner J. Davis, upon all 
that pertains to the preservation of the health of the prisoner, the sani- 
tary condition of the post, and the comparative healthfulness at the 
present time of l‘ortress Monroe, Va., and Fort Lafayette, New York 
Harbor,” we have the honor to report that, arriving at Fortress Monroe 
on the 12th instant, we visited prisoner Davis, and met him, returning 
from a walk, at the casemate now occupied by Mrs. Davis. His walk 
was steady and his physical appearance good. 

After a careful examination of the prisoner and from the statements 
made by the surgeon of the post and by the prisoner himself we are of 
the opinion that his health has improved in every respect during the 
last few weeks. His pulse marked seventy-six beats per minute and 
was moderately full and strong; expression of countenance, healthy; 
temperature of skin, natural. The prisoner stated that his appetite 
was fair and digestion good; that his dyspepsia had been mucherelieved 
since the arrival of his wife at Fortress Monroe, as she was able to have 
food prepared that he had a preference for and could readily digest (all 
his meals being now taken with her and prepared under her super- 
vision); that he had been free from neuralgia for some time past and 
slept quite well at night. It was also his opinion that he had increased 
in weight lately. He has had several slight febrile attacks within the 
past four weeks, which were promptly relieved by moderate doses of 
quinine and which did not at any time confine him to his bed or room. 
With this exception he had not suffered inconvenience from any other 
cause. He also informed us that he had not been confined to his room 
from sickuess for a long time. From our examination of the prisoner 
and from the evidence presented we are of the opinion that prisoner 
Davis’ health is now better than at any time since his arrival at Fortress 
Monroe. The measures adopted and now in use to preserve his health 
appear to be ample. 

The sanitary condition of Fortress Monroe is excellent and the ap- 
pearance of the soldiers stationed there very healthy. Fewer cases of 
malarial fever have occurred at that post, including the 12th instant, 
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for this month than for a corresponding period last month (nine cases 
this month, against twenty-eight cases for the entire month of July; 
the proportion should be the other way where malarial fever is 
endemic). In the post hospital but six patients were confined to their 
beds and these were cases of injury and venereal disease. 

The comparative healthfulness of Fortress Monroe and Fort Lafay- 
ette, New York Harbor, appears from the reports of these respective 
posts for the five months from June to October, inclusive, for the year 
1865, as follows: 

Fortress Monroe, Va., ratio per thousand constantly sick ...-.....-. £255. SEER 67 
Fort Lafayette, New York Harbor, ratio per thousand constantly sick..-.-..-..- 118 

Malarial fever is not uncommon at all the military posts in New York 
Harbor and its vicinity during the summer and fall months, and cases 
of cholera have occurred at several of those posts during the present 
summer. As yet no case of cholera has appeared at Fortress Monroe. 
In our opinion there is not a more salubrious military post on the 
Atlantic sea-board at the present time than Fortress Monroe, Va. 

We remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
C. H. CRANE, 
Assistant Surgeon-General U. 8S. Army. 
J. SIMPSON, 
Brevet’ Colonel and Surgeon, U. S. Army. 


HpaQrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FoRT MONROE, VA., 
August 17, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report state prisoner Jefferson Davis 
appears the same and as usual to-day. He is looking very thin in 
flesh and apparently not strong, although his walk is erect and step 
elastic. There has been a gradual change in his appearance during his 
confinement here, but perhaps not more than might be expected in a 
man of his years and in depressed spirits. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major. General, U. 8. Volunteers. 


HpDqQrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FoRT MONROE, VA., 
August 22, 1866. 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to forward report of Surgeon Cooper 
regarding the health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 


[Inclosure.] 


Fort MONROE, VA., August 22, 1866. 
Maj. Gen. N. A. MILES, _ ‘ pers 
Comdg. Military District of Fort Monroe, Fort Monroe, Va.: 
Str: I respectfully report the health of state prisoner Jefferson 
Davis to be much the same as on the 15th instant. He states that he 
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feels better every alternate day and worse on the other days. His 
appetite, he informs me, is as usual. He eats but little and never 
feels hungry. He complains of pain and stiffness in his spinal column 
at the lower part, which interferes with rising when seated. I observe 
that he walks better and more firmly than he did. His digestion 
appears to be good, though he has a tendency to constipation. 
Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8S. Army. 


Hpgrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF ForRT Monrok, VA., 
August 24, 1866. 
Hon. E. M. STantron, Secretary of War: 

Sir: I have received the order of the President mustering me out of 
service September 1. As I have received no other appointment I fear 
that the President is dissatisfied with my course here, or perhaps 
credits some of the base slanders ahd foulest accusations which the dis- 
loyal press have heaped upon me. Iam ready to vindicate my course 
to all honorable men, and here state that as far as the confinement of 
Jefferson Davis is concerned he has received impartial treatment— 
better than any other Government would have given him, and as much 
leniency as the dignity of the Government would justify. 

As I have been here fifteen months since his first imprisonment I 
would have preferred to remain one month longer until he was removed 
from this place, at which time I intended to tender my resignation. I 
would now ask this slight consideration in justice to my own reputa- 
tion, which has cost many sacrifices and as highly prized as life. If I 
am to receive another appointment.in the reorganization of the Army 
of course I cheerfully abide any orders; if not, I would most respect- 
fully request to remain until October 5 and then aHowed to resign. I 
regret being obliged to trouble you with so small a matter, but it is 
very important to me and one which I feel very sensitive about. You 
have been more than a friend to me, and I hope sqme day to be able to 
serve you in return for your many kindnesses to me. 

I have the honor to remain, with the highest respect, your obedient 


servant 
: NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. S. Volunteers. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, War DeEpt., ADJ. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 431. } Washington, August 29, 1866. 


* * * * * * * 


5. Maj. Gen. N. A. Miles, U. S. Volunteers, is relieved from duty at 
Fort Monroe, Va., and will report in person to the Adjutant-General. 
He will bring with him the confidential records pertaining to his late 
command and deliver them to the Adjutant-General. 

* * * * * * * 


By order of the Secretary of War: 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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PRIVATE. | Hpgrs. Miu. District oF ForT MONROE, VA., 
August 30, 1866. 
Hon. EpwIn M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 

Srr: I most respectfully and earnestly request that the order mus- 
tering me out of service September 1 be suspended ove month, or 
until October 5, for this reason, viz: I have been here fifteen months 
during the imprisonment of Jefferson Davis and been the subject of 
every kind of abuse, which I consider has been unjust and an injury to 
my reputation. His friends have demanded my removal and are still 
doing so through their papers. I am of course responsible for my 
action here and. am willing to take the responsibility one month longer. 

Hoping this slight consideration will be granted me in justice to my 
own reputation, and for the credit of the Government, which I think it 
affects alike, or will in history, 

I have the honor to remain, with the highest respect, your obedient 
servaut, 

NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 


Hpqgrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FoRT MONROE, VA., 
August 30, 1866. 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 
GENERAL: Inclosed I forward report of Surgeon Cooper regarding 
health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis. 
I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 


P. S.—Your order has not been received at this office. 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 


[Inclosure. } 


ForT MONROE, VA., August 29, 1866. 
CompG. OFFICER MIL. Dist. oF FoRT MONROE, , 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Sir: I respectfully report the health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis 
to be somewhat better than on the 22d instant. The indications of 
malarial poison are not so distinct as they were and appear to have 
yielded to the action of quinine which he has taken. He states his 
appetite to be slightly improved. The exhibition of fruit has relieved, 
in @ manner, the tendency to constipation. He complains to-day of a 
pain in the head, caused by having got chilled by sleeping in a draft of 
damp air, 

Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8S. Army. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } HpaQrs. MIL. COMMAND oF N. CAROLINA, 
No. 35. Raleigh, N. C., August 30, 1866. 
I, * * * Before a military commission, which convened at 


Raleigh, N. C., February 21, 1866, pursuant to Special Orders, No. 35, 
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dated headquarters Department of North Carolina, Raleigh, N. C., 
February 8, 1866, and of which Col. W. W. Wheeler, Twenty-eighth 
Michigan Infantry, is president, was arraigned and tried— 


John H. Gee, late keeper of the rebel military prison at Salisbury, N. C. 


CuHaRGE I: Violation of the laws and customs of war. 


. 8 ane 1.—In this, that John H. Gee, while being, or claiming to be, a major 
in the rebel military service, and as such being in command and charge of the prison 
established and used by the rebel Government or military authorities at Salisbury, 
N.C., for the confinement of prisoners of war, taken and held as such from the armies 
of the United States of America, and being in charge of a large number of such pris- 
oners, to wit, the number of 10,000 or thereabouts, there assembled, and as such 
commandant fully clothed with authority, and in duty bound to treat and care and 
provide for such prisoners, and while the said prisoners at said prison, and in his 
charge as such commandant, were in a condition of extreme want and suffering, as 
well as many of them illand dying, by reason of the utter and continued insufficiency 
of the rations, clothing, shelter, and medical attendance, and of the cold and exposure 
to which they were constantly subjected, and of the small and narrow limits to which 
they were confined, did, willfully and maliciously, and in violation of the laws and 
usages of civilized warfare, utterly fail and neglect to-provide, or cause to be pro- 
vided, or to attempt to have provided, for the said prisoners, confined as aforesaid, 
and in his charge as such commandant at said prison, proper or sufficient rations, 
clothing, fuel, shelter, water, or hospital attendance; that by reason of such willful 
and malicious failure and neglect the said prisoners were never supplied with food 
either of a quality or quantity sufficient to preserve health or sustain life, and the 
food furnished being often of the most disgusting and loathsome description; also, 
that by reason thereof none of the said prisoners were supplied with sufiicient water 
for culinary purposes or even for a thirst, or with wood, except in very small 
and inadequate quantities, and this though an ample supply of water and wood could 
easily have been obtained in the immediate neighborhood of said prison and readily 
transported to the same by the prisoners themselves; also, that by reason thereof no 
clothing was supplied to the said prisoners, many of them being left during the 
severity of winter without clothes, shoes, blankets, or other adequate or suitable 
covering for their persons, and even without straw or other suitable thing on which 
to lie; also, that by reason thereof the shelter furnished said prisoners was entirely 
insufficient to protect them from the inclemency of the weather, a great number of 
whom, therefore—as well as on account of the insufficiency of clothing and wood as 
aforesaid—were obliged to burrow in the ground of said prison as the only means of 
protection; also, that by reason thereof the hospital accommodations and medical 
attendance furnished said prisoners when sick were so slight and inadequate that 
when once sent to the hospital of said prison the said sick rarely returned alive 
therefrom; and that by reason, further, of such willful and malicious failure and 
neglect a very great number of said prisoners, to wit, the number of about 1,200 
per month, whose names are unknown, died from disease, starvation, and exposure. 
All these and other wrongs to the said prisoners, confined as aforesaid, he, the said 
Gee, then and there did. This, at Salisbury, N. C.,in or about the months of Novem- 
ber and December, 1864. reg eat 
Specification 2.—In this, that John H. Gee, while being, or claiming to be, a major in 
the rebel military service, and as such being in command and charge of the prison 
established and used by the rebel Government or military authorities at Salisbury, 
N. C., for the confinement of prisoners of war, taken and held as such from thé armies 
of the United States of America, and being in charge of a large number of such pris- 
oners there assembled, to wit, the number of 10,000 or thereabouts, and while the 
said prisoners at said prison, and in his charge as such commandant, were in a condi- 
tion of extreme want and suffering, as well as many of them ill and dying, on account 
of the utter and continued insufficiency of the rations, clothing, shelter, and medical 
attendance furnished for them, and the cold and exposure to which they were con- 
stantly subjected, did, when sundry citizens of Salisbury, acquainted with the 
condition of the said prisoners as aforesaid, offered and attempted to relieve said 
prisoners by administering in some degree to their wants, and by slight acts of kind- 
ness and charity, which could in no manner have tended to relax the discipline of 
said prison, cruelly, and in violation of the laws and usages of civilized warfare, 
prohibit said citizens from so relieving the said prisoners; and this, although he, the 
said Gee, as well as the said rebel Government and authorities, then and there, alto- 
gether failed and neglected to properly provide for the wants and necessities of said 
yrisoners. This, at Salisbury, N. C., in or about the months of November and 


ecember, 1864, 
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CHarcE II: Murder, in violation of the laws of war. 


Specification 1.—In this, that John H. Gee, while being, or claiming to be, a major 
in the rebel military service, and as such being in command and charge of the prison 
established and used by the rebel Government or military authorities at Salisbury, 
N. C., for the confinement of prisoners of war, taken and held as such from the 
armies of the United States of America, and being in charge of a large number of such 
prisoners there assembled, to wit, the number of 10,000 or thereabouts, did—upon 
the occasion of a slight disturbance engaged in by a very small number of the said 
prisoners at said prison, and in which disturbance the prisoners other than said 
small number took no part, and which disturbance was caused by the sufferings of 
the said prisoners from starvation, for which the said Gee was responsible, and 
which disturbance the said Gee could have quelled and terminated by the arrest of 
the few principally concerned therein, and by the use of moderate force and the ordi- 
nary means of enforcing discipline which were at his command—willfully, feloniously, 
recklessly, and in violation of the laws and usages of civilized warfare, order the entire 
prison guard to fire upon the mass of prisoners in the inclosure of said prison, indis- 
criminately, and did further order two pieces of artillery—one loaded with scrap iron 
and one loaded with round shot or shell, and one of said pieces being placed at the 
time within about ten yards of the tents of said prisoners—to be fired upon the mass 
of said prisoners, and in pursuance of said orders, maliciously and murderously given 
as aforesaid, the said guard did then and there fire upon said prisoners, whereby, and 
by means of which said firing, ten of said prisoners of war, in his charge, at such 
prison (whose names are unknown) who were sleeping or remaining in their tents at 
the time, were then and there killed, and a large number of others—the number and 
their names unknown—were wounded, and afterward died of their wounds, all, or 
nearly all, who were thus killed or who died from wounds thus received being in no 
wise engaged in said disturbance. This, at Salisbury, N. C., on or about the 25th 
day of November, 1864. 

Specification 2.—In this, that the said John H. Gee, while being, or claiming to be, 
a major in the rebel military service, and as such being in command and charge of 
the prison established and used by the rebel Government or military authorities at 
Salisbury, N. C., for the confinement of prisoners of war, taken and held as sugh 
from the armies of the United States of America, and being in charge of a large 
number of such prisoners there assembled, feloniously, willfully, and of his malice 
aforethought, did, needlessly and without cause, order the guard at said prison to fire 
upon said prisoners therein confined, and in pursuance of said order, maliciously 
and murderously given as aforesaid, one of the said guard, whose name is unknown, 
did, with a musket loaded with gunpowder and bullet, then and there fire upon the 
said prisoners, inflicting upon Lieut. John Davis, One hundred and fifty-fifth New 
York Infantry, one of the said prisoners confined in the said prison, a mortal wound 
with the musket aforesaid, of which he, the said Lieutenant Davis, died. This, at 
Salisbury, N. C., on or about the 16th day of October, 1864. 

Specification 3.—In this, that the said John H. Gee, while being, or claiming to be, 
a major in the rebel military service, and as such being in command and charge of 
the prison established and used by the rebel Government or military authorities at 
Salisbury, N. C., for the confinement of prisoners of war, taken and held as such 
from the armies of the United States of America, and being in charge of a large 
number of such prisoners there assembled, feloniously, willfully, and of his malice 
aforethought, did, needlessly and without cause, order the guard at said prison to 
fire upon said prisoners therein confined, and in pursuance of said order, maliciously 
and murderously given, as aforesaid, one of the said guard, whose name is unknown, 
did, with a musket loaded with gunpowder and bullet, then and there fire upon the 
said prisoners, inflicting upon one of the said prisoners, whose name is unknown, a 
mortal wound with the musket aforesaid, of which he, the said prisoner, died. This, 
at Salisbury, N. C., on or about the 27th day of October, 1864. 

Specification 4.—In this, that the said John H. Gee, while being, or claiming to be, 
a major in the rebel military service, and as such being in command and charge of 
the prison established and used by the rebel Government or military authorities at 
Salisbury, N. C., for the confinement of prisoners of war, taken and held as such 
from the armies of the United States of America, and being in charge of a large 
number of stich prisoners there assembled, feloniously, willfully, and of his malice 
aforethought, did, needlessly and without cause, order the guard at said prison to 
fire upon said prisoners therein confined, and in pursuance of said order, maliciously 
and murderously given, as aforesaid, one of the said guard, whose name is unknown, 
did, with a musket loaded with gunpowder and bullet, then and there fire upon the 
said prisoners, inflicting upon one of the said prisoners, whose name is unknown, a 
mortal wound with the musket aforesaid, of which he, the said prisoner, died. This, 
at Salisbury, N. C., on or about the 30th day of November, 1864. 

Specification 5.—In this, that the said John H. Gee, while being, or claiming to be, 
@ major in the rebel military service, and as such being in command and charge of 
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the prison established and used by the rebel Government or military authorities at 
Salisbury, N. C., for the confinement of prisoners of war, taken and held as such 
from the armies of the United States of America, and being in charge of a large 
number of such prisoners there assembled, feloniously, willfully, and of his malice 
aforethought, did, needlessly and without cause, order the guard at said prison to 
fire upon said prisoners therein confined, and in pursuance “i said order, maliciously 
and murderously given, as aforesaid, one of the guard, whose name is unknown, 
did, with a musket loaded with gunpowder and bullet, then and there fire upon the 
said prisoners, inflicting upon one of the said prisoners, whose name is unknown, a 
mortal wound with the musket aforesaid, of which he, the said prisoner, died. This, 
at Salisbury, N. C., on or about the 1st day of December, 1864. 

Specification 6.—In this, that the said John H. Gee, while being, or claiming to be, 
a major in the rebel military service, and as such being in command and charge of 
the prison established and used by the rebel Government or military authorities at 
Salisbury, N, C., for the confinement of prisoners of war taken and held as such from 
the armies of the United States of America, and being in charge of a large number of 
such prisoners there assembled, feloniously, wilifully, and of his malice aforethought, 
did, needlessly and without cause, order the guard at said prison to tire upon the pris- 
oners therein confined, and in pursuance of said order, maliciously and murderously 
given, as aforesaid, one of the said guard, whose name is unknown, did, with a mus- 
ket loaded with gunpowder and bullet, then and there fire upon the said prisoners, 
inflicting upon Moses Smith, a colored soldier, one of the said prisoners confined in 
the said prison, a mortal wound with the musket aforesaid, of which he, the said 
Moses Smith, died. This, at Salisbury, N. C., on or about the 16th day of Decem- 
ber, 1864. : 

Specification 7.—In this, that the said John H. Gee, while being, or claiming to be, 
a major in the rebel military service, and as such being in command and charge of 
the prison established and used by the rebel Government or military authorities at 
Salisbury, N. C., for the confinement of prisoners of war, taken and held assuch from 
the armies of the United States of America, and being in charge of a large number of 
such prisoners there assembled, feloniously, willfully, and of his malice aforethought, 
did, needlessly and without cause, order the guard at said prison‘to fire upon the said 
pTisoners therein confined, and in pursuance of said order, maliciously and murder- 
ously given, as aforesaid, one of the said guard, whose name is unknown, did, with 
a musket loaded with gunpowder and bullet, then and there fire upon the said pris- 
oner, inflicting upon Frank Graham, an enlisted man of Company D, Sixth Ohio Infan- 
try, one of the said prisoners confined in the said prison, a mortal wound with the 
musket aforesaid, of which he, the said Frank Graham, died. This, at Salisbury, 
N. C., on or about the 8th day of December, 1864. 


To which charges and specifications the prisoner pleaded, not guilty. 
FINDING. 


The commission, having maturely considered the evidence adduced, does find to 
exist the following facts as set forth in the first specification of the first charge, to 
the exclusion of all words not quoted, to wit: Nit - 

“That John H. Gee, while being, or claiming to be, a major in the rebel military 
service, and as such being in command and charge of the prison established and used 
by the rebel Government or military authorities at Salisbury, N. C., for the confine- 
ment of prisoners of war, taken and held as such from the armies of the United States 
of America, and being in charge of a large number of such prisoners, to wit, the num- 
ber of 10,000 or thereabouts, there assembled, and as such commandant in duty bound 
to treat and care and provide for such prisoners, and while the prisoners at said 
prison, and in his charge as such commandant, were in a condition of extreme want 
and suffering, as well as many of them ill and dying, by reason of the utter and con- 
tinued insufficiency of the rations, clothing, shelter, and medical attendance, and of 
the cold and exposure to which they were constantly subjected, and of the small and 
narrow limits to which they were confined, did fail to provide or cause to be provided 
for the said prisoners, confined as aforesaid, and in his charge as such commandant 
at said prison, proper or sufficient rations, clothing, fuel, shelter, water, or hospital 
attendance; that by reason of such failure the said prisoners were never supplied 
with food either of a quality or quantity sufficient to preserve health or sustain life; 
also, that by reason thereof none of the said prisoners were supplied with sufficient 
water for culinary purposes, or even for satisfying thirst, or with wood, except in 
very small and inadequate quantities, and this though an ample supply of water and 
wood could have been obtained in the immediate neighborhood of said prison and 
transported to the same by the prisoners themselves; also, that by reason thereof no 
clothing was supplied to thesaid prisoners, many of them being left during the sever- 
ity of winter without clothes, shoes, blankets, or other adequate or suitable covering 
for their persons and without straw or other suitable thing on which to lie; also, 
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that by reason thereof the shelter furnished said prisoners was entirely insufficient 
to protect them from the inclemency of the weather, a great number of whom, there- 
fore—as well as on account of the insufficiency of clothing and wood, as aforesaid— 
were obliged to burrow in the ground of said prison as the only means of protection ; 
also, that by reason thereof the hospital accommodations and medical attendance 
furnished said prisoners when sick were so slight and inadequate that when once 
sent to the hospital of said prison the sick rarely returned alive therefrom; and that 
by reason, further, of such failure a very great number of said prisoners, to wit, the 
number of about 500 per month, whose names are unknown, died from disease, starva- 
tion, and exposure. This, at Salisbury, N, C., in or about the months of November 
and December, 1864.” 

And the commission, attaching no responsibility to the said John H. Gee other than 
for weakness in retaining position when unable to carry out the dictates of human- 
ity, and belteving that higher authorities of the rebel Government were fully responsi- 
ble for all the alleged violations of the laws and custome of war, finds of the specifi- 
cation, not guilty. : 

Of the second specification to the first charge, uot guilty. 

Of the first charge, not guilty. 


Charge LI. 


Of the first specification, not guilty. 

Of the second specification, not guilty. 

Of the third specification, not guilty. 

Of the fourth specification, not guilty. 

Of the fifth specification, not guilty. 

Of the sixth specification, not guilty. 

Of the seventh specification, not guilty. 

Of the charge, not guilty. 

And the commission does therefore acyuit the said John H. Gee. 


Il. * * * In approving the proceedings and findings in this case 
the commanding general cannot agree with the commission that the 
only responsibility of the accused was “weakness in retaining position” 
as commandant of the prison. While the evidence clearly establishes 
the fact that higher authorities of the rebel Government were fully 
responsible for these violations of the laws and customs of war, and 
that the accused was constantly calling their attention to the condition 
of the prison and asking for supplies, it is believed that he had it in 
his power to relieve much of the suffering of the prisoners under his 
charge. There was an abundant supply of running water and wood 
enough for fuel and shelter within a quarter of a mile of the prison pen. 
Men who had served in the field would soon have built huts for them- 
selves if permitted to do so. Not only were prisoners starved, but 
suffered for want of water and fuel—which they might have procured 
themselves—because it was feared they might effect their escape. Pris- 
oners were shot down in cold blood and the perpetrators of these murders 
were allowed to go unpunished. There seems to have been more anxiety 
to prevent the escape of prisoners of war than to preserve their lives. 

Iife:* ASB v0 & The military commission of which Col. W..W. Wheeler, 
Twenty-eighth Michigan Infantry, is president is hereby dissolved. 

By command of Brevet Major-General Robinson: 

J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


RICHMOND, August 31, 1866. 
Hon. FE. M. STANTON, Secretary of War United States: 


Sir: You will recollect my calling on you some months since when 
you, at my request, released R. R. Turner from confinement in the 
Libby Prison here on parole to answer, &c. General A. H. Terry, 
just before he left this Department, informed me he had reported to the 
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Adjutant-General of the United States that on examination no charges 
had or could be preferred against Turner, and recommended his final 
discharge. May | now ask of you the official and personal kindness to 
forward that discharge to, 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN H. GILMER, 
Box 707, Richmond Post- Office. 


[First indorsement. ] 


Wak DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTICE, 
September 14, 1866. 

Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War. 

In view of the within recent report of General Terry that evidence 
cannot, upon investigation, be found sufficient to warrant bringing this 
man to trial by a military court, no motive is perceived to remain for 
continuing in his case even the inconsiderable restraint of a parole. 

J. HOLT, 
Judge-Advocate- General. 


(Sécond indorsement. ] 


Wak DEPARTMENT, September 19, 1866. 
Respectfully referred to the Adjutant-General with directions to 
carry into effect the suggestions of the Judge-Advocate-General by 
giving a release from the parole. 
By order of the Secretary of War: 
L. H. PELOUZE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hpgrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF ForRT MONROE, VA., 
Fort Monroe, Va., September 2, 1866. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. H. S. Burton, U.S: Army, 
Commanding Post of Fort Monroe, Va.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to state that owing to the absence of 
Major-General Miles you are in command of this district. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. S. GANSEVOORT, 
First Lieut., Fifth Artillery, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, September 3,-1866. 
Maj. Gen. NELSON A. MILES, 
Commanding, Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Orders were mailed to you at 3 p. m. August 30 relieving you from 
duty at Fort Monroe, and directing you to report in person to the 
Adjutant-General, bringing with you the confidential records pertain- 
ing to your late command. Your appointment of colonel awaits you 


h a 
my E. D.. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Fort Monrog, VA., September 5, 1866. 


CompG. OFFICER MIL. Dist. oF ForRT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Srr: I respectfully report the condition of state prisoner Jefferson 
Davis to be somewhat less favorable than at the time of my last com- 
munication. He complains of neuralgic pains, is restless, and appears 
more debilitated than usual. He states that his muscular strength is 
growing less. His pulse is somewhat more rapid than it has been dur- 
ing the week. The skin of his hands is cold and clammy. His face 
gives indication of more mental anxiety than is generally observable 
uponit. His appetite is as usual, and he sleeps no better than heretofore. 


Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8. Army. 


(Indorsement. ] 


Hpgrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FORT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., September 6, 1866. 


Respectfully forwarded to Bvt. Maj. Gen. E. D. Townsend, assistant 
adjutant-general, War Department, Washington, D. C. 
H. S. BURTON, 
Brevet Brigadier-General, U. 8S. Army, Commanding. 


JUDGE-ADVOCATE’S OFFICE, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, September 10, 1866. 
General J. HOLT, Judge-Advocate-General: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of 8th instant, in which you state, “A base endeavor is being made 
through the disloyal press of the country, acting in the interests of 
Jefferson Davis and the rebellion and in co operation with Sanford 
Conover, to impress the public mind with the belief that I in some way 
countenanced or was involved with Conover in the subornation of the 
witnesses produced by him before the Bureau of Military Justice, aud 
whose testimony is now discredited as having been fabricated by him- 
self.” You also state, ‘‘A further impression is sought to be made, in 
utter disregard to the facts, that the crime thus committed by Conover 
was not discovered by any agency of mine, but in despite of endeavors 
on my part to prevent the exposure.” And inasmuch as I, your agent 
and acting under your directions, was connected with exposing and dis- 
closing the falsity of the testimony produced by Conover and his subor- 
nation of witnesses, you.request me to “make a very brief but distinct 
statement of all that occurred in connection with this testimony in any 
manner bearing on the atrocious calumnies against me, &e.” In com- 
pliance with your request I respectfully state that on the 2th of April 
last you informed me that certain persons had made depositions before 
the Bureau of Military Justice relative to the alleged connection of 
Jefferson Davis, C. C. Clay, and others with the assassination of Presi- 
dent Lincoln, That the Judiciary Committee of the House of Repre- 
sentatives were investigating the matter, and you were unwilling that 
the depositions should be received as testimony without being tested 
and verified by the personal examination and cross-examination of the 
witnesses by the committee. You seemed anxious that the witnesses 
should be produced before the committee, and directed and instructed 
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me to proceed to New York and obtain their attendance. You fur- 
nished me with the names and probable whereabouts of the witnesses, 
viz: Sanford Conover, post-office address, Station A, New York; Joseph 
Snevel, post-office address, Station D, New York; William Campbell, 
Farnum B. Wright, and John McGill, supposed to be in or about New 
York; John H. Patten, supposed to be in Saint Louis; Sarah Douglass 
and Mary Knapp, supposed to bein Canada. You advised that Wright 
should be sent to find Patten and Conover to go to Canada for the two 
women. You sent a telegram to Snevel to mect me at the Astor House 
the morning of the 27th of April and gave me a letter of introduction 
to Conover, of which the following is a true copy: 


Wak DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTICE, 
Washington, D. C., April 26, 1866. 
Mr. SANFORD CONOVER: 


DEAR Sir: This will be presented to you by Colonel Turner, judge-advocate, 
who will communicate with you fully in regard to the business which takes him to 
New York, The Judiciary Committee of the House of Representatives are anxious 
to secure at as early a day as possible the attendance of the witnesses named in a 
list in Colonel Turner’s hands and I write to request that you will at once uso all 
your efforts to secure that result. You probably know the whereabouts of most of 
them and through your personal exertions, aided by others, may succeed in bringing 
these witnesses, or at least the greater part of them, before the committee. I saw 
Mr. Wilson this morning, who read me your letter, and it is at his instance that I 
write you, having no doubt that from the information you have and your past faith- 
fulness you will be both able and willing to do in the interest of truth and public 
justice wht is now required of you. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


J. HOLT, 
Judge-Advocate-General. 


The sole object of said letter was my introduction to Conover to 
have him aid in procuring the witnesses before the committee. All 
the witnesses were unknown to me, and I was not before advised that 
their depositions had been taken. And there was no intimation that 
there was any suspicion entertained by any one that their testimony 
was not perfectly truthful and reliable. I arrived at the Astor House 
on the morning of April 27 last, and, after repeated delays and annoy- 
ing difficulties, obtained interviews with Conover, Campbell, and 
Snevel, and a copy of my report in this regard, made at your request 
to the Judiciary Committee, is herewith inclosed.* Through the dis- 
closures of Campbell and otherwise I ascertained, undoubtedly, that 
all the witnesses procured by Conover before the Bureau of Military 
Justice deposed under fictitious names; that their verified state- 
ments were false and fabricated by Conover; and that Conover, in the 
service of confederated rebels, was the author of the atrocious scheme 
which resulted in such astounding perjuries and subornations. Thurs- 
day, May 3, I returned to Washington and Campbell accompanied me. 
After reporting to you, and yourinterview with Campbell, a telegram 
was sent at your instance to Conover, requesting his immediate 
attendance before the Judiciary Committee. Conover, having no sus- 
picion that Campbell and myself were in Washington, came on at 
once, and, greatly to his surprise, he was confronted by Campbell in 
the Judiciary Committee room, which was the result of an arrange- 
ment between you, Mr. Wilson, chairman of the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and myself. After Oampbell had been examined Conover 
asserted that the statement of Campbell that the testimony given by 
him before the Bureau of Military Justice had been fabricated by him 
(Conover) was false, and the Judiciary Committee permitted him to return 


* See June 2, p. 921. 
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to New York in charge of the sergeant-at-arms to procure the attend- 
ance of the witnesses whose depositions had been taken with those ot 
Campbell, Snevel, and others. He left that officer on arriving at the 
Astor House and could not afterward be found. At your instance and 
under your directions I again went to New York, May 15, with Camp- 
bell and the sergeant-at-arms to subpcena the other witnesses and 
procure their attendance before the Judiciary Committee. Snevel, 
McGill, Wright, and Patten were found and subpeenaed, and I returned 
with Snevel to Washington. The others failed to appear. Snevel was 
examined by the committee and fully corroborated Campbell as to the 
falsity and fabrication of the depositions. Again referring you to the 
copy of my report to the Judiciary Committee, inclosed, which furnishes 
in greater detail the action taken by me while acting under your direc- 
tions and instructions, I beg leave to state in conclusion that, in my 
judgment, the base calumnies with which traitors, confessed perjurers 
and suborners, are pursuing you are as preposterous as atrocious, and 
will result in increasing instead of lessening the enduring confidence 
of all true-hearted and honest-minded men in your eminent fidelity and 
faithfulness as a governmental officer, and your undonbted loyalty as 
a citizen. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. C. TURNER, 
Judge- Advocate. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTICE, 
Washington, D. C., September 11, 1866. 
Hon. EDWIN M. STANTON, Secretary of War: 


Sir: I have the honor to state that recently charges of the utmost 
gravity, affecting my official integrity and conduct, have been pre- 
ferred against me before the country, to the effect that while acting as 
Judge-Advocate-General and as ‘judge-advocate of the military com- 
mission which tried the assassins of the late President I suborned tes- 
timony which was used upon that trial and secured the conviction of 
Mrs. Surratt, one of the prisoners, against whom, as is alleged by the 
accusation, there was no testimony whatever; and further, that in the 
depositions of certain witnesses produced by Sanford Conover and 
examined before the Bureau of Military Justice I united with said 
Conover, or had knowledge of the crime which he committed, in the 
fabrication of the evidence which they thus gave, such evidence having 
reference to the complicity of Jefferson Davis and Clement C.-Clay in 
the assassination of President Lincoln. As these accusations, utterly 
false and groundless as I pronounce them to be, and as they are believed 
to be known by those who have given them utterance to be, are of the 
gravest import and directly call in question my official integrity, and 
must, if credited, destroy all confidence in me as a public officer and in 
the Bureau over which I preside, it seems to be a solemn duty on the 
part of the Government to have them investigated and a record of che 
truth made. My official honor and that of this Bureau, as well as that 
of the military service with which I am connected, imperatively demand 
this. I seek and challenge the severest scrutiny of my official conduct, 
in all the matters to which these atrocious accusations relate, which 
can be instituted in the interest of truth and justice. I therefore 
respectfully but earnestly ask that under the Articles of War a court 
of inquiry, composed of officers of high rank and national reputation, 
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be appointed, whose duty it shall be to thoroughly examine each and 
all of said charges as preferred against me, and that said court shall be 
required not merely to report the facts but to give their opinion on the 
merits of the case. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


J udge-Advocate- General, 


[Indorsement.*] 


This application having been submitted to the President and con- 
sidered by him, it is not deemed to be expedient to order a court of 
inquiry. The President is entirely satisfied with the honesty and 
fidelity of the Judge-Advocate-General in the matters referred to in 
the application, and that there is no ground to impeach his personal or 
official honor and integrity, and that his conduct requires no inquiry 
or vindication. For this reason a court of inquiry is deemed unneces- 
sary. In this view the Secretary of War fully concurs. 


Fort MONROE, VA., September 12, 1866. 
CompG. OFFICER MIL. Dist. oF Fort MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Str: I would respectfully report the health of state prisoner Jeffer. 
son Davis to be much the same as. at last report. He complains of a 
rheumatic affection of the right shoulder and arm and of being weaker 
than heretofore. 

Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8S. Army. 


{Indorsement.] 


Hpqgrs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FoRT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va., September 13, 1866. 


Respectfully forwarded. 
H. 8. BURTON, 
Brevet Brigadier-General, U. 8. Army, Commanding. 


FortT MONROE, VA., September 16, 1866. 


CompG. OFFICER MIL. Dist. oF ForRT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 

S1r: I would respectfully report that the physical condition of state 
prisoner Jefferson Davis is much the same as on my report of the 12th 
instant.t 

Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8S. Army. 


*In handwriting of Mr. Stanton but not signed. 
t This and all subsequent reports of the medical officer at Fort Monroe were regu- 
larly forwarded (by indorsement) by the commanding officer to the Adjutant-General 
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Fort Monrog, VA., September 19, 1866. 


CompG. OFFICER MIL. Dist. oF FoRT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Sir: I respectfully report the health of state prisoner Jefferson 
Davis to be much the same as on the 16th instant. He complains still 
of the rheumatic affection of the right shoulder, and also of a sensa- 
tion of fullness of the head, with a tendency to vertigo. His pulse 
indicates seventy-two beats in a minute, is full and compressible. He 
states his appetite to be poor, though his digestion is comparatively 
good. He sleeps better than heretofore. 

Your obedient servant, 
GEO, EK. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8S. Army. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, September 22, 1866. 
Mr. R. R. TURNER, Richmond, Va.: 
(Care John H. Gilmer, esq.) 

Sir: I have respectfully to inform you that by direction of the Sec- 
retary of War you are hereby released from the terms of a parole upon 
which you were enlarged from Libby Prison June 18, 1866. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Fort MONROE, VA., September 23, 1866. 
Compe. OFFICER MIL. Dist. oF FoRT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Sig: I respectfully report that there is no material difference in the 
health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis from what it was on the 19th 
instant. 

Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8S. Army. 


Fort Monrog, VA., September 26, 1866. 
CompeG. OFFICER Mit, DIST. oF ForRT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Sra: I respectfully report state prisoner Jefferson Davis to be in 
his usual health. He complains of considerable debility and a contin- 
uance of the rheumatic pain in his right shoulder as well as in the 
lumbar region of his spinal column. His pulse is slow, full, and reg- 
ular. He states his appetite is slowly improving. He sleeps about as 
usual, but is not much refreshed by his slumbers. 

Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8S. Army. 
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Fort MONROg, VA., September 30, 1866. 
Compe. OFFICER MIL. Dist. or Fort MonRog, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 
Sir: I respectfully report no observable change in the physical con- 
dition of state prisoner Jefferson Davis. 
Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8S. Army. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., October 3, 1866. 
Bvt. Lieut. Col. J. M. Curts, U.S. Army, Recorder: 

Sir: With reference to your communication of the 2d instant I have 
the honor to state, for the information of the board of officers convened 
by virtue of Special Orders, No. 486, War Department, Adjutant- 
General’s Office, October 1, that the fund under charge of this office 
was derived as follows: 


‘Received from Bvt. Brig. Gen. John E. Mulford (moneys recovered from the rebel 
authorities taken from U.S. soldiers while held as prisoners of war)— 


1). Seeubeonays 2,020 es Sion SAVIOR NOL TOE, POST! $25, 639. 80 
Specially converted into U.S. currency: 
SIN OE COI ee ERROR SS I BE a crac ais sie A iaje wsieisinn a1o slant ae ,ajpcidovas 157. 85 
RONG ON re ee oo na rs see ways spect = es nicins Sale cae aaauess vas 55. 42 
CUPlONe ye eee aan Desa eer reas Sass coe eh cece Sec cat See toewees 95 
Southern States and Northern bank notes amounting to $5,847.75, which 
TORU Zed Ri BAe Shen « cee e eset ce elec cv cccnec sus ee vicmeccinca 1, 204. 01 


To which add premium on sale of gold and silver. ...........--...-.--.- 
From sale of tobacco belonging to rebel prisoners unclaimed. ............ 733. 48 


There has’been paid from the fund for advertising -...........-....----. 


SRILA COLON a IMAG ete is wie ain a min a lecisiapcininis ais win Sie nic mise aeleia'e en sia\aia si 27, 807.99 


There are a couple of bills outstanding for advertising which will 
reduce the fand about $50 more. The only personal property received 
was eight old silver watches belonging to specitied parties. In order 
to bring under one denomination (kuown to the Government) such 
items as had an uncertain and constantly varying value—the silver 
coin. gold coin, currency (and tobacco)—by authority of the Secretary 
of War these several items were converted into the national currency, 
and are all included in the sum total of $27,807.99. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General, U. 8. Vols., Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


Fort Monroe, VA., October 3. 1866. 


Compa. OFFICER MIL. Dist. oF Fort MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Sir: I respectfully report the health of state prisoner Jefferson 
Davis as being somewhat less favorable than at my last report. He 
complains of a severe neuralgic affection of the back of the neck and 
posterior portion of the head, and a feeling of greater debility than 
heretofore. 

Your obedient servant, GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8. Army. 
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Fort MONROE, VA., October 7, 1866. 


CompG. OFFICER MIL. Dist. oF FoRT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 
Sir. I report the health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis to be much 
as it was on Wednesday last. | 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeun, U. 8. Army. 


Fort Monrog, VA., October 10, 1866. 


Compa. OFFICER MIL. DIST. OF FORT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Sir: L respectfully report the health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis 
as much the same as on the 3d instant. I observe that he is growing 
weaker slowly but surely. He complains of great debility as the con- 
sequence of slight exertion. I can discover no prominent lesion in any 
of his organs, but observe the gradual wearing away of his whole 
system. He is decidedly in worse condition than he was some months 
since, 

’ Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. S. Army. 


Fort MONROE, V4., October 14. 1866. 
Compa. OFFICER MIL. Dist. oF FoRT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 
Sir: I report no perceptible change in the physical condition of state 
prisoner Jefferson Davis. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. KE. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. S. Army. 


Fort MoNROK, VA., October 17, 1866. 
Compe, OFFICER MIL. DIsT. oF Fort MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Sir: I respectfully report that there is no appreciable change in the 
physical condition of state prisoner Jefferson Davis. He complains 
only of neuralgic pain of the head and shoulders and of muscular 
debility. 

Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8S. Army. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., October 19, 1866. 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, U. 8. Army, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: In compliance with circular from War Department, 
Adjutant-General’s Office, of the 5th instant, I have the honor to report, 
for the information of the Secretary of War, the following as being the 
operations of this Bureau from October 20, 1865, to and including the 
15th day of October, 1866. 
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There are now forty-four clerks employed in this Bureau, the number 
having been reduced since October 20, 1865, from seventy-five, there 
having been employed an average number of fifty-five throughout the 
year. This clerical force has been distributed into five divisions, whose 
labor will be shown by the following statements: 

First and second divisions.—Executive—letters received, indorsement 
and memorandum, and letters sent: 


Communications received, briefed, and entered on permanent record books... 6, 379 


Banern acted on by, indersement.-—. 66.0040. .ucoinkeies qothae. ieee: abe 5 343 
Communications sent ont (written)...... 2.2.2... RAR Secat Seed Be 1, 502 
Communications sent out (printed form) ..........0...220. 2222-2 see eee enone 361 
Telegrams received, briefed, and entered on permanent record books......... 8 
‘Relemramm nent ere teres eft s Soe beeen Bilt asks ea esau eM. . Ja es 9 
Letters (letterpress work) recopied into permanent record books, f:lios in 

DOMMANOH G DOQKS nope ee Ban Fe Sa 2 teimined ive nea cca cha eeee ce 5, 865 
Telegrams (letterpress work) recopied into permanent record books, folios in 

POLMARONE UOOK Sse veces so scenes eee OIRO NI e, 1, 063 
Volumes, permanent record, permanently indexed...............--.-...------ 7 
Letters sent, permanent records, subjects indexed................--..-------- 4, 200 
Claims against fund (belonging to Federal prisoners, recovered) turned over 

Dy Goneia MUtOrd, COXA Nod ct ccm en oe. See eee seen thence cee deans ce 729 


Besides the foregoing, an immense amount of miscellaneous work 
has been performed which cannot be specially embraced in this report. 

Notre.—All communications and correspondence pertaining to com- 
mutation for rations to prisoners of war are reported in the operations 
of the fifth division of this Bureau. The principal portion of letters 
of inquiry from the Paymaster-General, Second Auditor, and Commis- 
sioner of Pensions’ are accounted for in the operations of the third 
division of this Bureau. 

Third division.—Records pertaining to Federal prisoners: Letters of 
inquiry received and entered on letter books in this division— 


HronjPaymaster-Generals 2513.2 O20t. SSA Pr ad 2 Ud oc Saba isis. 4, 242 

BOCOUNG AMOMLOta> 34 <> Sea mente): aislesesees <6 sels x Bacwectces ss os SRT SEEL 1, 451 

PO UMHABSID HOLD EAE OT ALODS ae aia place o cen nye artic aye ome beeline Heswie elem sae 168 
Number of cases examined and records furnished for— 

Rayatawt Generale yes oes te ook takes es eee ewe ose dene ates sesescces 3, 157 

Saco Ama bOe eee 220s ee eel soa es PE Me See hacen cae see se eaeeeens 1, 940 

Paymnster-Generaly! 2255. goes ee = eel a97 os abe aee a2e ia. itt 3 fpepescctdets 4, 616 

WOM VISRIONGE OL CNSIONS =< Soc acc alan Se pole ale age sad Oba'binwslassoreitade 402 

ROY RETES LAST ORR seer et re ase ao ter cise cia cieitel is <iceiele wininis aisle = oie cig Sieh 1s (sins 706 

Tota ee ese ee Re See BT IE CB BOM 10,821 


The examination of these cases frequently involves great labor, owing 
to the vague information furnished in many of the letters of inquiry 
as to when and where the parties inquired for were last heard from, or 
other information that would facilitate the examination of the records. 
In most cases this office is expected to furnish the complete record of 
each soldier from the time of his capture until his exchange and return 
to duty with his company, or until he is otherwise disposed of ; and as 
the rolls and records pertaining to Federal soldiers, prisoners of war, 
comprise over a million of names (owing to the fact that the same name 
frequently appears on five or six different reports from the time of 
parole until they are finally disposed of), it will readily be seen that the 
work of examination must necessarily consume a considerable amount 
of labor and time. 


Number of certificates from records issued: 


Paymaster-General...-....---- 2-2-2 2220s wee cee cee n ee eee ee eee ee eens 4,131 
Second Auditors - 222222 - 22 ce se ns ona ne ccc nnn cree decree scenes cree scccse 1, 162 
Commissioner of Pensions. .... ....---- 220 ene ee cence e eee ee ceeees i A 138 
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The number of records entered on permanent record books, embra- 
cing the name (arranged alphabetically), rank, regiment, and company, 
capture and release, aud intermediate record while on parole, was 
about 260,000. This apparently large number of names in proportion 
to the number known to have been prisoners of war is due in fact, as 
before stated, that the same name frequently appears in several different 
reports. The compilation of the death and burial records of Us S. 
soldiers who died while prisoners of war in the South has been an 
important work in this division. 

In addition to the foregoing work the statements as to capture and 
release, made in applications for commutation for rations while pris- 
oners of war, are verified by the records of this division. There has 
been a considerable amount of miscellaneous work performed in this 
division which cannot be embraced in this report, though necessary for 
the completion and correction of records, preparation of reports, &c., 
ealled for. 

Fourth division Records pertaining to rebel prisoners. The work 
of this division has been confined principally to the completion. of 
records (filing of rolls and returns, and the preparation of final and 
permanent indexes to all rolls aud returns, paroles, &c., pertaining to 
rebel prisoners and the paroled armies, rebel). The rolls and paroles 
pertaining to the paroled armies have not been entered on permanent 
record books, the Secretary of War not deeming it of sufficient ,impor- 
tance, but have been filed in convenient form for reference. The num- 
ber of prisoners of war and political prisoners on hand October 20, 1865, 
was twenty, all of whom have been dispused of or dropped from the 
reports to this office by authority. 

The approximate number of records entered on books embracing 
name, rank, company, and regiment, date and place of capture, and 
final disposition, 35,000; paroles, name, rank, and regiment indorsed on 
back, 19,526. Prepared: One complete index of all monthly returns, 
post returns, and inspection reports received from the several prisons 
and hospitals during the rebellion. Rolls classified and put up in con- 
venient sized packages, with the letter marks and description of the 
rolls contained in the package noted on the outside, 13,242. A com- 
plete index of all rolls received, referring to the packages by number, 
&c., has also been prepared. 

There has been a considerable amount of miscellaneous work per- 
formed in this division which cannot be enumerated in this report, 
work pertinent to the completion of records, examinations made, and 
information furnished from records, and the preparation of numerous 
reports that have been called for. The perfection of the death and 
burial records of rebel prisoners has been an extensive work in this 
division. 

The following is a list of stations from which reports of deaths and 
burials of rebel prisoners have been received at this office at periods 
during the secession rebellion: 

Alton Military Prison, Il.; Alexandria, Va.; Army Corps—Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Twentieth; Army of the Potomac; Annapolis, Md.; 
Atlanta, Ga.; Baltimore, Md.; Beaufort, 8. ©.; Bridgeport, Ala.; 
Bowling Green, Ky.; Batesville, Ark.; Camp Chase, Ohio; Camp 
Douglas, Ill.; Camp Butler, [ll.; Camp Morton, Ind.; Camp Nelson, 
Ky.; Camp Randall, Wis.; Chester, Pa.; Covington, Ky.; Columbus, 
Ohio; Cumberland Gap, Tenn.; Cleveland, Ohio; City Point, Va.; 
Chambersburg, Pa.; Clarksburg, W. Va.; Chattanooga, Tenn.; Cum- 
berland, Md.; Charleston, S. C.; Davids Island, N. Y. Harbor; Elmira, 
N. Y.; Fort Warren, Boston Harbor; Fort Lafayette, N. Y. Harbor; 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION AND CONFEDERATE. 971 


Fort Delaware, Del.; Fort McHenry, Md.; Fort Pulaski, Ga.; Fort 
Scott, Kans.; Fort Columbus, N. Y. Harbor; Fort Leavenworth, Kans. ; 
Fort Mifflin, Pa.; Fort Monroe, Va.; Fort Smith, Ark.; Fort Donelson, 
Tenn.; Fort Wood, N. Y. Harbor; Franklin, Tenn.; Frederick, Md.; 
Farmville, Va.; Gettysburg, Pa.; Gallipolis, Ohio; Harrisburg, Pa.; 
Hilton Head, 8. C.; Hart’s Island, N. Y. Harbor; Johnson’s Island, 
Ohio; Knoxville, Tenn.; Kansas City, Mo.; Key West, Fla.; Louis- 
ville, Ky.; Little Rock, Ark.; Lincoln General Hospital, D. C.; Lexing- 
ton, Ky.; Memphis, Tenn.; Murfreesborough, Tenn.; Martinsburg, 
W. Va.; Morehead City, N.C.; McLean Barracks, Ohio; New Orleans, 
La.; Nashville, Tenn.; Newport News, Va.; New Barne, N. C.; New 
Creek, W. Va.; Old Capitol Prison, D. ©.; Paducah, Ky.; Pittsburg, 
Pa.; Philadelphia, Pa.; Petersburg, Va.; Point Lookout, Md.; Raleigh, 
N. C.; Rock Island, Ill.; Stevenson, Ala.; Ship Island, Miss.; Saint 
Louis, Mo.; Savannah, Ga.; Vicksburg, Miss.; Wheeling, W. Va.; 
Willets Point, N. Y. 

Fifth division—Commutation for rations from November 1, 1865 
(date of last report), to and including the 15th of October, 1866: 


Number of claims on hand November 1, 1865..-.-...--...-...-------2+ -2ee-- 4,112 
Number of claims received since November 1, 1865........-.......---- =7e3.- 4, 057 
MaMpar Of ClalinmMuOn OG tes 4. nF weet ee eos odes eeu see sees es eeswcse 870 
Number of claims disallowed. ...-.....--. Vac eiatteen eee nik Se ee ca Cae he sie 241 
Mmnberief certificates lasuedece: .82 Steet cus. Joos. Leitinmentersks 307 
Number of communications briefed and entered in permanent letter books.. 6,822 
Number of communications sent (written) .......---- tt tet BAe A 1, 812 
Number of communications sent (printed form) ...-......-..----.-.-.------ 6, 192 
Papers sent out by, indorsement,..22 022225. YR PAE, ST. Zea 86 
Claimpion MAnm OCOD IDAISOG eters 62 8 Senos ce close ote ccccese aces 7, 622 
Records entered on permanent record books, embracing names (alphabetically 
arranged), rank, company, and regiment, capture and release, &c .....----- 25, 093 
NIB DOD Ol: MAMORU OOSOE a2 27- oan @ ae wn nds Mais mel «+ Baw ase oh ceee daciee ce ache $20, 242 
Remarks in red ink and notations made ............-.......------.--------- 4, 046 
CIRM OXEHMNOG ee See 6 oe ae coe Pees seca tees cotcacececesscee some ess 4,018 


A large amount of work has been performed in this division which 
cannot be enumerated in this report, particularly the answering of 
numerous personal inquiries as to the condition of claims, nearly all of 
which cases required an examination of the records. It may be prop- 
erly here stated that from December 20, 1865 (the date on which pay- 
ment of commutation of rations to prisoners of war was suspended), 
until August 11, 1866 (the date on which payment was resumed), the 
duties of this division, instead of being lessened, were greatly increased, 
as applicants, becoming impatient, made repeated inquiries by letter 
and otherwise as to the cause of delay, &c. 

During the suspension of payment of commutation all claims received 
were examined with a view to their settlement at such time as pay- 
ment might be resumed, if required. 

The issuing of certificates on claims examined and ready for settle- 
ment has necessarily been retarded since the resumption of payment 
was authorized, owing to the want of the additional evidence (as to 
transfer or assignment of claims) required by the resolution of Con- 
gress approved July 25, 1866; also to learn the correct post-office 
address of the claimant. 

Circular letters are being sent to all claimants whose claims are 
ready for settlement calling for the above evidence and information, on 
the receipt of which certificates are sent to their address through the 
Commissary-General of Subsistence, who designates, by indorsement on 
the back of each certificate, the disbursing officer (and his station) 
authorized to pay the claim. 


972 PRISONERS OF WAR AND STATS, ETC. 


Prior to July 6, 1866 (when he was relieved from duty in this office), 
Maj. and Bvt. Col. Robert Avery, Veteran Reserve Corps, was an 
assistant in this office, which has been throughout the year, and since 
February, 1863, under the immediate supervision of W. T. Hartz, cap- 
tain and assistant adjutant general and brevet major in U.S. Volun- 
teers, whose varied duties, as will appear by the several statements 
included in this report, have been performed with remarkable ability, 
They have been of immense importance to this branch of the publie 
service, from which is necessarily drawn data governing, to some 
extent, many separate disbursing departments. They have required 
industry, exactness, and fidelity in both Major Hartz and the numerous 
gentlemen employed under his immediate supervision, whose labors have 
attorded gratifying evidence of patriotic devotion at their several desks. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BE. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General, U. 8. Vols., Commissary-General of Prisoners. 


Fort MonrRogE, VA., October 21, 1866. 
CompG. OFFICER MIL. Dist. oF FoRT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Str: I respectfully report no observable change in the condition of 
state prisoner Jefferson Davis more than the gradual failure of his 
muscular strength. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8. Army. 


Fort MONROE, VA., October 24, 1866. 
CompG. OFFICER MIL. Dist. OF FoRT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Sir: I respectfully report no observable change in the condition of 
state prisoner Jefferson Davis more than a gradual increase of general 
debility. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. P. PRINCE, 
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. Army. 


Fort MONROE, VA., October 28, 1866. 
Compa. OFFICER MIL. Dist. oF Fort MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Sir: Ll respectfully report no observable change in the condition of 
state prisoner Jefferson Davis more than the gradual increase of 
general debility. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
TIMOTHY E. WILCOX, 
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. Army. 


Fort Monrog, VaA., October 31, 1866. 
Compeé. OFFICER MIL. Dist. oF ForRT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 
Sir: I report that the health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis indi- 
cates but littlechange. He isevidently growing weaker and more debili- 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—-UNION AND CONFEDERATE. 973 


tated, but this is so gradual as to be scarcely perceptible save to one 
who sees-him at comparatively long intervals. He complains of neu- 
ralgic pains in his head and right shoulder. I attribute his gradual 
wasting away more to mental than physical pain. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon and Brevet Colonel, U. 8S. Army. 


ForT MONnROg, VA., November 7, 1866. 

Compe. OFFICER MIL. Dist. oF Fort MonRog, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 
_ Sie: I have the honor to report that I observe no perceptible change 
in the physical condition of state prisoner Jefferson Davis. He com- 
plains much of muscular debility and neuralgic pains, affecting the back 
part of his head and right shoulder. 
Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. S. Army. 


JUDGE-ADVOCATE’S OFFICE, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. O., November 8, 1866. 
General JOSEPH HOLT, Judge-Advocate-General: 

GENERAL: I have the honor.to say [ deem it proper to inform you 
that within a few days, and since Sanford Conover’s arrest, I have had 
several conversations with him, in the course of which I brought to his 
notice and exhibited to him, as published, the various letters which first 
appeared in the New York Herald and have since been copied into 
other papers, purporting to be from or to him, and intended by their 
statements and intimations to criminate yourself, and desired him to 
say what he knew in regard to them. The letters to which I refer may 
be described as follows, viz: One signed M, dated 17th of April, 1866, 
and addressed to said Conover; one bearing the signature of William 
Campbell and also addressed to Conover, under date of Saint Albans, 
Vt., November 19, 1865; one signed Carter, and directed likewise to 
Conover, dated Quartermaster’s Office, April 27, 1866; one signed 
Joseph Snevel, addressed to Conover and dated Westchester House, 
November 14,1865; one signed S. Conover, addressed to Patten and 
dated Ephrata Mountain House, June 8, 1866, and one dated_Philadel- 
phia, December 13, 1865, signed S. Conover and addressed to Brigadier- 
General Holt, Judge-Advocate-General, professing to have inclosed 
within it a letter to said Conover from M. N. Harris, dated Harrisburg, 
December 11,1865. Conover declared to me unhesitatingly and distinctly 
that he had written no such letters to you as the toregoing, purporting 
to have been written by him to yourself; and further, he stated that he 
had not received from the parties above named, or either of them, any 
such letters as those above set forth, and which profess to have been 
written by said parties to-said Conover; and further, that he knew 
nothing in regard to them. While he thus in effect declared all these 
papers to be fabricated and false, he insisted that he did not know by 
whom they had been manufactured for publication. Several of these 
jetters, as published, will be found set out fully in the depositions of 
Joseph Hoare and William H. Roberts, recently taken at my office. Feel- 
ing some solicitude to know what motive could have prompted Conover 
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to suborn the witnesses produced by him before the Bureau of Military 
Justice, I asked him, and he replied and requested me to state to you 
that it was solely a desire to avenge himself on Jeff. Davis, by whose 
order, he said, he had been confined for some six months in Castle 
Thunder. He alleged that not only had he been thus maltreated, but 
that his wife had also been insulted by Davis. He also assured me that 
the testimony he gave on the trial of the assassins of President Lincoln, 
before the military commission, was true in every particular, and asserted 
again and again that Davis was connected with said assassination, and 
as to that there was no sort of question. ; 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

y L. C. TURNER, 
Judge- Advocate. 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, November 14, 1866. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. H. S. BURTON, 
Commanding, Fort Monroe, Va.: 

The Secretary of War desires to know under what orders, or by what 
authority, you permit persons not specially authorized by this Depart- 
ment to visit Jefferson Davis. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Fort MONROE, VA., November 14, 1866. 
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

GENERAL: In answer to your telegram of this date I would respect- 
fully state that there are no orders for or against my permitting persons 
to visit Jeff. Davis in my possession, nor have any orders upon the 
subject been turned over to me by my predecessor, General Nelson A. 
Miles. I have permitted persons to visit Jeff. Davis, following the pre- 
cedent established by my predecessor, who, having been in charge of 
the prisoner for fifteen months, was, it is presumed, acting under orders 
from the War Department. If it is the wish of the War Department 
that no person be permitted to visit Jefferson Davis without its per- 
mission instructions are requested. 

.H. 8. BURTON, 
Brevet Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Fort MONROE, VA., November 14, 1866. 
CompeG. OFFICER MIL. DIST. oF ForT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 
Sire: I would respectfully report that there is no appreciable change 
in the physical condition of state prisoner Jefferson Davis. 
Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8S. Army. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, November 15, 1866. 
Col. N. A. MILES, Fortieth U. 8. Infantry, Washington, D. C.: 
Sir: The Secretary of War desires to know what instructions you 
turned over to General Burton, when relieved in command of Fort 
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Monroe, in relation to permitting persons to visit Jefferson Davis; 
also, what was your own custom in the matter prior to turning over the 
command, 
i am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
_E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., November 16, 1866. 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Sir: In reply to your communication of yesterday’s date, desiring 
to know what instructions were turned over by me to General Burton 
upon being relieved from command of Fort Monroe, Va., I have the 
honor to inclose herewith copies of cipher telegram from Washington, 
D.C., 9 p.m., July 22, 1865, signed Edwin M. Stanton (A*); letter of 
December 4, 1865, signed E. D. Townsend, assistant adjutant-general 
(Bt); and letter of May 19, 1866, signed E. D. Townsend, assistant 
adjutant-general (Cf), the original copies of which were turned over 
to General Burton on the 3d of September, 1866. 

In regard to my own custom in the matter of allowing persons to visit 
Jefferson Davis I have the honor to state that until he was paroled, 
May 25, 1866, the only persons permitted to visit him were the Reverend 
Mr. Minnigerode, Mrs. Davis, and the Hon. Hugh McCulloch, Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. After he was allowed the ireedom of the grounds 
of the fort during the daytime his counsel were authorized to visit 
him—Messrs. Charles O’Conor, George Shea, William B. Reed, | Wil- 
liam] George Brown, E. A. Vansicle, T. H. Edsall, Thomas G. Pradt, 
James T. Brady, and Burton N. Harrison. Persons applying at the 
gate for permission to come into the fort to visit Mr. or Mrs. Davis I 
made it a rule to refuse unless they were relatives of the family, and 
in no way connected with the press. 

I am. sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON A. MILES, 
Colonel Fortieth U. S. Infantry. 


Fort MonRok, VA., November 21, 1866. 


Compe. OFFICER MIL. Dist. oF FORT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 


Sir: I respectfully report the health of state prisoner Jefferson 
Davis to be gradually improving. Though not increasing in muscular 
strength he is evidently better and less nervous than at my last report. 


Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U, S. Army. 


Fort Monrokg, VA., November 28, 1866. 


Compa. OFFICER MIL. Dist. oF FoRT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 
Sir: I respectfully report the health of state prisoner Jefferson 
Davis to be somewhat less favorable than on Wednesday last. He is 


* See p. 710. tSee p. 821. tSee p. 910. 
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suffering from dyspeptic symptoms, accompanied with torpidity of the 
liver and severe hemorrhoids. He is, however, gaining in muscular 
strength. : 
Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8. Army. 


Fort Monroe, VA., December 5, 1866. 


CompG. OFFICER MIL. Dist. oF ForRT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 


Sir: I respectfully report the health of state prisoner Jefferson 
Davis as gradually but decidedly improving. He still complains of 
dyspeptic symptoms, but he is evidently better and stronger than at 
my last report. 

Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. S. Army. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington City, December 8, 1866. 
Judge-Advocate-General Hout: 

GENERAL: The President desires to be furnished with the testimony 
referred to in your report of the 2d of May, 1865, a copy of which is 
hereto attached.* You will please make report of the same at your 
earliest convenience to this Department. 

Your obedient servant, 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


Fort MONROE, VA., December 12, 1866. 
CompG. OFFICER MIL. Dist. oF Fort MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 
Sir: I respectfully report the health of state prisoner Jefferson 
Davis to be gradually but surely improving. 
Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8S. Army. 


BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTICE, December 15, 1866. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 8th 
instant, in which you advise me that the President desires to be fur- 
nished with the testimony referred to in my report of the 2d of May, 
1865, and direct that I will communicate the same to you at my earliest 
convenience. In reply, I have the honor to submit as follows: 

The report indicated of May 2, 1865, was in response to a request of 
the President of the same date: 


To be furnished with a list of the persons, late in Canada and Richmond, against 
whom there is evidence of complicity or procurement in the murder of the late Pres- 
ident, Abraham Lincoln, and the attempted assassination of William H. Seward— 


“See indorsement embodied in Holt to Stanton, December 15, p. 977. 
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And such report was expressed in the following terms: 


BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTICE, May 2, 1865. 


f Respectfully returned with report that the testimony which has been under con 
sideration by this Bureau indicates that Jefferson Davis, Georgo N. Sanders, 
Beverly Tucker, Jacob Thompson, William C. Cleary, and Clement (. Clay were in 
oe with the assaszins and their accomplices who committed the crime 
referred to. 


J. HOLT, 
Judge-Advocate-General. 


I have now to state that the testimony alluded to as having been 
“under consideration by this Bureau” and as “indicating” the com- 
plicity of the parties enumerated was principally that of Richard Mont- 
gomery and Dr. James B. Merritt. This testimony had not, it is 
believed, been at the date mentioned formally embodied in depositions, 
and for the reason, no doubt, that it was desired that.every precaution. 
should be taken to protect the witnesses from such personal risk or 
danger as might ensue upon their names becoming known. ‘The testi- 
mony, therefore, was not at the date of the proclamation technically 
‘ton file” in this Bureau. It had, however, been fully communicated to 
me in all its details, not only through the officers of the Government 
in whose charge the witnesses then were but by the parties themselves 
in repeated interviews. As thus made known to meit formed the basis 
for the judgment submitted in my said report of May-.2, and also for 
the verbal opinion expressed by me to the President prior to the issu- 
ing of the proclamation, and subsequently repeated in a deposition 
given by me before the Judiciary Committee of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, to the effect that by this testimony at least a prima facie 
case of complicity in the assassination was made out against the parties 
named. 

The statements of Montgomery and Merritt,as thus laid before me 
and reported upon, were substantially the same as those made by them 
shortly afterward as witnesses upon the trial of the assassins. Copies 
of their testimony transcribed from the record of the trial are accord- 
ingly herewith transmitted in compliance with the direction contained 
in your note.* ; 

I have further to state that the evidence of Montgomery and Merritt 
was strongly corroborated by that of sundry other witnesses introduced 
upon the trial, to wit, by George B. Hutchinson, Hosea B, Carter, 
Henry Finegas, John Deveny, Samuel K. Chester, Robert A. Campbell, 
Lewis F. Bates, Henry von Steinacker, and some others whose testi- 
mony is to be found faithfully reported between pages 37 and 47 in the 
publication of the record compiled by Benn Pitman and authorized by 
the Government. The examination of these witnesses preliminary to 
the trial was chiefly conducted by the Assistant Secretary of War and 
other officers at the War Department, and 1 am now unable to state 
what part, if any, of their statements had been under consideration by 
this Bureau as early as the date of my report of May 2, of that year. 
It is proper to remark that the evidence of the witness Merritt in regard 
to the presence of C. C. Clay, jr., in Canada at or about the time men- 
tioned by him in his testimony, and afterward, has since the trial been 
abundantly confirmed by quite a number of persons whose depositions, 
taken at this Bureau and in Canada, have already been communicated 
by me to the Secretary of War in official reports. 


*Inclosures not found, but see the “Trial of the Conspirators,” compiled by Benp 
Pitman and published by authority of the Secretary of War, pp. 24, 26, 28, 35, 37. 
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It is to be observed that the military commission, after a long and 
patient investigation, were brought to precisely the same conclusion in 
regard to the complicity of Davis, Clay, and their confederates, in the 
plot of assassination, as was expressed by the President in his procla- 
mation; thus by their serious and final judgment as a judicial body 
fully sustaining the action of the Executive. The manner and the 
measure of the guilt of these parties, as declared by the President, 
has thus become matter of solemn record, and this record stands 
unimpeached. . 

In view of the facts, comparatively recently made known, which, in 
discrediting the testimony of certain persons brought forward by San- 
ford Conover to depose to the complicity of Davis in the assassination, 
have tended also to discredit his own testimony as a witness upon the 
trial of Payne and his associates, it becomes proper in conclusion to 
add that at the date of my said report of May 2, 1865, the existence 
even of Conover was not known to we, nor did it become known till 
some days after the trial had commenced. His evidence therefore 
formed no part of the testimony referred to in this report as ‘under 
consideration” by this Bureau, and did not, of course, enter into the 
judgment formed and expressed by me thereon. In this connection 
also it may be well to note the fact that the testimony of this witness 
thus discredited did not bear at all upon the question of the guilt of 
the parties condemned by the commission as immediately concerned 
in the assassination, but was corroborative only of the evidence of 
Montgomery and Merritt as to the general conspiracy in Canada. 

J. HOLT, 
Judge-Advocate- General. 


Fort MONROE, VA., December 19, 1866. 
CompG. OFFICER MIL. DIST. OF ForT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 
Sir: I respectfully report the health of state prisoner Jeff. Davis to 
be gradually but surely improving. 
Your obedient servant, 
TIMOTHY E. WILCOX, 
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8S. Army. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, Washington City, December 20, 1866. 
Brig. Gen. J. HOLT, Judge-Advocate- General: 


GENERAL: I deem it my duty respectfully to submit the following 
report as an appropriate addenda or finality to the vindication of 
yourself from the calumnies connecteil with the Conover testimony as 
heretofore published: The letters, &c., which were made the ground 
of these calumnies and which appeared as original matter in the New 
York Herald, and were afterward copied by the rebel sympathizing 
papers, were, with the exception of two brief notes written by your- 
self, pronounced authoritatively at the time to be sheer fabrications, 
manufactured and skillfully adjusted in dates, statements, &¢., to sus- 
tain this infamous raid on the character of the Bureau of Military Jus- 
tice. Still the Herald editor continued the publication of these and 
similar letters as genuine, with opprobrious imputations, and declared 
that he was in no way indebted to Conover for these documents. On 
the 23d of September, 1866, Campbell, as appears by the note now 
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before me addressed to the editor of the Herald. informed him distinctly 
that the statements made in the letter purporting to have been written 
by him (Campbell) from Saint Albans on 19th of November, 1865, to 
Conover were false in every particular, yet of this information the Her- 
ald took no notice whatever. All these letters save two are now in 
my possession. After repeated applications by the U. S. officer and 
refusals the Herald editor, in order to relieve himself from being 
subpeenaed to produce them on the trial of Conover for perjury, now 
pending in Washington, finally gave them up. The two letters with- 
held are those signed S. Conover, one addressed to Patten, dated 
Ephrata Mountain House, June 8, 1866, the other to Brigadier-General 
Holt, Judge-Advocate-General, dated Philadelphia, December 13, 1866, 
and professing to have inclosed within it a letter to Conover from 
M. N. Harris. In a note of October 5, instant, relative to the missing 
letters, the managing editor of the Herald says: ‘‘ Whether they had been 
brushed away by the office boys and ultimately thrown into the waste- 
basket or were purloined I am unable to say.” That these very impor- 
tant letters, which Conover declares he never wrote, should be missing 
is significant and suggestive. The letters in my hands I have carefully 
examined, having before me the genuine handwriting of Conover, 
Campbell, and Snevel with which to make comparisons, and the result 
is a conviction that the letters are all undoubtedly fabrications, viz: 
The letter from Snevel to Conover, dated Westchester House, Novem- 
ber 14, 1865, was certainly not written by Snevel, who under oath has 
pronounced it a forgery, nor by Campbell, but manifestly by Conover, 
the handwriting comparing favorably with the first written by him to 
yourself of date July 6, 1865, and published by you in your vindica- 
tion. The two letters purporting to have been written by Campbell to 
Conover, and which were so criminative of yourself, and have been 
proven by the oath of Campbell to be forgeries, were not written by 
Campbell nor Snevel, but are apparently in the handwriting of a female. 
One of these letters is dated Saint Albans, Vt., November 19, 1865, 
and is inclosed in an envelope post-marked Saint Albans, November 30, 
1865, addressed to Sanford Conover, esq., Washington, D. C., and this 
address is in the handwriting of Campbell, who was in Saint Albans 
about the date last named, thus proving that Conover substituted the 
fabricated letter for a genuine one, but retained the genuine envelope. 
The letter signed M., dated April 27, 1866, was evidently written by 
the same hand that wrote the two letters signed Campbell, and M. is 
probably intended to represent Mason, who is mentioned in the letter 
signed Carter, dated April 27, 1866, but both letters are palpable fabri- 
cations, for ‘Carter professed to write from Baltimore, introducing 
Mason to Conover, and M. writes to Conover from New York on the 
same day, saying he had been looking for Conover all day; that Camp- 
bell had divulged, &c., but Campbell did not divulge to Colonel Turner 
until the 29th, two days afterward. That Conover was the author or 
instigator of the two last-named letters is proven by the fact that the 
letter signed M. is inclosed in an Astor House envelope which I 
addressed to him April 27, inclosing a note asking him to call and see 
me, thus showing the same substitution and use of a genuine envelope 
for a false purpose as had occurred in the case of. Campbell’s letter. 
The Herald editor also gave up two other letters which he did not find 
it convenient to publish, and which unmistakably disclose that Conover 
furnished these fabricated letters to the Herald, and for a consideration. 
These letters are dated Washington, August 20 and September 12, 
1866, and both are signed John McGill. Both of these letters are posi- 
tively in the handwriting of Conover; both purport to inclose communi- 
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cations and papers for publication in the Herald, which the writer says 
are sent by “my wife,” and adds, ‘‘the Herald editor will give her what 
they are worth.” This McGill, whose name was thus used by Conover, 
is one of the witnesses whom Conover suborned. He is a peddler in 
New York. That the letters were written by Conover is apparent to 
the naked eye, and they stamp with falsehood the announcement in 
the Herald that it was in no way indebted to Conover for these docu- 
ments. Such are the prominent characteristics of these false and 
fabricated letters which have been published throughout the land as 
the sole basis for the slanders with which you have been so persistently 
pursued. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. C. TURNER, 
Judge-Advocate. 


Fort Monrog, VA., December 26, 1866. 
Compa. OFFICER MIL. Dist. oF ForT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 
Sir: I respectfully report the health of state prisoner Jefferson 
Davis to be slowly but surely improving. 
Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8. Army. 


Fort MONROE, VA., January 2, 1867. 
Compa. OFFICER MIL. DIST. oF FoRT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 
Sir: I respectfully report no appreciable change in the physical 
condition of state prisoner Jefferson Davis. 
Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8. Army. 


FoRT MONROE, VA., January 9, 1867. 
Compe. OFFICER MIL. Dist. oF Fort MONROE, ~ 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Sir: I respectfully report the general health of state prisoner Davis 
as improving. For three or four days he has been troubled with a 
slight attack of catarrh. 

Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. S. Army. 


Fort MONROE, VA., January 16, 1867. 
CompeG. OFFICER MIL. Dist. or Fort Monrog, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Siz: I respectfully report the health of state prisoner Jefferson 
Davis as improving. He appears to be in the enjoyment of better 
health than at any time during the past year. 

Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8S. Army. 
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Fort MONROE, VA., January 23, 1867. 
Compe. OFFICER MIL. Dist. oF Fort Monroe, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Srr: I report the general health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis 
to be much as on Wednesday last. He complains, however, of rheu- 
matic pains in different parts of his person and neuralgic affection of 
the head. These I attribute to the fact of his having been compelled 
to remain in the house in consequence of the snow covering the ground, 
thereby depriving him of his accustomed exercise. 

Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 


Surgeon, U. 8. Army. 


ForT MONROE, VA., January 30, 1867. 
Compa. OFFICER MIL. Dist. oF Fort MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Str: I respectfully report the health of state prisoner Jefferson 
Davis as beiug less favorable than on Wednesday last. He complains 
of fullness of head, pains in the limbs and want of appetite, together 
with restlessness at night. This is, however, due in all probability to 
the necessary confinement to his quarters consequent upon the cold 
weather. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8. Army. 


Fort MONROE, VA., February 6, 1867. 


CompG. OFFICER MIL. DIST. oF FoRT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Sir: 1 report the health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis to be 
somewhat better than at last report, though he still complains of rest- 
lessness at night, some want of appetite, costiveness, and neuralgic 
pains of the head and upper extremities. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. S. Army. 


Fort MonrRog, VA., February 13, 1867. 


CompG. OFFICER MIL. Dist. oF FoRT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Sir: 1 respectfully report the health of state prisoner Jefferson 
Davis to be somewhat better than on the 6th instant. The weather 
having moderated, affording him better opportunity for out-door exer- 
cise, has been of decided benefit to him. 


Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 


Surgeon, U. S. Army. 


Fort MoNROEg, VA., February 20, 1867. 


CompG. OFFICER MIL. Dist. oF ForRT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 


Sir: I report the health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis as rather 
worse than usual. He has been quite unwell for four or five days from 
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the effects of eatarrhal fever. He has suffered, too, from neuralgia of 
the head and face. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. S. Army. 


Fort MONROE, VA., February 27, 1867. 
Compe. OFFICER Mi. Dist. oF ForT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Sir: LI respectfully report the health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis 
as being somewhat less favorable than at my last report. He has been 
quite unwell during the past week, having complained much of severe 
headache and muscular prostration. His rest has been very uneven. 
He to-day seems better than he was and is apparently on the mend. 

Respecttully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. S. Army. 


lortT MONROE, VA., March 6, 1867. 
CompG. OFFICER MIL. Dist. oF FoRT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Srr: LT respectfully report the health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis 
as gradually improving. The inclement weather of the last week, hav- 
ing confined him to his quarters, has made him less lively than before 
and considerably depressed his general spirits. 

Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. S. Army. 


ForT MONROE, VA., March 13, 1867. 
Compe. OFFICER MIL. Dist. oF Fort MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 
Siz: Lreport the health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis to be some- 
what better than at my last report. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO, E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8S. Army. 


FortT MONROE, VA., March 20, 1867: 
Compa. OFFICER MIL. Dist. oF FoRT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Sir: Lrespectfully report the health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis 
to be comparatively good. He gives indication of more nervous excita- 
bility than usual, attributable to the want of exercise, which the 
inclement weather during the month has prevented him from indulg- 
ing in. 

i Your obedient servant, 

GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8. Army. 
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Fort Monrog, VA., March 27, 1867. 
Compe. OFFICER MIL, Dist. oF Fort MoNnrRog, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Str: I respectfully report the health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis 
to be as at last report. The inclement weather, having confined him 
to his quarters, has had the effect of making him look more haggard 
than when taking daily out-door exercise. 

Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8S. Army. 


Fort MONROE, V4., April 10, 1867. 
Compe. OFFICER MIL. Dist. oF ForT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 


Sir: I respectfully report the health of state prisoner Jefferson 
Davis to be comparatively good. , 
Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8S. Army. 


Fort MONROE, VA., April 17, 1867. 


Compa. OFFICER Miu. DIST. OF FoRT MONROE, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 


Sir: I respectfully report no appreciable change in the health or 
physical condition of state prisoner Jefferson Davis. 


Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8S. Army. 


Fort MONROE, VA., May 1, 1867. 
Compe. OFFICER MIL. Dist. OF FORT MONROE: 
Sir: I respectfully report no appreciable change in the physical con- 
dition of state prisoner Jefferson Davis. 


Your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. COOPER, 
Surgeon, U. 8. Army. 


May 1, 1867. 


The President of the United States to Brig. Gen. Henry 8S. Burton, and 
to any other person or persons having the custody of Jefferson Davis, 


greeting: 


We command you that you have the body of Jefferson Davis, by you 
imprisoned and detained, as it is said, together with the cause of such 
imprisonment and detention, by whatsoever name the said Jefferson 
Davis may be called or charged, before our Circuit Court of the United 
States for the District of Virginia at the next term thereof at Richmond, 
in the said district, on the second Monday of May. 1867, at the opening 
of the court on that day, to do and receive what shall then and there be 
considered concerning the said Jefferson Davis. 
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Witness Salmon P. Chase, our Chief Justice of our Supreme Court of 
the United States, this the first day of May, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-seven. 

[SEAL. | W. H. BARRY, 

Clerk of the Circuit Court of the United States 
for the District of Virginia. 

A true copy: 

W. A. DUNCAN, 
Deputy Marshal. 

Allowed May 1, 1867. 

JOHN UNDERWOOD, 
District Judge. 


In obedience to the exigency of the within writ I now here produce 
before the within named Circuit Court of the United States for the Dis- 
trict of Virginia the body of Jefferson Davis, at the time of the service 
of the writ held by me in imprisonment at Fort Monroe under the mili- 
tary authority of the United States, and submit and surrender the said 
Jefferson Davis to the custody, jurisdiction, and control of the said 
court, as I am directed to do by.order of the President of the United 
States under date of May 8, 1867.* 

H. 8. BURTON, 


Oolonel Fifth Artillery, Brevet Brigadier-General, U. 8. Army. 


UNITED STATES CIRCUIT COURT, DISTRICY OF VIRGINIA: 

I certify the above to be a true and correct copy of the return of 
General H. 8. Burton on the original writ of which the within is a copy, 
now on file and of record in this office. 

Witness my hand and seal of said court at the city of Richmond, in 
said district, this 14th day of May, A. D. 1867. 

[SEAL. | W. H. BARRY, 

Clerk. 


OFFICE OF U.S. DISTRICT ATTORNEY FOR VIRGINIA, 
Norfolk, May 4, 1867. 
Won. EDwIn M. STanTOoN, Secretary of War, Washington: 

Sir: The U.S. Circuit Court for the District of Virginia will meet at 
Richmond Monday next. Will you be pleased to give me an order 
apon the commandant at Fort Monroe, directing him to surrender 
Jefferson Davis to the U.S. marshal, or his deputies, upon any process 
which may issue from the Federal court? 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
L. H. CHANDLER, 
U. 8S. District Attorney for Virginia. 


[First indorsement. } 
MAY 4, 1867. 
Respectfully referred to the President for his instructions. 
EDWIN M. STANTON. 


(Second indorsement. ] 
MAY 7, 1867, 
Returned to the honorable the Secretary of War, who will at once 
issue the order requested by District Attorney Chandler. 
ANDREW JOHNSON. 


*See p. 985. 
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Referred to the Adjutant-General to issue order as above directed by 
the President, one copy to be addressed to the commandant of Fortress 
Monroe, another, under cover, to the U. 8S. district attorney. 

EDWIN M. STANTON 
Secretary of War. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, May 8, 1867. 
Hon. L. H. CHANDLER, U. 8. District Attorney for Virginia: 
(Ebbitt House, City of Washington.) 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith inclosed a copy of an 
order from the President to the commanding officer of Fort Monroe, to 
surrender Jefferson Davis to the U. S. marshal or his deputies, upon 
any process which may issue from the Federal court in Virginia, agree- 
ably to your request of the 4th instant to the Secretary of War. 

"I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
KE. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[Indorsement.]} 
May 8, 1867. 
Received. 
L. H. CHANDLER, 
U. 8. District Attorney for Virginia. 


[Inclosure. } 


WaR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, May 8, 1867. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. H.S. Burton, U.S. Army, or 
COMMANDING OFFICER ForRT MONROE, 
Old Point Comfort, Va.: 

Sir: The President of the United States directs that you surrender 
Jefferson Davis, now held in confinement under military authority at 
Fort Monroe, to the U. S. marshal or his deputies, upon any process 
which may issue from the Federal court in the State of Virginia. 

You will report the action taken by you under this order, and forward 
a copy of any process which may be served upon you to this office. 

By order of the President: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, May 12, 1867—10 a.m. 
Major-General SCHOFIELD, Commanding, &c., Richmond: 

The Hon. Mr. Evarts, of New York, special counsel employed by the 
Attorney-General in the case of Davis, goes to Richmond to-day by 
way of Fredericksburg. I have given him a letter to you and com. 
mended him to your kind attention. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 


Secretary of War. 
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RICHMOND, VA., May 15, 1867. 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. E. D. TOWNSEND, i 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D. C.° 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report that, pursuant to instructions 
from the President of the United States, under date of May 8, 1867, I 
obeyed the writ issued by the U. S. circuit court, in session in this city, 
under date of May 1, 1867, to produce before said court on the second 
Monday of May, 1867, the body of Jefferson Davis, a prisoner in my 
custody at Fort Monroe, Va., and that on that day (the 13th instant) I 
was released from further custody of the prisoner Jefferson Davis by 
the Hon. John Underwood, district judge. 

A copy of said writ and of my return is herewith inclosed.* 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. S. BURTON, 
Colonel Fifth Artillery, Brevet Brigadier-General, U. 8S. Army. 


[Indorsement. ] 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, May 16, 1867. 


Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Abstract from monthly returns of the principal U. S. military prisons. 


{Notz.—The returns from which this abstract is compiled were furnished to the Commissary- 
General of Prisoners in compliance with circular of July 7, 1862, for which see Vol. LV, this series, 
page 152. Prior to the issue of said circular, separate and specific returns of prisoners were not 
required by the regulations of the War Department. Evenduring the period covered by this abstract 
prisovers other than those herein embraced were held in the custody of provost-marshals, incarcer- 
ated in civil prisons or treated in hospitals, of whom no returns were rendered. The following tables, 
therefore, afford only a partial exhibit of the number of prisoners held by the U.S. authorities. For 
the same reason the deaths and other changes among the prisoners so held are not fully presented. 
The ‘‘sick”’ and ‘‘citizens”’ under the head of ‘‘ memoranda” are included in the other columns. 
Some of the returns used in the compilation do not distinguish between ordinary prisoners of war and 
citizens held in confinement. } 


JULY, 1862. 

S Transferred. Memoranda 

: 

HS 8 86 

Prison. & an g 3 2 : 

eel at ewe E/ a | 2 : 

A 2 | 2 |S82/241 818] 8 | s | a [8 

A 3 5 | ou | OR 2 ica) = cS 3 

° 5 a ° A® A ky i=] q a 1) 
Altonplllss% Ames Uacess 638 157 TOS: | cestewell aedrese 14 27 24 65 fin 68s ose 2 
Camp Butler, Ill....... S186 |eaeee ee 9180) | ee scscjecceo ee 41 ih tens den 46] 191 ]..... 
Camp Chase, Obio...... 1, 420 296 | 1, 726 CY fl eco. Wlkacteteted 8 62 29 550 
Camp Douglas, Ill...... 7, 847 8B. | 7, BBON | emawes ewe cee 148 45 6 197 589 |..--- 
Camp Morton, Ind...... 4,018 eo ee | ee (ee ae 21 Oita Wome 26 120 |..... 
Fort Columbus, N.Y... 486 |...,...| 486 72) | nox asen 13 D Wisasimes'e 486 | ecacenfoateee 
Fort Delaware, Del..... 1, 260 | 2,174 | 3,434 |....... 3, 059 BO acme et snmete 8, 079) |. cncecmheomae 
Fort Lafayette, N. Y...|......-.|......- ee | ae cee ee eee ems tM ae 33 
Fort McHenry, Md.a..|........ shoteeleseares|¢irered|tecre col caccaalasccctl scccteclosncced etna aamem 
Fort Warren, Mass..-... 114 100 ote oe QOL jeaeeesteeceoe 2 203 Bil ade ai 
Johnson's Island, Ohio.| 1,141 43 | 1,184 tel ipseaiee A Eee 3 37 DM sete as 
Saint Louis, Mo........ 303 317 620 182 ees G8. DS bh ighesres 49 195 Cal Re 


a Return not on file. 
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Abstraci from monthly returns of the principal U. S. military prisons—Continued. 
AUGUST, 1862. 


Transferred. Memoranda 
3 

Rei 3 S¢ : 

chaee eg | be 313 Ht 
3 3 BE | os q a 8 
a 2 3 os =| 3 ; 8 
a x) ° =o BH 3 3 3 ic FS 
fo) 5 a | 6 Av? |AlaA a a |8 


Aliens S3...<.¢ P8900) [bes . cb ees. dee 41 
Camp Butler, Ill.......| 2,140 |...... BIRO | ewe ctilereeese| MeO nicB. |neeede 440-loses. 
Camp Chase, Ohio. $961. cscoe 21000 Ww 4 |.22e-.|. cde 2. 22 | 6 
Camp Douglas, Ill. 7, 893 |. arty |e 
—— mn, Ind 4, 254 103:-05. 
Fort Delaware, Del . 482 E waiatoae<| saab s 
UrEUAIR Otten Nee | ea Sohn UN hbo ck RS cece BE cace| bees] sb BM me Bulwedend looks 
are MeHenr yee Mn ions lonemctlaowssan| aesicas|oesssehlree sacl cciewdp|<Seocautstecrloetaeea eee 
Fort Warren, Mass -... ee 8 Bilnsmeeg’ eeoareats Picmeren Be Babe « 
Johnson's Island, Ohio.| 1,149 | 332 ]1,481|.......| 6] 2|...... 21 26 
Saint Louis, Mo... .... 425 | 758/1,183| 395 |....... 2 2 Dol Sect 
SEPTEMBER, 1862. 
5 Transferred. Memoranda. 
Le ike 
S90 a 
Prison Z Ed $ ¢ | poe z 3 2 a 
a 3 vat te 8 S3 : 7 a = 8 
4 & | 2 | s2ise)/2] 8 aes 
[=| Cc ° ve) Ow = 2 a ° << a4 
re) ad i fo} Ae A | G A n 16) 
Mens TU wecsssecscees 1, 256 568 | 1,824 58 819 9 1 87 974 158 | .... 
Camp Butler, Ill...-.... BALD Wis coweine fy 2, 918 baceen ce 1,777 [p| BRcroe 311 | 2,093 efgiaie's 
Camp Chase, Ohio ...... 861 506 | 1, 367 421 193 5 7 40 666 29 
Camp Douglas. Ill.-..-... 7, 335 72 | 7,407 3 | 7,192 26 1 134 | 7,356 Taree < 
Camp Morton, Ind...... 1? hee 30S |-223<. 98 Oi eers 2 0 Oe ees eG 
Fort Delaware, Del..... 68 | 2,402 | 2,470 |.....-.].. ASSES Vel eanaen 104 ATES |ec ses ot 59 
Fort Lafayette, N.Y ... 41 21 62 pe RRA amen Ae 19 4 el acs ence 
WoreMoleniryyid..%-).- foe ae|-coe- -|- ee acto sete s-loe oo 4lopevtsdloneve. BA bn dead Hee bann bee 
Fort Pickens, Fla....--..}.......- 42 RDO Eds aeceuias| Cae eal ten 'acle ee shins) taeesisalidien e's sf 42 
Fort Warren, Mass-.-.. Bile eees 3 Cl Seccc olecosod| Aaaqe4 agerscap i ecodeam acnog 
Johnson's Island, Ohio.} 1,462 487 | 1,949 | 1,122 3 | Tiveesce 1 | 1,127 32 81 
SONS E OY a RC Sy bg SET er PE a a i a a ed er fie an ~eeseasloenes seisetanaelecaes 
OCTOBER, 1862. 
& Transferred. Memoranda. 
~~ 
é oi D 56 ; 
Prison. = Es 7 8 a | De j 3 2 ; 
a Ge tied Vitae Palo | BS ele 1 
é Bites Viegailcee | eles | ae lg 
q i) © |p ow | 2 CI ° 2 = 
° 5 i ° A =) <>) & & 7) o 
PA COTS Vilsa nine baci «10 
Camp Butler, Ill.....--. 
Camp Chase, Ohio.....- 
Camp Douglas, Ill. a-.--. 
Camp Morton, Ind.a-.. 
Fort Columbus, N. Y-.- 
Fort Delaware, Del..... 
Fort Lafayette, N. Y ---. 
Fort McHenry, Md.a... 
Fort Pickens, Fla .---..- 
Fort Warren, Mass..... 
Johnson's Island, Ohio. 
Old Capitol, D.C ...-... 
Saint Louis, Mo.a...... 


a Return not on file. 
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NOVEMBER, 1862. 


Prison. 


Alton, 2. A5.23.5..5 
Camp Butler, Ill.a..... 

Camp Chase, Ohio...... 
Camp Douglas, Ill.a.... 
Camp Morton, Ind.a... 
Fort Delaware, Del..... 
Fort Lafayette, N. Y,-... 
Fort McHenry, Md.a... 
Fort Pickens, Fla.....-. 
Fort Warren, Mass..... 
Jobnson’s Island, Ohio . 
Old Capital, DiC s..3=: 
Saint Louis, Mo. a...... 


‘Prison. 


Alton, Il]..... “SeScbsiee 
Camp Butler, lll.a ..... 
Camp Chase, Ohio...... 
Camp Douglas, Ill.a.... 
Camp Morton, Jnd.a... 
Fort Delaware, Del..... 
Fort Lafayette, N. Y ..-. 
Fort McHenry, Md.a .. 
Fort Pickens, Fla ...... 
Fort Warren, Mass. a .. 
Johnson’s Island, Ohio . 
Old Capitol, D. C.a..... 
Saint Louis, Mo.a...... 


On hand Oct. 31, 
1862. 


On hand Nov. 30, 
1862, 


Transferred. 
: Aen 
2) 
r #2 | BF 
KS > j 
| 2 | 83/22/32 
6 a ° Ae A 
311 | 1, 292 381 
989) 048 [ooo oe. 
“Gk 69-4, --328 BE. 
12 49 |..... 
raed Bil cewm SOs nrc I: 
Fes os ats US shen ccent! 
846 |-1, 288 |2..-.. 
DECEMBER, 1862. 
Transferred. 
a 5 
oo 
* co) 

: 2a | b 
Bla] me 
4 ° ei Asie p Em 
6 a ° Ae a 


Released. 


JANUARY, 1863. 


Total loss. 


Total loss. 


Memoranda. 


Memoranda. 


Sick 
| Citizens. 


bs Transferred. Memoranda. 
i>] 
D 
; Ags & 5 e 
Prison. a : 2 3 pS 3 o z a 

ae SS ea) Sel ea Sal bee ae g 
| eel 2 eae eh eee eee le ls ee 
| 3 ° ve) © m D i} ° ° 2 
S 5 a ° A®)A a A a is) 

PA tory TI ook seiacisicec 645 856 | 1,501 GL Rese 

Camip sButler, UUiG G20 4] tn scmcelsecanerloneccosaeocees|aectan. 

Camp Chase, Ohio...... 293 587 880 |....... 144 

Camp Douglas Ill, o -.<) fh. ansct| cancel scacmealtceocnelke cue 

Camp Morton, Ind.a...|-.......|.....-- Ra eS alcace Ces Re ee 

Fort Delaware, Del... .. 5 12 6 Wy ee Se 

Fort Lafayette, N.Y... 38 3 5 UR Rae a ieee 

Fort McHenry, Md.a..|........|....... entelela laments waite 

Fort Piokens, Plats.c: 45 1 46 Isacnncaltes. Gh: 

Fort Warren, Mass. @ ..|........|......- Saige Salmaaame eee eres 

Johnson’s Island, Ohio. 260 52 12) ls amctaaicl sere coe 

Old Capitol D.C. .c5.26) 4c cend|wosandelucscees eae aee | eee 

Saint Louis, More: 236} hic. coo tleconenelt cneeaee see Solecasege 


a Return not on file. 
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FEBRUARY, 1863, 
a 


- } 
8 Transferred. Memoranda. 
q 
Bo be. a 
Prison. 38 4 . Paes a 2 ; 
3 3 3 8 E Ba j b 4 g 
ae [3/18 |22/28/2 | & E & 
5 aH |6 as|A | aA A 5 
PU al geese eee 1, 294 275 | 1,569 Sisecasne 
Camp’ Butler, an <onsakm 1) 665 oseenat F Piaget 108 1 we rn oad i‘: 
amp Chase, Ohio.-..... Das MicgsG Wi Litesescc (8 Ot ioe wns 169 
Camp Douglas, Ill ....-)........ 884 |3,884 |...... 
Camp Morton, Ind.a.-.|........]. * Bie [GREED | Cn ace eo n[s semeect bone spot maclicateccla cd - Aas 
Fort aware, Del .... 17 13 30 
Fort rams om Baw ss. 33 19 52 
Wert MoHonry, Md.a@<.|..<<i2.|0= so. -[$.655-5 
Fort Pickens, Fla.a....|........ pe eerie scree 


Hort: Warren, Mass: @ . .|...52-5.|--asc-cls-enes 
Johnson’s Island, Ohio. 308 58 366 
Qid Capitol, Dae. @ <~ 25). 50.51 eoenleaeeees 
SaintsLouls: Ma. @cto.): 2.5 saan! coeweis| casas oils opees 


MARCH, 1863. 


Transferred. Memoranda. 


Prison. 


1863. 


On hand Feb. 28, 
Delivery or 
exchange. 

Total loss. 


Escaped. 
Released. 


Camp Rutler, Il. 
Camp Chase, Ohio 
Camp Douglas, Il. 
Camp Morton, Ind. a 
Fort Delaware, Del. 
Fort Lafayette, N.Y 
Fort McHenry, Md 
Fort Pickens, Fla -- 
Fort Warren, Mass. a. . 
Johnson’s Island, Ohio. 
Old Capitol, D.C. b-- 
Saint Louis, Mo. a.....-. 


APRIL, 1863. 


Transferred. Memoranda. 


Prison. 


On hand Mar. 31, 
1863, 
Delivery or 
exchange. 


Released. 


Alton Til seve dessa secs 
Camp Butler, Ill. a ...--|.-.-.--- RE 
Camp Chase, Ohio....-.- 
Camp Douglas, Ill-...-.-. 


Fort Delaware, Del....-- 
Fort Lafayette, N.Y.... 
Fort McHenry, Md..... 
Fort Pickens, Fla ...... 
Fort Warren, Mass. a..|....---- 
Johnson's Island, Ohio . 
Louisville, Ky.<..-...2<|s...-.5. 
Olid Capitol D©) aeccslcccese cc |ossee- 
Saint Louis, Mo. a.-.....|..-.----|-------|----2+-|-------[--eee2 [eee 


a Return not on file. 
b Includes U.S. soldiers under sentence of -ourt-martial, as follows: 60 present, 105 transferred, and 


16 released. 
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MAY, 1863. 
a Transferred. Memoranda. 
& D uw, - 
Prison. we . g ci pe 3 3 Z a 
& 3i|dis a) ee] | & g 4 : ie 
Pie bt hie Gl koa Ole tet Oe Bae 
fo) 5 ig |S AS )/A|a | & a a |o 
Alton, Ill...... 458 | 1,017 | 1,475 CH a oe sei 
Camp Butler, Il WATalseeens OY al eee 
Camp Chase, Ohio...... 434 519 O63 |iistse 
Camp Douglas, Ill.....- 339 |...--- 889% |2eeee2 2 
Campi Morton; Ind a) =22|s5r60553|csssse lessees |staasetleese's=\ 
Fort Delaware, Del..... 46 | 1,209 | 1,255 | 1,198 |....... 
Fort Lafayette, N.Y... 38 25 63 Bicseset 
Fort McHenry, Md..... 384 | 1,166 | 1,550 | 1,133 |..-...- 
Fort Pickens, Fla ...... NS) |eseneee 18) \s25ste2 net tea 
Wort: Warren: MAe6..6@ >|... 82 ees essecsslawasee-lssce ce levesems 
Johnson’s Island, Ohio. 59 13 72 ieetess 
Louisville, Ky ......... 269 945 | 1,214 221 
Old Capitol, D.C ....... 378 | 856 | 1,234 3 
Saint owls) Modes -oheovccwse|oece a= slaeeescslecmmeeal secre 
JUNE, 1863. 
Ne cme eget pee 
& Transferred. Memoranda. 
a 
Prison. s 8 $ a pf fe 3 a 3 
a” % OF 8 3a i 5 Q & A 
Z| 3 of | Fa a S s ; N 
P eo |e) SF | BGs! Be) Soc S|. 3) ee 
3 5 H | 5 A®/A lA] & a a |od 
Alton, JIl...... nee piel 75 | 1.30 
Cain p Butlors isa tech ate escent eater ty te nee ee ee Oe =e Neen em el ea (des ae yee 
Cainp Chase, Ohio...... 167 735 22 | 200 
Camp Douglas, Ill...... 2 3 5 Py ise 
Gomnp ter coe, en rosleaeradeelcbtette le srcaes Cormac ame as hosed sceeale sete ters, 4 ieee |e 
Fort Delaware, Del..... 181 
Fore Taeven, ori (Wiaes 1 ete * “ 
fort McHenry, Md..... 
Fort Pickens, Fla Seeecl!  pUGricencee RE BIShincececelhcce oeeltcce eee eeee = Ries . at fen 
Fort Warren, Mass..... bbe telat aetna || 1 
Johnson's Island, Ohio. 6 26-|enenkailmmad 
by Mente acca 50 471 12 84 
apitol, D.C ....... 
Saint: Louis; Mos@-c<00e%|ecsevessteecewe|s seveorbwoeese oes Ssosdpesesst eae ical sorees oe 


a Return not on file. 
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JULY, 1863. 
i S 
8 Transferred | Memoranda. 
Bs & 
> aS 2 
Prison. 3a : 2 3 p> So & FI g . 
a so = wo 38 3 = | 
a Be] 32|82)fel¢g)F) 213 | w 3 
° So — DH ont Q ° 
° 5 a ro) A? | A | a a a 1o 
Alton SS 24 
Camp Butler, Ill. a ..... 
Camp Chase, Vhio... 
Camp Douglas, Ill.. | 
Camp Morton, Ind ..... 
Fort Columbus, N.Y... 
Fort Delaware, Del... .. 
Fort Lafayette, N. Y ..- 
Fort McHenry, Md .... 
Fort Pickens, Fla ...... 
Fort Warren, Mass ..-.]....... | 120] 120 |.......]....... 
Johnson's id, Ohio. 806 904 | 1,710 3a - Ab... 
Louisville, Ky ......... 187 | 1,530 | 1,717 | 1,147 |...-... 
Old Capitol, D.C ....... 234 | 1,026 | 1, 260 83 fet 
Point kout, Md...../........ 136 136s) ee. sores 
Bains Lanier a. 2o22-|.- 52254] te sen) Ace ee ee. [ek 
AUGUST, 1863. 
= Transferred. Memoranda. 
bm 
Z aatinES 
3 oo a 
Prison. 3 Es & a ba 3 3 2 a 
ic . oO Q Lan! 
4 |e la /de/e¢/¢/ 3) 2/34 |3 
g S ° re Pa od 2 C) iS) a) me 
} bee ea lar Alia Fe aH | # |5 
i | 
Allegheny City Peni- |........ in 318 118 | Uh | Be sod SAA Ecce aa eee aE it Ree bee & 
tentiary, Pa. | 
y AES. St | ER ee eee 1, 292 6 | 1,298 | 92 |. Sars, 38 6 59 195 222 | 19¢ 
Camp Bathe, Pig oo 22) 5. ona a ae ee aeons eo alee 2a ie |e oo'aen [en -Seelinn Co] scare dite oeeastaanls« 
Camp Chase, Ohio...... 2,386 | 936 | 3,322 | 2,060 |....... A9 |. see 30 | 2,109 34| 57 
Camp Douglas, Ill.....-. 47 | 3,156 | 3, 203 Fp ee 3 lg SSeS 7 50! | one 
Camp Morton, Ind ..... 1, 252 | 1,808 | 3,060 | 1,142 |....... 26 6 336 | 1,510 98 13 
Fort Columbus, N. Y..- 15 \2 15 ees ee ee a ee Li saoactt leash 
Fort Delaware, Del.....| 8,982 154 | 9,136 90, 20... 169 8 47 314 350 77 
Fort Lafayette, N.Y --.. 46 24 | 10) }-5s2- <0. cee ose dies ol searto< 18 18 | Seseste.: 70 
Fort McHenry. Md..... 54 274 328 eS ers eae 17 33 13 29 
Fort Pickens, Fla ...... BG Lcemeaniz sh ae i ee es ee he Hee 13 |e ee 18 
Fort Warren, Mass...-. bE 7 CR Oy 8 ee a a 4 3 7 2 70 
Johnson’s Island, Obio .| 1, 668 “835 | 2,003 178 ae... Bal c. acete 8 186 46 39 
Louisville, Ky.-.....---- 438 | 1,152 | 1,590 B52 | -du-<>. 4 2 345 | 1, 203 22 | 156 
Old Capitol, D.C ...-.--- 1, 009 458 | 1, 467 786 )\ 5205. rs AES 121 Ce ec 349 
Point kout, Md..... 306)), 1, O91.) 1, S27 | 08...) Skt eslecanes 5 3 8 DO gl eeiajete 
Saint Louis, Mo........|.------. 836 $36.) 1,201 |. 225.2. 17 2 106 | 1,326 163 | 168 
Wheeling, W. Va.....-.|-------- 224 224 268 |. S22. Bele steal <ocens 10 DiSaleecnwe's 130 


a Return not on file. 
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SEPTEMBER, 1863. 


Prison. 


Allegheny City Peni- 
tentiary, Pa. 
Alton, Dils....cise..--5 
Camp Butler, Ill. a . 
Camp Chase, Ohio .. 
Camp Douglas, Ill...... 
Camp Morton, Ind ..... 
Fort Columbus, N.Y... 
Fort Delaware, Del..... 
Fort Lafayette, N. Y ... 
Fort McHenry, Md..... 
Fort Pickens, Fla ...... 
Fort Warren, Mass..... 
Johnson’s Island, Ohio - 
Louisville, Ky..-...--.- 
Old Capitol, D.C ... 
Point Lookout, Md. 
Saint Louis, Mo ssstose. 
Wheeling, W. Va.a.... 


On hand Aug. 31, 
1863. 


Transferred. 
‘ bs 
$$ o® 
aes Pa 
48 ke 
Stes |) Ba 
d | 25 | 3% 
a |6 |Ae 


OCTOBER, 1863. 


Memoranda. 


Sick 
| Citizens. 


B Transferred. 
Prison. a) 8 ‘ 3 >, & ; 3 

a" | Tt | oe 3) 8 

4 go hide) gah eeel welts Ps 

q S ° © a a i) 

5 5 a |6 Bor) Aol a) 
Allegheny City Peni- 112) |oemetsete ph 0 eee Recs beeen) Peres pes ere 

tentiary, Pa. 

Alton, TW. c foe eds.eces 6 
Camp: Butler pT a. o00s 525 Soc e| ac ctccollacoceas)|eahre ca - |e eee eee he Sec |e w kaats 
Camp Chase, Ohio...... 45 
Camp Douglas, Ill...... 1 
Camp Morton, ind. .i25 Ui 
Fort|ColumbuasN.. Vs.) BB lh) 24S ick SBG4| 2 257.1 Oe ee Becca ot ee 
Fort Delaware, Del-.... 76 
Fort Lafayette N.Y... 8 
Fort MoHenr 0 ae 22 
Fort Mifflin, Pa ........ 18 
Fort Piokens, Rlak..535| 910 | Jd. sleek u |e Sere Bee acme |e es 
Fort Warren, Mass..... 29 
Kort; Wood, No ¥. 25 2) 25.5820], --2tisimed2%|) 22200). PS. | SRS 
Johnson’s Island, Ohio. 72 
Louisville, Ky......- oh 193 
McLean Barracks, Ohio.|- 38 
Old Capitol, D.C ....... 178 
Point Lookout, Md ..... 1 
Saint Louis, Mo........ 83 


Wheeling, W. Va.a .... 


Total loss. 


Memoranda, 
a 
3 |s 
n 5 
130 ; 210 
31 | 167 
2 | sae 
261 37 
625 49 
seatet 26 
6 47 
8 8 
atleh 2 
okotlang 101 
10T jeniedt 
104] 29 
3 54 
Salas 
ae 353 
150) cosas 
200 | 266 


@ Return not on file. 
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NOVEMBER, 1863. 


Prison. 


Senge wv Peni- 
Alton, 


Cam’ 


Fort Mc ;Ma a. 
Fort Mifflin, pet E 
Fort Pickens, Fla . 
Fort Warren, Mass K 
Fort Wood, IND, 5 tower 


Prison. 


Allegheny City Peni- 


tentiary, Pa. 
DG | ee ee 
Camp Butler, C1 Ae eae 
Camp Chase, Ohio.....- 
Camp Douglas, Ill....-. 
Camp Morton, Ind ..... 
Fort Delaware, Del..... 
Fort Lafayette, N. Y ... 
Fort McHenry, Md... 
Fort Mifflin, Pa .--...-.. 
Fort Pickens, Fla -....- 
Fort Warren, Mass..... 
Fort Wood, N. Y .--.---- 
Jobnson’s epand, Ohio. 
Louisville, Ky..-....-..- 
McLean Barracks, Ohio. 
New Orleans, La. a-.... 
Old Capitol, D. C -.---.- 
Point Lookout, Md..... 
Rock Island, Ill.....--- 
Saint Louis, Mo........ 
Wheeling, W. Va...-.-- 


n Transferred. 
g 
: & 
oo : 
Pe 2. | BS 3/3 
4 3 a BE e 4 ; = a 
FI I 3 ae | 3¢ 3 3 3 
6 es |a{/6 |AS1|A lal & 
133 j-...--. rE hi 9 ee Re) Es SS eee (2s ae ee eee 
19 
6 
9 
10 
m3 - 
55 
ee 7 


DECEMBER, 1863. 


S Transferred. 

5 

4s : 86 

3 Se | pe 3 | 

a | ¥ 58) 2a e | 3 

P a) 2/8 lee) 272) 3 

° 5 i ° Ao A I °G 
4 B12 sooth aaleohecas| sees cslcece ae 1 


Memoranda. 

a : 

Ss A 

a2|)ai/s 

° 9 | 38 

is n oO 
62 134 |} 210 
eee alllsvaloate sd 18 
127 25'| 157 
146 207 4 
79 328 29 
198 600 54 
Dslitseeeek 25 
205 13 46 
76 8 5 
oS absent 2 
Leleweecee 74 


Memoranda. 
2 : 
° Q 
are 
5 | 3s 
A n o 
2 ARP remot aan 


aTncludes months of November and December, 1863 
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Abstract from monthly returns of the principal U. 8S. military prisons—Continued. 


JANUARY, 1864. 


B Transferred. Memoranda. 
3 
Prison. og 2 S a j rd 3 
. Ln] 4 @Q so o S 2 
la lg leelFel allele ial 
a 3 Ss [fal gy g S 3 es 
eI ° 3 + oO M Q oO ° 2 = 
§ Salers Se Sa ala ae |e ees 
Allegheny Ci Peni- pO fb Mt eeererer 
tent ya 
tonsil. ee. Be 1,577 87 
Camp Chase, Ohio...-.-. 2, 763 284 
Camp Douglas, Ill...... 5, 661 1 
Camp Morton, Ind ..... 203 6 
Fort Columbus, N. Y 8 
Fort Delaware, Del...-. 2 
Fort Lafayette, N.Y ..-. 48 
Fort Mc eh Md..... 32 
Fort-Mifflin, Pa :.-. 22.) $70) )'-.-....- 
Fort Pickens, Fla . 20 
Fort Warren, Mass 2 
Fort Wood, N.Y -. 6 
Jobnson’s Island, Ohio. 12 
Louisville, Ky.-..-...... 856 
McLean Barracks, Ohio 49 3 
Nashville, Tenn ..-...... 254 713 
New Orleans, La -. 276 42 
Old Capitol, D.C ....... 878 229 
Point kout, Md..... 8, 384 237 
Rock Island, I........ 5,498 | 2,418 
Saint Louis, Mo... 628 190 
Wheeling, W. Va....... 16 78 
FEBRUARY, 1864. 
3 Transferred Memoranda. 
g 
ms : 56 : 3 
Prison. 3% $ py oO ; os Q 3 
au | 3 ; a| ea 3 3 a FI 
a ) a Re) £ qa : & 3 il & i) 
Pie es ie ex Pee bat fe te et ee meen ee | 
fo) 5 H |o Aaa |A | aA 4 = a |5d 


Allegheny City Peni- 
tentiary, Pa. 

Aiton. TI. cs sess dress 
Camp Chase, Ohio 3 
Camp Douglas, Ill. : 
Camp Morton, Ind ..... 
Fort Columbus, N.Y... 
Fort Delaware, Del..... 
Fort Lafayette, N. Y ... 
Fort ponent: Md..... 
Fort Mifflin, 

Fort Pickens, Fla ...... 
Fort Warren, Mass..... 
Fort Wood, N.Y ....... 
Johnson's Island, Qhio . 
Louisville, Ky.......... 
McLean Barracks, Ohio 
Nashville, Tenn.......- 
New Orleans, La ....... 
Ohio Penitentiary...... 
Old Capitol, D.C”....... 
Point Lookout, Md..... 
Rock Island, Ill........ 
Saint Louis, Mo........ 
Wheeling, W. Va....... 
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MARCH, 1864, 
& Transferred. Memoranda. 
2 
Prison. ar a | 86 j Shs 
33 oS 2a date = % 8 a 
ee a AR oe Be aie ee 
Ble |S lee sei 2) ete) 2) 4 lz 
= aH | 56 Ae|/A | a 4 a Hn | od 
Allegheny City Peni- 111 
tontin: Y pa? 

Ue) ee 1, 064 

Camp Chase, Obio...... 1, 128 

Camp Douglas, Ill. ..... 5,517 

Camp Morton, Ind ..... 3, 12] 

Fort Columbus, N.Y... 78 

Fort Delaware, Del..... 2, 600 

Fort a ie eae 76 

Fort McHenry, Md..... 120 

Fort Mifflin, Pa........ 18 

Fort Pickens, Fla ...... 5 

Fort Warren, Mass .... 155 

Fort Wood, N. ¥ -...... 10 

Johnson’s Island, @hio.| 2,206 


Little Rock, Ark .. 73 
Louisville, Ky 133 
McLean Barracks, Ohio 38 
Nashville, Tenn .-...... 156 
New Orleans, La ...-.... 343 
Ohio Penitentiary .-.-.. 65 
Old Capitol, D.C ...-.... 17 
Point Lookout, Md..... 8, 147 
Rock Island, Ill ........ 238 
Saint Louis, Mo -......-. 622 
Wheeling, W. Va......- 43 
APRIL, 1864. 
B Transferred. Memoranda. 
Ee —z 
3 og - ; a 
Prison. 2 3 as) = 3 Z r 
a Le! ; Age oS “ gz Q = qa 
a A AS oS lees jog: fede 12. | Bab dd 
a . S 2 Pa. = Q Cy ° a) ha 
is} 5 a |6 AS|/A | A] a a |S 
Alton, Tl.....-..-..---- 18 | 539 45 | 131 
Camp Chase, Ohio. . 44 67 42 | 106 
Camp Douglas, Ill 31 8%| 254 1 
Camp Morton, Ind ..... 43 63 235 26 
Fort Delaware, Del..... 24 99 723 389 
Fort Lafayette, N.Y ... 17 BT ewaasee 76 
Fort Me enry, Md..... 4 101) ese 24 
Ore IRS osecseal FA ee ccd lL Ticncca [Se PLL.) OF BY... okd 5 Biledci. 
Fort Pickens, Fla .-.-... 1 10 |dexcd-o 8 
Fort Warren, Mass..... 9 ON. cctttes 117 
MP OLtAMOGUT WN a. ese el) ta. LO Meeealn be DO geo cs d[aet one a|eenen cls Soe |e ceacet accents Balaeaen 
Johnson’s Island, Ohio. 8 163 61 87 
Little Rock, Ark....... 19 25 34] 36 
Louisville, Ky.......... 8 328 8 41 
McLean Barracks, Ohio aoe Bilwteeee 2 22 
Nashville, Tenn..-...... 55 829 23] 181 
New Orleans, La -....-.- 1l 86) |sdeen fal ucee- 
Old Capitol, D.C ...---- 57 P45 Ws <peeiaieled 206 
Point kout, Md..... 217 527 469 150 
Rock Island, Ill-.-.....-. 126 267 649 17 
Saint Louis, Mo-.. 50 227 127 | 150 
Wheeling, W. Va..----- 5 O30) Secure 8 
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MAY, 1864. 
= Transferred. ‘Memoranda. 
Ey aL 

o6 _ a 

Prison. c| s 5 3 b & rf 2 8 a 

2 | 3 gs | 64 | a (| a (lee 

= |2/@ | |22/2/2/2/2)4/2 

fs) & | e=| 62 4e |. |.8 Je |e Pe as 
Alton; Wliscccescssesee 647 ai 22 59 | 183 
Camp Chase, Obio.....- 1, 156 11 45 42 | 113 
Camp Douglas, Ill..-.-.- 5, 379 50 104 256 1 
Camp Morton, Ind....-- 2, 600 4 23 248 40 
Fort Delaware, Del-..-... 6, 149 18 83 603 99 
Fort Lafayette, N.Y -.. 73 17 sy se 76 
Fort McHenry, Md..... 155 i 22: cseeee 55 
Fort Mifflin, Pa........ 12 1 Ws |scasete 1 
Fort Pickens, Fla ....-- Cy 1 L-cseeit 9 
Fort Warren, Mass..... 172 8 CU eer 3 119 
Fort Wood, N.Y ......- 105(3-8.. chee Oi 202 22|Bb~- oh [ecotenlt tae ce 1. seeBcel noe Biles 
Johnson’s Island, Ohio .| 2, 088 6 10 55 | 36 
Little Rock, Ark =| 627 24 | 228| 105) 76 
Louisville, Ky ..--...-. 185 1 | 1,769 25 35 
McLean Barracks, Ohio 40 1 Q(t cee 20 
Nashville, Tenn........ 112 61 | 1,716 45 | 134 
New Orleans, La ......-. 17028-|) “802) 12,825; Sots.) Bee 8 GEST |) Wee |. cca. 44 py Alas 4 
Old Capitol, D.C ....... 884 77 169 |.......| 223 
Point Lookout, Md@..... 5, 741 195 589 977 | 208 
Rock Island, Ill........| 6,679 18 243 441 16 
Saint Louis, Mo.. 452 71 145 101 | 206 
Wheeling, W. Va. 10 19 8851) secs 31 

JUNE, 1864. 
& Transferred. Memoranda. 
Kf : 
i") . 5 

Prizon. ar £. pee al G EB 

aS 4 =| 3 2 Q a a 

8 ® HS ea : a a = ‘ 2 

a A iS res Ss | 2 SHS | Ret ae 

g ° ° > r] a G) ° — 2 

o) 6 A ° fat 2 A & a) is 2) 6) 
Alton; Dla ciscisstetnes tcc 156 184 70 197 
Camp Chase, Ohio 17 27 45 | 134 
Camp Douglas, Ill.. 1 40 176 1 
Camp Morton, Ind ..... 16 105 324 38 
Fort Delaware, Del... .. 13 146 638 | lll 
Fort peacokwr) N.Y i. 5 9 iB 81 
Fort McHenry, Md..... 3 78. locke 46 
Fort Mifflin, Pa........ 2 Qilweeet aaeee 
Fort Pickens, Fla ...... i J haconett 14 
Fort Warren, Mass..... 93\ este 013 
Fort: Wood: Nav..2:2..| ')800:)..bach.) BONA. ese. Sk co eae. ee eee Ae | eee 
Johnson’s Island, Ohio - 3 5 62 84 
Little Rock, Ark ....... 22 364 62 74 
Louisville, Ky.......... 1 | 2,157 28 13 
McLean Barracks, Ohio 1 84 | cca 22 
Nashville, Tenn........ 22 | 1,499 85 | 107 
New Orleans, La ....... i} 28 17)1.4| Soe 
Old Capitol, D.C ....... 37 496 Ik. chlo 164 
Point Lookout, Md..... 250 | 1,011 | 1,400] 252 
Rock Island, Ill........ 210| '320| °393| 27 
Saint Louis, Mo........ 98 214 118 | 256 
Wheeling, W. Va....... 1 84 “| 38 
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JULY, 1864. 
——— 
& Transferred. Memoranda. 
CF Wiir 
$ A 
Prison. a) $ , b in) ; g a o 
. a g 3 & qa 
4 3 5 i=} Ns a = 3 - Sy 
z 3 g a= | 3g 3 $ a & | 3 
$ s|/a 1/6 |AS1/A lei a8 | & | & 18 
ie 6 7 26 68 | 200 
1; seetee 123 134 41 130 
5, 4 2 55 245) |ic cies 
4,431 | | 568 | 4,999 |--2....) 94] 81-12 8} 93] 350] 35 
Be Baad OR Saar at |e. Shee 13 177 48 
Fane Bio: Del ae 9, 10 2 177 686 | 111 
Fort Lafayette, N.Y ... a 16 23 eY 77 
Fort MoHenry, Md.:—.| 9 .105{" 198}; =28 |} © 4) 9955 |... ee. 38 Oeste. 112 
Fort Pickens, Fla...... | Sees. Sr jeceees? 12 
Fort Warren, oe ge fe oe ee be oe ee ee oe ee eS 34 34 ireeask lil 
os a ge. ee SE RTT ee ee tn Oo ee ee ee il ee 9 del ee) 
Johnson's Island, Ohig’=|"-2; 809" =)" 1864'S 44d oT ee Be 3 59 83 
Little Rock, Ark.......; 191} 89|/ 280} 1] #4«6| 14)...... 31 52 48 77 
Louisville, K ees 1 2 | 3,406 50 16 
McLean Barracks, Ohio : 2 7 IVA wees 21 
iramphis,Tern.. 2 222>-)°-7) BO | 89 1° 198 - 7k 1. 2h...|) 82s ke. 5 78 2 33 
Nashville, Tenn ........ 3 14 | 3,302 48 | 120 
New Orleans, La -.. 37 yeh eaeeten ee 
Old Capitol, D.C .....-- 1 46 TGT. \inazsesk 157 
Point 2 20 | 4,754 | 1,194] 256 
Rock Island, ill 2 75 1 421] 90 
Saint Louis, Mo 2 48 69 116 | 196 
Wheeling, W.Va 1 16) 393 |....... 25 
AUGUST, 1864. 
a Transferred. Memoranda. 
> 
2 = 
Lc} og t3 a 
Prison. z z ; 2 a b E) 3 3 8 E 
4 Big les lesli al ere | a 8 
at) 2) es leeieei;2lets | 3] 2 is 
& me | pe peoelas | ale hm ja | a '|s 
O70. we 00 ee a ee 1, 245 206 
rey Chase, Ghio .-.--- 1, 88 156 
Camp Dougias, Ill.-..... 6,748.\.) 1907 | 7,666.[ Y 1 |.225.3.| 2298 |) m2 |e... 2.) og 1OR | 9 288"). ..22 
Camp Morton, Ind ..-.. 4, 906 33 
Himira, iN. Yo 2. -.. 1-04. 4,411 47 
Fort Delaware, Del ..... 9, 095 73 
Fort Motions’ Ma INS Mises 59 
Fort McHenry, Md..... 131 151 
Fort Pickens, ria op SPS 11 
Fort Warren, Mass..... 146 78 
Fort Wood, N.Y ..----- Teck aly aes ween dl seh a o's ao] Seek aja gras xe ls wget clleemaen dM Aepatete 
Johnson’s Island, Ohio.| 2,441 32 
Little Rock, Ark .-....- 228 ab 
Louisville, Ky...---.--- 110 4 
McLean Barracks, Ohio. ae 
Memphis, Tenn......-. nae 
Nashville, Tenn ---...-. 153 
New Orleans, La .-..-.-- 187 ntene 
Old Capitol, WOst 271 ed 
Point Lookout, Md..... 9, 993 rf 
Rock Island, 11..-...--. 8, 398 < 
Saint Louis, Mo........ 20 oieee 
Wheeling, W. Va...-.-.- 


Tos Se > RE a a ee es ee ee ee 
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Alton, Ill.............-- 


Camp Chase, Ohio...-... 
Camp Douglas, Ill.-...-. 
Camp Morton, Ind 


Fort Warren, Mass .... 
Fort Wood,N.Y .....-- 
Johnson’s Island, Ohio . 
Little Rock, Ark....... 
Louisville, Ky.-...--..- 
McLean Barracks, Ohio. 
Memphis, Tenn ........ 
Nashville, Tenn..... we 
New Orleans, La ....--- 
Old Capitol, D.C ......- 
Point Lookout, Md. .... 
Rock Island, Ill ....--.- 
Saint Louis, Mo........ 
Wheeling, W. Va....... 


. 


On hand Aug. 31, 
1864 


SEPTEMBER, 1864. 


Delivery or 
exchange. 


OCTOBER, 1864. 


Prison. 


On hand Sept. 30, 
1864. 


Transferred. 


Delivery or 
exchange. 


Total loss. 


Alton, Til; 5 .<.-... Sate 
Camp Chase, Ohio...... 
Camp Douglas, ll...... 
Camp Morton, Ind...... 
Elmira, N.Y ........... 
Fort Columbus, N.Y... 
Fort Delaware, Del..... 
Fort Lafayette, N. ¥ ... 
Fort McHenry, Md..... 
Fort Pickens, Fla ...... 
Fort Warren, Mass..... 


Little Rock, Ark 
Louisville, K 
McLean Barracks, Ohio. 
Memphis, Tenn ........ 
Nashville, Tenp........ 
New Orleans, La.....- 


Ship Island, Miss ...... 
Wheeling, W.Va... 


2 
ill 
52 


Memoranda. 


612 23 
2a eeretae 
46 4 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION AND CONFEDERATE. 999 
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NOVEMBER, 1864. 


s Transferred. Memoranda. 
&; 
= 
Prison. + 2, | 38 er el ig i 
a < =| wa og a = F 
a 3 os | &3 a 3 8 
ce |2|e is |8s/2/213)3)2 1 
é s | a [sd 21 Ada Peel AG! wel’ 
Alton--iit ...)..% 
Camp Chase, Oh 
Camp Douglas, Ill. 
Camp Morton, Ind 
INS 2.8. 


Elmira, N. 
Fort Columbus, N.Y... 


Fort McHenry, Md .... 
Fort Pickens, Fla ...... 
Fort Warren, Mass .... 
Fort Wood, N.Y ...-.-.. 
Johnson’s Island, Ohio. 
Little Rock, Ark..-.... 
Louisville, Ky ...-..... 
McLean Barracks, Ohio 
Memphis, Tenn .-....-. 
Nashville, Tenn... : 
New Orleans, La ......-. 
Old Capitol, D.C ....... 
Point Lookout, Md..... 


Rock Island, Til ........ 
Saint Louis, Mo........ 
Ship Island, Miss.a@..-.-|......-.].--.-.-|--.---. 
Wheeling, W. Va.....-- 
DECEMBER, 1864. 
3 Transferred. Memoranda. 
é A 
Prison. oz 3 2 | Ke = x = 2 a 
act 5 F. | 5 a ro) ge Ss a 
i 3 to a | . i= a = i v 
a }-3 | ae pag | 3) se) 8 214-13 
§ i) ° ve) © 4 = QD Ey ° a) 2s 
rd i } A A | # 04 A a 1S) 
| 
PATE ORE RUPLI de rrain ae Soe melodie = 281 eee = 4 
Camp Chase, Ohio...-.-| 5,410 
Camp Douglas, Ill... --. 8, 741 
Camp Morton, Ind . 4, 678 
Elmira, N. Y -.-.--2.. 8, 027 
Fort Columbus, N. Y. 316 
Fort Delaware, Del ....| 7,625 
Fort Lafayette, N. Y. .. 128 
Fort McHenry, Md .... 282 
Fort Pickens, Fla .....- 3 
Fort Warren, Mass .-.-. 251 
Fort Wood, N.Y ...---- 1 
Johnson’s Island, Ohio.| 2,747 
Little Rock, Ark....... 215 
Louisville, Ky.--...---- 42 
Memphis, Tenn -.---.---- 42 
Nashville, Tenn......-- 230 
New Orleans, La...-.--- 359 
Old Capitol, D.C ..-..-.- 403 
Point Lookout, Md..-.-.. 10, 377 
Rock Island, Ill. a....-..|-------- 
Saint Louis, Mo....... 61 
Ship Island, Miss -.-..-- 866 
Wheeling, W. Va......- 30 


@ Return not on file. 
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JANUARY, 1865. 


nm Transferred. ‘Memoranda. 
A] . 
g ‘ og . a 
Prison. go z : 2 a b & 3 3 8 3 
3 3 i g8 | £3 j A z 3 ej g 
a | a2! |etlag 2h) e)2)s fei 
6 S| BQ-S (AP bala ba Pa fa eo 
Alton, Ill...... cisco Sse 170 172 | 286 
Camp Chase, Ohio ..-...- 378 535 | 130 
Camp Douglas, Ill..-.-.- 472 511 7 
Camp Morton, Ind...... 589 355 24 
Blmirayn. Vo j4eo1.98- 307 | 1,015 69 
Fort Columbus, N.Y... 3 13 1 
Fort Delaware, Del...-.. 126 641 86 
Fort Lafayette, N.Y ... Bi leeseee 18 
Fort McHenry, Md..... 159)| -staae 93 
Fort Pickens, Fla .- D ilarciciecate 4 
Fort Warren, Mass..... 27 5 | 127 
Johnson's Island, Ohio. 239 57 29 
Little Rock, Ark ......- 14 51 26 
Louisville, Ky....-..... 4, 306 26 22 
Memphis, Tenn .-...... 572 ge 
Nashville, Tenn......-.. 2,615 574 | 118 
New Orleans, La ..-....- 162 25 41 
Old Capitol, D.C ......- G6 eccecme 153 
Point Lookout, Md..... 1, 156 545 | 237 
Rock Island, Ill ..-.....: 447 611 24 
Saint Louis, Mo........ 35 4 1 
Ship Island, Miss ...... 630 22 18 
Wheeling, W. Va......- DG?) cctememt= 13 
FEBRUARY, 1865. 
as Transferred. Memoranda. 
o6 ‘ rr] 
Prison. we ; g 3 | p& 3 g g F 
g 3 ; ye | $8 : a g = ; 8 
2 |2/2/e8laelZ/e)ei2]4 lz 
6 ms | 1o, PASTS |e doe lea ita we 
Alton, Ill....... 1, 7214 63 | 1,784 TOO: |eusees < 89 44 885 187 | 265 


Camp Chase, Ohi : 
Camp Douglas, Ill...... 
Camp Morton, Ind ..... 
Elmira, N.Y ........... 
Fort Columbus, N. Y ... 
Fort Delaware, Del..... 
Fort Lafayette, N. Y ... 
Fort McHenry, Md .... 
Fort Pickens, Fla ...... 
Fort Warren, Mass .... 
‘Johnson’s Island, Ohio. 
Little Rock, Ark ....... 
Louisville, Ky.......... 
Memphis, Tenn ........ 
Naspville, Tenn........ 
New Orleans, La ....... 
Old Capitol, D.C. ...... 
Point Lookout, Md ..... 
Rock Island, Ill........ 
Saint Louis, Mo........ 
Ship Island, Miss .....-. 
Wheeling, W. Va ...... 
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Prison. 


Camp Chase, Ohio 
Camp Douglas, Ill. 
Camp Morton, Ind ..... 
miinirasN. ¥ 32.25.2222 
Fort Columbus, N.Y... 
Fort Delaware, Del..-... 


New Orleans, La ......-. 
Old Capitol, D.C ...-..-. 
Point Lookout, Md ..... 
Rock Island, Ill........ 
Saint Louis, Mo ......-. 
Ship Island, Miss....... 
Wheeling, W. Va..-.---- 


Fort McHenry, Md..... 
Fort Pickens, Fla ..... zy) 
Fort Warren, Mass .... 


Hart’s Island, N. Y..-.-..|.-..---- 


Johnson’s Island, Ohio ‘ 
Little Rock, Ark....... 
Louisville, Ky -.--- 2 
Memphis, Tenn ....-.... 
Nashville, Tenn .......- 


Newport News, Va..--.|.--.---- 


New Orleans, La -.. 
Old Capitol, D.C . 
Point Lookout, Md. 
Rock Island, Il - . 
Saint Louis, Mo.... 
Ship Island, Miss ...... 
Wheeling, W. Va...---- 


MARCH, 1865. 
8 Transferred. 
a 
Cs) 
Bas 86 
3 a. | es 
oO 
4 3 2 |82/58/¢ 
= 3 i} fe 3 i = 
° 5 iI 6 A? A 
899 | 157 | 1,056 21h eee 45 
7,290 | 571 | 7,861 11 | 2,286 | 309 
9, 266 61 | 9,327} 304] 1,492] 147 
2, 866 2 | 2,868 2/ 1,000} 70 
7, 046 66 }'7; 100). : de: 1,518 | 491 
poy-+: [ee 197 jucsoset 115 3 
6,842 | 2,057 | 8,899 4/ 1,038} 93 
48 | 1 49 451 BR 33 1 
175 33] 208 Dilek oo! 3 
ate ee lean ii BEEP Ee) Oc Sees es oe 
333 #7]: 880'|..25% 2 33 |...-.. 
2,444 | 12] 2,456 1| 605 2 
B80'}) 231.1 S861 |ln2see=t] MOE. 21 
194; 437] 631] 514]....... 1 
54 25 Or |c2< 94 WL ick See 
556| 197| 753) 456 |....... 29 
121; 100} 221 6 3| 10 
200) | > "254 |--- 454) |< 981] (e 21128 - 2. 
7,595 | 3,737 |11, 332 24 | 3,230 | 175 
5, 089 | 1 | 5,090 1) 2202!) S834 
67} 9443} -210'| © 198 |.2 222k 9 
616:|.-5---2 616 37 | 161 8 
25 61 86 ide | ee 
APRIL, 1865. 
= 
ce Transferred. 
kK 
° . wm 
oo 
38 ; os pomp 
Sale weer Lee 
ar| 21S (a2 i1ae] 2 
is) 5 a |6 Ae | aA 


Total loss. 


Memoranda. 


‘Memoranda. 


| Citizens. 


i] 
ao 
wwwe 


35 
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Abstract from monthly returns of the principal U. S. military prisons—Continued. 


MAY, 1865. 
& Transferred. Memoranda. 
i=] 
i) 
45 Ss : Py 
Prison. cs) 3 2 b & 3 S 8 % 
q a ; z 4 3 a 2 2 ma =| 
S|) 8 |e | Ge" ba) el eo) ge) gel lake 
aeiege| el ge® | Seo Sr) Se ee) Se) eae 
° 5 i ° Ae A >} & is n oO 
Alton Wil s.cscwemels > as'e2 63! 208 
Camp Chase, Ohio 61 
Camp Douglas, Ill 2 
Camp Morton, Ind 16 
Elmira, N. Y 34 
Fort Delaware, Del..... 70 
Fort McHenry, Md..... 42 
Fort Pickens, Fla ....-.. 9 
Fort Warren, Mass..... 74 
Hart’s Island, N. Y..... 63 
Johnson's Island, Ohio. 10 
Little Rock, Ark ....... 14 
Louisville, Ky. 23 
Momphis Tenn): -c0c.-| | LOU. ccc iy 10a. So. cles. cs s|eececleckaee| 1) 8 |» pOule am cele 
Nashville, Tenn. . =| 16 
Newport News, Va....- af 7 
New Orleans, La ..-....-. 36 
Old Capitol, D.C ....... 249 
Point Lookout, Md..... 177 
Rock Island, Ml........ 20 
Saint Lonia: Mo s..:.5.:) | IF . Ol (29 hcen.. Smee cs tl pewselsceeee!| || 20 1 (sON | aaieleee 
Ship Island, Miss....... 70 
Wheeling, W. Va......- 8 
JUNE, 1865. 
bed Transferred. Memoranda. 
Prison. ar : $ é Ss) : < 2 3 
a 3 wo] Sas Sel ES) ee! ce 8 
a g 3 o.8 Ba od 3 ® a a 3 
A 5 5 pred Nhl ch @ 3S =) 9 s 
5 me |e 16 |Aci Ala] Rm = “a |S 
A ton Pilesish See oe5 ek 391 1 392 
Camp Chase, Ohio...... BRACES cae 38, 353 
Camp Douglas, Ill......| 4,136 |....... 4, 136 
Camp Morton, Ind ..... ee 319 
BimirapNn, WY o20. Sat 8,610) }2 ets: 3,610 
Fort Delaware, Del..... TAQOHE Bes 7,126 
Fort roar IN Mik cobeaceewce 5 
Fort McHenry, Md...-. 161 1l 172 
Fort Pickens, Fla ...... 10 1 1l 
Fort Warren, Mass..... 816 4 320 
Hart's Island, N. Y..... 8, 226/66. ..8 3, 226 
Johnson's Island, Ohio.| 2, 587 36 | 2, 623 
Little Rock, Ark....... I7aise cnet 17 
Louisville, Ky.......... 180 49 229 
Memphis, Tenn ........ Sales oat 2 
Nashville, Tenn........ 12v 94 214 
Newport News, Va..... 3, 434 24 | 3,458 
New Orleans, La ....... 11 4 15 
Old Capitol, D.C ....... 144 19 1638 
Point Lookout, Md..... 17, 890 946 |18, 836 
Rock Island, Il........] | 1,110 2} 1,112 |. 
Saint Louis, Mo. . H 12 
Ship Island, Miss 10 
Wheeling, W. Va......- 24 


aUpper line covers from May 1 to 13, lower line from. May 13 to 31. 
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Abstract from monthly returns of the principal U. 8. military prisons—Continued. 
JULY, 1865. 


oer 
Died. 

Escaped 
Released. 

Total loss. 

Sick 

Citizens 


Alton, PEA ee Se 50 
Camp Chase, Ohio...... 1 
Gamp Dougiag, Atl <22.) * 80'}i65.5.) O80} eo 88 bane pg 4 [Saz.-| FIO] soll teccss enc 
Camp nahn as pe Te a Og gr Sep tel iehch ny 5) me ian ESI) aS IS pa) i fhe har lth al lar 
APRN = Manon cn noe sn] d, O4T fasacae ay hy O87 | 140 cess ss | 16-|-236 50] -- 880-1, 045 | cwen'e| sees 
Fort Delaware, Del --- 14 
Fort Lafayette, N. Y 5 
Fort McHe: M 4 
Fort Pickens, Fla -- 20 
Fort Warren, Mass..... 4 
Hart’s Island, N. Y..... 1 
Johnson’s Island, Ohio. 4 
Little Rock, Ark....... 5}. : 4 
Louisville, Ky....-.---- tx 5 BP Oat 4 4 wel eect 
Nashville, Tenn......-.. 109 
Ne FENcCWwE Na. FEO ieee} 760) |. Gee. |. cee eR i eseanc) 85] = 740! |sccssecl--co. 
ora pin Dy: Oe22-.25 50 
LE OO Os a at Rl Pe ae (ES Na | eric 
NR ET TLR Pope Seth RS See FS i | ee ee ee ae es be les ee (i a ie ee 
Wheeling, W. Va...--- 3 
e Transferred. (Memoranda. 
b 
os . FF 
Lr) oo H ” 
Prison. ge | o5 | ps g/2/2 
Pi Bab dte | 2511 Sate int en, © 4\.2..\ 2 
} 5 #16 |Ae/}A |} a |] & |] a “a |5 
Fort carte, N.Y - 8 A. Ques eas) oduaeelneaaat em 1 Aan one 4 
Fort McHenry, Md..... Dieerosee Ly) a Be Gee | ee eas 1 v 2 2 
Fort Pickens, Fla ...... 17 1 48) | 2230 ieee 2 2 Ay|Shi3. 28 17 
Fort Warren, Mass ..-. 4 1 |e PR ee ed SR a ee a {lee Ge RE 5 
Jobnson’s Island, Ohio. yi Pa #6) REP ose hc Boccia Bpcote 1 ee oe 2 
Little Rock, Ark......- cB ee Al waaccs|veneees Wee Sell nena 4 bl shone 8 
ring ios GIT oo. ses 93 16 109 20). wart ms! 7 SABRES 12 24 8} 105 
Old reer DOs. s- 25 16 41 Bile aeceptecaes 1 25 81 t 39 
Saint Louis, Mo........ itsceesar 2 lo cassaigeseest teemaceaeeees 1 ib leoee st s| ae ore 
SEPTEMBER, 1865. 
a Memoranda. 
2. 
Prison 4 < ms 3 F 
ua} ° 
a" 2 kat g 
4 g & $ | 8 
[=| D o ° j 
is) a 4 a a |o 
Fort Lafayette, N. Y --- SOV iss| 18] 2B |n-sktelpdaeccleseesei) MEIER Sis. c5% ° 
ea Smit od fake bh de oe ce ty 14 
ee aah Gal, MU MeMat | MOGs 5. loco ct eel ecees| sconce] ancsupcfaadae adlsetad ee 5 
hice teae TAL ee Tile | 6 lsaceeer | Sameer ed oa ==| it 0A | neo Fal astecre 2 
OMG ae Oisla 170 loops /[aamc-e|. Ly my 20\ ee oln| seaeeee 89 
peers Eb M0 WAEIO EE OS9 | | | 6'|:.--.0:|20-c-s|-2---- 28 
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Abstract from monthly returns of the principal U. S. military prisons—Continued. 


OCTOBER, 1865. 


S Transferred. Memoranda, 
43 
é 7 . 5 > oO 
Prison. “3 s é pS 3 3 3 E 
qe |e ee | oe Site ke | | 8 
a EB) @e\geiae | ee ra |e | aoe 
§ S|) etscolas | Alia Pe | B | wise 
Fort Lafayette, N. Y .-. 10%}. caae2: 7) eye A eee, faeee es 6 6 |sesees 4 
Fort Pickens, Fla..-.--. Pues Case 1 Boe Stag spcaree 1 3 2 St | oes ; 12 
Old Capitol, D.C ......- 13 4 17 2) Le seeee chavades 1 11 144.5222. 16 
NOVEMBER, 1865. 
: | 
vs Transferred. Memoranda. 
8 | 
(=) Fees ree | 
: 3S 3 oo : 2 
Prison. ie Y 2 B PB Sy 3 3 38 2 
g Bolg) See ee tel ote 
E UR ee eect Ag St ML eer See 
fo) 5 a ro) Ae] A | 4 a 2) 5 
Fort Lafayette, N.Y ... 4 1 By ee ciare ott) |e mn nists ei setee ate 1 1 Wee cea a4 


a These four citizen prisoners were subsequently released—one in January, 1866; two in February, 
1866, and one in March, 1866. 


[NorE.—With the exception of Andersonville, Ga., there are no 
regular monthly returns of Confederate prisons on file in the War 
Department from which an exhibit similar to the foregoing could be 
prepared for the prisoners held by the Confederate authorities. The 
returns of Andersonville are published in this series as follows: For 
June, 1864, Vol. VII, p. 438; July, 1864, ibid., p. 517; August, 1864, 
ibid., p, 708; October, 1864, ibid., p. 1082; March, 1865, Vol. VIII, p. 459. 
Such other reports or statements for periods of less than a month as 
have been found with the Confederate archives are published in their 
chronological order. 

The principal places for the confinement of Union prisoners held by 
the Confederate authorities follow: 


Americus, Ga. Mobile, Ala. 
Andersonville (Camp Sumter), Ga. Montgomery, Ala. 
Atlanta, Ga. Petersburg, Va. 
Augusta, Ga. Raleigh, N.C. 
Blackshear, Ga. Richmond (Va.) Prisons— 
Cahaba, Ala. Belie Isle. 

Camp Ford (Tyler), Tex. Castle Thunder. 
Camp Groce (near Hempstead), Tex. Crew’s. 

Camp Lawton (Millen), Ga. Grant’s Factory. 
Camp Oglethorpe (Macon), Ga, Libby. 
Charleston, S.C. Pemberton’s. 
Charlotte, N.C. Scott’s. 
Columbia, 8S. C. Smith’s Factory. 
Danville, Va. Salisbury, N.C. 
Florence, 8. CO. Savannah, Ga. 
Lynchburg, Va. Shreveport, La. 


Marietta, Ga. Tuscaloosa, Ala. | 


INDEX. 


Brigades, Divisions, Corps, Armies, and improvised organizations are “Mentioned” under name of com- 
manding officer; State and other orgamuations under their official designation. 


Abbeville, S. C. 
Transfers of prisoners, 226. 
Abbott, J. J. 
Correspondence. See Uhristian Commission, U.S. 
Abbott, Joseph C. 
Correspondence, J. M. Schofield, 358, 373. 
Mentioned, 296, 297, 364, 373. 
Ackworth, Colonel, 159. 


Adjutant-General’s Office, U. S. A.—Continued. 
Correspondence: 
O’Conor, C., 634, 640, 657. 
Ohio, Governor of, 302, 306. 
Pelouze, L. H., 755. 
Pope, J., 743. 
Prentice, J. A., 896, 897. 
Pritchard, B. D., 558. 


Adams, John, 783. 

Adams, John Quincy, 679. Reynolds, J. J., 539. 
Adams, Milton J., 554. eee E. P., 100. 
Adams, Wirt. choepf, A., 816. 


Schofield, J. M., 373. 

Seymour, T., 100. 

Shaler, A., 100. 

Sheridan, P. H., 760, 820, 845, 870, 897, 900, 902, 


Correspondenee, N. G. Watts, 411. 

Mentioned, 378, 382. 
Adjutant-General’s Office, U. S. A. 

Correspondence: 


Atty. Gen.’s Office, U.S., 656, 718, 747, 772. 

Augur, C. C., 519, 586, 794, 819. 

Banks, N. P., 100. 

Black, J.S., 712. 

Brannan, J. M., 893, 895. 

Burke, M., 652, 873, 878. 

Burton, H. S., 947, 948, 962, 965, 974, 985, 986. 

Butler, B. F., 101, 103. 

Chandler, L. H., 985. 

Chipman, N. P., 746. 

Cooper, G. E., 908, 915. 

Dana, N. J. T., 477, 481, 486, 523. 

Davis, Jefferson, Mrs., 901, 902. 

Gibson, A. A., 764. 

Gillmore, Q. A., 404, 840, 647,664,690, 692,709,743. 

Halleck, H. W., 242, 902, 905. 

Hayes, J., 220. 

Heckman, C. A., 100. 

Hitchcock, E. A., 154, 404, 885, 895, 968. 

Hoffman, W., 242, 373, 374, 410, 411, 481, 690, 709, 
714, 727, 770. 

Hooker, J., 712, 736, 881. 

Hovey, A. P., 638. 

Innes, W.., 48. 

Johnson, L., 171, 175. 

Judge-Advocate-Gen.’s Office, U.S.A., 735,887. 

Ludlow, W. H., 99. 

McDowell, I., 840. 

Manning, W. C., 763. 

Meade, G. G., 743, 745. 

Miles, N. A., 639, 642, 647, 655, 673, 682, 691, 695, 
703, 710-712, 715, 716, 718-720, 725, 728, 736, 739- 
742, 744, 746, 754, 761, 763, 766, 767, 769, 775, 833, 
834, 840-842, 846, 847, 867, 869, 871, 872, 874, 875, 
880, 882, 883, 885, 887-890, 892, 894, 896, 899. 901, 
902, 904-907, 909-914, 919-921, 925, 929-931, 945, 
946, 948-950, 952, 954, 956, 961, 974, 975. 


905, 909. 
Sherman, W. T., 743. 
Steedman, J. B., 815, 820, 870. 
Surgeon-General’s Office, U.S. A., 909, 948. 
Terry, A. H., 819, 893, 929, 930, 952. 
Thomas, G. H., 172, 538, 743, 817. 
Thomas, L., 153. 
Turner, R. R., 966. 
Wallace, L., 505, 515. 
War Department, U.S., 46, 89, 98, 113, 690, 819, 
903, 907, 911, 915, 961, 985, 986. 
Wessells, H. W., 100. 
Williams, G. A., 483. 
Wilson, J. H., 557. 

Orders for final discharge of prisoners of war, 
709, 710. 

Orders, General, series 1862: No. 142, 809. 

Orders, General, series 1865: No. 6, 86; No. 40, 
418; Nos. 46, 47, 418; No. 57, 473; No. 62, 
474; No. 68, 476; No. 78, 506,511; No. 75, 
512; No. 85, 538; No. 89, 549; No. 98, 580; 
No. 108, 585; No. 104, 633; No. 109, 641. 

Orders, General Court-Martial, series 1864: No. 
274, 115. 

Orders, General Court-Martial, series 1865: No. 
214, 543; No. 250, 573; No. 260, 632; No. 
288, 650; No. 850, 691; No. 856, 696; No. 
452, 724; No. 495, 7386; No. 505, 741; No. 
601, 784; No. 607, 775, 776, 784; Nos. 654, 
660, 837, 

Orders, General Court-Martial, series 1866: No. 
71, 888; No. 104, 898; No. 158, 926. 

Orders, Special, series 1865: No. 49, 156; No. 61, 
162; No. 158, 464; No. 215, 539; No. 243, 
560; No. 848, 682; No. 681, 784. 

Orders, Special, series 1866: No. 431, 955. 


(1005) 


1006 


Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. S. A. 
Correspondence: 
Aiken, J. M., 88. 
Beauregard, G. T., 50, 172, 209, 224, 
Bragg, B., 286. 
Chilton, R. H., 138. 
Cunningham, A. S., 139. 
Davis, Jefferson, 86. 
Ewell, R. S., 312, 366. 
Forno, H., 202. 
Gardner, W. M.., 159, 211, 265, 365, 403, 411, 412. 
Gee, J. H., 238. 
Hall, T. W., 168, 205, 245. 
Hoke, W.Jd., 224, 238. 
Holmes, T. H., 238, 287. 
Iverson, J. F., 238. 
Maury, D. H., 77, 240. 
Ould, R., 88. 
Pickett, G. E., 903. 
Pillow, G. J., 205. 


Quartermaster-General’s Office,C.S.A.,251, 265. - 


Ruggles, D., 442, 457, 461, 474, 475, 478. 
Smith, J. L., 449. 
Subsistence Department, C.S. A.,.138, 161. 
War Department, C. S., 11, 12, 49, 50, 77, 127, 
138, 139, 159, 168, 172, 225, 249, 422, 462. 
Winder, J. H., 12, 49, 83, 86, 96, 126, 127, 135, 138, 
159, 161, 168, 181, 184, 198. 
Orders, General, series 1864: No. 84, 422. 
Orders, General, series 1865: No. 6, 224, 422; 
No. 18, 447. 
Orders, Special, series 1865: No. 48, 224, 422; 
No. 51, 422; No. 52, 337; No. 58, 356; No. 
58, 451; No. 69, 427. 
Ahern, William, 53. 
Ahl, George W. 
Correspondence, A. Schoepf, 40, 80, 112, 143. 
Ahlefeldt, John. 
Assignments, 145. | 
Correspondence, E. W. Holmstedt, 36. 
Mentioned, 145. 
Aiken, J. M. 
Correspondence, Adjutant and Inspector Gen- 
eral’s Office, C.S. A., 88. 
Alabama, C.S.S. 
Engagement with Kearsarge, June 19, 1864. 
Prisoners of war, 266, 267, 407, 408, 427. 
Mentioned, 266, 407, 408, 427, 751, 752. 
Alabama, Schooner, 409. 
Alabama. 
Arrests, etc., of citizens, 86, 87. 
Operations in. Sec—. 
Athens. Action, Sept. 24, 1864. 
Mobile Bay. Operations, Aug. 2-28, 1864. 
Mobile Campaign. Mar. 17-May 4, 1865. 
Sulphur Branch Trestle. Action, Sept. 25, 1864. 
Political prisoners, 576, 648, 674. 
Supplies for prisoners of war, 69, 70, 166, 365. 
Troops paroled, 828, 829. 
Alabama, Governor of. 
Correspondence, Jefferson Davis, 365. 
Ala., Miss., and East La., Dept. of (C.). 
Surrender and parole of Taylor’s command, May 
4, 1865, 531, 540-542, 567, 717, 718, 828, 829. 
Alabama Troops (C.). 
Cavalry—Battalions: Stuart’s, 199; Warren’s, 
199; Williams’, 199. 


INDEX. 


Alabama Troops (C.)—Continued. 
Cavalry—Oompanies: Newsom’s, 199; Sleeth’s, 
199. 
Cavalry—Regiments: 4th (Hoddey), 199; 5th, 
10th, 11th, 199; Moreland’s, 199. 
Albemarle, C.S.S. 
Destruction of, Oct. 27, 1864. 
78, 214. 
Mentioned, 78, 214. 
Alcoke, Thomas C., 778. 
Alexander, George W., 764, 765, 783. 
Alice, Steamer, 328. 
Aliens. See Foreigners. 
Allegheny Penitentiary. 
Monthly returns of prisoners, from August, 
1863, to March, 1864, 991-995. 
Allen, Edward K. 
Correspondence, W. P. Richardson, 106, 205, 380. 
Allen, Harvey A. 
Correspondence: 
Dix, J. A., 196, 574. 
Hoffman, W.., 236, 243, 260, 271, 375. 
Navy Department, U.S., 83, 91, 133, 163, 170. 
Wessells, H. W., 133, 151, 163. 
Woodman, W. H., 73, 105,140. 
Mentioned, 573, 575. 
Allen, Henry W. 
Correspondence. 
Allen, Robert C. 
Correspondence: 
Baker, J. H., 296. 
Heinrichs, G., 222. 
Rex, G., 292. 
Mentioned, 292, 497. 
Allen, T., 455. 
Allen, W. @. 
Correspondence, Jefferson Davis, 201. 
Allison, A. K. 
Application for amnesty, 769, 812, 862-867. 
Arrest, charges against, etc., 658, 674, 723, 724, 
769, 862, 864-866. 
Correspondence, W. C, Manning, 723, 761. 
Mentioned, 658, 674, 769, 812, 862, 864, 865, 870. 
Allison, Charles W. B., 367. 
Allison, John H., 476. 
Allison, William, Steamer, 239, 333, 334, 351. 
Alston, Robert A. 
Correspondence, A. E. Burnside, 186. 
Mentioned, 154, 186, 187, 
Alston, W. 
Correspondence, Jefferson Davis, 838, 839. 
Mentioned, 838, 839, 849. 
Alston, William J., 838. 
Alton, Ill. 
Complaints of ill-treatment, 347, 348. 
Discontinuance of prison, 661. 
Final release of prisoners, 700, 701. 
Inspections, 682, 694, 695, 703, 704. 
Monthly returns of prisoners, from July, 1862, 
to July, 1865, 986-1003. 
Transfers of prisoners, 661. 
Alvey, J. P., 366. 
Ames, Adelbert. 
Correspondence, T. T. Heath, 662. 
Amiss, William H., 97. 
Amnesty. 
Administration of oath, 711. 


Prisoners of war, 


See Louisiana, Governor of. 
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Amnesty—Continued. 
Political prisoners, 551, 662-664, 668-671, 702, 703, 
713, 714, 736-738, 763, 764, 769, 774, 775, 812-814, 
833, 862-867. 
Prisoners of war, 151,239, 240, 260, 266, 332, 521, 
526-529, 534-536, 556, 582, 641, 820, 821. 
Proclamations of the President: 
Dec. 8, 1863, 320. 
Mar. 26, 1864, 319, 366. 
May 29, 1865, 578-580, 644, 711. 
Rumored intention of R. E. Lee to apply for, 
534-536. 
Amory, C. B., 233. 
Amos, Charles Gerrish, 640, 646. 
Amyett, Amos, 903. 
Anderson, Mr., 455. 
Anderson, Archer. 

Correspondence. See Braxton Bragg. 
Anderson, Benjamin M., 502, 644, 684, 687, 688, 724. 
Anderson, Charles W. 

Correspondence. See Nathan B. Forrest. 

Mentioned, 325, 402. 

Anderson, F., 763, 766. 
Anderson, J. W., 53. 
Anderson, John, 508. 
Anderson, S. H., 401. 
Anderson, Smith W., 717. 
Andersonville, Ga. 
Arrests, trials, etc., of prison officials, 552, 553, 
557, 586, 633, 639, 773-794, 819, 820, 926-928. 
Complaints of ill-treatment, 350, 552, 553, 746, 754. 
Consolidated returns: 
June, July, August, and October, 1864, 1004. 
January, 1865, 161, 458. 
March, 1865, 459, 471, 1004. 
Enlistment of prisoners in C. S. service, 124-126, 
201, 358, 359, 554. 
Exchange of prisoners from, 425-427, 436, 445, 
465, 470, 515, 519, 532. 

Inclosure of hospital by stockade, 111. 

Inquiries for dead and missing prisoners,729, 730. 

Management, needs, etc., 111, 126, 127, 312, 585- 

632, 730-736. 

Meeting of Union sergeants, 101. 

Observations upon diseases of prisoners, 588-632. 

Property taken from prisoners, 534, 535, 744-746. 

Raid on stores by Confederate soldiers, 532. 

Removal of prisoners, 471, 532, 765. 

Statement of D. T. Chandler,abuses, etc.,527-529. 

Stephens, A. H., protests against treatment of 

prisoners, 746. 
Winder, R. B., states connection, etc., with 
prison, 534, 535, 730-736, 744. 
Andrew, John A. 
Correspondence. See Massachusetts, Gov. of. 
Mentioned, 633, 646. 
Andrews, George L. 
Correspondence: 
Canby, E. R.S., 549. 
Dana, N. J. T., 556. 
Hoffman, W.., 717. 
Thomas, G. H., 540. 
Mentioned, 364, 542, 717, 718. 
Andrews, William, 414. 
Anna Maria, Steamer, 484. 


Annapolis, Md. 

Arrivals, condition, etc., of prisoners, 435, 436. 
Applegate, Harvey. 

Correspondence, E. R. S. Canby, 206. 
Applegate, Joseph W., 635. 
Appomattox Court-House, Va. 

Surrender and parole of Army of N. Va., Apr. 9, 
1865, 480, 481, 483, 485, 486, 488, 505,506,513, 515, 
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Arrest and confinement, 550, 551, 562, 567,570,576, 
577, 583, 674, 761. 
Conference with Abraham Lincoln, 553, 554 
Correspondence: 
Manning, W. C., 723, 761. 
War Department, C.S., 167, 311. 
See also War Department, O. 8S. 
Mentioned, 275, 305, 368, 527, 550, 551, 553, 554, 562, 
567, 570, 576, 583, 667, 674, 703, 763, 764, 838, 844, 
849. 
Release on parole, 703, 763, 764, 844. 
Campbell, John A., Mrs. 
Correspondence, War Department, U. S., 703. 
Campbell, John A., Maj. 
Correspondence. See John M. Schofield. 
Campbell, Robert A., 859, 977. 
Campbell, Thomas M., 28, 87, 226, 289. 
Campbell, William. 
Correspondence, Judge-Advocate-General’s Of- 
fice, U.S. A., 937, 938. 
Mentioned, 921-923, 934-937, 943, 944, 963, 964, 973, 
978, 979. 
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Canada, Steamer, 170. 
Canby, Edward R. S. 
Conference with R. Taylor, 514. 
Correspondence: 
Andrews, G. L., 549. 
Applegate, H., 206. 
Baker, J. H., 516. 
Bering, J. A., 206. 
Bertram, H., 490. 
Buford, N. B., 176, 197. 
Cone, P. S., 206. 
Dana, N. J. T., 73, 109, 486, 549, 551. 
Defriese, J. M., 206. 
Dill, 8. P., 206. 
Dwight, C. C., 52, 141. 
Dye, W. McE., 584, 661. 
Edwards, S. S., 206. 
¥Fraunfelter, E., 206. 
Goodwin, G. S., 206. 
Granger, G.,128, 240, 359, 518. 
Halleck, H. W.., 2, 20, 51, 52, 79, 100, 129, 240, 496, 
498. 
Haraszthy, G., 206. 
Harned, W. C., 206. 
Hazlett, A. H., 206. 
Hitchcock, B., 206. 
Hitchcock, E. A., 15, 84, 100, 109, 142, 156, 242, 
430, 640, 652. 
Hoffman, W.., 228, 316, 392, 393, 438, 496, 507. 
Hughes, T., 206. 
Huston, G. W., 206. 
Johnson, C. W.., 206. 
Lincoln, Abraham, 320. 
McCulloch, C. F., 206. 
McCulloch, J. M., 206. 
Massachusetts, Governor of, 634. 
Mefford, D., 206, 
Milliken, W. B., 206. 
Newton, J., 442, 472, 498, 
Nolton, C., 206. 
O'Conner, T. S., 206. 
Paulen, J. W., 206. 
Payne, C. A., 208. 
Pool, W. C., 206. 
Prescott, W., 206. 
Sawtelle, C. G., 516. 
Sheridan, T., 206. 
Smith, A. J., 576, 849. 
Smith, K. K., 60, 511. 
Smith, T. K., 552. 
Srofe, W.J., 206. 
Sterling, W. H., 494, 506, 536, 558. 
Stevison, J. H., 206, 
Taylor, R., 490, 499, 514, 531. 
Taylor, R.S., 206. 
War Department, U.S., 320, 578, 648. 
Watts, J. W., 206.” 
Wessell&, H. W., 15. 
White, P. H., 206. 
Wyman, H. J., 206. 
See also War Department, U. S. 
Mentioned, 45, 57,59, 70, 73, 74, 78, 84, 98, 141, 142, 
146, 149, 162, 176, 177, 197, 233, 235, 274, 319, 355, 
362, 364, 396, 401, 417, 430, 441, 470, 483, 486, 487, 
495, 498, 501, 519, 522, 540, 542, 552, 556, 561, 567, 
575, 584, 646, 648, 651, 717, 718, 720, 808, 811. 
Negotiations with E, K. Smith and R. Taylor 
15, 59, 60, 85, 88, 93, 141, 142, 146, 157, 490, 491. 


, 


INDEX. 


Cantley, John, 658, 690. 
Cantril, George E., 502, 724. 
Caraher, Andrew P. 
Correspondence, A. J. Johnson, 47, 82,116,152,216. 
Carlin, James W., 467. 
Carlton, John P., 405. 
Carnighan, John, 407. 
Caroline, Steamer, 679. 
Carothers, Thomas. 
Correspondence, G. Granger, 659. 
Carrick, Anthony L., 58, 135. 
Carrington, Isaac H. 
Correspondence : 
Doggett, H. S., 68. 
War Department, C. S., 69, 94. 
Investigation into charges against, 667, 671, 672, 
706, 707. 
Mentioned, 457, 512, 671, 672, 706, 707. 
Cartels. 
Banks-Taylor, Jan. 4, 1864, 15, 59, 60, 85, 88, 93,141, 
142, 146, 157. 
Canby-Smith, July 28, 1864, 15, 59, 60, 84, 85, 88, 
93, 146, 156, 157, 430, 483, 491. 
Carter-Vaughn agreement, Dec. 1, 1864, 377. 
Dix-Hill, July 22, 1862, 219, 227, 228, 530. 
Dwight-Watts agreement, Aug. 23, 1864, 316, 317. 
Forrest-Thomas agreement, 238, 243, 244, 323-328, 
332, 335, 354, 402, 448, 478. 
Forrest-Washburn agreement, 31, 32, 58, 73, 109, 
242, 243, 478. 
Granger-Roddey agreement, 105, 157, 179, 180,198, 
199, 220, 244, 284, 290, 336. 
Grant-Lee negotiations for release of citizens, 
236, 261, 267, 268, 282, 294, 329, 368, 391, 392, 419, 
424. 
Grant-Ould agreement, Apr. 10, 1865, 488, 489. 
Mulford-Ould agreements : 
Aug. 10, 1864, 98, 206, 238, 244, 268, 269, 275, 276, 
285-290, 293, 296-299, 329, 414, 420. 
Sept. 10, 1864, 63, 74, 79, 80, 86-88, 95, 109, 136, 170, 
171, 196, 208, 225, 231, 364, 391, 392, 394-396, 413, 
414, 423, 439, 440. 
Feb. 14, 1865, 219, 227, 228. 
Ord-Longstreet agreement, 315, 101. 
Scammon-Jones agreement, 284, 426, 436, 445, 465, 
470, 487. 
Smith-Watts-Henderson, Feb. 21 and Mar. 16, 
1865, 284, 285, 404, 405, 411, 412, 425, 426, 477, 515. 
Carter, D. Drake, 87, 407. 
Carter, Hosea B., 977. 
Carter, John C., 708. 
Carter, Samuel P. 
Correspondence: 
Butler, B. F., 6. 
Hitchcock, E, A., 25. 
Hoffman, W., 193. 
Mentioned, 70, 71, 135, 196, 197,223, 267, 272,273,377. 
Carter, William H. 
Correspondence, Judge-Advocate-General’s Of- 
fice, U.S. A., 939. 
Mentioned, 879, 880, 891, 937-939, 942, 944, 973, 979. 
Caruthers, Robert L., 325. 
Cashmyer, Ph. 
Correspondence, N. P. Chipman, 753, 764. 
Mentioned, 920. 
Treatment of prisoners, 753, 754, 764-766. 
Casteel, T. C., 87,176, 177, 197. 
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Castle Godwin, Va. 

Complaints of ill-treatment, 764, 765. 
Castleman, John B., 87, 368, 369, 477, 511, 519, 704. 
Castleman, Lewis, 859. 

Castle Thunder, Va. 

Arrests, trials, etc., of prison ofticials, 782, 783. 

Complaints of ill-treatment, 765. 

Management, needs, etc., 93, 94. 

Cathey, Lee, 421. 
Catiline, Lucius Sergius, 863, 864. 
Chance, William A., 116. 
Chandler, Daniel T. 
Correspondence: 
Ord, E. O. C., 526. 
War Department, U.S., 527. 
White, I. H., 625. 

Mentioned, 451, 527. 

Statement, Andersonville prison, 527-529. 
Chandler, Lucius H. 

Correspondence : 

Adjutant-General's Office, U.S. A.,985. 
War Department, U.S., 984. 
Mentioned, 984, 985. 
Chandler, Zachariah. 
Correspondence: 
Johnson, Andrew, 736. 
Mallory, S. R., 737, 738. 
Ohandler, Zachariah, Mrs., 738. 
Chapel, Artemus. 
Correspondence: 
Hoffman, W., 190. 
Roberts, H., 18, 37, 81, 105, 190. 
Chapin, W. B., 315. 
Chapman, Richard, 632. 
Charleston, 8. C. 
Prisoners delivered, etc. 
ery, etc., of Prisoners. 
Charleston Harbor, S. C. 

Officers under fire, 39, 74, 216, 432, 433. 
Charlotte, N. C. 

Confinement of officers, 210, 217, 224, 225, 234, 263. 

Excitement of prisoners over exchange, 270. 

Management, needs, etc., 263. 

Prisoners ordered to Wilmington, 274, 298, 299. 

Removals of prisoners, 378. 

Security of prisoners, 224, 225. 

Charlotte, N. C., Post Quartermaster (C.). 

Correspondence, War Department, C. S., 210. 
Charlton, Thomas J., 151. 

Chase, Salmon P. 
Correspondence: 
Dickson, W. M., 35. 
Johnson, Andrew, 715, 715. 
Measures for trial of Jefferson Davis, 715,716. 
Mentioned, 843, 984. 
Chase, William H., 866. 
Chase, Camp, Ohio. 
Complaints of ill-treatment, 347, 348. 
Conspiracy torelease prisoners, 6-11,523, 525,532, 
533, 543-549, 583, 584, 586-588, 637-639, 896, 897. 

Discontinuance as prison depot, 714. 

Final release of prisoners, 700, 701. 

Inspections, etc., 106, 205, 206, 380, 381. 

, Management, needs, etc., 47, 180. 
Monthly returns of prisoners, from July, 1862, 
to July, 1865, 986-1003. 
Prisoner killed by fellow-prisoner, 637. 


See Hachange, Deliv- 
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Chase, tamp, Ohio—Continued. 
Prisoners on parole, 229, 230. 
Sick and wounded, 689, 690, 693, 694. 
Smallpox, 106, 381. 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Inspections, 164, 165. 
Troops paroled, 828, 829. 
Cheatham, R. S., 766, 783. 
Cherokee, Steamer, 409. 
Chesapeake, Steamer, 295. 
Chesnut, James, jr., 96, 451. 
Chester, Samuel K., 977. 
Chevers, Mark L., 647. 
Chicago, Ill. 
Conspiracy to destroy, 54, 502, 503, 573, 644-646, 
684-689, 724, 725. 
‘¢ Chickamauga,”’ 779. 
Chilton, Robert H. 
Correspondence, Adjutant and Inspector Gen- 
eral’s Office, C.S. A., 138. 
See also Adjt. and Insp. Gen.’s Office, 0.8. A. 
Mentioned, 245. 
Chipman, Norton P. 
Correspondence: 
Adjutant-General’s Office, U.S. A., 746. 
Cashmyer, P., 755, 764. 
Judge-Advocate-General’s Office, U.S. A., 735, 
736, 746. 
Mentioned, 773, 776, 779, 780. 
Chisman, S. RB. 
Correspondence: 
Hatch, W. H., 299. 
Joknson, B. T., 299. 
Christensen, Christian T. 
Correspondence. See Edward R. S. Canby. 
Christian, Lea & Co. 
Correspondence, E. A. Hitchcock, 873, 886, 889, 
893. 
Mentioned, 873. * 
Christian Commission, U. 8. 
Correspondence, R. Ould, 92. 
Measures for relief of prisoners of war, 1, 2, 89, 
92, 122, 123. 
Mentioned, 1, 89, 122. 
Chrysler, Morgan H., 157. 
Church, Nathan, 
Correspondence. See Nelson A. Miles. 
Mentioned, 560, 710. 
Cicero, Marcus Tullius, 863. 
Cimarron, U.S. S., 488. 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Military prison. See McLean Barracks, Ohio. 
Cist, Henry M. 

Correspondence. See George H. Thomas. 
Citizens. 


Arrests, etc., 33, 86, 87. 

Banks’ order, return of civilian, 529, 584. 

Captured at Gettysburg, Pa., July 1-3, 1863, 426. 

Complaints of ill-treatment, 370-372. 

Confined in Texas penitentiary, 659. 

Employés of C.S. Government, 406, 529, 534, 578- 
580. 

Engaged in plot to release prisoners, Johnson's 
Island, Ohio, 6-11, 523, 525, 532, 533, 543-549, 
583, 584, 686-588, 637-639, 706, 708, 709, 789, 873, 
896, 897. 


INDEX. 


Citizens—Continued. 
Exchange of, held as prisoners, 25, 26, 60, 70, 71, 
135, 146, 147, 159, 196, 197, 223-225, 236, 257, 261, 
267, 268, 272-274, 282, 294, 308, 309, 329, 335, 368- 
870, 377, 378, 380, 381, 390-393, 401, 410, 411, 418, 
420, 421, 424-426, 470, 656, 658. 
Executions, 131. 
Females, 34, 104. 
Final release of, held as prisoners, 585, 654-656, 
658, 659, 683, 923, 924, 929. 
McIntosh County, Ga., 146, 147, 257. 
Newspaper correspondents in captivity, 88, 89, 
810. 
Newspaper editors, arrest, confinement, etc., 641, 
658, 657, 712, 715-717, 720, 725, 728, 736, 739, 740, 
744, 746, 754, 761, 763, 767, 769, 775, 782. 
Orders, State Department, U.S., 390. 
Punishment of, held as prisoners, 370, 371. 
Rights under Appomattox capitulation, 506. 
Trading with enemy, 33, 114, 115. 
Transfer from Fort Lafayette, N.Y., to Fort 
Warren, Mass., 379. 
Women and children permitted within lines, 153, 
158, 203. 
Women and children sent beyond lines, 559, 562. 
See also Political Prisoners. 
City Point, Va. 
Prisoners delivered, etc. 
ery, etc., of Prisoners. 
Civil Courts. 
Indictment of prisoners of war, 651. 
Clara Louisa, Schooner, 409. 
Clark, Alpheus D., 509. 
Clark, Benjamin F., 196. 
Clark, Charles. 
Correspondence, W.C. Manning, 723. 
Mentioned, 578, 674, 763, 764. 
Clark, Henry E. 
Correspondence, War Department, U. S., 227. 
Clark, J. C., 315. 
Ciark, John B. 
Correspondence, P. H. Sheridan, 761. 
Mentioned, 755, 760, 761, 782, 784, 794, 795~ 845, 870. 
Clark, Thomas L., 516. 
Clarke, Charles E., 67. 
Clarke, Frank, 473. 
Clarke, Reuben G., 131, 308, 389. 
Clarkson, William A., 196. 
Claude, Hammond, 395, 396, 486. 
Clay, Clement C., jr. 
Accusations against, 696-698, 708, 833, 843, 847- 
861, 867-869, 876-880, 890-892, 931-945. 
Confinement at Fort Monroe, Va. : 
Authority to place in irons, 565. 
Condition, treatment, etc., 559, 560, 563-566, 571, 
577, 578, 657, 673, 682, 695, 703, 706, 712, 715-720, 
736, 739, 740, 744, 746, 747, 754, 755, 761, 763, 767, 
769, 775, 834, 840-842, 846; 847, 861, 867, 869, 871, 
872, 880-883, 885-890, 892-894. 
Correspondence: 
Johnson, Andrew, 812. 
State Department, C. S., 858. 
Mentioned, 553, 558-560, 563-566, 571, 577, 657, 673, 
682, 695, 696, 703, 706, 708, 709, 712, 715, 717-720, 
736, 739, 740, 744, 746, 747, 754, 761, 763, 767, 769, 
775, 833, 834, 840-843, 846-848, 852, 855-861, 867- 
869, 871, 872, 874-883, 885-894, 896-900, 931-933, 
985, 937, 939-941, 944, 945, 962, 964, 977, 978. 


See Exchange, Deliv- 
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Clay, Clement C., jr.—Continued. 
Parole, 892, 899. 
Rumors of plots to release, 706. 
Writ of habeas corpus, 577, 578. 


Clay, Clement C., jr., Mrs., 558, 559, 564, 573, 585, 


718, 719, 744, 747, 761, 841, 842, 846, 872, 889. 
Clay, Clement C., sr., 86, 87. 
Clay, Hugh L. 


Correspondence. See Adjutant and Inspector 


General's Office, O. S. A. 
Clayton, Henry D., 453. 
Cleary, William C., 549, 696, 856, 857, 859, 899, 977. 
Clergymen. 
Divine services in prisons or camps, 271. 
Clifton, U.S.8., 316. 
Clifton, William C. 
Correspondence, U.S. Grant, 648. 
Clopton, David. 
Correspondence, War Department, C. S., 69. 
Mentioned, 69. 
Clopton, John, 263. 
Clothing. 


Prisoners of war, 23-25, 36, 66, 90, 105, 106, 135,137, 


151, 154, 163, 180, 195, 196, 258. 
Clyde, Steamer, 558, 559, 562-566. 
Cobb, Howell. 

Correspondence: 
Gibbs, G. C., 532. 
Grover, C., 403, 492. 
Taylor, R., 378, 382. 
Wilson, J. H., 508. 


Mentioned, 46, 47, 378, 404, 417,446, 560, 573, 578, 


789, 791. 

Parley with T. M. Key, June 15, 1862, 46, 47. 
Cobb, John D., Mrs., 153, 158, 203. 
Cochrane, John H., 153. 

Cocke, Thomas A. 

Correspondence, Jefferson Davis, 201. 
Cockrell, Francis M., 552. 

Codori, George, 426. 
Coffey, H.. 

Correspondence, U.S. Grant, 556. 
Coffman, W. S., 93. 

Cogswell, Milton. 

Correspondence, J. A. Dix, 282. 

Mentioned, 282. 

Cole, Charles H., 706, 708, 709, 739, 873, 878, 881. 
Cole, Thomas J., 620. 
Colfax, Schuyler. 

Correspondence. See Congress, U.S. 

Colgrove, Silas, 7, 543. 
Collins, Arnott D., 183. 
Collins, Paul W., 274. 
Collins, William H., 508. 

Columbia, 8. C. 

Abandonment, etc., 213, 214. 

Change of prison site, 83, 86, 127. 

Conversion of greenbacks, 131. 

Escapes of prisoners, 443, 444, 449-457. 

Funds of prisoners, 54, 110, 131, 446, 456. 

Management, needs, etc., 168, 443, 444, 449. 


Removal of prisoners, 127, 209, 210, 213, 217, 218, 


225, 234, 378, 437, 438, 449-457. 
Security of prisoners, 209-213, 225. 
Subsistence supplies, 159, 
Treatment of prisoners, 345. 


Columbus, Fort, N. Y. Harbor. 

Inspections, 157. 

Management, needs, etc., 190. 

Monthly returns of prisoners, from July, 1862, 
to April, 1865, 986, 987, 991, 992, 994, 995, 998- 
1001. 

Columbus (Ohio) Arsenal. 
Conspiracy to seize, 6-11, 523-525, 532, 533, 543- 
549, 583, 584, 586-588, 637-639, 896, 897. 
Columbus (Ohio) Penitentiary. ‘ 
Complaints of ill-treatment, 347. 
Comer, E. J., 100. 
Commissary-General of Prisoners (C.). 

Correspondence. See John H. Winder, William 
UM. Gardner, and Daniel Ruggles. 

Establishment of headquarters, 5, 417, 466. 

Gardner, W.M.: 

Appointed temporarily, 205, 417. 
Relieved, 337. 

Imboden, J. D., assigned to command prisons in 
Ga., Ala., and Miss:, 12. 

Inspection of prisons, 470, 471, 473. 

Instructions to B. T. Johnson, 479. 

Jurisdiction and duties, 442, 443. 

Orders for parole and delivery of all Union pris- 
oners, 225, 535, 

Orders, Circulars, .series 1865: (Gardner) Feb. 
14, 225. 

Orders, General, series 1865: (Gardner) No. 5, 
417; Noe 6, 422; (Imboden) No. 2, 122; 
(Ruggles) No. 1, 4335 Apr. 26, 516; (Winder) 
No. 1, 5; No. 8, 195. 

Orders, Special, series 1865: (Ruggles) No. 2, 
470; Nos.8, 5, 473; (Winder) No. 1, 12. 

Pillow, G.J., appointed and relieved, 205, 224. 

Regulations governing prisoners of war, 457, 458, 

Ruggles, D., appointed, 427, 428, 433, 447. 

Side-arms and property of prisoners, 457, 458. 

Commissary-General of Prisoners (U.). 

Annual report of E. A. Hitchcock, 968-972. 

Consolidated statements of prisoners, 1, 770-772, 
821-832. 

Correspondence. See Ethan A. Hitchcock and 
William Hofman, 

Hitchcock, E. A., assigned, 784. 

Hoffman, William: 

Assigned, 162. 
Relieved, 784. 

Instructions governing prisons or camps, 201, 
271, 295, 296, 302, 331, 332, 372, 409. 

Mortality in Union and Confederate prisons, 946- 
948, 

Notice to claimants, prisoners’ money, 906. 

Orders, Circulars, series 1865: No. 2, 215; June 
17, 656. 

Orders, General, series 1865: No. 1, 62, 152. 

Orders, Special, series 1864: No. 49, 15.- 

Orders, Special, series 1865: No. 2, 22; No. 12, 
80; No. 17, 104. 

Paroled prisoners, 410, 565, 634, 635. 

Political prisoners, 647. 

Prison fund, 767, 768. 

Prisoners declining excbange, 220, 237,260, 271,272. 

Prisoners received and delivered for exchange, 
Nov. 25, 1864—A pr. 22, 1865, 504, 521-523. 

Supervision and control of prisoners, 484, 647,648. 
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Commissary-General of Prisoners (U.)—Cont'd. 
Trade with sutlers, 187, 188, 215. 
Transportation, 192, 363, 366, 367, 383. 

Wessells, H. W., relieved, 156. 

Company Shops, N. C. 
Removal of prisoners, 263. 

Compton, William B., 87. 

Conduct of the War. 

Use of prisoners in removal of torpedoes, 49, 50. 

Cone, P. 8. 

Correspendence, E. R. S. Canby, 206. 

Confederate Currency. 

Prisoners’ funds, 131, 172, 312, 313, 706, 707. 
Proposition to send to Union prisoners, 154, 163. 

Confederate Troops. 

Infantry—Battalions: Tucker’s Foreign, 254; 
8th, 254. 

Congress, C, S. 

Arrest and banishment of ex-members, 68, 69, 
471, 472, 500, 504, 526, 532, 557, 664. 

Correspondence: 

Davis, Jefferson, 398. 

Morris, J. D., 383. 
Execution of J. Y. Beall, 398-400, 416.° 
Measures of retaliation, 197. 
Treatment of prisoners of war, 49, 337-353. 

Congress, U.S. 

Cobb-Key parley, June 15, 1862, 46, 47. 
Correspondence: 

Johnson, Andrew, 843. 

Lincoln, Abraham, 46. 

Turner, L. C., 921. 

War Department, U. S., 97, 255, 809, 842, 848, 

903, 948. 
Exchange of prisoners, 46, 47, 97-103, 113. 
Execution of prisoners, 2d N. C. (Union), 903, 904. 
Mortality in prisons, 946, 947. 
Political or state prisoners, 255-257. 
Taxes on cotton, 283. 
Trial of Jefferson Davis, 843-845, 898, 899. 
Connecticut Troops. 

Infantry—Regiments: 17th, 635, 656. 

Conner, H. W., & Co., 54, 55. 

Conover, Sanford. | 
Correspondence, Judge-Advocate-General’s Of- | 

fice, U.S. A., 932-936, 938, 939, 941, 963. 
Mentioned, 921-923, 931, 933, 936-939, 941-945, 962- 
964, 973, 978-980. 
Subornation of witnesses, 921-923, 931-945, 962- | 
964, 973, 974, 976-080. 

Conover, Sanford, Mrs., 974. 

Conroy, Edward, 798. 

Constitution, Steamer, 658. 

Converse, J. C., & Co., 315. 

Conway, George, 777. 

Cooke, David G., 19, 48, 171. 

Cooley, 8. W., 431. 

Coolidge, Richard H. 

Correspondence, M. Mills, 329. 

Mentioned, 48. 

Cooper, George E. 

Correspondence: 
Adjutant-General’s Office, U.S. A., 908, 915. 
Burton, H.S , 947, 962, 965-968, 972-976, 980-983. 
Harrison, B. N., 920. 
Hoffman, W., 6, 56. 
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Cooper, George E.—Continued. 

Correspondence: 

Miles, N. A., 846, 871, 875, 880, 882, 883, 886, 887, 
889, 892, 894, 897, 900, 901, 904, 907, 913, 920, 921, 
925, 929-931, 945, 946, 949-952, 954, 956. 

Thomas, G. H., 6. 

Mentioned, 6, 846, 871, 874, 875, 880, 882, 883, 885, 
887, 892, 894, 896, 899, 901, 904, 906, 907, 909, 913— 
915, 917-921, 924, 925, 929-931, 945, 948-950, 952, 
954, 956, 965. 

Cooper, George E., Mrs., 919. 

Cooper, Joseph A. 
Correspondence, J. D. Cox, 633. 

Cooper, Samuel, General. 

Correspondence. See Adjutant and Inspector 
General's Office, O. S.A. 

Mentioned, 121, 168, 198, 311, 366, 422, 458, 478, 479. 

Cooper, Samuel, Private, 87. 
Copeland, Joseph T., 695. 
Corday, Uharlotte, 936. 
Cornelius, James E., 66. 
Correspondence. 

Prisoners of war, 52, 53, 76, 77. 
Cosmopolitan, Steamer, 643. 
Cotter, James, 151. 

Cotton. 

Revenue tax, 282-284, 314. 

Sales of, for relief of Confederate prisoners, 2, 
13-15, 20-24, 27, 30, 51, 52, 57, 63, 64, 67-70, 73,74, 
77-79, 82, 83, 90, 113, 114, 123, 124, 128, 129, 137, 
151, 166, 199, 200, 202-204, 227, 233, 240-2192, 257, 
282-284, 308, 313-315, 356, 359, 365, 389, 434, 459, 
487, 489, 502, 558, 661. 

Coulton, John, 197. 
Courts-Martial. 

Davis, S. B., 132, 133. 

Harris, B. G., 632, 633, 842. 

Sentences for imprisonment during the war re 
mitted, 580. 

Courts of Inquiry. 
Request for, of J. Holt, 964, 965. 
Cowen, A. B., 196. 
Cowen, Benjamin 8. 
Correspondence, War Department, U.S., 256. 
Mentioned, 256. 
Cox, Jacob D. 
Correspondence, J. A. Cooper, 633. 
Cox, Robert, 117, 119. 
Coyner, William R., 395. 
Cragg, Robert, 196. 
Craig, Samuel R., 189. 
Crane, Charles H. 

Correspondence, Surg. Gen.’s Office, U. 8. A., 953. 
Craney Island, Va. 

Hospital, 482, 493. 

Proposed depot for prisoners, 469, 477, 482. 
Craven, John J. 

Correspondence: 

Davidson, J. H., 493. 

Hoffman, W., 494. 

Miles, N. A., 720, 740. 

Mentioned, 739, 740. 

Crawford, James W., 115. 

Crawley, W. H., 407. 

Crocker, Frederick. 
Correspondence, J. S. Palmer, 316. 
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Crockford, Captain, 248, 250. 
Cross, Andrew B. 
Correspondence, H. W. Wessells, 48. 
Crouch, > 197, 273. 
Crow, W. P., 847. 
Crowely, Barney, 93. 
Croxton, John T., 402. 
Craft, Charles, 20. 
Cumberland, Md. 
Troops paroled, 828, 829. 
Cumberland, Department of the {U.). 
Prisoners captured Sept. 7, 1864—Jan. 20, 1865, 96. 
Cummings, Willoughby. See Samuel Boyer Davis. 
Cunningham, Arthur S. 
Correspondence, Adjutant and Inspector Gen- 
eral’s Office, C.S. A., 139. 
Curell, James R. 
Correspondence: 
Dwight, C. C., 153, 158, 208, 274. 
Taylor, R., 490. 
Mentioned, 403, 489, 490. 
Curtin, Andrew G., 426. 
Curtis, Newton Martin. 
Correspondence. See Edward O. O. Ord. 
Curtis, Samuel R. 
Correspondence, Army Headquarters, 99. 
Mentioned, 98. 
Curtiss, Jacob 8. 
Correspondence, N.J. T. Dana, 520. 
Cushman, Albert W., 87. 
Cuthrell, Charles, 903. 
Cutler, Nathan. 
Correspondence, F. D. Sewall, 555. 
Mentioned, 563. 
Cutts, James M. 
Correspondence, E. A. Hitchcock, 967. 
Cuyler, John M. 
Correspondence: 
Lyman, G. H., 660, 664. 
Surgeon-General’s Office, U.S. A., 464, 660. 
Mentioned, 464. 
Dahigren, John A. 
Correspondence, Q. A. Gillmore, 488. 
Mentioned, 146, 257. 
Dahlgren, Ulric, 344. 
Dalrymple, E. P., 340, 341. 
Dalton, Ga. Action at, Oct. 13, 1864. 
Prisoners of war, 175, 176. 
Dana, Charles A. 
Correspondence, War Department, U. S., 563. 
See also War Department, U. 8. 
Mentioned, 262, 658. 
Dana, Napoleon J. T. 
Correspondence : 
Adjt. Gen.’s Office, U.S. A., 477, 481, 486, 523. 
Andrews, G. L., 556. 
Canby, E. BR. S., 73, 109, 486, 549, 551. 
Curtiss, J. S., 520. 
Davenport, E. L., 486. 
Forrest, N. B., 31, 32, 58, 73, 109. 
Grant, U.S., 477, 481, 483. 
Henderson, H. A. M., 498, 537. 
Hoffman, W.., 491, 492, 514, 539, 554. 
Smith, M. L., 425. 
Watts, N. G., 488, 498, 515, 519. 
Mentioned, 483, 486, 488, 489, 492, 520, 522, 537, 549. 
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Dana, Napoleon J. T.—Continued. 
Negotiations with N. B. Forrest, 31, 32, 58, 73, 109, 
242, 243. 
Daniel, Charles Travis, 502, 644, 684, 685, 724. 
Danville, Va. 
Inspections, 139. 
Management, needs, etc., 33, 474-476, 480. 
Prisoners on hand, 437. 
Removal of prisoners, 33. 
Supplies from U.S. Government, 167, 220. 
Darby, J. A., 142, 229. 
Darien, Ga. 
Prisoners delivered, etc. See Exchange, Deliv- 
ery, etc., of Prisoners. 
Darling, H. A., 926. 
Davenport, Ed. L. 
Correspondence, N. J.T. Dana, 486. 
Mentioned, 540. 
Davenport, Henry K., 674, 675, 751. 
Davids Island, N. Y. Harbor. : 
Transfers of prisoners, 684, 691. 
Davidson, J. Ham. 
Correspondence: 
Craven, J.J., 493. 
Harold, J., 505. 
Hoffman, W.. 488, 505, 508. 
Mentioned, 494, 508, 510, 692, 693. 
Davidson, J. W. 
Correspondence, A. A. Stevens, 2, 44, 113,144, 209, 
310, 358, 412, 506. 
Davidson, James H., 778. 
Davis, Lieutenant, 87, 455. 
Davis, C. E., 93. 
Davis, C. W. 
Correspondence, L. F. Fix, 497. 
Davis, Daniel, 307, 308, 413, 414. 
Davis, G. W., 407. 
Davis, George, 798, 799. 
Davis, Hugh L., 274. 
Davis, J. W., 407. 
Davis, Jefferson. 
Accusations against, 516, 655, 666, 696-698, 815, 
816, 843, 847-855, 883-885, 890-892, 921-923, 931- 
945, 962-965, 976-980, 
Confinement at Fort Monroe, Va. : 
Condition and treatment, 559-566, 570, 571, 573, 
577, 578, 639, 640, 642, 647, 691, 695, 710-712, 715- 
720, 736, 739, 740-743, 746-748, 754-761, 763, 767, 
769, 770, 772, 773, 775, 834-836, 840-842, 846, 847, 
867, 869-872, 874, 875, 880-883, 885-887, 889, 892- 
894, 896, 897, 900-902, 904-921, 925, 926, 929-931, 
945-956, 962, 965-968, 972-976, 978, 980-983. 
Description and plan of Carroll Hall, 755-760. 
Newspaper reports of ill-treatment, 914-920. 
Parole within limits of fort, 913, 914. 
Placed in irons, 565, 571, 577. 
Red tape episode, 841. 
Report of medical board, 953, 954. 
Requests interview with Seward, 573. 
Rumors of plots to release, 706. 
Surg. Gen. J. K. Barnes’ report, 924. 
Visitors, 666, 690, 766, 767, 821, 833-836, 871, 872, 
874-876, 900-902, 904, 905, 910-913, 925, 974, 975. 
Correspondence: 
Adjt. and Insp. Gen.’s Office, C.S. A., 86. 
Alabama, Governor of, 365. 
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Davis, Jefferson—Continued. 

Correspondence: 

Allen, W. G., 201. 

Alston, W., 838, 839. 

Bragg, B., 262. 

Cocke, T. A., 201. 

Congress, C.S., 398. 
Goodloe, J. L., 201. 

Jefevat, G. U. B., 201. 
Johnson, B. T., 501. 

Morgan, M. D., 201. 

Navy Department, C. S., 398. 
O’Conor, C., 634, 655. 

Ould, R., 381, 400. 

Perkins, J. W., 201. 
Perryman, W.J., 201. 
Robertson, C. H., 201. 
Toadvine, D. A., 201. 
Wallace, A. D., 201. 

War Department, C. S., 202, 839. 

Measures for trial of, 715, 716, 798. 

Mentioned, 86, 133, 147, 149, 150, 202, 205, 281, 288, 
344, 352, 398, 516, 523, 528, 534, 550, 555, 558-560, 
563-566, 569-571, 573, 577, 624, 639, 640, 642, 647, 
648, 655-657, 663, 666, 673, 683, 684, 690, 691, 693, 
695, 696, 706, 710-713, 715, 716, 718-720, 727, 736, 
737, 739-742, 744, 746-748, 754-756, 761, 763, 766- 
769, 772, 774, 775, 789, 791, 794, 798, 800, 804, 805, 
807, 816, 818, 821, 833-836, 838-856, 864, 867, 869, 
871, 872, 874, 875, 879-887, 889-894, 896-902, 904- 
921, 924, 925, 929-933, 935-938, 940, 942, 944-956, 
962, 964-968, 972-978, 980-986, 

Opinion of Attorney-General, U.S., 844, 845. 

Perjury of witnesses, 921-923, 964, 965, 978-980. 

Pursuit and capture, May 1-10, 1865, 523, 555, 558, 
559, 569, 570. 

Reasons for non-trial, 794, 844, 845. 

Resolutions of U.S. Congress respecting trial, 
etc., 843-845, 847-867, 898, 899. 

Tender of legal services, 634, 639, 640, 642, 647, 
655, 657, 658, 666, 691, 763, 766. 

Treasure captured with, 768, 769. 

Writ of habeas corpus, 577, 578, 983-986. 

Davis, Jefferson, Mrs. 

Correspondence: 

Adjutant-General’s Office, U.S. A., 901, 902. 
Attorney-General’s Office, U. S., 870, 875. 
Johnson, Andrew, 874, 900, 902. 

Meigs, M. C., 666. 

Miles, N. A., 747. 

Mentioned, 558, 559, 562, 564, 571, 573, 585, 683, 684, 
717, 719, 720, 748, 769, 772, 840, 841, 869, 874, 889, 
900-902, 904, 905, 907, 909, 918, 919, 924, 947, 949, 
953, 975. 

Davis, John, 958. 

Davis, Lizzie, Steamer, 407. 

Davis, Murray, 653, 654. 

Davis, Robert H., 87, 95. 

Davis, Ross, 407. 

Davis, Samuel Boyer, 132, 133, 181, 191, 204, 216, 261, 
262, 309, 735, 736, 774, 837. 

Davis, Varina. See Mrs. Jefferson Davis. 

Day, Thomas W., 440. 

Dean, J. 8., 795. 

Dean, William A., 314. 

Deer, Steamer, 575, 580. 
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Defriese, John M. 

Correspondence, E. R. S. Canby, 206. 
Delafield, Edward, 337. 1 
Delaware, Fort, Del. 

Complaints of ill-treatment, 347. 

Final release of Confederate officers, 673. 

Inspections, 40, 80, 112, 143. 

Management, needs, etc., 114, 180. 

Monthly returns of prisoners, from July, 1862, 

to July, 1865, 986-1003. 

Political prisoners, 660. 

Reduction of prison establishment, 727. 

Supplies from respective Governments, 114. 

Transfers of prisoners, 191, 192, 243, 294, 379. 
Demming, Lorenzo, 78. 

Dennis, Elias S., 542, 718. 
Dent, Frederick T. 
Correspondence. See U. 8S. Grant. 
Dent, John, 317, 320, 381. 
De Russy, Fort, La. 
Prisoners delivéred, etc. See Exchange, Deliv- 
ery, etc., of Prisoners. 
Deserters. 

Confederate, 242, 309, 320, 441, 442, 500, 501. 

Deuel, J. M., 315. 
Deveny, John, 977. 
Devine, Thomas J., 820. 

Devlin, B. 

Correspondence, War Department, U.S., 549,552. 
Deynoodt, Joseph, 768. 

Dibrell, Richard H., 340, 341. 
Dickey, William H., 717. 
Dickson, W. M. 

Correspondence, S. P. Chase, 35. 

Digges, Charles N., 567. 
Dill, Samuel P. 
Correspondence, E. R. S. Canby, 206. 
Dillingham, John, 59. 
Dillon, Joseph, 296. 
Dillon, R., 313. 
Dinking, Chapman, 103. 
Director, Schooner, 408. 
Dix, John A. 
Correspondence: 
Allen, H. A., 196, 574. 
Army Headquarters, 99. 
Beall, W. N. R., 21. 
Burke, M.., 428, 640. 
Cogswell, M., 282. 
Foote, H.8., 472. 
Grant, U.S., 641. 
Hoffman, W.., 260, 379. 
War Department, U. S., 83, 91, 471, 472, 504, 519, 
532, 557, 568, 572, 573, 577, 658, 799, 809. 
Instructions, confinement of political prison- 
ers, 640. 
Mentioned, 21, 195, 229, 256, 280-282, 398-400, 415, 
416, 640, 653, 657, 799. 
Negotiations with D. H. Hill, 799. 
Dobbs, L. D., 6. 
Dodd, Harrison H., 7, 525, 543, 544, 685; 
Dodge, Grenville M. 
Correspondence: 
Baker, J. H., 377. 
Fisk, C. B., 469. 
Pope, J., 358, 469. 
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Dodge, Grenville M.—Continned. 
Correspondence : 
Randolph, J. F., 377. 
Rex, G., 376. 
Mentioned, 18, 19, 377, 516, 659, 661, 694, 704. 
Proposition to enlist prisoners to serve against 
Indians, 359. 
Doggett, H. S. 
Correspondence: 
Carrington, I. H., 68. 
Orders, series 1865: No. 4, 69. 
War Department, C. S., 68. 
Donaldsonville, La. Attack on, June 28, 1863. 
Prisoners of war, 15, 59, 85, 88, 93, 141, 142, 146, 157, 
483. 
Dorr, Joseph B. 
Correspondence, Abraham Lincoln, 101. 
Dorsey, W. F.. 476. 
Dotson, M., 164, 291, 379. 
Doubleday, Abner, 114. 
Doubloon, Steamer, 317. 
Dougherty, Hardy, 903. 
Doughty, Charles H. 
Correspondence: 
Provost-Marshal-General, U.S. A.,517. 
War Department, U.S., 493, 517. 
Douglas, D. G., 87. 
Douglas, Camp, Lil. 
Clothing, 68. 
Complaints of ill-treatment, 347, 348. 
Conspiracy to release prisoners, 6-11, 54, 502, 503, 
523-525, 532, 533, 543-549, 573, 583, 584, 586-588, 
637-639, 644-646, 684-689, 724, 725, 896. 897, 928. 
Discontinuance as prison depot, 714. 
Final release of prisoners, 700, 701. 
Inspections, 44, 76, 144, 145. 
Management, needs, etc., 180. 
Monthly returns of prisoners, from July, 1862, 
to July, 1865, 986-1003. 
Orders, Special, series 1865: No. 12, 66; No. 23, 
115. 
Prisoner murdered by fellow-prisoner, 401, 403, 
405. 
Shooting of prisoners, 66, 67, 115, 116. 
Sick and wounded, 689, 690, 693, 694. 
Sutlers, 145. 
Douglass, Mr., 879, 940, 941. 
Douglass, Captain, 751. 
Douglass, De Witt C., 431. 
Douglass, Sarah, 878, 879, 891, 921-923, 940-944, 963. 
Dow, Neal, 29, 343, 347. 
Dozier, A. W., 87. 
Drake, Charles. See D. Drake Oarter. 
Drane, H. M., 277, 451. 
Draper, J. W., 476. 
Duane, James C., 185. 
Du Bose, Dudley M., 334. 
Duke, Basil W., 838, 839. 
Duncan, James W.., 782,783, 789,791, 819, 820, 926-928. 
Duncan, W. A., 984. 
Duncan, Sherman & Co. 
Correspondence, J.J. Lewis, 283. 
Mentioned, 282, 283, 749. 
Dunham. See Sanford Oonover. 
Dunham, Mrs. See Sarah Douglass. 
Dunham, Albert B., 67. 
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Durham Station, N. C. 
Troops paroled Apr. 26, 1865, 513, 770-772, 828, 
829, 836, 837, 842. 
Dusky, George, 87, 104, 129, 130. 
Dwight, Charles C. 
Correspondence: 
Banks, N. P., 100. 
Buckner, S. B., 93. 
Canby, E. R. S., 52, 141. 
Curell, J. R., 153, 158, 203, 274. 
Franklin, W.B., 100. 
Herron, F. J., 472. 
Hitchcock, E. A., 364, 396, 491. 
Lee, S. P., 365. 
Levy, W. M., 100. 
McCulloch, J. M., 196. 
Palmer, J.S., 45. 
Szymanski, I., 59, 65, 85, 146, 232, 402, 430. 
Ullmann, D., 84, 88, 146, 157. 
Mentioned, 45, 52, 228, 229, 319, 438, 467, 476, 489, 
491, 494-496, 508, 540, 585. 
Dye, William McE. 
Correspondence : 
Canby, E. R. S., 584, 661. 
Hoffman, W.., 643. 

Dyer, Clarence H. 
Correspondence. 

Dyer, Jacob S., 87. 

Eakin, George N.,.58, 193. 

Earl St. Vincent. See John Jervis. 

Early, Jubal A., 372. 

East, Department of the (U.). 

Orders, General, series 1865: No. 17, 279, 398; 
No. 24, 414, 

East Tennessee. 

Bushwhackers, 369, 370. 

Exchange of citizens held as prisoners, 25, 26, 
70, 71, 135, 196, 197, 223, 224, 267, 268, 272-274, 
335, 369, 370, 377, 378. 

Political prisoners, 369, 370. 

Easter, H., & Co., 314. 

Eaton, Amos B. 
Correspondence. 
Mentioned, 13, 38. 

Echols, John. 
Correspondence: 

Feeny, G.S., 277. 
Gillespie, B., 277. 
Johnson, W., 277. 
Ould, R., 389. 
Vaughn, J. C., 389. 
Mentioned, 267, 307. 

Echols, R. J. 

Correspondence, B. T. Johnson, 263. 

Eckert, Thomas T. 

Correspondence: 
Augusta, Ga., Telegraph Operator, 666. 
Miles, N. A., 743. 
Sheldon, G. D., 741, 743. 
War Department, U. S., 746, 747. 
See also War Department, U. S. 
Mentioned, 742. 

Edgar, William F. 

Correspondence, Surg. Gen.’s Office, U.S.A., 660. 

Edmands, Thomas F. 

Correspondence, A. Ordway, 667, 671, 706. 


See Edward R. S. Canby. 


See Subsistence Dept., U.S.A. 
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Edsall, Thomas H., 925, 975. 
Edwards, John, 407. 
Edwards, 8. 8. 
Correspondence, E. R.S. Canby, 206. 
Eggling, Edward G., 805. 
Egypt Station, Miss. Engagement, Dec. 28, 1864. 
Prisoners of war, 124-126, 201, 358, 359, 552, 554. 
Elisher, Isaac, 516. 
Elkins, J. M., 142, 229. 
Ella and Anna, Steamer, 408, 409. 
Elliott, Thomas W., 307, 431, 743. 
Ellis, Charles E., 164. 
Ellis, Henry M., 142, 229. 
Elmira, N. Y. 
Complaints of ill-treatment, 52, 53, 76, 77, 347. 
Correspondence of prisoners, 52, 53, 76, 77. 
Damage by flood, 419, 420. 
Discontinuance as prison depot, 714. 
Final release of prisoners, 700, 701. 
Inspections, 34, 39, 181, 209, 701, 702. 
Monthly returns of prisoners, from July, 1864, 
to July, 1865, 997-1003. 
Management, needs, etc., 65. 
Sick and wounded, 689, 690, 693, 694. 
Smallpox, 24, 25. 
Supplies from Confederate Government, 23, 24, 
90, 105, 106, 137. 
Elwell, J. J., 195. 
Emack, George M., 764, 783. 
Embert, John R. H., 87, 114, 115; 132, 395, 436, 650. 
Emerson, Joseph C., 71. 
Emery, Frederic W. 
Correspondence. See Gordon Granger. 
Emmons, William H. H. 
Correspondence. See Napoleon J. T. Dana. 
Emory, Thomas, 53. 
Emory, William H. 
Correspondence, W.S. Hancock, 488, 
Mentioned, 636, 715. 
English, James W., 308. 
Esteph, Henry P., 28, 739. 
Eubanks, B. F., 637, 671. 
Eubanks, Jack, 509. 
Evans, Edwin A., 746. 
Evans, Estwick. 
Correspondence, Andrew Johnson, 792. 
Evarts, William M., 985. 
Everett, George B., 509. 
Eversman, Henry, 183. 
Ewell, Benjamin S., 527. 
Ewell, Richard 8. 
Correspondence: 
Adjt. and Insp. Gen.'s Office, C.S. A., 312, 366. 
Johnson, Andrew, 582. 
Pegram, J. W., 300. 
War Department, C.S., 311. 
Ewell, Richard S., Mrs. 
Correspondence, G. H. Thomas, 506. 
Mentioned, 501, 507, 513. 
Ewing, H. T., 361. 
Exchange, Delivery, etc., of Prisoners. 
Annual report of— 
Hitchcock, E. A., 799-811. 
War Department, U.S., 811, 812. 
Aubrey Territory, 404, 405, 411, 412, 477, 515, 519, 
520. 
Baton Rouge, La., 364, 365, 438, 439. 
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Exchange, Delivery, etc., of Prisoners—Cont’d. 
Blakely, Ala., Apr. 2-9, 1865, 490. 
Blockade-runners, 194, 195, 294, 295, 390, 406-409, 
485, 506, 575, 580. 

Brashear City, La., June 23, 1863, 60, 65, 66. 

Butler's plan, 147-151, 162, 243, 806-808, 810. 

Cartels. See Cartels. 

Charleston, 8S. C., 218, 219, 353, 354, 356, 373, 375, 
413, 424. 

Citizens held as prisoners, 25, 26, 60, 70, 71, 135, 
146, 147, 159, 196, 197, 223-225, 236, 257, 261, 267, 
268, 272-274, 282, 294, 308, 309, 329, 335, 368-370, 
377, 378, 380, 381, 390-393, 401, 410, 411, 418, 419, 
421, 424-426, 470, 483, 656, 658. 

City Point, Va., 258, 259, 375, 418. 

Civilian employés, 486. 

Congress, U.S., 97-103, 113. 

Crews of merchant vessels, 219, 227, 228, 294, 295, 
394, 407-409, 439, 485. 

Darien, Ga., 403, 484, 485, 488-504, 512, 513, 521. 

Declarations, orders, etc. .: 

Confederate, 336, 356, 466, 486. 

Instructions governing, 474, 481, 482. 

Union, 45, 319, 336, 353, 356, 374, 403, 410, 411, 413, 
418, 473, 474, 476, 478, 481, 486, 494, 504, 512, 513, 
523, 540, 549, 585, 820, 821. 

Deliveries prevented by military operations, 

- 882, 418, 419. 

Delivery suspended, 444, 462, 465. 

De Russy, Fort, La., 146, 157, 233. 

Designation of points of delivery, 238, 357, 374, 
417, 427, 489. . 

Detention from, to be tried for murder, 409. 

Donaldsonville, La., June 28,1863, 15, 59, 85, 88, 93, 
141, 142, 146, 157, 396, 397, 402, 403, 430, 431, 466, 
483, 489-491, 494-498, 507, 508. 

East Tennessee, 25, 26, 70, 71, 135, 196, 197, 223,224, 
267, 268, 272-274, 335, 369, 370, 377, 378. 

Entering enemy’s lines by mistake, 315, 401. 

Errors in rank on parole-rolls, 331, 332, 360, 361. 

Exchanged prisoners, 311, 312, 838, 339, 373. 

Flag-of-truce boats, 300, 309, 310, 333, 334. 

Forwarding for delivery, 229, 233, 244, 260-264, 
266-270, 274-276, 286-290, 293, 294, 297-301, 304- 
810, 317, 320, 322, 329, 335, 359, 360, 365, 366, 418, 
419, 446, 447, 449-457, 466, 467, 496, 512. 

Grant’s views regarding, 170, 363. 
Guerrillas, 176-178, 201, 306, 313, 317, 322, 360, 383- 
389, 421, 431, 550, 741, 742, 817, 818, 820, 821. 
Helena, Ark., July 4, 1863, 15, 59, 85, 88, 93,141,142, 
146, 157, 396, 397, 402, 403, 430, 431, 466, 483, 489- 
491, 494-498, 507, 508. 

Instructions governing receipt and delivery, 188, 
438, 439, 444, 447, 448, 481, 482, 498. 

Jacksonville, Fla., 425-427, 436, 445, 465, 470, 487, 
505, 532, 563, 634, 635, 642, 643, 656. 

James River, Va., 217, 358, 354, 356, 373, 413, 419, 
420. 

Measures for care of prisoners delivered, 297. 
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Medical officers, 58, 95, 134, 135, 156, 198, 277-279. 

Mobile, Als., 32, 153, 158, 208, 277, 364, 365, 378, 382, 
403, 417, 438, 444, 461. 

Mobile Bay, Ala., Aug. 2-28, 1864, 15, 32, 84, 85, 
146, 153, 158, 208, 226, 233, 236, 248, 260, 316, 365, 
392, 403, 481, 460, 811. 

Mobile (Ala.) campaign, Mar. 17-May 4, 1865. 
490, 491, 499. 


INDEX. 


Exchange, Delivery, ete., of Prisoners—Cont’d. 
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Negroes. See Negroes. 
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411, 441, 442, 472. 
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Nurses, 393, 394. 

Officers. See Officers. 

Paroling prior to delivery, 188. 

Political prisoners, 313, 317, 320, 329, 380, 381, 394. 
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1864, 59, 60, 233, 396, 397, 430, 489, 491, 494, 496- 
498, 507, 508, 511-514. 
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357, 374, 375, 443. 

Priority upon taking oath of allegiance, 187. 

Pulaski, Fort, Fla., 218, 219, 419, 432, 433. 
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146, 157, 232, 319, 365, 402, 403, 460, 483, 494, 521, 
540, 549, 561, 584, 585, 643. 
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244, 262, 263, 266, 268. 

Rico’s Bluff, Fla., 405, 406, 411, 441, 442, 472. 

Savannah, Ga., 258, 259, 353, 354, 356, 373, 875, 413, 
417, 424. 

Selections of points of delivery, 304, 305, 382. 

Sick and wounded, 97, 231, 232, 235, 239, 269, 277, 
310, 331-334, 363, 375, 464, 465, 477, 478, 493, 664— 
666, 689, 690, 693, 694. 

South, Department of the (U.), 219, 236, 289, 309, 
332, 431, 484, 485, 488. 

Spanish Fort, Ala., Mar. 27—Apr. 8, 1865, 490. 

Special, 31, 32, 58, 61, 73, 95, 109, 194, 197, 208, 233, 
322, 332, 410, 443, 447, 528. 

Specific equivalents, 59, 60, 123, 199, 233, 307. 

Spies, 301, 306, 394-396. 

Statement of R. Ould to C. S. Congress, 351-353. 

Steele-Smith captures, 15, 59, 85, 88, 93, 141, 142, 
146, 157, 396, 397, 402, 403,430, 431, 466, 483, 489- 
491, 494-498, 507, 508. 

Trans-Mississippi, 15, 59, 60, 65, 66, 84, 85, 88, 93, 
141, 142, 146, 156, 157, 173, 215, 216, 228, 229, 235, 
396, 397, 402, 403,:430, 431, 466, 483, 489-491, 494- 
498, 507, 508, 511-514, 531, 575, 576. 

Transportation, 300, 309, 310, 333, 334, 351-353, 363, 
366, 367, 383. 

Unable to bear sea voyage, 235. 

Under charges, 291, 409. y 
Vicksburg, Miss., 481, 483, 484, 486, 487, 491-493, 
504, 519-523, 537, 539, 540, 549, 555, 556, 585. 
Vicksburg prisoners surrendered July 4, 1863, 

233, 234. 

Weat Mississippi, Military Division of (U.), 45, 
316, 319, 365, 460, 575, 576. 

Wilmington, N, C., 235, 262, 263, 268, 269, 275, 276, 
285-290, 293, 294, 296-299, 303-305, 309, 310, 313, 
315, 317, 358, 373, 374, 420, 421. 

Winding up of business of agents, 661. 

Faber, C, CU. & H. M., 313. 
Fabricius (Roman Consul), 850. 
Fauntleroy, Dr., 476. 

Feaster, Mrs., 160. 
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Feeny, @. S. 
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Mentioned, 58, 193. 
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Fennell, John P., 842, 348. 
Ferguson, Samuel W., 328. 
Fessenden, Joshua A., 905, 914. 
Fessenden, William P. 

Correspondence, War Department, U. S., 517. 

Ficklen, Joseph B., 68. 

Fielding, Mr., 686. 

Finegan, Joseph. 
Correspondence, D. L. Yulee, 866. 
Mentioned, 862, 866. 

Finegas, Henry, 977. 

Finn, Richard, 328, 329. 

Fisk, Clinton B. 
Correspondence, G. M. Dodge, 469. 
Menti¢ned, 469. 

Fitch, George W. 
Attempted murder by captors, 19, 20, 48, 64, 65, 

171, 172, 393, 425. 
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Mentioned, 48, 171, 393. 

Fitzgerald, P. F. 

Correspondence, W. Hoffman, 156. - 
Fitzhugh, C. L., 93. 

Fix, L. F. 

Correspondence, C. W. Davis, 497. 
Flags of Truce. 

Boats, 800, 333, 334. 

Release of prisoners taken while under, 474, 485, 

Transportation of prisoners delivered, 300, 309. 

310, 333, 334. 
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Flinn, John M., 29. 
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Arrest and trial of prison officials, 782,783. 

Complaints of ill-treatment, 754, 765, 766. 

Escape of prisoners, 449-457. 

Inquiries for dead and missing prisoners, 729,730. 

Inspections, 137-139. 

Management, needs, etc., 160, 161, 218. 

Number of prisoners, 137. 

Removal of prisoners, 13, 96, 127, 161, 172, 181, 191, 

209-218, 218, 224, 225, 234, 238, 239, 244, 245, 449- 

457. 

Scarcity of subsistence, 160, 161, 172. 

Security of prisoners, 209-213. 

Winder, J. H., urges parole of prisoners, 96. 
Florida, C. S. S., 83, 91, 133, 151, 163, 170. 
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Operations in. See— 

Natural Bridge. Action at, Mar. 6, 1865. 
Newport Bridge. Skirmish, Mar, 5-6, 1866. 
Troops paroled, 828, 829. 
Florida, Governor of. 

Correspondence, Florida Convention, 833, 866, 
Florida Convention. 
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Florida, Governor of, 833, 866. 
Mallory, S. R., 833, 866. 
Florida Troops (C.). 

Artillery, Light— Batteries: Leon,* 613, 

Floyd, Richard S., 53. 


* Also called Florida Light Artillery. 
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Parkhurst, J. G., 244, 323-328, 354, 402, 448. 
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Washburn, C. C., 31, 32, 58, 73, 109, 242, 243, 478. 
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Molineux, E. L., 100. 
Taylor, R., 100. 
Mentioned, 460. 
Fraser, John, & Co., 768. 
Fraunfelter, Elias. 
Correspondence, E. R. S. Canby, 206. 
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Prisoners of war. See Mobdile Bay, Ala. 
Gains, John, 509. 
Galloway, Samuel. 
Correspondence: 
Hoffman, W., 445, 468, 496. 
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Citizens captured, 426. 
Ghormteg, Samuel, 197. 
Gibbs, George C. 
Correspondence: 
Cobb, H., 532. 
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Gibson, Augustus A. 
Correspondence: 
Adjutant-General’s Office, U.S. A., 764. 
Wessells, H. W., 53. 
Woodman, W. H., 35. 
Gibson, 0. W., 3, 41, 75, 112, 142, 762. 
Gibson, Randall L. 
Correspondence, R. Taylor, 542. 
Gibson, William. 
Correspondence, S. Jones, 405, 411. 
Mentioned, 472. 
Giddings, Joshua, 939. 
Gifford, Captain, 351, 353. 
Gilbert, Judge, 881. 
Gillem, Alvan C. 
Correspondence, J.C. Vaughn, 208. 
Gillespie, Benjamin. 
Correspondence, J. Echols, 277. 
Mentioned, 58, 193. 
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Trowbridge, L. S., 369, 371. 
Gordon, George H. 
Correspondence: 
Hoffman, W.., 482. 
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Grant, Judge, 16. 
Grant, U. S. 
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Dix, J. A., 641. 
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INDEX. 


Greensborough, N. C. 
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Mentioned, 163, 164, 651. 
Howell, Jeff. D., 648. 
Howison, R. B., 389. 
Howorth, W. L., 78, 214. 
Hubbard, Captain, 718. 
Hubbard, Lucius F., 718. 
Hughes, Thomas. 
Correspondence, E..R. S. Canby, 206. 
Hughes, Denver & Peck, 773. 
Hall, George W., 688. 
Humphreys, Andrew, 7-11, 543-547. 
Humphreys, West H., 86, 87. 
Humphrys, John. 
Correspondence, U.S. Grant, 556. 
Hundley, Daniel R., 41-43. 
Hunt, Lewis C. 
Correspondence: 
Beall, W. N. R., 199, 215, 228. 
Noyes, F. G., 199. 
Paine, H. E., 193. 
Tracy, B. F., 215. 
Mentioned, 124, 140, 235. 
Hunter, Dr. See Thomas H. Hines. 
Hunter, David. 
Correspondence, Army Headquarters, 99. 
Mentioned, 696, 700. 
Hunter, John H. 
Correspondence, War Department, C. S., 95. 


See Judge-A dvocate-General’s 


’ 


Hunter, Robert M. T. 
Arrest and confinement, 534, 535, 550, 551, 576, 583, 
674, 723, 724. 
Correspondence: 
Halleck, H. W., 551. 
Manning, W. C., 723. 
Mentioned, 534, 535, 550, 551, 570, 576, 583, 674, 844. 
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Hunter, Thomas T., jr., 53. 
Hunter, William. 
Correspondence. See State Department, U. 8. 
Huntington, G. C., 330. 
Huntington, J. F. 
Correspondence, C. W. Hill, 32. 
Hurd, Charles H. 
Correspondence. See John W. Turner. 
Hurlbut, Stephen A. 
Correspondence, Army Headquarters, 99, 100. 
Mentioned, 319, 487, 494, 498. 
‘Hurley, Dan. C., 197. 
Hurt, Benjamin, 692. 
Hussing, C. H., 69. 
Huston, George W. 
Correspondence, E. R. 8. Canby, 206. 
Hutchins, Benjamin T. 
Correspondence, B. F. Butler, 71. 
Mentioned, 64. 
Supplies distributed to prisoners, 71-73. 
Hutchins, Samuel, 103. 
Hutchinson, George B., 977. 
Hutchinson, R. R., 372, 379. 
Hutter, J. R., 95. 
Huwald, Gustave A., 87. 
Hyams, G. J., 859. 
Ida, Schooner, 408. 
Mlinois Troops. 
Infantry—Regiments: 77th, 130th, 643; 187th, 
486; 144th, 695, 704. 
lisley, Edwin, 871. 
Imboden, John D. 
Assignments, 12. 
Correspondence: 
Henderson, H. A. M., 117. 
Jones, S., 118. 
Ould, R., 458. 
Ruggles, D., 535. 
War Department, C.§., 121. 
Wirz, H., 312. 
Mentioned, 12, 122. 
Orders, General, series 1865: No. 2, 122. 
Orders in case of mutiny of prisoners, 122 
Indiana, Steamer, 537. 
Indiana, District of. 
Orders, General, series 1865: No. 1, 6; No. 27, 
543; No. 87, 587; No. 88, 637. 
Indiana, Governor of. 
Correspondence, Andrew Johnson, 794, 798. 
Suggests trial of Jefferson Davis in Indiana, 798. 
Indiana Troops. 
Infantry—Regiments: 48d, 319. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
Conspiracy to seize arsenal at, 6-11, 523-525, 532, 
533, 543-549, 583, 584, 586-588, 637-639, 896, 897. 
Indians. 
Enlistment of prisoners for service against, 359.9 
Ingraham, H. H., 408. 
Ingraham, Timothy. 
Correspondence: 
Augur, C. C., 586. 
Hoffman, W., 259, 511, 658. 
Mentioned, 567. 
Innes, William. 
Correspondence: 
Adjutant-General’s Office, U.S. A., 48. 
Fitch, G. W., 19, 48. 


| 


INDEX. 


| Iowa Troops. 


Infantry—Regiments: 18th, 28th, 29th, 82d, 
88d, 643; 86th, 319, 643. 


| Irish, D. T., 939. 


Irving, William, 903. 
Irving Block Prison, Memphis, Tenn. 
Monthly returns of prisoners, from July, 1864, 
to June, 1865, 997-1002. 
Isaac Smith, U.S. 8. 
Capture of, Jan. 30, 1863. Prisoners of war, 146, 
147, 257. 
Mentioned, 146. 
Ish, A. J., 197. 
Island Queen, Steamer. 
Mentioned, 279, 280, 399, 708. 
Seizure of, Sept. 19, 1864, 83, 84, 279-282, 398-400, 
416, 708. 
Iverson, John F. 
Arrest and trial, 782, 783. 
Correspondence: 
Adjt. and Insp. Gen.’s Office, C.S. A., 238. 
Forno, H., 139. 
Johnson, B. T., 218; 234. 
Winder, J. H., 160. 
Mentioned, 137, 213, 450, 453, 454, 765, 766, 783. 
Jackson, Andrew, 679. 
Jackson, George. 
Correspondence, R. F. Hoke, 264. 
Mentioned, 270. 
Jackson, William H., 326, 542. 
Jackson, Miss. 
Relief of Union prisoners by U.S. authorities, 437. 
Jacksonville, Fla. 
Prisoners delivered, etc. 
ery, etc., of Prisoners. 
Jacob, Richard T., 23. 
James, Joshua, 60. 
James, William, 184. 
James, William L., 469. 
James River, Commanding Officer North Side (C.). 
Correspondence, B. F. Butler, 103. 
Jamison, R., 408. 
Janes, Edmund §., 89. 
Jarboe, William A., 93. 
Jarvis, Gustavus A., 361. 
Jefevat, G. U. B. 
Correspondence, Jefferson Davis, 201. 
Jefferson, Thomas, 524, 737, 814. 
Jeffries, Dr., 688. 
Jenkins, C. P., 408. 
Jenkins, John W., 314. 
Jenkins, Thornton A. 
Correspondence, D. H. Maury, 240. 
Mentioned, 67, 128. 
Jennings, A. @., 314. 
Jervey, C. P., 408. 
Jervis, John, 851. 
Jessee, George M., 384, 385, 387. 
Johns, John P., 408, 440. 
Johnson, Adam R., 88. 
Johnson, Andrew. 
Amnesty proclamation, May 29, 1865, 578-580. 
Correspondence: - 
Attorney-General’s Office, U.S., 844, 910. 
Blair, F. P., sr., 839. 
Bradley, J.C., 820. 
Brown, J.E., 711. 


See Eachange, Deliv- 


INDEX. 


Johnson, Andrew—Continued. 
Correspondence: 
Chandler, Z., 736. 
Chase, S. P., 715, 716. 
Clay, C. C., jr., 812. 
Congress, U. S., 843. 
Davis, Jefferson, Mrs., 874, 900, 902. 
Evans, E., 792. 
Ewell, R, S., 582. 
Foote, H. S., 526. 
Grant, U.S., 815, 840. 
Grierson, B. H., 818. 
Hitz, J., 792. 
Hovey, A. P., 587. 
Indiana, Governor of, 794, 798. 
Judge-Advocate-General’s Office, U.S. A., 644, 
684, 750, 775. 
Livermore, C F., 718. 
Mallory, S. R., 662. 
Marvin, W.., 769. 
Schade, L., 773, 793. 
Sheridan, P. H., 766. 
Slingluff, C. B., 774. 
Steedman, J. B., 818. 
Stephens, A. H., 885. 
Stewart, W. M., 526. 
Vogdes, I., 702. 
War Department, U. S., 500, 526, 769, 811, 848, 
900, 906, 910, 923, 925, 929, 984. 
Yalee, D. L., 668, 702, 864. 
Davis, Jefferson : 
Confinement and treatment, 740, 741, 767. 
Measures for trial, 715, 716, 798. 
Permission to Mrs. Davis to visit, 875, 876, 900- 
902, 904, 905. 
Reasons for non-trial, 794. 
Red tape episode, 841. 
Resolution of U.S. Congress respecting trial 
of, 843-845. 
Mentioned, 322, 519, 527, 528, 532, 534, 548, 550, 551, 
555, 557, 568, 573, 574, 578-580, 583, 584, 633, 637, 
641, 645, 647, 649, 650, 670, 684, 689-691, 693, 696- 
700, 3, 709, 710, 712, 714-716, 725, 736-738, 740, 
742-744, 747, 750, 760, 763, 764, 767, 769, 775, 782, 
791, 792, 794-796, 815-817, 819, 820, 833, 836, 839, 
840, 842, 843, 845, 847, 848, 855, 856, 861, 862, 864, 
867, 870, 872, 887, 888, 890, 893, 895-899, 901, 902, 
904, 905, 907, 908, 911, 912, 914-919, 923, 928, 929, 
932, 940, 955, 965, 976-978, 983-986. 
Order, case of B, G. Harris, 633. 
Orders, series 1865: July 5, 699; July 15, 700; 
July 22, 725; Aug. 30, 736; Nov. 8, 791. 
Johnson, Andrew, jr,, 528. 
Johnson, Andrew J. 
Correspondence: 
Caraher, A. P., 47, 82, 116, 152, 216. 
Hoffman, W., 216, 272, 322, 360, 466, 514, 694 
Rock Island Argus, Editor of, 16. 
Wessells, H. W., 15, 37, 38, 48, 82, 152. 
Mentioned, 108, 704. 
Johnson, Bart., 88. 
Johnson, Benjamin W. 
Correspondence, R. Ou)d, 374. 
Mentioned, 131. 
Johnson, Bradley T. 
Assignments, 473. 
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Johnson, Bradley T.—Continued. 
Correspondence: 
Baker, L. S., 288, 294. 
Booth, G. W., 300. 
Bragg, B., 263, 275. 
Chisman, S. R., 299. 
Davis, Jefferson, 501. 
Echols, R. J., 263. 
Forno, H., 213, 218, 270, 294, 299, 452. 
Gardner, W. M., 212, 218, 239, 263, 264, 269, 275, 
287, 293, 304. 
Gee, J. H., 245. 
Griswold, E., 263. 
Harvie, E. J., 500. 
Hatch, W. H., 305. 
Hoke, R. F., 276, 288. 
Hoke, W. J., 234, 276. 
Holmes, J. C., 287. 
Iverson, J. F., 218, 234. 
Johnston, J. E., 499, 501. 
Martin, J. G., 212. 
Morfit, M., 287. 
North Carolina, Governor of, 168, 211. 
Ruggles, D., 479, 512. 
Sumner, T. J., 269. 
Symons, J. V., 300. 
Tyerly, J. L., 254. 
War Department, C. S., 158, 269, 298. 
Wilson, J., jr., 254. 
In command of prisoners in South Carolina, 218. 
Instructions, etc., care of prisoners, Appomat- 
tox campaign, 479. 
Mentioned, 178, 179, 205, 213, 218, 245-247, 249-251, 
449, 452, 473, 475, 662. 
Treatment of prisoners, 662. 
Johnson, £. K., 57, 222, 223. 
Johnson, C. W. 
Correspondence, E. R. 8. Canby, 206. 
Johnson, Edward, 443, 446. 
Johnson, George, 315. 
Johnson, Jeptha C. 
Correspondence, I. Szymanski, 178. 
Johnson, Lewis. 
Correspondence: 
Adjutant-General’s Office, U.S. A., 171, 175. 
Leach, J.8., 175. 
Johnson, Robert, 408. 
Johnson, William. 
Correspondence, J. Echols, 277. 
Mentioned, 58, 193. 
Johnson’s Island, Ohio. 
Conspiracy to release prisoners, 6-11, 528, 525, 
632, 533, 543-549, 583, 584, 586-588, 637-639, 706, 
708, 709, 739, 873, 896, 897. 
Discontinuance as prison post, 701. 
Escape of prisoners, 41-44. 
Final release of Confederate prisoners, 653. 
Inspections, 4, 5, 41-44, 75, 76, 112, 113, 143, 182,183, 
329-331. 
Lee, 8. P., in charge of prisoners, 695. 
Management, needs, etc., 32, 33, 49, 329-331, 653, 
654. 
Masonic Association resolutions, 563, 581. 
Monthly returns of prisoners of war, from July, 
1862, to September, 1865, 986-1003. 
Mortality reports, 49. 
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Johnson's Island, Ohio—Continued. 
Murder of prisoner by citizen, 258. 
Orders, Special, series 1865: No. 84, 183. 
Trade with sutlers, 187, 188. 
Transfers of prisoners, 95, 739. 

Johnston, Andrew, 34). 

Johnston, Joseph E. 
Correspondence: 

Grant, U.S., 814. 
Johnson, B. T., 499, 501. 
Sherman, W. T., 490, 842. 


Mentioned, 285, 412, 413, 422, 476, 479, 513, 536, 553, 
587, 588, 726, 730, 770-772, 776, 797, 811, 828, 829, 


837, 838, 849. 

Johnston, J. Stoddard. 
Correspondence. See John Echols, 

Johnston, William Preston, 558, 559, 562, 660. 

Jones, Lieutenant, 795, 835. 

Jones, C. F., 795. 

Jones, C. M., Mrs. 

Correspondence, J. H: Winder, 111. 
Jones, David, 903. 

Jones, E.P., 342. 

Jones, H. @., 89.’ 

Jones, J. D., 443. 

Jones, James M., 291. 

Jones, Joseph. 

Correspondence: 

Thornburgh, A., 625. 
Winder, J. H., 589. 

Mentioned, 588, 589, 613. 

Observations on diseases of prisoners, 585-632. 
Jones, Rufus C., 41-43. 

Jones, Samuel, Lieut. Col. 
Correspondence, J. D. Imboden, 118. 
Mentioned, 794,795, 834, 835, 951. 

Jones, Samuel, Maj. Gen. 
Correspondence: 

Bedel, J., 101. 

Foster, J. G., 100, 101. 

Gibson, W.., 405, 411. 

Newton, J., 441, 442, 500. 
Scammon, E. P., 284, 436, 445, 470. 
Tilghman, B. C., 474, 485. 
Vogdes, I., 505. i 

War Department, C. Si, 426. 

Mentioned, 54, 98, 442, 445, 465, 471, 472, 642. 
Jones, Stephen, 903. 

Jones, Stephen E. 

Correspondence: 

Buckner, L., 107, 141. 

Folsom, L. B., 35. 

Hoffman, W.., 261, 271, 291, 390. 
Wessells, H. W., 36, 107. 

Jones, William, 408. 

Jones, William D., 903. 

Jordan, Thomas B., 431. 

Jordan, William P. 

Correspondence, B. F. Tracy, 3, 89. 
Josey, John E., 230. 
Judge-Advocate-General’s Office, U. S. A. 

Correspondence: 

Adjutant-General’s Office, U.S. A., 735, 887. 
Campbell, W., 987, 938. 

Carter, W. H., 939. 

Chipman, N. P., 785, 736, 746, 
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| Judge-Advocate-General’s Office, U. S. A.--Cont'd. 


Correspondence: 

Conover, S., 932-936, 938, 939, 941, 963. 

Grenfel, G. St. L., 928. 

Hanna, J., 525, 532. 

Hoffman, W., 706, 708. 

Johnson, Andrew, 644, 684, 750, 775. 

Terry, A. H., 834. 

Turner, L. C., 962, 973, $78. 

War Department, U. S., 255, 554, 638, 690, 692, 
742, 769, 782, 799, 812, 833, 834, 838, 847, 855, 862, 
882, 890, 898, 912, 920, 931, 951, 961, 964, 965, 976, 
977. 

Wright, F. B., 987. 

Court of inquiry asked by J. Holt, 964, 965. 

Depositions taken respecting C. C. Clay, jr., 867- 
869, 876-880, 883-885. 

Execution of prisoners, 2d N. C. (Union), 903, 
904. 

False testimony against Jefferson Davia, C.C. 
Clay, jr., and others, 890-892, 921-923, 931-945, 
962-965, 976-980. 

Investigation and trial of political prisoners, 
255-257. 

Opinions, reviews, etc., in cases of: 

Adams, J., 782, 783. 

Alexander, G. W., 782, 783. 

Allison, A. K., 812, 862-867. 

Barrett, Captain, 782, 783. 

Bowles, W. A., 532, 533. 

Cheatham, R. S., 782, 783. 

Clay, C.C., jr., 833, 847-861, 890-892, 931-945. 

Cole, C. H., 706, 708, 709. 

Conover, S., 921-923, 931-945, 962-964, 973, 974. 

Davis, Jefferson, 690, 847-855, 890-892, 931-945. 

Duncan, J. W., 782, 783. 

Emack, G. M., 782, 783. 

Gee, J. H., 782, 783, 882. 

Godwin, A. C., 782, 783. 

Gurley, F. B., 741, 742. 

Hanchett, H. S., 834, 835, 951. 

Harrison, B. N., 888-840. 

Horsey, S., 582, 533. 

Iverson, J. F., 782, 783. 

Mallory, S. R., 812, 847-867. 

Milligan, L. P., 532, 583. 

Mosely, Lieutenant, 782, 783. 

Nesbit, Dr., 782, 783. 

Officials charged with cruel treatment of 
Union prisoners, 782, 783. 

Order of American Knights, 523-525, 644-646, 
684-689. 

Peacocke, 782, 783. 

Robinson, J. E., 706, 708, 709. 

Rylander, J. E., 782, 783. 

Semmes, R. T., 644-646. 

Shooting of prisoners by guards, 692, 693. 

Steamer Salvador prisoners, 750-753. 

Turner, R. R., 783, 912, 920, 961. 

Vowles, D. W., 782, 783. 

Wilson, Lieutenant, 782, 783. 

Winder, R. B., 782, 788, 799, 834, 887, 888. 

Winston, J. H., 784. 

Wirz, H., 775-781. 

Yulee, D. L., 812, 847, 848, 862-867, 


Karg6, Joseph, 125, 126. 
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Kean, Robert G. H. 
. Correspondence, War Department, ©. S., 204. 
Kearsarge, U.S. S., 266. 
Kellum, Elijah, 903. 
Kelton, John C. 
Correspondence. See Army Headquarters; also 
Henry W. Halleck. 
Kendrick, Henry F., 53. 
Kendrick, Richard, 108. 
Kenessick, Mr., 194. 
Kennedy, Robert C., 414-416, 428, 850, 852, 857, 859, 
880, 891, 937, 941. 
Kentucky. 
Banishment of Lientenant-Governor Jacob, 23. 
Exchange, etc., of prisoners from, 173. 
Final release of prisoners, 549, 556. 
Operations in. See— 
Lebanon. Skirmish, July 5, 1863. 
Morgan’s Raid. July 2-26, 1863. 
Return of Confederate prisoners to homes in, 
536, 588. 
Kentucky, Department of (U.). 
Orders, Special, series 1865: No. 84, 520. 
Kentucky Troops (U.). 
Infantry—-Regiments: 20th, 107, 185. 
Kerner, T. E.,'510. 
Kerney, J. M. 
Correspondence. See William R. Miles. 
Kerr, Samuel L., 197. 
Kerr, T. J., 189. 
Kerr, W. J. W., 789, 791. 
Key, 934-936. 
Key, Thomas M., 46, 47, 645. 
Killian’s Mills, S. C. 
Establishment of prison depot, 463, 464, 476. 
Kilpatrick, Judson. 
Correspondence, J. Wheeler, 293. 
Mentioned, 551. 
Kilson, Hugh, 197. 
Kimball, J. M., & Son, 313. 
King, John C., 256. 
King, R. H., 78. 
King, Richard, 414. 
King & Baird, 337. 
Kitzinger, M., 315. 
Knapp, Mary, 879, 891, 921, 922, 942, 944, 963. 
Knight, James F., 103. 
Knights of the Golden Circle. 
American Knights. 
Knoble, Ed. 
Correspondence, A. von Schrader, 164. 
Knoxville, Tenn., Commanding Officer (U.). 
Correspondence, J. C. Breckinridge, 58. 
Kofer, Colonel, 119. 
Kollock, Matthew H., 654. 
Kubbie, L. W., 768. 
Kuhn, John H. 
Correspondence, W. Hoffman, 466. 
Mentioned, 284, 694, 695, 704. 
Lacey. See Olement C. Clay, jr. 
Lachler, Jacob E., 119. 
Lackland, William R. 
Correspondence, H. W. Wessells, 201. 
Lafayette, Marquis de, 916. 
Lafayette, Fort, N. Y. Harbor. 
Accommodations, 719, 720. 
Inspections, 3, 40, 41, 75, 111, 112, 142, 143, 762. 


See Order of 
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| Lafayette, Fort, N. Y. Harbor—Continued. 
| 


Monthly returns of prisoners, from July, 1862, 
to November, 1865, 986-1004. 
Naval prisoners forwarded for exchange, 294. 
Political prisoners, 577, 578, 640, 652, 720, 729, 739. 
769. 
Sanitary condition, etc., 953, 954. 
Transfers of prisoners, 379, 739. 
Lamar, Mr., 816, 883-885, 923, 937, 938 
Lamar, Charles A. L., 403. 
Lambert, M. W., 93. 
Lancaster, U.S. S., 751, 752. 
Langhorne, Mr., 687. 


| Lathrop, Solon H., 645. 


Latouche, John, 764. 
Laurel Hill, Steamer, 472. 


| Law, Evander M. 


Correspondence, J. G. Stokes, 69. 


_Lawler, Michael K., 60. 


Lawrence, Alexander, 408. 
Lawrence, Asa A., 38. 
Lawton, Alexander R. 
Correspondence. See Q. M. Gen.’s Office, 0. S.A. 
Mentioned, 86, 94, 172, 173, 195, 312, 437, 707, 722, 
731-788. ; 
Lawton, Camp, Ga. 
Abandoned, 111. 
Arrest, trial, etc., of prison officials, 782, 783. 
Complaints of ill-treatment, 754. 
Lay, John F., 315. 
Lazelle, Henry M., 367. 
Lea, Seth, 267, 272. 
Leach, John S. 
Correspondence, L. Johnson, 175. 
Leach, Shultz, 90. 
Lebanon, Ky. Skirmish, July 5, 1863. 
Prisoners captured and paroled. See Morgan's 
Raid. July 2-26, 1863. 
Lee, Albert L., 274. 
Lee, Alfred, 89. 
Lee, G. W. Custis, 333, 351-353. 
Lee, John, 714. 
Lee, Joseph, 315. 
Lee, R. E., Steamer, 407-409. 


| Lee, Robert E. 


Correspondence: 
Army Headquarters, 100. 
Bragg, B., 275, 287, 299, 304. 
Grant, U.S., 236, 261, 282, 285, 290, 329, 293, 425, 
517, 651. 
Hoke, R. F., 226. 
Holmes, T. H., 244. 
Longstreet, J., 329. 
Ould, R., 431. 
Walker, J. A., 244. 
War Department, C. S., 217, 286, 293, 297, 298, 
303, 804, 309, 431, 443, 446. 
Improper declarations of exchange, 431. 
Indictment of paroled prisoners, 651. 
Mentioned, 11, 29, 98, 225, 262, 289,299, 316, 317, 324, 
368, 394, 419,424, 479, 480, 483, 485, 488, 496, 499, 
505, 506, 511, 518, 520, 533, 534, 536, 543, 567, 568, 
587, 649, 770-772, 800, 804, 806, 811, 828, 829, 884. 
Negotiations with U.S. Grant, exchange of citi- 
zen prisoners, 236, 261, 267, 268, 282, 294, 309, 
829, 368, 391, 392, 419, 420, 424. 
Prisoners paroled at Appomattox, Va., 517, 651. 
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Lee, Robert E.—Continued. 
Rumored intention to apply tor amnesty, 534- 
536. 
Lee, Samuel P. 
Assignments, 695. 
Correspondence, W. Hoffman, 739. 
Menticned, 695. 
Lee, S. Phillips. 
Correspondence, C. C. Dwight, 365. 
Lee, William H. F., 29. 
Lehman, Meyer. 
Correspondence, U.S. Grant, 69, 166. 
Mentioned, 365. 
Lemon, William, 421. 
Leonardy, Vincent, 408. 
Leslie, Hospital Steward, 291. 
Leslie, Mr., 877. 
Lester, George, 313. 
Létcber, John, 534. 
Levering, John. 
Correspondence. 
Levy, William M. 
Correspondence: 
Dwight, C. C., 100. 
Molineux, E. L., 100. 
Lewellyn, David H., 58, 193. 
Lewis, Hewitt, 320. 
Lewis, Isaac, 408. 
Lewis, John, 408. 
Lewis, John R. 
Correspondence: 
Hoffman, W.., 694, 702. 
Stanhope, P. W., 701. 
Lewis, Joseph J. 
Correspondence, Duncan, Sherman & Co., 283. 
Mentioned, 282, 283. 
Lewis, William T., 109, 803. 
Libby Prison, Va. 
Arrest, trial, etc., of prison officials, 783, 911, 912, 
920, 929, 930, 952, 960, 961, 966. 
Embezzlement of funds, etc., of prisoners, 581, 
636, 667, 671, 672, 706, 707. 
Management, needs, etc., 342, 343, 463. 
Mining of, by Confederates, 343, 344, 551, 560. 
Statements of P. Cashmyer, 753, 754, 764. 
Lieber, Francis, 904. 
Lightbody, John W., 119. 
Lilian, Steamer, 409. 
Lincoln, Abraham. 
Amnesty proclamations, 319, 320, 366. 
Assassinated, Apr. 14, 1865, 490. 
Conference with J. A. Campbell, 553, 554. 
Correspondence: 
Army Headquarters, 99. 
Breckinridge, J. C., 390. 
Butler, B. F., 101. 
Canby, E. R. S., 320. 
Congress, U.S., 46. 
Dorr, J. B., 101. 
Grant, U. S., 23, 301, 368, 809, 
Harrison, T.J., 101. 
Hassaurek, F., 28, 29, 35. 
Hitchcock, E. A, 28. 
Hooker, J., 191, 217. 
Stoneman, G., 101. 
Van Winkle, P. G., 34. 
War Department, U. S., 30, 46, 390. 


See Joseph J. Reynolds. 
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Lincoln, Abraham—Continued. $ 
Mentioned, 9, 16, 25, 34, 97, 115, 147, 182, 202-204, 
240, 243, 256, 260, 266, 307, 313, 319-322, 352, 390, 
468, 469, 472, 490, 498, 501, 507, 521, 524, 525, 532- 
534, 539, 545, 551, 553, 554, 580, 658, 663, 677, 693, 
696-700, 702, 774, 796, 799, 800, 807, 811, 812, 816, 
837, 839, 843, 848, 849, 851-857, 861, 867, 878-880, 
883, 884, 890, 891, 898, 899, 921, 931, 932, 934, 936, 
937, 940, 942, 945, 962, 964, 974, 976. 
Pass for R. A. Pryor, 313. 
Plot to kidnap, 815, 816, 851, 883-885, 937. 
Trial of assassins, 696-700. 
Lind, Dr., 622. 
Lindsay, 197, 273. 
Linnell, Thomas H., 183. 
Little Rock, Ark. 
Monthly returns of prisoners, from March, 1864, 
to August, 1865, 995-1003. 
Livermore, Charies F. 
Correspondence, Andrew Johnson, 718. 
Mentioned, 712. 
Lizzie, Steamer, 408. 
Lizzie Davis, Steamer, 407. 
Locke, Matt. F., 131. 
Lockett, Samuel H., 382. 
Logan, M. D., 347. 
Long, Lieutenant, 270. 
Long, Eli, 402. 
Longstreet, James. 
Agreement with E. O. C. Ord, 315, 401. 
Correspondence: 
Lee, R. E., 329. 
Ord, E. O. C., 315. 
Lookout Mountain, Tenn. Battle, Nov. 24, 1863. 
Prisoners of war, 201, 202. 
Louden, Bob, 516. 
Louisiana. 
Cotton sales, relief of prisoners, 459, 487, 558, 661. 
Exchange, etc., of prisoners from, 173. 
Operationsin. See— 
Brashear City. Oaplure, June 28, 1863. 
Donaldsonville. Attack on, June 28, 1863. 
Red River Campaign. Mar. 10-May 22, 1864. 
Troops paroled, 828, 829. 
Louisiana, Governor of. 
Correspondence, I. Szymanski, 459. 
Louisville, Ky. 
Escape of prisoners, 461. 
Fire in prison, Jan. 27, 1865, 141. 
Inspections, 35, 36, 107, 141, 461. 
Monthly returns of prisoners, from April, 1863, 
to July, 1865, 989-1003. 
Lovell, Julius, 718. 
Lowe, Hudson, 917, 918. 
Lubbock, Francis R., 558, 559, 562, 660, 816, 817. 
Luckett, Philip N., 820. 
Lucy, Steamer, 408. 
Ludlow, William H. 
Correspondence: 
Adjutant-General’s Office, U.S. A., 99. 
Army Headquarters, 99. 
Hitchcock, E. A., 809. 
Hoffman, W., 809. 
Ould, R., 99, 809. 
War Department, U. S., 809. 
Mentioned, 98, 148, 427. 
Lumpkin, 0. H., 380. 


INDEX. 


Luse, William H., 131. 
Lyles, A. M., 142, 229. 
Lyman, George H. 
Correspondence: 
Cuyler, J. M., 660, 664. 
Surgeon-General’s Office, U. S. A., 181. 
Mentioned, 181. 
Lynn, Private, 361. 
Lyon, Braxton, 87, 114, 115, 132, 395, 436, 650. 
Lyon, Hylan B., 380. 
Lyon, Robert B., 674, 681, 750, 751, 753, 905. 
Lyons, W. R. €., 169. 
Lytle, John 8. 
Correspondence, J. W. Noble, 125. 
M., Mrs., 385. 
MeAfee, Allen L. 
Correspondence, U.S. Grant, 648. 
Macauley, Daniel. 
Correspondence, W. Hoffman, 583. 
Mentioned, 258. 
McCabe, John C., 342. 
McCann, Richard, 95. 
McCaskey, Benjamin P. 
Correspondence, J. E. Mulford, 266. 
Mentioned, 408. 
McCauley, Mark, 206. 
McChesney, Martin H., 160,233. 
McClellan, George B. 
Correspondence, War Department, U. S., 809. 
Mentioned, 50, 857. 
McConnell, N. W., 361. 
McConnell, Samuel J., 31. 
McCook, Edward M. 
Correspondence : 
Gibbs, G. C., 552. 
Wilson, J. H., 553. 
Mentioned, 771, 772, 812, 828, 829. 
Troops paroled by, in Alabama and Florida, 
828, 829. 
McCook, Robert L., 550, 572, 741-743, 817, 820. 
McCreary, James B., 342, 347. 
McCulloch, C. F. 
Correspondence, E. R. 8. Canby, 206. 
McCulloch, Hugh. 
Correspondence. See Treasury Dept., 
Mentioned, 749, 915, 975. 
McCulloch, J. M. 
Correspondence: 
Canby, E. R. S., 206. 
Dwight, C. C., 196. 
McCulloh, R. S., 567, 568, 815, 816, 850, 884, 893. 
McCullough, E., 119. 
McDonald, Mr., 857. 
McDonald, Edward, 12. 
McDonnell, €., 87. 
McDowell, aca 
Correspondence, Adjt. Gen.’s Office, U. S. A.,840. 
Mentioned, 674, 681, 750-753. 
Steamer Salvador prisoners, 674-681. 
McEntee, John. J 
Correspondence, A. Ordway, 667, 671, 706. 
McEwan, John 8. 
Correspondence. See Nelson A. Miles. 
Receipt for J. Mitchel, 657. 
McGarry, Edward, 674, 681. 
McGehee, John C. 
Correspondence. 


U.S. 


See Florida Convention. 
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McGill, John, 857, 880, 891, 921-923, 933, 937-939, 943, _ 
944, 963, 964, 979, 980. 

Mc@inley, George, 482. 

McHenry, Fort, Md. 

Complaints of ill-treatment, 347. 

Monthly returns of prisoners, from July, 1862, 
to September, 1865, 986-1003. 

McIntosh County, Ga. Expedition, Aug. 2-4, 1864. 

Citizens captured, etc., 146, 147, 257. 

Mackay, Andrew J., 402 
McKee, R. J. 
Correspondence. See Benjamin F. Tracy. 
McKibbin, Robert, 42, 43. 
McKill, James, 142, 229. 
McLean Barracks, Ohio. 
Monthly returna of prisoners, from October, 
1863, to November, 1864, 992-999, 
Maclin, Sackfield, 820. 
McMahon, Martin T., 574. 
McNab, Allen, 679. 
Macneu, Malcom, 408. 
Macon, Ga. 

Military prison. See Camp Oglethorpe, Ga. 
McPhail, George W. 
Correspondence. 

McPherson, Benjamin. 
McReynolds, Allen, 131. 
MeVeigh, Mrs., 746. 
Maddox, James, 93. 
Magee, David W. 

Correspondence, W. Boggs, 794, 834. 

Magrath, Andrew G. 

Arrest, etc., 640, 641, 674, 723, 724, 815. 

Correspondence, W. C. Manning, 723, 761. 

Mentioned, 96, 451, 640, 641, 674, 816. 

Magruder, » 859, 940, 941. 
Magrader, John B., 430, 586. 
Mahoney, Thomas, 386, 387. 
Mailer, J., 628. , 

Majors, Minor, 516. 

Mallory, James R., 743. 
Mallory, Stephen R. 

Accusations against, 812, 833, 844, 847-867. 

Application for amnesty, 662-664, 713,714, 737,738, 
769, 812, 833. 

Arrest and confinement, 577, 578, 640, 652, 720,769. 

Correspondence: 

Chandler, Z., 737, 788. 
Florida Convention, 833, 866. 
Johnson, Andrew, 662. 

See also Navy Department, O. S. 

Discharge on parole, 729. 

Mentioned, 333, 898, 573, 577, 578, 640, 652, 676, 713, 
720, 729, 736, 751, 752, 769, 812, 833, 844, 848, 855, 
862-866. 

Statement of connection with secession move- 
ment, 662-664, 737, 738. ; 

Malone, J. S., 587. 
Manhattan, Steamer, 421. 
Manning, William C. 

Correspondence : 

Adjutant-General’s Office, U. 8. A., 763. 
Allison, A. K., 723, 761. 

Campbell, J. A., 723, 761. 

Clark, C., 723. 

Hunter, R. M. T., 723, 

Magrath, A. G., 723, 761. 


See John D. Imboden. 
See Benjamin Grifin. 
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Manning, William ©.—Continued. Maury, Dabney H.—Conti ined. 
Correspondence: Correspondence: 


Mercer, H. W.., 761. 
Seddon, J. A., 723, 761. 
Trenholm, G. A., 723, 761. 
Yulee, D. L., 723, 761. 
Testimonial from prisoners, 761, 762. 
Manor, John J., 361. 
Markbreit, Leopold. 
Correspondence, J. Schoenle, 30. 
Distribution of supplies to Union prisoners, 167. 
Mentioned, 28-30, 34, 167, 182, 811. 
Marmaduke, John S., 59, 60, 233, 397, 430, 489,491,494, 
496, 508, 514. 
Marmadauko, Vincent. 
Mentioned, 502, 508, 644, 684, 688, 724. 
Trial, etv., 54, 502, 503, 578, 644-646, 684-689, 724, 
725, 928. 
Marr, John, 28, 87, 226, 289. 
Marriott, Henry, 340. 
MarsH, Roswell. 
Correspondence, War Department, U.S., 256. 
Mentioned, 256. 
Marshall, Captain. 
Correspondence, R. Taylor, 540. 
Mentioned, 540. 
Marshall, C. A., 394, 429. 
Marshall, Charles E., 104. 
Marshall, Humphrey, 104. 
Marshall, William R., 718. 
Marston, Matthew RB., 323. 
Martin, Captain, 54, 55. 
Martin, James G. 
Correspondence, B. T. Johnson, 212. 
Martin, J. G., & Co., 55. 
Martin, John F., 227. 
Martin, R. M., 280, 399. 
Martindale, Edward, 482. 
Martin’s (John T.) Sons & Co., 314, 315, 
Marvin, William. 
Correspondence: 
Johnson, Andrew, 769. 
War Department, U. S., 881. 
Mentioned, 812, 862. 
Mason, » 973, 979. 
Mason, Edwin C. : 
Correspondence, G. H. Thomas, 727, 728. 
Mason, James M., 338. 
Mason, John S, 
Correspondence, A. E. Burnaide, 186. 
Mentioned, 186. 
Mason, L. R., 431, 482. 
Masonic Fraternity. 
Relief of prisoners, 563, 581. 
Massachusetts, Governor of. 
Correspondence: 
Browne, A. G., jr., 634. 
Canby, E. R. S., 634. 
Hitchcock, E. A., 586, 633, 646, 708. 
Massachusetts Troops. 
Infantry—Regiments: 42d, 634, 646, 652, 703. 
Massey, Private, 474, 485. 
Matagorda, Steamer, 408, 409. 
Maurin, Victor, 648. 
Maury, Dabney H. 
Correspondence: 
Adjt. and Insp. Gen.’s Office, C. 8. A., 77, 240. 
Granger, G., 240, 316, 354-356, 362, 374, 396. 


Jenkins, T.A., 240. | 
Taylor, R., 355, 361, 382. 
War Department, C. S., 68, 78, 204. 
Mentioned, 20, 26, 27, 70, 74, 78, 83, 109, 128, 129,200, 
2038, 240, 241, 359, 382, 459, 460, 748, 803. 
Maxwell, G. T., 131. 
Maynard, John C. 
Correspondence: 
Quartermaster-General’s Office, C.S. A., 94. 
Weisiger, W. W., 94. 
Mentioned, 94. 
Meade, George G. 
Correspondence: 
Adjutant-General’s Office, U.S. A., 743, 745. 
Army Headquarters, 99. 
Grant, U.S., 401. 
Terry, A. H., 745, 911. 
Mentioned, 884. 
Means, Robert S., 54, 55. 
Medical Officers.” 
Condition of Jefferson Davis, 924, 953, 954. 
Cunfederate, detained at Louisville, Ky., 156. 
Exchange, treatment, etc.,58, 95, 134, 135, 156, 193, 
277-279. 
Reciprocal attention to prisoners, 122, 123, 437. 
Report, disabled Union prisoners, 97. 
Meeks, Charles W., 369, 370. 
Meeks, William B., 369, 370. 
Mefford, David. 
Correspondence, E. R.S. Canby, 206. 
Mehaffey, Calvin D., 658, 690. 
Meigs, Montgomery C. 
Correspondence, Mrs. Jefferson Davis, 666. 
See also Q. M. Gen.’s Office, U. S.A. 
Intercession asked by Mrs. Jefferson Davis, 
666, 683, 684. 
Mentioned, 13, 24, 30, 195, 487, 562, 576. 
Melton, Joseph, 87. 
Melton, Samuel W. 
Correspondence. 
Memphis, Tenn. 
Military prison. See Irving Block Prison. 
Menzies, Thomas A., 408. 
Mercer, Hugh W. 
Correspondence, W. C. Manning, 761. 
Mentioned, 871. 
Meredith, Sullivan A. 
Correspondence: 
Ould, R., 99. 
War Department, U. S., 809. 
Mentioned, 148, 806, 810. 
Meridian, Miss. 
Officers confined with enlisted men, 168-170. 
Supplies from U: S. Government, 316. 
Merrick, William M. 
Correspondence, War Department, U. S., 703. 
Merrill, B. T., 361. 
Merrill, James. 
Deposition respecting C. C. Clay, jr., 868, 869. 
Merritt, James B., 852, 977, 978. 
Merritt, Wesley, 755, 870. 
Messick, John, 648. 
Mexico. 
Military and political refugees, 720,755, 760, 761, 
782, 784, 794, 795, 845, 870, 897, 898, 900, 902, 905, 
909. 


See War Department, O. 8. 
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Michigan, U.S.S. 

Attémpted capture, Sept. 19, 1864, 706, 708, 709, 
739, 873, 881. 

Mentioned, 708, 739, 881. 

Michler, Nathaniel, 185. 
Middle Department (U.). . 

Orders, General, series 1865: (Hancock) No. 6, 
715; (Wallace) No. 87, 510. 

Orders, Special, series 1865: (Morris) No. 48, 
303; No. 60, 376. 

Mifflin, Fort, Pa. 

Monthly returns of prisoners, from October, 

1863, to June, 1864, 992-996. 
Miles, Nelson A. 

Assignments, 560, 562. 

Confinement of Jefferson Davis at Fort Mon- 
roe, Va.: 

Condition, treatment, etc.,560, 562, 564-566, 570, 
571, 573, 577, 578, 639, 640, 642, 647, 710-712, 715- 
717, 719, 720, 736, 739, 740, 742, 743, 746-748, 754, 
755, 761, 763, 767, 769, 770, 775, 833, 834, 840-842, 
846, 847, 867, 869-872, 874, 875, 880, 883, 885-887, 
889, 892-894, 896, 897, 900, 901, 904-921, 925, 926, 
929-931, 945, 946, 948-956, 974, 975. 

Instructions, 571. 

Newspaper reports of ill-treatment, 914-920. 

Placing in irons, 565, 571, 577. 

Red tape episode, 841. 

Correspondence: 

Adjutant-General’s Office, U. S. A., 639, 642, 
647, 655, 673, 682, 691, 695, 703, 710-712, 715, 716, 
718-720, 725, 728, 736, 739-742, 744, 746, 754, 761, 
763, 766, 767, 769, 775, 833, 834, 840-842, 846, 847, 
867, 869, 871, 872, 874, 875, 880, 882, 883, 885, 887- 
890, 892, 894, 896, 899, 901, 902, 904-907, 909-914, 
919-921, 925, 929-931, 945, 946, 948-950, 952, 954, 
956, 961, 974, 975. 

Cooper, G. E., 846, 871, 875, 880, 882, 883, 886, 887, 
889, 892, 894, 897, 900, 901, 904, 907, 913, 920, 921, 
925, 929-931, 945, 946, 949-952, 954, 956. 

Craven, J.J., 720,740. 

Davis, Jefferson, Mrs., 747. 

Eckert, T. T., 743. 

Garrison, G. T., 788. : 

Halleck, H. W., 564, 565, 570, 577. 

Muhlenberg, C. P., 841. 

Pelouze, L. H., 755. 

Pritchard, B. D., 570. 

Terry, A. H., 657, 782. 

War Department, U.S., 565, 569, 570, 573, 577, 
653, 706, 710, 741, 742, 747, 748, 775, 925, 955, 956. 

Winder, R. B., 730. 

Mentioned, 560, 562-565, 570, 640, 655, 658, 712, 741, 
755, 773, 797, 834, 835, 841, 908, 918, 924, 925, 947, 
950, 955, 961, 974. 

Political prisoners, Fort Montoe, Va., 657, 673, 
682, 718-720, 736, 739-741, 744, 746, 747, 754-760, 
761, 763, 767, 769, 775, 834, 840-842, 846, 847, 867, 
869-872, 874, 875, 880-883, 885-890, 892-894, 896, 
897, 900, 901. 

Relieved, Fort Monroe, Va., 955,956,961. 

Miles, William Porcher. 

Correspondence: 

Ould, R., 194. 

Whitney, T. A., 194. 
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Miles, William R. 
Correspondence: 
Taylor, R., 169. 
Trezevant, J. H., 169. 
Mentioned, 169, 
Military Commissions. 
Assassins of Abraham Lincoln, 696-700. 
Beall, J. Y., 279-282. 
Counsel for fellow-prisoner before, 83, 84, 91. 
Duncan, J. W., 926-928. 
Grenfel, G. St. L., et al., 54, 502,503, 724, 725. 
Gurley, F. B., 741, 742. 
Indiana conspirators, 6-11, 543-549. 
Kennedy, R. C., 414-416. 
Mercer, H. W.., 871. 
Steamer Salvador prisoners, 674-681. 
Wirz, H., 784-792. 
Military Tribunals. 
Sentences for imprisonment during the war 
remitted, 580. 
Millen, Ga. 
Military prison. 
Miller, , 121. 
Miller, Captain, 87. 
Miller, Benjamin F., 643. 
Miller, Clarence. 
Correspondence, Navy Department, U.S., 102. 
Miller, Hardy, 296. 
Miller, John F., 741. 
Miller, John J., 340, 341. 
Miller, Samuel, 103. 
Miller, Stephen, 180, 200. 
Miller, Y¥. K., 414. 
Milligan, Lambdin P., 7-10, 523, 525, 543-548, 583 
586-588, 637-639, 896, 897. 
Milliken, William B. 
Correspondence, E. R. 8, Canby, 206, 
Mills, Major, 87. 
Mills, Madison. 
Correspondence, R. H. Coolidge, 329. 
See also Surgeon-General’s Office, U.S. A. 
Milroy, Robert H. 
Correspondence, G. H. Thomas, 587. 
Milton, John, 769, 862. 
Mims, Ch. 
Correspondence. See Q.M. Gen.'s Ofice, 0,8. A. 
Minnesota. 
State relief for prisoners, 180, 181, 200. 
Minnie, Steamer, 409. 
Minnigerode, Charles. 
Correspondence, War Department, U.5S., 818, 835. 
Mentioned, 821, 833, 834, 871, 872, 874, 975. 
Minzesheimer & Co., 315. 
Missionary Ridge, Tenn. Battle, Nov. 24-25, 1863. 
Prisoners of war, 201, 202. 
Mississippi. 
Operations in. See— 
Egypt Station. Engagement, Dec. 28, 1864. 
Vicksburg. Operations, Jan. 20-July 4, 1863. 
Political prisoners, 578. 
Mississippi, Military Division of the (U.). 
Orders, Special Field, series 1865: (Wilson) No. 
17, 478; No. 25, 508. 
Mississippi Troops (C.). 
Cavalry—Regiments: 11th (Perrin), 291. 


See Camp Lawton, Ga. 
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Missouri. 
Exchange, ete., of prisoners from, 173. 
Final release of Confederate prisoners froua, 
549, 556. 
Operations in. See Price’s Expedition. Aug. 
29-Dec. 2, 1864. 
Return of Confederate prisoners to homes in, 
540, 558, 644, 651. 
Missouri, Department of the (U.). 
_ Orders, Special, series 1865: No. 165, 661. 
Mitchel, John, 641, 653, 657, 712, 715-717, 720, 725, 
728, 736, 739, 740, 744, 746, 754, 761, 763, 767, 769, 
775, 782. 
Mitchell, James L., 329. 
Mitchell, John K. 
Correspondence, Navy Department, C. S., 300. 
Mitchell, W. H., 142, 229. 
Mobile, Ala. . 
Negro prisoners employed on defenses, 26, 27, 109, 
* 153, 154, 354, 355, 359, 361-363, 374, 382, 396, 803. 
Mobile Advertiser and Register, 26. 
Mobile Bay, Ala. 
Commanding Officer U. S. Naval Forces. 
Thornton A. Jenkins. 
Operations, Aug. 2-23, 1864. 
Prisoners of war, 15, 32, 84, 85, 146, 153, 158, 203, 
226, 238, 236, 243, 260, 316, 365, 392, 403, 431, 
460, 811. 
Mobile (Ala.) Campaign. Mar. 17-May 4, 1865. 
Prisoners of war, 490, 491, 499. 
Mobley, Captain, 54, 55. 
Molineux, Edward L. 
Correspondence: 
Franklin, W. B., 100. 
. Levy, W. M., 100. 
Moneys of Prisoners. 
Investigation as to disposition, 529, 530, 581, 636, 
652, 653, 667, 671, 672, 706, 707, 906. 
See also Prisoners’ Side-Arms, Money, etc. 
Monnehause, James, 236. 
Monroe, Alexander A., 508. 
Monroe, William M., 648. 
Monroe, Fort, Va. 
Burton, H.S., assigned to command, 961. 
Employment of ex-Confederate soldiers in arse- 
nal, 846, 847. 
Milés, N. A., relieved from duty, 955, 956, 961. 
Political prisoners, 559-566; 570, 571, 573, 576, 577, 
578, 639, 640, 642, 647, 653, 657, 673, 682, 710-712, 
715-720, 736, 739-744, 746-748, 754-761, 763, 767, 
769, 770, 772, 773, 775, 834-836, 840-842, 846, 847, 
867, 869-872, 874, 875, 880-883, 885-890, 892-894, 
896, 897, 899, 900-902, 904-921, 925, 926, 929-931, 
945-956, 962, 965-968, 972-976, 978, 980-983. 
Sanitary condition, 953, 954. 
Montague, G@. W., 941. 
Montgomery (Telegraph Operator), 197. 
Montgomery, Alexander B., 131. 
Montgomery, Campbell., 852, 867, 868. 
Montgomery, E., 158, 274. 
Montgomery, James E. 
Correspondence. See Gordon Granger. 
Montgomery, Richard, 977, 978. 
Moody, George V., 648. 
Mooney, J. E., 274. 
Moore, Mr., 233, 


See 
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Moore, Absalom ~., 688. 
Moore, Andrew B., 576, 648, 674. 
Moore, Charles L., 142, 228. 
Moore, J. H., 934. 
Moore, Samuel P. 
Correspondence. See Surg. Gen.’s Office, 0.8. A. 
Mentioned, 263, 588, 589, 598, 606, 621, 624, 625, 632, 
789, 791. 
Moore, Stephen. 
Correspondence, B. F. Tracy, 5. 
Mentioned, 4. 
Moore, T. L., 228. 
Moore, W. F., 228. 
Moore, William G. 
Correspondence. See War Department, U. S.; 
also Andrew Johnson. 
Moore, William H., 431. 
Moore, Wilstach & Baldwin, 549, 700. 
Morey, John M. 
Correspondence. 
Morfit, Clarence. 
Correspondence: 
Ruggles, D., 512. 
Winder, J. H., 54, 172. 
Mentioned, 172, 457, 572, 636, 652, 671, 672, 706, 707. 
Morfit, Mason. 
Correspondence, B. T. Johnson, 287. 
Mentioned, 245-247, 249-251, 264, 265. 
Morgan, Alonzo, 189. 

Morgan, Charles H. 
Correspondence. 
Morgan, David, 408. 

Morgan, Harlin, 227, 258, 270. 
Morgan, John H., 88, 155, 184-186, 347, 384, 407, 798, 
838, 849. 
Morgan, Martin D. 
Correspondence, Jefferson Davis, 201. 
Morgan’s Raid. July 2-26, 1863. 
Prisoners of war, 88, 154-156, 184-187. 
Morning Light, U.S. S., 59, 316. 
Morris, Buckner S., 502, 503, 644, 645, 684, 686, 724. 
Morris, John D. 
Correspondence, Congress, C. S., 383. 
Mentioned, 57, 87, 103, 198, 222, 223, 389. 
Morris, Robert, Steamer, 421. 
Morris, William H., 657. 
Morris, William W. 
Correspondence : 
Atcheson, G., 53. 
Hoffman, W., 266, 429. 
Mulford, J. E., 465. 
War Department, U.S., 569. 
Mentioned, 303, 376. 
Morrison, Benjamin P., 193. 
Morrison, James, 120, 121. 
Morrow, Robert. 


See James H. Trezevant. 


See Winjield S. Hancock. 


Correspondence. See George Stoneman; also 
Andrew Johnson. 
Morton, George. 


Correspondence, C. W. Hill, 331. 

Morton, Oliver P. 
Correspondence. See Indiana, Governor of. 
Mentioned, 525. 

Morton, Camp, Ind. 
Additional hospital buildings, 134. 
Complaints of ill-treatment, 347, 348. 
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Morton, Camp, Ind.—Continued. 
Conspiracy to release prisoners, 6-11, 523, 525, 
532, 533, 543-549, 583, 584, 586-588, 637-639, 896, 
897. 
Discontinuance as prison depot, 714. 
Final release of prisoners, 700, 701. 
Inspections, 2, 44,113, 144, 209, 210, 310, 358, 412, 
506, 703-706. 
Monthly returns of prisoners, from July, 1862, 
to July, 1865, 986-1003. 
Sick and wounded, 689, 690. 
Mosby, John 8. 
Mentioned, 93, 431, 432. 
Status of command, 93, 431, 432. 
Mosely, J. €., 87, 421, 783. 
Mott, Mr., 939-941. 
Mott, Valentine, 337. 
Mount, John F. 
Correspondence, W. Hoffman, 648, 650. 
Mudd, Samuel A., 696, 698-700. 
Muhlenberg, Charles P. 
Correspondence, N. A. Miles, 841. 
Mentioned, 841. 
Mulford, John E. 
Correspondence: 
Barnes, J., 465. 
Bradley, G. W., 421. 
Butler, B. F., 102, 103. 
Freeman, M. J., 266. 
Grant, U.S., 63, 74, 89, 170, 171, 187, 217, 219, 227, 
235, 294, 301, 306, 309, 310, 313, 317, 320, 336, 418- 
420, 424, 446, 447, 462, 721, 809. 
Hitchcock, E. A., 35, 96, 102, 129, 320, 321, 329, 
336, 406, 722, 723, 809, 872. 
Hoffman, W., 353, 375, 410, 438, 581, 636, 
McCaskey, B. P., 266. 
Morris, W. W., 465. 
Norris, W., 643. 
Ould, R., 33, 34, 57, 63, 86, 87, 98, 95, 99, 102, 130, 
131, 136, 181, 187, 230, 231, 238, 307, 308, 360, 364, 
369, 370, 380, 393-396, 417, 421, 427, 439, 440, 492, 
809. 
Wessells, H. W., 79, 96, 104. 
Funds, etc., taken from prisoners by Confed- 
erates, 721-723, 745. 
Mentioned, 34, 66, 73, 74, 79, 80, 86, 90, 92, 95, 98, 103, 
104, 132, 150, 162, 170, 177, 196, 243, 258, 259, 291, 
296, 333, 334, 851-853, 368, 373, 375, 400, 406, 411, 
431, 432, 435, 504, 528, 550, 571, 707, 745, 808, 873, 
885-887, 895, 912, 967, 969. 
Prisoners received and delivered Nov. 1, 1864, 
to Mar. 22, 1865, 424. 
Mullany, J. BR. Madison, 45, 5S. 
Munford, William E., 511, 519, 704, 705. 
Murchison, W. E., 131. 
Murphy, Amelia B., 34, 104. 
Murray, Charles D., 502, 503, 644, 645, 724. 
Murray, Robert. 
Correspondence, War Department, U. S.,798,799. 
Mentioned, 922. 
Murrile, John, 197. 
Muse, John M., 395. 
Myers, H. A., 715. 
Myrtle Street. Prison, Mo. 
Inspections, 18, 19, 116, 117, 221, 222, 440, 441, 497. 
Monthly returns of prisoners. See Saint Louis, 
Mo. 
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Napoleon I, 851, 917. 
Nashville, Tenn. 
Execution of Confederate prisoners, 421. 
Monthly returns of prisoners, from January, 
1864, to September, 1865, 994-1003, 
Troops paroled, 828, 829. 
Natural Bridge, Fla. Action at, Mar. 6, 1865. 
Prisoners of war, 471. 
Navy Department, C. 8. 
Correspondence: 
Davis, Jefferson, 398. 
Mitchell, J. K., 300. 
Navy Department, U.S., 102. 
Ould, R., 239, 300. 
Navy Department, U. S. 
Correspondence: 
Allen, H. A., 88, 91, 133, 163, 170. 
Butler, B. F., 102, 103. 
Grant, U.S., 103, 214. 
Miller, C., 102. 
Navy Department, C. S., 102. 
Shulze, G. C., 214. 
War Department, U. S., 78, 146, 184,257,406,485, 
575, 580. 
Exchange of naval prisoners, 406-409, 
Neally, « See John McGill. 
Nearing, Jesse, 421. 
Negley, David D. 
Correspondence, J. H. Trezevant, 168. 
Negroes. ; 
Captured in arms, 26, 27, 109, 153, 154, 175, 176,197, 
316, 441, 442, 471, 500, 501, 659, 803. 
Employment as laborers, 26, 27, 109, 153, 154, 175, 
176, 354, 355, 359, 361-363, 374, 382, 396, 471, 651i, 
803. 
Prisoners sold into slavery, 586, 587, 633, 634, 640, 
646, 652, 703. 
Report of E, A. Hitchcock, exchange, treatment, 
eto., 799-809. 
Return of slaves to masters, 175, 176. 
Revaleon and Amos case, 586, 587, 633, 634, 640, 
646, 652,.703. 
Texas penitentiary, 659. 
Nelson, Samuel, 667. 
Nesbit, Dr., 783. 
Netherlands, George, 273. 
Newberger, J., 315. 
New Orleans, La. 
Monthly returns of prisoners, from November, 
1863, to June, 1865, 993-1002. 
Newport Bridge, Fla. Skirmish, Mar. 5-6, 1865. 
Prisoners of war, 405, 406, 411, 441, 442, 472. 


Newport News, Va. 

Discontinuance as prison depot, 714. 

Establishment of prison depot, 477, 480, 482, 488. 

Final release of prisoners, 700, 701. 

Hospital, 493. 

Inspections, 505, 

Management, needs, etc., 505. 

Monthly returns of prisoners, from April to 
July, 1865, 1001-1003. ~ 

Orders, Special, series 1865: No. 12, 508; No. 14, 
510. 

Removal of sick and wounded prisoners, 689, 
690, 693, 694. 

Shooting of prisoners, 508. 
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Newspapers. 
Correspondents in captivity, 88, 89, 810. 
Ill-treatment of prisoners, 15-18, 37-39. 
Newton, John. 
Correspondence: 
Canby, E. R. S., 442, 472, 498. 
Jones, S., 441, 442, 500. 
Mentioned, 411, 472. 
New York, Steamer, 182, 217, 359, 421, 436, 811. 
New York City, N. Y. 
Attempted destruction by fire, Nov. 25, 1864, 414— 
416, 428, 429, 850, 852, 857-860. 
New York Herald, 846, 973, 978-980. 
New York News, 37, 917. 
New York Times, 712. 
New York Times, Editor of. 
Correspondence, B. F. Butler, 102. 
Mentioned, 347. 
New York Tribune, 88, 810, 932. 
New York Troops. 
Infantry —Regiments: 162d, 165th, 173d, 643. 
New York World, 915. 
Nichols, William A. 
Correspondence. 
Nicolay, John @. 
Correspondence. See Abraham Lincoln. 
Noble, John W. 
Correspondence, J. S. Lytle, 125, 
Mentioned, 124. 
Noble, William H., 233. 
Noblom, A. P., 487, 558. 
Noland, Mr., 296. 
Nolton, Charles. 
Correspondence, E. R. S. Canby, 206. 
Norfolk, Va. 
Discharge of civilian employés of prison, 650. 
Indictment of paroled prisoners, 651. 
Release of prisoners, 650, 
Norris, William. 
Correspondence, J. E. Mulford, 643. 
Mentioned, 652, 707-709. 
North Carolina. 
Execution of prisoners, 2d Regt. (U.), 903, 904. 
Supplies for prisoners of war, 85. 
North Carolina, Department of (U.). 
Orders, Special, series 1865: No. 12, 296. 
North Carolina, Governor of. 
Correspondence : 
Booth, G. W., 178. 
Johnson, B. T., 168, 211. 
War Department, U.S., 85, 167, 198, 205. 
North Carolina Troops (U.). 
Infantry—Regiments: Ist, 2d, 903. 
Northern Ala. and Middle Tenn. Campaign. 
Nov. 14, 1864—J an. 23, 1865. Prisoners of war, 56. 
Northern Department (U.). 
Orders, General, series 1865: No. 4, 182; No. 80, 
502. 
Orders, Special, series 1865; No. 148, 695. 
Northern Virginia, Army of (C.). 
Indictment of pargled prisoners, 651. 
Surrender and parole, Apr. 9, 1865, 481, 483, 485, 
486, 488, 505, 506, 510, 511, 513, 515, 517-520, 543, 
651, 770-772, 828, 829. 
Northrop, Lucius B, 
Correspondence. See Subsistence Dept., 0. S.A. 
Mentioned, 11, 160, 312, 652, 689, 764, 782. 


See Adjt. Gen.’s Office, U.S.A. 
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Norvell, Charles, 95. 
Noyes, Frank @. 
Correspondence : 
Granger, G., 27, 67, 82, 129, 240. 
Hunt, L. C., 199. 
Paine, H. E., 123, 124. 
Mentioned, 128, 189, 199, 283, 314. 
Noyes, Henry E., 538, 586, 776. 
Nurses. 
Exchange, treatment, etc., 393, 394. 
Oaths of Allegiance. 
Amnesty proclamation, 239, 240, 260, 266, 319, 366, 
578-580, 668-67) . 
Priority of exchange upon taking, 187. 
Prisoners of war, 52, 53, 76, 77, 82, 187, 203, 210, 
216, 219, 220, 237, 260, 266, 319, 320, 332, 366, 368, 
874, 445, 501, 521, 536, 540-542, 556-558, 581, 582, 
585, 633, 636, 641, 648, 649, 682, 683. 
Taken under duress, 52, 53, 76, 77. 
O'Conner, T.8S. ~ 
Correspondence, EK. R. 8. Canby, 206. 
0’Connor, P. E. 
Correspondence, H. W. Wessells, 52, 76. 
Mentioned, 76. 
0’ Conor, Charles. 
Correspondence: 
Adjt. Gen.’s Office, U.S. A., 634, 640, 657. 
Davis, Jefferson, 634, 655. 
Mentioned, 639, 642, 647, 655-658, 910, 912, 919, 920, 
949, 975. 
Tenders legal services to Jefferson Davis, 634, 
639, 640, 642, 647, 655, 657, 658, 666. 
Officers. 
Captured, of colored troops, 19, 20, 48, 64, 65, 171, 
172, 393, 425. 
Confinement at Charlotte, N. C., 210, 217, 224, 
225, 263. 
Exchange of, for private citizens, 194. 
Exchange of, for specific equivalents, 31, 32, 58, 
61, 73, 95, 109, 218, 219, 242, 243, 307, 822, 410. 
Final release, confined at Fort Delaware, 673. 
General officers withheld from exchange, 237. 
Southwestern Virginia expedition, Dec. 10-29, 
1864, 58, 95, 134, 135, 156, 193, 277-279. 
Trans-Mississippi, forwarded for exchange, 228, 
229. 
Under fire, Charlestor Harbor, S. C., 89, 74, 216, 
432, 433. 
Union, transferred from Columbia, S. C., to Char- 
lotte, N. C., 210, 217. 
Withheld trom exchange for attempted escape, 
206, 207. 
Offutt, G. W., 360. 
Oglethorpe, Camp, Ga. 
Management, needs, etc., 765. 
Ogletree, G. G., 794. 
Ohio Belle, Steamer, 487. 
Ohio, Governor of. 
Correspondence: 
Adjutant-General’s Office, U.S. A., 302, 305. 
War Department, U. S., 257. 
Ohio Penitentiary. 
Monthly returns of prisoners, for January and 
March, 1864, 994, 995. 
Ohio Troops. 
Infantry—Regiments: 75th, 685, 656; 77th, 319; 
107th, 635,656; 120th, 643; 128th, 653. 
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O’Keif, Mr., 516. 
0’ Laughlin, Michael, 696, 698-700. 
Old Capitol Prison, D. C. 

Discontinuance, 819, 820. 

Monthly returns of prisoners, from October, 
1862, to October, 1865, 987-1004. 

Oldham, Williamson S., 849, 850. 
Olimegar, > 197. 
O’Meara, Barry Edward, 917. 
0’ Neal, Weden, 278. 
O'Neil, John, 233. 
Ord, Edward 0. C. 
Agreement with J. Longstreet, 315, 401. 
Correspondence: 
Chandler, D. T., 526. 
Gordon, G.H., 650. 
Grant, U.S., 187, 313. 
Halleck, H. W., 567,583, 636. 
Longstreet, J., 315. 
War Department, U. S., 527, 566, 568. 

Mentioned, 310, 317, 336, 418, 419, 480, 482, 650, 725, 

911. 
Order of American Knights. 

Trials, etc., for conspiracy, 6-11, 54, 502, 503, 
523-525, 532, 533, 543-549, 573, 583, 584, 586-588, 
637-639, 644-646, 684-689, 724, 725, 896, 897, 928. 

Ordway, Albert. 
Correspondence: 
Edmands, T. F., 667, 671, 706. 
Gilmore, S., 744. 
McEntee, J ., 667, 671, 706. 
Schoonmaker, J. M., 667, 671, 706. 
Terry, A. H., 745. 
Mentioned, 745. 
Ormond, James, 131. 
Osband, Embury D., 126. 
Osterhaus, Peter J. 
Correspondence. See Edward R. S. Canby. 
Otey, John M. 
Correspondence. See G. 7, Beauregard. 
Ould, Robert. 

Charges against, 529, 530, 667, 706, 707. 

Correspondence: 

Adjt. and Insp. Gen.’s Office, C.S. A., 88. 

Beall, J. Y., 400. 

Beall, W. N. R.., 27, 79, 389. 

Bragg, B., 269. 

Brandon, W. L., 233. 

Brock, J. B., 333. 

Butler, B. F., 101-103, 808. 

Christian Commission, U.S., 92. 

_ Davis, Jefferson, 381, 400. 

Echols, J., 389. 

Gardner, W. M., 191, 198, 208, 233. 

Grant, U.S., 14, 45, 57, 70, 74, 83, 89, 91, 99, 113, 
122, 202, 206, 216, 240, 368, 379, 380, 413, 414, 482. 

Henderson, H. A. M., 489. 

Hitchcock, E. A., 99, 101, 102. 

Imboden, J. D., 45% 

Johnson, B. W.., 374. 

Lee, R. E., 431. 

Ludlow, W. H., 99, 809. 

Meredith, S, A., 99. , 

Miles, W. P., 194. 

Mulford, J. E., 33, 34, 57, 63, 86, 87, 93, 95, 99, 102, 
130, 131, 136, 181, 187, 230, 231, 238, 307, 308, 360, 
364, 369, 370, 380, 393-396, 417, 421, 427, 489, 440, 
492, 809. 
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Ould, Robert—Continued. 
Correspondence: 
Navy Department, C, S., 239, 300. 
Parham, 8. J., 432. 
Pollard, E. A., 88, 
Richardson, J. S., 446, 
Rutherford, J. C., 277, 417, 492. 
Steever, W.,208. 
Surgeon-General’s Office, C. 3. A., 95. 
Taylor, T., 61. 
Turner, T. P., 239. 
Virginia, Legislature of, 91, 92. 
War Department, C. S., 97, 109, 240, 267, 333, 
356, 357, 363, 368, 431, 443. 
War Department, U. S., 99, 809. 
Winder, J. H., 194, 805, 
Mentioned, 2, 6, 13, 15, 22, 29, 34, 40, 56, 58, 63,71,73, 
74, 78, 79, 86, 89, 91, 96, 98, 104, 113, 114, 128-130, 
132, 136, 139, 140, 150, 162, 167, 170, 171, 178, 187, 
199, 210, 214, 215, 217, 219-221, 227, 228, 241, 243, 
257, 259, 268, 282, 283, 286, 290, 295, 298, 301, 306, 
310, 318, 314, 320, 321, 326, 335, 336, 349, 353, 365, 
368, 373, 382, 383, 398, 410, 411, 417-420, 423, 424, 
428, 429, 435, 438, 444, 446, 479, 481, 488, 492, 493, 
502, 504, 515, 519, 522, 529, 530, 535, 556, 571, 572, 
624, 636, 643, 667, 668, 706, 707, 716, 748, 801, 802, 
804-806, 808. 
Movements after fall of Richmond, 482. 
Statement, Committee C. 8. Congress, 351-353. 
Overton, John, 319, 501, 513. 
Owens, Wesley. 
Correspondence, N. Wilkinson, 636. 
Owens, William N., 72. 
Pacific, Department of the (U.). 
Orders, General, series 1865: No. 62, 674. 
Paine, Halbert E. 
Correspondence: 
Beall, W. N. R., 14, 21, 23, 40, 63, 114, 124, 131,136, 
140, 173, 174, 189, 235, 283, 284, 308, 314. 
Halleck, H. W., 13, 14, 21, 79, 114, 131, 189, 188, 
195, 258, 282. 
Hoffman, W.., 180, 270, 271. 
Hunt, L. C., 193. 
Noyes, F. G., 123, 124, 
Vance, R. B., 189. 
Van Vliet, S., 132, 136, 192. 
Wessells, H. W., 130, 151, 154, 171. 
Mentioned, 13, 28, 24,31, 106, 124,201,215, 230,306, 502. 
Palfrey, Edward A, 
Correspondence. See Adjutant and Inspector 
General's Office, 0. S.A. 
Palmer, Mr., 764. 
Palmer, Henry. 
Correspondence, J. Simpson, 281. 
Mentioned, 231. 
Palmer, Innis N. 
Correspondence, G. E. Pickett, 903. 
Palmer, J. W. 
Correspondence, War Dept., C. S., 204, 261, 309. 
Palmer, James 8. 
Correspondence: 
Crocker, F., 316. 
Dwight, C. C., 45. 
Palmer, John M. 
Correspondence : 
Hobson, E. H.., 336. 
War Department, U. S., 306, 536, 
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Palmer, John M.—Continued. 
Mentioned, 302, 391. 
Palmer, Johnson S., 33, 114, 132. 
Palmer, Manuel, 274. 
Palmer, William, 67. 
Palm’s Foundry, Saint Louis, Mo. 
Establishment of prison, 85. 
Parham, Samuel J. : 
Correspondence, R. Ould, 432. 
Parker, Mr., 239. 
Parker, Foxhall A. 
Correspondence, G. C. Shulze, 214. 
Mentioned, 562. 
Parker, Francis S. 
Correspondence, R. F. Hoke, 270, 276. 
See also Robert F. Hoke. 
Parkhurst, John G. 
Correspondence: 
Forrest, N. B., 325, 326, 335, 402. 
Hoffman, W., 518, 543. 
Thomas, G. H., 244, 323, 324, 332, 354, 367, 369- 
371, 402. 
Mentioned, 327, 448. 
Negotiations with N. B. Forrest, 244, 323-328, 
354, 402, 448. 
Parks, John G., 296. 
Paroled Prisoners. 
Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana, 
Departmentof (C.), May 4, 1865, 531, 540-542, 
717, 718, 828, 829. 
Andersonville prison, Ga., 532, 552, 553. 
Annapolis, Md., 435, 436. ~ 
Appomattox Court-House, Va., Apr. 9, 1865, 480, 
481, 483, 485, 486, 488, 505, 506, 513, 515, 517-520, 
543, 651, 770-772, 828, 829. 
Arrest of, 587. 
Authority to leave United States, 719. 
Bearing arms, 521. 
Confederate, in transit through Baltimore, Ma., 
513, 515, 519. 
Hospital duty, 229, 230, 307. 
Indicted by civil authorities, 651. 
Instructions respecting, 54, 312, 376, 410, 480, 492, 
510, 511, 515, 517, 519, 536, 543, 549-552, 556, 557, 
563, 568, 582, 587, 634-636, 651, 656, 682, 683, 715. 
Kentucky, 520, 536. 
Killed by explosion of steamer Sultana, Apr. 
27, 1865, 518, 522, 540. 
Leaving post to work, 54. 
Liability for offenses prior to parole, 587, 636. 
Police or other duty, 312, 410. 
Public appearance in Confederate uniform, 506, 
521, 533, 534, 
Recaptured on furlough, 472, 473. 
Rendezvous, 284, 285, 404, 405, 418, 421, 429. 
Requirement of oaths from, 517. 
Return of Confederate, to their homes, 505, 506, 
508, 511, 513, 515, 518-521, 529, 533, 534, 536, 539- 
543, 549, 550, 552, 556-558, 567, 568, 582, 588, 644, 
650, 682, 683, 715. 
Service against Indians, 359, 
Sick or wounded, 659, 
Southwestern Virginia expedition, Dec. 10-29, 
1864, 58, 95, 134, 135, 156, 193, 277-279. 
Stoneman’s raid, Apr. 29-May 7, 1863, 88. 
Subsistence, 480. 
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Paroled Prisoners—Continued. - 
Supervision and control, 518, 521, 529, 543. 
Tennessee, Army of, Apr. 26, 1865, 513, 770-772, 
828, 829. : 4 
Thompson’s (M. Jeff.) army, 521. 
Trans-Mississippi Army, May 26, 1865, 575, 648, 
717, 720, 828, 829. 
Transportation, 480, 505, 522, 523, 651, 656. 
Vicksburg, Miss.,Jan. 20-J uly 4,1863, 208,233,234. 
Wilson’s raid, Mar. 22--Apr. 24, 1865, 508. 
Paroles. 
Instructions respecting, 536. 
Officers negotiating personal exchange, 194. 
Prisoners en route for delivery, 188. 
Revocation by superior authority, 372, 379. 
Stragglers, Appomattox campaign, 488. 
To remain in vicinity of prison, 54, 168-170. 
Violating cartel inoperative, 88, 95, 154-156, 184- 
187, 208. 
Parsons, Enos B. 
Correspondence, W. H. Wiegel, 201. 
Parsons, Lewis E., 951. 
Parsons, Philo, Steamer. 
Patrick, Marsena R., 260. 


Patten, John H., 816, 883-885, 890, 891, 921-923, 937, 
942-944, 963, 964, 973, 979. 
Patterson, David T., 711. 
Patterson, E. E., 307. 
Patterson, E. J., 53. 
Patterson, George, 426. 
Paulen, J. W. 
Correspondence, E. R. S. Canby, 206. 
Pavey, Charles W. 
Correspondence, L. ‘Trumbull, 35. 
Pawtuxet, U.S. S., 566. 
Payne, C. A. 
Correspondence, E. R. S. Canby, 206. 
Payne, Lewis, 696-700, 856, 978. 
Payne, William H. 
Correspondence, C. C. Augur, 567. 
Mentioned, 568. 
Peacher, C. E., 431. 
Peacocke, > 783. 
Pearson, George F., 751. 
Peck, John J. 
Correspondence: 
Pickett, G. E., 903. 
War Department, U.S., 666, 667. 
Mentioned, 136, 903, 904. 
Pegram, James W. 
Correspondence, R. S. Ewell, 300. 
Pelouze, Louis H. 
Correspondence: 
Adjutant-General’s Office, U.S. A., 755. 
Miles, N. A., 755. 
See also War Department, U.S. 
Mentioned, 907. 
Pendleton, Eugene B., 60, 131. 
Penfield, Vharles G., 19, 48, 171. 
Penn, Davidson B., 95, 131. 
Pennington, S. F., 169. 
Pennsylvania. 
Operations in. 
1-8, 1863. 
Pennsylvania, Legislature of. 
Citizens captured at Gettysburg, 426. 


See Philo Parsons. 


See Gettysburg. Battle, July 
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Pennsylvania Troops. 
Artillery, Heavy—Regiments: 8d, 782. 
Infantry—Regiments: 150th, 571. 
Perkins, Mr., 939. 
Perkins, Francis W., 83, 200. 
Perkins, James W. 
Correspondence, Jefferson Davis, 201. 
Perkins, John, jr., 337. 
Perry, Alexander J. 
Correspondence. See Q. M. Gen.’s Ofice, U.S.A. 
Perry, Benjamin F., 713. 
Perry, Madison S. 
Correspondence. See Florida, Governor of. 
Mentioned, 663, 866. ‘ 
Perry, William, 370. 
Perryman, W. J. 
Correspondence, Jefferson Davis, 201. 
Persons, A. W., 731,773. 
Pet, Steamer, 407. 
Pettus, William R., 637, 671. 
Peyton, T. G., 457. 
Phillips, C., 131. 
Phillips, H. F., 414. 
Phillips, J., 414. 
Phillips, Joseph, 164. 
Philo Parsons, Steamer. 
Mentioned, 279, 280, 398, 708. 
Seizure, Sept. 19, 1864, 83, 84, 279-282, 398-400, 416. 
Phipps, William M., 324-326. 
Pickens, Francia W. 
Correspondence. See South Carolina, Gov. of. 
Mentioned, 866. 
Pickens, Fort, Fla. 
Monthly returns of prisoners, from September, 
1862, to October, 1865, 987-1004. 
Pickett, Francis W., Mrs., 867. 
Pickett, George E. 
Correspondence: 
Adjt. and Insp. Gen.’s Office, C. S. A.,903. 
Palmer, I. N., 903. 
Peck, J. J., 903. 
Mentioned, 903, 904. 
Pierce, B. W., 315. 
Pierce, George W., 71, 72. 
Pierson, Walter H., 423. 
Pillow, Gideon J. 
Assignments, 205, 224. 
Correspondence: 
Adjt. and Insp. Gen.’s Office, C. S. A., 205. 
Hoffman, W.., 433. 
Scammon, E. P., 427, 436, 445. 
War Department, C.S., 421. 
Mentioned, 205, 224, 422, 426, 436, 465, 470, 471, 487. 
Pilsbury, Amos. 
Correspondence: 
Hitchcock, E. A., 114. 
Hoffman, W.., 436. 
Wessells, H. W.., 132. 
Mentioned, 736. 
Pineo, Peter, 919. 
Pitman, Benn, 549, 700, 977. 
Place, Frank, 66. 
Planter, Steamer, 408. 
Plumlee, A. €., 197, 223, 267, 272. 
Poerio, Carlo, Baron, 916. 
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Point Lookout, Md. 

Additional hospital buildings, 133, 134. 

Assembling prisoners for exchange, 173. 

Complaints of ill-treatment, 347. 

Discontinuance as prison depot, 705, 714. 

Final release of prisoners, 700,701. - 

Inspections, 462, 463. 

Management, needs, etc., 30, 180. 

Monthly returns of prisoners, from July, 1863, 
to June, 1865, 991-1002. 

Mortality reports, 49. 

Numbers held, 49. 

- Prisoners en route for exchange, 259. 

Sick and wounded, 557, 558, 582. 

Political Prisoners. 

Alabama, 576, 648, 674. 

Amnesty, 551, 662-664, 668-671, 702, 703, 713, 714, 
736-738, 763, 764, 769, 774, 775, 812-814, 833, 862- 
867. 

Arrest, confinement, etc., 23, 68, 69, 471, 472, 500, 
504, 517, 519, 526, 530, 582, 534, 535, 539, 549-554, 
557-578, 583, 640, 641, 647, 648, 652, 653, 657, 658, 
664, 673, 674, 682, 689, 690, 692, 695, 701, 703, 706, 
709, 712, 714-720, 723, 724, 736, 739, 740, 744, 746, 
747, 754,755, 760, 761, 763, 767, 769,775, 799, 834, 
840-842, 846, 847, 861, 867, 869, 871, 872, 880-883, 
885-890, 892-894. 

Captured with Jefferson Davis, 558-562, 568-570, 
572-575, 648, 650, 660, 709, 710, 774, 775, 816, 817, 
838-840. 

Close confinement or in irons, 565, 571, 577. 

Congress, U.S., 255-257, 843-845, 847-867, 898, 899, 
921-923, 962-964. 

Defined, 302. 

Delaware, Fort, Del., 660. 

East Tennessee, 369, 370. 

Employés C.S. Govt., 406, 529, 534, 578-580. 

Employment of counsel, 655, 666. 

Exchange, treatment, etc., 313, 317, 320, 329, 380, 
381, 394. 

Extradition, 549, 

Female, 501, 506, 507, 513. 

Instructions respecting, 647, 652, 653, 660,673, 692, 
701, 709, 712, 718, 719, 740, 741, 744, 747, 754-761, 
763, 764, 767, 775, 834, 841, 842, 871, 872, 874, 888, 
890, 910-913, 925, 926. 

Investigation and determination of cases, 6-11, 
23, 68, 69, 104, 165, 191, 225, 255-257, 301,302, 313, 
317, 320, 394, 429, 445, 468, 469, 471, 472, 496, 497, 
500, 501, 504, 506, 507, 513, 523, 525, 526, 532, 533, 
543-549, 557, 583, 584, 586-588, 637-639, 664, 896, 
897. 

Kentucky, 23. 

Lafayette, Fort, N. Y. Harbor, 577, 578, 640, 652, 
720, 729, 739, 769. 

Mississippi, 578. 

Monroe, Fort, Va., 559-566, 570, 571, 573, 576-578, 
639, 640, 642, 647, 653, 657, 673, 682, 691, 695, 710- 
712, 715-720, 736, 739-744, 746-748, 754-761, 763, 
767, 769, 770, 772, 778, 775, 834, 840-842, 846, 847, 
867, 869-872, 874, 875, 880-883, 885-890, 892-894, 
896, 897, 899, 900-902, 904-921, 925, 926, 929-931, 
945-956, 962, 965-968, 972-976, 978, 980-983. 

Orderof American Knights, 6-11, 54, 502, 503, 523- 
525, 532, 533, 543-549, 573, 583, 584, 586-588, 637- 
639, 644-646, 684-689, 724, 725, 896, 897, 928. 
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Political Prisoners-—Continued. 
Parole or release, 313, 639, 664, 692, 701, 703, 709, 
729, 763, 764, 774, 775, 784, 815, 816, 844, 870, 885, 
893, 895, 897-900, 902, 905, 909. 
Pulaski, Fort, Ga., 511, 576, 577, 583, 640, 641, 647, 
648, 664, 674, 692, 701, 703, 709, 723, 724, 761, 762. 
Refugees into Mexico, 755, 760, 761, 782, 784, 794, 
795, 845, 870, 897, 898, 900, 902, 905, 909. 
Secret service, Confederate, 516. 
_ Sentence of death, 548, 549, 583, 584, 586-588, 637— 
639. 
South Carolina, 640, 641, 674. 
Supervision and control, 572-575. 
Transportation, 561. 
Warren, Fort, Mass., 558, 559, 561, 562, 568, 572- 
577, 576, 577, 712, 718, 719. 
See also Citizens. 
Pollard, Edward A. 
Correspondence, R. Ould, 88. 
Pollard & Smith, 768. 
Pomeroy, Johnson, 93. 
Ponsonby, Patrick, 121. 
Pool, W. C. 
Correspondence, E. R. 8. Canby, 206. 
Pope, Henry, 274. 
Pope, John. 
Correspondence: 
Adjutant-General’s Office, U.S. A., 743. 
Dodge, G. M., 358, 469. 
Grant, U.S., 644. 
Mentioned, 358, 469. 
Poppleton, 0. 0. 
Correspondence, B. F. Butler, 26, 109, 803. 
Mentioned, 803. 
Porter, Peter A. 
Correspondence, W. Hoffman, 101. 
Porter, Thomas K., 53. 
Porterfield, Mr., 859, 940, 941. 
Portland, Me., Collector of Port at. 
Correspondence, War Department, U. S., 517. 
Portland, Me., Mayor of. 
Correspondence, War Department, U.S., 517. 
Portland, Me., U. S. Marshal at. 
Correspondence, War Department, U. S., 493. 
Postell, William R., 408. 
Post-Office Department, C.S. See John H. Reagan. 
Potter, L. T., 55. 
Powell, Mr., 816. 
Powell, Robert M., 95, 131. 
Pradt, Thomas G., 925, 975. 
Prairie State, Steamer, 119. 
Pratt, Charles B. 
Correspondence: 
Hoffman, W., 391, 461. 
Spencer, T. C., 461. 
Mentioned, 107, 391. 
Prentice, George D., 155. 
Prentice, John A. 
Correspondence: 
Adjutant-General’s Office, U.S. A., 896, 897. 
War Department, U.S., 896. 
Receipt for Indiana conspirators, 639. 
Prentice, John G. ; 
Correspondence, W. Hoffman, 542, 552. 
Prescot, Tracy, 101. 
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Prescott, William. 
Correspondence, E. R. 8. Canby, 206. 
Mentioned, 643. ° 
President, (. 8. See Jefferson Davis. 
President, U.S. See Abraham Lincoln; also An- 
drew Johnson. 
Preston, Private, 60. 
Preston, Charles H. C€., 193. 
Prettyman, Mr., 16. 
Prey, Gilbert G., 220, 221. 
Price, H. J., 237. 
Price, Sterling, 60, 376. 
Price’s Missouri Expedition. Aug. 29-Dec. 2,1864. 
Prisoners of war, 59, 60, 233, 396, 397, 430, 489, 491, 
494, 496-498, 507, 508, 511-514. 
Prim, Francis M., 119. 
Prim, General, Schooner, 408. 
Prince, James P. 
Correspondence, H. S. Burton, 972. 
Pringle, Motte A., 54,55. 
Printup, Daniel S. 
Correspondence, W. N. R. Beall, 215. 
Mentioned, 131, 237. 
Prisoners of War. 
Alabama, C. §. S., 266, 267, 407, 408, 427, 751, 752. 
Albemarle, C.S.S., Oct, 27, 1864, 78, 214. 
Amnesty, 151, 239, 240, 260, 266, 332, 521, 526-529, 
534-536, 556, 582, 641, 820, 821. 
Arkansas, 521, 536, 539. 
Athens, Ala., Sept, 24, 1864, 26, 27, 109, 153, 154, 
803. . 
Christian Commission, U.S., 1, 2, 89, 92, 122, 123. 
Close confinement or in irons, 6, 22, 23, 26, 28-30, 
34, 35, 58, 57, 58, 63,71, 74, 79, 80, 86-88, 90, 91, 95, 
96, 103, 104, 109, 114, 115, 121, 122, 126, 129-132, 
136, 159, 170, 171, 176-178, 182, 186, 191, 193, 194, 
196, 198, 208, 222, 223, 225-228, 230, 231, 236, 242, 
258-260, 270, 271, 291, 294, 296, 301-303, 305-309, 
329, 347, 348, 360, 363, 364, 8368-371, 379, 380, 382- 
396, 400, 401, 403, 405, 409, 413, 414, 419, 420, 423, 
424, 428-430, 436, 439, 440, 470, 550, 571, 572, 811. 
Clothing, 23-25, 36, 66, 90, 105, 106, 135, 137, 151, 154, 
163, 180, 195, 196, 258. 
Complaints of ill-treatment, 6, 15-18, 30, 37-39, 50- 
53,76,77, 153-156, 167, 168, 175, 176, 178, 179, 184~ 
187, 198, 205, 211, 212, 245-255, 264, 265, 328, 329, 
337-353, 383-389, 441, 442, 500, 501, 552, 553, 753, 
754, 764-766, 777-781. 
Confinement of officers with enlisted. men, 168- 
170. 
Congress, C. S., 49, 337-353, 
Contributions by friends, 54, 66, 95, 110, 136, 139, 
140, 154, 163, 172, 173, 187, 188, 264, 270, 303, 312, 
313, 348, 581, 636, 652, 653. 
Correspondence, 52, 53, 76,77. 
Cotton sales for relief of Confederate prisoners, 
2, 138-15, 20-24, 27, 30, 51, 52, 57, 63, 64, 67-70, 73, 
74, 77-79, 82, 83, 90, 113, 114, 128, 124, 128, 129, 
187, 151, 166, 199, 200, 202-204, 227, 233, 240-242, 
257, 282-284, 308,.313-315, 356, 359, 365, 389, 434, 
459, 487, 489, 502, 558. 
Counsel for fellow-prisoners, 83, 84, 91. 
Cumberland, Department of the (U.), 96. 
Dalton, Ga., Oct. 13, 1864, 175, 176. 
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Prisoners of War—Continued. 

Death sentences, 28-30, 34, 35, 132, 188, 182, 191, 
204, 216, 217, 279-282, 398-400, 414-416, 550, 674- 
681, 811. 

Declining exchange, 203, 210, 215, 216, 219,220, 284, 
237, 239, 240, 260, 266, 271, 272, 289, 301. 

Egypt Station, Miss., Dec. 28, 1864, 124-126, 201, 
358, 359, 552, 554. 

Employment as clerks, 221, 222, 307. 

Enlistments in C. S. service, 124-126, 201, 358, 359, 
554, 691, 692. 

Enlistments in U.S. service, 358, 359. 

Escapes in transit, 449-457. 

Exchanged prisoners, 297, 311, 312, 338, 389, 376. 

Executions, 395, 398-400, 421, 431, 903, 904. 

Exposing to enemy's tire, 39, 74, 216, 432, 433. 

Final release of Confederate, 514, 518, 521, 533, 536, 
538-543, 549, 551, 552, 555-558, 567, 568, 580-585, 
633, 641, 648-650, 653, 656, 673, 682, 683, 689-694, 
700, 701, 709, 710, 713, 923, 924, 929. 

Final release of Union, 555, 563, 634, 635, 642, 643, 
652, 656, 659, 682, 683. 

Florida, C.S. S., 83, 91, 133, 151, 163, 170. 

Foraging parties, 303. 

Galvanized Yankees, 124-126, 201, 358, 359, 554, 
691, 692. 

Held for civil offenses, 129, 130. 

Hospital duty, 229, 230, 307. 

Isaac Smith, U.S.S., 146, 147, 257. 

Laborers, 441, 442, 500, 501. 


Lookout Mountain, Tenn., Nov. 24, 1863, 201, 202. |, 


Manifestations of sympathy toward, 264, 270, 303. 

Masonic fraternity, 563,581. ° 

Medical attendance and supplies, 122, 123, 437, 
666, 667. 

Missionary Ridge, Tenn., Novy. 24-25, 1863, 201, 
202. 

Morgan's raid, July 2-26,1863, 88, 154-156, 184-187. 

Morning Light, U.5.S., 59, 316. 

Mortality reports, 48, 49, 79, 80, 92, 96, 946-948. 

Mosby’s command, 93, 431, 432. 

Murdered by captors, 19, 20, 48, 64, 65, 163, 164, 171, 
172, 291, 298, 303, 379, 386-388, 393, 425, 441, 442, 
500, 501. 

Murdered by citizen, 258. 

Murdered by fellow-prisoner, 401, 403, 405, 637, 
638, 671. ‘ 

Natural Bridge, Fla., Mar. 6, 1865, 471. 

Negroes. See Negroes. 

Oaths of allegiance, 52, 53, 76, 77, 82, 96, 187, 208, 
210, 216, 219, 220, 237, 260, 266, 319, 320, 332, 366, 
868, 374, 445, 501, 521, 536, 540-542, 556-558, 581, 
582, 585, 633, 636, 641, 648, 649, 682, 683, 

Parole or release, 160, 490, 501, 518, 521, 533, 535, 
588-543, 549, 555-558, 567, 568, 575, 580, 582, 585, 
633, 649. ‘ 

Payment for clothing lost in transit, 487. 

Pillow’s proposition to ameliorate condition, 
433-435. 

Punishment, 206, 207, 348. 

Ration regulations, 62, 63, 295, 296, 372, 647. 

Reciprocal attention by surgeons, 122, 123, 437. 

Re-enlistment while in captivity, 201, 202. 

Refugees into Mexico, 720. 

Regulations governing, 457, 458, 538, 539, 583. 
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Prisoners of War—Continued. 
Returns C. §. military prisons: 
Andersonville, Ga., 161, 458, 459, 471, 1004. 
Orders requiring, 422, 423. 
Salisbury, N.C., 253-255. 
Returns U.S. military prisons: 
July, 1862-March, 1866, 986-1004. 

Selected for execution, 164, 291, 379. 

Shot by prison guards, 66, 67, 107, 108, 115, 116, 
201, 292, 342, 467, 508-510, , 601-683, 777-781, 794, 
795, 834, 835, 951. 

Sick and wounded, 5, 6, 25, 56, 97, 161, 231, 232, 295, 
296, 311, 312, 339-341, 464, 465, 557, 558, 582, 585- 
632, 642, 643, 656, 664-667, 689, 690, 693, 694, 700, 
701. 

Side-arms and other property, 54, 110, 131, 153, 
154, 172, 312, 213, 446, 456-458, 512, 613, 529, 530, 
534, 535, 557, 558, 581, 582, 636, 652, 653, 661, 667, 
671, 672, 706, 707, 721-723, 744-746, 753, 754, 872, 
873, 885-887, 889, 895, 906, 911, 912, 967. 

Spies. See Spies. 

Subsistence, 137-139, 159-161, 163, 297, 376. 

Sulphur Branch Trestle, Ala., Sept. 25, 1864, 26, 
27, 109, 803. 

Supervision and control, 309, 367, 442, 443, 447, 
479, 480, 484, 647, 648. 

Supplies for, from respective Governments, 2, 
13-15, 20-25, 27, 28, 30, 31, 36, 40, 45, 46, 51, 52, 
~56, 57, 63, 64, 67-74, 77-79, 82, 83, 85, 90-92, 95, 
105, 106, 113, 114, 123, 124, 128, 129, 181, 132, 185- 
187, 139, 140, 151, 154, 166, 167, 171, 173, 174, 180- 
182, 188-190, 192, 193, 195, 199-204, 215, 220, 221, 
227, 228-230, 233, 235, 238, 240-242, 257, 258, 270, 
271, 282-284, 289, 306-308, 313-316, 318, 336, 356, 
359, 365, 389, 431, 434, 459, 487, 489, 502, 558, 581, 
648, 649, 661, 748-750, 802, 803, 805, 811, 873, 885- 
887, 889, 893, 911, 912, 967. 

Tabular statements of exchanged, paroled, ete.: 

During the war, 821-832. 

Nov. 1, 1863—Jan. 1, 1865, 1. 

Jan. 1, 1864-Mar. 4, 1865, 460. 
Sept. 7, 1864-Jan. 20, 1865, 96. 
Nov. 1, 1864-Mar, 22, 1865, 424. 
Nov. 25, 1864-Feb. 7, 1865, 258, 259. 
Jan. 1-Oct. 20, 1865, 770-772, 811, 812. 
Jan. 6, 1865, 32, 33. 

Feb. 3, 1865, 174. 

Apn 9, 1865, 481. 

April and May, 1865, 682. 

May 4, 1865, 531, 718. 

May 26, 1865, 717. 

May 27, 1865, 584, 585. 

Taken under flag of truce, 474, 485. 

Tobacco sales for benefit of Confederate prison- 
ers, 873, 885-887, 889, 893, 911, 912, 967. 

Tobacco sales to prisoners prohibited, 409. 

Torpedoes, use of prisoners in removing, 49, 50, 

Trade and intercourse, 303. 

Trade with sutlers, 95, 187, 188, 195, 215, 271. 

Transfers of, instructions governing, 271. 

Transportation, 13, 182, 192, 231, 232, 239, 276, 277, 
293, 294, 297-300, 309-311, 333, 334, 351-353, 363, 
866, 367, 383, 421, 487, 449-457, 480, 490, 505, 516, 
518, 519, 540-543, 557, 558, 582, 633, 641, 651, 656, 
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Prisoners of War—Continued. 
Uniforms purchased from proceeds of cotton 
sales, 227, 241, 257, 289, 314, 315. 
Vegetables included in supplies, 647, 648. 
See also— 
Exchange, Delivery, etc., of Prisoners. 
Paroled Prisoners. 
Political Prisoners. 
Prisoners’ Side-Arms, Money, etc. 
of War. 
Prisons or Camps. 
Abandonment or discontinuance, 83, 86, 111, 127, 
"218, 214, 411-418, 426, 436, 445, 449-457, 500, 661, 
695, 701, 704, 705, 714, 727, 819, 820. 
Arrests, trials, etc., for ill-treatment of Union 
prisoners, 534, 535, 537, 538, 552, 553, 557, 558, 
586, 633, 636, 639, 730-736, 744, 746, 753, 754, 764, 
773-794, 796-799, 814, 815, 817, 819, 820, 834, 881, 
882, 887, 888, 911, 912, 920, 926-930, 952, 956-961, 
966. 
Chief medical officer (C.) of, appointed, 19. 
Containing no commissioned officers, 130. 
Females, 261. 
Instructions governing, 201, 271, 295, 296, 302, 331, 
332, 372, 409. 
List of principal Confederate, 1004. _ 
Ministers holding divine service, 271. 
Monthly returns of prisoners, etc. See respec- 
tive prisons. 
Mutiny, 117-122. 
Paroles to remain in vicinity, 54, 160. 
Prison fund, 62, 63, 134, 152, 323, 703-705, 767, 768. 
Regulations, 62, 63, 110, 574, 575. 
Savings of rations, 767, 768. 
Security of prisoners, 11,12, 96, 111, 127, 184, 191, 
209-213, 225. "02 
Selections, etc., 11, 12, 83, 85, 86, 96, 127, 181, 184, 
191, 209-213, 217, 218, 226, 245, 270, 336, 404, 405, 
413, 414, 447, 463, 464, 469, 476, 477, 479, 480, 482, 
488. 
Temporary, for prisoners in transit, 413, 414, 
Pritchard, Benjamin D. 
Correspondence: 
Adjutant-General’s Office, U.S. A., 558. 
Halleck, H. W., 562, 566. 
Miles, N. A., 570. 
War Department, U. S., 559. 
Mentioned, 559, 563-566, 569, 570, 769. 
Prosser, William F., 179. 
Provost-Marshal-General, U.S. A. 
Correspondence: 
Butler, B. F., 102. 
Doughty, C. H., 517. 
Pruett, P. H., 142, 229. 
Pryor, Roger A., 83, 84, 191, 301, 313, 317, 320. 
Puffer, Alfred F. 
Correspondence. See Benjamin F. Butler. 
Pulaski, Fort, Ga. 
Condition of prisoners, 163. 
Exchangp, delivery, etc., of prisoners, 218, 219, 
419, 432, 433. 
Orders, Circulars, series 1865: Jan. 18, 66. 
Political prisoners, 511, 576, 577, 583, 640, 641, 647, 


See Prisoners 


648, 664,674, 692, 701, 703, 709, 723, 724, 761, 762. 


Subsistence, 163, 
Parcell, Mr., 940, 941. 
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| Putnam, E. H., 408. 


Pyrrhus, King, 850. 
Quarles, Thomas A., 87, 176, 177. 
Quartermaster-General’s Office, C. 8. A. 
Correspondence: 
Adjt. and Insp. Gen.’s Office, C. S. A., 251, 265. 
Bragg, B., 294, 304. 
Maynard, J.C., 94. 
War Department, C. S., 94, 251. 
Quartermaster-General’s Office, U. 8. A. 
Correspondence : 
Grover, C., 683, 
Hoffman, W., 192. 
War Department, U. S., 683. 
Wessells, H. W., 24. 
Queen of the West, U.S. S., 316, 317. 
Quinn, Morton E., 727, 728. 
Radford, William. 
Correspondence, H. W. Halleck, 566 
Mentioned, 561, 562, 566. 
Raines, William Carr, 510. 
Raleigh, N. C. 
Prisoners from Florence, S. C., 238. 
Removal of prisoners, 217, 218, 262, 263, 311. 
Balson, John, 516. 
Ramsay, Joseph G. 
Correspondence. See William W. Morris. 
Ramseur, Stephen D., 372. 
Ramsey, Lieutenant, 197, 370, 371. 
Ramsey, Alexander. 
Correspondence, W. Hoffman, 180, 200. 
Ramsey, Frank A., 58, 135. 
Ramsey, Robert H. ~* ‘ 
Correspondence. See George H. Thomas. 
Randolph, George W., 764. 
Randolph, John F. 
Correspondence : 
Baker, J. H., 659. 
Dodge, G. M., 377. 
Ratliff, W. B., 157. 
Rawlins, John A. 
Correspondence. 
Mentioned, 504. 
Ray, Corporal, 291. 
Ray, A. W., 431. 
Raymond, A., 315. 
Raymond, Henry J., 347. 
R. C. Wood, Steamer, 478. 
R. E. Lee, Steamer, 407-409. 
Read, William, 632. 
Reagan, John H., 558, 559, 561, 562, 568, 572-574, 763, 
764, 844. 
Reaves, Private, 414. 
Recruiting Service. 
Confederate within Union lines, 28-30, 34, 35, 57, 
58, 87, 103, 182, 198, 222, 223, 383-389, 395, 811. 
Enlistment of prisoners of war, 124-126, 201, 358, 
359, 554, 691, 692. ’ 
Red River (La.) Campaign. Mar. 10-May 22, 1864. 
Prisoners of war, 45. 
sted Biver Landing, La. 
Prisoners delivered, etc. See Exchange, Deliv- 
ery, etc., of Prisoners. 
Reed, Allen Y., 566. 
Reed, Robert, 291. 
Reed, W. Shelby, 789, 791. 


See U. S. Grant. 
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Reed, William B., 925, 975. 
Reid, James R. 
Correspondence, B. F. Tracy, 209. 
Revaleon, Mrs., 646. 
Revaleon, Charles Fairfax, 640, 646. 
Rex, George. 
Correspondence: 
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Grant, U.S., 521. 
Halleck, H. W., 501. 
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Richardson, John S. 
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Mentioned, 55, 214, 456. 
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Mentioned, 552. 
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712, 715-717, 720, 725, 728, 736, 739, 740, 744, 746, 
754, 761, 763, 767, 769, 775, 782. 
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Mentioned, 63, 64, 103, 236, 811. 
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Castle Godwin, 764, 765. 
Castle Thunder, 93, 94, 765, 782, 783. 
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Riley, George W., 120. 
Ripley, Roswell S. 
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Correspondence. See John A. Diz. 
Mentioned, 282. 
Robbins, W. S8., 58. 
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532, 533, 543-549, 583, 584, 586-588, 637-639, 896, 
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Monthly returns of prisoners, from December, 
1863, to July, 1865, 993-1003. 
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202. 
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105, 157, 179, 180, 198, 199, 220, 244, 284, 290, 336. 
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Correspondence, W. Hoffman, 331. 
Mentioned, 31, 32, 322, 332, 513. 
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Sachem, U.S. S., 316. 
Sadler, J., 795. 
Saginaw, Steamer, 752. 
Saint Louis, Mo. 
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Expedition from, to receive surrender of M, Jeff. 
Thompson, Apr. 29-June 11, 1865, 521. 
Monthly returns of prisoners, from July, 1862, 
to August, 1865, 986-1003. 
Recommendation for new prison disapproved, 85. 
Salisbury, N. C. 
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Mentioned, 674, 678, 679, 681, 751-753. 
Trial, etc., of prisoners engaged in plot to seize, 
674-681, 750-753, 840,902, 905. 
Sample, John, 797. 
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Hardee, W.J., 315, 317. 
Hatch, W. H.., 296, 297, 317. 
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Semmes, S. M., 645. 
Semple, Captain, 54, 55. 
Semple, G. William. 
Correspondence, T. P! Turner, 239. 
Mentioned, 300, 340. 
Senn, KR. D. | 
Correspondence, J. H. Winder, 160, 
Mentioned, 55. 
Sewall, Frederick D. 
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Shelby, W. B., 131. 
Sheldon, George D. 
Correspondence, T. T. Eckert, 741, 743. 
Mentioned, 743. 
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Mar. 16, 1865, 284, 285, 404, 405, 411, 412, 425, 
426, 477. 
Correspondence: 
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Correspondence, D. Ruggles, 437, 475, 480. 
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Snevel, Joseph, 921-923, 934-938, 943, 944, 963, 964, 
973, 979. 
Snow, Horace, 67. 
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Treatment of Andersonville prisoners, 746. 


Sterling, William H. 
Correspondence: 
Canby, E. R. S., 494, 506, 536, 558. 
Hitchcock, E. A., 491. 
Hoffman, W.., 540. 
Smith, E. K., 531. 
Szymanski, I., 483, 489, 495, 497, 521, 561. 
Mentioned, 494, 508, 513, 514, 556, 643. 
Stevens, Ambrose A. 
Correspondence: 


Davidson, J. W., 2, 44, 118, 144, 209, 310, 358, 


412, 506. 
Hoffman, W., 203, 322, 360, 466, 514, 691. 
Wessells, H, W., 2, 134, 144. 
Mentioned, 284, 548, 587, 588, 705. 
Stevens, John, 108. 
Stevens, Peter. See John H. Patten. 
Stevens, T. J., 274. 
Stevens, Thaddeus, 916. 
Stevenson, Andrew, 679. 
Stevenson, John D. 
Correspondence, War Department, U. 8., 409. 
Stevenson, John T., 427. 
Stevenson, R. R. 
Correspondence: 
Forno, H., 213. 
Surgeon-General’s Office, C.S. A., 625. 
Mentioned, 589, 601, 785, 789, 791. 
Stevison, J. H. 
Correspondence, E. R. §. Canby, 206. 
Stewart, Thomas R. 
Correspondence, H. Forno, 443. 
Mentioned, 446, 455, 535. 
Statement, Columbia prison, S. C., 443, 444. 
Stewart, William, 777, 778, 780. 
Stewart, William M. 
Correspondence, Andrew Johnson, 526. 
Mentioned, 500. 
Stinson, 516. 
Stocker, Anthony E., 39. 
Stokes, John G. 
Gorrespondence, E, M. Law, 69. 
Stoll, George McD., 409. 
Stone, Mr., 878. 
Stone, Charles P. 
Correspondence. See Nathaniel P. Banks. 
Stone, Roy. 
Correspondence, H. W. Wessells, 124. 
Stone, Sardine G., 53, 133. 
Stoneham, Thomas, 87, 176, 177. 
Stoneman, George. 
Correspondence: 
Breckinridge, J. C., 134. 
Lincoln, Abraham, 101. 
Trowbridge, L. S., 377. 
Wessells, H. W., 104. 
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, 


Mentioned, 26, 36, 58, 72, 88, 95, 134, 158, 193, 273, 


277-279, 370, 518, 534, 543, 731, 765. 
Stotesbury, William, 78, 214. 
Strange, J. P., 31, 32. 

Strawbridge, James D., 71. 
Streight, Abel D., 186, 348. 
Strickland, William W., 441, 500. 
Stuart, James E. B., 410. 
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Subsistence Department, C. 8S. A. 
Correspondence: 

Adjt.and Insp. Gen.’s Office, C. S. A., 188, 161. 
War Department, C.S., 11. 

Subsistence Department, U.S. A. 

Correspondence: ‘ 
Burbank, A. J., 37. 
Hoffman, W.., 152, 767. 
Rutherford, R. C., 152. 
Wessells, H. W., 37. 

Sulphur Branch Trestle, Ala. 

Action. Sept. 25, 1864. Prisoners of war, 26, 27, 

109, 803. 

Sultana, Steamer. 

Loss of, Apr. 27, 1865, 518, 522, 540. 

Mentioned, 518, 540. 

Summerlin, Jesse J., 903. 

Sumner, George A., 315. 

Sumner, Thomas J. 

Correspondence: 
Bragg, B., 264. 
Johnson, B. T., 269. 

Mentioned, 276. 

Sumter, Camp, Ga. See Andersonville, Ga. 

Superior, Steamer, 402. 

Surgeon-General’s Office, C. S. A. 
Correspondence: 

Ould, R., 95. 
Stevenson, R. R., 625. 
White, I. H., 589, 625. 
Winder, J. H., 19. 

Surgeon-General’s Office, U. S. A. 

Condition of prisoners, 464, 465, 477, 478. 
Confinement of Jefferson Davis, 924. 
Correspondence: 

Adjutant-General’s Office, U.S. A., 909, 948. 

Barnes, N.S., 729. 

Crane, C. H., 953. 

Cuyler, J. M., 464, 660. 

Edgar, W. F., 660. 

Hoffman, W., 181, 464, 684, 691, 693. 

Lyman, G. H., 181. 

Simpson, J., 953. 

Sloan, W.J., 660. 

War Department, U.S., 924. 

Surgeons. 

Condition of Jefferson Davis, 924, 953, 954. 

Confederate, detained at Louisville, Ky., 156. 

Exchange, treatment, etc.,58, 95, 184, 135, 156, 193, 
277-279. 

Reciprocal attention to prisoners, 122, 123, 437. 

Report, disabled Union prisoners, 97. 

Surget, Eustace. 
Correspondence. 
Mentioned, 382. 

Surratt, John H. 696-699, 853, 854, 856, 932. 

Surratt, Mary E., 696, 698-700, 714, 964. 

Surrender of Confederate Forces. 

Ala., Miss., and East La. (Taylor), 531, 540-542, 
567, 717, 718, 828, 829. 

Army of Northern Virginia, 480, 481, 483, 485, 
486, 488, 505, 506, 513, 515, 517-520, 543, 651, 770- 
772, 828, 829. 

Army of Tennessee, 490, 513, 836, 837, 842, 770- 
772, 828, 829. 

M. Jeff. Thompson’s command, 521, 828, 829. 


See Richard Taylor. 
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Surrender of Confederate Forces—Continued. 
Miscellaneous, 828, 829. 
Trans-Mississippi (Smith), 575, 648, 717, 720, 828, 
829. 
Sutlers. 
Conversion of Confederate into Union currency, 
312, 313. 
Trade with prisoners of war, 95, 145, 187, 188, 195, 
215, 271, 306, 484, 647, 648. 
Swain, Edward A., 674, 681, 750, 751, 753, 902. 
Swan, John, 58. 
Swan, John R., 177. 
Swann, Francis H., 78, 214. 
Swayne, Noah H., 526. 
Swazey, Alexander, 409. 
Sweet, Benjamin J. 
Correspondence: 
Grant, U.S., 649. 
Hoffman, W., 210, 219, 220, 322, 360, 401, 466, 514, 
694. ¢ 
Shurly, E. R. P., 44. 
Sponable, W.., 76, 144. 
Wessells, H. W., 116. 
Mentioned, 67, 649, 685. 
Swift, Henry A., 314, 315. 
Symes, George G., 402. 
Symons, James Y. 
Correspondence, B. T. Johnson, 300. 
Szymanski, Ignatius. 
Correspondence: 
Dwight, C. C., 59, 65, 85, 146, 232, 402, 430. 
Johnson, J. C., 173. 
Louisiana, Governor of, 459. 
Smith, E. K., 483. 
Sterling, W. H., 483, 489, 495, 497, 521, 561. 
Walker, J. G., 328. 
Mentioned, 60, 84, 88, 93, 141, 153, 157, 158, 203, 316, 
487, 491, 494, 495, 506, 537, 540, 549, 558, 576, 584, 
585, 643, 661. 
Statement, exchanges, Trans-Mississippi, 531. 
Talcott, James, 315. 
Tallman, A. L. 
Correspondence, J. V. Bomford, 157. 
Tayloe, John, 95. 
Taylor, Joseph H. 
Correspondence. See Christopher O. Augur. 
Taylor, N. @. 
Correspondence, E. A. Hitchcock, 321. 
Mentioned, 322. 
Taylor, R. S. 
Correspondence, E. R. 8. Canby, 206. 
Taylor, Richard. 
Conference with E. R. S. Canby, 514. 
Correspondence: 
Banks, N. P., 100. 
Beauregard, G. T., 180. 
Canby, E. kt. S., 490, 499, 514, 531. 
Cobb, H., 378, 382. 
Curell, J. R., 490. 
Forrest, N. B., 328. 
Franklin, W. B., 100. 
Gibson, R. L., 542. 
Marshall, Captain, 540. 
Maury, D. H., 355, 361, 382 
Miles, W. R., 169. 
Rutherford, J. C., 417. 
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Taylor, Richard—Continued. 
Correspondence : 
Thomas, G. H.., 467. 
Trezevant, J. H., 169. 
Watts, N. G., 378, 382, 437. 
Wilson, J. H., 470. 
Mentioned, 32, 98, 285, 316, 325-328, 355, 356, 362, 
374, 382, 396, 459, 460, 540, 542, 549, 552, 567, 717, 
718, 770-772, 812, 828, 829. 
Negotiations with E. R. S. Canby, 490, 491. 
Surrender of forces under, to. E. R. S. Canby, 
May 4, 1865, 531, 540-542, 567, 718, 828, 829. 
Taylor, S. H., 360. 
Taylor, Tazewell. 
Correspondence, R. Ould, 61. 
Taylor, Walter H. 
Correspondence. See Robert E. Lee. 
Teague, Freeman B., 340, 341. 
Temple, B. 
Correspondence, W. Hoffman, 156. 
Tennessee. 
Exchange, etc., of prisoners from, 173. 
Operationsin. See— 
Lookout Mountain. Battle, Nov. 24, 1863. 
Missionary Ridge. Battle, Nov. 24-25, 1863. 
Troops paroled; 828, 829. 
Tennessee, Army of (C.). 
Absentees from, 421, 422. 
Surrender and parole, Apr. 26, 1865, 490, 513,.770- 
772, 828, 829, 836, 837, 842. 
Tennessee Troops (C.). 
Infantry—Regiments: 10th, 124, 201, 554. 
Terry, Alfred H. 
Correspondence: 
Adjt. Gen.’s Office, U. S. A.,819, 893,929, 930,952. 
Halleck, H. W., 668, 672. 
Judge-Advocate-General’s Office, U.S.A., 834, 
Meade, G. G., 745, 911. 
Miles, N. A., 657, 782. 
Ordway, A., 745. 
Schofield, J. M., 297. 
Turner, J. W., 668, 672. 
War Department, U.S., 716, 782. 
Mentioned, 668, 672, 703, 705, 745, 819, 887, 960, 961. 
Terry, William. 
Assignments, 516. 
Correspondence, D. Ruggles, 535. 
Mentioned, 516. 
Texas. 
Troops paroled, 828, 829. 
Texas Penitentiary. 
Negroes and other prisoners, 659, 
Thistle, Steamer, 407. 
Thomas, De W. C., 718. 
Thomas, George C., 816, 868, 869, 879, 880, 885. 
Thomas, George H. 
Correspondence: 
Adjt. Gen.’s Office, U.S. A., 172, 538, 748, 817. 
Andrews, G. L., 540. 
Army Headquarters, 100. 
Cooper, G. E., 6. 
Ewell, R.S., Mrs., 506. 
Forrest, N. B., 154, 243, 327. 
Goodwin, R. M., 371. 
Granger, R. S., 157, 220, 284, 336. 
Grant, U, S.,235, 238, 357,361,369-372,425, 448,536. 
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Thomas, George H.—Continued. 
Correspondence: 
Halleck, H. W., 319, 366, 496.” 
Hoffman, W., 5, 6, 105. 
Hood, J. B., 20, 64, 163, 172, 
Howard, O. O., 164. 
Mason, E. C., 727, 728. 
Milroy, R. H., 587. 
Parkhurst, J, G., 244, 323, 324, 332, 354, 367, 369- 
371, 402. ¥ 
Smith, J. E., 588. 
Steedman, J. B., 171. 
Taylor, R., 467. 
Van Cleve, H. P., 425. 
War Department, U. S., 501, 507, 513, 578. 
Wheeler, J., 726. 
Wilson, J. H., 288, 243, 538. 
Mentioned, 6, 106, 164, 172, 198,244, 291,324-328, 382, 
354, 356, 362, 369, 371, 379, 382, 425, 587, 728, 741- 
743, 820, 898, 
Negotiations and agreement with N. B. Forrest, 
238, 242-244, 323-328, 332, 335, 854, 402, 448, 478. 
Thomas, Lorenzo. 
Correspondence: 
Adjutant-General’s Office, U.S. A., 153. 
Army Headquarters, 99. R 
See also Adjutant-General’s Ofice, U.S.A. 
Mentioned, 46, 97, 365, 410, 474, 486,522,569,570,580, 
647, 654, 700, 701, 705, 743, 806, 847, 893, 895, 896, 
903, 907, 917, 928, 955, 961, 965, 969. 
Thomas, R. B. 
Correspondence, H. Wirz, 111. 
Mentioned, 471. 
Thomas, William H. H., 87, 176, 177. 
Thompson, Benjamin W. 
Correspondence, Q. A. Gillmore, 639. 
Mentioned, 485, 635. 
Thompson, Charles, 33. 
Thompson, Egbert, 488. 
Thompson, J,, 230. 
Thompson, Jacob, 398, 493, 517, 519, 525, 696, 708, 
709, 852-856, 858, 859, 899, 931, 932, 941, 977. 
Thompson, M. Jeff. 
Mentioned, 521, 771, 772, 811, 828, 829. 
Surrender and parole of command, June 11, 1865, 
521, 828, 829. 
Thompson, W. T., 409. 
Thompson, Winfield S., 53, 151. 
Thorburn, C. E., 768. 
Thornburgh, A, 
Correspondence, J, Jones, 625. 
Report upon gangrene, 625-632. 
Thorp, Jesse, 291, 
Thorwegan, Henry, 296. 
Tichenor, Isaac T. 
Correspondence, U. 8. Grant, 69, 166. 
Tidd, Elijah, 67. 
Tilghman, Benjamin C. 
Correspondence: 
Hoftman, W.., 563, 634. 
Jones, S., 474, 485. 
Mentioned, 555. 
Tillett, Jesse. See Jesse Thorp. 
Tinsley, Alex., 340. 
Titlow, Jerome, 842. 
Titlow, Jerome, Mrs., 842. 
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Toadvine, D. A. 
Correspondence, Jefferson Davis, 201. 
Tobacco. 
Sales of, for benefit of Confederate prisoners, 
§73, 885-887, 889, 893, 911,912, 967. ms 
Tod, David. 
Correspondence. 
Tolman, David, 67. 
“‘Tolson, Private, 93. 
Tool, Patrick, 401. 
Toombs, Robert, 560, 714, 716. 
Toombs, Robert, Mrs., 714. 
Torbert, Alfred T. A., 410. 
Torpedo, Steamer, 334. 
Townes, Steamer, 351. 
Townsend, Edward D. 
Correspondence. See Adjt. Gen.’s Office, U. S.A. 
Mentioned, 306, 375, 701, 743, 908, 975. 
Townsend, John J., 315. 
Townsend, Camp. Seo Aubrey Territory, Miss. 
Tracey. See Olement O. Olay, jr. 
Tracy, B. A., 347. 
Tracy, Benjamin F. 
Correspondence: 
Hoffman, W.., 182, 195, 232, 237, 322, 329, 360, 419. 
Hunt, L. C., 215. 
Jordan, W. P., 3, 39. 
Moore, S.,65. 
Reid, J. R., 209. 
Trotter, F. E., 232. . 
Wessells, H. W.., 4, 23, 24, 39, 52, 76, 90, 105, 137. 
Mentioned, 215, 228, 287. 
Trade and Intercourse. 
Prisoners of war, 303.. 
Prisons and camps, 54. 
Sales of cotton for necessaries of life, 238, 244. 
\With the enemy, 33, 114, 115, 182, 133, 390. 
Trammell, Philip, 87. 
Trans-Mississippi Department (C.). 
Banks-Taylor negotiations and cartel, 15, 59, 60, 
65, 66, 85, 88, 93, 141, 142, 146, 157, 215, 216, 466, 
575, 576, y 
Canby-Smith negotiations and cartel, 15, 59, 60, 
84, 85, 88, 93, 146, 156, 157, 215, 216, 466, 575, 570. 
Orders, General, series 1865: No. 82, 466. 
Points of delivery for prisoners from, 235. 
Prisoners of war, 173, 215, 216, 228, 229, 531. 
Surrender and parole of E. K. Smith’s command, 
May 26, 1865, 575, 648, 717, 720, 828,829. 
Transportation. 
Prigoners of war, 18, 182, 192, 231, 232, 239, 276, 277, 
293, 294, 297-300, 309-311, 333, 334, 351-353, 363, 
366, 367, 383, 421, 437, 449-457, 480, 490, 505, 516, 
518, 519, 522, 528, 540-543, 557, 558, 582, 633, 641, 
_ 651, 656. 
Travers, Robert J., 795. 
Travis, Charles. See Charles T. Daniel. 
Treasury Department, C. S. 


See Ohio, Governor of. 


Correspondence, War Department,C. S., 138, 139. 


Treasury Department, U. 8. 
Correspondence, War Department, U. S., 768. 
Trenholm, George A. 
Arrest, etc., 664, 692, 701, 709, 764, 844. 
Correspondence, W. C. Manning, 723, 761. 
See also Treasury Department, C. S. 
Mentioned, 365, 664, 701, 709, 763, 764, 844. 
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Trescott, George F., 409. 
Trevilian, Charles B., 95. 
Trezevant, James H. 
Correspondence: 
Hesser, J. T., 168. 
Miles, W. R., 169. 
Negley, D. D., 168. 
Taylor, R., 169. 
Mentioned, 169, 170. 
Tribble, G. W. 
Correspondence, W. Hoffman, 156. 
Trimble, Isaac R., 45, 46, 56, 123, 204, 366, 375. 
Trippe, J. H. 
Correspondence, W. Hoffman, 156. 
Tristram Shandy, U.S. S., 583. 
Trostle, Emanuel, 426. 
Trotter, Frederick E. 
Correspondence, B. F. Tracy, 232. 
Mentioned, 232. 
Trowbridge, Luther S. 
Correspondence: 
Goodwin, R. M., 369, 371. 
Hoffman, W.., 307. 
Stoneman, G., 377. 
Vaughn, J. C., 196, 223, 267, 272. 
Mentioned, 267, 335, 
Trumbull, Lyman. 
Correspondence, C. W. Pavey, 35 
Tucker, Judge, 516. 
Tucker, Surgeon, 97. 
Tucker, Beverly. 
Measures for arrest and confinement, 493, 517,552. 
Mentioned, 493, 517, 549, 696, 859, 899, 977. 
Tucker, Julius G., 446. 
Tucker, William F., 556. 
Turner, - > 779. 
Turner, John W. 
Correspondence: 
Schoonmaker, J. M., 668, 672. 
Terry, A. H., 668, 672. 
Mentioned, 71, 72, 668, 672. 
Turner, Levi C. 
Correspondence: 
Congress, U.S., 921. 
Galloway, S., 257. 
Judge-Advocate-General’s Office, U. S. A., 962, 
973, 978. 
Mentioned, 256, 469, 496, 921, 948, 963, 979. 
Reports on falsity of witnesses against Davis 
and others, 921-923, 962-964, 978-980. 
Turner, Richard R. 
Correspondence, Adjt. Gen.’s Office, U. S.A., 966. 
Mentioned, 764, 783, 911, 912, 920, 929, 930, 952, 960, 
961. 
Parole, 929, 930, 960,961, 966. 
Review of case by Judge-Advocate-General, 
U.S. A., 783, 912, 920, 961. 
Turner, Samuel, 401. 
Turner, Thomas P. 
Correspondence: 
Ould, R., 239. 
Ruggles, D., 457, 463. 
Semple, G. W., 239. 
Mentioned, 64, 71, 73, 342, 343, 479, 706, 707,764, 805, 
912. 
Turner, Wesley W., 789, 791- 


INDEX. 


Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Arrests, trials, etc., of prison officials, 782, 783. 
Tuscarora, U.S. S., 558. 
Twining, William J., 315. 
Two Sisters, Schooner, 408. 
Tyerly, J. L. 
Correspondence, B. T. Johnson, 254. 
Tyler, Robert 0. 
Correspondence, W. Hoffman, 502. 
Tyree, Thomas M., 508, 510. 
Ullmann, Daniel. 
Correspondence, C. C. Dwight, 84, 88, 146, 157. 
Underwood, John, 984, 986. 
Uniforms. 
Paroled Confederate prisoners returning home, 
506, 521, 533, 534. 
Purchases with proceeds of cotton sales, 227,241, 
257, 289, 314, 315. 
Union, issued to Confederate prisoners, 195, 196. 
United States Colored Troops. 
Infantry—Regiments : 24th, 705; 44th, 175; 68th, 
177; 106th, 26, 109, 803; 108th, 654; 110th, 
111th, 26, 109, 803. 
United States Regulars. 
Artillery, Light—Regiments: 5th, 782. _ 
United States Veteran Reserve Corps. 
Infantry—Regimenis: 6th, 4, 653; 19th, 420. 
Upton, Emory, 402. 
Vallandigham, Clement L., 532, 677. 
Van Allen, A., 942. 
Van Benthuysen, J. D., 95. 
Yan Buren, Daniel T. 
Correspondence. See John A. Diz; also Joseph 
Hooker. 
Vance, Richard, 387. 
Vance, Robert B. 2 
Correspondence, H. E. Paine, 189. 
Mentioned,73, 74, 83, 114, 188-190, 195, 228, 235, 241, 
258, 321, 359. 
Vance, Zebulon B. 
Correspondence. See North Carolina, Gov. of. 
Mentioned, 205, 245, 249, 539, 662. 
Van Cleve, Horatio P. 
Correspondence, G. H. Thomas, 425. 
Van Dyke, T. Nixon, 197, 273. 
Vansicle, Edwin A., 925, 975. 
Van Viiet, Stewart. 
Correspondence, H. E. Paine, 132, 136, 192. 
Mentioned, 174. 
Van Winkle, P. G. 
Correspondence, Abraham Lincoln, 34. 
Varnadoe, L. L., 733, 734. 
Vaughan, R, B,, 414. 
Vaughn, James, 273. 
Vaughn, John C. 
- Correspondence: 
Echols, J., 389. 
Gillem, A. C., 208. 
Trowbridge, L. S8., 196, 223, 267, 272. 
War Department, C. S., 267, 335. 
Mentioned, 25, 26, 58, 71, 135, 267, 377, 378. 
Vaughn, P. B., 795, 835, 951. 
Vaughn, Phelin, jr., 795, 835, 951. 
Vicksburg, Miss. 
Operations, Jan. 20-July 4, 1863. Paroled pris- 
oners surrendered July 4, 1863, 208, 233, 234. 
Prisoners delivered, etc. See Exchange, Deliv- 
ery, etc., of Prisoners. 
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Victoria, Queen, 679. 
Vifquain, Victor, 717. 
Vincent, Thomas M. 
Correspondence. See Adjt. Gen.’s Office, U.S. A. 
Virginia. . 
Arrests, etc., of citizens, 33. 
Operations in. See— 
Appomattox Oourt-House. 
1865. 
Southwestern Virginia. Expedition, Dec. 10- 
29, 1864. 
Supplies for prisoners of war, 91, 92. 
Troops paroled, 828, 829. 
Virginia, Department of (U.). 
Troops paroled, 828, 829. 
Virginia, Governor of. 
Arrest of messengers from, 542. 
Virginia, Legislature of. 
Correspondence, R. Ould, 91, 92. 
Vixen, Steamer, 184. 
Vizetelly, Frank, 768. 
Vogdes, Israel. 
Correspondence: 
Gillmore, Q. A., 658. 
Hitchcock, E. A., 642. 
Johnson, Andrew, 702. 
Jones, S., 505. 
Mentioned, 635. 
Vowles, D. W., 639, 765, 783. 
Waddell, Mr., 936. 
Wagner, B. B., 107, 108. 
Walbridge, George R., 798. 
Walcott, J. B., 315. 
Walden, Treadwell, 337. 
Waldie, Samuel H., 76. 
Waldron, Lieutenant, 233. 
Walgenuth & Rolgle, 313. 
Walker, James A. 
Correspondence, R. E. Lee, 244. 
Walker, Jesse W. 
Correspondence. 


Surrender, Apr. 9, 


See Alvin P. Hovey. 


- Walker, John C., 7, 544. 


Walker, John @. 
Correspondence, I. Szymanski, 328. 
Walker, Noah, & Co., 314. 
Walker, Thomas. 
Correspondence, J. H. Winder, 13. 
Wallace, A. D. 
Correspondence, Jefferson Davis, 201. 
Wallace, Ellerslie, 337, 346. 
Wallace, Lew. 
Correspondence: 
Adjutant-General’s Office, U.S. A., 505, 515. 
War Department, U. S., 519. 
Mentioned, 511, 773, 785, 792. 
Wallace, W. W., 267, 272. 
Wallace, Wayne, 223. 
Waller, H. M., 437. 
Waller, William 8., 29, 90. 
Walsh, Charles, 502, 503, 644, 684, 685, 688, 724. 
Ward, Private, 93. 
War Department, C. 8. 
Correspondence: 
Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, 
O.S. A., 11, 12, 49, 50, 77, 127, 138, 139, 159, 168, 
172, 225, 249, 422, 462, 
Baker, L. §., 305. 
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War Department, C. S.—Continued. 


INDEX. 


War Department, U. §.—Continued.- 
Correspondence: 


Correspondence: 
Bayne, T. L., 78, 240. 
Beall, W.N. R., 241. 
Beauregard, G. T., 210, 217, 224. 
Bragg, B., 210, 262, 268, 293, 298, 304, 305. 
Brown, H., 93. 
Campbell, J. A., 167, 311. 
Carrington, I. H., 69, 94. 
Charlotte, N.C., Post Quartermaster (C.), 210. 
Clopton, D., 69. 
Davis, Jefferson, 202, 839. 
Doggett, H. S., 68. 
Ewell, R.S., 311. 
Forno, H., 263, 274, 298. 
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Cole, C. H., 878,881. 
Davis, Jefferson, 577, 578, 983-986. 
Indiana conspirators, 532, 533. 
Wyman, Henry J. 
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